U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division
TCH:RSB:JER:ANA:tst Voting Section - NWB
DJ 166-012-3 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
2011-1852 Washington, DC 20530

May 31, 2011

Andy Bardos, Esq. ‘

Special Counsel to the President of the Florida Senate
Senate Suite 409, The Capitol

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

George Levesque, Esq.

General Counsel to the Florida House of Representatives
422 The Capitol . .

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Dear Messrs. Bardos and Levesque:

This refers to Constitutional Amendment 5,““Standards for Legislature to Follow in
Legislative Redistricting,” and Constitutional Amendment 6, “Standards for Legislature to
Follow in Congressional Redistricting,” for the State of Florida, submitted to the Attorney
General pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 42 U.S.C. 1973c. We received
your submission on March 30, 201 1

The Attorney ,General does not interpose any objection to the specified changes. However,
we note that Section 5 expressly provides that the failure of the Attorney General to object does
not bar subsequent litigation to enjoin the enforcement of the changes. Procedures for the
Adm1mstrat10n of SCCthl’l 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 28 C.F.R. 51.41.

Siriéerely,

T. Christian Herren, Jr.
Chief, Voting Section



