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assistance that allegedly committed the discriminatory act. See 40 C.F.R. § 7.15.

After careful consideration, OECRC has determined that the Complaint against ADEM meets
the jurisdictional requirements stated above. First, the allegations are in writing. Second, the
Complaint alleges discrimination that, if true, may violate the EPA’s nondiscrimination
regulation. Third, the Complaint alleges a discriminatory act that occurred within 180 days of
filing the Complaint. Finally, it alleges discriminatory acts by ADEM, which is a recipient of
EPA financial assistance.?

OECRC will investigate the following issues:

1. Whether ADEM’s implementation of the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)
program, including its public engagement and outreach practices, excludes from
participation, denies benefits to, or subjects to discrimination, residents in the Black Belt
region of Alabama, on the basis of race in violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (Title VI), 43 USC § 2000d et seq., and EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation,

40 C.F.R. Part 7.* and

2. Whether ADEM has and is implementing grievance procedures that provide prompt and
fair resolution of discrimination complaints which allege violations of federal non-
discrimination laws, consistent with Title VI and the other federal civil rights laws, and
EPA’s implementing regulation at 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7.*

The initiation of an investigation of the issues above is not a decision on the merits. OECRC is a
neutral fact finder and will begin its process to gather the relevant information, discuss the
matter further with you and the Complainant, and determine next steps utilizing OECRC’s
internal procedures. Generally, the investigation and resolution options and procedures
identified in EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation and OECRC’s Case Resolution Manual
(CRM) will be utilized for the complaint investigation process. We invite you to review
OECRC’s Case Resolution Manual for a more detailed explanation of OECRC’s complaint
resolution process, available at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2021-
01/documents/2021.1.5 final case resolution manual .pdf.

OECRC is providing ADEM with an opportunity to make a written submission responding to,
rebutting, or denying the issues that have been accepted for investigation within thirty (30)
calendar days of receiving a copy of this letter, notifying ADEM of the acceptance of

EPA’s nondiscrimination regulation provides that OECRC shall attempt to resolve complaints
informally whenever possible. See 40 C.F.R. § 7.120(d)(2). Accordingly, OECRC will contact
Complainants and ADEM within 10 days of the date of this letter to provide information about

2 The Complaint also identifies the State of Alabama Legislature as an entity that has prevented the use of the Clean
Water State Revolving Fund for on-site sanitation needs. However, OECRC 1s not accepting for investigation the
allegations against the Legislature (Complaint No. 04R-23-R4) because it is not a recipient of EPA financial
assistance.

3 See 40 CFR. §7.30.

1 See 40 CF.R. §7.90; §§ 5.135 (b) and 5.140.
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cc: Ariadne Goerke
Deputy Associate General Counsel
Civil Rights & Finance Law Office

Carol Kemker

Acting Deputy Regional Administrator
Acting Deputy Civil Rights Official
US EPA Region 4

Leif Palmer

Regional Counsel
US EPA Region 4
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