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March 25, 1992

VIA FN( AI{D UNITED STATES MAIL

;rohn tanner
Unlted Statag Department of JurtlceCivil Righte Divltlon - Voting Sectj.on
P.O, Box 66128
ttarhlngton DC 20035

Rer Alabalua Congreeeional Reapportionment
eolo_{E.l[t UND_BE sEcrroN 5 _

Dcrr Mr. Tannert

Ae you knov, the Southern Regl,onal Office of the ACLU hae a long
history of cupportlng the righte of blaok citizens to rircially faii
apportlonoent planer 68 required by tha Voting Rightr J\ct, end haa
an ongoing Lntereet in end eupport of those effortr tht:oughout the
country. fn thgt cepaclty, I subalt the following coulnente ln
Bupport of the poritlon of attornry John England and t,h* group of
blaek eltlzens in thc State of Alabrftr, and join in esk:Lnq that the
Departnc'rt of Juatice rntsr an fuosredlrtc obJcctton to tha Btate'E
congrGrtional reapportLorrment plan.

A9 you are no doubt arrere, it k pocrlblc to craats two naJorlty
black Congreseional districts in the State of B.labana. At leaet
two altcrnativE confJ.gurationr have bcen drawn which do BOr Oae
p1an, drata by Selrryn Cartcr of the Southern Regional Couacil (gBC)
on the State'r eemputer systao in January of thlr ycar, had ona
dietrict at 55.01t black population (60.66t8\IAt) and a Eecond at
55.86IBPOP/S1.83t8V1P.1 lnothcr plan. known r; the "Bj"lliard Plen
zarot " drew tuo dietrlccr at 59,5ltgpoP/ 55.14tBvAp cnd
61.91tBPOP/57.68IBVAP. Thie second plan raE introduced at the tirot

1 Since thc State.e computer
map with "acro dcniation* waa never
underetanding thEt !.tr, Carter har
zero devl^etion, and thrt tbe Barnc
tonlght or tomorrov aotrning,

"froac" on that plan, a final
generatad. Eovrevrrr, it lr rny

now redrartn that plan, within
rLll be FBX'd to you either
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of !h" court procecdlnga in EAetion N6. 91-0797-gE ltggztltiJae the -plan now penhing 'Leforc you waE
utderEtand.l.ng that theee al.ternativeE are not
then the diBtrlcts edopted by the State in rhe

ccr John EnElend
llark Paclcman

Eunt, elit-l,*, Civil
to the Etate at tha
adoptrd. It ie Dy
nateria.rly stranEaa
plan now bcf grc )rou r

The St*te, howeveS, refueed to adopt a plan creating ..*s rnejority
blaek dletrlcte. Ehe eouuent letter-subnitted tb you 6v thl!
Alabana New South Coalttion reciter firet haild evidener'ot a r'acial
notivation on the part of thc Lt. Governor and thc ?t:eEldent Fro
8em of the Alabama State Senato. Under thc eireuar,tancea, the
Etate cannot clfry ite burdcn of proving that the plrtnr are-free
from tacially dtscrl-ninatory purpoic.

Eurtherr 3E the Departmrnt k wel.l-aware fron its recent
invorvEment ln the eliberna Judletal qaae, votlng ln t;he state ie
eeverely racielly polarlzed and thr black corounfty ia polltl"cally
eohEslve. Under-those ciren^oetance!, the failure-of ::Le Statt t-o
drew two ruajorlty bleck districta reiultr in a c}ear .riolation ofE.ctlon 2 of the Votlng Rightg Ast.

The tinin_g in. thie eaae ia particularly critical. Thc g5i6e-Jud{Je
court in EgshJ*--H-unt entered an Lntcri.n rerncdial p1a:r uhich'rtll
go into ef fect at -noon on March 27 , 1994, {[hat -pran, like the
State'B, hae only one uajority black dirtrict and thuu reEulta iu
Serioue dilutlon. unlear the Dapar'tnrnt.enterc an obje:tion bcf,onthat t1^ne7 nguiring the statc to cr;ate a eacond ia'iorlty black
Cgngf???iona1 dietrict, lt tlill br vl,rtualJ.y Lmpoaeibla to lrevrnrthe 1992 electLonr frou baing held under a iaciifly dircrfuoinatory
plan r

I{e thcrefore join _tha hlaek intenrenorE in atrongly u:;glng you to
J.nterpoae an immediate oujrotion to the penatng iuf,ntiriiori.'
Please fecl free to contact EB if f ean be of Eny arrgistance inthfu natter.

'frk

 SOS007080

Case 2:21-cv-01536-AMM   Document 76-24   Filed 12/23/21   Page 2 of 2


