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the hospital, thelr shopping, =t cetera. So there's this sort
of larger community involving these four, five counties that
flow inte and sut of Mobils and Baldwin counties. It ussd £
be just Mobila County. Baldwin County has grown o much.
Baldirin County 'is now a very big part of that, &s well.

a #hat role does the Fort of Mobile play, LE dnything, dn
binding that region together?

&  well, it's higs, Mobile started out in the 18th Century
as a port. It was a port for Prench traders, but It was still
a port, and it's been a port for 300-plus years, and the port
continues to grow. In fapr, it had amazing growth last year.
It'z not just the portaitself. The port is at the wvery center
of what is 2 major logistics hub. For example, we have ons of
Walmart's four mega distribution centers hers in Mobile County.
That*s all relsted to the port,

The fact that we have Alrbus in Mobile, we have it &n part
because they san ship directly via the ship channels directly
from a port in Hirdpe to & part right outside of their sssembly
fapility here in Mobils. 8o that port is the anchor for the
economy around here. And it literally directly and indirectly
oreates tens of thousands of jobe. 8o it's extremely important
to this area.

o Are there industries in the area along the rivera that
flow into the port?

A Oh, yeah. We have major Industriss, chemical industry
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Mr, Byrne? BAnd by that, I mean what is it, if anything, that
binds that region together to make it a community of lntarest?
& fell, we aré po the water. We are on the Gulf of Mexico.
e Have lots of bodies of water in the district. Mohlle Bay is
vecy prominent, snd Perdide Bay is pretty prominent. A fumbar
af rivers, sounids, et cetera. 8o water defines the district
very much, Tt's not Just any kind of water. Ti's salt wates,
brackish water, et cetera.

What that means is wa have a major deep water port. We
have a major ship bullding industry. We have major tourism
iIndustry that's related to the beaches and the water. And slse
A major seafood industry. And all of rthose are dnique in terms
of Alabama uniqoe to this part of the state.

Bnd so when you deal with the things that happen in this
part of the ktate, you are dealing with something that's unique
in the state of Alabama,
<] Do people throughout the regien through the sther counties
lrl the Elrat Distrlet commute in to Mobile Tor employment?

A ¥Yeah. There are major highways that come frem the
northern part of the district into both Mobile and Baldwln
counties. 5o people In what T call the collar counties, which
are Washington County, Escambia County, Monrse County,-and
presently that lower part of Clarke County, they'll use thosge
highways to go back and forth,

It's not just their jebs. It may be geing to the doctor,

Christina K. Decker, RMR, CRR
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playars, steel Industry players up and down the Moblle river
and as you get further nmorth of that into the Tombigbee Eiver.
Ho the river, the Tembigbes River, then ‘on the eastérn #ide,
the Alakama River, those are very important to the sconomy and
the culture of this area.

a And do any of those lndustries rely on the port for
distribution of the prodicts?

B ¥Well, for the distribution of their products, but alsa far
stuff that cemes in that they have to use to create their
product. Maybe differsnt types of elements that go into the
chemical process. In the case of steel, we actually have steel
slabs that come up from Brazil that are then offloaded off the
ships and put on barges that come up to a company called AM/NS
Calvert. It'a & multinaticnal company that emplova well ovsc
2,000 people in the production of cozl and steel.

o] Is thére anything unigue about the history of this regilen,
in terms of internaticnal influsnce?

A4  ¥esh. We were founded by the French in 1702, #We had

20 years in there where we were a British colony and then 30 or
A0 'years whers we were a Spanish colony.

Sa unlike the rest of the state of Alabama, we have this
extensiva Colonkal history, and it oontinues to form our
culture teday. We're far more likely to have Catholic
racidents here than in.any other part of the state. We have
Mardi Gras, which may scund like just sort of a frivolous fon
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thing; but Mardi Gras is big business here. There are a lot of
businesses that that iz what they do. BSoit¥s #ot unusual to
find Mardi Gras parades not just here in Mobile, but you go
north of here into Washington County, you go over into Baldwin
County, several of the oitles {n Baidwln Colnty, and even up
into Monroe County, they have Mardi Gras beczuse there is that
cultural connectlon between Lhe tuo.

1 was reading an intereating article the other day about
Truman Capote., He used to have relakives in Monroe County that
he would vlsit. Mr. Capote weote that he actually entered into
gontests as & child to write steries, and those stories were
parkt of a pomtest in the Mohile Press Reglster. He was in
Monros County, This is 100 years ago.

So you can see that there's this long-term connection
between what I oall the collar counties in the First
Congressional District and Mobile itsslf.

6] Are Baldwin County in Mobils County olosely connected?

a Oh, yeah. If you fcok at a msp of Mobile and Baldwin
countiss, it Yooks like an inverted U. 2And what's in the
inkerior of that O is Mobile Bay. &nd S0 if you go back
literally centuries, you wiil see 3 connection betwsen the two
countiss.

So my family L= originally from Baldwin County. The
Byrnes were from Baldwin County. But if you go back to the

late 18th Century, you will ses one of my ancestors was

Christina k. Decker, RMR, CRR
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chemical companies. It must be 20,

a Of ooursa.

2 We have the University of south Alabams, which is a major
employar in this area. We have Bustal Usa, which iz a
ship-building company. We have Airbus USA, which is major
alrplans assembly faclliry here, We have the Mitchell Cancer
Hesearch Canter. We have —- I mentianed the Walmart megs
digtribution center. We have a number of other logistic
distribution centers because of the port.

and then if you go into the southern part of Baldwin
County, you have major businesses are there to provide
condominium sccess to tourista that come down herms, hotels,
restaurants, 2t cetera. In Bon Secour, Alsbama aad Bayou La
Batre, Alsbama, these are two of the largest seafood
distribution places literally in the Onited States of America.

8o Nelson Bon Secolr Fishery in Bon Secour, huge
distributor for seafood. 1 can remenber eating ersb meat in
Washington D.C. and finding out during the meal that that crab
meat came from Hon Secalr, Alabama.

Sp you know, no other part of Alabsma has industries like
this. I am not saying it's better ar Worse than the other
parts of the stata. IE's just untque,

43 Would vou describe the First District as racially diverse?
A Gh, yes. WVery much =o. Ws have opbviously long-time white
and black communities, but we have Hispanle communities. Down

Christina K. Decker, RMR, CRR

Federal Official Court Reporter
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agtually baptized in the Roman Catholic Church hers in Mobile.
S4 there's this intersection between those twa counties that's
been going on for a very long time.
Q Would you say those countles are more clogely connected
A  Oh, yeah. For example, when -- I live in Baldwin County,
and I work in Mobile County.

1f you were in my Car with me today, you would have seen
thousands of cars crossing from Baldwin County lnto Mobile
County. &o you have lots of people who live in Baldwin County,
but work in Mobile County.

Not as many people, but there are people who 1ive in
Mobile County and work in Baldwin County.

So there's really strong interconnection between the two
counties.
L] What are -=- you mentioned & few of thess. Iet's get on
the record and zay what are some of the major industries and
employers in the Mobile region?
A For Instance, tHe Bart of Mphkile. That's a big one, ¥ou
have AM/NS Calvert, which Is the stéel company. [here's
Outokumpu, which is & stainless steel company: there's SS5AB,
ancther coel and steel companyy and Earth Pipe, which is 2
steel pipe company, so those are steal spmpanies.

Numercus chemical companies. I think about it. Huntsman,
there's -- oh, shoot. Thers's Shell, I can't remember all the
Christina R. Decker, RMR, CRR
Federal officlsl Court Reporter
101 Holmes Avenue, ME

Huntsvilla, Alabama. 35801
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in Bayou La Batre, we have a number of southeast Asian
comnunities, people that left those arsas in the aftermath of
the Vietnam War and settled Bayou La Bakre, Alabama and fermed
thesa huge fighing communities. We have other Adian
communities Hera. This ls always been because of the port T
guess 3 very diverse area, going back to the earliest times
here.

So it's not unusnal te find somebody like me who Has
French ancestors, you know, Scottish ancestors, Irish
ancestors, German ancestors. IE's not unusual to find people
here that pan draw their lines back to various parts of Africa.
There are people here that can draw their lines back to the
wvarloos nations in southeast Asia. This iz a very diverse areas
and always has been.

Q Are there military interests in the First Diatriot?

kS ¥esul gir.

@ What 'da you have?

E We have a shipyard here called Austal USa that makes tus
different ships presently for the United States Navy, combat
stip and the expeditionary fast transport vessel. Those are
the only vessels that that shipyard makes. It amploys
presently shout 3,500 people. At one point, it had as many as
4,500 people. Ship bullding has besn a major part of Mobile
going back to Colonial times.

We have all -- you have people here who are like fifth,

Christina K. Decker, RMR, CRR
Federal Offlclal Court Reporter
10l Holmes Avenus, HE
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sixth generation ship builders. Making ships is not like any
other manufacturing process because they're sd darn big. It's
just a lot more to it than making a car, or even making the
alrplanss that Alrbis makes hera,

S0 we -- that ship building for the Navy here is a big
deal,

[+ 1In the years when you were representing this area in
Cangress, Mr. Byrne, were thers any particular issues that you
would focus an?

A Bure. When you are s Congressman, you're the primsry
representative for the people in your district in Washington,
2388 008

Bo there were a myriad of things that were particular to
thig district that I had ro focus on. The shipyard, for
example, very critical that we make sute thoss ships are
authorized and appropriated year after year after year.
There's nothing automatie about that. There's s fight over
that every year.

But 1t may =ound mundans, We had a huge issue hers In
invelving the Gulf Hed Snappar, which is the number one fish
people like to catch oot in the Gulf of Mexico. We have a huge
industry in OGrange Beach built up arcund chacter boats, people
that own thelr gwn boate. Think about it. It is not just the
fact of the bost, it's you have to buy fuel for the boat: you
have to buy dice for the boat, you have to buy bait for the

Christina X. Decker, RMR, CRR
Fedsral Dfficial Court Repatter
101 Holmes Avenue, NE

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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work on those. 3And really had Lo becoms an expert on thossa
issues along with my staff.

o Obviously, 2 longsr spapper sesson would benefit the
people who enjay going out in the Gulf and fishing. Does it
have any benefit to other residents of the First District
having a heaithy Flshing Lnduskry?

A Okay. That*s an industry around it. There are charter
bogt fleets, pecple that work on charter boats, Thers are
people that run marinas. There are pegple that =ell fuel.
There are people that aell ice. fThere are pecple that sell
bait. There are people thar, you know, provide condos and
hotel rooms that people-stay in when they go Eishing.

I mesn, I remambec when T was fizstielected and T had:s
mesting with the people in Orange Beach that were in that
Industry, and the room wes just crammed full of peppls, T
never really thought of it that elsarly befors just how many
people were touched by the fadt that we do or do not have a
good’ snapper sesson. And it'was 3 major motivation to make
sure that we got that problem solvad because 1t touched so many
different lives and touched sp many different jobs.

@  wWould issties that you worked on such as is the snapper
season of a healthy port or a healthy ship building industry,
would they help both the black and the white residents pf the
Eirat Distriect?

A Oh, yeah. I mean, people down hers, we have people of all

Christine K, Decker, RMR, CRR

Fedaral Official Court Beporter
101 Rolmes Avenus, WE
Huntsyille, Alabama 35801
256-5 BS/christinaDecker. rme.orefdtacl , com

peies:z &

B

9

nAz45+47 10
11

1z

13

14
CORTHER ]
18

v

18

13
oRtanial 20
21

22

23

24

00:45138 25

[IEELISC]

B

5

06246137 10
11

12

13

14
06:48+55 13
16

17

i8

15
a6:at13 20
21

22

23

24

oeransze 25

Fited-08/08/28 ~Pages6 ofi28:2 ruez220120

1666

boat; you have te buy beer te go out and have fun in the summer
timg. It's e huge industry, B&nd we Have a real problem with
those seasons being artificially shortened, and we had to go
work on trying to get these séasons back ta a reascnabls level.
For friends of mine that wanted to go fishing on Saturday, it
was for that industry. It was important.

We have a program in the federal government called GOMESA.
It is an actonym. But basically, it provides a certain
poarcentage of what the federal government gets ln off shore gas
leases and oil leases that go to the stdtes that border the
GULE of Mexica. That's to help them deal with what could'be
the very negative effect from that like with the BP oil spill
that we bad back in B010. So I was constantly working on that
and similar programs.

So T actually formed & caucys in Congress called the 1-10
Caucus because thoss of us thet represented districts in the
Gulf Coast had sort of unigue problems that we would actually
wark on together becanse those same intarests weren't shared
with our colleagues and our state delegations up in the upper
parts of our states. So we would work together on things 1ike
that,

And then there would be just the stuff that, you know,
every industry fages when you deal with federal government
requlations. Ship building has all sorta of interesting issoes
with the Cpast Guard, et cetera. So, yesh, I'mesn, I had to

Christina X. Decker, RMR, CRR
federal Official Caurt Reporter
101 Holmés Avenus, NE

Huntaville, Alabama 35801
256-506-0085/Chelat inalecker., oot . erofacl . cam

Case 2:21-cv-01530-AMM  Document 105-6 Filed 01/18/22 Page 24 of 283
166E

races that ars working in 2ll of thess dipdustries. &nd it's a
major source to get good high'paying jobs. BSo 1t's a4 benefit
to everybody that we do that.

O th-huh, HAre you Familiar With the Wiregrass region in the
Second District?

& I am. T told you sarlisr £hat I 'wss a chancellor of
post-gecondary education for the state of Alabama. &And we had
three or foor colleges in the Wiregrass reglon. We had a
number of vacanctes in those colleges, 20 I had to go through
presidential searches. When you do a presidential search for a
community college, you have to involve the community. ¥Youw have
terget Invelved with the community. You have to understand
that community.

Bo, for example, Lurleen B. Wallace Community College in
Andalusia, Alabams, that's Covington County, I spent a lot of
time in Andalusis because we had to build a vacancy thers. 5o,
yes, I have spent a lot of time in the Wiregrass of Alabama
because of that position.

@  Tell me how the interest of the Wiregrass would compare to
the interest of the counties that are in the First
GOongressional Discrict.
A Wall, what I described to you before iz ln the First
Congressional District southwest Alabama, scmething's boilt
around the water, okay? The Wiregrass is built arpcund a couple
of things. Fort Rucker, which an Army helicopter training baas

Christina K. Decker, RMR, CRR

Federal Official Coprt Reporter

101 Holmes Gvenue, NE

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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there-in Ozark is a big part of the Wiregrass. Troy State
University is = huge part of the Wiregrass.

People In the Wiregrass sort of revolve arcund Dothan down
at the southern =nd and Montgomsry at the northern smd.  And
thay ‘have agricultiral intsrcsts that are'different from the
agricultural interests that will be out here in southwest
Alabama. They don't have 2 nursery industry like we have here.
We have major wholesale nursery businesses hare. They don't
have major watermelon crops. They don't have major pecan
ocrpps. They'rs more built in to peanuts and cotton and cattle.

So they face, for example, during -— during in Andalusia,
Alabama, you face more towards Troy or Omark or Dothan. You
don't fape down here in southwsst Alabama. In addirien, itfs
kind of heard te get from Mobile to the Wiregrass. We don't
have really good highway connections over there. So {t's not
easy for pecpie from there to come here or for people from here
to go there.

8o they sort of face to'the scutheastern part of the
state, We face to the southwestern part of the stats.

@  If you were representing the Second District, would you
foous on the same iseues that you are focused on when
representing the First?
a WNo, sir. For example, I was on the Armed Ssrvices
Committee, and with the Mavy shipyard, I am golng to be focused
on Navy stuff.

Christina K. Decker, RMR, CRE

Foderal Official Court Reporter
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ia. Do you sea any issues wlth representing these districes?
A  Yes. If you look at Plan K @nd Blan B, you ses it takes
in part of Mobile County, all of Baldwin County, and then goes
&35t into the Wirsgrass leglon. So you wWould essential have ta
becoms an expsrt on two different regions altogether, two
diffarent communlties of fnterast. I know that's important for
those procesdings.

Then if you look st that district just above it, that
diptrict is essentially part of the Blagk Belr and part of
southwest Alsbama. So the person representing that distrigt
would essentially have ta have two very dramatically different
g=ts of expertise. I think it would be wery difficult to be
the: eong
you would have this wast geographic area you would have ta

o for either of those districts not just the fact

covar; but you would be covering two very different communities
of interast.

Q Uh-huh. Why wolld it make it more difficlit to represent
a district if it encompassed different communities of intersst?
& Well, for example, if you repregented that hlue distrief
at the wery bottom, you would have to be an sxpert on things
Invdlving ‘Navy shipyards and Bemy helicopter bases. Yoo would
have to be an expert when it comas to ageiculbfural isgues 1ike
everything from wholesale nurseries, watermelons, pecans, to
peanuts, cattls produstion, and cotton production. You would
have to be focused on two major universities that have vary

Christins X. Decker, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Coort Eeporcer
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Tf T represented the Second Congressional Districk, T
would be fooused on the Army and particularly Army helicopters.
That's what they do at Forf Bucker.

Tn this district, I Wwas focused for higher education
reasons on the University of South Alabama. If I represented
the Second Dlsteiet, T would be focused on Troy. Now, Troy has
& different mission from the University of South Alabama. They
have an international presence. S0 working with Troy would be
very differant from working for the Unlversity of South
Alabama. Troy doesn't have a medical school, but it has a
whele lobt of other stuff that's pretty daen important. So
there would -- and the agricultural interests 1 just described
are yery different.

So I would think being the congressman from the Second
District reguires & different level of expertise and level of
expartise that I feel 1iks I had to have to represent this
district,

Q I want to share another screen now, Mr. Byrne. And this
iz Miliigan Exhibit 3, page 7 of that exhibit.

These are some proposed congressional maps that one of the
plaintiffs' experts presentad, I will represent to you,

Mr. Byrne.

Heview just say these -- here's Plan A and B, and then T
will seroll down to Blan C and Plan D, as well,

Focus on any of those, and tell ug what's your resction

Christina K, Deckez, RMR, CRR
Fadersl Official Court Reparter
101 Bolmes Avenus, NE
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Case 2:21-cy-01530-AMM  Document 105-6  Filed 01/18/22 Page 28 of 283
1672

different missions. You would have ta be focused on Dothan.
¥ou would have to be focused on Andalusla, You would have to
be focused on Brawton, Mobile, and then s1l of Baldwin County,
which ds the fastest growing county In the ‘stateé.

8o T am not saying you couldn't do it. It would ke
extremely difficilt to do ik, and you would Elind yourgelE
somewhat diffused in your ability to Be an effective advocate
for that region.

Q wWhat do you mean by diffused?

A Well, there's only so many houra in the day for &
congressman and the st=f£f that that congreseman has. And there
are hundreds if not thousands of issues in Washington. &And yoo
have got to figure out what your focus is going to'be én. And
foous is wvary important for a member of Congress because
there®s just not enough bandwidth, and there's only 435
congressmen, and you are one of them.

5o you really have to figire out where am I 'going ta put
my time? Where am I going to put the tesources of my shatt?
wWhat fights am I golng te flght. I you'are Fighting a whele
bunch of different fights becauss you have te, because you have
got that many interests in your district, you are not going to
be effective on each ane of thase. The more you can soct of
focus your energies, the meore effective you will be.

I will give you:-an example. Ewerybody in the House of
Representatives and the staff and the leadership, et cstera
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knew that T was interested in & bridge across Mobile Bay,
fining the snapper preblem, and galning the ships authorizing
and appropriated for the shipyard hers. Titerally, T had the
Speaker come Up fo me on the flobr and say, we get it, Ti's
that bridge, it*s those ships, and it's those fish. Now, when
they know that, they knew thay have got to make me happy on
that to get my votes, If they den't make.ms happy on thar,
they are not going to get my votes.

Now, if T say I have 20 different things I want you to
make me happy on, they will say, look, I am not going to make
you happy on 20 things. ¥ou tell me what your priocities are.
We will help you get thosse things done, and then you will be a
part of the team. That's how it works. &nybody that tries to
e like out there fighting on every fight tends hot to win any
fight.

Q Let's say you répresented —— I guess I shounld show you the
mapa again, If you represented’'a blue district, do vou sea any
difficulty in just gebting arcund and visiting your
constituents?

A Yeah. It's a long way from Mohile to Dothan. Actually,
the way you get Trom Mobile to Rothan is that you get on
Interstate 10, you drive east through the Florids panhandle,
and then you get just north of Panama City you turn north. So
it's egbout a three to three-and-a=half hour drive from Mobils
to Daothan.,
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you have got to spread that over Mobile and Dothan. And

Baldwin County is the fastest growing county in the'stats. ¥ou

have to have a presence in Baldwin County for a lot of
different reasons.

‘Hén I gusss you try to find Some way to put something in
Ardalusia. ‘That's kind 6f more centrally Iocated
geographically. But as I said, and I can say it's really hard
to get from here to Andalusia. Andalusia is a pretty hefty
drive Trom here. Not as far as Uothan, but it's still a hefty
drive because there's no good highway to get there.

o Look at this yellow district or tan, the one above the
blue district.

Lat's say -thers was & primary election in that districe,
and sometne wss Tunning to be the Democratic candidate, and
that someone was from Mohile. There was another person running
in the primary from Montgomery. Do you have any thonghts on
who might have & stronger bsse of support geographicslly?

B I would think that Lf you were Erom Montgomsry, you would
have a stronger ghance than if you're repreasenting that part
that's in Mobile,

The Black Belt —— what these counties primarily Yook 1ike
to me, the Black Belt is kind of its own thing. It's got very
rural, very agricultural. And they lock more to Montgomery
than they look to Mobile for sure. So I would think somebody
from Montgomery would have a berter shot at that distriet than
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#And north'of there to Henry County, that's a ecounty just
north of Houston County, it's even further than that. And s0
in order té represent the pesple in Abbeville who deserve good
representation, sven if you just wvisited there for an hour, yoo
would spend thres-and-a-half, maybe four hours just to get
there and that much going back, so it's 4 lsAg hadl.

‘And the interests as I said of that southeastern part af
the state are very different than the interests in the
southwestern part of the state.

Sp when you finish with having your meatings in an azes
Iike that, go back to Washington, you have te decide, all
right, what T am going to Eocus on? What ars the priorities
for this sert of sprawling disvrict with all these different
interasta?

And somshody s going te lose out. That's just the way it
is. There's enly so much bandwidth for a congressman, and that
person has to decide what am T going to foobs on? Am 1 going
to help the shipward in #obile, or am I going to help Fort

Ruckex?

Q where do you think a ¢ i or congresswoman who
represented the blue district would want to have Ilogal offices?
A Well, you clearly want to have your main office Mobile,
but you want to have as pretty significant office 28 you ©an
afford in Dochan. ¥ou are only allotted so much money as a
congressman for your office, ataff, and your office rent, 5o
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somebody from Mobile.

o Do you think it possible, Mr. Byrne, if you had & map in
Plan A or Plan B that you could have, say, a congressman for
the blue district from Dothan or Andalusia and & congresaman
for the yeilow district from Montgomery so that yot had no one
in Congress from the Mobile region?

& That could happen, yeah. It's kind of hard to know
exactly what parts of Moblle Cotnty are being taken with those
two plans, But if you dilute the vote in Mobile County, that
obviously 1= golng to make Lhe wvote of the rest pf tharn
district -- those two districts more impertant. So, yeah, you
oould have & congressman from Dothan under both of those plans
and a4 congressman from Montgomery and Aot & congressman Erom
tMobils, which would be a tragedy for the people down hers.

Q Why would It be a tragedy for the people down thera?

a I'm not saying somebody from Dothan or Montgomery woulda’t
care abnnt this area. But ags I said before, you wouldn't have
somebody that's fooused, fooused on the perr, focised an the
shipyard, Ffocused on our fishery in the Gulf of Mexico, focuszed
on the nursery lszues we have hars. They just -- they're just
not enough bandwidth to be as focused as I was able to he
fooused. T popld walk in @ room and talk about any of those
lasues and master it. TIf I had to represent those other areas,
a5 well, or somebody from the other areas had to represent

Mobile, T just don't think that you coold master it.
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[+] Do Mobile and Montgomary ever compete @ach other, in terms 1
Gf tryiog to recruit businesses, for example? 2
A Mot that I know of. Thelr econofie davelopment plan, 3
their industrisl plan is very different from ours. Mantgomery, 1
for all the right reasans, has reaily focused onthko things —— fa:03i10 5
automotive, obviously with the Myundal plant thare and all the 3
supplisrs of the Hyundai plant, but also becalse of their Air 7
Foroce presence, they really focus on how they can magnify i
Maxwell Air Force Base and things that are & part of that. ]

I think they have mads a very smart decision to do that, ugioay 10
by the way, but that's a different economie plan than what we 11
have done here. So w='re as much trying to help them because 12
of the port. 6o as anything else, I don't really think we 13
belisve ourselves that we're competing with them. 14
Q Would you have any concerns with the congressional map 08t03:47 15
that divided the Mobile region along racial lines? 16
a Ves. 17
(v} yhat would thoze he? 18
&  well, when you are a Congressman, you should be 18
répresenting everybody and thinking sbout how T do ¥ is that bbi0ec0s 20
going to affsct everybody in my district? You shouldn't be 21
thinking about, I am going to do this because it helps blagk 22
peopls, or I'm going to do this because it helps white peocple. 23
1 am going to do this because it helps everybody. ZAnd £f you 24
help everybody, evervbody rises. That's what you want, osinaies 25
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A I did. There was some people in Monroe County, I 1
remember, and maybe Clarke County who thought T was their state 2
school board member, ‘and they would call me, and [ would always 3
call the member for that district when they did and ask him or 4
her because it changed if they wanted me to hélp those pecple, FEATS N
and they would say, please. And 1 would go up there and talk {3
with them and explain te them T wae fiot their schopl board. )
@  WNow, I want to share a neWwer map. This is from Caster g
Exhibit 1, which for the recoecd, Was Mc. Cooper's report, This L
is page 19 pf that report. And I will represent to you,. 02506137 10
Mr. Byrne, this is the new state school board map that was 11
passad by the Legislaturs this oyele just a souple of months 12
ago. 13

What thoughts Lf any do you have about this map, ia 14
particular, the way the blue district includes part of Mobile perlE-aE 15
and Baldwin County is constructed? 18
n Well, I testifled before the Legislature Redistricting 17
Committes that I felt like Mobile and Baidwin County should he 18
kept whole and contlighous. So to the axtent that this map 18
includes a district that comes from Mentgemery all the way inte 1p:o7713 20
Mobile County, T didn't much like it. 21
Q why did you not like it? 22
A Because Mobile County schopl system s the largest school 23
system in the stafte. And it has unigue issues because it's the 24
largest in the state: And T felt like we nesded a school board a7 25
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Mobile is a lirtrle bit different from the rest of the
state. We do not heve the same histery during the Civil Rights
movenent that Selms, Montdomery, Birmingham did. We had a
mayor here named Joe Lang who worked with a Civil Rights leader
down here named John LeFlors. And 50 we didn't have some of
the viclence, the extent of the wiplence that you saw in the

obther parts of the state. We tried to work through our lssues
because we thought £t was more important for Us to werk through
those issues and work together to try te figure out a way te
live together harmonipusly. Wers we perfect about 1t? Mo, we
did not. But we didn't have the problsms you saw in the rest
af the state becsuse we at least made Che effort to work
together.
Q When you sald that you worked =- that you served on the
state school board, correct?
A Yeah.
Q I want to share & map now which is Defendants' Exhibit 26.
This is the 2001 map, Mr, Byrne. T know -- T think you

were in the State Senate then, weren't you?
&  Tn 2001, T was still on the state school board,
Q Okay. So which district did/you represent in the state
schogl board?
A Pistrict number 1.
[+ Thank you. Did you sver get calls from peocple in, say
Pistrict 5 when you were on the ‘schogl board?
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member who was focused on Mobile County as well as the ather
eounties. I had Baldwin and Escambia as w=ll. But theres were
5o many issues with the Mobile County schonl system, a lot of
my time wes spent fochsed on that. #nd if you break it op into
two differant pecple, you dan't really have that level of
foous.

I'm not saying that the people that represent those two
districts aren't working as hard as they san. I'm sure they
are. But it's very difficult to be foocused on the Mobile
County school system L€ you hava got almost all the Black Bslt,
which that district up in the northern part is and a big ochunk
of the Wiregrass; which the lower part of the -— the lower
district Is.

Q Bomeones who has served both in Congress and on the state
school bozrd, how do the roles of those two offices compara to
each cther, Mr. Byrne?

A They're very different. You'r= on the state school board,
you are fociused on educational dssues. That's it.

Now, there are some work force development issues that go
with that, et cetera. Bubt thit's pretty much it. ¥You are just
fouused on educational issues. When you ara ln the United
States Congress, you are focused on a large number of issoes.

I mean, lt's almost everything comes within the purview of the
United States Congress from foreign puliﬁy, defense poliey,
health care, to internal security, and sducation, @z well, 1
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1| was on the Educatinn and Lahor Committes in the House of
2 | Representatives: And one of the problems I had 85 a
3 | congressman s that people expectad you to be knowladgeable on
4 | so ' many different things.
teniiE 5 Wow, &t least youw hawve got a staff in Congress. When I
& | Waz ©n the state aschonl board, T had no staff, I had to rely
7 | upon ' tHa staff of the State Department of Education, and they
8 | hadiekher things to do.
) S0 It waa difficilt to me to be on the state school Hoard.
na:zpi:03 10 | But at least T could just focus on one set of issues and try to

11 | master them.

12 And sc it was very different being in both of those roles.

13 | But T enjoyed both of those roles:

1400 Congidering the different roles between the school board
su:on3715 | Bnd the ocongressman, sven if you sssumed it made sense to split

16 | Mohile County in & aschool board map, does that mean it would

17 | make ‘sense to do S0 ina congressional map?

18| A Wo. It would not make sense. At lsast on the school

19 | board, vou are focused on one set of isanes. Sp if T'm from
as:v0:30 20 | Montgomery and T have got half of Mobile County from Mobiie and

21 | T'have pafk of Bhe Wickgrass, at ledst, T Have got a

22 | gengraphlcally diverse area. At Ieast, T'm really only focused

23 | on aiyery set, defined set of issues.

24 Wow, they are very important fssues. Don't get me wrong.
openisi 25 || But at leaszt I could focus on those issuyes and try to make sure
Christine K. Decker, BMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Beporter

101 Holmas Avenue, NE

Honteville, Alabama 35801
256-506-0085/Christinabecker. ooz . .orrlaal, com




Case 2:21-cv-01530-AMM Document 227-4 Filed 08/08/23 Page 11 of 28



Case 2:21-cv-01530-AMM Document 227-4 Filed 08/08/23 Page 12 of 28



Case 2:21-cv-01530-AMM Document 227-4 Filed 08/08/23 Page 13 of 28



Case 2:21-cv-01530-AMM Document 227-4 Filed 08/08/23 Page 14 of 28



G ddean 5

B

9

04:36r58 10
11

1z

13

14

05:37114 15
16

17

18

i9
oscatem 20
21

22

23

24

oa:3Tsaf d9

tInin 5

B

5

09:33:28 10
11

12

13

14
05:30:45 13
16

17

18

149

a9 3856 20
21

z2

23

24

vsyamms 25

case 2210-015C agE0 2121 40v-015386- AMNK 2Document 227-4  Filed 08/08/28" Page 16 -of 2872 rus ooz

Republican Carl your successor 5lso work ta protect ship
building in Congress?

A ¥es, ma'am. He ig dolng a good job.

[+3 Wouldn't you expect anyene who represented Mebile to work
to protect the ship building lndistry in Congress?

A oh, I think that's true. The guéstion is, once again,
it's bandwidth., How much time can you devets to that issue if
you have got other competing {setes? 5o T can't =ay this abodt
Congressman (arl because T am not there with him all the time.
But for me, avery day that I woke up in Congress, I was
concerned about that shipyard. And that's what it roek because
thers were all sorts of people trying to take the monsy away
from those programe that they were building ships for, for
other programs. And it was a fight every day just like the red
anapper fight was & fight every day.

Now, if T have got to worry about several other Issues in
addition to thoss, I am not going to be as sifective in that
fight as 1 would he {f I'm focused an those.

I+ Okay. But if the port in Mobile were in a different
disteict than €D 1, it would still be true that someone would
work te represent, you know, the ship —— protect the ship
building industry in Congress?

A T would think &g, but I would think it would be a guestion
of how much time, how much effort, and how much priority they
put on it. And if they have got other things they are
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And those pecple may come from-Clarke County?
Yes.

Conecuh County?

Not too many péople from Conecuh County.
Okay. What about Wilcox County?

Not very many people from Wilcox County.

o MB w8 B o

And migration from other areas would lnclude pecple moving
from the area commonly known as the Black Belt, right?

a Thers are people that move here from the Black Belt, yes.
o Okay. You don't know the level of migratian into the
Mobile area in the past decade, do you?

A You mean where rhey came from?

Q The level of migration.

A The level: ©Oh, I souldn't guantify it for you; but we
have had migration.

Or the past 50 years?

We have had migration the last 50 &f years, yes.

But you don't know the level?

No, I ean't fuantify for you.

5 W o m e

And you don't have a breakdown of where those migrarits
have coms from?

A No, ma'am,

Q Are you aware of the racial disparities in the poverty
level in Mobile?

A You mean the percentage of people who are in poverty who
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competing with, ir wouldn't be as muph. That's just the nature
ef things.

Q Okay. And other than the port; you mentioned & few other
industries such as Airbus and fishing, and'said that those are
some of the largest industries in the Mobile ares, right?

A ¥eah, I also mentioned tourism and seafood, &t cetera.

o Okay. The largest Industry in Mobile County i# health
care; is that right?

A I guess if you put all the hospltals together, it might ——
that might be true, yeah.

o] 2And the second largest industry is retzdl sales; is that
right?

Y In terms of numbers of employses: that may be true, T
don't know about payrolls.

Q Qksy. And the recent sconomic growth in Mobile County has
attraoted more pesple to move Lo the Mohils area; is that
right?

A That's correct.

o] And people go to Mohile County from sther countiss te
work?

A ok, yes. A 15t of people de.

And to live?

A Yea,
Q And tg shop?
A oh, yes.
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Q Mr. Byrne, did you turn down any meeting requests from the
Alabama NAACE?
A Ko,
o Would you have been happy to meet with them had they asked

for & meeting?

A Absolutely, T meet with just about sverybody.

(o] We talked about the third districts -- and the Third
District and the Fourth Congressicral Distrlet when you were

speaking with Mr. Dsher. ©Ud/¥ou consider the areas en
in Alabama's Third Conoressional Districk to be part of a
eomminity of intersst?

a T de. FThat's east alabama, and it got a commen set of
industries and things that they're lnterested in, and they
largely lock to Auburp as their university.

[¢] What abont the Fourth Congressional Bistrict, do you
consider-thoge areas to be part of a community of interest?

A They are. We have similar industry in'sll those areas &ll
tied to the autcmobile industry, for example, And they have
very similar ~- when you go from one of those towna to the
next, walking from the east sida of the state to the west, the
towns are very similar to one another,

=] Do you consider the more urban parts of Mobile County te
ba part bf the same community of interest with Montgomery,
Macon, and Barbour countiss?

A I have been up and down those other places. They jusc
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1| don't have a connection to Mobile or so.
v - And what about the more roral parts of Moblle County? 3Ara
3 | they part of a community of interest with the Wiregrass in
4 | Dothan?
1:saim 5| & Mo, they are not,
1 e When you are considering --
ila Let me 'give an example thers. ©One &f the mips I saw of
8 || Covington County in the First Congressional District, there's
5| really no eonnection between Covington County and the main
imsean 10 | interest that you can see in the Firat Congressional Olstrice,
11| 8o T don't see that it makes any sense to put a Wiregrass
12 | county like Covingten in with a district that's primarily
13 | centered with Mobile and Baldwin County. It's hard to get to
14 | Andalusia from Moblle, very hard. And so as the result, very

1eis:38 15 | few people go back and forth between Andalusia and Mebile.

16| @ Which districts would allow A Congress GEEongr

17 | te mora effectively represent the coftstituents of Pistrict 1,

18 | whether they're black, whether they're white, Republican,

12 | pemeecrat, rich or posr? Would that be the districts a5 passed
12415320 | inAlabama's plan, or the districts that plalnciffs are

21 | proposing that we viewsd a3 little while ago?

22| &  The Legislature plan by far. &And as T said before, I

23 || testified before that committee, and I listened to other people

24 || ealk while T was there. And the Legislature effectively did
10r55:17 25 || what we wers asked to do, which was to keep our part of the
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