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Proposed congressional and legislative maps will be released next month, when the
Alabama Legislature is expected to be called into Montgomery for a special session

focused on redistricting.

“Mobile and Baldwin counties need to be kept together,” said Bradley Byrne, who
retired from Congress in January after representing the 1st district for seven years.
“They need to be kept whole."

Said State Rep. Adline Clarke, D-Mobile: “I consider Mobile and Baldwin counties one
political subdivision and would prefer that these two Gulf Coast counties remain in the
same congressional district because government, business and industry in the two
counties work well together -- with our congressman -- for the common good of the two

counties.”

Officials were worried that had Alabama lost a congressional district, Mobile County
would merge with a large swath of western Alabama as part of the state's majority-
minority congressional district that includes the counties in Alabama'’s Black Belt.

Baldwin County would have likely merged within the 2nd congressional district that
currently includes rural Southeast Alabama, and portions of Montgomery, Autauga and

Elmore counties.

The timing would have been problematic. The two counties, and their respective
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, remain focused on a new Interstate 10 Mobile
River Bridge and Bayway project that will require federal funding and support in
Washington, D.C.

“It would be counterproductive on what we need,” said state Rep. Matt Simpson, R-
Daphne, said about a potential split. “Mobile and Baldwin counties work good together

as aregion.”
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Redistricting issues

State Senator Vivian Figures, D-Mobile, has been a longtime fixture in the Alabama
Legislature. But her Alabama Senate District 33 is 18,508 residents below the ideal
population level for an Alabama Senate district, and she’s anticipating changes.

“My ultimate goal is to maintain it as a majority-minority district so that voice will be
kept (in the Senate),” Figures said.

Figures and other lawmakers, including Elliott, believe that Figures' Senate district
could expand further west into Mobile County, or it could shift eastward to including
Daphne and Spanish Fort in Baldwin County.

Elliott’s Senate District 32 is 33,652 residents above the ideal population level for a
Senate district. He anticipates his Senate district shrinking, and the possibility existing
for a Mobile County-based state senator’s boundaries bleeding into Baldwin County.

The threshold for a House district population is 47,850 residents.

Clarke said by her count, 64 of the House’'s 105 seats are either over- or under-

populated by at least 5%.

“That means the Legislature has a lot of work to do to get House districts within the

ideal population range,” she said.
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