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IN THE MATTER OF THE 2021 ALASKA REDISTRICTING PLAN
SKAGWAY PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS on 10/27/2021

1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 - 0Qo-

3 MR. TORKELSON: Hi, Budd. Good afternoon.
4 ANDREW CREMATA: Hey, Peter, how are you

5 doing?

6 MR. TORKELSON: Good, good.

7 So, TJ, our deputy director, is going to be
8 joining us shortly. He is actually going to

9 facilitate the neeting today. Just wanted to get it
10 started.

11 W have Board Menber Sinpson with us, from
12 Juneau. And let's see here. Let ne make TJ the host
13  here. |

14 MEMBER MARCUM |'monline, as well, Peter
15 This is Bethany.

16 MR, TORKELSON: Onh, okay. Geat. Hi,

17 Bethany. You nmade it. Super.

18 MEMBER MARCUM  Yeah. |'Il have to junp

19 off. | have a 1:00, but | can be on for the first 30
20 mnutes.
21 MR, TORKELSON: Sure. Gkay. Geat.
22 So, Andrew, we have two board menmbers with
23 us, M. Sinpson and Ms. Marcum And TJ is going to
24  take over as the host.
25 You know, we can do a couple different
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formats, as you guys desire. But perhaps an initial

i ntroduction, to just kind of |ook at the maps, and

t hen questions, however it will proceed best. So |I'm
going to hand it off to TJ.

TJ, can you --

MR. PRESLEY: Yes. Can you guys hear ne?
Can you hear me, Peter?

MR. TORKELSON: Yeah. | hear you | oud and
cl ear, yeah

MR, PRESLEY: So in terms of how we want to
run this, have we decided if we wanted to do the
public testinmony style first and open up with that,
or do we want to do the other view of the maps?

MR, TORKELSON: | defer to Andrew, | guess,
what his thoughts are, or anyone else wants to chine
in, | guess.

ANDREW CREVATA: | think an overview to
start would be a good idea. | think nost everybody's
got their head wapped around it pretty well. But we
didn't have a lot of notice, so there could be people
joining in that don't have an intimate know edge of
t hese maps.

MR, TORKELSON. Ckay. Geat.

MR. PRESLEY: Peter, do you want to do the

map overview or do you want --
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MR. TORKELSON: Sure, yeah. Wy not. Maybe
"Il doit.

OCkay. So I'll just do a brief introduction
to the resources you can use to sort of engage with
the redistricting board and the various maps that we
have available. |'mgoing to share nmy screen. Let's
see here.

Can you give nme the hosting back, TJ, so
can share ny screen?

MR PRESLEY: Yes.

MR, TORKELSON: Thank you. Let ne get this
maxi m zed here.

MR PRESLEY: There you go.

MR, TORKELSON: Cool. Al right. Let's do
it. Al right. Here we go.

Ckay. So you should see ny browser wi ndow
now. Is that correct, TJ? Al right. So thisis
the redistricting board website, akredistrict.org.
There's lots of information here, if you'd like to
get involved and receive e-mail updates for the
redi stricting process.

And as we're getting near the end now, but
we do e-nmmil out frequent updates, so if you're
i nterested, please sign up and we'll add you to our

list so you keep apprised of the (indiscernible) as
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they (indiscernible).
For today, though, we'll talk nostly about
maps. You can clip on the map gallery link. The

Al aska Constitution requires the board to adopt at

1

2

3

4

5 least one draft map within 30 days of receiving the
6 census data. W got the census data on August 12th,
7 so we adopted a couple of draft naps Septenber 9th,
8 on the 29th day, and then we adopted the updated of
9 those, the next week adopted four additional plans
10 that were brought forward by third parties. The

11  third parties are the AFFER Coalition, AFFR -- those
12 are Alaskans for Fair and Equitable Redistricting,
13 Al askans for Fair Redistricting, and then the Doyon
14 Coalition, which is a coalition of Al aska Native

15 corporations and some non-profit, as well.

16 And then the Senate Mnority Denocratic

17 caucus, the mnority's caucus in that, in the Al aska
18 Senate, proposed their own plan. So there is a |ot
19 of maps to | ook at, alnost 300 of themif you wanted
20 to look at every PDF file.

21 So we won't go into all that detail today,

22 but | do want to show you just a couple of ways to

23 conmpare plans. That was -- | clicked on our
24 interactive map. And a way to overlay all the
25 different maps on top of each other, I'Il just
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1 denonstrate that briefly.

2 But the plan defaults to show ng board v3.
3 And the order here is just the order that the board
4 adopted them This is the order the board adopted

5 them so this is the order we present them There's
6 no other rationale behind the order.

7 So you can toggle on and off various plans
8 and see howthey differ. So you can see, for

9 exanple, where the lines match, you'll just see the
10 top layer.

11 And you'll see that in rural Al aska, the

12  board plans match perfectly 3 and 4. But once you
13 get into Fairbanks and into the Mat-Su area and then
14 down Sout heast, there's sone differences as to how
15 the different plans draw Sout heast Al aska. And you
16 can then layer on other plans, as well, to get a

17  concept for how the lines mght differ in your area.
18 And then to actually see a plan -- let's

19 just say for the sake of discussion, we'll start with
20 board v3. This has the traditional colored
21 districts, which nakes it easier just to see the
22 districts as a whole. And you can click on a
23 district and get the population that the district
24 contai ns.
25 And the Al aska Constitution requires the
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1 board to craft districts as near as practicabl e that
2 are of equal population. And the target nunber is

3 the population of the state, which is 733,391 peopl e,
4 according to the Census Bureau. And you divide that
5 by 40, which is the nunber of House districts that

6 Alaska has. And so then you get a nunber. W

7 actually get 18,334 and sonme change, but you round --
8 you round up in this case to 18,335. So that is the
9 target nunber that every district is shooting for.

10 And very few districts hit that perfectly,
11  because there's nore than one person in each census
12 bl ock, and the board can only build districts from
13 census bl ocks. W don't'actually just draw a line on
14 a map. W conpile these odd-shaped census bl ocks,

15 sonetinmes very odd-shaped census bl ocks, into a

16 district.

17 And so that's why you get sone kind of

18 funky, like, little, you know, bunps and crinkles and
19 things. Those are usually the sense of -- the shape
20 of the underlying census block. The board didn't
21 actually try to drawa little wiggle there. W just
22 chose that census block, and it had that shape to it.
23 So because there's nore than one person that
24 lives in sone blocks, 60 -- you m ght have 60 in one
25 block, 40 in another, 200 in the next, you can't hit
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1 the population perfectly, so we shoot to get as cl ose
2 as we can. This one is about 1 percent bel ow the

3 target, and this one is .84 percent below the target.
4 So they're only about 40 -- about 45 people separate
5 these two districts in population.

6 And you can see, if you zoominto the

7 populated transition area, that -- zoomall the way
8 in here, census bl ocks were chosen to try to nake as
9 clean of aline as possible, while still hitting that
10 target popul ation.

11 So if you -- for exanple, if you take this
12 next Dblock here, you mght get a certain nunber of

13 nore people. If you take this -- you know, this

14 bl ock here, which is a long skinny one, it has a | ot
15 of folks init. So if you nove it, then you have to
16  nove ot her bl ocks somewhere else. So it can be a

17  very conplicated process to find the conbination of
18 blocks that gets you close to the target -- the

19 target popul ation.
20 Let's ook at v4, just to conpare the
21  Sout heast options that the board drew. This is a --
22 what would be called a doughnut district.
23 There's four criteria that the board nust
24  use when drawing districts. The constitution says
25 that the board should draw districts that are
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1 conpact, contiguous -- that nmeans that you, in

2 theory, could walk fromany one place in the district
3 to any other place. You can't have two broken pieces
4 apart fromeach other, and as nearly -- relatively

5 socioeconomcally integrated.

6 So the board is paying a lot of attention to
7 testinmony where fol ks say we have nore econom c or

8 social connections with this area of the state than
9 with that area of the state.

10 And then finally, as near as practicable,

11 equal in population.

12 So a doughnut district, which is what you
13 see here, is contiguous.' You can wal k anywhere from
14 there, and then there's a -- down sort of -- this --
15 this district nodels a Mendenhal |l Valley and Lenon
16 Creek sort of core out of the Cty and Borough of

17  Juneau.

18 The effect of this is -- for Skagway is that
19 you would be in the same House district as downtown
20 Juneau, which is simlar to, |I think, the way your

21 current district is; whereas, board plan v3 has you
22 wth the Upper Lynn Canal. And Skagway woul d be

23 drawn in with the Upper Lynn Canal, and then, you

24  know, the north portion of the popul ated area of

25 Juneau, which includes some of the Mendenhall Valley
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1 and some of Auke Bay, although it |ooks like in this
2 version a portion of Auke Bay is with Juneau, as

3 well.

4 So those are -- that's just a brief overview
5 of some of the resources. You also have PDF files.
6 If you're not an interactive map person, you could

7 choose to view a PDF file. This is nore useful for
8 printing. This has every Southeast map in the PDF

9 formthat you could perhaps print out or use in sone
10 other way that's easier to use than a Google Map

11 mght be.

12 You see all of the various options here,

13 i ncl udi ng the ones we' ve | ooked at, and then sone of
14 this, as well. Senate Denocrats have a different

15 viewor a different idea. Doyon takes a little

16 different path, as well. And then -- so those are
17 avail able for your use.

18 So that's, | think, a brief summary of sort
19 of howto find map information, and | think, you
20 know, wi de open to questions and then, of course, we
21 nove into sort of a public testinony phase. This
22 nmeeting is being recorded, so we'll have a record of
23 your testinony. And then it will be transcribed and
24 added to the witten record, as well, so that it's
25 part of the database that we can search then at a
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1 later time if needed. W can print it out. [It'll be
2 part of our official packets at board neetings, and

3 of course part of the record of the redistricting

4 project.

5 So | think we can take it fromthere. | can
6 stop sharing.

7 MR. PRESLEY: Yeah. So at this point what

8 we usually do in the in-person testinony, we have a

9 big question-and-answer session before we switch over
10 to public testinony.

11 So | think for people who are online, we

12 want to leave it open for a mnute to see if you have
13  specific questions about'any of the maps before we

14  switch over to testinony. So you can raise your hand
15 on your video screen if your video's on. You can use
16 your reaction buttons on the bottom which have a

17  raised-hand option. Just sonme way to | et us know who
18 is about to speak, so for recording options we can

19 neke sure we have it for the record.
20 So are there any questions? Ckay. Not
21 seeing any questions. W can always conme back to
22  questions.
23 So why don't we start taking sone public
24  testinmony so we can have that for the record. Is
25 there anybody who wants to submt public testinony
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1 for the record to begin with, to start off? Mayor

2 Cremata, go ahead.

3 ANDREW CREMATA:  If | can start. At our

4 |ast assenbly neeting we brought this up. Cbviously
5 we haven't had a lot of tinme to talk about it, but

6 fortunately we did have an assenbly nmeeting in

7 between the tine we were made aware of it and this

8 nmeeting.

9 And we do appreciate you guys putting this
10 neeting together on such short notice. Wile we

11  couldn't do it here in person, | see that a nunber of
12  peopl e have been able to get on here to coment.

13 The opi ni on of the assenbly table, ny

14  opinion, and the opinion of the borough manager are
15 all identical. W believe that it is 100 percent in
16  our best interests to remain in the district along
17  with downtown Juneau. | think our preference and --
18 you know, there's a couple of assenbly nenbers on

19 here, but ny preference is that the Senate Mnority
200 map is the one that | support personally, but we're
21 definitely not opposed to those other two maps that
22  keep us wthin the dowmntown Juneau district.

23 You know, citing a few reasons, our

24 econom es are |linked, because we both deal with

25 tourismdirectly via the cruise ships, which
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obviously is pretty much the nain show here in
Skagway. But it's inportant for us to be linked with
our partners in Juneau who deal with the same
industry. And | think that one's pretty obvious.

Sone of the ones that may be a little |ess
obvious is we have, you know, historical buildings,
both communities in those districts that are very
i mportant to our culture and to our heritage here in
Alaska. So | did want to cite that as another reason
we'd like to be in the district. And there's sone
educational ones, as well. Most inportant of all,

t hough, is the econony.

So that's ny coment . Agai n, thanks, you
guys. | appreciate you guys taking the tinme to do
this today.

MR. PRESLEY: Are there further public
conment s?

Al'l right. Deborah Potter, go ahead.

DEBCRAH POTTER. Al right. Thank you for
the tine.

I'mal so an assenbly nenber, and | woul d
just like to echo Mayor Cremata's statenents.
think you have to | ook no further than |ast year,
2020, when in Skagway we |lost -- you know, we didn't

have any cruise ships, and that resulted in a
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95 percent |oss of our econony.
And | think that really what ties us to the
downt own Juneau district, and separates us from

pl aces |ike Auke Bay and the Mendenhall Valley -- |

the sanme district with downtown Juneau

1

2

3

4

5 just think it's inperative that we continue to be in
6

7 And al so, thank you forgetting this together
8

9

for us.
MR. PRESLEY: Thank you. | see that we
10 still have a few other people online. Does anybody
11 want to publicly testify while we're still open for
12 it?
13 | see Jaime Bricker. Jaine Bricker, would

14 you like to testify? Perfect. Jaine, go ahead.

15 JAIME BRICKER H . M nanme is Jaine

16 Bricker. | would like to echo the sentiments of

17  Mayor Cremata and Assenbly Menmber Potter.

18 | did submit ny comrents in witing, but

19 just to reiterate that the soci oeconomc correlation
20  between Skagway and downtown Juneau is very strong,
21 and it's very inportant. And | would like to see us
22 remain in the sane -- Skagway remain in the sanme

23 district as downtown Juneau, and that we remain

24  connected to sone of our rural Al askan areas that are

25 simlar in size and | ocation and issues.
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1 So thank you for hearing us today.

2 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you, Jaine.

3 | can just kind of go down the list. | see
4  John WAl sh is on, though I"'m-- do you want to

5 provide testinony, John?

6 JOHN WALSH: Thank you, TJ and nenbers of

7 the board. Coincidentally, |I'ma resident of

8 Douglas, so | would speak in favor of Skagway

9 remaining affiliated with Douglas, downtown Juneau,
10 Hai nes, and as Jai me says, the Angoon and snall er

11  communities around Juneau.

12 I've worked with the nunicipality for the
13 last probably 15 years, and | don't think | can count
14 a time when we really needed to interface with north
15 Juneau, practically speaking. W -- our focus has
16  been with general government, the CBJ, the industry
17 that serves both comunities.

18 Skagway is the third highest recipient of
19 cruise passengers in the State of Alaska. That's
20 tremendous significance. Ketchikan, Juneau, and
21  Skagway have that in common. The downtown busi ness
22 association is simlar to the -- the business
23 comunity in downtown Juneau
24 And the -- and just the larger Upper Lynn
25 Canal connection is intact, in ny mnd, nore
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1 succinctly when the three governnental -- at |east

2 t he Hai nes, Juneau, Skagway, and if Angoon were

3 included, but those -- that linkage is inportant.

4 And | would think that one of those three

5 maps that shows Skagway wi th downtown Juneau woul d be
6 reasonably supported by the community, fromny

7 experience there anyway.

8 Thank you. And as a resident of Douglas, |
9 welcone that, as well.

10 MR, PRESLEY: Geat. W'IIl keep going down
11 the list. | see a nane of Minicipality of Skagway.
12 | do not see your nane. Did you want to testify?

13 Ckay. Geat. Geat. |

14 Wiy don't we go to charity Ponerai. | see
15 she's on the phone. So, Charity, if you can hear us
16 and you'd like to testify, please go ahead.

17 CHARI TY POVERAI: Yes. Can you hear ne?

18 MR PRESLEY: Yes, |loud and clear.

19 CHARITY POVERAI: Ckay. | just wanted to
20 echo all of the sentiments that have been said so
21 far. We -- we need to retain a tie to downtown
22  Juneau especially, because that is -- is the center
23 that mrrors what we are here in Skagway.
24 So | just -- everything that has been said,
25 | wanted to echo.
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1 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you for your

2 testinony.

3 | see next we've got Cooper Hayes. Cooper
4 if you can hear us and you'd like to testify, please
5 go ahead.

6 COOPER HAYES: Hi. Can you hear ne?

7 MR, PRESLEY: Loud and clear.

8 COOPER HAYES: Oh, great. H . Again, |I'm
9 goingto-- I"mgoing to echo everything that has

10 been said. | agree that it's inportant that Skagway
11 remains aligned with the downtown Juneau district,
12 because our economes are so |inked.

13 And as | said, that soci oeconomic link is
14 vital to our success as a tourist comunity and --
15 yeah, | think we need to support one of these naps,
16 version 4, Doyon, or the Senate Mnority.

17 | agree with Mayor Crenata that the Senate
18 Mnority option is probably best. But again, | think
19 it's very inportant that we stay linked with the
20 downtown Juneau district. Thank you.
21 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you, Cooper.
22 Next | see we've got a Mke Swasey onli ne.
23 Mke, if you can hear us and you'd like to testify,
24  unmute yourself and go ahead.
25 M KE SWASEY: |'mokay. |'mjust here to
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report on the proceedings. Thank you.
MR. PRESLEY: Gkay. Geat. So | see Tina
Seier. Hope |'msaying your |last nane right, Tina.

But if you can hear us, why don't you take yourself

1

2

3

4

5 off nmute and testify, if you' d like to.

6 KRISTIN SEIER. Al right. Thank you. M
7 name is Kristin Seier. M nicknane is Tina.

8 And I'ma lifelong Al askan resident. And
9 conpletely agree with what everybody el se has said
10 about being aligned and district with the downtown
11  corridor of Juneau. It makes it a |ot easier for our
12  people that are representing us because we have so
13 nmany simlar ci r cunst ances.

14 And | just wanted to also put ny -- put ny
15 hand up to say that | conpletely agree with nmaking
16 sure that we stay in a downtown Juneau district.

17  Thank you

18 MR, PRESLEY: Thank you, Tina.

19 Let's go to Reba Hylton. Reba, if you can
20 hear us and you'd like to testify, take yourself off
21 mute and go ahead.
22 REBA HYLTON. Geat. Thank you. Thank you
23 for making the time for our community.
24 | am an assenbly menber here, and we did

25 speak to this at the table. It was brought up and it
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1 was unaninous that we all have the same sentinents

2 that have been echoed here. So | think that's a very
3 strong statenent in itself.

4 And we represent the comunity, and the

5 community going forward would like to stay in the

6 same district as downtown Juneau for everything

7 that's already been stated. Thank you.

8 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you.

9 | don't see a first nane. The |ast person
10 onthe list so far is L. Taylor, or I. Taylor. If

11 you can hear us and you'd like to testify, go ahead.
12 Gve L. Taylor another second or two.

13 Ckay. | don't see L. Taylor. They were

14  kind of unnuted so | don't see their nmute and unnute
15 thing going off and on. So | think we can stay on
16 for alittle longer.

17 Peter, do you want to just stay on unti

18 1:30 and see if we get anybody el se, or how do you
19 want to proceed?
20 MR. TORKELSON: Yeah. W should probably
21 just |leave a wi ndow open in case anyone el se pops on.
22 W did issue, you know, a standard public notice. So
23 yeah, if we want to just |eave the w ndow open and
24 see if anyone else joins us, we can do that.
25 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. As people sign on, al
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1 of us will be here fromthe redistricting board until
2 1.30, so we will nake sure that as people sign on

3 that we are catching their public testinony.

4 | see nunicipality raised your hand, so why
5 don't you go ahead and ask your question?

6 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: M ne is nore of a

7 coment. |I'mhere in the assenbly chanbers in

8 Skagway, if anyone physically needs to come to this
9 | ocation. So we don't have anyone here now, but |
10 will stay on as long as you are on to accommmodate

11 anyone who mi ght show up.

12 MR. PRESLEY: Thank you for doing that. W
13  appreciate it. |

14 And then it |ooks |ike Deborah Potter has
15  her hand up.

16 DEBORAH POTTER  Yeah, thank you. Since we
17 have a little down tinme, it seens |ike the three

18 options that keep Skagway in the -- w th Douglas and
19 downtown Juneau are the version 4, the Doyon, and the
20 Senate Mnority. |Is there a way you can use your

21 fancy skills and do an overlay of those three nap

22 options for us, just to look at?

23 MR, PRESLEY: Uh-huh.

24 DEBORAH POTTER:  Thank you

25 MR. PRESLEY: Peter, you're really handy
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

with the overlay. Do you want me to make you the
host and | et you do that one?

MR, TORKELSON: Yeah, sure. |If you want to
switch the host back, | can pull sonething up here.

MR. PRESLEY: There you go.

MR, TORKELSON: (kay. Gve ne just a second
to get a dedicated browser wi ndow here going. Ckay.
Share screen. Ckay.

So you shoul d see ny browser now. And |'l
take you to this. The multi-plan interactive will do
what you would |ike, although it's -- can be
difficult to see nore than two at a tinme, at |east
for me. Maybe I'n1cha||énged that way. |'m not
sure. But there can be a lot of lines.

So I'"'mgoing to layer on different things
and kind of see if there's a way to cleanly present
what | think you' re asking for.

So this is board plan v3, which does the
north -- kind of a north-south break in the CBJ, as
we di scussed earlier.

And then | can layer on -- you said you were
interested in v4; is that correct? That's the sort
of the large geographical area with this snal
doughnut hole for Mendenhall -- Mendenhall Valley and

Lenon Creek.
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1 And then you wanted to see -- | think it was
2 Doyon, correct? Feel free to chime inif that's not
3 correct.

4 DEBCRAH POITTER:  No, you're correct.

5 MR, TORKELSON: (kay. So Doyon does -- and
6 | -- you know, I wasn't in the roomwhen Doyon drew
7 their map, but | can tell you from experience that at
8 | east out here, nobody lives out here. So these

9 Dblocks can be taken up here -- you know, so this

10 is -- the end of the road is, |ike, what, right

11 there, | think.

12 So past that, Berners Bay, and then this

13 area here is all zero population. So this -- take --
14 grab this chunk of geography, just prevents the

15 doughnut hole look of it. There is no functiona

16 difference, but it just prevents a doughnut hole.

17 And | have heard, you know, various folks
18 just say it just |ooks better if it's not a doughnut
19 hole. Okay. That's obviously subjective.
20 But there's no policy difference to having
21 this in one district or not. It's really the
22  popul ation down here is the difference. And so you
23 can see that they also tried to draw a Iine, and they
24  chose in this case -- | think that is a -- thisis
25 just a census block line here. There's no people
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

here either. This is all nountains, so they ended
up -- whereas one divides here, they split it here.

And then | ooking at Doyon -- and was the
Senate Mnority the other one you were | ooking at, as
| recall?

MR. PRESLEY: Yeah, Senate Mnority, she
sai d.

MR, TORKELSON: (kay. Good. So Senate
Mnority appears in teal, Doyon appears in like a
burgundy color. And you'll see that they're al nost
i dentical for their CBJ treatnment. They just have a
slightly different break here, you know, one going
around the airport, the ot her goi ng around here a
little bit further. They don't even make it to Sun
Poi nt .

And then, you know, there's -- there are
actually some -- there is some population right in
here. So they just took two different approaches, so
exactly how you divide the popul ated concentration
bet ween Mendenhal | Vall ey and Juneau.

And then otherwi se, they | ook like they're
pretty simlar. And then | do see a difference here.
Doyon | ooks |like it grabs Gustavus, is what |'m
seeing. And the Senate Mnority reaches down and

grabs Angoon, |ooks Iike.
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So there's sonme tradeoff going on between,
do you include Gustavus with the downtown Juneau
Upper Lynn Canal areas, or do you cut Qustavus out of
that m x and instead reach down and take Admralty
Island inits entirety with Angoon and -- you know,
there's a few-- (indiscernible). Oh, it's right up
there. So there is some slight differences there,
but not much.

And then board v4, just to flip back and
t ake Doyon of f, board v4 does take Gustavus with
downt own Juneau and does not extend down to Angoon.
So that's -- there is a difference there between v4
and Senate Mnority. |

So was that helpful? | mean, | really
wanted to color these districts in like a
(indiscernible) district and match the | ook. But
what happens, when all the colors layer on top of
each other, it just turns like nud. You can't see --
you can't see the topography underneath it. So
that's why we ended up with lines being the way to do
the multi-plan interface. | hope that was --

DEBCRAH POTTER  Thank you for that.

MR, TORKELSON: Yeah. Do you have any ot her
questions? GCkay. W'Ill stand by.

DEBORAH POTTER:  Yep
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1 MR. PRESLEY: | don't see anyone el se having
2 signed on yet.

3 Why don't we nmake sure we give L. Taylor or
4 |. Taylor, who has signed on, an opportunity to

5 testify before we take a little recess. Anything

6 fromlL. Taylor? Nothing yet. Okay. No worries.

7 So we will hang out until 1:30 and nonitor
8 the list and see if anybody else signs on. And if

9 anybody does, we will make sure to take public

10 testinmony fromthem So we'll just take a little

11 mni recess for a mnute.

12 (Pause.)

13 MR PRESLEY: But it does | ook |ike we' ve
14  been joined by Melinda Minson. Melinda, welcome to
15 the Skagway public hearing regarding redistricting.
16 W were on a recess waiting for another Skagway

17 resident to signin, so if you would like to provide
18 testinony and you can hear us, feel free to take your
19 mcrophone off nute and go ahead with your public
20 testimony. This is for Melinda Minson.
21 VELI NDA MUNSON:  Hi. |I'mwith the Skagway
22 Natives, and |I'mjust observing. Thank you.
23 MR. PRESLEY: Oh, good. If you would |ike,
24  we can provide you a recording fromtoday's neeting
25 so far, because we've had sonme public testinmony
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1 occur. So if you just shoot me an e-nail fromthe

2 website, if that sounds good to you, we can get that
3 to you.

4 MELI NDA MUNSON:  Perfect. Thank you.

5 MR. PRESLEY: Yep. Janalynn Hager, | see

6 you joined the neeting. W were on a little recess
7 while we waited for nore people to sign up. So if

8 you can hear us and you'd like to provide testinony,
9 please unnute yourself and go ahead.

10 JANALYNN HAGER: Ckay. |'ve unnuted nyself.
11 | just would like to voice a concern that
12  you mght change the district of Skagway so that

13  we're not in comunities simlar to ours. W are

14  dependent on our cruise ship activity and nore

15 simlar to downtown Juneau, and I'd like to see us
16 stay in a district that is dependent on cruise ships
17 | i ke ours, so the decisions we make are |ike-m nded.
18 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you for your

19 testinony, Janal ynn.
20 It |ooks Iike we have al so been joined by
21  Kathy Hosford.
22 Kathy, if you can hear us and you'd like to
23 provide testinony, go ahead and unnute yourself and
24  go ahead with your testinmony. Kathy Hosford, if you
25 can hear us, we cannot hear you yet. |If you are
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1 wanting to provide testinony, we will let it hang out
2 for another 30 seconds or so to see if you wanted to
3 provide any testinmony to the redistricting board.

4 Ckay. We can cone back to Kathy Hosford.

5 Wy don't we nove on

6 W' ve had another resident join us, Katelyn
7 Jarrod. Katelyn, you're on with the redistricting

8 board. And if you' d like to provide testinony, we're
9 ready to hear it, so go ahead and unmute yourself and
10 give us your thoughts.

11 KATELYN JARRCD: Hi, can you hear ne?

12 MR. PRESLEY: Yes, |loud and clear.

13 KATELYN JARROD: Hi . Yes, | just wanted to
14  support the initiatives to keep Skagway with the

15 downtown district of Juneau. |'mnot super-famliar
16 with the three different proposals, but for our

17 community it makes nore sense to stick with the

18 downtown district rather than the Valley. Thank you.
19 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you for the
20 testinmony. Wy don't we give -- oh, see if Kathy
21 wants to provide testinony, give her another few
22 seconds. Kathy Hosford, if you'd like to provide
23 testinmony? | don't hear anything from Kathy yet.
24 So | see that Cooper Hayes, assenbly nenber,
25 has raised their hand. Cooper, why don't you go
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1 ahead.

2 COOPER HAYES: Hi. M husband just returned
3 fromwork, and he would like to testify. H's nane is
4 lan Hayes. Is that all right?

5 MR. PRESLEY: Yes. Since we don't have a

6 little block with his nane on it, if he just makes

7 sure to state his name for the record so that when we
8 gototranscribe it, it's very clear.

9 | AN HAYES: Ckay. H. M name is lan

10 Hayes. | ama Skagway resident.

11 And |'mon just to urge you to keep Skagway
12 in the sane district as downtown Juneau. | believe
13 that's the Senate M nority plan, is the one that I'm
14  nost in favor of.

15 | just want to point out that | was raised
16 in the Mendenhall Valley. | went to dacier Valley,
17 1 went to Floyd Dryden, and | got ny college degree
18 fromUAS. | was there fromthe ages of 1 to 23

19 And the |ifestyle, socioeconom c situation

20 all the things that the two different communities
21 need are not the same, being Skagway and the

22  Mendenhall Valley. So as nuch as we can keep Skagway

23 tied into dowmntown Juneau, | think that would be
24 beneficial. Thanks.
25 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you, lan, for
Page 28
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1 that testinony.

2 | don't see anybody el se signed on yet.

3 think we |ost Kathy Hosford, so hopefully if she is

4  hearing us anywhere el se, she can send us an e-mail

5 Nobody el se signed on yet, so we're going to
6 gotoalittle mni recess again and wait to see if

7 we have any nore Skagway residents sign on

8 (Pause.)

9 MR. PRESLEY: -- Skagway resident who has

10 joined us. So Elizabeth Lavoy, if | said your |ast
11 name right, if you can hear us, you are on with the
12 redistricting board taking public testinony from

13  Skagway. So if you can hear us and you' d like to

14  provide testinmony, why don't you go ahead and unnute
15 yourself and go ahead with your thoughts.

16 So, Elizabeth, if you can hear us, we cannot

17 yet hear you, if you are here for testinony. W wll

18 leave it open for another 30 seconds -- oh, | see
19  your unmute went -- to let us know what you're

20  thinking.

21 ELI ZABETH LAVOY: H there. Sorry. Just
22  signing on.

23 | basically just wanted to voice ny support
24  in keeping Skagway paired with downtown Juneau. |

25 think we have, you know, economic simlarities, our
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port, our historic district, our downtown, our

wal kabi lity, our econom c business basis, they al
mrror what is happening in downtown Juneau. And it
does not make any sense for us to be paired in a
district with, say, the Valley. There are just too
many simlarities, and so | -- | support any of the
options that keep us paired with downtown Juneau.
Thank you.

MR. PRESLEY: Geat. Thank you, Elizabeth,
for your testinony. W don't have anyone signed on
yet, so we wll goto alittle recess until we do.

(Pause.)

MR. PRESLEY: |f you can hear us, this is
the redistricting board. You are online with us.

So if you can hear us and you would like to
provi de testinony, please go ahead and unnute
yoursel f and go ahead with your thoughts.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Ckay. Can you hear

me?

MR. PRESLEY: Yes, |oud and clear.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Okay. Thank you very
much. | couldn't get into ny hotel roomhere in
Juneau, so I'msorry I'"'mlate on this. | just got

t he key redone.

| do want to weigh in on the redistricting.

Page 30

SGY-2005, Page 31 of 43



IN THE MATTER OF THE 2021 ALASKA REDISTRICTING PLAN
SKAGWAY PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS on 10/27/2021

1 The thing that is really inportant to ne is geography
2 and sharing the northern Lynn Canal. | really

3 believe that it needs to be considered. That

4 geography is very inmportant. Al of the snall towns
5 that have a port have cruise ships.

6 But as far as transportation corridors and

7 having simlar issues, | truly believe that Haines

8 and Skagway need to be a part of the northern Lynn

9 Canal, the north part of Juneau.

10 And | appreciate you taking ny testinony on
11 that.

12 MR. PRESLEY: Geat. W are really glad you
13 could connect. Thank you, Kat hy.

14 | don't see any new testifiers online yet.
15 We will still be here until 1:30 about, the

16 redistricting board, so we'll go back to our little
17 recess and | ook for any nore Skagway residents who

18 mght be signing on.

19 (Pause.)
20 MR. PRESLEY: -- in Skagway has reached
21 1:30 p.m, so at 1:30 p.m we were scheduled to end.
22 | want to make sure that we give L. Taylor
23  who has signed on, one nore opportunity to testify.
24 L. Taylor, we aren't sure if you' ve been
25 able to hear us, but if you can now and if you'd like
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to provide testinony, feel free to unmute yourself
and go ahead with your thoughts.
| don't see any unnuting going on, so L.

Taylor, if you can hear us and you'd like to get in

1
2
3
4
5 touch with us, we are at akredistrict.org. And we've
6 got a "Get in Touch Wth Us" or "Get Involved" or

7 "Contact Us," nultiple forms that you can use to get
8 intouch with the redistricting board with any

9 thoughts you m ght have.

10 ['lI'l close out for myself by saying thank

11 you, guys, for having such good attendance on a quick
12 turnaround neeting, and a Zoom neeting for that

13  matter. |

14 ['lIl let Budd and Peter speak to any

15 thoughts that they have before we sign off, though.
16 MEMBER SI MPSON:  This is Board Menber

17  Sinpson. | just want to thank everyone who took the
18 tine to sign on to the Zoom neeting today for

19 testifying and providing your thoughts on the issue.
20 Al'l of these -- all of this portal testinony
21 wll be transcribed (indiscernible) here today

22 (indiscernible), and we're going to be considering

23 all of the testinony and all of the witten

24 subm ssions during the next couple of weeks as we

25 finalize the map.
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1 So again, thanks -- thanks for taking the
2 time and adding your interest to comment today.

3 MR, TORKELSON: Thanks, Budd.

4 Yeah, thanks, everyone, for turning out

5 today. And do use the website, explore the naps, |et
6 us know if you have any questions. W're here to
7 help.

8 And it'll be a busy -- our deadline is

9 Novenber 10th, so we have a busy couple of weeks
10 ahead of us, and then we'll have sone final decisions
11  nmade. So thanks for turning out today, and have a
12  good day.

13 MR PRESLEY: Thanks, guys. Have a good
14  one, Skagway.

15 (End of audio recording.)

16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 TRANSCRI BER S CERTI FI CATE

2 I, Jeanette Starr, hereby certify that the
3 f oregoi ng pages nunbered 1 through 33 are a true,

4 accurate, and conplete transcript of a public neeting
5 held via Zoomin Skagway, Al aska on Cctober 27, 2021
6 transcri bed by ne froma copy of the electronic sound
7 recording, to the best of ny know edge and ability.
8 Dated this the 11th day of January 2022.

9
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Jeanette Starr, Transcri ber
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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 - 0Qo-

3 CHAIR BINKLEY: -- that's practicable to an
4  even number of all of 40 districts in the state. So
5 that's really the charge that we have. That's what
6 we are attenpting to do.

7 There's any dozens of hundreds, thousands of
8 ways you could draw the political lines around the

9 state of Al aska, but we're doing the best we can

10 here. And we've got the help fromthird parties, as
11 well, as you'll see the maps on the wall, that have
12  put forward their own ideas.

13 So the format here is to take your tine, go
14 to each area, look at the different areas, talk to
15 any one of us, the three board nmenbers, or our staff
16 menbers who are here, TJ and Juli.

17 There's -- what we are trying to do is get
18 your input, give you information so that you can

19  better understand what we've done and what the third
20 parties have done, and then get your input.

21 So there's a nunber of ways that you can

22 provide that input. There's witten coments that
23 you can provide. W've got two laptops here. |If you
24 want to just wite your comments in, you can wite
25 them type themright in. They go right to us.

Page 2
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Juli is here, if you want to give testinony
to Juli and she can transcribe that for you. If you
want to do it, just feel nore confortable speaking
into a mcrophone, you can do that, as well.

And there's also a QR code where you can go
directly to our website and take your time and put
the information in, as well.

Let's see. Did | nmention -- did | forget
anything? That's it, as far as input?

MR PRESLEY: Uh- huh.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Take your time. Walk
around. Look at everything. Gather one of us from
the board or one of the staff nenbers if you' ve got
questi ons.

There's al so individuals fromsome of the
third-party maps that are represented al so that could
answer a | ot of questions, they put a lot of time and
a lot of research into, and they are a great source
of information, as well.

Yes, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Can you describe the
popul ati on changes in Sout heast Al aska and the need
for redistricting?

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Well, the need for

redistricting, every ten years, of course, everywhere

Page 3
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1 around the country, begin a census. People nove.

2 And the purpose really is to redraw the |ines based
3 on the novenent of people around the state.

4 And so it's -- it's supposed to be a way to
5 equalize every ten years and get nore equa

6 representation based on those three guiding

7 principles. So that's the process that we're in, and
8 that's why it's required every ten years. In our

9 constitution, it requires us to do that.

10 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: But have the popul ations
11 changed in the district?

12 CHAIR BI NKLEY: Well, we -- another charge
13 that we have is that we don't | ook at current

14 districts. You start with a blank nap every ten

15 years.

16 And so the purpose is not to try and

17 replicate what districts have been there for the |ast
18 ten years or with regard to incunbents, not to

19 protect incunmbents or not to target incunbents.
20 So we really don't look at all about where
21 our legislators are or where current districts are,
22 as well. It really -- the purpose is to start over
23 with a fresh nap every ten years.
24 Ckay. Yes, sir.
25 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: So (i ndiscernible).

Page 4
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CHAI R BI NKLEY: (I ndiscernible.)

(I ndi scernible conversations - person wal ki ng

with recording device.)

CHAI R BI NKLEY: -- trenmendous anount of
public testimony. Every neeting that we have, we
began by having public testinmony, and at the end of
each nmeeting we had public testimony. W felt that
for -- when we'd go out to all the comunities,
there's a better way to do that, where people can --

(I ndi scernible conversations - person wal ki ng

with recording device.)

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: -- of your hands,
woul d you |ike to have an open mc, like you' ve seen
in Anchorage? |Is that what |'mhearing fromyou that
you would like to do?

Is it possible to do that?

(I ndi scernible conversations - person wal ki ng

with recording device.)

CHAIR BI NKLEY: So | woul d suggest that when
we get to the end of this session, that we can extend
so peopl e can have a chance to proceed fromthat.

MR, PRESLEY: We can switch over to a style
of public testinony naybe around 5: 30.

CHAI R BI NKLEY:  Ckay.

MR, PRESLEY: The |ast hour.

Page 5
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CHAI R BINKLEY: That sounds reasonabl e.

MR PRESLEY: Geat.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Ckay. 5:30 then, we
should --

MR. PRESLEY: Switch over, yep

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Yeah, we'll switch over.

MR. PRESLEY: We'Ill| have a m crophone and
everybody can cone up, up front.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: That sounds good.

MR, PRESLEY: Yep.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: (Okay. 5:30, if you can hold
your questions until 5:30.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: No, |'d rather not.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Yeah, well --

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: | nean, we're going

CHAI R BI NKLEY: You've got the mc.

MR PRESLEY: Here's a chair. He handed ne
the mc.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Yeah, go ahead.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE:  You know,
(indiscernible) really appreciate you being here, and
| appreciate the board. Public service is not easy.
Because you know, you're experiencing

(indiscernible). You (indiscernible) raise this

Page 6
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1 issue. | could go hone, deal with a couple other

2 things.

3 | think the significant question is, now

4 that you know there is the appearance, if not sinply
5 a consequence, of what appears to be a

6 gerrymandering, bringing in that kind of political

7 shenanigan into Juneau in some of these maps, now

8 that you know that this sinple [ine which is a

9 coincidence that seens to be targeting the

10 (indiscernible), nowthat the board knows that,

11  couldn't you, as you say, make these m nor

12 adjustnments as opposed to dealing with the appearance
13 of this gerrymandering and causing all this strife?
14 CHAI R BI NKLEY: W will be making

15 adjustnents, and that will occur after we've been

16 around the state taking testinony, just like we are
17  here today.

18 And that's -- that's the time to doit. So
19 we've got these six versions that we're going to take
20 around the state. But just what you said, if you --
21 if that's the way you feel, you should
22 (indiscernible) to us, so that all five board nenbers
23 can hear that, as well.
24 And | think we heard that from ot her areas,
25 as well. And | think that's -- previous boards have
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1 all been accused of that, and it happens around the

2 country.

3 | can just tell you genuinely, | think

4 there's one representative in the state that I know
5 where they live, and that's it. And it's -- it's

6 truly not sonething that we | ook at and that we nake
7 decisions around. And | --

8 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: | understand. You're
9 nowaware of it.

10 CHAIR BI NKLEY: W are aware of it, yeah
11 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE:  Thank you

12 CHAI R BI NKLEY: So thank you.

13 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: (I ndi scernible.)

14 CHAI R BI NKLEY: (I ndiscernible.)

15 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE:  Yeah.

16 CHAIR BI NKLEY: Yeah. So when we get to

17 about 5:30, if that's the will of this group, we'll

18 set up, and you should give us (indiscernible) and

19 we'll shut down the rest of (indiscernible).

20 Thank you.

21 (Indiscernible - multiple speakers.)

22 MR. PRESLEY: And, everybody, if you do want

23 to testify, let's make sure we sign up. We're going
24 to set up a sign-up sheet, so we get your nane for

25 the record. It's very inportant to sign up for
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testimony. We have a sign-up sheet right over here.

MEMBER BORROVEQ Hi, everyone. | want to
be responsive, as well, to the question about board
conposite 4. So that's -- that's the version that |
dr ew.

My nane is Nicole Borroneo. | was appointed
by the former house speaker, Bryce Edgnon. And this
is ny colleague, Budd Sinpson, if you don't know him
He is the primary author of board version 3.

But really quickly About Representative
Story, I'mgoing to be very honest to you howit's
happening. W were noving very quickly as a board.
We have a tight constitutional deadline in which we
have to publish a draft map. W (indiscernible)
extra day and allowed our staff to check, because the
software is not perfect. W chose not to.

As a result, there was bits and pieces,
smal |l little census blocks (indiscernible). It was
not done as an intentional gerrymandering. |
under stand the perception, but |'mjust being very
honest with you how t hat happened.

I't could have been avoi ded, and we have
since now debriefed as a board. And we do give our
staff the night to fact check the work, because we

are (indiscernible). W want to hear fromyou
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But Budd and | wanted to tell you the
differences primarily between version 3 and 4 that we
adopted as a board, and why they put that out here.
There were al so questions about your popul ation.

So as a region, you are now about 1
point- -- 1,100 individuals, in order to round out
your (indiscernible) district. You are not a
borough, though. What that neans then is that we can
have different deviations in the different districts,
as long as they are rationale.

So when we | ooked at Southeast, the first
thing that we -- we canme (indiscernible) is that
Yakut at shoul d be brought back into the Southeast
region, and it should be the northernnost tip, with
POW as your southernnost tip. 3 and 4 are nearly
identical, with the exception of how we have
cl assified Haines and Skagway.

And we put two different versions out to
hear fromyou primarily, but I'lIl start with
District 1. |It's Ketchikan and Wangell. W tried
different versions in which we had Petersburg
i ncluded, as well. But there are 2,200 people in
Petersburg, and that's far too nmany for that
district. It would have gone out to deviation in

such a manner that (indiscernible) with a district
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that big. So Petersburg had to be carved out.

And we | ooked at potentially bringing in
sone of the communities in the Prince of Wles
| sl and, just for deviation sake. And we decided at
the end not to do that, to keep the Prince of Wles
| sl and community whole, and to group theminside with
the outer coast, with Sitka as the primary hub there.
And then that will extend all the way up to Yakutat.

Now, when you |look at Districts 3 and 4 on
bot h proposed maps, that's the Juneau district. And
we've done it in two different ways. Version 4
groups -- that's the one | drew -- groups Hai nes and
Skagway wi th downtown Juneau, nmuch like it is now,
based on sonme of the public testinmony that we heard.

Budd' s version, version 3, groups Haines and
Skagway into the Mendenhal |l Valley based on, again,
public testinony that we've heard.

So one of the things that we are keenly
interested in hearing fromyou today, once we set up
the open mic, is really where Haines and Skagway
bel ong to your district and whether or not -- if you
just look at the color schenmes on those, you'll see
where the breaks are. And if you think that we've
broken up your region appropriately, that's what

we're here to do.
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But we want to hear fromyou. And I'm
wlling to stay as late as you need to, to get
t hrough everybody here today. W' ve heard |oud and
clear that you expect to address the board, and
that's what we flewin today to do.

l'mgoing to turn it over to Budd now.

MEMBER SI MPSON: Thanks, N col e.

So, you know, we've gotten quite a bit of
f eedback on the line between Districts 3 and 4 out in
t he Mendenhal | Valley (indiscernible) somewhere. And
we tried to be responsive to the feedback. W
believe we will see a different borderline drawn
com ng out in the next version.

So as N cole had indicated, none of our data
shows us where individual representatives |live, and
so we were drawing |ines based upon -- purely on
census bl ocks to get the numbers to Iine up
correctly. So that's how t hat happened.

Kind of anecdotally, we did sonething
simlar in Ketchikan (indiscernible), so we drew a
district that included Ketchikan, Wangell
(indiscernible). And when we realized -- and the
nunber wor ked out where we realized the only reason
it worked is because we had inadvertently left out a

(indiscernible) part of town in Ketchikan.
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1 So they were pretty spun up about that, but
2 we fixed it on this version. It looks |like there nmay
3 be other things that need fixing, too, so we'll take
4 care of that.

5 Let's see. We -- we're required to nmake our
6 maps so that the districts are contiguous

7 (indiscernible) and as conpact as possible and

8 (indiscernible). So | think that |ooks better for

9 conpactness and continuity.

10 It's always bothered ne that to get Haines
11 and Skagway in with downtown Juneau, which is

12 primarily a white collar governnment kind of econony,
13 we had to go around and make ki nd of a doughnut hol e
14 inthe mddle for the Valley. So take -- you can

15 look at the different options for this and see what
16 you think (indiscernible), process that and see where
17 we get.

18 I's there sonething else (indiscernible)?

19 MEMBER BORROVEC. | just want to assure

20 everyone in the roomthat we're taking our

21 constitutional duty seriously. W are mapping -- you
22  know, four to six hours a day nmany of us are mappi ng.
23 And the primary reason that we presented two
24 different versions of Southeast is based on the

25 public testinony that we have heard. Now, we know
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that some of you in the roomdon't think that Haines
and Skagway belong with downtown. We want you to
tell us why. W know that sone of you think that
they do belong with downtown. We want you to tell us
why.

This is the part of the process where we
need to hear fromyou, because these districts are
going to be in place for the next ten years. And the
board is working extremely well together. W have a
very conpetent staff, and we are very nuch | ooking
forward to hearing fromyou once we get enough chairs
and m crophones in here. It looks |ike we mght be
ready to go?

MR. PRESLEY: We're about ready to set up
so just -- if you let people mlIl, we wll set up.

MEMBER BORROVEQ: We're really close to
being able to do that piece. W'Ill cone and talk to
you a little bit nmore, and then TJ will give us a
sign when we're ready to go.

(I ndi scerni bl e background conversations.)

CAROL BUKLIS: Is this thing on?

CHAI R BI NKLEY: You can take your mask off
for the purposes of the testinony here today.

CAROL BUKLIS: ©h, okay.

CHAIR BINKLEY: And if you can just give us
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1 your name for the record, that would be great.

2 CAROL BUKLIS: |'m Carol Buklis (phonetic).
3 | live in Dougl as.

4 | have a couple of questions. First | want
5 to start by saying that | think people with simlar

6 interests and concerns shoul d be grouped together,

7 and certainly the interest and concerns of the people
8 in Juneau shoul d be grouped together.

9 So | have two questions. The first one

10 is -- and this is not necessarily tal king about

11 Juneau, but you can inply it does. |If you have a

12 nunicipality, and say it's in the mddle of an

13 i sl and, not here, of 33,000 people, can you fit that
14  population into two districts?

15 Can you guys answer questions, or no?

16 MEMBER SI MPSON:  |'Il answer. The districts
17 ideally contain -- so the districts are ideally

18 supposed to contain 18, 335 peopl e.

19 So when you have a town |ike Juneau, wth,
20 say, 33,000, you don't fill two districts. There's
21 enough for one conplete district, one, you know,

22 integrated district wthin the Borough of Juneau, and
23 then part of another district that requires you to go
24  outside the borough boundaries and bring in an extra
25 several thousand peopl e.
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1 CAROL BUKLIS: Are there any districts that
have, like, 16,500 people?
MEMBER SI MPSON:  No.
CAROL BUKLIS: Ckay. So -- but you could --

2

3

4

5 but the question really is, with 33,000 people, can
6 you put themall into two districts? | mean, yes --
7 MEMBER SI MPSON: Wl |, they --

8 CAROL BUKLIS: -- you can grab ot her people,
9 but it seens to me |like you should be -- you're not
10 tal king about 50,000 people, where you'd have 25, 000
11 and 25,000. You're talking 33. So I'masking, can

12 you fit those people into two districts?

13 MEMBER SI MPSON:  Yes, they are in two

14 districts --

15 CAROL BUKLIS: In --

16 MEMBER SI MPSON:  -- in our proposal, and

17 think in every proposal

18 CARCL BUKLIS:  Ckay.

19 MEMBER SI MPSON:  Yeah, but we have to bring
20 in Haines and Skagway, or one map brings Petersburg
21 into -- into it fromthe south end. W needed a few

22 thousand extra people in order to --

23 CAROL BUKLIS: But all --
24 MEMBER SI MPSON:  -- get two full districts.
25 CAROL BUKLIS: But all of Juneau is in
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1 tw -- isnowin tw districts?

2 MEMBER SI MPSON: I n our nap, Juneau is in

3 Districts 3 and 4, so everybody in Juneau is in one

4 or the other of those two districts.

5 CAROL BUKLIS: Okay. So not |ike the other

6 maps that |'ve seen, the earlier versions where there

7 were three districts -- people were in three

8 districts?

9 MEMBER SIMPSON:  No, | -- | don't think --
10 nean, years ago Sout heast had nore representatives
11  and nore senators than it does now because it
12 constituted a |arger percentage of the total state
13  population than it does now. But as other places in
14 the state have grown and Sout heast has failed to
15 grow, then we increnentally each tine get alittle
16 bit less representation
17 CAROL BUKLIS: Right. But the first nmaps
18 that | saw, there was a downtown district, there was
19 a Mendenhall Valley district, and then there was an
20 out the road, bigger, everyone congl onerated
21 district.

22 MEMBER SI MPSON:  That wasn't our map.

23 CAROL BUKLIS: Well, it was certainly the
24 map that | saw. No, it was on your website.

25 MEMBER SI MPSON: Wl |, we put some of the
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1 third-party maps on our website, too, so -- also

2 sometimes the colors -- the color schene is

3 confusing, so just put it (indiscernible).

4 CAROL BUKLI'S: And then the second question
5 is: Wuat are your criteria for having one side of

6 the street in one district and the other side of the
7 street in another district?

8 MEMBER SI MPSON:  So sometinmes we use a

9 street or a road as a boundary between districts.

10 That's just a matter of counting the population by
11  census block. And often the census bl ocks that we
12 are required to use, use those sane streets as -- as
13  boundaries. So you know, we may just be |ooking for,
14  you know, we need 150 extra people into this

15 district, and we will pick a census block that has
16 that many people at the end of the road.

17 And yes, you can have people on one side of
18 the road in one district and the other side of the
19 road in another district. Sonetinmes that's -- no
20 practical way around that.
21 CAROL BUKLIS: Ckay. Any other criteria
22 for --
23 CHAIR BINKLEY: It would be typica
24 actually -- you know, geographic features or roads,
25 that's typically where the lines are drawn. So -- so
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1 that would be usual to have it on a road. One side
2 of the road would be in one district and the other

3 side of the road would be the other district. One

4 side of the river would be in one district, one side
5 of the river would be in another district. You have
6 to have some boundary, sonething to define where the
7 edge of that district is, and roads and natura

8 geographic boundaries are typical.

9 CAROL BUKLIS: Okay. So |I'mtalking

10 specifically about the issue with Andi Story's

11 street. Was there -- is there sone sort of census
12  boundary that was between those two streets? |s that
13  what you're saying?

14 MEMBER SI MPSON:  Yeah. There's a census

15 bl ock that corresponds with where |'ve now been told
16 she lives, which I did not know until today. So --
17 and we're trying to straighten that out.

18 CARCL BUKLIS:  Ckay.

19 MEMBER BORROMEQ: Thank you. |'mjust going
20 to elaborate very briefly.
21 When you're working in the software that
22 we're working in and you're trying to bring in the
23 road into a district, sonetinmes if you click too
24 close to a census block, it will inadvertently grab
25 that block, as well.
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Budd has a di sadvantage in the sense that
he's not in Anchorage. He doesn't have access to the
staff that we do. He can't cone in and see the nap
and whatnot. He's relying on Zoom and ot her
technology to be able to see it.

We're also working very quickly. So this
was just a function of clicking part of the street,
it inadvertently grabbing a census block. He's
wor ked hard today to produce another version here.

| want to assure everyone in the room we
have not grabbed Representative Story's block on
purpose. |t was just sonething that happened because
it was so close to the road and clicking too close to
t he census bl ock.

CAROL BUKLIS: Okay. So the last thing I
want to say is thank you for your hard work on this.
And yeah, | guess that's it.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Ckay. Next is WII Kronick.

WII? Good evening. Welcone.

MR KRONICK: Hi. Hello. I'mWII Kronick.
| live here in downtown Juneau.

| just wanted to thank you for letting us
give testinmony. That nmeans a |ot to our conmmunity,
that we can have equal voice to our neighbors up

nort h.
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In terms of -- when | think of interest in
Sout heast, when people come in from Kl ukwan, Hai nes,
and Skagway, it's usually to shop, get medi cal
services, and also get services at Central Council,
Tlingit and Haida. And that would loop themin with
t he downtown district.

And | think the Doyon map, in ny eyes, seens
to sort of encapsulate that shared interest in the
best way. It doesn't -- with some of the other maps
that put Petersburg in with downtown, | don't see
those interests necessarily aligning. It's a
primarily fishing town, and it seens to me to be
better partnered with Sitka.

But again, | know you have to think about a
| ot of different conplicated things, and | appreciate
the time you're going to take in listening to us,
because | think this is really inportant. This
affects our generations to come. Qur children and
our grand children will be affected by this, so |
understand this is inportant. And thank you for
taking the tine to have this testinony.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Questions for WII?

WII, thank you

Next is WIlie Anderson

H, WIllie.
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1 WLLIE ANDERSON: Hello. M nane is Wllie
2 Anderson. | live in the Valley, and | have a couple
3 of points.

4 WIl made one of the points | was making, is
5 that if you're going to include outside of Juneau

6 Haines and Skagway is a better fit for Juneau.

7  People from Hai nes and Skagway cone into Juneau for

8 nmedical purposes, for shopping, for airline, out of

9 town, out of state. They always conme into Juneau

10 There's no place else for themto go. So that's one
11 point.

12 Second point is that as you | ook at the

13 district, the division -- we have two high schools

14 here in Juneau. One of the high schools is downtown,
15  Juneau- Dougl as. The ot her high school is out in the
16 Valley. And when you divide the Valley into parts

17 that 1've seen on sone of the maps, what you do is

18 you create a school -- high school that has two

19 representatives that has to be consulted if you have
20 a speaker.
21 So to the degree possible, | think we should
22  have the school district -- or the school boundaries
23 govern. | knowthat's not a constitutional natter,
24  but it's just a practical nmatter, in terms of how
25 children play together, spend tine together, and how
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fam|ies socialize together. So that's the second
poi nt .

And lastly, | appreciate the work that
you' ve done, and | think it's a tough job.
woul dn't want to have it. But it's sonething that
you -- we need to have sone |evel of fairness around
this, this map drawing. And the issue around Andi
Story, that's essentially three houses or four houses
that were put into that district, and that doesn't
make any sense to ne.

So thank you for your tine and your patience
W th us.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Wllie.

Questions? Yep, Nicole?

MEMBER BORROVEO: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

WIllie, the point about the school district
is well taken. And that's where | started the
genesis for my mapping of version 4. | understand
that for Juneau, the students have an opportunity to
choose whi ch school they want to attend, so it becane
alittle bit nore difficult when | was mappi ng Juneau
in terns of where that divide should be.

Where do you think it should be?

W LLIE ANDERSON: | woul d say either Sunny

Point or Fred Meyer's would be the dividing |ine.
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And you still end up with sone of the students who go
to Thunder Mountain in the dowmtown district, but not
as many as is displayed by the nmaps that |'ve seen so
far today.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, WIllie.

Okay. Next is Mguel Rohrbacher. |
apol ogize if | got that l[ast name w ong.

M GUEL ROHRBACHER: Thank you very much. M
name is Mguel Rohrbacher. | live in Dougl as.

And | want to thank you for serving on this
board. It certainly probably isn't easy being on a
board that's -- you know, your work is going -- if it
ends up in court, that never can be fun. So thank
you for the work you' re doing and the time you're
putting into it.

| had a couple of thoughts on -- on these
maps |1'd like to share. You know, with all respect
to the nmaps that the board put forward, | think the
best map that's been presented is by a third-party
group, which is Alaskans for Fair Redistricting. And
the reason is as nmuch about the lines that are drawn
as the process that went into it.

As | understand, the redistricting board
wor ked together to conpile the maps, and then is kind

of showi ng them around the state for |ocal coment.

Page 24

SGY-2004, Page 25 of 62



IN THE MATTER OF THE 2021 ALASKA REDISTRICTING PLAN
JUNEAU PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS on 09/27/2021

© 00 N oo o B~ W N P

N DN R NN R PR R R R R R R
g A W N B O © 0 N O O A W N B O

And | think the -- | think in sone ways that's kind
of a backward process fromwhat Al askans for Fair
Redistricting did.

As | understand, they, you know, as a
coalition or community group, went out to communities
and asked for their input on what their maps would be
and then put together the maps based on that, that
public comrent, versus kind of creating the maps and

then getting conment after the fact.

So in terms of process, |'minpressed by the
work they did. And | think will -- I think those
are -- you know, communities' own perspectives on

their socioecononmic ties are probably the best one.
A coupl e thoughts on the nap. As a Juneau
resident, | appreciate, with the AFFR map, that they

keep the natural -- or | say "natural," but downtown
and Valley divide. That's a -- you know, there are
people -- | grew up downtown in Douglas, but there's
folks in the Valley who, you know, conme to downtown
Juneau, you know, once a nonth, and there's people
downt own who go to the Valley once a nonth. There's
a clear kind of community divide there, and | think
sone of those maps that have a -- that divide it
differently aren't as accurate.

| think the AFFR map respects the -- kind of

Page 25

SGY-2004, Page 26 of 62



IN THE MATTER OF THE 2021 ALASKA REDISTRICTING PLAN
JUNEAU PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS on 09/27/2021

1 those Juneau nei ghborhoods, havi ng Mendenhal | Vall ey
2 and Auke Bay together and then a dividing |ine about
3 Lenmon Creek, you know, and then going to -- that

4 Valley district going to out the road nmakes sense,

5 versus cutting off the out the road folks into

6 another district.

7 | certainly think that people who live in --
8 out the road in Juneau, because they are on the road
9 system have a different -- or have nore in conmmon

10 with the Mendenhal | Valley or downtown than they

11  would with a resident in north and Sout heast Hai nes
12 and Skagway.

13 | noted that how Petersburg and Wangell was
14 divided up is different in all the different maps.

15 | -- 1 favor including Petersburg wth downtown

16 Juneau. In terns of close economc ties, | think

17  Petersburg has -- has a very affluent community.

18 Petersburg has quite a bit in common with -- wth

19  downtown Juneau, including in the workforce.
20 Although it's -- it's a fishing comunity,
21 there are -- there's certainly other sectors
22 represented, and | think that should be noted. And
23 that (indiscernible) about regional hubs, kind of the
24  regional hub for Petersburg | would argue is Juneau
25 rather than Sitka, so keeping that tie together makes
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sense to ne. That's where -- that's where the
medevac goes, that's where -- kind of that sort of
t hi ng.

I ncl udi ng Hai nes, Skagway, and Kl ukwan in
the rural north and Sout heast region seens | ogical
and i s not unprecedented, wth Haines, Skagway, and
Kl ukwan having been part of a larger north and
Sout heast district in the past. And | know that's
not part of your process, draw ng based on old maps.
But certainly, if you think about -- and I know state
subsi stence isn't supposed to cone into that, as
wel |, but if you think of Haines and certainly Lutak
Inlet area, the subsistence use is nore simlar to a
pl ace |ike Hoonah or Angoon than it is to Juneau. |
think that's a good point.

| promise |I'mal nost done. Excuse ne.

Let's see. The -- the last note | had was,
you know, | appreciate the caution you' re taking, and
| certainly -- you know, it's a hard job in ternms of
drawi ng these lines, but |I'd just ask you and
encourage you to do everything you can, you know,
fromthis point forward to avoid the appearance of
any kind of, you know, drawng lines with incunbents.

| know, as a Juneau resident, it didn't pass

the sniff test on the -- on the carve out for And
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Story. And |'m appreciative that, you know, | -- |
believe it was a fair error. But just in the future,
appreciate that -- that due caution in doing that.

So thank you very nuch.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, M guel.

Questions for M guel?

Next is Morgan Lim Sorry if |I'm--
couldn't quite read the witing here, Morgan.

MORGAN LIM  No problem Hey. For the
record, my name is Morgan Lim | live in downtown
Juneau, and |I'm here today representing nmyself. |'m
going to keep ny comments pretty short.

| just wanted to talk to say, first of all,
t hank you for giving us the opportunity to provide
on-the-record public testinony here in our
communities. | think that that's really inpactful

| also wanted to thank you for the
commitment to adjust the board conposite 3 with And
Story's house getting accidentally lunped in, in a
way that seemed unnatural

And that being said, board conposite 3 is
not a map that | think | would support. | appreciate
havi ng downt own Juneau separated fromthe Valley and
keepi ng the Valley whole, as sonmebody who's lived in

both the Valley and downt own.
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So those are the notes that | have for the
board, and thanks for the opportunity to testify.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Morgan.

Questions for Mrgan?

Thanks agai n.

Ch, sorry. N cole?

MEMBER BORROVEQ  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

And thank you for those comments, Morgan
When you say you want to keep the Valley whole and
downt own whol e, are there any specific soci oeconom c
integration factors that you would like to put on the
record as to why we woul d keep both of those places
whol e, as you sai d?

MORGAN LIM  Well, | think that the Valley
and -- and downtown Juneau are -- are pretty
obvi ously soci oeconomi cal |y separat ed.

But in ternms of -- you know, | don't know,
just seeing the Valley as a -- as a -- a conplete
soci oeconom ¢ space, | nean, | really appreciate
previous testinmony tal king about school districts and
where peopl e associate and recreate. There is
sonmet hing in Juneau called Juneau far, you know, Iike
driving out to the Valley is like a bridge too far
for some peopl e.

So that's all | have to say about that.
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1  Thank you.

2 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Morgan.

3 KimMtcalf. Kim good to see you

4 MEMBER BORROMVEO. M. Chairman,

5 (indiscernible)?

6 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Pl ease, go ahead, Nicole.

7 MEMBER BORROVEO: Thank you, Mrgan. One
8 last thing. You don't have to conme back to the

9 table.

10 But | clerked down here for Judge Collins
11 2002 to 2008, and | will say, | cane from Seattle, so
12  (indiscernible) gets horrendous, and | did not

13 understand the conpl ai nt between downtown and the
14 Valley. But give it a week, and then | was saying,
15 "No, I'mnot com ng back downtown to neet anyone for
16 dinner. |I'malready honme. | live in the Valley."
17  So | understand.

18 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Hi, Kim

19 KIM METCALF: H . How are you?
20 Thank you, nenbers of the redistricting
21 board. KimMetcalf. | live in downtown Juneau.
22 And | do appreciate the fact that you're
23 allowng us to speak directly to you. | have been
24  involved in Denocratic politics for many years, and |
25 know what a political process redistricting is. |
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think we all know that it's supposed to be a
constitutional process and that nenbers of the board
will do their best to go along with that.

But, of course, what caught ny eye, |ike
everyone else's, | think, was the carve-out of And
Story's home and what effect that would have on
Juneau, our political abilities here.

Anyway, so | just wanted to speak on that
and al so there were several maps that |ook pretty
good to me. The Senate Mnority map | ooks good. The
one of that N cole worked on, No. 4, |ooks good. The
Doyon map al so | ooks good. And | just trust that you
wi |l do your best to keep this process, you know, as
fair as possible.

Down south we've seen these huge attenpts to
redistrict in ways that one party will really benefit
over another and, of course, ny party is a party |
want to have, you know, fair |ines drawn.

So that's really about all | have to say.
And thank you very much for allowing us to testify.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Kim

Questions?

KIM METCALF:  Thank you.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you.

Pat Race.
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H , Pat.

PAT RACEE Hi, Jim GCood to see you.
CHAIR BI NKLEY: That's my brother, Jim
PAT RACE: Oh, shit. No, no, |I'msorry.

John.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: My nom (indiscernible).

PAT RACE: Your son. No, | did that to you
last tinme | saw you, too. |'mso sorry.

My nane is Pat Race. | live in downtown
Juneau. And | want to thank you all for working on
this process. | knowit's a difficult one.

Thanks to Juli, who took sone tinme to boot
up an incredibly frustrating piece of software and
muddl e through it to show me how the census bl ocks
wor K.

And | just want to acknow edge that what you
said is accurate, that those little weebles and warts
on the tentacle are legitinmate census bl ocks, and so
they weren't sone inmaginary lines that were drawn.

But they do have the appearance of being --
they don't really have a great appearance to the
public if it includes soneone's district. It |ooks
like a little |l oop was drawn to incorporate sonmeone.

So | think that's where a lot of this

frustration comes from And | think it's inportant
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this board try to avoid those kind of appearances of
| mpropriety.

For ne, having grown up here and lived here
all my life, it feels like the decision to -- to --
by this board to nake the Mendenhal | area, the Auke
Bay area, and Mendenhal|l Valley a part of the
downtown district seens |ike kind of the overal
guiding factor that has created a probl em here.

And | think that what nakes nore sense is
what you see on the AFFR naps and the Senate Mnority
maps, where Juneau is divided by a sinple north-south
| i ne sonewhere al ong the Egan Hi ghway, dependi ng upon
how your popul ati on needs are net.

So | think that by trying to get creative
and |l oop the residents of Auke Bay in wth downtown,
unl ess you've built a bridge I'mnot aware of, |
think that the -- | think that that's -- | think
we're getting ahead of ourselves. Mybe that's ten
years fromnow, and maybe that'l| be something that
we can tal k about.

M. Sinpson, you said that today is the
first day you're finding out about this thing with
Andi Story. And | guess | would encourage you to
read nore of the coments that have been sent in,

because | know this has been an issue for a while
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now. | wote in to the board a while back about it,
and so | think it's something that you shoul d be
versed in, because it does affect how this board
appears in public.

The other thing | guess is northern
Admralty -- and thisis alittle bit of an aside
fromwhat |'ve been tal king about. It seenms |ike on
version 3 of your map, northern Admralty Island is
part of, like, outer coast, Yakutat/Sitka area. |
think that the folks that are in that part of the
state of Hunter Bay and whatnot use Juneau prinarily
as their port of launch. You know, they're coming to
and fromvacation cabins. [|'mnot sure how many
year-round residents are out there, but | don't think
the population is so significant that it couldn't be
| unped in with either the northern or southern Juneau
district without really having a lot of inpact. |
guess the popul ati on peaks at probably 12 or
sonet hi ng.

Thank you.

MEMBER SI MPSON:  Just a comment. \What |
said, that today was the first time anybody showed ne
where Andi Story's house is, | knew that there was an
| ssue, because | have read those coments, so that

there was quite a bit of noise comng up around t hat
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question, in terns of how the |lines around in Auke
Bay area | ooked.

But you know, we had intentionally not tried
to find out where individual legislators |ive so that
we could draw the lines clean. | went back today,
because there's been so nmuch comment about that, and
have tried a different version that | actually Iike
better in terms of nore -- being nore conpact and
contiguous than that previous version, where it had
that narrow little road and that weird census bl ock

So | took into account those coments, which
wasn't -- ny intent was not to nove the line to
accommpdat e Andi Story or anybody else. M intent
was to create a cleaner line and a better continuity
and conpactness in the overall map. So if | -- if we
started re-drawing |ines because a whol e bunch of
peopl e come down here and tell us that, you know,
their legislator got nmoved into a different district
somehow, that would be the definition of
gerrymandering. W start doing it to accommpdate a
particular politician, that's gerrynandering.

We have not done that. W're not going to
doit. But we are listening to comments. And when
we see a line that doesn't make sense either for

soci oeconom ¢ reasons or continuity or conpactness,
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1 those are the things we're |ooking at, along wth,

2 you know, trying to get a number that is reasonably

3 close to that 18,335 (indiscernible).

4 PAT RACE: Yeah.

5 MEMBER SI MPSON:  That's how that all came

6 about, and that's the direction it's going.

7 PAT RACE: Yeah. | can appreciate that you
8 wouldn't want to know where people |ive, because then
9 that influences your decision.

10 | think just the broader issue is the one of
11  the Auke Bay area. Those -- the people that live in
12  Auke Bay and live out the road, they rely on services
13 in the Mendenhall Valley. They go to -- they shop at
14  Super Bear. They go to -- they don't drive into town
15 to go to Foodl and, except | would say probably on a
16 rare occasion.

17 So the idea for ne is that just a sinple

18 north/south divide somewhere al ong Egan H ghway, |

19 think nmakes the nost sense for a contiguous and
20 conpact districting in Southeast Al aska.
21 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Pat.
22 Any questions?
23 And, Budd, thank you for that explanation
24 too. That was well stated.
25 Luann McVey. Wl come, Luann.
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LUANN MCVEY: Thank you. H. |'m Luann
McVey, and | live in Dougl as.

And | want to echo comments that I've heard
fromothers who say it makes nore sense to have a
| i ne, say, along Sunny Point to Fred Meyer to divide
Juneau up into two parts. And |I'm speaking partly as
a-- well, | ama retired teacher. | can't really

take that out of nyself.

Sol -- 1 know-- 1'"ve taught nore downt own
than out the road, but our schools are -- they really
reflect a conbination of socioeconomcs. | taught
Title I X for a nunber of years, so |l -- I'mfamliar

with the schools who receive that funding for

soci oeconom ¢ reasons. And Harborview and Gasti neau
school are both Title | X schools in the elenmentary --
at the elenmentary level, but also Riverbend and

d acier Valley out the road, conbined with -- out of
more -- a higher, | should say, socioecononm c school,

which is Auke Bay, which has never been a Title | --

a Title | X school. Mendenhall River was al so not a
Title -- Title | school. Excuse ne.
So |l -- | think that that's a good natural

dividing line between Valley and town, to have an
i ntegrated soci oeconom ¢ m x between the two.

| also believe that Haines and Skagway
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bel ong with downtown for reasons other fol ks have
menti oned, the shopping and medi cal purpose of com ng
to town. W have friends who live in both places who
conme to town, and that's what they're here for. And
they al so are passing through Juneau, but they don't
spend lot of tine in the Valley, except Fred Myer.

So -- oh, | did want to say that |
appreciate the work of everyone on the board, but
also the third parties. And the Doyon map and the
AFFR map and the Senate M nority maps, those three
refl ect what | nost val ue.

And | did have one nore question for you
And that is: Could you talk a little bit about the
one proposal that was rejected?

CHAI R BI NKLEY: The -- you want to handl e
that, N cole? Go ahead.

MEMBER BORROVEQ: Thank you. And Budd can
step in, as well.

We're on a very tight tinmeline, Luann. As
you can see here with the naps that we've brought, it
takes quite a bit of staff preparation to get them
t oget her.

And it wasn't that the board didn't val ue
the work that the Denocrat party put into their map,

but on bal ance, the nmap presented nore problens than
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1 the six that we have right now. And we needed to get
2 to a point where we were narrow ng them down. And

3 that's not to say that all of the maps are perfect.

4 |If you go back and you listen to that testinony, |

5 had a | ot of questions fromnany of the third-party

6 nmaps.

7 And one thing | will say is that all of the
8 third-party maps in the room these individuals and

9 organi zations have been following the process from
10 the beginning. They have showed up at the hearings.
11 They have interacted with us.

12 And just on balance, their map in my opinion
13 didn't have enough nerit to come on the road to

14 present to Al askans at this stage, because we do have
15 to narrowit down. W' ve got about 45 days or so to
16 adopt a final map and we have to start separating the
17  versions.

18 LUANN MCVEY: Thank you.

19 MEMBER SI MPSON:  And not to bel abor the
20 point, but when that question canme up, there was a
21 split on the board, with sone nenbers preferring to
22 bring every third-party map that was submtted, you
23  know, throughout the -- to bring themon these
24  meetings throughout the state so that people could
25 have a look at them and other board menbers, such as
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myself and Nicole, prefer to at |least narrow it down
alittle bit, and that was, in ny opinion, the
weakest map of any third-party map that was
present ed.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: And now the mnority report,
since | supported bringing the Denocratic Party nap
along. So | just felt that we have five. Six is not
that big of alift to put an extra map. They put a
tremendous anount of time and effort into their map,
as all the third parties did.

And | just felt it was a question of
resources for the staff. W could have gotten the
resources to make sure that we had that. | just felt
it was inportant to have every point of view out for
peopl e to view and conment on.

But we're not |ockstep on every decision
and that was one that two of us felt differently than
the other three. So we've got five good maps,

t hough, no question about it. The third parties have
put a tremendous anount of time and effort into it.

| particularly appreciate the AFFR that's
here representing theirs, Doyon that's here, as well,
and it's heartening to ne to see all of these groups
really spend that tine and effort to -- and it's

time-consuming. It really takes a tremendous anount
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1 of effort to put forward a map, and just pleased that
2 they're willing to do that. And it helps us in our

3 deliberative process.

4 Qur kids went to Harborview when we |ived

5 here in Juneau. So thank you for the great job that
6 you've done.

7 LUANN MCVEY: Thank you. And thank you all.
8 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Okay. Next is Nadine

9 Lefebvre.

10 H , Nadi ne.

11 NADI NE LEFEBVRE: Hi. Thank you. [|'m

12  Nadine Lefebvre. | live out in the Valley.

13 And | wanted to say that -- | wanted to

14  thank you for giving us third-party opportunity. And
15 | have reviewed the naps that are posted online and
16 here, and |'ve conme to the decision that | want to
17 speak in favor of the Alaska for Fair Redistricting
18 version. | feel like that map follows the natura

19 divide of Auke Bay with the Mendenhall Valley from
20 downt own Juneau and Lermon Creek and Dougl as |sl and.
21 | think this would allow simlar
22 nei ghborhoods to continue to work together on school
23 issues, transportation and infrastructure that
24  imredi ately inpact those areas and devel opnment in
25 those areas. Excuse ne.
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1 I'd also like to say that Haines, Skagway,

2 and Kl ukwan, in a rural Southeast district, could

3 reflect their socioeconomc integration into those

4 communities. This would keep the US/ Canada border

5 crossings in one district, and it would give all the
6 communities simlar cultural and econonic

7 simlarities that are seasonally inpacted. A lot of
8 those communities, even though they shop in Juneau,

9 their economc base is reflected with the other rural
10 communiti es.

11 So I'"'mnot a good public speaker, so | think
12 1'mjust going to end there. Thank you for your

13 tine.

14 CHAI R BI NKLEY: You' ve done a good j ob.

15 Thank you, Nadi ne.

16 Questions?

17 Next, Kathryn. Good to see you again

18  Kathryn.

19 KATHRYN REARDON: Thanks. Hi. Kathryn
20 Reardon. | live downtown in Juneau.
21 | agree with much of what 1've heard fromny
22 neighbors. | chose to cone up and testify primarily
23  because since these things tend to go off to court,
24  public records and what was -- what was stated nay
25 end up being rel evant.
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| strongly agree that -- that having a
dividing |line between downtown and the Valley
somewhere around Fred Meyers to Lenon Creek is
what -- is what makes sense.

What | feel doesn't provide for the
soci oeconom c integration is when we have a dividing
| i ne that goes down the highway and treats the -- you
know, the water side and the nountainside as separate
districts. That flies in the face of the economc
and social interactions that I see in Juneau.

| did want to say that | could, | think,
make a good-faith argunent about Skagway, for
exanpl e, being socioeconomcally simlar to downtown,
and al so coul d nake an argunment that it would go with
the Valley. So | just wanted to lay in front of you,
there are simlarities between a Skagway and a
downt own, and that they're both cruise ship tourism
heavy areas. So | could see that -- that being a
| egi ti mate connecti on.

When peopl e come fromyour -- you know, your
Hai nes and Skagway area, they probably stay in hotels
downt own, because that's where the hotels are. And
then they probably go shopping at Costco and go to
t he hospital, which, you know, m ght be on either

side of the line, depending on where the popul ation
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1 puts it.

2 So | don't think that it's self-evident that
3 they would need to be, as they are now, with the

4 Valley district and still fulfill the requirenents of
5 the constitutional guidance.

6 But in conclusion, | just really want to --
7 | think having this nmore organic process that you

8 allowed to occur has taken the tenperature down in

9 the room and | think it was there for -- well worth
10 it. | think sonetines when things have both | ega

11 and enotional inport, the tendency is to say you can
12 only, you know, communicate with us in certain very
13 limted ways, so that we can defend that we treated
14  everybody exactly the same and not -- | was very

15 surprised that you were allow ng infornal

16 conversations with you, and | was very pleased by

17 that, because | think that the one thing that | and
18 probably all of us want the very nost out of this

19 redistricting is that it's sonething that rebuilds
20 and contributes to our society's belief in legitimcy
21 and fairness of elections, and that | would trade
22 alnmost any of ny -- ny maybe partisan political goals
23 away for a process that does result in -- in
24  greater -- greater belief in our Denocratic system
25 So thank you.
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1 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Kathryn. A |ot
of wisdomin what you just said.
Questions for Kathryn? No? Thank you.

That's all that we have signed up. 1Is there

2
3
4
5 anybody else that hasn't signed up that w shes to
6 testify before the board?

7 John? Love your sweater. GCot one just |ike
8

9 JOHN CUE: It's so confortable. Do you use
10 that one? You know how we got it.

11 "' m John Cue (phonetic), and | do also live
12 downt own. However, what | wanted to tal k about a

13 little bit is follow up on the school district

14  situation

15 And | wanted to agree with fol ks about

16 noving the line essentially down the highway versus
17 going over towards the water. | just think that it
18 nekes a lot nore sense. This whole area that you

19 have into the Valley district, the Dzantik'i Heeni

20 M ddl e School is there, and all of those students end
21 up going to the JDHS prinarily.

22 Now, it's true that you can choose wherever
23 you go, but the natural deal is to go dowmntown. And
24 a lot of those fol ks work downtown, as well. And

25 it's just that there's a closer connection to that
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Lenon Creek community to downtown than it would be to
the Valley, versus if you cut off the Auke Bay
region, it's a definite connection to the Valley.

So it's -- again, you can weigh the
different things, but if you look at it froma
standpoi nt of what's the strongest connection, |
really believe noving the line down the highway is
much better than going out towards the ocean. And |
think there's probably pretty simlar popul ations you
can gain fromthose two areas. So | would think that
that's the major thing.

| also would agree with Kathryn, that --
that it is hard to -- N cole asked the question,
wel |, what about Skagway and Haines? What are their
connections? They are nore highly connected to the
Vall ey than downtown. It's really mxed. | nean, it
really is.

Cbviously they conme into the airport and to
the ports out in there. |If you're a fisherman,
you're coming into Auke Bay from Hai nes. Skagway has
a real connection to downtown because of tourism as
was just nentioned. So | don't know that it's as
tightly -- as easy to make the comment about which is
the best, in terns of that.

But | think they could go with either one of
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t hose when you work on the population. But | do
think moving the line so that Lenon Creek winds up in
downt own mekes a | ot nore sense than |eaving Auke Bay
and so on in the Valley is better.

The other thing that | did mention, that
there were other communities that were highly
connected, if you're |ooking at popul ation. One of
those i s Hoonah, and the other is Tenakee Springs,
which in sone of them have been renoved. You know,
one of them GQGustavus was noved out in one of the
maps. (Q@ustavus, Hoonah, Tenakee Springs all have
strong, strong connections to Juneau.

A lot of folks have -- from Hoonah have, you
know, relatives in town. They use its hospital here
and so on. Tenakee Springs, alnost everyone has a
connection directly to Juneau.

So those are areas, if you're |ooking for --
to gain popul ation or shift in population around,
they're also communities that have an interest and --
strong interest with Juneau

And thank you all for doing this. | knowit
Is very difficult. It's not an easy | ob.

CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, John.

Questions?

Gve ny best to Margaret.
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1 Anybody el se who wishes to testify? Please
2 join us. Since we don't have it witten down, if you
3 can give us your nane.

4 CORI NNE CONLIN:  Absolutely. Absolutely.

5 So ny name is Corinne Conlin, and | live in the

6 Valley.

7 And | guess | just want to give persona

8 kind of testinony that my daughter really wanted to

9 go to Thunder Muntain H gh School. W were living
10 downtown, and | opted to purchase a house in the

11 Valley. And because | think that there is that sense
12 of community, and even though you can choose, there
13 is a real sense.

14 And | nean, logistically, it's tough if you
15 have a child who's downtown to school. And | know
16 you tal ked about, oh, it's not that far. And I |ived
17 in Boston, and | mean, it's not that far to go

18 downtown, but like that kind of shuffle. And so

19 there is a sense of community that's in the Valley.
20 And so | -- | also encourage you to consider
21 that line, Fred Meyer to -- to Sunny Point, because |
22 think for nost of us, and fromwhat |'m hearing from
23 testinmony, is that that just feels legitinmate.

24 And | also want to thank you for the work

25 that you do. | know that -- | don't think anyone in

Page 48

SGY-2004, Page 49 of 62



IN THE MATTER OF THE 2021 ALASKA REDISTRICTING PLAN
JUNEAU PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS on 09/27/2021

1 this roomenvies your job, because it's incredibly

2 difficult and people are very passionate about it.

3 So thank you so much for your tine.

4 CHAI R BI NKLEY: Thank you, Corinne.

5 Questions?

6 Ckay. |If there's nobody else that's signed
7 up, we'll maybe conclude this part of it. But we've
8 still got the maps here. W're still going to be

9 here for a while. So feel free to grab any one of us
10 or the staff menbers. |f you want to see how the

11 maps work on -- on a very mcro |level, as Pat Race
12 i ndi cated, staff can help you with that, too, to see
13 how we actually nove those census bl ocks and how t he
14  programm ng works for it, as well.

15 And our thanks, for all of us on the board
16 and the staff, for your time and attention com ng

17 out. It really nakes the whole process a |lot better
18 when we get a chance to meet you, to talk to you

19 individually or in a format like this and get your
20 input. So it's much appreci ated.
21 And with that, we'll go back to the nore
22 informal process. Thank you.
23 (End of audio recording.)
24
25

Page 49

SGY-2004, Page 50 of 62




IN THE MATTER OF THE 2021 ALASKA REDISTRICTING PLAN
JUNEAU PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS on 09/27/2021

1 TRANSCRI BER S CERTI FI CATE
2 I, Jeanette Starr, hereby certify that the
3 f oregoi ng pages nunbered 1 through 49 are a true,
4 accurate, and conplete transcript of a public neeting
5 held in Juneau, Al aska on Septenber 27, 2021
6 transcri bed by ne froma copy of the electronic sound
7 recording, to the best of ny know edge and ability.
8 Dated this the 11th day of January 2022.
9
10
11
12 <
Jeanette Starr, Transcri ber
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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              1                    P R O C E E D I N G S



              2                            -oOo-



              3             CHAIR BINKLEY:  -- that's practicable to an



              4    even number of all of 40 districts in the state.  So



              5    that's really the charge that we have.  That's what



              6    we are attempting to do.



              7             There's any dozens of hundreds, thousands of



              8    ways you could draw the political lines around the



              9    state of Alaska, but we're doing the best we can



             10    here.  And we've got the help from third parties, as



             11    well, as you'll see the maps on the wall, that have



             12    put forward their own ideas.



             13             So the format here is to take your time, go



             14    to each area, look at the different areas, talk to



             15    any one of us, the three board members, or our staff



             16    members who are here, TJ and Juli.



             17             There's -- what we are trying to do is get



             18    your input, give you information so that you can



             19    better understand what we've done and what the third



             20    parties have done, and then get your input.



             21             So there's a number of ways that you can



             22    provide that input.  There's written comments that



             23    you can provide.  We've got two laptops here.  If you



             24    want to just write your comments in, you can write



             25    them, type them right in.  They go right to us.
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              1             Juli is here, if you want to give testimony



              2    to Juli and she can transcribe that for you.  If you



              3    want to do it, just feel more comfortable speaking



              4    into a microphone, you can do that, as well.



              5             And there's also a QR code where you can go



              6    directly to our website and take your time and put



              7    the information in, as well.



              8             Let's see.  Did I mention -- did I forget



              9    anything?  That's it, as far as input?



             10             MR. PRESLEY:  Uh-huh.



             11             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Take your time.  Walk



             12    around.  Look at everything.  Gather one of us from



             13    the board or one of the staff members if you've got



             14    questions.



             15             There's also individuals from some of the



             16    third-party maps that are represented also that could



             17    answer a lot of questions, they put a lot of time and



             18    a lot of research into, and they are a great source



             19    of information, as well.



             20             Yes, sir.



             21             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  Can you describe the



             22    population changes in Southeast Alaska and the need



             23    for redistricting?



             24             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Well, the need for



             25    redistricting, every ten years, of course, everywhere
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              1    around the country, begin a census.  People move.



              2    And the purpose really is to redraw the lines based



              3    on the movement of people around the state.



              4             And so it's -- it's supposed to be a way to



              5    equalize every ten years and get more equal



              6    representation based on those three guiding



              7    principles.  So that's the process that we're in, and



              8    that's why it's required every ten years.  In our



              9    constitution, it requires us to do that.



             10             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  But have the populations



             11    changed in the district?



             12             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Well, we -- another charge



             13    that we have is that we don't look at current



             14    districts.  You start with a blank map every ten



             15    years.



             16             And so the purpose is not to try and



             17    replicate what districts have been there for the last



             18    ten years or with regard to incumbents, not to



             19    protect incumbents or not to target incumbents.



             20             So we really don't look at all about where



             21    our legislators are or where current districts are,



             22    as well.  It really -- the purpose is to start over



             23    with a fresh map every ten years.



             24             Okay.  Yes, sir.



             25             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  So (indiscernible).
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              1             CHAIR BINKLEY:  (Indiscernible.)



              2             (Indiscernible conversations - person walking



              3             with recording device.)



              4             CHAIR BINKLEY:  -- tremendous amount of



              5    public testimony.  Every meeting that we have, we



              6    began by having public testimony, and at the end of



              7    each meeting we had public testimony.  We felt that



              8    for -- when we'd go out to all the communities,



              9    there's a better way to do that, where people can --



             10             (Indiscernible conversations - person walking



             11             with recording device.)



             12             UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  -- of your hands,



             13    would you like to have an open mic, like you've seen



             14    in Anchorage?  Is that what I'm hearing from you that



             15    you would like to do?



             16             Is it possible to do that?



             17             (Indiscernible conversations - person walking



             18             with recording device.)



             19             CHAIR BINKLEY:  So I would suggest that when



             20    we get to the end of this session, that we can extend



             21    so people can have a chance to proceed from that.



             22             MR. PRESLEY:  We can switch over to a style



             23    of public testimony maybe around 5:30.



             24             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Okay.



             25             MR. PRESLEY:  The last hour.
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              1             CHAIR BINKLEY:  That sounds reasonable.



              2             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.



              3             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Okay.  5:30 then, we



              4    should --



              5             MR. PRESLEY:  Switch over, yep.



              6             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Yeah, we'll switch over.



              7             MR. PRESLEY:  We'll have a microphone and



              8    everybody can come up, up front.



              9             CHAIR BINKLEY:  That sounds good.



             10             MR. PRESLEY:  Yep.



             11             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Okay.  5:30, if you can hold



             12    your questions until 5:30.



             13             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  No, I'd rather not.



             14             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Yeah, well --



             15             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  I mean, we're going



             16    on --



             17             CHAIR BINKLEY:  You've got the mic.



             18             MR. PRESLEY:  Here's a chair.  He handed me



             19    the mic.



             20             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Yeah, go ahead.



             21             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  You know,



             22    (indiscernible) really appreciate you being here, and



             23    I appreciate the board.  Public service is not easy.



             24    Because you know, you're experiencing



             25    (indiscernible).  You (indiscernible) raise this
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              1    issue.  I could go home, deal with a couple other



              2    things.



              3             I think the significant question is, now



              4    that you know there is the appearance, if not simply



              5    a consequence, of what appears to be a



              6    gerrymandering, bringing in that kind of political



              7    shenanigan into Juneau in some of these maps, now



              8    that you know that this simple line which is a



              9    coincidence that seems to be targeting the



             10    (indiscernible), now that the board knows that,



             11    couldn't you, as you say, make these minor



             12    adjustments as opposed to dealing with the appearance



             13    of this gerrymandering and causing all this strife?



             14             CHAIR BINKLEY:  We will be making



             15    adjustments, and that will occur after we've been



             16    around the state taking testimony, just like we are



             17    here today.



             18             And that's -- that's the time to do it.  So



             19    we've got these six versions that we're going to take



             20    around the state.  But just what you said, if you --



             21    if that's the way you feel, you should



             22    (indiscernible) to us, so that all five board members



             23    can hear that, as well.



             24             And I think we heard that from other areas,



             25    as well.  And I think that's -- previous boards have
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              1    all been accused of that, and it happens around the



              2    country.



              3             I can just tell you genuinely, I think



              4    there's one representative in the state that I know



              5    where they live, and that's it.  And it's -- it's



              6    truly not something that we look at and that we make



              7    decisions around.  And I --



              8             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  I understand.  You're



              9    now aware of it.



             10             CHAIR BINKLEY:  We are aware of it, yeah.



             11             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  Thank you.



             12             CHAIR BINKLEY:  So thank you.



             13             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  (Indiscernible.)



             14             CHAIR BINKLEY:  (Indiscernible.)



             15             UNIDENTIFIED MALE:  Yeah.



             16             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Yeah.  So when we get to



             17    about 5:30, if that's the will of this group, we'll



             18    set up, and you should give us (indiscernible) and



             19    we'll shut down the rest of (indiscernible).



             20             Thank you.



             21             (Indiscernible - multiple speakers.)



             22             MR. PRESLEY:  And, everybody, if you do want



             23    to testify, let's make sure we sign up.  We're going



             24    to set up a sign-up sheet, so we get your name for



             25    the record.  It's very important to sign up for
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              1    testimony.  We have a sign-up sheet right over here.



              2             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Hi, everyone.  I want to



              3    be responsive, as well, to the question about board



              4    composite 4.  So that's -- that's the version that I



              5    drew.



              6             My name is Nicole Borromeo.  I was appointed



              7    by the former house speaker, Bryce Edgmon.  And this



              8    is my colleague, Budd Simpson, if you don't know him.



              9    He is the primary author of board version 3.



             10             But really quickly About Representative



             11    Story, I'm going to be very honest to you how it's



             12    happening.  We were moving very quickly as a board.



             13    We have a tight constitutional deadline in which we



             14    have to publish a draft map.  We (indiscernible)



             15    extra day and allowed our staff to check, because the



             16    software is not perfect.  We chose not to.



             17             As a result, there was bits and pieces,



             18    small little census blocks (indiscernible).  It was



             19    not done as an intentional gerrymandering.  I



             20    understand the perception, but I'm just being very



             21    honest with you how that happened.



             22             It could have been avoided, and we have



             23    since now debriefed as a board.  And we do give our



             24    staff the night to fact check the work, because we



             25    are (indiscernible).  We want to hear from you.
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              1             But Budd and I wanted to tell you the



              2    differences primarily between version 3 and 4 that we



              3    adopted as a board, and why they put that out here.



              4    There were also questions about your population.



              5             So as a region, you are now about 1



              6    point- -- 1,100 individuals, in order to round out



              7    your (indiscernible) district.  You are not a



              8    borough, though.  What that means then is that we can



              9    have different deviations in the different districts,



             10    as long as they are rationale.



             11             So when we looked at Southeast, the first



             12    thing that we -- we came (indiscernible) is that



             13    Yakutat should be brought back into the Southeast



             14    region, and it should be the northernmost tip, with



             15    POW as your southernmost tip.  3 and 4 are nearly



             16    identical, with the exception of how we have



             17    classified Haines and Skagway.



             18             And we put two different versions out to



             19    hear from you primarily, but I'll start with



             20    District 1.  It's Ketchikan and Wrangell.  We tried



             21    different versions in which we had Petersburg



             22    included, as well.  But there are 2,200 people in



             23    Petersburg, and that's far too many for that



             24    district.  It would have gone out to deviation in



             25    such a manner that (indiscernible) with a district
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              1    that big.  So Petersburg had to be carved out.



              2             And we looked at potentially bringing in



              3    some of the communities in the Prince of Wales



              4    Island, just for deviation sake.  And we decided at



              5    the end not to do that, to keep the Prince of Wales



              6    Island community whole, and to group them inside with



              7    the outer coast, with Sitka as the primary hub there.



              8    And then that will extend all the way up to Yakutat.



              9             Now, when you look at Districts 3 and 4 on



             10    both proposed maps, that's the Juneau district.  And



             11    we've done it in two different ways.  Version 4



             12    groups -- that's the one I drew -- groups Haines and



             13    Skagway with downtown Juneau, much like it is now,



             14    based on some of the public testimony that we heard.



             15             Budd's version, version 3, groups Haines and



             16    Skagway into the Mendenhall Valley based on, again,



             17    public testimony that we've heard.



             18             So one of the things that we are keenly



             19    interested in hearing from you today, once we set up



             20    the open mic, is really where Haines and Skagway



             21    belong to your district and whether or not -- if you



             22    just look at the color schemes on those, you'll see



             23    where the breaks are.  And if you think that we've



             24    broken up your region appropriately, that's what



             25    we're here to do.
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              1             But we want to hear from you.  And I'm



              2    willing to stay as late as you need to, to get



              3    through everybody here today.  We've heard loud and



              4    clear that you expect to address the board, and



              5    that's what we flew in today to do.



              6             I'm going to turn it over to Budd now.



              7             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Thanks, Nicole.



              8             So, you know, we've gotten quite a bit of



              9    feedback on the line between Districts 3 and 4 out in



             10    the Mendenhall Valley (indiscernible) somewhere.  And



             11    we tried to be responsive to the feedback.  We



             12    believe we will see a different borderline drawn



             13    coming out in the next version.



             14             So as Nicole had indicated, none of our data



             15    shows us where individual representatives live, and



             16    so we were drawing lines based upon -- purely on



             17    census blocks to get the numbers to line up



             18    correctly.  So that's how that happened.



             19             Kind of anecdotally, we did something



             20    similar in Ketchikan (indiscernible), so we drew a



             21    district that included Ketchikan, Wrangell



             22    (indiscernible).  And when we realized -- and the



             23    number worked out where we realized the only reason



             24    it worked is because we had inadvertently left out a



             25    (indiscernible) part of town in Ketchikan.
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              1             So they were pretty spun up about that, but



              2    we fixed it on this version.  It looks like there may



              3    be other things that need fixing, too, so we'll take



              4    care of that.



              5             Let's see.  We -- we're required to make our



              6    maps so that the districts are contiguous



              7    (indiscernible) and as compact as possible and



              8    (indiscernible).  So I think that looks better for



              9    compactness and continuity.



             10             It's always bothered me that to get Haines



             11    and Skagway in with downtown Juneau, which is



             12    primarily a white collar government kind of economy,



             13    we had to go around and make kind of a doughnut hole



             14    in the middle for the Valley.  So take -- you can



             15    look at the different options for this and see what



             16    you think (indiscernible), process that and see where



             17    we get.



             18             Is there something else (indiscernible)?



             19             MEMBER BORROMEO:  I just want to assure



             20    everyone in the room that we're taking our



             21    constitutional duty seriously.  We are mapping -- you



             22    know, four to six hours a day many of us are mapping.



             23             And the primary reason that we presented two



             24    different versions of Southeast is based on the



             25    public testimony that we have heard.  Now, we know
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              1    that some of you in the room don't think that Haines



              2    and Skagway belong with downtown.  We want you to



              3    tell us why.  We know that some of you think that



              4    they do belong with downtown.  We want you to tell us



              5    why.



              6             This is the part of the process where we



              7    need to hear from you, because these districts are



              8    going to be in place for the next ten years.  And the



              9    board is working extremely well together.  We have a



             10    very competent staff, and we are very much looking



             11    forward to hearing from you once we get enough chairs



             12    and microphones in here.  It looks like we might be



             13    ready to go?



             14             MR. PRESLEY:  We're about ready to set up,



             15    so just -- if you let people mill, we will set up.



             16             MEMBER BORROMEO:  We're really close to



             17    being able to do that piece.  We'll come and talk to



             18    you a little bit more, and then TJ will give us a



             19    sign when we're ready to go.



             20             (Indiscernible background conversations.)



             21             CAROL BUKLIS:  Is this thing on?



             22             CHAIR BINKLEY:  You can take your mask off



             23    for the purposes of the testimony here today.



             24             CAROL BUKLIS:  Oh, okay.



             25             CHAIR BINKLEY:  And if you can just give us
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              1    your name for the record, that would be great.



              2             CAROL BUKLIS:  I'm Carol Buklis (phonetic).



              3    I live in Douglas.



              4             I have a couple of questions.  First I want



              5    to start by saying that I think people with similar



              6    interests and concerns should be grouped together,



              7    and certainly the interest and concerns of the people



              8    in Juneau should be grouped together.



              9             So I have two questions.  The first one



             10    is -- and this is not necessarily talking about



             11    Juneau, but you can imply it does.  If you have a



             12    municipality, and say it's in the middle of an



             13    island, not here, of 33,000 people, can you fit that



             14    population into two districts?



             15             Can you guys answer questions, or no?



             16             MEMBER SIMPSON:  I'll answer.  The districts



             17    ideally contain -- so the districts are ideally



             18    supposed to contain 18,335 people.



             19             So when you have a town like Juneau, with,



             20    say, 33,000, you don't fill two districts.  There's



             21    enough for one complete district, one, you know,



             22    integrated district within the Borough of Juneau, and



             23    then part of another district that requires you to go



             24    outside the borough boundaries and bring in an extra



             25    several thousand people.
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              1             CAROL BUKLIS:  Are there any districts that



              2    have, like, 16,500 people?



              3             MEMBER SIMPSON:  No.



              4             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.  So -- but you could --



              5    but the question really is, with 33,000 people, can



              6    you put them all into two districts?  I mean, yes --



              7             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Well, they --



              8             CAROL BUKLIS:  -- you can grab other people,



              9    but it seems to me like you should be -- you're not



             10    talking about 50,000 people, where you'd have 25,000



             11    and 25,000.  You're talking 33.  So I'm asking, can



             12    you fit those people into two districts?



             13             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Yes, they are in two



             14    districts --



             15             CAROL BUKLIS:  In --



             16             MEMBER SIMPSON:  -- in our proposal, and I



             17    think in every proposal.



             18             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.



             19             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Yeah, but we have to bring



             20    in Haines and Skagway, or one map brings Petersburg



             21    into -- into it from the south end.  We needed a few



             22    thousand extra people in order to --



             23             CAROL BUKLIS:  But all --



             24             MEMBER SIMPSON:  -- get two full districts.



             25             CAROL BUKLIS:  But all of Juneau is in
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              1    two -- is now in two districts?



              2             MEMBER SIMPSON:  In our map, Juneau is in



              3    Districts 3 and 4, so everybody in Juneau is in one



              4    or the other of those two districts.



              5             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.  So not like the other



              6    maps that I've seen, the earlier versions where there



              7    were three districts -- people were in three



              8    districts?



              9             MEMBER SIMPSON:  No, I -- I don't think -- I



             10    mean, years ago Southeast had more representatives



             11    and more senators than it does now because it



             12    constituted a larger percentage of the total state



             13    population than it does now.  But as other places in



             14    the state have grown and Southeast has failed to



             15    grow, then we incrementally each time get a little



             16    bit less representation.



             17             CAROL BUKLIS:  Right.  But the first maps



             18    that I saw, there was a downtown district, there was



             19    a Mendenhall Valley district, and then there was an



             20    out the road, bigger, everyone conglomerated



             21    district.



             22             MEMBER SIMPSON:  That wasn't our map.



             23             CAROL BUKLIS:  Well, it was certainly the



             24    map that I saw.  No, it was on your website.



             25             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Well, we put some of the
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              1    third-party maps on our website, too, so -- also



              2    sometimes the colors -- the color scheme is



              3    confusing, so just put it (indiscernible).



              4             CAROL BUKLIS:  And then the second question



              5    is:  What are your criteria for having one side of



              6    the street in one district and the other side of the



              7    street in another district?



              8             MEMBER SIMPSON:  So sometimes we use a



              9    street or a road as a boundary between districts.



             10    That's just a matter of counting the population by



             11    census block.  And often the census blocks that we



             12    are required to use, use those same streets as -- as



             13    boundaries.  So you know, we may just be looking for,



             14    you know, we need 150 extra people into this



             15    district, and we will pick a census block that has



             16    that many people at the end of the road.



             17             And yes, you can have people on one side of



             18    the road in one district and the other side of the



             19    road in another district.  Sometimes that's -- no



             20    practical way around that.



             21             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.  Any other criteria



             22    for --



             23             CHAIR BINKLEY:  It would be typical



             24    actually -- you know, geographic features or roads,



             25    that's typically where the lines are drawn.  So -- so
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              1    that would be usual to have it on a road.  One side



              2    of the road would be in one district and the other



              3    side of the road would be the other district.  One



              4    side of the river would be in one district, one side



              5    of the river would be in another district.  You have



              6    to have some boundary, something to define where the



              7    edge of that district is, and roads and natural



              8    geographic boundaries are typical.



              9             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.  So I'm talking



             10    specifically about the issue with Andi Story's



             11    street.  Was there -- is there some sort of census



             12    boundary that was between those two streets?  Is that



             13    what you're saying?



             14             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Yeah.  There's a census



             15    block that corresponds with where I've now been told



             16    she lives, which I did not know until today.  So --



             17    and we're trying to straighten that out.



             18             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.



             19             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Thank you.  I'm just going



             20    to elaborate very briefly.



             21             When you're working in the software that



             22    we're working in and you're trying to bring in the



             23    road into a district, sometimes if you click too



             24    close to a census block, it will inadvertently grab



             25    that block, as well.
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              1             Budd has a disadvantage in the sense that



              2    he's not in Anchorage.  He doesn't have access to the



              3    staff that we do.  He can't come in and see the map



              4    and whatnot.  He's relying on Zoom and other



              5    technology to be able to see it.



              6             We're also working very quickly.  So this



              7    was just a function of clicking part of the street,



              8    it inadvertently grabbing a census block.  He's



              9    worked hard today to produce another version here.



             10             I want to assure everyone in the room, we



             11    have not grabbed Representative Story's block on



             12    purpose.  It was just something that happened because



             13    it was so close to the road and clicking too close to



             14    the census block.



             15             CAROL BUKLIS:  Okay.  So the last thing I



             16    want to say is thank you for your hard work on this.



             17    And yeah, I guess that's it.



             18             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Okay.  Next is Will Kronick.



             19             Will?  Good evening.  Welcome.



             20             MR. KRONICK:  Hi.  Hello.  I'm Will Kronick.



             21    I live here in downtown Juneau.



             22             I just wanted to thank you for letting us



             23    give testimony.  That means a lot to our community,



             24    that we can have equal voice to our neighbors up



             25    north.
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              1             In terms of -- when I think of interest in



              2    Southeast, when people come in from Klukwan, Haines,



              3    and Skagway, it's usually to shop, get medical



              4    services, and also get services at Central Council,



              5    Tlingit and Haida.  And that would loop them in with



              6    the downtown district.



              7             And I think the Doyon map, in my eyes, seems



              8    to sort of encapsulate that shared interest in the



              9    best way.  It doesn't -- with some of the other maps



             10    that put Petersburg in with downtown, I don't see



             11    those interests necessarily aligning.  It's a



             12    primarily fishing town, and it seems to me to be



             13    better partnered with Sitka.



             14             But again, I know you have to think about a



             15    lot of different complicated things, and I appreciate



             16    the time you're going to take in listening to us,



             17    because I think this is really important.  This



             18    affects our generations to come.  Our children and



             19    our grand children will be affected by this, so I



             20    understand this is important.  And thank you for



             21    taking the time to have this testimony.



             22             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Questions for Will?



             23             Will, thank you.



             24             Next is Willie Anderson.



             25             Hi, Willie.
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              1             WILLIE ANDERSON:  Hello.  My name is Willie



              2    Anderson.  I live in the Valley, and I have a couple



              3    of points.



              4             Will made one of the points I was making, is



              5    that if you're going to include outside of Juneau,



              6    Haines and Skagway is a better fit for Juneau.



              7    People from Haines and Skagway come into Juneau for



              8    medical purposes, for shopping, for airline, out of



              9    town, out of state.  They always come into Juneau.



             10    There's no place else for them to go.  So that's one



             11    point.



             12             Second point is that as you look at the



             13    district, the division -- we have two high schools



             14    here in Juneau.  One of the high schools is downtown,



             15    Juneau-Douglas.  The other high school is out in the



             16    Valley.  And when you divide the Valley into parts



             17    that I've seen on some of the maps, what you do is



             18    you create a school -- high school that has two



             19    representatives that has to be consulted if you have



             20    a speaker.



             21             So to the degree possible, I think we should



             22    have the school district -- or the school boundaries



             23    govern.  I know that's not a constitutional matter,



             24    but it's just a practical matter, in terms of how



             25    children play together, spend time together, and how
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              1    families socialize together.  So that's the second



              2    point.



              3             And lastly, I appreciate the work that



              4    you've done, and I think it's a tough job.  I



              5    wouldn't want to have it.  But it's something that



              6    you -- we need to have some level of fairness around



              7    this, this map drawing.  And the issue around Andi



              8    Story, that's essentially three houses or four houses



              9    that were put into that district, and that doesn't



             10    make any sense to me.



             11             So thank you for your time and your patience



             12    with us.



             13             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Willie.



             14             Questions?  Yep, Nicole?



             15             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



             16             Willie, the point about the school district



             17    is well taken.  And that's where I started the



             18    genesis for my mapping of version 4.  I understand



             19    that for Juneau, the students have an opportunity to



             20    choose which school they want to attend, so it became



             21    a little bit more difficult when I was mapping Juneau



             22    in terms of where that divide should be.



             23             Where do you think it should be?



             24             WILLIE ANDERSON:  I would say either Sunny



             25    Point or Fred Meyer's would be the dividing line.
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              1    And you still end up with some of the students who go



              2    to Thunder Mountain in the downtown district, but not



              3    as many as is displayed by the maps that I've seen so



              4    far today.



              5             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Willie.



              6             Okay.  Next is Miguel Rohrbacher.  I



              7    apologize if I got that last name wrong.



              8             MIGUEL ROHRBACHER:  Thank you very much.  My



              9    name is Miguel Rohrbacher.  I live in Douglas.



             10             And I want to thank you for serving on this



             11    board.  It certainly probably isn't easy being on a



             12    board that's -- you know, your work is going -- if it



             13    ends up in court, that never can be fun.  So thank



             14    you for the work you're doing and the time you're



             15    putting into it.



             16             I had a couple of thoughts on -- on these



             17    maps I'd like to share.  You know, with all respect



             18    to the maps that the board put forward, I think the



             19    best map that's been presented is by a third-party



             20    group, which is Alaskans for Fair Redistricting.  And



             21    the reason is as much about the lines that are drawn



             22    as the process that went into it.



             23             As I understand, the redistricting board



             24    worked together to compile the maps, and then is kind



             25    of showing them around the state for local comment.
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              1    And I think the -- I think in some ways that's kind



              2    of a backward process from what Alaskans for Fair



              3    Redistricting did.



              4             As I understand, they, you know, as a



              5    coalition or community group, went out to communities



              6    and asked for their input on what their maps would be



              7    and then put together the maps based on that, that



              8    public comment, versus kind of creating the maps and



              9    then getting comment after the fact.



             10             So in terms of process, I'm impressed by the



             11    work they did.  And I think will -- I think those



             12    are -- you know, communities' own perspectives on



             13    their socioeconomic ties are probably the best one.



             14             A couple thoughts on the map.  As a Juneau



             15    resident, I appreciate, with the AFFR map, that they



             16    keep the natural -- or I say "natural," but downtown



             17    and Valley divide.  That's a -- you know, there are



             18    people -- I grew up downtown in Douglas, but there's



             19    folks in the Valley who, you know, come to downtown



             20    Juneau, you know, once a month, and there's people



             21    downtown who go to the Valley once a month.  There's



             22    a clear kind of community divide there, and I think



             23    some of those maps that have a -- that divide it



             24    differently aren't as accurate.



             25             I think the AFFR map respects the -- kind of
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              1    those Juneau neighborhoods, having Mendenhall Valley



              2    and Auke Bay together and then a dividing line about



              3    Lemon Creek, you know, and then going to -- that



              4    Valley district going to out the road makes sense,



              5    versus cutting off the out the road folks into



              6    another district.



              7             I certainly think that people who live in --



              8    out the road in Juneau, because they are on the road



              9    system, have a different -- or have more in common



             10    with the Mendenhall Valley or downtown than they



             11    would with a resident in north and Southeast Haines



             12    and Skagway.



             13             I noted that how Petersburg and Wrangell was



             14    divided up is different in all the different maps.



             15    I -- I favor including Petersburg with downtown



             16    Juneau.  In terms of close economic ties, I think



             17    Petersburg has -- has a very affluent community.



             18    Petersburg has quite a bit in common with -- with



             19    downtown Juneau, including in the workforce.



             20             Although it's -- it's a fishing community,



             21    there are -- there's certainly other sectors



             22    represented, and I think that should be noted.  And



             23    that (indiscernible) about regional hubs, kind of the



             24    regional hub for Petersburg I would argue is Juneau



             25    rather than Sitka, so keeping that tie together makes
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              1    sense to me.  That's where -- that's where the



              2    medevac goes, that's where -- kind of that sort of



              3    thing.



              4             Including Haines, Skagway, and Klukwan in



              5    the rural north and Southeast region seems logical



              6    and is not unprecedented, with Haines, Skagway, and



              7    Klukwan having been part of a larger north and



              8    Southeast district in the past.  And I know that's



              9    not part of your process, drawing based on old maps.



             10    But certainly, if you think about -- and I know state



             11    subsistence isn't supposed to come into that, as



             12    well, but if you think of Haines and certainly Lutak



             13    Inlet area, the subsistence use is more similar to a



             14    place like Hoonah or Angoon than it is to Juneau.  I



             15    think that's a good point.



             16             I promise I'm almost done.  Excuse me.



             17             Let's see.  The -- the last note I had was,



             18    you know, I appreciate the caution you're taking, and



             19    I certainly -- you know, it's a hard job in terms of



             20    drawing these lines, but I'd just ask you and



             21    encourage you to do everything you can, you know,



             22    from this point forward to avoid the appearance of



             23    any kind of, you know, drawing lines with incumbents.



             24             I know, as a Juneau resident, it didn't pass



             25    the sniff test on the -- on the carve out for Andi
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              1    Story.  And I'm appreciative that, you know, I -- I



              2    believe it was a fair error.  But just in the future,



              3    appreciate that -- that due caution in doing that.



              4             So thank you very much.



              5             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Miguel.



              6             Questions for Miguel?



              7             Next is Morgan Lim.  Sorry if I'm --



              8    couldn't quite read the writing here, Morgan.



              9             MORGAN LIM:  No problem.  Hey.  For the



             10    record, my name is Morgan Lim.  I live in downtown



             11    Juneau, and I'm here today representing myself.  I'm



             12    going to keep my comments pretty short.



             13             I just wanted to talk to say, first of all,



             14    thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide



             15    on-the-record public testimony here in our



             16    communities.  I think that that's really impactful.



             17             I also wanted to thank you for the



             18    commitment to adjust the board composite 3 with Andi



             19    Story's house getting accidentally lumped in, in a



             20    way that seemed unnatural.



             21             And that being said, board composite 3 is



             22    not a map that I think I would support.  I appreciate



             23    having downtown Juneau separated from the Valley and



             24    keeping the Valley whole, as somebody who's lived in



             25    both the Valley and downtown.
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              1             So those are the notes that I have for the



              2    board, and thanks for the opportunity to testify.



              3             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Morgan.



              4             Questions for Morgan?



              5             Thanks again.



              6             Oh, sorry.  Nicole?



              7             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



              8             And thank you for those comments, Morgan.



              9    When you say you want to keep the Valley whole and



             10    downtown whole, are there any specific socioeconomic



             11    integration factors that you would like to put on the



             12    record as to why we would keep both of those places



             13    whole, as you said?



             14             MORGAN LIM:  Well, I think that the Valley



             15    and -- and downtown Juneau are -- are pretty



             16    obviously socioeconomically separated.



             17             But in terms of -- you know, I don't know,



             18    just seeing the Valley as a -- as a -- a complete



             19    socioeconomic space, I mean, I really appreciate



             20    previous testimony talking about school districts and



             21    where people associate and recreate.  There is



             22    something in Juneau called Juneau far, you know, like



             23    driving out to the Valley is like a bridge too far



             24    for some people.



             25             So that's all I have to say about that.
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              1    Thank you.



              2             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Morgan.



              3             Kim Metcalf.  Kim, good to see you.



              4             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Mr. Chairman,



              5    (indiscernible)?



              6             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Please, go ahead, Nicole.



              7             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Thank you, Morgan.  One



              8    last thing.  You don't have to come back to the



              9    table.



             10             But I clerked down here for Judge Collins



             11    2002 to 2008, and I will say, I came from Seattle, so



             12    (indiscernible) gets horrendous, and I did not



             13    understand the complaint between downtown and the



             14    Valley.  But give it a week, and then I was saying,



             15    "No, I'm not coming back downtown to meet anyone for



             16    dinner.  I'm already home.  I live in the Valley."



             17    So I understand.



             18             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Hi, Kim.



             19             KIM METCALF:  Hi.  How are you?



             20             Thank you, members of the redistricting



             21    board.  Kim Metcalf.  I live in downtown Juneau.



             22             And I do appreciate the fact that you're



             23    allowing us to speak directly to you.  I have been



             24    involved in Democratic politics for many years, and I



             25    know what a political process redistricting is.  I
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              1    think we all know that it's supposed to be a



              2    constitutional process and that members of the board



              3    will do their best to go along with that.



              4             But, of course, what caught my eye, like



              5    everyone else's, I think, was the carve-out of Andi



              6    Story's home and what effect that would have on



              7    Juneau, our political abilities here.



              8             Anyway, so I just wanted to speak on that



              9    and also there were several maps that look pretty



             10    good to me.  The Senate Minority map looks good.  The



             11    one of that Nicole worked on, No. 4, looks good.  The



             12    Doyon map also looks good.  And I just trust that you



             13    will do your best to keep this process, you know, as



             14    fair as possible.



             15             Down south we've seen these huge attempts to



             16    redistrict in ways that one party will really benefit



             17    over another and, of course, my party is a party I



             18    want to have, you know, fair lines drawn.



             19             So that's really about all I have to say.



             20    And thank you very much for allowing us to testify.



             21             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Kim.



             22             Questions?



             23             KIM METCALF:  Thank you.



             24             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you.



             25             Pat Race.
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              1             Hi, Pat.



              2             PAT RACE:  Hi, Jim.  Good to see you.



              3             CHAIR BINKLEY:  That's my brother, Jim.



              4             PAT RACE:  Oh, shit.  No, no, I'm sorry.



              5    John.



              6             CHAIR BINKLEY:  My mom (indiscernible).



              7             PAT RACE:  Your son.  No, I did that to you



              8    last time I saw you, too.  I'm so sorry.



              9             My name is Pat Race.  I live in downtown



             10    Juneau.  And I want to thank you all for working on



             11    this process.  I know it's a difficult one.



             12             Thanks to Juli, who took some time to boot



             13    up an incredibly frustrating piece of software and



             14    muddle through it to show me how the census blocks



             15    work.



             16             And I just want to acknowledge that what you



             17    said is accurate, that those little weebles and warts



             18    on the tentacle are legitimate census blocks, and so



             19    they weren't some imaginary lines that were drawn.



             20             But they do have the appearance of being --



             21    they don't really have a great appearance to the



             22    public if it includes someone's district.  It looks



             23    like a little loop was drawn to incorporate someone.



             24             So I think that's where a lot of this



             25    frustration comes from.  And I think it's important
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              1    this board try to avoid those kind of appearances of



              2    impropriety.



              3             For me, having grown up here and lived here



              4    all my life, it feels like the decision to -- to --



              5    by this board to make the Mendenhall area, the Auke



              6    Bay area, and Mendenhall Valley a part of the



              7    downtown district seems like kind of the overall



              8    guiding factor that has created a problem here.



              9             And I think that what makes more sense is



             10    what you see on the AFFR maps and the Senate Minority



             11    maps, where Juneau is divided by a simple north-south



             12    line somewhere along the Egan Highway, depending upon



             13    how your population needs are met.



             14             So I think that by trying to get creative



             15    and loop the residents of Auke Bay in with downtown,



             16    unless you've built a bridge I'm not aware of, I



             17    think that the -- I think that that's -- I think



             18    we're getting ahead of ourselves.  Maybe that's ten



             19    years from now, and maybe that'll be something that



             20    we can talk about.



             21             Mr. Simpson, you said that today is the



             22    first day you're finding out about this thing with



             23    Andi Story.  And I guess I would encourage you to



             24    read more of the comments that have been sent in,



             25    because I know this has been an issue for a while
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              1    now.  I wrote in to the board a while back about it,



              2    and so I think it's something that you should be



              3    versed in, because it does affect how this board



              4    appears in public.



              5             The other thing I guess is northern



              6    Admiralty -- and this is a little bit of an aside



              7    from what I've been talking about.  It seems like on



              8    version 3 of your map, northern Admiralty Island is



              9    part of, like, outer coast, Yakutat/Sitka area.  I



             10    think that the folks that are in that part of the



             11    state of Hunter Bay and whatnot use Juneau primarily



             12    as their port of launch.  You know, they're coming to



             13    and from vacation cabins.  I'm not sure how many



             14    year-round residents are out there, but I don't think



             15    the population is so significant that it couldn't be



             16    lumped in with either the northern or southern Juneau



             17    district without really having a lot of impact.  I



             18    guess the population peaks at probably 12 or



             19    something.



             20             Thank you.



             21             MEMBER SIMPSON:  Just a comment.  What I



             22    said, that today was the first time anybody showed me



             23    where Andi Story's house is, I knew that there was an



             24    issue, because I have read those comments, so that



             25    there was quite a bit of noise coming up around that
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              1    question, in terms of how the lines around in Auke



              2    Bay area looked.



              3             But you know, we had intentionally not tried



              4    to find out where individual legislators live so that



              5    we could draw the lines clean.  I went back today,



              6    because there's been so much comment about that, and



              7    have tried a different version that I actually like



              8    better in terms of more -- being more compact and



              9    contiguous than that previous version, where it had



             10    that narrow little road and that weird census block.



             11             So I took into account those comments, which



             12    wasn't -- my intent was not to move the line to



             13    accommodate Andi Story or anybody else.  My intent



             14    was to create a cleaner line and a better continuity



             15    and compactness in the overall map.  So if I -- if we



             16    started re-drawing lines because a whole bunch of



             17    people come down here and tell us that, you know,



             18    their legislator got moved into a different district



             19    somehow, that would be the definition of



             20    gerrymandering.  We start doing it to accommodate a



             21    particular politician, that's gerrymandering.



             22             We have not done that.  We're not going to



             23    do it.  But we are listening to comments.  And when



             24    we see a line that doesn't make sense either for



             25    socioeconomic reasons or continuity or compactness,

�



                                                                          36



              1    those are the things we're looking at, along with,



              2    you know, trying to get a number that is reasonably



              3    close to that 18,335 (indiscernible).



              4             PAT RACE:  Yeah.



              5             MEMBER SIMPSON:  That's how that all came



              6    about, and that's the direction it's going.



              7             PAT RACE:  Yeah.  I can appreciate that you



              8    wouldn't want to know where people live, because then



              9    that influences your decision.



             10             I think just the broader issue is the one of



             11    the Auke Bay area.  Those -- the people that live in



             12    Auke Bay and live out the road, they rely on services



             13    in the Mendenhall Valley.  They go to -- they shop at



             14    Super Bear.  They go to -- they don't drive into town



             15    to go to Foodland, except I would say probably on a



             16    rare occasion.



             17             So the idea for me is that just a simple



             18    north/south divide somewhere along Egan Highway, I



             19    think makes the most sense for a contiguous and



             20    compact districting in Southeast Alaska.



             21             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Pat.



             22             Any questions?



             23             And, Budd, thank you for that explanation,



             24    too.  That was well stated.



             25             Luann McVey.  Welcome, Luann.
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              1             LUANN MCVEY:  Thank you.  Hi.  I'm Luann



              2    McVey, and I live in Douglas.



              3             And I want to echo comments that I've heard



              4    from others who say it makes more sense to have a



              5    line, say, along Sunny Point to Fred Meyer to divide



              6    Juneau up into two parts.  And I'm speaking partly as



              7    a -- well, I am a retired teacher.  I can't really



              8    take that out of myself.



              9             So I -- I know -- I've taught more downtown



             10    than out the road, but our schools are -- they really



             11    reflect a combination of socioeconomics.  I taught



             12    Title IX for a number of years, so I -- I'm familiar



             13    with the schools who receive that funding for



             14    socioeconomic reasons.  And Harborview and Gastineau



             15    school are both Title IX schools in the elementary --



             16    at the elementary level, but also Riverbend and



             17    Glacier Valley out the road, combined with -- out of



             18    more -- a higher, I should say, socioeconomic school,



             19    which is Auke Bay, which has never been a Title I --



             20    a Title IX school.  Mendenhall River was also not a



             21    Title -- Title I school.  Excuse me.



             22             So I -- I think that that's a good natural



             23    dividing line between Valley and town, to have an



             24    integrated socioeconomic mix between the two.



             25             I also believe that Haines and Skagway
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              1    belong with downtown for reasons other folks have



              2    mentioned, the shopping and medical purpose of coming



              3    to town.  We have friends who live in both places who



              4    come to town, and that's what they're here for.  And



              5    they also are passing through Juneau, but they don't



              6    spend lot of time in the Valley, except Fred Meyer.



              7             So -- oh, I did want to say that I



              8    appreciate the work of everyone on the board, but



              9    also the third parties.  And the Doyon map and the



             10    AFFR map and the Senate Minority maps, those three



             11    reflect what I most value.



             12             And I did have one more question for you.



             13    And that is:  Could you talk a little bit about the



             14    one proposal that was rejected?



             15             CHAIR BINKLEY:  The -- you want to handle



             16    that, Nicole?  Go ahead.



             17             MEMBER BORROMEO:  Thank you.  And Budd can



             18    step in, as well.



             19             We're on a very tight timeline, Luann.  As



             20    you can see here with the maps that we've brought, it



             21    takes quite a bit of staff preparation to get them



             22    together.



             23             And it wasn't that the board didn't value



             24    the work that the Democrat party put into their map,



             25    but on balance, the map presented more problems than
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              1    the six that we have right now.  And we needed to get



              2    to a point where we were narrowing them down.  And



              3    that's not to say that all of the maps are perfect.



              4    If you go back and you listen to that testimony, I



              5    had a lot of questions from many of the third-party



              6    maps.



              7             And one thing I will say is that all of the



              8    third-party maps in the room, these individuals and



              9    organizations have been following the process from



             10    the beginning.  They have showed up at the hearings.



             11    They have interacted with us.



             12             And just on balance, their map in my opinion



             13    didn't have enough merit to come on the road to



             14    present to Alaskans at this stage, because we do have



             15    to narrow it down.  We've got about 45 days or so to



             16    adopt a final map and we have to start separating the



             17    versions.



             18             LUANN MCVEY:  Thank you.



             19             MEMBER SIMPSON:  And not to belabor the



             20    point, but when that question came up, there was a



             21    split on the board, with some members preferring to



             22    bring every third-party map that was submitted, you



             23    know, throughout the -- to bring them on these



             24    meetings throughout the state so that people could



             25    have a look at them, and other board members, such as

�



                                                                          40



              1    myself and Nicole, prefer to at least narrow it down



              2    a little bit, and that was, in my opinion, the



              3    weakest map of any third-party map that was



              4    presented.



              5             CHAIR BINKLEY:  And now the minority report,



              6    since I supported bringing the Democratic Party map



              7    along.  So I just felt that we have five.  Six is not



              8    that big of a lift to put an extra map.  They put a



              9    tremendous amount of time and effort into their map,



             10    as all the third parties did.



             11             And I just felt it was a question of



             12    resources for the staff.  We could have gotten the



             13    resources to make sure that we had that.  I just felt



             14    it was important to have every point of view out for



             15    people to view and comment on.



             16             But we're not lockstep on every decision,



             17    and that was one that two of us felt differently than



             18    the other three.  So we've got five good maps,



             19    though, no question about it.  The third parties have



             20    put a tremendous amount of time and effort into it.



             21             I particularly appreciate the AFFR that's



             22    here representing theirs, Doyon that's here, as well,



             23    and it's heartening to me to see all of these groups



             24    really spend that time and effort to -- and it's



             25    time-consuming.  It really takes a tremendous amount
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              1    of effort to put forward a map, and just pleased that



              2    they're willing to do that.  And it helps us in our



              3    deliberative process.



              4             Our kids went to Harborview when we lived



              5    here in Juneau.  So thank you for the great job that



              6    you've done.



              7             LUANN MCVEY:  Thank you.  And thank you all.



              8             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Okay.  Next is Nadine



              9    Lefebvre.



             10             Hi, Nadine.



             11             NADINE LEFEBVRE:  Hi.  Thank you.  I'm



             12    Nadine Lefebvre.  I live out in the Valley.



             13             And I wanted to say that -- I wanted to



             14    thank you for giving us third-party opportunity.  And



             15    I have reviewed the maps that are posted online and



             16    here, and I've come to the decision that I want to



             17    speak in favor of the Alaska for Fair Redistricting



             18    version.  I feel like that map follows the natural



             19    divide of Auke Bay with the Mendenhall Valley from



             20    downtown Juneau and Lemon Creek and Douglas Island.



             21             I think this would allow similar



             22    neighborhoods to continue to work together on school



             23    issues, transportation and infrastructure that



             24    immediately impact those areas and development in



             25    those areas.  Excuse me.
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              1             I'd also like to say that Haines, Skagway,



              2    and Klukwan, in a rural Southeast district, could



              3    reflect their socioeconomic integration into those



              4    communities.  This would keep the US/Canada border



              5    crossings in one district, and it would give all the



              6    communities similar cultural and economic



              7    similarities that are seasonally impacted.  A lot of



              8    those communities, even though they shop in Juneau,



              9    their economic base is reflected with the other rural



             10    communities.



             11             So I'm not a good public speaker, so I think



             12    I'm just going to end there.  Thank you for your



             13    time.



             14             CHAIR BINKLEY:  You've done a good job.



             15    Thank you, Nadine.



             16             Questions?



             17             Next, Kathryn.  Good to see you again,



             18    Kathryn.



             19             KATHRYN REARDON:  Thanks.  Hi.  Kathryn



             20    Reardon.  I live downtown in Juneau.



             21             I agree with much of what I've heard from my



             22    neighbors.  I chose to come up and testify primarily



             23    because since these things tend to go off to court,



             24    public records and what was -- what was stated may



             25    end up being relevant.
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              1             I strongly agree that -- that having a



              2    dividing line between downtown and the Valley



              3    somewhere around Fred Meyers to Lemon Creek is



              4    what -- is what makes sense.



              5             What I feel doesn't provide for the



              6    socioeconomic integration is when we have a dividing



              7    line that goes down the highway and treats the -- you



              8    know, the water side and the mountainside as separate



              9    districts.  That flies in the face of the economic



             10    and social interactions that I see in Juneau.



             11             I did want to say that I could, I think,



             12    make a good-faith argument about Skagway, for



             13    example, being socioeconomically similar to downtown,



             14    and also could make an argument that it would go with



             15    the Valley.  So I just wanted to lay in front of you,



             16    there are similarities between a Skagway and a



             17    downtown, and that they're both cruise ship tourism



             18    heavy areas.  So I could see that -- that being a



             19    legitimate connection.



             20             When people come from your -- you know, your



             21    Haines and Skagway area, they probably stay in hotels



             22    downtown, because that's where the hotels are.  And



             23    then they probably go shopping at Costco and go to



             24    the hospital, which, you know, might be on either



             25    side of the line, depending on where the population

�



                                                                          44



              1    puts it.



              2             So I don't think that it's self-evident that



              3    they would need to be, as they are now, with the



              4    Valley district and still fulfill the requirements of



              5    the constitutional guidance.



              6             But in conclusion, I just really want to --



              7    I think having this more organic process that you



              8    allowed to occur has taken the temperature down in



              9    the room, and I think it was there for -- well worth



             10    it.  I think sometimes when things have both legal



             11    and emotional import, the tendency is to say you can



             12    only, you know, communicate with us in certain very



             13    limited ways, so that we can defend that we treated



             14    everybody exactly the same and not -- I was very



             15    surprised that you were allowing informal



             16    conversations with you, and I was very pleased by



             17    that, because I think that the one thing that I and



             18    probably all of us want the very most out of this



             19    redistricting is that it's something that rebuilds



             20    and contributes to our society's belief in legitimacy



             21    and fairness of elections, and that I would trade



             22    almost any of my -- my maybe partisan political goals



             23    away for a process that does result in -- in



             24    greater -- greater belief in our Democratic system.



             25    So thank you.
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              1             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Kathryn.  A lot



              2    of wisdom in what you just said.



              3             Questions for Kathryn?  No?  Thank you.



              4             That's all that we have signed up.  Is there



              5    anybody else that hasn't signed up that wishes to



              6    testify before the board?



              7             John?  Love your sweater.  Got one just like



              8    it.



              9             JOHN CUE:  It's so comfortable.  Do you use



             10    that one?  You know how we got it.



             11             I'm John Cue (phonetic), and I do also live



             12    downtown.  However, what I wanted to talk about a



             13    little bit is follow up on the school district



             14    situation.



             15             And I wanted to agree with folks about



             16    moving the line essentially down the highway versus



             17    going over towards the water.  I just think that it



             18    makes a lot more sense.  This whole area that you



             19    have into the Valley district, the Dzantik'i Heeni



             20    Middle School is there, and all of those students end



             21    up going to the JDHS primarily.



             22             Now, it's true that you can choose wherever



             23    you go, but the natural deal is to go downtown.  And



             24    a lot of those folks work downtown, as well.  And



             25    it's just that there's a closer connection to that
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              1    Lemon Creek community to downtown than it would be to



              2    the Valley, versus if you cut off the Auke Bay



              3    region, it's a definite connection to the Valley.



              4             So it's -- again, you can weigh the



              5    different things, but if you look at it from a



              6    standpoint of what's the strongest connection, I



              7    really believe moving the line down the highway is



              8    much better than going out towards the ocean.  And I



              9    think there's probably pretty similar populations you



             10    can gain from those two areas.  So I would think that



             11    that's the major thing.



             12             I also would agree with Kathryn, that --



             13    that it is hard to -- Nicole asked the question,



             14    well, what about Skagway and Haines?  What are their



             15    connections?  They are more highly connected to the



             16    Valley than downtown.  It's really mixed.  I mean, it



             17    really is.



             18             Obviously they come into the airport and to



             19    the ports out in there.  If you're a fisherman,



             20    you're coming into Auke Bay from Haines.  Skagway has



             21    a real connection to downtown because of tourism, as



             22    was just mentioned.  So I don't know that it's as



             23    tightly -- as easy to make the comment about which is



             24    the best, in terms of that.



             25             But I think they could go with either one of
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              1    those when you work on the population.  But I do



              2    think moving the line so that Lemon Creek winds up in



              3    downtown makes a lot more sense than leaving Auke Bay



              4    and so on in the Valley is better.



              5             The other thing that I did mention, that



              6    there were other communities that were highly



              7    connected, if you're looking at population.  One of



              8    those is Hoonah, and the other is Tenakee Springs,



              9    which in some of them have been removed.  You know,



             10    one of them, Gustavus was moved out in one of the



             11    maps.  Gustavus, Hoonah, Tenakee Springs all have



             12    strong, strong connections to Juneau.



             13             A lot of folks have -- from Hoonah have, you



             14    know, relatives in town.  They use its hospital here



             15    and so on.  Tenakee Springs, almost everyone has a



             16    connection directly to Juneau.



             17             So those are areas, if you're looking for --



             18    to gain population or shift in population around,



             19    they're also communities that have an interest and --



             20    strong interest with Juneau.



             21             And thank you all for doing this.  I know it



             22    is very difficult.  It's not an easy job.



             23             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, John.



             24             Questions?



             25             Give my best to Margaret.
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              1             Anybody else who wishes to testify?  Please



              2    join us.  Since we don't have it written down, if you



              3    can give us your name.



              4             CORINNE CONLIN:  Absolutely.  Absolutely.



              5    So my name is Corinne Conlin, and I live in the



              6    Valley.



              7             And I guess I just want to give personal



              8    kind of testimony that my daughter really wanted to



              9    go to Thunder Mountain High School.  We were living



             10    downtown, and I opted to purchase a house in the



             11    Valley.  And because I think that there is that sense



             12    of community, and even though you can choose, there



             13    is a real sense.



             14             And I mean, logistically, it's tough if you



             15    have a child who's downtown to school.  And I know



             16    you talked about, oh, it's not that far.  And I lived



             17    in Boston, and I mean, it's not that far to go



             18    downtown, but like that kind of shuffle.  And so



             19    there is a sense of community that's in the Valley.



             20             And so I -- I also encourage you to consider



             21    that line, Fred Meyer to -- to Sunny Point, because I



             22    think for most of us, and from what I'm hearing from



             23    testimony, is that that just feels legitimate.



             24             And I also want to thank you for the work



             25    that you do.  I know that -- I don't think anyone in
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              1    this room envies your job, because it's incredibly



              2    difficult and people are very passionate about it.



              3    So thank you so much for your time.



              4             CHAIR BINKLEY:  Thank you, Corinne.



              5             Questions?



              6             Okay.  If there's nobody else that's signed



              7    up, we'll maybe conclude this part of it.  But we've



              8    still got the maps here.  We're still going to be



              9    here for a while.  So feel free to grab any one of us



             10    or the staff members.  If you want to see how the



             11    maps work on -- on a very micro level, as Pat Race



             12    indicated, staff can help you with that, too, to see



             13    how we actually move those census blocks and how the



             14    programming works for it, as well.



             15             And our thanks, for all of us on the board



             16    and the staff, for your time and attention coming



             17    out.  It really makes the whole process a lot better



             18    when we get a chance to meet you, to talk to you



             19    individually or in a format like this and get your



             20    input.  So it's much appreciated.



             21             And with that, we'll go back to the more



             22    informal process.  Thank you.



             23             (End of audio recording.)



             24



             25
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              1                    P R O C E E D I N G S



              2                            -oOo-



              3             MR. TORKELSON:  Hi, Budd.  Good afternoon.



              4             ANDREW CREMATA:  Hey, Peter, how are you



              5    doing?



              6             MR. TORKELSON:  Good, good.



              7             So, TJ, our deputy director, is going to be



              8    joining us shortly.  He is actually going to



              9    facilitate the meeting today.  Just wanted to get it



             10    started.



             11             We have Board Member Simpson with us, from



             12    Juneau.  And let's see here.  Let me make TJ the host



             13    here.



             14             MEMBER MARCUM:  I'm online, as well, Peter.



             15    This is Bethany.



             16             MR. TORKELSON:  Oh, okay.  Great.  Hi,



             17    Bethany.  You made it.  Super.



             18             MEMBER MARCUM:  Yeah.  I'll have to jump



             19    off.  I have a 1:00, but I can be on for the first 30



             20    minutes.



             21             MR. TORKELSON:  Sure.  Okay.  Great.



             22             So, Andrew, we have two board members with



             23    us, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Marcum.  And TJ is going to



             24    take over as the host.



             25             You know, we can do a couple different
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              1    formats, as you guys desire.  But perhaps an initial



              2    introduction, to just kind of look at the maps, and



              3    then questions, however it will proceed best.  So I'm



              4    going to hand it off to TJ.



              5             TJ, can you --



              6             MR. PRESLEY:  Yes.  Can you guys hear me?



              7    Can you hear me, Peter?



              8             MR. TORKELSON:  Yeah.  I hear you loud and



              9    clear, yeah.



             10             MR. PRESLEY:  So in terms of how we want to



             11    run this, have we decided if we wanted to do the



             12    public testimony style first and open up with that,



             13    or do we want to do the other view of the maps?



             14             MR. TORKELSON:  I defer to Andrew, I guess,



             15    what his thoughts are, or anyone else wants to chime



             16    in, I guess.



             17             ANDREW CREMATA:  I think an overview to



             18    start would be a good idea.  I think most everybody's



             19    got their head wrapped around it pretty well.  But we



             20    didn't have a lot of notice, so there could be people



             21    joining in that don't have an intimate knowledge of



             22    these maps.



             23             MR. TORKELSON:  Okay.  Great.



             24             MR. PRESLEY:  Peter, do you want to do the



             25    map overview or do you want --
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              1             MR. TORKELSON:  Sure, yeah.  Why not.  Maybe



              2    I'll do it.



              3             Okay.  So I'll just do a brief introduction



              4    to the resources you can use to sort of engage with



              5    the redistricting board and the various maps that we



              6    have available.  I'm going to share my screen.  Let's



              7    see here.



              8             Can you give me the hosting back, TJ, so I



              9    can share my screen?



             10             MR. PRESLEY:  Yes.



             11             MR. TORKELSON:  Thank you.  Let me get this



             12    maximized here.



             13             MR. PRESLEY:  There you go.



             14             MR. TORKELSON:  Cool.  All right.  Let's do



             15    it.  All right.  Here we go.



             16             Okay.  So you should see my browser window



             17    now.  Is that correct, TJ?  All right.  So this is



             18    the redistricting board website, akredistrict.org.



             19    There's lots of information here, if you'd like to



             20    get involved and receive e-mail updates for the



             21    redistricting process.



             22             And as we're getting near the end now, but



             23    we do e-mail out frequent updates, so if you're



             24    interested, please sign up and we'll add you to our



             25    list so you keep apprised of the (indiscernible) as
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              1    they (indiscernible).



              2             For today, though, we'll talk mostly about



              3    maps.  You can clip on the map gallery link.  The



              4    Alaska Constitution requires the board to adopt at



              5    least one draft map within 30 days of receiving the



              6    census data.  We got the census data on August 12th,



              7    so we adopted a couple of draft maps September 9th,



              8    on the 29th day, and then we adopted the updated of



              9    those, the next week adopted four additional plans



             10    that were brought forward by third parties.  The



             11    third parties are the AFFER Coalition, AFFR -- those



             12    are Alaskans for Fair and Equitable Redistricting,



             13    Alaskans for Fair Redistricting, and then the Doyon



             14    Coalition, which is a coalition of Alaska Native



             15    corporations and some non-profit, as well.



             16             And then the Senate Minority Democratic



             17    caucus, the minority's caucus in that, in the Alaska



             18    Senate, proposed their own plan.  So there is a lot



             19    of maps to look at, almost 300 of them if you wanted



             20    to look at every PDF file.



             21             So we won't go into all that detail today,



             22    but I do want to show you just a couple of ways to



             23    compare plans.  That was -- I clicked on our



             24    interactive map.  And a way to overlay all the



             25    different maps on top of each other, I'll just
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              1    demonstrate that briefly.



              2             But the plan defaults to showing board v3.



              3    And the order here is just the order that the board



              4    adopted them.  This is the order the board adopted



              5    them, so this is the order we present them.  There's



              6    no other rationale behind the order.



              7             So you can toggle on and off various plans



              8    and see how they differ.  So you can see, for



              9    example, where the lines match, you'll just see the



             10    top layer.



             11             And you'll see that in rural Alaska, the



             12    board plans match perfectly 3 and 4.  But once you



             13    get into Fairbanks and into the Mat-Su area and then



             14    down Southeast, there's some differences as to how



             15    the different plans draw Southeast Alaska.  And you



             16    can then layer on other plans, as well, to get a



             17    concept for how the lines might differ in your area.



             18             And then to actually see a plan -- let's



             19    just say for the sake of discussion, we'll start with



             20    board v3.  This has the traditional colored



             21    districts, which makes it easier just to see the



             22    districts as a whole.  And you can click on a



             23    district and get the population that the district



             24    contains.



             25             And the Alaska Constitution requires the
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              1    board to craft districts as near as practicable that



              2    are of equal population.  And the target number is



              3    the population of the state, which is 733,391 people,



              4    according to the Census Bureau.  And you divide that



              5    by 40, which is the number of House districts that



              6    Alaska has.  And so then you get a number.  We



              7    actually get 18,334 and some change, but you round --



              8    you round up in this case to 18,335.  So that is the



              9    target number that every district is shooting for.



             10             And very few districts hit that perfectly,



             11    because there's more than one person in each census



             12    block, and the board can only build districts from



             13    census blocks.  We don't actually just draw a line on



             14    a map.  We compile these odd-shaped census blocks,



             15    sometimes very odd-shaped census blocks, into a



             16    district.



             17             And so that's why you get some kind of



             18    funky, like, little, you know, bumps and crinkles and



             19    things.  Those are usually the sense of -- the shape



             20    of the underlying census block.  The board didn't



             21    actually try to draw a little wiggle there.  We just



             22    chose that census block, and it had that shape to it.



             23             So because there's more than one person that



             24    lives in some blocks, 60 -- you might have 60 in one



             25    block, 40 in another, 200 in the next, you can't hit
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              1    the population perfectly, so we shoot to get as close



              2    as we can.  This one is about 1 percent below the



              3    target, and this one is .84 percent below the target.



              4    So they're only about 40 -- about 45 people separate



              5    these two districts in population.



              6             And you can see, if you zoom into the



              7    populated transition area, that -- zoom all the way



              8    in here, census blocks were chosen to try to make as



              9    clean of a line as possible, while still hitting that



             10    target population.



             11             So if you -- for example, if you take this



             12    next block here, you might get a certain number of



             13    more people.  If you take this -- you know, this



             14    block here, which is a long skinny one, it has a lot



             15    of folks in it.  So if you move it, then you have to



             16    move other blocks somewhere else.  So it can be a



             17    very complicated process to find the combination of



             18    blocks that gets you close to the target -- the



             19    target population.



             20             Let's look at v4, just to compare the



             21    Southeast options that the board drew.  This is a --



             22    what would be called a doughnut district.



             23             There's four criteria that the board must



             24    use when drawing districts.  The constitution says



             25    that the board should draw districts that are
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              1    compact, contiguous -- that means that you, in



              2    theory, could walk from any one place in the district



              3    to any other place.  You can't have two broken pieces



              4    apart from each other, and as nearly -- relatively



              5    socioeconomically integrated.



              6             So the board is paying a lot of attention to



              7    testimony where folks say we have more economic or



              8    social connections with this area of the state than



              9    with that area of the state.



             10             And then finally, as near as practicable,



             11    equal in population.



             12             So a doughnut district, which is what you



             13    see here, is contiguous.  You can walk anywhere from



             14    there, and then there's a -- down sort of -- this --



             15    this district models a Mendenhall Valley and Lemon



             16    Creek sort of core out of the City and Borough of



             17    Juneau.



             18             The effect of this is -- for Skagway is that



             19    you would be in the same House district as downtown



             20    Juneau, which is similar to, I think, the way your



             21    current district is; whereas, board plan v3 has you



             22    with the Upper Lynn Canal.  And Skagway would be



             23    drawn in with the Upper Lynn Canal, and then, you



             24    know, the north portion of the populated area of



             25    Juneau, which includes some of the Mendenhall Valley
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              1    and some of Auke Bay, although it looks like in this



              2    version a portion of Auke Bay is with Juneau, as



              3    well.



              4             So those are -- that's just a brief overview



              5    of some of the resources.  You also have PDF files.



              6    If you're not an interactive map person, you could



              7    choose to view a PDF file.  This is more useful for



              8    printing.  This has every Southeast map in the PDF



              9    form that you could perhaps print out or use in some



             10    other way that's easier to use than a Google Map



             11    might be.



             12             You see all of the various options here,



             13    including the ones we've looked at, and then some of



             14    this, as well.  Senate Democrats have a different



             15    view or a different idea.  Doyon takes a little



             16    different path, as well.  And then -- so those are



             17    available for your use.



             18             So that's, I think, a brief summary of sort



             19    of how to find map information, and I think, you



             20    know, wide open to questions and then, of course, we



             21    move into sort of a public testimony phase.  This



             22    meeting is being recorded, so we'll have a record of



             23    your testimony.  And then it will be transcribed and



             24    added to the written record, as well, so that it's



             25    part of the database that we can search then at a
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              1    later time if needed.  We can print it out.  It'll be



              2    part of our official packets at board meetings, and



              3    of course part of the record of the redistricting



              4    project.



              5             So I think we can take it from there.  I can



              6    stop sharing.



              7             MR. PRESLEY:  Yeah.  So at this point what



              8    we usually do in the in-person testimony, we have a



              9    big question-and-answer session before we switch over



             10    to public testimony.



             11             So I think for people who are online, we



             12    want to leave it open for a minute to see if you have



             13    specific questions about any of the maps before we



             14    switch over to testimony.  So you can raise your hand



             15    on your video screen if your video's on.  You can use



             16    your reaction buttons on the bottom, which have a



             17    raised-hand option.  Just some way to let us know who



             18    is about to speak, so for recording options we can



             19    make sure we have it for the record.



             20             So are there any questions?  Okay.  Not



             21    seeing any questions.  We can always come back to



             22    questions.



             23             So why don't we start taking some public



             24    testimony so we can have that for the record.  Is



             25    there anybody who wants to submit public testimony
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              1    for the record to begin with, to start off?  Mayor



              2    Cremata, go ahead.



              3             ANDREW CREMATA:  If I can start.  At our



              4    last assembly meeting we brought this up.  Obviously



              5    we haven't had a lot of time to talk about it, but



              6    fortunately we did have an assembly meeting in



              7    between the time we were made aware of it and this



              8    meeting.



              9             And we do appreciate you guys putting this



             10    meeting together on such short notice.  While we



             11    couldn't do it here in person, I see that a number of



             12    people have been able to get on here to comment.



             13             The opinion of the assembly table, my



             14    opinion, and the opinion of the borough manager are



             15    all identical.  We believe that it is 100 percent in



             16    our best interests to remain in the district along



             17    with downtown Juneau.  I think our preference and --



             18    you know, there's a couple of assembly members on



             19    here, but my preference is that the Senate Minority



             20    map is the one that I support personally, but we're



             21    definitely not opposed to those other two maps that



             22    keep us within the downtown Juneau district.



             23             You know, citing a few reasons, our



             24    economies are linked, because we both deal with



             25    tourism directly via the cruise ships, which
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              1    obviously is pretty much the main show here in



              2    Skagway.  But it's important for us to be linked with



              3    our partners in Juneau who deal with the same



              4    industry.  And I think that one's pretty obvious.



              5             Some of the ones that may be a little less



              6    obvious is we have, you know, historical buildings,



              7    both communities in those districts that are very



              8    important to our culture and to our heritage here in



              9    Alaska.  So I did want to cite that as another reason



             10    we'd like to be in the district.  And there's some



             11    educational ones, as well.  Most important of all,



             12    though, is the economy.



             13             So that's my comment.  Again, thanks, you



             14    guys.  I appreciate you guys taking the time to do



             15    this today.



             16             MR. PRESLEY:  Are there further public



             17    comments?



             18             All right.  Deborah Potter, go ahead.



             19             DEBORAH POTTER:  All right.  Thank you for



             20    the time.



             21             I'm also an assembly member, and I would



             22    just like to echo Mayor Cremata's statements.  I



             23    think you have to look no further than last year,



             24    2020, when in Skagway we lost -- you know, we didn't



             25    have any cruise ships, and that resulted in a
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              1    95 percent loss of our economy.



              2             And I think that really what ties us to the



              3    downtown Juneau district, and separates us from



              4    places like Auke Bay and the Mendenhall Valley -- I



              5    just think it's imperative that we continue to be in



              6    the same district with downtown Juneau.



              7             And also, thank you forgetting this together



              8    for us.



              9             MR. PRESLEY:  Thank you.  I see that we



             10    still have a few other people online.  Does anybody



             11    want to publicly testify while we're still open for



             12    it?



             13             I see Jaime Bricker.  Jaime Bricker, would



             14    you like to testify?  Perfect.  Jaime, go ahead.



             15             JAIME BRICKER:  Hi.  My name is Jaime



             16    Bricker.  I would like to echo the sentiments of



             17    Mayor Cremata and Assembly Member Potter.



             18             I did submit my comments in writing, but



             19    just to reiterate that the socioeconomic correlation



             20    between Skagway and downtown Juneau is very strong,



             21    and it's very important.  And I would like to see us



             22    remain in the same -- Skagway remain in the same



             23    district as downtown Juneau, and that we remain



             24    connected to some of our rural Alaskan areas that are



             25    similar in size and location and issues.
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              1             So thank you for hearing us today.



              2             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you, Jaime.



              3             I can just kind of go down the list.  I see



              4    John Walsh is on, though I'm -- do you want to



              5    provide testimony, John?



              6             JOHN WALSH:  Thank you, TJ and members of



              7    the board.  Coincidentally, I'm a resident of



              8    Douglas, so I would speak in favor of Skagway



              9    remaining affiliated with Douglas, downtown Juneau,



             10    Haines, and as Jaime says, the Angoon and smaller



             11    communities around Juneau.



             12             I've worked with the municipality for the



             13    last probably 15 years, and I don't think I can count



             14    a time when we really needed to interface with north



             15    Juneau, practically speaking.  We -- our focus has



             16    been with general government, the CBJ, the industry



             17    that serves both communities.



             18             Skagway is the third highest recipient of



             19    cruise passengers in the State of Alaska.  That's



             20    tremendous significance.  Ketchikan, Juneau, and



             21    Skagway have that in common.  The downtown business



             22    association is similar to the -- the business



             23    community in downtown Juneau.



             24             And the -- and just the larger Upper Lynn



             25    Canal connection is intact, in my mind, more
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              1    succinctly when the three governmental -- at least



              2    the Haines, Juneau, Skagway, and if Angoon were



              3    included, but those -- that linkage is important.



              4             And I would think that one of those three



              5    maps that shows Skagway with downtown Juneau would be



              6    reasonably supported by the community, from my



              7    experience there anyway.



              8             Thank you.  And as a resident of Douglas, I



              9    welcome that, as well.



             10             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  We'll keep going down



             11    the list.  I see a name of Municipality of Skagway.



             12    I do not see your name.  Did you want to testify?



             13    Okay.  Great.  Great.



             14             Why don't we go to charity Pomerai.  I see



             15    she's on the phone.  So, Charity, if you can hear us



             16    and you'd like to testify, please go ahead.



             17             CHARITY POMERAI:  Yes.  Can you hear me?



             18             MR. PRESLEY:  Yes, loud and clear.



             19             CHARITY POMERAI:  Okay.  I just wanted to



             20    echo all of the sentiments that have been said so



             21    far.  We -- we need to retain a tie to downtown



             22    Juneau especially, because that is -- is the center



             23    that mirrors what we are here in Skagway.



             24             So I just -- everything that has been said,



             25    I wanted to echo.
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              1             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you for your



              2    testimony.



              3             I see next we've got Cooper Hayes.  Cooper,



              4    if you can hear us and you'd like to testify, please



              5    go ahead.



              6             COOPER HAYES:  Hi.  Can you hear me?



              7             MR. PRESLEY:  Loud and clear.



              8             COOPER HAYES:  Oh, great.  Hi.  Again, I'm



              9    going to -- I'm going to echo everything that has



             10    been said.  I agree that it's important that Skagway



             11    remains aligned with the downtown Juneau district,



             12    because our economies are so linked.



             13             And as I said, that socioeconomic link is



             14    vital to our success as a tourist community and --



             15    yeah, I think we need to support one of these maps,



             16    version 4, Doyon, or the Senate Minority.



             17             I agree with Mayor Cremata that the Senate



             18    Minority option is probably best.  But again, I think



             19    it's very important that we stay linked with the



             20    downtown Juneau district.  Thank you.



             21             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you, Cooper.



             22             Next I see we've got a Mike Swasey online.



             23    Mike, if you can hear us and you'd like to testify,



             24    unmute yourself and go ahead.



             25             MIKE SWASEY:  I'm okay.  I'm just here to
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              1    report on the proceedings.  Thank you.



              2             MR. PRESLEY:  Okay.  Great.  So I see Tina



              3    Seier.  Hope I'm saying your last name right, Tina.



              4    But if you can hear us, why don't you take yourself



              5    off mute and testify, if you'd like to.



              6             KRISTIN SEIER:  All right.  Thank you.  My



              7    name is Kristin Seier.  My nickname is Tina.



              8             And I'm a lifelong Alaskan resident.  And I



              9    completely agree with what everybody else has said



             10    about being aligned and district with the downtown



             11    corridor of Juneau.  It makes it a lot easier for our



             12    people that are representing us because we have so



             13    many similar circumstances.



             14             And I just wanted to also put my -- put my



             15    hand up to say that I completely agree with making



             16    sure that we stay in a downtown Juneau district.



             17    Thank you.



             18             MR. PRESLEY:  Thank you, Tina.



             19             Let's go to Reba Hylton.  Reba, if you can



             20    hear us and you'd like to testify, take yourself off



             21    mute and go ahead.



             22             REBA HYLTON:  Great.  Thank you.  Thank you



             23    for making the time for our community.



             24             I am an assembly member here, and we did



             25    speak to this at the table.  It was brought up and it
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              1    was unanimous that we all have the same sentiments



              2    that have been echoed here.  So I think that's a very



              3    strong statement in itself.



              4             And we represent the community, and the



              5    community going forward would like to stay in the



              6    same district as downtown Juneau for everything



              7    that's already been stated.  Thank you.



              8             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you.



              9             I don't see a first name.  The last person



             10    on the list so far is L. Taylor, or I. Taylor.  If



             11    you can hear us and you'd like to testify, go ahead.



             12    Give L. Taylor another second or two.



             13             Okay.  I don't see L. Taylor.  They were



             14    kind of unmuted so I don't see their mute and unmute



             15    thing going off and on.  So I think we can stay on



             16    for a little longer.



             17             Peter, do you want to just stay on until



             18    1:30 and see if we get anybody else, or how do you



             19    want to proceed?



             20             MR. TORKELSON:  Yeah.  We should probably



             21    just leave a window open in case anyone else pops on.



             22    We did issue, you know, a standard public notice.  So



             23    yeah, if we want to just leave the window open and



             24    see if anyone else joins us, we can do that.



             25             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  As people sign on, all
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              1    of us will be here from the redistricting board until



              2    1:30, so we will make sure that as people sign on,



              3    that we are catching their public testimony.



              4             I see municipality raised your hand, so why



              5    don't you go ahead and ask your question?



              6             UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  Mine is more of a



              7    comment.  I'm here in the assembly chambers in



              8    Skagway, if anyone physically needs to come to this



              9    location.  So we don't have anyone here now, but I



             10    will stay on as long as you are on to accommodate



             11    anyone who might show up.



             12             MR. PRESLEY:  Thank you for doing that.  We



             13    appreciate it.



             14             And then it looks like Deborah Potter has



             15    her hand up.



             16             DEBORAH POTTER:  Yeah, thank you.  Since we



             17    have a little down time, it seems like the three



             18    options that keep Skagway in the -- with Douglas and



             19    downtown Juneau are the version 4, the Doyon, and the



             20    Senate Minority.  Is there a way you can use your



             21    fancy skills and do an overlay of those three map



             22    options for us, just to look at?



             23             MR. PRESLEY:  Uh-huh.



             24             DEBORAH POTTER:  Thank you.



             25             MR. PRESLEY:  Peter, you're really handy
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              1    with the overlay.  Do you want me to make you the



              2    host and let you do that one?



              3             MR. TORKELSON:  Yeah, sure.  If you want to



              4    switch the host back, I can pull something up here.



              5             MR. PRESLEY:  There you go.



              6             MR. TORKELSON:  Okay.  Give me just a second



              7    to get a dedicated browser window here going.  Okay.



              8    Share screen.  Okay.



              9             So you should see my browser now.  And I'll



             10    take you to this.  The multi-plan interactive will do



             11    what you would like, although it's -- can be



             12    difficult to see more than two at a time, at least



             13    for me.  Maybe I'm challenged that way.  I'm not



             14    sure.  But there can be a lot of lines.



             15             So I'm going to layer on different things



             16    and kind of see if there's a way to cleanly present



             17    what I think you're asking for.



             18             So this is board plan v3, which does the



             19    north -- kind of a north-south break in the CBJ, as



             20    we discussed earlier.



             21             And then I can layer on -- you said you were



             22    interested in v4; is that correct?  That's the sort



             23    of the large geographical area with this small



             24    doughnut hole for Mendenhall -- Mendenhall Valley and



             25    Lemon Creek.
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              1             And then you wanted to see -- I think it was



              2    Doyon, correct?  Feel free to chime in if that's not



              3    correct.



              4             DEBORAH POTTER:  No, you're correct.



              5             MR. TORKELSON:  Okay.  So Doyon does -- and



              6    I -- you know, I wasn't in the room when Doyon drew



              7    their map, but I can tell you from experience that at



              8    least out here, nobody lives out here.  So these



              9    blocks can be taken up here -- you know, so this



             10    is -- the end of the road is, like, what, right



             11    there, I think.



             12             So past that, Berners Bay, and then this



             13    area here is all zero population.  So this -- take --



             14    grab this chunk of geography, just prevents the



             15    doughnut hole look of it.  There is no functional



             16    difference, but it just prevents a doughnut hole.



             17             And I have heard, you know, various folks



             18    just say it just looks better if it's not a doughnut



             19    hole.  Okay.  That's obviously subjective.



             20             But there's no policy difference to having



             21    this in one district or not.  It's really the



             22    population down here is the difference.  And so you



             23    can see that they also tried to draw a line, and they



             24    chose in this case -- I think that is a -- this is



             25    just a census block line here.  There's no people
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              1    here either.  This is all mountains, so they ended



              2    up -- whereas one divides here, they split it here.



              3             And then looking at Doyon -- and was the



              4    Senate Minority the other one you were looking at, as



              5    I recall?



              6             MR. PRESLEY:  Yeah, Senate Minority, she



              7    said.



              8             MR. TORKELSON:  Okay.  Good.  So Senate



              9    Minority appears in teal, Doyon appears in like a



             10    burgundy color.  And you'll see that they're almost



             11    identical for their CBJ treatment.  They just have a



             12    slightly different break here, you know, one going



             13    around the airport, the other going around here a



             14    little bit further.  They don't even make it to Sun



             15    Point.



             16             And then, you know, there's -- there are



             17    actually some -- there is some population right in



             18    here.  So they just took two different approaches, so



             19    exactly how you divide the populated concentration



             20    between Mendenhall Valley and Juneau.



             21             And then otherwise, they look like they're



             22    pretty similar.  And then I do see a difference here.



             23    Doyon looks like it grabs Gustavus, is what I'm



             24    seeing.  And the Senate Minority reaches down and



             25    grabs Angoon, looks like.
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              1             So there's some tradeoff going on between,



              2    do you include Gustavus with the downtown Juneau



              3    Upper Lynn Canal areas, or do you cut Gustavus out of



              4    that mix and instead reach down and take Admiralty



              5    Island in its entirety with Angoon and -- you know,



              6    there's a few -- (indiscernible).  Oh, it's right up



              7    there.  So there is some slight differences there,



              8    but not much.



              9             And then board v4, just to flip back and



             10    take Doyon off, board v4 does take Gustavus with



             11    downtown Juneau and does not extend down to Angoon.



             12    So that's -- there is a difference there between v4



             13    and Senate Minority.



             14             So was that helpful?  I mean, I really



             15    wanted to color these districts in like a



             16    (indiscernible) district and match the look.  But



             17    what happens, when all the colors layer on top of



             18    each other, it just turns like mud.  You can't see --



             19    you can't see the topography underneath it.  So



             20    that's why we ended up with lines being the way to do



             21    the multi-plan interface.  I hope that was --



             22             DEBORAH POTTER:  Thank you for that.



             23             MR. TORKELSON:  Yeah.  Do you have any other



             24    questions?  Okay.  We'll stand by.



             25             DEBORAH POTTER:  Yep.
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              1             MR. PRESLEY:  I don't see anyone else having



              2    signed on yet.



              3             Why don't we make sure we give L. Taylor or



              4    I. Taylor, who has signed on, an opportunity to



              5    testify before we take a little recess.  Anything



              6    from L. Taylor?  Nothing yet.  Okay.  No worries.



              7             So we will hang out until 1:30 and monitor



              8    the list and see if anybody else signs on.  And if



              9    anybody does, we will make sure to take public



             10    testimony from them.  So we'll just take a little



             11    mini recess for a minute.



             12             (Pause.)



             13             MR. PRESLEY:  But it does look like we've



             14    been joined by Melinda Munson.  Melinda, welcome to



             15    the Skagway public hearing regarding redistricting.



             16    We were on a recess waiting for another Skagway



             17    resident to sign in, so if you would like to provide



             18    testimony and you can hear us, feel free to take your



             19    microphone off mute and go ahead with your public



             20    testimony.  This is for Melinda Munson.



             21             MELINDA MUNSON:  Hi.  I'm with the Skagway



             22    Natives, and I'm just observing.  Thank you.



             23             MR. PRESLEY:  Oh, good.  If you would like,



             24    we can provide you a recording from today's meeting



             25    so far, because we've had some public testimony
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              1    occur.  So if you just shoot me an e-mail from the



              2    website, if that sounds good to you, we can get that



              3    to you.



              4             MELINDA MUNSON:  Perfect.  Thank you.



              5             MR. PRESLEY:  Yep.  Janalynn Hager, I see



              6    you joined the meeting.  We were on a little recess



              7    while we waited for more people to sign up.  So if



              8    you can hear us and you'd like to provide testimony,



              9    please unmute yourself and go ahead.



             10             JANALYNN HAGER:  Okay.  I've unmuted myself.



             11             I just would like to voice a concern that



             12    you might change the district of Skagway so that



             13    we're not in communities similar to ours.  We are



             14    dependent on our cruise ship activity and more



             15    similar to downtown Juneau, and I'd like to see us



             16    stay in a district that is dependent on cruise ships



             17    like ours, so the decisions we make are like-minded.



             18             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you for your



             19    testimony, Janalynn.



             20             It looks like we have also been joined by



             21    Kathy Hosford.



             22             Kathy, if you can hear us and you'd like to



             23    provide testimony, go ahead and unmute yourself and



             24    go ahead with your testimony.  Kathy Hosford, if you



             25    can hear us, we cannot hear you yet.  If you are
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              1    wanting to provide testimony, we will let it hang out



              2    for another 30 seconds or so to see if you wanted to



              3    provide any testimony to the redistricting board.



              4             Okay.  We can come back to Kathy Hosford.



              5    Why don't we move on.



              6             We've had another resident join us, Katelyn



              7    Jarrod.  Katelyn, you're on with the redistricting



              8    board.  And if you'd like to provide testimony, we're



              9    ready to hear it, so go ahead and unmute yourself and



             10    give us your thoughts.



             11             KATELYN JARROD:  Hi, can you hear me?



             12             MR. PRESLEY:  Yes, loud and clear.



             13             KATELYN JARROD:  Hi.  Yes, I just wanted to



             14    support the initiatives to keep Skagway with the



             15    downtown district of Juneau.  I'm not super-familiar



             16    with the three different proposals, but for our



             17    community it makes more sense to stick with the



             18    downtown district rather than the Valley.  Thank you.



             19             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you for the



             20    testimony.  Why don't we give -- oh, see if Kathy



             21    wants to provide testimony, give her another few



             22    seconds.  Kathy Hosford, if you'd like to provide



             23    testimony?  I don't hear anything from Kathy yet.



             24             So I see that Cooper Hayes, assembly member,



             25    has raised their hand.  Cooper, why don't you go

�



                                                                          28



              1    ahead.



              2             COOPER HAYES:  Hi.  My husband just returned



              3    from work, and he would like to testify.  His name is



              4    Ian Hayes.  Is that all right?



              5             MR. PRESLEY:  Yes.  Since we don't have a



              6    little block with his name on it, if he just makes



              7    sure to state his name for the record so that when we



              8    go to transcribe it, it's very clear.



              9             IAN HAYES:  Okay.  Hi.  My name is Ian



             10    Hayes.  I am a Skagway resident.



             11             And I'm on just to urge you to keep Skagway



             12    in the same district as downtown Juneau.  I believe



             13    that's the Senate Minority plan, is the one that I'm



             14    most in favor of.



             15             I just want to point out that I was raised



             16    in the Mendenhall Valley.  I went to Glacier Valley,



             17    I went to Floyd Dryden, and I got my college degree



             18    from UAS.  I was there from the ages of 1 to 23.



             19             And the lifestyle, socioeconomic situation,



             20    all the things that the two different communities



             21    need are not the same, being Skagway and the



             22    Mendenhall Valley.  So as much as we can keep Skagway



             23    tied into downtown Juneau, I think that would be



             24    beneficial.  Thanks.



             25             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you, Ian, for

�



                                                                          29



              1    that testimony.



              2             I don't see anybody else signed on yet.  I



              3    think we lost Kathy Hosford, so hopefully if she is



              4    hearing us anywhere else, she can send us an e-mail.



              5             Nobody else signed on yet, so we're going to



              6    go to a little mini recess again and wait to see if



              7    we have any more Skagway residents sign on.



              8             (Pause.)



              9             MR. PRESLEY:  -- Skagway resident who has



             10    joined us.  So Elizabeth Lavoy, if I said your last



             11    name right, if you can hear us, you are on with the



             12    redistricting board taking public testimony from



             13    Skagway.  So if you can hear us and you'd like to



             14    provide testimony, why don't you go ahead and unmute



             15    yourself and go ahead with your thoughts.



             16             So, Elizabeth, if you can hear us, we cannot



             17    yet hear you, if you are here for testimony.  We will



             18    leave it open for another 30 seconds -- oh, I see



             19    your unmute went -- to let us know what you're



             20    thinking.



             21             ELIZABETH LAVOY:  Hi there.  Sorry.  Just



             22    signing on.



             23             I basically just wanted to voice my support



             24    in keeping Skagway paired with downtown Juneau.  I



             25    think we have, you know, economic similarities, our
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              1    port, our historic district, our downtown, our



              2    walkability, our economic business basis, they all



              3    mirror what is happening in downtown Juneau.  And it



              4    does not make any sense for us to be paired in a



              5    district with, say, the Valley.  There are just too



              6    many similarities, and so I -- I support any of the



              7    options that keep us paired with downtown Juneau.



              8    Thank you.



              9             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  Thank you, Elizabeth,



             10    for your testimony.  We don't have anyone signed on



             11    yet, so we will go to a little recess until we do.



             12             (Pause.)



             13             MR. PRESLEY:  If you can hear us, this is



             14    the redistricting board.  You are online with us.



             15             So if you can hear us and you would like to



             16    provide testimony, please go ahead and unmute



             17    yourself and go ahead with your thoughts.



             18             UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  Okay.  Can you hear



             19    me?



             20             MR. PRESLEY:  Yes, loud and clear.



             21             UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  Okay.  Thank you very



             22    much.  I couldn't get into my hotel room here in



             23    Juneau, so I'm sorry I'm late on this.  I just got



             24    the key redone.



             25             I do want to weigh in on the redistricting.
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              1    The thing that is really important to me is geography



              2    and sharing the northern Lynn Canal.  I really



              3    believe that it needs to be considered.  That



              4    geography is very important.  All of the small towns



              5    that have a port have cruise ships.



              6             But as far as transportation corridors and



              7    having similar issues, I truly believe that Haines



              8    and Skagway need to be a part of the northern Lynn



              9    Canal, the north part of Juneau.



             10             And I appreciate you taking my testimony on



             11    that.



             12             MR. PRESLEY:  Great.  We are really glad you



             13    could connect.  Thank you, Kathy.



             14             I don't see any new testifiers online yet.



             15    We will still be here until 1:30 about, the



             16    redistricting board, so we'll go back to our little



             17    recess and look for any more Skagway residents who



             18    might be signing on.



             19             (Pause.)



             20             MR. PRESLEY:  -- in Skagway has reached



             21    1:30 p.m., so at 1:30 p.m. we were scheduled to end.



             22             I want to make sure that we give L. Taylor,



             23    who has signed on, one more opportunity to testify.



             24             L. Taylor, we aren't sure if you've been



             25    able to hear us, but if you can now and if you'd like
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              1    to provide testimony, feel free to unmute yourself



              2    and go ahead with your thoughts.



              3             I don't see any unmuting going on, so L.



              4    Taylor, if you can hear us and you'd like to get in



              5    touch with us, we are at akredistrict.org.  And we've



              6    got a "Get in Touch With Us" or "Get Involved" or



              7    "Contact Us," multiple forms that you can use to get



              8    in touch with the redistricting board with any



              9    thoughts you might have.



             10             I'll close out for myself by saying thank



             11    you, guys, for having such good attendance on a quick



             12    turnaround meeting, and a Zoom meeting for that



             13    matter.



             14             I'll let Budd and Peter speak to any



             15    thoughts that they have before we sign off, though.



             16             MEMBER SIMPSON:  This is Board Member



             17    Simpson.  I just want to thank everyone who took the



             18    time to sign on to the Zoom meeting today for



             19    testifying and providing your thoughts on the issue.



             20             All of these -- all of this portal testimony



             21    will be transcribed (indiscernible) here today



             22    (indiscernible), and we're going to be considering



             23    all of the testimony and all of the written



             24    submissions during the next couple of weeks as we



             25    finalize the map.
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              1             So again, thanks -- thanks for taking the



              2    time and adding your interest to comment today.



              3             MR. TORKELSON:  Thanks, Budd.



              4             Yeah, thanks, everyone, for turning out



              5    today.  And do use the website, explore the maps, let



              6    us know if you have any questions.  We're here to



              7    help.



              8             And it'll be a busy -- our deadline is



              9    November 10th, so we have a busy couple of weeks



             10    ahead of us, and then we'll have some final decisions



             11    made.  So thanks for turning out today, and have a



             12    good day.



             13             MR. PRESLEY:  Thanks, guys.  Have a good



             14    one, Skagway.



             15             (End of audio recording.)
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