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May 3, 2018

Mr. Norman D. Shinkle, Chairperson
Michigan Board of State Canvassers
Michigan Department of State

430 W. Allegan St.

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Re: Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee
Dear Chairperson Shinkle:

I am counsel to Voters Not Politicians Ballot Committee (“VNP”). 1am writing to
request that the Michigan Board of State Canvassers (“Board”) convene a meeting as soon as
possible, and certify the initiative petition sponsored by VNP (the “VNP Proposal”) for the
November 2018 General Election ballot.

On December 18, 2107, VNP filed with the Michigan Department of State 74,721 sheets
of signed petitions containing 428,587 signatures.

On April 12, 2018, the Bureau of Elections (“Bureau”) and the Board published a notice
establishing April 26, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. as the deadline for members of the public to submit
challenges to the signatures sampled from the petitions submitted by VNP (Exhibit A). No
challenges to the signatures have been filed.

Our consultant, Practical Political Consultant has analyzed the sampled signatures, and
determined that 466 of 505 sampled signatures are clearly valid (Exhibit B). The Bureau has
provided to us its preliminary analysis of the signatures; that analysis also concluded that 466 of
the 505 sampled signatures are valid (Exhibit C). The Bureau sampled the signatures for the
petitions submitted by the Coalition To Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol, and found that 366 of
the 500 sampled signature were valid, and concluded that there was a sufficient number of
signatures to justify certification of that proposal (Exhibit D). At its most recent meeting, the
Board unanimously certified that petition.

The signature sample for the VNP Propesal has 100 more valid signatures than the
Marijnana proposal on a similar sample size (500 vs. 505). Clearly, the VNP Proposal is
entitled to certification by the Board.

The ballot guestion committee sponsored by the Michigan Chamber of Commerce,
Citizens Protecting Michigan’s Constitution (“CPMC™), has filed a challenge which raises only
legal issues, which it has acknowledged are outside of the jurisdiction of the Board. CPMC has
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also filed a lawsuit with the Michigan Court of Appeals raising the same issues. However, these
actions are irrelevant to the Board’s clear legal duty of certify the VNP Proposal.

We would appreciate your prompt consideration of our request. Please let us know your
decision as soon as possible. In order to expedite our receipt of your response, I would
appreciate a copy of your response via email at lancaster-law{@comcast.net

Pk

N
James R. Lancaster
cc:  Colleen Pero

Jeanette Bradshaw

Julie Matuzak

Sally Williams

Melissa Malerman

Nancy Wang

Katie Fahey

Hon. Peter D. Houk
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
RuTH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANsING

April 12,2018

CHALLENGE DEADLINE ESTABLISHED FOR
INITIATIVE PETITION TO AMEND THE MICHIGAN CONSTITUTION
SPONSORED BY
VOTERS NOT POLITICIANS

An initiative petition proposing an amendment to the Michigan Constitution to create the
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission and authorize the Commission to adopt
reapportionment plans for Congressional, State Senate and State House of Representatives districts,
was filed with the Secretary of State on December 18, 2017 by Voters Not Politicians.

The Board of State Canvassers has established a uniform deadline for challenging signatures

sampled from an initiative, constitutional amendment or referendum petition to elapse at 5:00
p-m. on the 10™ business day after copies of the sampled signatures are made available to the

public. (See minutes of November 8, 2013 meeting of the Board of State Canvassers.)

Please be advised that copies of the signatures sampled from this constitutional amendment
petition were made available for release to the public on April 12, 2018. Therefore, the
deadline to submit challenges to this petition will elapse at 5:00 p.m. on April 26, 2018.

Please contact the Bureau of Elections at (517) 373-2540 if you wish to purchase a copy of the
sampled signatures for the petition.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W, ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.govi/sos * (517) 373-2540
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Practical Political Consulting
920 North Washington
Lansing, Michigan 48906

To: James R. Lancaster
Voters Not Politicians General Counsel

From: Alan Fox and Mark Grebner
Re: Review of Sample Signatures Of The Voters Not Politicians Petitions
Date: April 18,2018

You had asked us to review and analyze the 505 signatures that the Bureau of
Elections has drawn from the Voters Not Politicans’ petitions.

The Bureau has reviewed a universe of 74,295 sheets containing 427,075
signatures.

You provided to us on Friday copies of the petitions sheets containing each sample
signature. We compared each of the 505 signatures to the information in our
database. We believe that at least 466 of the signatures are clearly and
unquestionably valid. This results in a 92.27% validity rate.

VNP needs 73.91% of its signatures to be valid in order to have the 315,654
signatures necessary to qualify for the ballot. Obviously, the percentage of valid
signatures in the sample puts VNP well above this threshold.

Based on our analysis, we expect the Board of State Canvassers will determine that
there are a sufficient number of signatures to qualify the Voters Not Politicians
proposal for the 2018 General Election Ballot.
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Pierce, Carol (MDOS) <pierceci@michigan.gov> 4/16/2018 4:51 PM

Voters Not Politicians

To James Lancaster <lancaster-law@comcast.net> Copy Peter Houk <phouk@fraserlawfirm.com> ¢
Graham Crabtree <gcrabtree@fraserlawfirm.com> « Jonathan Raven <jraven@fraserlawfirm.com>

We have completed our initial review of the sampled signatures.

Please note that we will continue to perform our verification process steps that may result in some status changes prior to
our staff report.

Attached is a spreadsheet outlining the sheet number, line number and current status of the signature’s validity.

Regards,

Carol Pierce

Election Specialist, Election Liaison Division
Bureau of Elections, Secrétary of State
800-292-5973 517-373-2540

You can't teach people everything they need to know. The best you can do
is position them where they can find what they need to know when they need it

—Seymour Papert

» VNP_SampledSheetsLines.xIsx (33 KB)
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Voters Not
Politicians
Sample results ~ 505 signature sample

Sheet Line

1 36 1 R
2 160 2 R
3 267 4 R
4 372 2 ocC
5 451 10 R
6 528 4 R
7 553 1 R
8 562 1 R
9 678 4 R
10 679 5 R
11 919 8 R
12 938 10 R
13 1017 10 R
14 1022 2 R
15 1114 1 R
16 1217 2 R
17 1433 1 R
18 1490 1 R
19 1614 10 . R
20 1869 7 NR
21 1874 8 R
22 2008 1 NR
23 2143 8 NR
24 2250 9 R
25 2378 9 R
26 2436 1 NR
27 2467 1 R
28 2821 1 R
29 2908 9 R
30 2923 1 R
31 3059 10 R
32 3126 2 R
33 3222 7 R
34 3237 1 R
35 3543 4 R
36 3650 7 R
37 4026 8 R
38 4395 2 R
39 4417 2 R
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STATE oF MIcCHIGAN
RuTH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LaNsING

April 23, 2018

STAFF REPORT:

COALITION TO REGULATE MARIJUANA
LIKE ALCOHOL PETITION

SPONSOR: Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol, 2570 Champlain Street NWE, Suite 12,
Washington, D.C. 20009.

DATE OF FILING: November 20, 2017.
NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 252,523 signatures.

TOTAL FILING: 59,601 sheets containing 365,384 signatures.

‘SIGNATURE.SAMPLE

EXCLUDED FROM SAMPLE: 1,022 sheets containing 3,282 signatures.

Sheets Signatures
Torn, mutilated, or damaged sheets: 10 53
Defective circulator certificate: 147 872

(Omitted or incorrect date, failure of out-of-state
circulator to check box)
Jurisdiction error: 865 2,357
(Invalid jurisdiction entry by circulator or every
signer on sheet)
TOTAL: 1,022 3,282

INCLUDED IN SAMPLE: 58,579 sheets containing 362,102 signatures (the universe).

The two-stage sampling process was selected for the canvass of this petition. Under the Board’s
established procedures, a small sample is drawn (approximately 500 signatures) at the first stage, and the
result of that sample determines whether there is a sufficient level of confidence in the result to
immediately recommend certification or the denial of certification. If instead the result of the small
sample indicates a *“close call,” a second random sample must be taken to provide a result with the
maximum confidence level that can be obtained.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www . Michigan.govisos * (517) 373-2540
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NUMBER OF SAMPLED SIGNATURES: 500 signatures.

SAMPLE RESULT: 383 valid signatures; 117 invalid signatures.

Valid signatures
Registered signers; signatures verified: 383
Invalid signatures
Signatures determined invalid due to signer’s registration status: 62
Dual jurisdiction entries: 29
Other jurisdiction errors (no jurisdiction by that name located in 19
county listed in heading, address given is located outside of the
listed jurisdiction):
Signature errors (missing or incomplete signatures, non-matching 5
signatures):
Date errors (incorrect or omitted date, signature dated after 2

circulator’s signature):

Total 500

The standard ten business day challenge period elapsed on February 9, 2018 without an opponent having
filed a challenge against this petition.

‘FINAL RESULT OF SIGNATURE SAMPLE

Number of valid signatures Formula Result

365 or more Certify

334 -364 Sample more signatures
333 or fewer Deny certification

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES CONTAINED ON PETITION: Based on the
results of the random sample, it is estimated that the petition contains 277,370 valid signatures (at a
confidence level of 99.96%).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board certify the petition.
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