


Description of Action/Purpose 
and Need
Description of the Action
The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) 
and Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) are 
developing a multimodal transportation project 
along the I-270/US 15 Corridor in Montgomery and 
Frederick Counties, Maryland. The project study 
area extends from I-270 at Shady Grove Road in 
Montgomery County to the US 15/Biggs Ford Road 
intersection in Frederick County. The project includes 
the development of transportation systems management 
(TSM)/transit demand management (TDM) strategies, 
enhancing the highway corridor with additional 
capacity in the form of general purpose and managed 
lanes, and constructing a new transit corridor for either 
light rail transit (LRT) or bus rapid transit (BRT). The 
project study area is shown in Figure S-1. 

Initially, the study presented alternatives in a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) that was 
published in June 2002. This document is intended 
to serve as a companion to the 2002 DEIS, and 
presents two new highway project alternatives that 
were developed since the 2002 DEIS was published for 
public review and comment.

This Alternatives Analysis/Environmental Assessment 
(AA/EA) document serves two purposes. As an EA, the 
document supplements the environmental evaluation 
presented in the 2002 DEIS. This EA provides an 
environmental evaluation, as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of two new highway 
build alternatives that propose Express Toll LanesSM 
(ETLsSM) along with two transit alternatives that will 
provide LRT or BRT on the Corridor Cities Transitway 
(CCT). The EA provides the information that will 
allow a comparison of the DEIS alternatives and the 
new ETL alternatives to guide decision makers in the 
selection of a Locally Preferred Alternative and, �nally, a 
Selected Alternative for construction. 

Figure S-1: Project Area
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