
OrrrcE Or TnB ATToRNEy GENERAL

JIMMY EVANS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

STATE OF ALABAMA

April 15, L992

Honorable John Tanner
Voting Section
civil Rights Pivision
U. S. Department of Justice
HOLC Building -- Room 715
32O 1st Street, N.W.
Washingrton, D. C. 2 0OOL

Re: l{rarc}n 27, L992 objection to State of Alabama
Redistricting Plan (Act No. 92-63) i

I{esch v. Hunt, l{o. 9L-O7a7 (S.D. AIa. lt[arch 9, L992,

Dear Mr. Tanner:

This is in reference to the March 27, L992 objection
interposed by the U. S. Department of Justice to the State of
Alabama,s congressional redistricting plan (Act No. 92-63) and
its effect on the redistricting plan adopted by the Court in
Wesch v. Hunt (No. 9l-A787, S.D. AIa. March 9, L992).

In the Justice Department's tetter of objection, Assistant
Attorney General John R. Dunne indicates that the State of
AlabamaTs plan failed Section 5 review due to what the letter
terms the rrunnecessary fragfmentationrr of Alabama's black
population outside the rnajority black conqrressional district.
tfrl letter, however, is unclear as to exactly what steps should
be taken to remedy this fragmentation. The Ietter indicates
that Alabamars bllck population outside the majority black
congressional district should be placed in a second district,
but it is unclear as to whether this is to create a minority
influence district or a second majority black district, and, if
the Justice Department reguires the creation of a second
majority black district, what percentage black populations
woutd b- acceptable in both the first and the second black
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districts. In the letter, Mr. Dunne only refers to
African-Anericans constituting a najority of the voting age
population. Please clarify the Justice Department's
ieguirements in this resPect.

Secondly, the plan adopted by the court in wesch v. Hunt
(No. gL-O7Al, S.D. AIa. March 9, L992), rrThe L992 Alabama
nedistricting Plan,rr creates a single najority black
-or',gr.==ionai district, in which blacks constitute 67.53* of
the total population, and disperses the remaining black
population-ot the state among the six other districts. In none
tf'the=e other districts does the minority population exceed
3O* of the total population. Therefore, the Court-ordered.plan
in wesch v. Hunt iuiters from precisely the same deficiencies
;a rere cit,ed by the Justice Department in its objection to the
State of Alabaml's congressional redistricting plan in terms of
its fragrmentation of black population outside the majority
black congressional district and in its failure to create a

second blick majority or influence district. Given the fact
that the Court-ordered plan contains these deficiencies, does
the Justice Department intend to undertake post-judgement
intervention or otherwise seek to rnodify the judgement in Wesch
v. Hunt? Please advise us on the course of action you plan to
pursue.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please do
not hesitate to contact this office.

Sincerely,
qr^," |j Er*

U
JAII{ES H. EVANS
ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF AU\BAIfi\

JHE/l(PA/vec

Encl: Map of tt1.ggz Alabana Redistricting Planrl
Statisticat Summary of PIan
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DB: AlABAlv{A

Pl:rn rwe: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
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