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1 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: We're going to 1 approve the meetings from the last meeting, which are
2 get started here. If | could ask the clerk to call 2 inyour packets.
3 therole, please. 3 SENATOR ORR: Mr. President?
4 THE CLERK: Senator Barfoot? 4 Mr. Chairman?
5 SENATOR BARFOOT: Here. 5 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: Senator Orr.
6 THE CLERK: Senator Bell? 6 SENATOR ORR: | move we approve the
7 SENATOR BELL: Here. 7 minutes from the previous meeting.
8 THE CLERK: Senator Chesteen? 8 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: There'sa
9 SENATOR CHESTEEN: Here. 9 motion from Senator Orr. |sthere a second.
10 THE CLERK: Senator Figures? 10 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Second. Second.
11 (No response.) 11 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: Mr. Smitherman
12 THE CLERK? Senator Livingston? 12 seconded.
13 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: Here. 13 All in favor of approving the minutes
14 THE CLERK: Senator Orr? 14 say Aye.
15 (No response.) 15 (A collective Aye was heard throughout
16 THE CLERK: Senator Roberts? 16 the room.)
17 (No response.) 17 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: Likesigned
18 THE CLERK: Senator Scofield? 18 Aye and minutes are approved.
19 (No response.) 19 Mr. Pringle?
20 THE CLERK: Senator Singleton? 20 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: May the question
21 SENATOR SINGLETON: Here. 21 now before the Bodies' adoption of the guidelines, do
22 THE CLERK: Senator Smitherman? 22 we have amotion? Do we have a motion for moving
23 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Here. 23 adoption.
24 THE CLERK: Senator Williams? 24 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: Mr. Chair?
25 SENATOR WILLIAMS: Here. 25 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Ms. Hall, do you
Page 3 Page 5
1 THE CLERK: Representative Almond? 1 second it.
2 REPRESENTATIVE ALMOND: Here. 2 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: Yes. And |
3 THE CLERK: Representative Boyd? 3 would like to speak when you finish.
4 (No response.) 4 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: | second,
5 THE CLERK: Representative Carns. 5 Mr. Chairman.
6 REPRESENTATIVE CARNS: Here. 6 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: We have amotion
7 THE CLERK: Representative Clouse? 7 and we have a second --
8 (No response.) 8 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Rolecall voting
9 THE CLERK: Representative Ellis? 9 at the present time, Mr. Chairman, whenever --
10 REPRESENTATIVE ELLIS: Here. 10 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: If the clerk will
11 THE CLERK: Representative England? 11 call theroall.
12 (No response.) 12 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: Mr. Chair,
13 THE CLERK: Representative Hall? 13 that'swhy | was asking. We have a proposed
14 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: Here. 14 amendment to the guideline plan, so when you plan to
15 THE CLERK: Representative Jones? 15 consider those --
16 REPRESENTATIVE JONES: Here. 16 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: If Mr. England's
17 THE CLERK: Representative Lovvorn? 17 here, do you have an amendment.
18 REPRESENTATIVE LOVVORN: Here. 18 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: Yeah, | havethe
19 THE CLERK: Representative Reynolds? 19 amendment. It should bein everybody's folder.
20 (No response.) 20 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Would you liketo
21 THE CLERK: | have 17 present. You 21 present the amendment, Ms. Hall.
22 have the quorum -- oh, 18 present. 22 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: I'll be happy
23 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: 18 present. | 23 too.
24 With 18 being present and the quorum being called, 24 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Thank you.
25 next order of business would be the review and 25 REPRESENTATIVE HALL: The amendment
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1 that you haveis-- is -- for each one of the members 1 Constitution necessarily means complying with court
2 that isinthefolders. And these -- just for 2 decisionsthat interpret those provisions.
3 clarification for those that did not have a copy of 3 The committee cannot feasibly amend
4 that. 4 the guidelines every time a court interprets these
5 "Because the U.S. District Court in 5 provisions, and it would be unwise to start picking
6 Milligan v. Allen has ordered the State to enact a 6 and choosing among court decisions to include some of
7 new congressional map that remediesthe violationsof | 7 them and guidelines and |leave others out.
8 Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, the 8 The proposed amendment is also subject
9 Reapportionment Committee shall prioritize all plans 9 to different interpretations. The first paragraph
10 that follow the U.S. District Court's guidance. 10 mentions congressional districts in which members of

11 Accordingly, all proposals shall include at least two 11 the plaintiffs classidentified and, Milligan have an
12 of seven congressiona districtsin which membersof | 12 equal opportunity to elect candidates of their

13 the plaintiff classidentified in Milligan have an 13 choice. But even among plaintiff suing the State,

14 equal opportunity to elect candidates of choice. In 14 the meaning of an equal opportunity to elect

15 assessing compliance with the Court order, this 15 candidates of choiceisin dispute.

16 committee shall consider the court's fact findings on 16 And Milligan plans apparently argued

17 communities of interest, racially polarized voting, 17 this means districts with over 50% black voting age
18 and other factors that inform its conclusion that the 18 population, but the single complainers have advocated
19 congressiona current map with asingle 19 remedial districts would be the APs and low to mid
20 majority-black district illegally dilutes black 20 40s, which incidentally, the Milligan planis

21 voting strength. 21 repeatedly endorsed until just recently.

22 The committee shall aso obtain an 22 We should not include the guidelines

23 written report by an independent expert (agenerally 23 languagethat is at best unclear and at worst
24 recognized authority on the Voting Rights Act) that 24 incorporates an unproven argument of one set of

25 analyzes any plan submitted to a committee vote. 25 plaintiffs. The proposed amendment would require the
Page 7 Page 9
1 Such report should specifically deliver an opinion 1 committee to consider the courts fact finding of
2 and supporting analysis as to whether and how the 2 communities of interest. Whatever thetrial court
3 proposed plan satisfiesthe U.S. District Court's 3 found about the Gulf Coast, being a community of
4 directivesin Milligan. All reports should become 4 interest, was a preliminary finding based on limited
5 part of the record for legidlative consideration and 5 record compiled in an expedited hearing. It'snot a
6 shared with the public." 6 final judicial determination and does not preempt the
7 Thisis the amendment | move that we 7 committee's ability and responsibility under the
8 adopt at thistime. 8 guidelinesto identify and respect communities of
9 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Ladiesand 9 interest, including the Gulf Coast and the black belt
10 gentlemen of the committee, the proposed amendment | 10 when it trolls to those remedial districts.
11 would embedded -- embedded in the guidelines 11 One purpose of the hearing, the
12 arguments by counsel for the Milligan and Caster 12 committee is considering is to receive public comment

13 plans about the US Supreme Court's recent decisionin | 13 and communities of interest, and we should be open to
14 Allen versus Milligan. And for that reason alone, it 14 that evidence and not instead default to the

15 should be rejected. Guidelines are no place for a 15 arguments of the Milligan, plaintiff's lawyers. The

16 party's legal arguments. 16 second paragraph that the proposed amendment would
17 Moreover, the proposed amendment is 17 require the committee to receive and review areport
18 unnecessary and is not good practice. Thefirst 18 by an independent expert upon whether the proposed

19 paragraph was a proposed amendment that will require | 19 plan complies with the trial court's directives and
20 the committee to comply with Section Two the Voting | 20 Milligan, which directives thislanguage referstois

21 RightsAct. The guidelines already require the 21 unclear or whatever directives are intended or
22 committee to comply with the Voting Rights Act, as | 22 preliminary finding the conclusion of love, madein a
23 well asthe US Congtitution, which the proposed 23 hurry record.
24 amendment does not mention, to comply under Section | 24 They do not reflect what the court
25 Two of the Voting Rights Act and what the US 25 will say after it has had the opportunity to review a
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1 complete record. Moreover, no such report has been 1 this: Asl heard the response, | kind of heard
2 submitted by Milligan and Caster plaintiffs and 2 something like thisand I'll stand corrected. But it
3 supported their VRA plaintiffs remedial plan that 3 said that -- when we were talking -- you were talking
4 was presented and discussed in the last hearing. 4 about the taking the directions that -- that this
5 That said, | anticipate that when the 5 amendment wastrying to take us. It was something to
6 House of Senate leadership submits a plan for the 6 the effect that this would be carrying furthering the
7 Committee's review will be supported by one more -- 7 ruling of the Court, it was something of that nature.
8 one of more functionality reports. In short, the 8 | want to set therecord straight. Thisisa
9 proposed amendment is not needed and would 9 two-part situation. Thisis not a continuation from
10 incorporate into our guidelines, the arguments of the 10 thefirst ruling on the merits that the Court did on
11 Milligan plaintiffs lawyers, and for these reasons, 11 theinitial complaint.
12 the motion to amend the guidelines should be denied. 12 There istwo phasesto this. The
13 REPRESENTATIVE FIGURES: Mr. Chairman? | 13 first phase isthem ruling what they'reruling. This
14 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Yes. 14 phase -- and if you look in the orders, when he
15 SENATOR FIGURES: In light of the fact 15 talked to orders at the -- when he talked about that
16 that Representative Hall's, amendment did not get a 16 they were going to use strict scrutiny in the
17 second, let it go on the record showing -- 17 principles of coming up with the remedy. The end of
18 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: | will -- 18 phase two isthat the remedy now has to meet what the
19 SENATOR FIGURES: Y ou would -- 19 Court says and has to meet the procedural --
20 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: No, | will. 20 substantive proceduresthat is-- that is used by
21 SENATOR FIGURES: No. | wasjust 21 those have to meet those standards that they have.
22 going to let the record show that | second it. 22 So it would make to me only common sense to take that
23 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Thank you, 23 part right there because the Court has said, that's
24 Senator Figures. 24 theflaw. And we got to go from hereto try to
25 SENATOR FIGURES: Also, Mr. Chairman, 25 correct this and would you present us back if there's
Page 11 Page 13
1 can we get acopy of the statement you just read? | 1 going to be acceptable? So | want to make that very
2 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: It'sinthe | 2 clear to everybody in here that this is not one
3 record, and I'll be glad to share it with you. 3 carryover from the ruling. There's two partsto it.
4 SENATOR FIGURES: Thank you. 4 Now wein the remedy phase, and the remedy phaseis
5 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Senator 5 totally independent, as it relates to the ruling that

6 Smitherman.

7 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Tolistent

8 report that the co-chair gave, | think that | feel

9 duly noted, based on my opinion and my own
10 interpretation to make afew corrections. Oneis
11 that in this-- in this proposed amendment, if you
12 look at this from the middle part on down, it says,
13 "In asserting compliance with the Court's order.
14 This committee shall consider the Court's fact
15 findings on community interest, racially polarized
16 vating, and other factors that inform its conclusion
17 that the congressional current map with asingle
18 majority black district, it legally dilutes black
19 voting strength.”
20 | think that's, | think that's why
21 we'rehereinthefirst place. | think that's how we
22 got here by the courts, saying thisiswhat -- the
23 map wasn't right. So | think that it makes only
24 common sense to follow directives from the Court
25 The second thing | want to say is

6 we have to come up with another remedy. Thank you,
O 7 Mr. Chairman.

8 SENATOR ORR: Mr. Chairman?
9 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Mr. Orr.
10 SENATOR ORR: Inlight of Chairman

11 Pringle'scomments, | would move to table the
12 amendment.

13 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: There'samotion
14 totable. Isthere asecond.

15 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Second.

16 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Second by Senator
17 --

18 (Cross-talk.)

19 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Roall-cdl vote.
20 THE CLERK: Senator Barfoot.

21 SENATOR BARFOOT: Aye.

22 THE CLERK: Senator Bell?

23 SENATORBELL: Aye.

24 THE CLERK: Senator Chesteen?

25 SENATOR CHESTEEN: Aye.
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1 THE CLERK: Senator Figures? 1 recognizeyou. Thisisfor people here to talk about
2 SENATOR FIGURES: No. 2 general communities of interest. Then we're going to
3 THE CLERK? Senator Livingston? 3 haveyou -- if you want to talk about a specific
4 (No response.) 4 plan, there's a sign up sheet for each specific plan,
5 THE CLERK: Senator Orr? 5 and well be glad to call you up and let you talk
6 SENATOR ORR: Aye. 6 about each plan.
7 THE CLERK: Senator Roberts? 7 And you can sign up for multiple --
8 (No response.) 8 multiple plans. It doesn't bother me. But we just
9 THE CLERK: Senator Scofield? 9 want to make sure when we call you, you're going to
10 (No response.) 10 talk about the plan that we have before us.
11 THE CLERK: Senator Singleton? 11 SENATOR FIGURES: Mr. Chair?
12 SENATOR SINGLETON: No. No, no, ho. |12 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Yes, Senator
13 THE CLERK: Senator Smitherman? 13 Figures?
14 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Aye. 14 SENATOR FIGURES: | understand that
15 THE CLERK: Senator Williams? 15 plans-- werethe-- the deadline for plan
16 SENATOR WILLIAMS: Aye. 16 submittal was July 7, how many plans have been
17 THE CLERK: Representative Almond? 17 submitted? And how will we know which plan --
18 (No response.) 18 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: We're actively
19 THE CLERK: Representative Boyd? 19 processing plans as fast as possible, but there was
20 (No response.) 20 an overwhelming number sent into the committee. From
21 THE CLERK: Representative Carns. 21 all over, from France, from New Zealand and all over
22 REPRESENTATIVE CARNS: Aye. 22 out of state. Right now, we're trying to consolidate
23 THE CLERK: Representative Clouse? 23 and get our plans from Alabama residentsto you as
24 (No response.) 24 fast as possible. We'rejust -- to be frank, we're
25 THE CLERK: Representative Ellis? 25 just overwhelmed. We are working as diligently as
Page 17
1 REPRESENTATIVE ELLIS: Aye. 1 possibleto do --
2 THE CLERK: Representative England? 2 SENATOR FIGURES: How do we have a
3 (No response.) 3 public hearing on the plans that were submitted, if
4 THE CLERK: Representative Hall? 4 we don't have the plans before us?
5 (No response.) 5 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: | got some plans
6 THE CLERK: Representative Jones? 6 that have been submitted that are run through our
7 REPRESENTATIVE JONES: No. 7 computers. And we can put numbers on the screen for
8 THE CLERK: Representative Lovvorn? 8 you. Wejust haven't got to al of them. I'm doing
9 REPRESENTATIVE LOVVORN: Aye. 9 thebest | can, Senator in avery, very, very
10 THE CLERK: Representative Reynolds? 10 time-compressed --
11 (No response.) 11 SENATOR FIGURES: I'm not complaining.
12 THE CLERK: | have Aye as 13 and No to 12 I'mjust saying it makes sense if we're having a
13 6. 13 public hearing about plans submitted, we need the
14 COCHAIRMAN LIVINGSTON: The guidelines 14 plans.
15 have been adopted in a 13-6 vote. Chairman Pringle? 15 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Yeah. We've got
16 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Ladiesand 16 numerous plans we're gonna put up before --
17 gentlemen, we're going to now move to a discussion of 17 Will -- will they be bringing us copies of the plan
18 acouple of things. We're gonnatalk about some of 18 -- well turn everything over to you asfast aswe
19 the plansthat are pending before the committee. But 19 can get it.
20 I'd liketo get started. If you would like to speak, 20 One of the problemsis, some of the
21 in general terms, about different issues, communities 21 plans are not compatible with Maptitude. So we have
22 of interest or historical sights, not specifically on 22 to get the plans we have to get them in loaded in our
23 aplan, there'sasignup sheet. Theré'sasign up 23 computer into Maptitude. And then process them so we
24 sheet right over here. 24 can run them.
25 If you'll come sign up, well 25 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Mr. Chairman?
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1 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Mr. Smitherman? 1 that. But my statement isto give moreto the fact

2 MR. SMITHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | don't
3 mind yielding -- outspoken -- | like to be recognized
4 after that.
5 SENATOR ENGLAND: Yes, Mr. Chairman,
6 asamember of this permanent |egidlative committee,
7 and as part of the minority of this committee, we
8 have not been privy to any maps drawn by this
9 committeeitself. And we'retalking about going into
10 session on next week. | wrote aletter titled to
11 Chairman Livingston, yourself, and Attorney Dorman
12 Walker, asking for any maps or other functionality
13 reports that can that this committee already has
14 drawn, and we have not received anything.
15 Could you please respond to that in
16 terms of maps, that this committee and where we are,
17 and while we as the minority has not been a part of
18 that process?
19 SENATOR FIGURES: That's drawn by the
20 majority -- not by this committee that you're
21 referring to.
22 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: And, Senator, as
23 | told you, we just adopted guidelines afew minutes
24 ago. | don't know how | can present plansto a
25 committee when | haven't guidelines to guide me

2 we have dready functionality reports.

3 I'm not -- I'm not putting them out

4 map -- the map that we're talking about that we're

5 gonnatry to put together asagroup. 1'm saying on

6 all these other maps, not al of them, but we have

7 many of these other maps, we have functionality

8 reports. And | mean, I'm not saying that's anybody's

9 keeping me from it. But anything that's spread in
10 that office, in this committee, to be a member you
11 should have -- all of us should have accessto. Soll
12 think it's very important and critical, that whatever
13 wedo have now, if that that'd be presented an
14 opportunity for every member on this committee to be
15 ableto getit. So aswe go through this meeting,
16 and as we get ready to go through the next --
17 whatever next step it is, we will have a chance to
18 review some of that information and be able to
19 discussit as we go through this process here.
20 That'swhy | had asked about the
21 meeting alittle bit before the meeting up until
22 today. Soif it can be produced, | still would like
23 togetit. And| don't mind looking at it aswe go
24 through this process. But | need whatever we have.
25 Thank you.

Page 19
drawn.

REPRESENTATIVE ENGLAND: Why don't we
sit down together and draw our map?

COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: We areworking on
that as fast aswe can. I've got nothing to hide,

Senator, and I'm ready to get started on that plan.

REPRESENTATIVE ENGLAND: Will | be
involved with that plan?

COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Yes.

(Cross-tak.)

COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: | understand and
we're working as diligently as possible. We have --
committee staff has been completely overwhelmed. We
are working as diligently as possible to produce all
of theinformation.

REPRESENTATIVE ENGLAND: I'mnot a
part of that "we" though.

COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Yes, Senator
19 Smitherman?

20 MR. SMITHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | --
21 you know | wrote aletter requesting the same

22 information, and | like that to be, you know, kind of
23 spread over out minutes. It'saletter. At some

24 point intime, I'm going to hand it back to -- it's

25 evident that | actually sent in aletter requesting
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1 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: And | understand
2 we are processing the maps. We've processed the
3 remedia maps we have been reviewing and running the
4 analysisonit. Asfast aswe can possibly doit.
5 We've processed the DRA plans for remedial map, which
6 well havetoday. We've processed the CLC Map 1. We
7 processed a Singleton Congressional Map Plan 3, and
8 we processed the Hatcher Remedia Congressional Plan
9 1

10 We had been reviewing the maps,

11 putting them into computer and running the analysis

12 onthem, asfast aswe can possibly do. Wejust got

13 completely overwhelmed with the number of maps sent

14 in. And so we picked y'all's mapsfirst, and we ran

15 thosein length. We picked Senator Singleton's maps

16 and the plaintiffs maps. We've picked the maps that

17 comein from Senator Singleton. That -- that -- the

18 Singleton Congressional Plan Number threeis -- does

19 not -- isthat your map?

20 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: No, I'm the

21 sponsor of that one.

22 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Oh, you'rethe

23 sponsor for the Singleton Map? |I'm sorry, Senator

24 Smitherman.

25 But anyway, again, we are -- we are
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1 processing it asfast as possible. And we're going 1 Thank you.
2 to get you the information as soon aswe can. We 2 And with that, | like to recognize

3 just have a horribly compressed timeframe, yet again
4 in this committee. | wish we could go back to the

5 dayswhen we had ayear to do this, but we've never
6 been given that length of timeto -- to draw these

7 maps has aways been very late.

8 SENATOR FIGURES: Wedidn't have an
9 opportunity for along time before.

10 SENATOR PRINGLE: Yes, Representative
11 England?
12 REPRESENTATIVE ENGLAND: Thank you for

13 therecognition. There's something interesting that
14 you said it kind of struck me, and please forgive me
15 him, no disrespect about thisat al. But | wasn't

16 awarethat thiswaslikeay'all process. And |

17 thought that we had a court order where we were

18 trying to build a map that we were all supposed to be
19 working on to a certain degree.

20 And aso since we have a public

21 hearing today, it's not since just ay'al situation

22 for usto present maps but everybody to present maps
23 so we can actually get a better idea of what, you

24 know, | guessfor lack of abetter term "public

25 communities of interest” are -- or what other

3 Frank Schmitz, former mayor Dothan, currently serving
4 ascivilian aid to Secretary of the Army.
5 When you get to the microphone, please
6 speak into the microphone and state your name and
7 where you're from there because there are people
8 listeningto us. It was very difficult last timeto
9 peoplethat arelistening to. The clerk isin the
10 back room to hear you, so speak into your microphone.
11 And, Members, if you'll turn your mics off, |
12 understand we had a problem with back feed last time.
13 Thank you so much.
14 MR. SCHMITZ: Thank you so much.
15 Wéll, good afternoon. First of all, thank you for
16 this opportunity. My name is Mike Schmitz. I'm from
17 the great City of Dothan, Alabama. I'minthe
18 automobile business there for 35 years. | sell
19 Hyundai's and Mercedes made in Alabama, by Alabama
20 folks. So I'm proud of that. | also had the honor
21 of being mayor of the city and the privilege of being
22 mayor from 2009 to October 2017 in Dothan, and then |
23 stepped down from there after two termsinto our
24 public school system became chairman of the board,
25 COVID hit. Soit was an exciting, interesting four

Page 23
1 perception you have of the court order so we can
2 actually look at opposing maps and have a public
3 hearing where everybody's here as input on not only,
4 | guess, y'dl's maps, but everybody else's maps too.
5 So it kind of puts us as members of
6 the committee and the public at a disadvantage
7 because they will not have an opportunity to provide
8 any public input on maps that y'all present. So
9 again -- | echo the sentiments of Senator Singleton
10 and Senator Figures when, | mean, | would prefer that
11 thisisaprocess where we're all kind of building a
12 resolution to satisfy a court order that we all got
13 tolook at everybody's proposal when we're not just
14 seeing it on Monday when we -- when we arrive at the
15 State House for a special session and then be
16 expected to vote on it within five days.
17 So I'll yield but that's just --
18 that'sjust interesting to me.
19 SENATOR SMITHERMAN: Mr. Chairman,
20 would like to present this to the community.
21 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Senator
22 Smitherman has presented it to me, and if you don't
23 mind, | like to change your memorandum to read
24 Cochairman Livingston and Cochairman Pringle. I'm
25 not Vice Chairman.

Page 25

1 years. | learned alot. And then after | stepped

2 out of that, | got appointed by the Secretary of the

3 Army. It'savolunteer position. | represent

4 Alabama South. | represent Fort Novosel Army

5 Reserve, and anything to do with the military JROTC,

6 Army National Guard and report directly to the

7 Pentagon and to the Secretary of the Army.

8 I'm here as a concerned -- not a

9 concerned -- | am a concerned citizen, involved
10 citizen. Assomeone who's been involved with
11 economic development with partnerships with southeast
12 Alabama, I'm very protective of us. Because we stand
13 aone, most of us are small communities. And aswe
14 stand aone, we can't succeed. So we have created
15 partnerships that have lasted 50 and 100 years that
16 have helped al our communities grow, and my purpose
17 today issimply ask you, | don't have amap. | don't
18 know what maps you have. But | would loveto see
19 those in Houston County stay in line with Montgomery
20 and all the communities that were involved going out
21 to southeast edge of Alabama.
22 We have many partnerships. Oneis
23 southeast Alabama gas, we're 14 municipalities from
24 Dothan up to Greenville -- southeast Alabama gas and
25 that creates profits or benefits for -- for each
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community and helps them grow. The 14 mayors sit
down every month, and we work together and see how we
can help each other because we don't have anyone
else. And so we work together. We have prospered.
We are booming, and | hate to see that change. We
other -- we also have an education Troy, Troy
University and Troy Dothan, the medical school we
have in Dothan in economic development. We, as City
of Dothan, go out -- not out of our way, but we try
to partner with all these smaller communities and
help them create jobs because we know floats all
boats, right?

We know it helps Geneva, helps us what
helps Enterprise helps us or Greenville, so we worked
really, really hard together to do that. We aso
have -- the biggest purpose | have today for thisis
we -- the world is changing and with Fort Novosel --
18 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: One minute.

19 MR. SCHMITZ: Okay. Fort Novosel and,
20 and Maxwell Air Force Base. We got to be careful.
21 We got to protect the values. We got to stay

22 together to make sure they are benefited. And they

23 continue to grow to protect our country. And we have
24 incredible amount of partnership to help protect

25 that. We cannot lose this. We aso -- if you move
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1 different counties that we're all focused on making

2 surethat everyone has access to excellent health

3 carein our community, and | don't think that we

4 should shy away from being very proud of that.

5 Certainly, he mentioned the medical

6 school. My hospital aloneis about to stand up

7 internal medical permanency program. | can just say

8 thisfrom a personal perspective, not just from

9 personal -- from a professional perspective, but I'm
10 six generations living in this particular district.
11 My children have been educated in this district and
12 continueto live and work in this area.
13 I'm very blessed to see my seven
14 grandchildren and my two great-grandchildren on a
15 regular basis. I'm very proud of al the things that
16 they've accomplished, aswell as continuing to see
17 peoplein our community to grow and thrive. | think
18 again -- that's our main reason for being here today,
19 again, isto talk about what's good, what's right,
20 what's worked, and we want to continue to support
21 that. We certainly be open to hear from others as
22 well, but | think that's what makes our community
23 strong isthe fact that | mentioned those three C's:
24 Communication, collaboration, and cooperation. Want
25 to continue see that happen.

Page 27
1 usWest, | believe Houston and Dothan County will
2 lose our voice and lose our vote. Thank you very
3 much. God blessyou.

4 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Thank you so

5 much.

6 The Chair now recognized Jeff Brandon,

7 CEO of Flowers Hospital in Dothan.

8 MR. BRANDON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

9 My nameis Jeff Brandon. | -- thank you -- I'll be
10 happy to do that. | am the CEO of Flowers Hospital.
11 | havelivedin thisdistrict all my life. I'll be
12 65 yearsold in September of thisyear. My dad is
13 93. Heserved in the Military, Alabama National
14 Guard, Civil Service, and we are very -- as Mayor
15 Schmitz just said. I'm here today as a concerned
16 citizen as someone that realizes the benefit of
17 collaboration, cooperation communication, all of
18 thosethingsthat he just referenced that are
19 critically important for us not to forget.

20 | believe that our economy is strong

21 today because of the things that Mayor Schmitz just
22 mention. | can tell you that our health care

23 community is stronger than it's ever been in our

24 district. We have a Southeast Alabama Hospital

25 Council that met yesterday that goes over five

Page 29
1 Thank you very much for allowing me to
2 speak and appreciate all the hard work that everyone
3 ditting up there does each and everyday. Very
4 appreciative of al of your service. Thank you.

5 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Thank you so
6 much.
7 And let me -- for people that are

8 watching us on live stream, if you would like to

9 comment, send your emails to district@al senate.gov,
10 district@alsenate.gov. We'll be glad to take your
11 comments, and we'll be glad to take your comments and
12 we'll read them from the podium.
13 From that now, the Chair recognizes
14 Ronad Jackson from Birmingham, for three minutes.
15 MR. JACKSON: Good morning,
16 Legislatures and my fellow citizens of Alabama. I'm
17 Ronald Jackson. I'm aformal member of the Alabama
18 legidature. I'm hear to speak today on behalf of
19 citizens of better schools and sustainable
20 communities, and legal evaluations, and action
21 project. We are here to support the Blackshear the
22 plan -- everything is going be on the Internet. But
23 we're hereto tell you that -- I'm from Birmingham,
24 Jefferson County, Alabama.
25 But these plans, these proposal s that

8 (Pages 26 - 29)
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1 have been put out, that | have seen thusfar. They 1 Democrats. | demand representation. | have areason
2 areunfair, inequitable, noncompliant with the recent 2 forit. I'mgoing to present it to you. It involves
3 decision by the United States Supreme Court and -- 3 technology, advanced aerospace applications for land,
4 for Jefferson County, which if you all will go back 4 air, sea, and space. And thiswill contribute to
5 tothat original Singleton decision that created this 5 national security in both economic and military
6 one person, one vote. 6 applications.
7 And | want everybody to understand 7 It's been overlooked. | went to my
8 this, what this legislature must do when they adopt 8 representatives, starting with Riley back in '99
9 what they're going to adopt. That -- that 9 before he began governor. | talked to multiple
10 preservation of one person, one vote, must be active, | 10 representative and attempted to talk to others, such
11 that's the euphemism they use about continuity, 11 as Mike Rogers -- as recently as 2018 before the last
12 making sure your vote count. 12 state election Whatley, Joe Lovvorn. | don't know if
13 We want to say to you today, and let 13 that's the same person. | have never spoken to him
14 you be placed on public notice, that citizens with 14 in person. But | made multiple phone calls and
15 better schools and sustainable communities, with 15 Whatley was the only that | caught actually in
16 legal evaluation and action project, we have counsel. | 16 session with aid, quote on quote.
17 And we are prepared that we will respond to aspecial | 17 Now, | moved down to Alabama 25 years
18 master, and if you don't keep Jefferson County 18 ago. | gave up an inheritant house that was given to
19 together and not split it off anywhereto pull up 19 me from my grandparents raised me as a child --
20 some votesthat you think you need to have, just 20 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: One minute.
21 think about what Attorney Blackshear haswrittento | 21 MR. BOWHALL: --dl right? | gave
22 you. 22 that up to come down to bring -- to try to establish
23 In conclusion, Jefferson County isthe 23 jobs and bring technology to this state when you
24 economic engine of this State. Those of you that 24 needed it. I've been ignored ever since. My life's
25 talk about the automobile industry, no, you really 25 been turned upside down. |'ve been forced into low
Page 31 Page 33
1 gotit. Mayor Richard Arrington, Governor Polson, 1 income, 9, $10-hour-job, which | used to do some
2 when out of Birmingham we gave you the money to get 2 research for my needs of this technology, industry
3 the Mercedes plan, and you think we going to let you 3 never got establish. This state needsto bring a
4 split usup? You got another funk coming. 4 crap-load of money into this state to establish this
5 All | wanted say to you isthis, we 5 technology becauseit's not individual applications
6 stand on this cardinal principle, autonomous -- 6 that we're speaking of the way you would establish an
7 defendere. If you don't know what that means, I'll 7 auto industry or an aircraft industry.
8 tell you in Alabamalanguage: We dare defend our 8 Thisis cross-over technology. | need
9 rights, and | leave you with one other Latin 9 to get all phases established, so it makes it more
10 expression: "lllegitimus non carborundum” because 10 economically to manufacture, and the fact -- the
11 what | see on these plansisthat. Now, you look it 11 technology I'm about to show you, just a child --
12 up. I'm not going to say what it means, because it's 12 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Yourtimeis
13 alanguage | would not say, with children listening. 13 expired, Sir.
14 Support the Blackshear Plan. Thank you. 14 MR. BOWHALL: Well, et me do this
15 COCHAIRMAN PRINGLE: Thank you, 15 becausethisiswhy | came here, and the public needs
16 Mr. Jackson. 16 to know about it because the mapping does not cover
17 The Chair now recognizes William Bowan 17 the contingency of third party independent
18 from Opelika. Did | say that correctly? 18 representation and that's an absolute must to see
19 MR. BOWHALL: The nameis William 19 that this technology is protected, that the labor
20 Bowhall of Opelika, Alabama. I'm hereto talk to 20 force gets established, the future needs of
21 this member body and the public about some overlooked 21 infrastructure get established to support its gross.
22 issuesthat this State needs to take care of. 22 This hasn't been done in this state,
23 Because I've been a citizen of this state and 23 and you put millions of dollarsin road work,
24 resident for 25 years. And my needs have not yet 24 refurbishing in Birmingham. Now y'all see metake
25 been observed or tended to by the Republicans or 25 thisthat can be manufactured over and over again.
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