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N.D. OF ALABAMA

Page 1

IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF ALABANA

CVIL ACTION NO.: 2:21-cv-001536- AMWM

MARCUS CASTER, ET AL.,
Plaintiffs,
VS.
HON. WES ALLEN, IN H' S OFFI Cl AL
CAPACI TY AS ALABAMA SECRETARY OF
STATE, ET AL.,
Def endant s.

DEPOSI TI ON OF COUNCI LMAN W LLI AM CARRCOLL

STI PULATI ONS
| T 1'S STI PULATED AND AGREED by and between the
parties, through their respective counsel, that the

deposition of COUNCI LMAN W LLI AM CARROLL, may be taken

bef ore Kat hl een Cain, Conm ssioner, at the |aw offices of

Hel msi ng, Leach, Herlong, Newran & Rouse, 150 Gover nnent

Street, Suite 2000, Mbile, Al abama 36602, on the 5th day

of Septenber 2024.
| T IS FURTHER STI PULATED AND AGREED t hat the
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1 signature to and the reading of the deposition by the 1 APPEARANCES
2 witnessisnot waived. 2
3 IT ISFURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that it 3 ELIAS LAW GROUP, by Makeba Rutahindurwa, Esq.,
4 shall not be necessary for any objections to be made by 4 1700 Seventh Avenue, Suite 2100, Sesttle, Washington
5 counsel to any questions except as to form or leading 5 98101, appearing on behalf of the Plaintiffs.
6 questions, and that counsel for the parties may make 6
7 objections and assign grounds at the time of the trial, 7 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, by CharlesA.
8 or at thetime said deposition is offered in evidence, or 8 McKay, Esq., and Dylan L. Mauldin, Esg., 501 Washington
9 prior thereto. 9 Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0152, appearing on
10 IT ISFURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that the 10 behalf of the Defendants, Hon. Wes Allenin his official
11 notice of filing of the deposition by the Commissioner is 11 capacity as Alabama Secretary of State.
12 waived. 12
13 13 BALCH & BINGHAM, by Dorman Walker, Esqg., 445
14 14 Dexter Avenue, Suite 8000, Montgomery, Alabama 36104,
15 15 appearing viaZoom on behalf of the Defendants, the
16 16 Redistricting Chairs.
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
Page 3 Page 5
1 EXAMINATION INDEX 1 I, Kathleen Cain, RPR, a Court Reporter of
2 2 Mobile, Alabama, and Notary Public for the State of
3 COUNCILMAN WILLIAM CARROLL: PAGE 3 Alabamaat Large, acting as Commissioner, certify that on
4 BYMRMAULDIN.................. 6 4 thisdate, as provided by the Federal Rules of Civil
5 5 Procedure and the foregoing stipulation of counsel, there
6 EXHIBIT INDEX 6 came before me at 150 Government Street, Suite 2000,
7 EXHIBIT: 7 Mobile, Alabama 36602, beginning at 1:16 p.m., COUNCILMAN
8 EXHIBIT IMAPOF ALABAMA COUNTIES ® 8 WILLIAM CARROLL, witness in the above cause, for oral
9 EXHIBIT2VIDEO FOOTAGE 4 9 examination, whereupon the following proceedings were
10 EXHIBIT 32023 PROPOSED MAP 57 10 had:
11 EXHIBIT 4 CURRENT CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTINGMAP 91 |, COUNCILMAN WILLIAM CARROLL,
12 EXHIBIT5CITY OF MOBILE COUNCIL DISTRICTS 94 12 the witness, having been first duly sworn by the
13 EXHIBIT 6 MAP OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTSAND MOBILE 97 13 Court Reporter, was examined and testified as follows:
CITY COUNCIL DISTRICTS
1 14 THE COURT REPORTER: Do we have the usual
15 15 stipulations here also?
16 16 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Yes. | want to inform the
17 17 councilman that you're entitled to read and sign, so look
18 18 over the transcript and make sure everything is correct.
19 19 So | recommend that you do that.
20 20 A. Attheend of the deposition?
21 21 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: When the transcript comesin
2 22 acouple of weeks.
23 23 A. Thank you.
24 24 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Yes. Sousua stipulations,
25 25 but he'll read and sign.
2 (Pages2-5)
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1 EXAMINATION 1 deposed before today?
2 BY MR. MAULDIN: 2 A. Yes.
3 Q. Good afternoon, Councilman Carroll. My nameis 3 Q. Inyour professional or personal capacity?
4 Dylan Mauldin, and | represent the Alabama Secretary of 4 A. Define which profession.
5 Statein this Congressional redistricting lawsuit filed 5 Q. From any of them, any of your --
6 by the Caster Plaintiffs. 6 A. Yes.
7 Areyou aware that you have been disclosed as a 7 Q. And what were those?
8 potential fact witness by the Caster Plaintiffs? 8 A. Contracting, project management. Y eah, mostly.
9 A. Yes, sir. 9 Q. How many times have you been deposed?
10 Q. So thisdeposition is an opportunity for usto 10 A. | think twice. | can't remember.
11 record your testimony. I'll be asking you questions 11 Q. Twice?
12 which you'll be answering under oath. Y our counsel may 12 A. | think twice.
13 object fromtimetotime. Your counsel isjust making a 13 Q. Haveyou ever testified in court?
14 record, but you're still required to answer the question 14 A. | have.
15 unlessdirected otherwise. Do you understand? 15 Q. Intria?
16 A. Yes. 16 A. Yes.
17 Q. There'sacourt reporter here, and she'll be 17 Q. And wasit related to one of those contract
18 creating atranscript of everything said. Because we 18 disputes?
19 need her to create an accurate transcript, it's important 19 A. Yes.
20 that we do not speak over each other. | will wait to 20 Q. Haveyou testified under oath in any other
21 speak until you have finished, and if you will wait until 21 setting?
22 | finish my question, it will also help ensure that you 22 A. | wantto say yes. | just can't remember, to be
23 are answering the question that I'm asking. Do you 23 exact. Therewas an investigation into some accusations
24 understand? 24 withthecity. | can't remember if we were testifying
25 A. Yes. 25 under oath or not.
Page 7 Page 9
1 Q. Similarly, it'simportant that you answer 1 Q. What were the accusations?
2 questionsyes or no rather than shaking your head or 2 A. Some police department issues about the
3 saying "uh-huh" or "un-uh" or some other informal answer. 3 integrity and the sanctity of what they were doing,
4 Doesthat make sense? 4 whether or not it was excessive force.
5 A. Uh-huh. Yes, sir. 5 Q. How long ago was that?
6 Q. If you do not understand the question, please 6 A. A couple months ago. Several months ago.
7 let meknow, and I'll try to ask it again so we can stay 7 Q. Andinwhat setting did you testify?
8 onthe same page. Will you do that? 8 A. With an investigator and FBI agent and a court
9 A. Yes, gir. 9 reporter, | believe, or arecorder of record, and that
10 Q. Sometimes awitness gives an answer, and later 10 wasit. | just can't remember if it was under oath or
11 inthe deposition, realizes that he needs to go back 11 not.
12 because he forgot something or misspoke. If you need to 12 Q. How did you learn about this case?
13 add or correct anything during the course of your 13 A. Well, it'squite public.
14 deposition, please let me or your counsel know. 14 Q. So did you hear about it on the news?
15 A. Okay. 15 A. Internet, the news, people talking. And then
16 Q. And we might take breaks, and if you need a 16 may | ask which name -- the name of your case you're
17 break, let me know. If there's a question pending, I'll 17 talking about? You said "thiscase." What's the name of
18 till need you to answer the question before we break. 18 it?
19 Is there any reason you cannot provide truthful 19 Q. Caster versus Allen.
20 and complete testimony here today? 20 A. Caster versus Allen, yes, sir.
21 A. Not that I'm aware of. 21 Q. And who contacted you about being awitnessin
22 Q. Could you please state your full name for the 22 thiscase?
23 record. 23 A. | believe the attorney here did.
24 A. William C. Carrall, Jr. 24 Q. And when would that have been?
25 Q. Haveyou ever provided -- or have you ever been 25 A. Several months ago, best | can tell.

3 (Pages6-9)

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



Case 2:21-cv-01291-AMM  Document 299-4  Filed 02/25/25 Page 4 of 68

Page 12

Q. And then you moved to your current address?

A. | moved back to Mobile, yes, but | didn't live
in that current address at that time. But | did move
back to Mobile.

Q. And wasthat in the City of Mobile?

A. Yes.

Q. Soyou've never lived anywhere other than the
City of Mobile, Tallahassee and then Washington, D.C.,
for afew months?

A. That's correct.

Q. Areyou represented by counsel?

A. | am not.

Q. Sowhat did you do to prepare for this
deposition?

A. Nothing much. | talked to the attorney here a
little bit. That wasit.

Q. And when did you speak with her?

A. A few days ago, maybe. | can't remember exact,
but maybe a few days ago, aweek.

O© O ~NOULhAWDNLPE
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21 Q. And then you moved to go to college?

22 A. Livedin Tallahassee for college. That wasfive 22 Q. Sodid you have classmates who lived in the
23 years. | had astint in Washington, D.C., where | was 23 Black Belt?

24 interning during college. That was'89, '90, and that 24 A. That were from the Black Belt, yes, not living
25 washbasicaly it. 25 at that time.

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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1 Q. When you say "from the Black Belt," what do you 1 difference, especialy when you're learning to fight your
2 mean? 2 fightsand resolve your differences. Y ou know, you meet
3 A. Eutaw, Greene County, Conecuh County, Butler, 3 their family, they meet yours, and you just develop a
4 placeslike that where their families moved to Mobile. 4 huge extended family.

5 Q. I'm sorry. When you said they were from the 5 Q. So areyou still close to anyone you went to
6 Black Belt, do you mean their families were from there 6 middle school or high school with?

7 but moved to -- 7 A. Yes.

8 A. Right, they moved to Mobile at the time and 8 Q. Roughly, how many people?

9 became classmates of mine as we were growing up. 9 A. | couldn't tell you, but lots. | was afootball

10 Q. And you said you're Catholic? 10 player, too, baskethall player, track guy, went to

11 A. |l am. 11 college on afootball scholarship. So, yes, still very

12 Q. Whereisyour church located? 12 team oriented.

13 A. Prince of Peace. It's454, | want to say -- 13 Q. Where do those friends live now?

14 God. It's454 Charleston. | don't know if it's east or 14 A. Some Mobile, some outside the city, some other

15 west, but it's 454 Charleston Street, Mobile, Alabama 15 places, but | till have an extended friend base herein

16 36603. 16 Mobile, my friends from high school and grade school that

17 Q. And isthere alarge Catholic populationin 17 we occasionaly talk.

18 Mobile? 18 Q. So do some of them live within Mobile County but

19 A. Yes, extensive. Probably largest denomination 19 outside of the city?

20 here. 20 A. Yes, some do.

21 Q. Isthat common for Alabama? 21 Q. And do you go visit them ever?

22 A. | would say it'scommon for Mobile, being that 22 A. | wouldn't say | go visit them. | normally see,

23 it was founded by, you know, Catholic-bearing countries 23 you know, afew of them on fishing trips, | would say, or

24 athetime. | can't say for the whole state. 24 on get-togethers more so than going by the house. It's

25 Q. Sowhat significance did it have to you going to 25 more of an activity thing when | see them.

Page 15 Page 17
1 acCatholic school growing up? 1 Q. Where do you go on fishing trips?
2 A. Wéll, you get afirm basisin religion and a 2 A. Me? | liketo go up and down the river.
3 solid foundation, but the best thing is that you go to 3 Sometimes we go deep-sea fishing, but I'm not really big
4 school with a certain group of kids from kindergarten to 4 onit. | usedto gotwiceayear. Now, | might go once
5 12th grade, that's 32 that you know your whole life 5 every other year.
6 that'sastrong bond, amost like immediate family. Now 6 Q. And which river are you referencing?
7 theresidual from that in high school is that you meet 7 A. Dog River and Fowl River.
8 dll the other kids you've been dealing with for 12 years. 8 Q. Where are those rivers located?
9 Soit'sarea strong family effect even after college -- 9 A. Dog River isin the city of Mobile. Fowl River

10 after high school growing up. It'sabig base here. | 10 isinthe county, and depending where the city limits

11 mean, there's not afriend or classmate that | wouldn't 11 lineis, the bay -- you know, Mobile Bay.

12 recognize on the street that | wouldn't talk to even if 12 Q. And when you go deep-sea fishing, where do you

13 we were opposed to each other in high school, so a huge 13 leave from?

14 family effect. 14 A. Oh, the Sportsman Marinain Gulf Shores. |

15 Q. So attending Catholic school, was that important 15 rarely go out of Dauphin Island.

16 to your upbringing? 16 Q. And that'sin Baldwin County, correct?

17 A. | would say when you're growing up, you don't 17 A. Yes.

18 realize what you have. When you become an adult, you 18 Q. Where did you attend college?

19 redlize the basis that the education gave you but, also, 19 A. FloridaA&M University.

20 the extended family that you have based on the way you 20 Q. How far isthat from the City of Mobhile?

21 came up together and were educated together. 21 A. 248 miles, three and a half hours.

22 Q. When you say "the way you came up together," 22 Q. And did you graduate?

23 what do you mean by that? 23 A. | did, adegreein architectural construction

24 A. Wéll, when you're with agroup of kids every 24 engineering.

25 day, eight hoursaday for 12 years, it makes abig 25 Q. And when was that?

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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1 A '93,'92. | can't remember, but it was right up 1 A. | would say 29 years.
2 inthere somewhere. The years run together in my head 2 Q. And do you have kids?
3 now. Sorry. 3 A. Three.
4 Q. And so since 1992 or 1993, you've been back in 4 Q. How old are they?
5 the City of Mobile? 5 A. 28, 23 and 16. Well, you might as well say
6  A. No,sir. | cameback herein '94, August of 6 she's17. Shell be 17 October 13th.
7 '94. So | was back and forth between D.C. and other 7 Q. And does she attend a Catholic school ?
8 things, nothing permanent, just back and forth. But my 8 A. They al did, yes.
9 permanent residence was '94. 9 Q. And wasit in the City of Mobile?
10 Q. Didyou do any postgraduate education? 10 A. Yes, gir.
11 A. Alittlebit. 11 Q. Did they attend Catholic school with students
12 Q. And what wasthat? 12 who lived outside of the City of Mobile?
13 A. Business, master's. 13 A. I'm pretty sure some did, yes.
14 Q. Whereat? 14 Q. Would that include Baldwin County?
15  A. FloridaA&M. A5 A. Yes, it would.
16 Q. Wasthat right after you graduated? 16 Q. Would that include students who lived in the
17 A. A little bit, yes, back and forth alittle bit. 17 Black Belt?
18 | wastrying to do afew other things back then that just 18 A. | can't answer that because | don't know their
19 didn't manifest. 19 total -- you know, | don't know the total enrollment, and
20 Q. So you did not obtain a degree? 20 | don't know where every kid was from.
21  A. Notamaster's. 21 Q. Do they have friends who lived there?
22 Q. So areyou married? 22 A. Yes.
23 A. | am. 23 Q. Inthe Black Belt?
24 Q. Whereisyour wife from? 24 A. Yes
25  A. New York. Shewas-- Long story. Shewasborn 25 Q. So would they commute to Mobile?
Page 19 Page 21
1 inHaiti, grew up in New Y ork, moved to Fort Lauderdale. 1 A. No. They have friends that live in the Black
2 | met her in Tallahassee. 2 Bélt because of my affiliation with friends that we have
3 Q. Isshe Catholic? 3 of familiesthere.
4 A. Sheis. 4 Q. I'm sorry. Do they have friends who they went
5 Q. Was sheraised Catholic? 5 to school with?
6 A. Shewas. 6 A. | can't confirm that.
7 Q. Did she attend a Catholic school aswell? 7 Q. Sowhere were your children's friends from?
8 A. St. Joachim in grade school and middle school, 8 Where did they live?
9 and | think she, because of the way she traveled, she 9 A. 1 would say Mobile, the surrounding cities and
10 attended various different high schools. Don't know 10 Baldwin County and possibly some from Mississippi. |
11 which onesin New York, but | know she attended Dillard 11 don't know. Flukers (phonetic) was from Mississippi, but
12 inFort Lauderdae. 12 that'salittle ahead of William, but he was still
13 Q. So going back, what did you do when you werein 13 friends with him because of the McGill-Toolen football
14 D.C? 14 thing. He'sway ahead of William, now that | think of
15 A. Worked on Capitol Hill for the AOC under the 15 it, but those kids were all friends.
16 favor of Richard Gephardt. AOC isthe architect at the 16 It's funny how the Catholic system works. Y our
17 capitol. 17 CYOissointrenched that you're affiliated with
18 Q. Sowhat exactly were you doing? 18 everybody and meet everybody. Especialy if you guys
19 A. Wéll, thefirst year, | was learning structure 19 grew up Catholic, you know what I'm talking about.
20 of the capitol buildings and what was needed to makesure | 20 You're smiling, so | see you can relate.
21 that they wererestored. The second year, | went over to 21 Q. Sodid you travel to Baldwin County with your
22 the senate side learning how to manage and maintain 22 kidsalot when you were growing up?
23 employees and physical structures and all those things 23 A. When they were growing up, yes. | mean, theCYO
24 dealing with capitol building improvements. 24 islarge, so you haveto play other Catholic schools. |

N
o1

Q. How long have you been married?

N
(&3]

was a coach, so we played other schools over there. So

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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1 wewereover there quite a bit. 1 say my job, that'swhat I'm thinking about. But asan
2 Q. Where else did you go for games? 2 elected official outside of that, do | travel around the
3 A. Wéll, when | was coaching AAU, all over the 3 city, isthat what you're asking, because of the
4 country. 4 contracting or because of the elected position?
5 Q. And that was basketbal? 5 Q. No, just any other types of community
6 A. Basketball, yes. 6 involvement that you do.
7 Q. How long did you coach AAU? 7 A. Yeah. I'm amember of the Home Builders
8 A. Oh, God, along time. More than 16 years, | 8 Association, member of the Prince of Peace giving -- |
9 would think. 9 don't even know what they call it, giving where we do the
10 Q. Doyou still coach any sports teams? 10 food drives. | can't -- It's so loaded in my head. |
11 A. Not right now I'm not, but | keep all of my 11 just know what | do. I've never been asked to defineit
12 stuff up to date just in case. 12 all.
13 Q. Areyou amember of any professional 13 Q. Sol believe you said, other than being a member
14 organizations? 14 of the city council, you have a different job?
15 A. That'saloaded question. | would say no. It 15 A. Yeah. I'mabuilder.
16 depends on what you call professional organizations. 16 Q. What exactly do you build?
17 Q. What does that term mean to you? 17 A. Houses, buildings, whatever is necessary.
18 A. If you'reasking meif I'm amember of the 18 Q. Do you have your own business?
19 National Association of Black Engineers, no. If you're 19 A. 1 do.
20 asking meif I'm PMI or PMP, no. If you're asking me if 20 Q. Where do you build houses, buildings?
21 I'm CMAA, no. You know, so I'm just saying no. 21 A. Hereinthecity but the State of Alabama. You
22 Q. What type of -- Are you involved with any 22 know, we have alicensein Huntsville. We have acity
23 volunteer groups? 23 license here. So we just build where we have an
24 A. Yes. 24 opportunity.
25 Q. Which ones? 25 Q. Ismost of your work in the City of Mobile,
Page 23 Page 25
1 A. Wheredo | start? CYO. 1 though?
2 Q. What isthat? 2 A. 90 percent of it.
3 A. Catholic Y outh Organization. | don't coach 3 Q. Isthereany in Mobile County but outside of the
4 anymore, but I'm still very involved, still amember of 4 city?
5 theYéelow Jacket Club at McGill-Toolen. 5 A. Do we have any work in Mobile County and outside
6 Q. What isthat? 6 of thecity?
7 A. That isasupport system for McGill-Toolen 7 Q. Yes.
8 football. 8 A. Not right now, but we were under contract in
9 Q. What do you do as part of that? 9 Brewton with Alabama State, Southern Normal, and we're
10 A. Nothing, just go to the meetings and do what I'm 10 trying to close another contract in Brewton right now
11 asked. | currently serve on the theater board for 11 with Alabama State, just a maintenance contract.
12 Sunnyside Academy -- | mean Sunnyside Services. It'sa 12 Q. And so you're also amember of the Mobile City
13 theater system or -- what do they call them -- theater 13 Council ?
14 guild. I'mon hisboard of directors. He'strying to 14 A. | am.
15 build atheater. God, | can't even start to tell you all 15 Q. Do you know Councilman C.J. Small?
16 therunning around | do, but, yesh, several. 16 A. | do.
17 Q. Where all do you travel for these volunteer 17 Q. How well do you know him?
18 groups? 18 A. | would say pretty well, | mean, well enough
19 A. Just right around the City. 19 that we talk back and forth, you know.
20 Q. Do you have any other sorts of community 20 Q. Do you think he's knowledgeable about the City
21 involvement apart from your job? 21 of Mobile?
22 A. I'man elected official, so, yes. 22 A. | would think so.
23 Q. Asidefrom that, just in your personal capacity. 23 Q. Do you think he knows his district pretty well?
24 A. I'm acontractor by trade, project manager, 24 A. | would think so.
25 program manager, developer type of thing. So when you 25 Q. Do you think he knows his constituents and their

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26 Page 28
1 interests? 1 in2005.
2  A. Yeah. And he's been in office now, what? 2 Q. And are the city council elections nonpartisan?
3 Almost 12 years. So | would think so. & A. They are.
4 Q. Sowhendid you first join the city council? 4 Q. Do you know what political party your opponent
5 A. Ranfor officefirst in '05 and served two terms 5 belonged to?
6 until '13. My mother got sick, and | l&ft, and | ran 6 A. Democrat.
7 againin'20 and won again. 7 Q. And what was his race?
8 Q. So were you running your construction business 8 A. Black.
9 thefirst time that you took office? 9 Q. How did the campaign go against him?
10  A. Idid 10 A. It was hard fought.
11 Q. Andwereyou running it in the interim as well? 11 Q. Wasit cordial?
12 A. No. | stopped the home building business 12 A. Until the runoff.
13 because of the bad economy in 2010, closed it down, 13 Q. And so why did you have to go to arunoff?
14 dissolved it, bankrupt it. And then | worked -- God, | 14 A. Because no one candidate got more than 51
15 forgot about this -- worked in Houston from 2012 to, | 15 percent of the vote.
16 want to say, '16 or '17. 16 Q. And do you know the vote breakdown after the
17 Q. Worked in where? 17 runoff, roughly?
18  A. Houston, Texas. 18 A. In 2005, | don't remember.
19 Q. Didyou livethere? 19 Q. Do you roughly remember?
20 A. My principal residence was here, but | was out 20 A. Maybe 51/48, 51/50. | don't know. | think I
21 thereat least three or four days aweek. Soif you want 21 won by acouple hundred votes.
22 toconsider it living in Houston at that time, | was 22 Q. Was anyone else running aside from him?
23 there. 23 A. That year, it was Johnny Burroughs, Jeffrey
24 Q. And what were you doing in Houston? 24 Jones, Thomas Sullivan and myself. | don't remember
25 A. Building commercial buildings, program managing 25 anyone €elsg, if there was.
Page 27 Page 29|
1 for the Houston Community College system, HCC, ran a 1 Q. And when you were running for office, did you
2 500-million-dollar bond issue for them as a scheduler, 2 speak to white and black constituents?
3 cost estimating, programmer for design work. 8 A. Yes. Municipal e ections are nonpartisan, so
4 Q. And what made you go to Houston? 4 you have to have common grounds with both ideologies.
5 A. Well, | mean, the economy was slow. | wanted to 5 Q. So | asked about white and black, and you
6 keep the business going. We partnered with P2NG 6 answered with -- you say you need common ground for both
7 (phonetic). We opened an office here and had an office 7 ideologies. Why did you conflate -- not to use that
8 inHouston. So when we won that bond issue, | wasneeded | 8 term, go to partisanship?
9 in Houston more than | was needed here, so | needed to go 9 A. Define -- You're asking me why did | assume
10 back and forth. 10 partisanship?
11 Q. Why did you decide to run for city council the 11 Q. Yes, because my question was did you speak with
12 first time? 12 white and black.
13 A. There was quite a bit going on across the street 13 A. |1 did, and | agree. The City of Mobile, so many
14 from the housethat | built in, | want to say, '02 and 14 times people associate whites with Republicans and blacks
15 had some prostitutes, drug deals going on, people running 15 with Democrats, but in our city, you've got to remember,
16 up and down the street, crime going on, and | asked the 16 we have large pockets that are white Democrats mixed in
17 councilman to help mefix it. Somewhere along theline, 17 with black Democrats, and then you have large pockets of
18 | think hetold me he couldn't do very much and | had to 18 Republicans, aso. Theinner city is pretty blue, but
19 talk to the administration. | just got tired of it one 19 once you get outside the I-65 corridor, it's very red.
20 day and said, Okay, | think I'm going to run for office. 20 Q. Do you know the racial demographics of your city
21 | ranfor office and won and started the process of 21 council district?
22 cleaning up that place across the street. 22 A. 62 to, what isthat? 38.
23 Q. Did you have an opponent when you ran for 23 Q. And so you represent council district two,
24 office? 24 correct?
25 A. Yes, the incumbent, Thomas Sullivan. That was 25 A. That'sright.

8 (Pages 26 - 29)
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Page 30 Page 32
1 Q. And when you first held office, was that also 1 A. No.
2 council district two? 2 Q. And did you hold any other elected positions
3 A. Yes. 3 before --
4 Q. And so when you were speaking to constituents, 4 A. No.
5 did black and white voters treat you the same way? 5 Q. Could you describe your responsibilities as a
6 A. Some areas, yeah. Most areasin district two, | 6 city councilman?
7 would say, but some areas, no. 7 A. Well, we're the legidlative branch of the city,
8 Q. Some areas, no? 8 so our responsibilities are to manage legislation, review
9 A. Some areas, no. 9 all the contracts, review all the resolutions and
10 Q. Were you treated worse by -- 10 ordinances that the city has or that the mayor presents
11 A. | wouldn't say worse, but credibility kind of 11 and those that we as councilmembers write and present
12 wanes off. 12 ourselves.
13 Q. Inwhich -- with which? 13 Our constituency base likesto call usalot
14 A. |t lessens. 14 about streets, roads, you know, paving issues that need
15 Q. Which race? 15 to berepaired, but those are administrative issues. All
16 A. Whites. 16 | can doisforward those to the administration and
17 Q. And why do you believe that you have less 17 request they get done as quickly as possible.
18 credibility with white voters? 18 | keep the community informed with what's going
19 A. It'show they talk and respond to your answers 19 on with the city through district meetings and
20 and the stances that you have and the principles that you 20 newsletters and other correspondence.
21 present. Soalot of timesyou find that they don't have 21 Q. What are your top priorities as a city
22 or stand on the same ideology that you do, or their 22 councilman? What issues?
23 principles may be alittle different. 23 A. Right now, today? Revitalization of
24 Q. So how many times have you ran for election as a 24 under-served neighborhoods right now is my top priority.
25 city councilman? 25 Q. And what do you mean by that?
Page 31 Page 33
1 A. One, two, three. 1 A. There's neighborhoods in the city that have been
2 Q. Soinyour -- The second time you ran for city 2 overlooked for 50 years or better that are primarily
3 council, what year would that have been? 3 minority neighborhoods that haven't gotten the attention
4 A. '09. 4 that other parts of the city have. They'rein the older
5 Q. Did you have an opponent? 5 part of the city where structure is crumbling, the houses
6 A. | did, Lakeshia Dotson, and there was one other, 6 arefalling down. The people that live there are
7 and| can't remember -- | don't know if they stayed in 7 extremely poor, in some cases. Some are at the
8 therace or dropped out, but | remember L akeshia Dotson 8 attainablelevel, but you barely have anybody that's at
9 stayingin. 9 the affordable level over there. Soit'satask, and
10 Q. And what was her race? 10 it'sset inthe central part of our city, if you ask me,
11 A. She'sblack. 11 and we have been overlooking the need to revitalize those
12 Q. Do you remember the race of the other -- 12 neighborhoods for along time.
13 A. No. 13 Q. And what would be the benefit of revitalizing
14 Q. Do you remember any racial appeals? 14 those neighborhoods?
15 A. No. 15 A. Well, if you start revitalizing those
16 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form. 16 neighborhoods and give them the care they need, you're
17 Q. You said no, correct? 17 going to reduce the crimerate in places. You're going
18 A. What did you say? 18 toincrease property value. You're going to have a
19 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: | objected to form, but you | 19 resurrection of people inside the city limits rather than
20 can answer. 20 losing people. You're going to increase the tax base of
21 A. No, | don't. 21 thecity. You're going to breathe additional lifeinto
22 Q. Do you know the political parties of either of 22 thecity.
23 your opponentsin that election? 23 Q. Sowhy isit bad to lose peoplein the city?
24 A. ShewasaDemocrat. 24 A. When you lose peoplein the city, you lose
25 Q. And you don't remember the other one? 25 revenue. | mean, people spend money, and every time you
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lose revenue -- and that's on all levels. That'son
salestax level. That's on the ability to gain grants
and other things from the federal government. That'son
HUD dollars based on census count. You lose at all
levels when you lose people in the city, no matter what
they look like. But we'relosing alot of people. |
think, on average, we're losing about 2800 people ayear.

Q. Soyou talk about federal grants. What does the
city receive federal grantsfor?

A. Wéll, you're talking about HUD and all kinds of
other grants that the city may apply for. And you have
to remember that grants are competitive, so you're
competing for those based on need and based on
population, based on whatever your baseis.

Q. And since you've been acity councilman, what
has the city used grants for?

A. So much. | think maintenance vehicles. | think
we got some type of truck in the past. We've helped with
the fire department on grants. We've got specialized
park grants that we've gotten for infrastructure and new
parks. So quite abit.

Q. And as amember of the city council, do you
advocate for the city to get these grants?

A. When | have the opportunity to, yes, | will or |
do, or based on whether or not the mayor needs the city
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| only had, when | wasin office the last time, a
relationship with Palmer Hamilton, which gave me a
relationship with Richard Shelby. So | don't know what
Jerry Carl has done.

Q. Who is Palmer Hamilton?

A. Hewasalocal lobbyist, lawyer with Jones,
Walker, Miller, Hamilton.

Q. And before revitalization, what were your
priorities then?

A. Assuring that our neighborhoods were taken care
of, my district was taken care of, trying to make sure we
did things to the best of our ability to, you know, hold
down the crime and hold the mayor accountable for
maintaining and making sure we got the resources that we
needed.

Q. And revitalization, would that assist the City
of Mobile's economy?

A. Yes.

Q. Doesthe whole county benefit when the City of
Mobil€e's economy is doing well?

A. So goes Mobile, so goes the State of Alabama,
not just Mobile County. Y ou've got to remember, we have
the port here. 4.2 billion dollars in industry every
year goes all up and down our waterways and transported
everywhere. So when Mobileis strong, the state is
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council to approve him and move forward with the
application process, yes.

Q. What al goesinto whether the city gets a
grant?

A. Wédll, | don't write them, so | don't know what
goesinto them. | haven't written agrant, so | don't
know, but | think it'sabig effort. We also got the
Tiger Grant, too, which is an infrastructure grant that
goes through the heart of the more depressed areas, which
islower MLK.

Q. And --

A. | had to go back and add that because you asked
me what other grants did we have. That'sabig grant.

Q. What grant was that?

A. Tiger Grant.

Q. What wasthat?

A. Shoot, | can't even defineit for you, but it's
infrastructure improvement money that we used to improve
the streets and sidewalks and it will restore the street
on Martin Luther King Avenue.

Q. Doesthe congressman, the United States
congressman who represents the City of Mobile, does he or
she assist the City in receiving those grants?

A. | haven't talked to Jerry Carl very much. So |
can't answer that. | don't know what he's assisted with.
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Page 37
strong.

Q. DoesBaldwin County also benefit?

A. Of course.

Q. DoesBlack Belt counties benefit?

A. Of course.

Q. Does Mabile County benefit more than Black Belt
counties?

A. 1 would say that, but let me give you a prime
example. Mobileinvested in TK severa yearsago. We
invested 33-and-a-half-million dollarsin TK, and that is
up in Axis, Alabama, and that's above -- right there up
around Mount Vernon. So with that being at Mount Vernon,
you're getting people not just from Mobile County, but
you're getting people from Washington County, Conecuh
County and all these other counties that have an
opportunity to maintain employment right here in Mobile.
These are counties that are leading into the Black Belt,
and you may have people driving down also. But you also
have the ability for other smaller companiesto comein
and work at these plants when they were being built
because of Mobile'sinvestment of 33-and-half-million
dollars. | want to say that was somewhere between 2005
and 2010 or '12. | can't remember the exact date when
that investment -- No. It wasin my first year in
office. | want to say we made that investment somewhere
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1 between 2005 and 2009. 1 Q. What about Clarke County?
2 And when Mobile continues to make investments 2 A. No.
3 likethat in large corporations that are centralized, 3 Q. Do you know where Monroe County is?
4 then you're getting the ability to draw people from 4 A. That'sMonroeville. | want to say it's nine.
5 everywhere else. We have people that come from Baldwin 5 Q. What about Conecuh County?
6 County every day and work at Airbus and Austal. And 6 A. It'sright -- 65. Yeah, | know whereitisif
7 these are Mobile incentives where our chamber is bringing 7 I'mdrivingit, but | can't point it out on this map
8 thosein and our dollars are impacting those industries. 8 right now, but, yeah, | know where they are.
9 So doesit help the Black Belt and people living 9 Q. What about Sumter County?
10 upthere? | would say, yes. That oneinvestment did up 10 A. No, | don't know where that is. Choctaw County
11 there. 11 isjust to the north of the other one.
12 Q. And so when you say "the Black Belt," what are 12 Q. Which one?
13 you referencing? 13 A. It should bejust to the north of -- | think
14 A. I'mreferencing astring of counties that go 14 it'sjust to the north of Washington County. It's
15 from Mississippi over to Georgia that make up the Black 15 Baldwin, Mobile, Washington. Atmoreisin Escambia. So
16 Belt, and | would say that they call it the Black Belt 16 it'sBadwin, Mobile, Washington, Atmore, Conecuh.
17 because of the type of soil it had, and it was the 17 Escambiaisto theright, and then it's Choctaw, Marengo.
18 growing section of the State of Alabama. 18 | can't remember Demopolis. Demopoalis, Greene, and then
19 Q. And what all counties are in the Black Belt? 19 you start coming across the center.
20 A. | can't even name them anymore, but there are 20 Q. Do you know what number Choctaw is?
21 quitealot of them. | would say from Greene County over 21 A. I'mjust going in my mind how they go up top. |
22 to Pike; isthat right? Greene County being the 22 can't remember the order.
23 westernmost up against Mississippi and going all the way 23 Q. And so do you know where Macon County is on that
24 over to the other side of the county is a big stretch. 24 map, the number?
25 Q. Sowhich counties do you consider to be part of 25 A. It's Tuskegee.
Page 39 Page 41
1 theBlack Belt that you can recall? 1 Q. Do you know what number it would be on that map?
2 A. Marengo, Greene, Washington, Russell, Butler. | 2 A. No. It'sover hereto theright. | know it
3 can't name them anymore -- Conecuh, Escambia. | would 3 would bejust south and east of Montgomery County, and |
4 say onceyou start getting above Mobile and going 4 can't eventell you what it looks like on this map right
5 across-- did | say Russell? 5 now.
6 Q. Yes, you did. 6 Q. Do you know what number Montgomery County is?
7 A. I'mtrying to look at the map, but, yes. 7 A. | can't tell you what it looks like on this map
8 Q. Wédll, we can give you amap to look at. I'll 8 right now.
9 show you what we'll mark as Exhibit 1. 9 Q. Do you know what number Bullock County is?
10 (Exhibit 1 was marked for identification.) 10 A. No.
11 Q. I'll represent thisisamap of Alabama 11 Q. Russell County?
12 counties. 12 A. No.
13 A. | would start -- 13 Q. Barbour County?
14 Q. Wadll, I'll ask you aquestion. So do you know 14 A. No.
15 where Mobile County is on this map? 15 Q. I'm going to show you avideo. One second.
16 A. Yes. 16 A. | haven't had to do that exercisein so long.
17 Q. What number isit? 17 Q. Sowell mark this as Exhibit 2.
18 A. One. 18 (Exhibit 2 was marked for identification.)
19 Q. Do you know where Baldwin County is? 19 Q. I'll play thisvideo for you and you tell me if
20 A. Two. 20 you remember what it is.
21 Q. Washington County? 21 (Whereupon, Exhibit 2, a video was played.)
22 A. Seven. 22 Q. All right. Do you recognize that video?
23 Q. Escambia? 23 A. Yeah.
24 A. It'sright above us. Brewtonisto my right, so 24 Q. And was that you speaking?
25 it'sthree. 25 A. Yeah.
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1 Q. You agreed to that interview, correct? 1 farming, they're going to be strongest in the Black Belt.
2 A. Yes. 2 Youknow, if you're looking for white-collar jobs,
3 MR. MAULDIN: | will publish that as Exhibit 2. 3 there's more white collar-jobs and opportunitiesin
4 Q. Sointhat interview, you said, "So Mobile goes, 4 Mobile than anywhere else. So I'm sure there are some
5 sogoestheregion." 5 peoplethat actualy drive, make that drive from
6 A. Right. 6 somewherein one of those counties, Monroe County,
7 Q. What did you mean by "the region"? 7 Conecuh County, Evergreen, Escambia, Atmore, they're
8 A. Wdll, like | just said afew minutes ago, | 8 driving here every day for ajob opportunity and driving
9 mean, Mobile's economic base is huge. So when our 9 back, you know. So I'm sure Mobileis putting alot of
10 economy is strong, the regional economy is strong. 10 life up there.
11 Everybody feelsthe effect of what happens here. 11 Q. Do you have personal knowledge of people that
12 Q. What did you mean by "the region" in that video? 12 make the commute from those counties?
13 A. I'm talking about the metropolitan region of the 13 A. | know afew nursesthat do, that work at either
14 Mobile, Baldwin, Escambia County areas where peoplefeel | 14 USA or Mobile Infirmary.
15 theinfluence of this economy and what happens herein 15 Q. What counties do they commute from?
16 Mobile. I think it feeds the region. 16 A. | think Monroeville. | don't think. | know. |
17 Q. And so do you think Mobil€e's economy affects 17 know. They live-- Oneisin Frankfort, | think, and the
18 those -- like the region that you just referenced more 18 other -- God, | can't name the city, but it'sin Monroe
19 than other parts of Alabama? 19 County. Franklin. | think it's Franklin. Franklin, not
20 A. Wéll, let me say thisto you: Mabile's budget 20 Frankfort. | think it's Franklin.
21 is, | would say, just alittle north of 300 million 21 Q. And do you know anyone who commutes to work in
22 dollarsayear. Prichard's budget is probably less than 22 Mobile from Butler County?
23 60 million dollarsayear. Saraland's budget may be 80, 23 A. No, | can't say that | do.
24 90 million dollars ayear, maybe 100. Chickasaw's budget 24 Q. Pike County?
25 isvery low, just the same. 25 A. Can't say that | do.
Page 43 Page 45
1 So when people need things and their tax dollars 1 Q. Barbour?
2 are spent and they need to purchase things, they're 2 A. Can't say that | do.
3 coming to Mobile to get what they need. They're coming 8 Q. Bullock?
4 hereto find their resources. They're working inside of 4 A. Can't say that | do, no.
5 our city limits. So when you say is Mobil€e's economy is 5 Q. Macon?
6 stronger than most of the other cities in the region, 6 A. No, | don't know.
7 yes, because this is where people are working, thisis 7 Q. Russell?
8 where people are buying, buying the things they need, and 8 A. | don't know.
9 thisiswhere people are getting the resources they need 9 Q. So, asfar as you know, the people you know is
10 to make their areas go. 10 Monroe County?
11 So, yes, Mobil€e's economy is stronger than, | 11 A. They're the closer counties. | would say
12 would say, other regional counties as far north as -- We 12 Conecuh, Escambia, Washington, maybe alittle further
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probably have the strongest economy as far north as when
you get up to Montgomery.

Q. So do you think the counties within the region,
though, depend on Maobile more than counties like
Montgomery County, Bullock County, Pike County?

A. Depends on the type of work the people need and
the people do. Y ou've got to remember, people are driven
by the type of work they can do. If they're looking for
blue-collar welders, then they're going to be in Mobile
welding for Austal or at ashipyard. Y ou're not going to
go to Montgomery to find that type work. Y ou're not
going to find that type of work in Monroeville.

If you're looking for agricultural work and
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north than that, around Demopolis, but we have people
that come here and work every day, especially, | would
say, more so in our medical industry, now that | think
about it because of South Alabama -- South Alabama
extends all over the county now, and so does Mobile
Infirmary. So | would think there are people that drive
down here to provide that service as needed.

Q. But no counties east of Conecuh County?

MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form.

Q. You can answer.

A. | can't tell you exactly because | don't know.
| would have to touch the people and know who they are.
So you're making me guess.
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1 Q. No. I'm asking within your knowledge. 1 A. May take my wife to the mall or may go down to
2 A. Not that | know of personally. 2 thebeach. | may go deep-seafishing and leave from
3 Q. Do you travel to any of the Black Belt counties? 3 Sportsman's Marinalike we talked about earlier.
4 A. Oh, God, yeah. 4 Q. What beach do you go to?
5 Q. Which ones? 5 A. Gulf Shores, Navarre, Orange Beach. It depends
6 A. Greene County. I'min Monroe abunch. Matter 6 ontheday.
7 of fact, | just finished an addition in Monroe County at 7 Q. How often do you go to the beaches there?
8 Coastal Alabama Community College for Dr. Pouncey just-- | 8 A. Not very often.
9 Wefish on the Alabama River up there. My mother has 9 Q. How often do you go to the mall in Baldwin
10 property in Gosport, Alabamain Grove Hill. | go across 10 County?
11 84 all the time, Perdue Hill, Grove Hill, Silas, 11 A. You'vegot to ask my wifethat. | don't
12 Thomasville. Yes, | have some exposure up there. 12 remember.
13 Q. What counties would those be? 13 Q. But you said you go to Baldwin County, |
14 A. You'reasking -- | can't tell you, but I'min 14 believe, afew times a month?
15 the Black Belt quite a bit, and they're probably in the 15 A. Probably. | mean, | go through there al the
16 closer proximity counties, Greene County, | know. Eutaw, | 16 time. | may not stop, but -- Y ou know, when you ask do |
17 E-U-taw. Eutaw isagood place, alot of fishing on the 17 go, | mean, I'm telling you when | actually stop. When
18 dam up there alittle bit. They like to catfish. 18 you drivethrough, it doesn't count.
19 Q. Doyou travel to any of the Black Belt counties 19 Q. Why do you drive through it?
20 east of Monroe County? 20 A. | may go that way to go to Brewton, or | may go
21 A. During football afew years ago, yes, Central 21 that way to go to Atmore, just other reasons.
22 Phenix City, around the Auburn area alittle bit, but | 22 Q. What county is Brewton in?
23 haven't been over there since my oldest son was heavily 23 A. lIsn't that Escambia County? Isn'tit? | don't
24 involved in football and the playoffs and all those 24 know. Escambia County.
25 thingson aregular basis. 25 Q. Sowhy do you go to Brewton?
Page 47 Page 49
1 Q. And do you travel to Baldwin County frequently? 1 A. We'retrying to close a contract with Alabama
2 A. | would say average, yeah. 2 State and Southern Normal. The property is Southern
3 Q. Average? What do you mean? 3 Normal. It'sin Brewton. It used to be aboarding
4 A. | mean, I'm not over there every day, but I'm 4 school for minorities.
5 probably over there two or three times a month or four 5 Q. How often do you travel there?
6 timesamonth. Let'ssee. Two yearsago, | waswith the 6 A. Say again.
7 Highland Group helping them, so | was over there every 7 Q. How often do you travel to Brewton?

8 day. 8 A. Now, maybe -- It's only been once amonth. For
9 Q. What'sthe Highland Group? 9 awhile, it was every day. | would say -- Thisis 2024.
10 A. It'sanother general contracting company. 10 So 20 wasBrewton. So '20, it was probably -- between

11 They're commercial guys. | was over there helping close 11 '20 and '23, three, four times a week.

12 out two projects. | wasin Brewton with them for ayear 12 Q. What isyour understanding of the Congressional
13 helping them close out Provalus, and then | did 13 redistricting process?

14 estimating and project management and preconstruction 14 A. What do you want to know about my understanding?
15 servicesfor them for alittle while. That'sin Foley. 15 Q. When doesit happen?

16 Q. And the company you referenced, are they based 16 A. When?

17 in Baldwin County? 17 Q. Yes.

18 A. Yes. 18 A. It'salready happened, the Congressional

19 Q. And you were working on a project in Baldwin 19 redistricting. You talking about district two?

20 County? 20 Q. No, just redistricting in general.

21 A. No. | wasworking on a project in Brewton and 21 A. Well, based on the census count that's done

22 in Monroeville. 22 every 10 years, then we're required to reapportion,

23 Q. Sowhy do you travel to Baldwin County now? 23 whether it's at the municipal, state or at the federal

24 A. Just for fun. 24 level, and when the census count tells us that we have
25 Q. What do you do there? 25 more of one population in our base, then we have to
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1 realign the districts to accommodate that. 1 Q. Sodo you think it hurts the Black Belt's
2 Q. Do you know the population trend in the Black 2 economy when people move?
3 Bedlt of Alabama as of the most recent census? 3 A. WEell, when you don't have the economic base for
4 A. No, | don't. 4 peopleto work there, it's not hurting anything. Y ou got
5 Q. Doyou know if it's generally increasing or 5 toremember, in order for it to hurt the economy, you've
6 decreasing? 6 got to have something that's driving the economy. In
7 A. No, | don't, but | would think that the 7 order to have something driving the economy, you've got
8 population in the Black Belt is more minority than it is 8 to have somebody to get it there, and, really, there's no
9 magjority. 9 real economy stretching across the Black Belt. Y ou have
10 Q. What do you mean by that? 10 spots. You've got Tuskegee. You have Monroeville. You
11 A. There are more blacks in the Black Belt than 11 have Central Phenix City. You have these little small
12 there are whites. 12 spots, but you don't really have any drivers. Y our
13 Q. And you mentioned earlier people from the Black 13 higgest driver in the Black Belt isthe agricultural
14 Belt coming to the City of Mobile for work. We talked 14 industry, and when you can't do that, you have to find
15 about people commuting. Do people move from the Black | 15 somewhere to work.
16 Belt to Mobile to work? 16 Q. | believe you also said earlier that when people
17 A. Inmy case, | would say no. Some of the 17 move out of Mobile, one of the reasonsit hurts the city
18 concrete finishersdon't. They come and work as needed. 18 isbecauseit losesthe tax base.
19 You know, the roofers come and go as needed, but nobody 19 A. You losethe tax base, but alot of timesin the
20 hasrealy moved here yet, you know, in my immediate 20 Black Belt, the people aren't moving out. They're just
21 experience. Thetwo nurses| told you about, they still 21 coming hereto work. They're spending their money
22 liveupthere. They just come every day. Oh, wait. | 22 somewhere else. They're also spending money while
23 wasabout to lie. A girl | know very well just moved 23 they're here, but they're also spending money at home,
24 hereto teach. She'sfrom Greene County . She now L 24__meaning in the city that they're from.
25 teaches here and just moved to Mobile from the Black 25 Q. So are you suggesting that, to your knowledge,
Page 51 Page 53
1 Bedlt. 1 not many people move from the Black Belt to the City of
2 Q. Do you know why she moved here? 2 Mobilefor work?
3 A. Need for employment. 8 A. | can't tell you what those numbers are, and I'm
4 Q. She needed employment? 4 not suggesting. |I'm just saying that people come and go
5 A. She needed employment. 5 towork and better themselves. | can't tell you what
6 Q. Do you know other people who have moved fromthe | 6 that number is.
7 Black Belt to the City of Mobile? 7 Q. But based on people who you know?
8 A. From years ago, yes, but not in the recent 8 A. Based on the few people | know, and you can't
9 years. 9 usethat as some type of exponent either. I've got a
10 Q. Do you know why they moved here? 10 small realm of people. | may know quite afew people,
11 A. Both better living conditions and better 11 but you can't put an exponent on that.
12 employment. 12 Q. Yes, but the question is based on the people you
13 Q. Sodoyou think it'sfair to say that the 13 know.
14 economic opportunities are better in Mobile than the 14 A. People | know come here to work, and they go
15 Black Belt? 15 back and forth. There'sareal need up there for some
16 A. Wéll, you've got to remember the Black Belt has 16 help and somebody that's going to drive their economy,
17 been overlooked for along time, hasn't been awhole ot 17 somebody that's going to continue to work for that area
18 of dollars spent there. Just look at the school systems 18 every day. They need adifferent type of representation.
19 up there and infrastructure. They have areal need for 19 Q. What do you mean they need a different type of
20 real representation, and somebody's got to get them some 20 representation?
21 resources. 21 A. They need someone -- That region needs to be
22 Q. And | believe you said earlier that when people 22 represented by someone that is totally looking at that
23 move outside of the City of Mobile, it hurts the City of 23 region every day and understands it, understands the
24 Mobil€e's economy, correct? 24 climate, the people, understands the industry and what's
25 A. It does. 25 needed, but also, at the same time, understands how those
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1 regions merge with cities like Mobile and understand 1 telling you when | say that?
2 thoserelationships. That's something that's been 2 | mean, those relationships help to steady the
3 overlooked for along time. 3 Black Belt, especialy when they didn't have
4 Q. How do these cities merge with places like 4 representation that either thought like them or wanted to
5 Mobile? 5 vote like them but needed to get a voice to someone that
6 A. I'veexplained that several times. Through the 6 could possibly hear them. And | remember those days very
7 opportunity for better education, better job 7 vividly.
8 opportunities, better standard of living, better places 8 Q. So am | understanding you correctly, you're
9 to buy clothing. | mean, people have to come hereto 9 saying that the City of Mobile has more influence
10 get, sometimes, their needs, their basic needs. There 10 politically than the Black Belt counties?
11 areno mallsin the Black Belt. There may be afew 11 A. Yes, sir, it does.
12 Wamarts, but there are no mallsin the Black Belt. 12 Q. And that's why you need to pair the two
13 Q. Sowhy does, you know, those factors you just 13 together?
14 listed, why do those mean that Mobile should be in the 14 A. | would think that the influence of the
15 same Congressional district as the Black Belt counties? 15 population base here helps the Black Belt very strongly
16 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form. 16 when there's aneed.
17 Q. You can answer. 17 Q. And which counties of the Black Belt does it
18 A. Why does that mean? | don't determine who draws 18 help?
19 thelines. And what doesit mean? Because the way | see 19 A. | can't really tell you which countiesit helps.
20 it, you guys haveonly -- | say "you guys," they've only 20 | would expect it helps them all, especially when there's
21 put aportion of Maobile into the Congressional district 21 ahuge voting block here that votes to elect someone who
22 two, if that's what you're asking. The whole county is 22 isalike-minded thinker of the population base on which
23 not there. 23 it'sbeing represented.
24 Q. I'mtalking about the city. 24 Q. And what voting block is that?
25 A. Thecity? 25 A. | think they're Democrats.
Page 55 Page 57
1 Q. Soyou said that -- 1 Q. Did you see the 2021 Congressional map that the
2 A. | would think, and | said thisto you earlier, 2 legislature passed and the governor signed?
3 that theinner city of Mobileis pretty purple. Sowhen 3 A. | don't remember it, but I've heard awhole ot
4 you draw those lines to differentiate between Democrats 4 about it.
5 and Republicans, then | think that the population base 5 Q. Did you see the 2023 map that the legislature
6 givesabetter opportunity for someone to elect someone 6 passed?
7 of their choosing. 7 A. | don't remember.
8 Q. So going back alittle bit. You said that the 8 Q. Sothisisthe map that the legislature passed
9 Black Belt needs a representative who understands the 9 after thefirst district court ruling.
10 connection between the Black Belt and the City of Mobile. 10 A. It wasrejected, right? The one that was
11 Do you think the City of Mobile and the Black Belt should | 11 rejected?
12 bein the same Congressional district? 12 Q. Thefirst onethat was rejected was the 2021
13 A. Sure. 13 map, and then the 2023 map was the second one.
14 Q. Why? 14 A. And wasit also rejected?
15 A. Wéll, let me put it to you thisway: | grew up 15 Q. Yes. I'll mark this as Exhibit 3.
16 -- My mother worked for John J. Sparkman first, Howell 16 (Exhibit 3 was marked for identification.)
17 Heflin second, then Richard Gephardt third. So | grew up 17 Q. Have you seen this map before?
18 campaigning and being young going from Mobile through the| 18 A. Not that | remember. So oneisBadwin and
19 Black Belt helping get Heflin reelected and putting 19 Mobile, Escambia and Covington. Isthat not right?
20 thingsin the street. So | have a strong relationship 20 Q. That's correct.
21 with the Black Belt, and | livein Mobile. So when you 21 A. And then two is Coffee, Geneva, Dale, Houston
22 say that you have relationships between Mobile and the 22 and Henry. And all of these, Lowndes, Montgomery, all
23 Black Belt, then you do, because if it wasn't for 23 these other areas over here, the color is kind of shaded,

N N
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Mobil€e's strength, then the Black Belt doesn't get heard,

especialy during those days. Do you understand what I'm

24
25

but | think I've got it. Follow the black lines, right?
Q. Yes, thebold lines.
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1 A. Okay. I'mlooking at it. 1  A. Yourvoiceisn't heard.

2 Q. Do you have any impression of this map? 2 Q. What do you mean "your voice isn't heard"?

3 A. What do you call "impressions'? 3 A. Let'sjust say that if someone wantsto put a

4 Q. Do you have any positive or negative reactionto 4 million dollars or 20 million dollars into the port but

5 any of thedigtrictsin this map? 5 you have a section of the city that needs 10 million

6 A. Areyou asking me historically or future, 6 dollars, then that money is going to go to the port

7 because this map doesn't meet the goal of the census 7 beforeit goes to a section of the city that's dying

8 count that was done in 2020? 8 because that's where the interest is. That's what I'm

9 Q. What do you mean by that? 9 saying.
10 A. Well, | mean, based on the census count, there's| 10 Q. Would the City of Mobile benefit from all that
11 aneed for an additional majority-minority district, and | 11 money being injected into the port?
12 thisjust doesn't do it. 12 A. Some, but the people are the drivers of this
13 Q. Why isthere aneed for additional 13 country, also, and not just big business, and alot of
14 magjority-minority -- 14 timeswe need to get resources to where the people are
15 A. Thelaw basically saysif you have a census 15 and not just where industry is. And that's another
16 count at a certain number, then we adjust for -- and 16 reason why people leave certain cities.
17 based on the population of the state, then there's 17 Q. Isthat areason why people have left the City
18 another need for a majority-minority district, and this | 18 of Mobile?
19 isnot doing it, not looking at these lines. 19  A. I would say some of the people that left the
20 Q. What do you think of district one? 20 City of Mobile were leaving because they wanted bigger
21 A. What are you asking me about? 21 vyardsand bigger houses and places to get that, and you
22 Q. What do you think about Maobile, Baldwin, 22 just don't get those lot sizesinside the City of Mobile
23 Escambiaand Covington being in -- 23 now. Mogt lot sizes are small, so they venture to
24 A. How so? You've got to be more specific. What | 24 Baldwin County so they can have five acres and a house.
25 areyou asking me? What do | think? | can think 25 Q. Sowhoisyour current Congressional

Page 59 Page 61

1 100,000 things. Be more specific. What are you asking 1 representative?

2 me? 2 A. Jerry Carl.

3 Q. Do you think it makes sense to have those four 3 Q. Doyoufed like he represents you?

4 countiesin the same district? 4 A. 1 know who heis, but | really don't know him.

5 A. It depends on what goal whoever drew thelineis 5 Q. Who was the representative before Jerry Carl?

6 trying to accomplish. It looks like somebody istrying 6 A. Joe Bonner.

7 to create a Republican stronghold with those four 7 Q. Who?

8 counties, if you ask me. 8 A. Joe Bonner.

9 Q. Do you think they have the same economic 9 Q. Hewasyour Congressional representative?
10 interest? 10 A. I'mtrying to remember. It was Bradley -- Joe,
11 A. | would think that -- No. Escambiawould be a 11 Bradley, Jerry. | can't even remember them anymore.
12 little bit different from Baldwin and Mobile. Covington 12 It'sout of order, but one of those three.
13 isdefinitely different. But the population base based 13 Q. Do you think it was Bradley Byrne?
14 on the way people vote in those counties or in Baldwin, 14 A. Could have been. Probably so. And then did Joe
15 Escambiaand Covington are the same. That's atrue 15 come before Bradley? | can't remember anymore. Look,
16 bleed, if you ask me. Mobile, outside of 65, istrue 16 Joeand Bradley areredly good friends, so | can't
17 red, too. Soyou get -- If you're blue in these four 17 remember the order anymore. Jerry Carl isn't that a
18 counties, you'relost. You're unrepresented. 18 closeafriend. | grew up around Bradley all the time,
19 Q. Isthat why you don't like district one? 19 and | knew Joe, too, and | knew Sonny and all that bunch
20 A. It'snot why | don't likeit. I'm just telling 20 because my mother was so tied to politics. So the order
21 you thetruth. If you're bluein these four counties, 21 ismixed up in my head right now. | can't remember.
22 thenyou'relost. You're not represented because you're 22 Q. I'msorry. Did you say Bradley and someone else
23 going to get overpowered by the people that are 23 wereclosefriends. Close friends of yours?
24 represented on the other side. 24 A. Yes.
25 Q. What do you mean "you're not represented”? 25 Q. And Bradley Byrne was your Congressional
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representative?

A. | don't remember the dates. Y ou asked me what
was the succession. | don't remember right now. | could
tell when you Bradley was a Democrat. | could tell you
when Joe was a Democrat. | could tell you when all those
guys were Democrats and probably the year it all started
changing, probably before you guys were born.

Q. Why do you think it started changing?

A. | think people chose parties because of

political expediency back then. Some changed for the
ease of election. Some changed for other reasons.
Bradley ran for the state board of education under the
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have you ever interacted with a congressman to advance
your district's interests?

A. Not redly, no.

Q. Sowhen you were talking to Bradley Byrne about
issues you saw in the community, wasthat just in a
personal capacity?

A. Yeah, when things needed to be adjusted and
money needed to be placed and people needed to be hel ped.

Q. How did you know him?

A. | grew up with him -- well, grew up around him.
| was younger than he was, but I've been intrenched in
the political arenawith him, my mother and othersfor a

13 Democratic ticket and won and then later changed, changed | 13 long time.
14 parties. That was hisfirst office held. 14 Q. Did he go to school with you?
15 Q. So Bradley Byrne at one point was your 15 A. No. Hewent to UMS. I'm 55, so Bradley has got
16 Congressiona representative? 16 tobeat least 12 years ahead of me or better, maybe
17 A. That's correct, and he was a Republican at that 17 more. So, no, | didn't go to school with him.
18 time, if | remember right. 18 Q. Andishefrom the City of Mobile?
19 Q. Do you think he represented you? 19 A. Asfar as| know.
20 A. Represented me because I've known him since | 20 Q. Do you think he understood the City of Mobile
21 was seven yearsold, and | could pick up the phone and 21 wel?
22 call himin person and say, That ain't right, and that's 22 A. Yeah.
23 theway | said it, That ain't right and things need to be 23 Q. And itsconcerns? Do you think that's important
24 done. And I've got a pretty big voice when it comes to 24 for whoever represents the City of Mobile in Congress?
25 that, especialy when he's known my whole family. 25 A. Extremely important that the person that
Page 63 Page 65
1 Q. But would he listen to you? 1 representsthisregion isfrom this area and understands
2 A. Yeah. Still does. 2 it. There'sso many dynamics that they would have to be
3 Q. What does he do now? 3 from here and have an intrinsic knowledge of the people
4 A. He'spresident of the chamber of commercein 4 and theindustries and the things that affect not just
5 Mobile. 5 Mobile but that affect the outlying areas and the region.
6 Q. Of the City of Maobile? 6 Q. And so when you just referenced this region,
7 A. Well, it'sthe Mobile County chamber, | believe. 7 what region are you talking about?
8 Q. So when Bradley Byrne was your representative, 8 A. I'mtalking about probably as far north as up to
9 you felt your voice was heard? 9 where the next major industry is, which would be
10 A. Depends on whether or not | needed to call him 10 Montgomery. | mean, Mobile affects a huge portion of
11 or not on issues that affected our area or the areas that 11 this state, and whether you know it or not, with our port
12 needed to be -- needed to feel some change. 12 being here as strong asit is, it affects alot of the
13 Q. And did he work with you to benefit your -- 13 state. It affects people who don't even realizeit. So
14 Sorry. Let'sback up. Strike that. 14 | would think that whoever represents Mobile has to have
15 Were you a city councilman when hewasin 15 astrong knowledge of the port, has to have a strong
16 office? 16 knowledge of Austal and Airbus and other major industry,
17 A. | don't think so. 17 hasto have a strong knowledge of what's happening from
18 Q. Do you know who your congressman would have been| 18 here up through the Black Belt and then all the way up to
19 your first term asacity councilman? 19 Montgomery, because, if not, you kind of get lost, you
20 A. | can't remember. | just don't. I'm sorry. 20 know, because of what we do here.
21 That was'05. Somebody tell me who was therein '05. 21 Q. So do you think someone from Montgomery County
22 Q. I'll stick to the questions for now. 22 would have a strong understanding of the Mobile Bay and
23 A. It wasn't Sonny, so who wasit? Wasit Joe? It 23 itssignificance?
24 wasn't Joe either. | don't remember. 24 A. No.
25 Q. I'll putitthisway: Asacity councilman, 25 Q. Where -- Arethere any particular counties where
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you think that person would need to be from?

A. Well, | would think that the peoplein
Montgomery that really understand Mobile would be the
people that deal with the waterways and are relying on
what things come up through the port and, you know, those
type of logisticsissues. But the peoplethat just live
there, | wouldn't think they have a strong understanding
of our port here and how it works.

Q. Do you think it would be important for the
representative to be from Maobile County?

A. | think that the person that represents -- Are
you talking specifically about this district two now?

Q. No. I'mjust talking about whoever represents
the interests of, you know, the Mobile Bay, the City of
Mobile, because you were talking about how whoever
represents, you know, this area because of the
significance to the region needs to have a deep
understanding of it. So would someone just from the
County of Mobile have a deep understanding of the
significance of the City of Mobile and the bay?

A. From Mobile County?

Q. Yes.

A. It depends on who that person is, and normally
that person that's running, you look for those
characteristicsin that person, how well do they

© 00N O~ WwWwN -

NNNRNRNNNREERRRRRR R R R
O R WNPOOO®NOUNMWNLERERO

Page 68
the port and what it does, just the average person over
there.

Q. So doesthe term "community of interest" mean
anything to you? Have you heard that term before?

A. Yeah.

Q. What does it mean to you?

A. Which community are you asking about?

Q. Just the phrase, "community of interest." Does
that mean anything to you?

A. Well, I mean, when | hear the term, |
immediately think of what area of high interest that, you
know, I'm wanting to hear about and be concentrated on.
Y ou know, thisis the community of interest we're talking
about. Thisisthe areathat has the most need and has
the most interest in it right now. That'swhat | would
immediately think and have come to mind.

Q. Doyou think -- Have you heard the term
"community of interest" be used in the redistricting
context ever?

A. With me paying attention, | don't remember. So
many conversations, | don't know. | couldn't confirm or
deny.

Q. Soif you'relooking at two different areas to
determine whether they should be in the same
Congressiona district and you want to say, Okay, isthis

© 0 ~NOoO 0o WN PP

I = =
N wWN PO

NNNNNE R R s
EWNPRFEP O © N o 0

N
(&)

Page 67
understand the workings of our county as it works with

all the surrounding counties and those needs. | mean,
that'saprincipal part of leadership, and that's a
principal part of decision-making when it comesto
€lecting someone that's going to represent you.

Q. Do you think someone from Baldwin County would
be likely to have that understanding?

A. | would say in the past, you've never seen
anybody from Baldwin County elected to represent this
area.

Q. Do you think Baldwin County residents,
generaly --

A. | just answered that. | don't think so. |
don't think we've had an elected official that has been
from Baldwin County to represent this area.

Q. Do you think Baldwin County residents
understand?

MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form.

A. No. | don't think -- For along time, Baldwin
County was so rural that they were more concentrated on
agricultural needs. It'sjust been in the last 20, 30
years that they've seen the population boom along the
coast and their tourism dollars grow to the record they
have and the cities like Foley started to grow. So |
would say they wouldn't have the intrinsic knowledge of
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acommunity of interest, do they have the same history,

values, economic interest, etc., have you heard community
of interest used in that --

A. Well, when you put it in that terms, you're
talking about people that are looking -- Are you talking
about communities of interest that are willing to be
strung together in order to represent somebody that's
going to be able to represent their interests based on, |
think, their ideology or philosophy? In that case, yeah.

Q. So do you think economic interests are important
in deciding whether people can come together to be in the
same district?

A. Yes

NNNNNRE R R B R R
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Q. What are the most important sectors of the
Mobile economy, the City of Mobile?

A. What are the drivers here? Most people think
it's other things, but probably our biggest driver in our
economy here is the port, probably is our biggest
economic engine here. Then, secondly, would be probably
our med industry through South Alabama. It's growing
strong. And then Austal and Airbus after that would be
third and fourth. And believeit or not, our school
system would be in there, too. | think they have about
4500 employees. They would be part of our drivers,
especialy when it comesto receiving paychecks. That's
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1 just me thinking off the top of my head. 1 It'stwo hoursto New Orleans, three and a half hours to
2 Q. What are the important geographical features? 2 Tallahassee, five and a half to Jacksonville, four and a
3 A. In Mobile? Water. 3 half to Atlanta. So thisis adrive market, two and a
4 Q. Do you think that -- 4 half to Montgomery and three and a half to Birmingham.
5 A. 30 minutes, you can be in international water 5 So | would say automotive transportation is number one.
6 from the Port of Mobile. That's huge. You can't get 6 Number two would probably be air transport. Buses and
7 therelike that from New Orleans. So when it comes to 7 thingslike that would be on the low end of it.

8 international shipping, that's abig deal. Plus, we have 8 Q. And what are the important educational
9 awater system that goes all the way up north. We even 9 ingtitutions of the City of Mobile?

10 havethe Tennessee-Tombigbee. That doesn't see as much 10 A. Higher education?

11 transport asit used to, but, I mean, we have a huge 11 Q. Yes.

12 waterway system here when it comes to geographic systems | 12 A. South Alabama, University of Mobile, Coastal

13 that goes from Mobile to Selmaand Montgomery. Sothat's | 13 Alabama Community College, Bishop State.

14 probably one of our biggest geographical features. 14 Q. Areal of those in the City of Mobile?

15 We've got great land here, good residential 15 A. No. Bishop State, USA, Spring Hill College.

16 growth base, but we're clustered downtown wherewe can't | 16 Q. And are those important as employers or just --

17 do anything. We need some revitalization to get that 17 A. Both.

18 stuff straightened out. 18 Q. Okay. Both. So asacity councilman, do you

19 Q. Do you think it makes sense to base 19 think your constituents have similar interests?

20 Congressional districts around geography or account for 20 A. Yes.

21 geography? 21 Q. What interests do you think those are?

22 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to form. 22 A. Be more specific because you don't know my

23 Q. You can answer. 23 interests. What interests are you asking about?

24 A. You'retalking about following county lines? 24 Q. Your constituents, do they care about the same

25 Q. No, I'm talking about the Port of Mobile. 25 policy initiatives?

Page 71 Page 73
1 A. What about the port? Having the port in one 1 A. | think my constituents care alot about
2 regionand -- 2 revitalization, historic preservation, infrastructure
3 Q. Yes, or accessto the ocean, rivers. 3 improvements, neighborhood improvements, revitalization
4 A. Wéll, if you have two separate representatives 4 the need for revitalization in areas that have been
5 representing the port, then both need to have aclear 5 underserved.
6 understanding of it. | think if you have one that 6 Q. And do you think that's across the board?
7 doesn't, then we'll have a hard time sometimes, but if 7 A. | would say right now, 70/30. | mean, my
8 that person has a strong enough knowledge base and can 8 district is62/38, and | would say that 60 percent of the
9 catch up and understand the true value of the port to the 9 peoplethat aretruly from those areas are al in. |

10 state, then we may have a chance. But, you know, other 10 would say another portion of those people that are from

11 than that, no. 11 thewedlthier streams that don't see those neighborhoods

12 Q. Soif Mobile County is divided into two 12 want more for their area but also understand the big need

13 different Congressional districts and neither one 13 torevitalize those areas.

14 understood the port -- 14 Q. Soisthere a specific portion of your district

15 A. Then you'd have a problem. 15 that is wedthier than the others?

16 Q. You would have a problem? 16 A. Yes. | havetherichest of the -- Look,

17 A. Yeah, if neither one understood, we would have a 17 district two, | don't know if you've asked the other

18 problem. That's why it's so important to be able to 18 councilmen this. District two is the heart of the city.

19 elect someone from the region that understands, and | 19 Anything and everything about the city resides here. |

20 think everybody here understands that. 20 havetherichest of the rich and the poorest of the poor.

21 Q. What's the important transportation 21 Atonepoint, | had every housing project, every lower

22 infrastructure to the City of Mobile? 22 subdivision. | had the oldest -- till have the ol dest

23 A. Right now, transportation? Thisisadrive 23 parts of thecity. And on the other end, | have the

24 region. So cars are more important than anything else. 24 richest parts of the city with Oakleigh and the most

N
o1

People here drive three and a half hours, on average.

N
ol

historic part of it. | have Government Street with all
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1 itswealth and mansions and historic replica, asy'all 1 going to see many minorities at the major parading
2 have seen coming into our city. I've got every ounce of 2 organizations balls, but you will see them at the balls
3 it. I'vegot downtown. I've got the business district. 3 that are hosted by minorities.
4 | havethe port. | have everything all the way to the 4 Q. Why don't you see them at the major balls, |
5 Port of Chickasaw. | have Plateau which encompasses 5 think you referred to them as?
6 Africatown. You guysare all aware of what's happening 6 A. Man, look, if | get an invitation, I'd be
7 up there with the finding of the Clotilda and the history 7 surprised, and it's all about who invites who, but we do
8 of the slaves that landed there in that community that's 8 invite othersfor our balls, yes, and they do attend.
9 been left out for solong. So district two is quite 9 But, | mean, | think | made the statement two weeks ago
10 diverse. 10 at thecivic center's function where | said, Hey, | did
11 Q. And did you say that some of the wealthy 11 receive an invitation once to a ball and actually went
12 constituents you have are in favor of revitalization and 12 and watched the tableau and danced one dance and | eft.
13 some are not? 13 That's been 20 years ago.
14 A. A small percentage. They're more concerned 14 Q. What was that you watched?
15 about fixing the potholes on the street than putting 15 A. Thetableau. You would say cal-outs. It's
16 money into a neighborhood that realy needsit that's 16 caled atableau.
17 failing. And sometimes you have to put money where 17 Q. Okay. But your constituents attend paradesin
18 there'sahigger need than a small pothole on the street 18 the City of Mobile?
19 that might be able to wait for a few months or so. It 19 A. Yes.
20 makes ahig difference, especially with people's lives. 20 Q. Do you know if any of them go to Baldwin County
21 Q. Do you think that interests -- | assume -- Do 21 to celebrate Mardi Gras?
22 you meet with constituents regularly? 22 A. | don't know.
23 A. Regularly. 23 Q. Do you know if people from Baldwin County come
24 Q. And you're from your council district? 24 to--
25 A. I'velived in this council district for 55 25 A. Mobile?
Page 75 Page 77
1 years, and I'm 55 years old, except for thetime | wasin 1 Q. -- Mobile to celebrate Mardi Gras?
2 college and travel and doing other things, but | was 2 A. Oh, yes.
3 aways here. 3 Q. Arethe Mardi Gras celebrations here larger than
4 Q. Do you think the interests of your white 4 in Baldwin County?
5 constituentsin general differ from the interests of your 5 A. Yes.
6 black constituents? 6 Q. Do the activities of the Maobile Airport
7 A. Depends on what the immediate need is at the 7 Authority affect your constituents?
8 time, but, yes. 8 A. Yes.
9 Q. When you say "depends on the immediate needs," 9 Q. How?
10 what do you mean? 10 A. Areyou talking about the board or the growth of
11 A. Everybody wants their streets fixed. Everybody 11 theairport?
12 wantstheir sidewalks fixed, but not everybody wants a 12 Q. Let's start with the growth of the airport.
13 neighborhood restored. 13 A. Well, it makesit easier for people downtown
14 Q. But, in general, do they want the same things 14 which arein my district to gain access to planes or
15 for thecity? 15 travel easier than driving all the way out to West
16 A. Basically, we al do. Wewant lesscrime. We 16 Mobile.
17 want better living conditions and quality of life. We 17 Q. And does that benefit the city's economy?
18 want entertainment. We want al the things that make our 18 A. | don't know if it's a benefit to the city's
19 city go. 19 economy, but it isavery useful tool, and depending on
20 Q. Speaking of entertainment, do your constituents 20 how many additional flights we get in and out and -- You
21 celebrate Mardi Gras? 21 know, | don't know if the city -- | need to look at the
22 A. Yes, sir. | livefive housesfrom the main 22 map, but | don't know if the regional airport iswithin
23 route. 23 thecity limitsor if it'sjust attached. | need to look
24 Q. Do they go to parades and ballsin Mobile? 24 atthat. I'm basing that on tickets sold and tax
25 A. Balls are somewhat segregated here. Y ou're not 25 revenue.
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1 Q. And what about just the decisions of the 1 find aconsensus with the administration to do affordable
2 authority in general, aside from -- 2 housing in those underserved neighborhoods that we talked
3 A. | haven't really thought about it. 3 about to help revitalize them.
4 Q. DoesBaldwin County benefit from the airport 4 Q. Doyouknow if affordable housing is an issuein
5 expansion? 5 Black Belt counties?
6 A. God, yeah. They don't haveto driveal theway| 6  A. | don't know specificaly, but, | mean, it's
7 to Pensacolaanymore. It'san easier in and out for 7 been -- With the current rate of economy and inflation,
8 them, too. It helps. 8 affordable housing has been anissuein alot of places.
9 Q. What do you mean "it'san easier in and out"? 9 So| can't make that assumption without knowing their
10 A. Wdll, | mean, they don't haveto drive al the 10 demographics and knowing what's going on.
11 way to theregional airport that'sin West Mobile, and | 11 MR. MAULDIN: So can we go off the record for a
12 they don't haveto drive al the way to Pensacolafor | 12 minute?
13 thosethat are just across the border in Daphne. Soit | 13 (An off-the-record break was taken, after which
14 helps peoplein Fairhope. There's acloser regional 14 thefollowing occurred:)
15 airport where they can get to and from where they are. | 15 MR. MCKAY: ThisaCharles McKay, and we -- for
16 Also, it helpsus, especialy if they stop and buy dinner| 16 Secretary Allen, we are going to wait an hour, and then
17 or get ahamburger on the way to the airport, increases | 17 come back on the record so that Councilman Carroll can do
18 our tax base, too. 18 something. And in about an hour, we are willing to
19 Q. Doesthe Alabama Port Authority affect your 19 resume the deposition. Do y'all agree to that?
20 constituents? 20 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Yeah. That works for the
21 A. Beingit's probably the largest economic driver |21 Caster Plaintiffs.
22 that we have and people that arein my district, some | 22 (An off-the-record break was taken, after which
23 that work there, yes, it affectsit. 23 thefollowing occurred:)
24 Q. Do alarge percentage of your constituentswork | 24 BY MR. MAULDIN:
25 there? 25 Q. So we're back on the record after Councilman
Page 79 Page 81
1 A. | have many people that work for the ILA, which 1 Carroll needed a break to run some errands.
2 isthelongshoreman's labor union that load and unload at 2 Did you speak with anyone about this deposition
3 the docks from my district, so, yes. 3 whileyou were gone?
4 Q. Do you know if people from Baldwin County 4 A. No.
5 commute to work at the port authority? 5 Q. Nobody? When we left off, we were looking at
6 A. Weéll, considering that David Cooper livesin 6 Exhibit 3, the 2023 Congressional map.
7 Badwin County, he owns Cooper Stevedore, | would say, 7 A. Yes.
8 yes. They'rethelargest stevedoresin thisregion, and 8 Q. Arethere any communities of interest in this
9 they're Baldwin County guys. 9 map that you believe should have been kept together but
10 Q. What was that name? 10 werenot?
11 A. David Cooper. 11 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form.
12 Q. Andwho ishe? 12 A. One, | don't know the demographics of all these
13 A. Cooper Stevedoring, Cooper T. Smith. They do 13 areas, and | didn't at that time, so | can't say yes or
14 the tugboats and all the stuff in the port. 14 no.
15 Q. And that is acompany based in Baldwin County? 15 Q. Why do you need to know the demographics to know
16 A. They're based right here, but he livesin 16 the communities of interest?
17 Baldwin County. They may have a home here, but their 17 A. Well, in order to shape a district that is
18 family homeisright there in Robertsdale, | believe, or 18 representative of the population of the state, you can't
19 somewhere around that region. 19 doit unless you know the demographics, and you can't
20 Q. Isaffordable housing anissue in the City of 20 draw a map without knowing that information.
21 Mobile? 21 Q. So do you think that aracial demographic should
22 A. One of our largest problems. 22 beaprimary concern in the Congressional redistricting?
23 Q. Areyou, asamember of the city council, doing 23 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form.
24 anything to address that? 24 A. When you're granting people to -- When you're
25 A. I'mworking on aresolution right now trying to 25 giving an opportunity to give people the chance to elect
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1 someone of their choice or their like based on a 1 Q. All right. So let'stalk about the Black Belt
2 principle and philosophy, then you're, obviously, with 2 again. You said that Washington County isin the Black
3 the State of Alabama, going to look at several things. 3 Bdlt, asyou understand it.
4 You'regoing to look at party, race and other. So, yeah, 4 A. | consider it that way becauseit's -- Y ou know,
5 it'simportant to look at that. Party being one because 5 going that way, you're going along that line coming to
6 not all Democrats are black; race, because probably the 6 Choctaw -- and | haven't thought about thisin along
7 majority of Democrats are black; and then "other," 7 time, coming to Choctaw, Clarke, Marengo, Wilcox, coming
8 depending on what the other ethnic groups' philosophies 8 acrossthere, Monroe, you're getting into the heart of
9 are 9 what was our southern growing area, as| call it, and,
10 Q. Sowhy is, again, race so important to 10 you know, | would just lump them in there.
11 determining, according to a philosophy, whether you have 11 Q. Soyoujust listed Choctaw aswell, correct?
12 equal opportunity? 12 A. Yeah, and that's just based on the growing area.
13 A. Well -- 13 | would even include Greene County and Sumter as part of
14 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form. Just 14 the Black Belt coming across there, even though they're
15 give me amoment to jump in and object. 15 not within the Congressional districts that you guys have
16 A. Historically, more Demaocrats are black than 16 gotten or we're currently talking about.
17 white or other. That'swhy. You're looking at a party 17 Q. Soyou listed Washington County as in the Black
18 affiliation more so than you are race. 18 Bdt?
19 Q. Andinlooking at this map, you said that 19 A. That'sjust my persond --
20 without knowing demographics, you wouldn't know whether | 20 Q. Yeah, when you're talking about the Black Belt,
21 these districts are reasonable? 21 that'swhat --
22 A. That'sright. You've got to know the voting 22 A. | would just say that, simply becauseit's
23 history, how the blacks are voting, Democratic or 23 above -- I've always done that, ssmply because it's above
24 Republican, the groups, where they are, where the 24 Mobile and Baldwin Counties.
25 concentration of those Democratic votes are. And with 25 Q. And what about Clarke County?
Page 83 Page 85
1 that map, | wouldn't know what I'm looking at. | 1 A. Clarke County? Yes.
2 wouldn't know what I'm looking at unless | had the 2 Q. Marengo? I'm not sureif you said Marengo.
3 demographics by county. 3 A. Yes.
4 Q. And so, you know, any redistricting map that 4 Q. Wilcox?
5 you'relooking at, you can't judge -- you can't really 5 A. Yes.
6 form an opinion on the map without knowing racial 6 Q. Monroe?
7 demographics, isthat -- 7 A. Monroe. Where are we?
8 A. Without knowing all the demographics. It's not 8 Q. It'sright east of Clarke County.
9 justrace. Again, you've got to know how they're voting, 9 A. Yes. That'sMonroeville, al that area,
10 whether it's Democratic or Republican, and then you have 10 Conecuh, Butler, Crenshaw, Lowndes, Bullock, Macon,
11 to know theracial background to go with it, and you have 11 Russdl, Pike.
12 to know the other, too. You just can't look at one or 12 Q. I'msorry. What did you just say?
13 theother. You haveto know al of it, and you have to 13 A. | was even thinking about Pike, just looking at
14 be able to discern your map based on all of those things. 14 theareaand how it used to stretch.
15 Q. And soisyour primary concern partisan or 15 Q. What does Mohile, the City of Mobile, havein
16 race-- or recial? 16 common with Russell County?
17 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form. 17 A. | don't know.
18 A. My primary concern is being able to have someone 18 Q. What does the City of Mobile have in common with
19 elected that is like-minded of the demographic that | 19 Macon County?
20 would represent or would like to see represented based on 20 A. Maconis Tuskegee. A lot.
21 thecensus count. The census count said that there are 21 Q. Such as?
22 so many more minoritiesin the city -- | mean, in the 22 A. Education.
23 dtate, and the majority of minorities are Democratic. So 23 Q. What do you mean by "education"?
24 when | look at it, I'm looking at it based on both 24 A. Let'ssee. Maconis-- Let'ssee. Well,
25 minorities and party affiliation. 25 there's educational value that comes from up that way
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1 where people are educated at Tuskegee and the schoolsin 1 experience somewhere else.
2 that area, Tuskegee, Alabama State, and they come back 2 Q. The people who are educated in the schools of
3 and livein Mobile because of the higher education and 3 Macon County, do they move to other large cities other
4 thejobshere. Sothey grew up there. They get educated 4 than Mobile?
5 at Tuskegee and Montgomery, but they don't wind up living | 5 A. Yes.
6 there. They livein our population centers, which would 6 Q. And do they take ideas from those cities and
7 be Montgomery or Mobile or sometimes further north, but 7 bring them back to Macon County?
8 the majority of them come down this way. 8 A. They do, but | would say, based on my
9 Q. And that was Macon County? 9 experience, most of the people that are Alabama State
10 A. Yesh. I'm talking about kids when they grow up. 10 that I'm familiar with either come back to Mobile or
11 You know, the education process, those that really get 11 somewhere closely surrounding Mobile and, also, Tuskegee.
12 educated come back thisway or go to Montgomery. 12 | mean, | think if you just look at the alumni base alone
13 Q. So some of the people who are educated in Macon 13 inthe City of Mobile for those educated at Alabama State
14 County, leave -- 14 and Tuskegee, you see a huge number here. So that's
15 A. Those that are educated in the Tuskegee, Alabama 15 saying alot for that region, and then again, it's saying
16 State areawill find their way to the heavier population 16 alot for the region that the ones that are from Macon
17 centersfor the better-paying jobs. Sothere'sa 17 County and from these other counties that are around here
18 relationship there. When they come live here, they take 18 that attend those universities, they want to take those
19 their experiences back to Macon County and say, We're 19 experiences back to their home and have it grow.
20 living alot better in Mobile. These are things that we 20 Q. Soyou said there's alarge alumni base from the
21 could incorporate in Macon County, but we don't have a 21 Macon County schools?
22 way to get those resources here, and we don't have 22 A. There'salarge alumni base from Tuskegee and
23 somebody representing us here saying we need thistype of | 23 Alabama State here.
24 stuff in Macon County. So it makes a big difference. 24 Q. InMobile city?
25 Q. Soif Mobile's economy is growing and attracting 25 A. Yes.
Page 87 Page 89
1 people from Macon County, how does that directly benefit 1 Q. And areyou familiar with any data on what
2 Macon County, or doesit? 2 percentage of those go back to Macon County?
3 A. Well, it's attracted people from Macon County to 8 A. No, | don't, but | know they're here simply
4 come see what's going onin Mobile, but it'slike a 4 because of my involvement with it. I'm an HVCU grad,
5 leadership exchange. They come from Macon. They'rein 5 too, like| told you. So that culture in that group |
6 Mobile and experiencing what the differences are and what 6 seealot of, and | talk to them, and | know what the
7 should be happening, and they take those ideas back to 7 mindset is, you know. And those conversations between us
8 Macon, and those people in Macon incorporate those ideas 8 are, Well, my hometown needs this. Y ou know, we might
9 to the best they can. Mobile does the same thing. We go 9 not be able to go this big, but we can do this. And |
10 to Houston, Chicago, Sat Lake City and look at the best 10 think if I'm seeing it in Mobile, | need to be talking to
11 of thoseideas and come back and try to incorporate them 11 the peoplein my hometown about what they should be doing
12 inMobile. And | know that the people of Macon would be | 12 and what they can be doing there.
13 doing the same thing, especially those that have gone and i3 Q. Just to clarify, are you speaking of the people
14 gotten educated and have either property or relatives of 14 who go to the schools of Macon County, move to the City
15 peoplethat are till living and working in Macon county. 15 of Mobile and just talk to the leaders of Macon County on
16 Q. Sowould aninitiative that creates jobsin 16 how to grow, or they move back themselves?
17 Mobile necessarily create jobs for people who livein 17 A. WEell, both. | don't know if they move back or
18 Macon County? 18 not. | can't tell you one way or another, but if they do
19 A. It may not create jobs, but it creates the idea 19 move back, then that's added value to Macon County.
20 of need and what needs to be done. | mean, we are 20 Q. You're not sure if they move back but --
21 creatures that see growth, and we see someone else do it, 21 A. | never said they move back, but I'm saying if
22 but we know that we have the opportunity to do it 22 they do, it's added value to Macon County. And even if
23 somewhere else. Then we take that ideafrom this area 23 they don't and just communicate with leadership, that's
24 and take it back over here. So the growth here and 24 added value to Macon County.
25 experience here gives the opportunity for growth and 25 Q. And do you know people that went to Macon County
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schools, moved to the City of Mobile and communicat: THE COURT REPORTER: "Do you know much about the
with leaders of Macon County to help grow? northeastern part of the County of Mobile that isin

A. | know people that have gone to Tuskegee and CD-17
Alabama State that have communicated back and forth to A. | know some. It just depends on what you're
those areas, yes.

Q. What about Bullock County? What does the City
of Mobile have in common with Bullock County?

A. | don't know. | haven't been there enough to
know. What are the citiesin Bullock County that you're

asking me.
Q. Areyou familiar with that area?
A. Yeah.
Q. Do you know what any parts of that area have in

© 00 ~N O (01 D WN P
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common with Henry County?

10 referring to? 10  A. Thissection of Mobile County is more rural than
11 Q. I'mjust asking about the county. 11 other places, so it's morein line with the northern part

12 A. | don't know. | can't talk toit. 12 of Baldwin County when you talk about Little Rivers and
13 Q. Areyou aware of any citiesin Bullock County? 13 all of those places up along the Tensaw River coming up
14 A. If | don't have my lines crossed -- | don't 14 here. So their lifestyles would be more toward the

15 know, you know. And sometimes, you know, things run 15 Baldwin County stretch than it would be toward southern
16 together in your head based on what you're talking about, 16 and central Mobile County, if that's what you're asking
17 soif | don't have my lines crossed, no. 17 me. Creola, Chickasaw, Satsuma, Axis, going that way
18 Q. Do you know what the City of Mobile hasin 18 would be morein tune to northern Baldwin County than it
19 common with Barbour County? 19 would beto central and southern Mobile County.

20 A. No. 20 Q. What would that portion of Mobile County asa
21 Q. Do you know what the City of Mobile hasin 21 Congressional district one have in common with Henry
22 common with Butler County? 22 County, if you know?

23 A. No. 23 A. Again, if Henry County isarura county, then

24 Q. All right. I'm going to show you what we will 24 that lifestyleis extremely similar in the way that

25 mark as Exhibit 4. Thisisthe current Congressional 25 people accommodate themselves. |f Henry County isa

Page 91 Page 93

1 redistricting map that'sin effect right now. 1 metropolisor amilitary county, then it would be a

2 A. Uh-huh. 2 different lifestyle, but if it's rural, then they are

3 (Exhibit 4 was marked for identification.) 3 morelikely of that same mindset of agricultural base,

4 Q. Have you seen this map before? 4 farm-typeliving, large lots and things like that as

5 A. Thisisthe one we're currently voting on? 5 opposed to people that live within the central Mobile

6 Q. Yes, thisisthe onein effect in the upcoming 6 area

7 elections. 7 Q. What about the part of Mobile County that'sin

8 A. Yeah, I'veseenit. 8 CD-2 outside of the city limits? Could you in broad

9 Q. Solooking at the county of -- Well, take a 9 strokestell me what that part of the county is like?
10 second to familiarize yourself with district two redl 10 A. Well, that section that's outside the city
11 quickly and let me know when you're ready. 11 limitsis growing extremely fast. The population density
12 A. Go ahead. 12 out thereis changing extremely. Snow Road will probably
13 Q. Sodo you see how Mobile County isin two 13 bethe next Schillinger Road. 158 is probably going to
14 different districts? 14 be our next major economic development corridor which is
15 A. | do. 15 gonnareally grow, probably going to really stretch
16 Q. Do you know much about the northeastern part of 16 Saraland alot asfar asthe economy goes. So that area
17 the County of Mobilethat isin CD-1? 17 that iswest of Mobile going out there, it will
18 A. CD-1? 18 essentialy grow to be more like the Mobile area than
19 Q. Congressional district one. | apologize. 19 anywhere else because of the dating and opportunities
20 A. Be more specific. 20 for growth.
21 MR. MAULDIN: Could you reread the question? 21 Q. Do you think it has anything in common with
22 A. What do | know about the northeastern section of 22 Badwin County?
23 Mobile County? 23 A. No, not at al. Atthispointintime, it has
24 (Whereupon, the previous question was read back 24 some similarities, but for future growth and quickness of
25 by the court reporter as follows:) 25 growth, | don't think so. Baldwin County is spread out
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1 somuch, but this areais concentrated, and the 1 count to make sure that the population and districts were
2 infrastructureis aready in place, where Baldwin County 2 adequately disbursed based on the census.
3 isjust getting to the point whereit's trying to get its 3 Q. I will show you now what we will mark as Exhibit
4 infrastructure all throughout the county. Right now, 4 6. Actualy, I'll refer you back to exhibit -- the
5 they're more centralized in the southern part of the 5 court-ordered Congressional map that's currently in
6 county with stronger infrastructure. 6 effect.
7 Q. I'm going to show you what we will mark as 7 A. Exhibit 2?
8 Exhibit 5. 8 Q. Correct. And you said you currently represent
9 (Exhibit 5 was marked for identification.) 9 district two?
10 Q. Do you recognize this? 10 A. That'scorrect.
11 A. Thislooks like acity council district map 11 Q. Do you know what Congressional district or
12 showing the districts. 12 districtsyour city council district isin?
13 Q. And doesthislook like an accurate 13 A. Two.
14 representation of the current city council districts that 14 Q. Isthe entirety of it?
15 have not gone into effect, the ones excluding those 15 A. | want to say yes. | can't really tell based on
16 that -- Strikethat. The onesthat are in effect until 16 this, but -- If | could tell where that line was right
17 six months before the next -- 17 there-- If | knew what thisline was right here, | could
18 A. Election? So thisdoesn't have the 18 tell you. | just don't know wherethat lineis. Do you
19 reapportionment in it? 19 seethat lineright here?
20 Q. Caorrect, to account for annexation. 20 Q. Yeah.
21 A. It does not account -- 21 A. | don't know where that is, if that's Chickasaw,
22 Q. Correct. Doesthat look like an accurate 22 Prichard or whatever, but if thisline here goesinto
23 representation of your district? 23 Prichard, then thisis probably 90 percent or 100 percent
24 A. | can't tell without the street boundaries but 24 indigtrict two.
25 pretty close, yeah. 25 Q. But asyou sit here today, you're not sure?
Page 95 Page 97
1 Q. And how long have you represented that district? 1 A. I'mnot 100 percent sure, but it looks like all
2 A. Thelast three years. 2 ofit.
3 Q. And then you represented it -- 3 (Exhibit 6 was marked for identification.)
4 A. Eight yearsprior. 4 Q. I'm going to show you Exhibit 6, which isamap
5 Q. Soatotal of 11 years you've represented that 5 of your Congressional districts and your city council
6 district? 6 districts.
7 A. Yes. 7 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: And, Counsel, how was this
8 Q. Have the boundaries of your district changed 8 map drawn?
9 sinceyou've been in office? 9 MR. MAULDIN: The attorney general's office
10 A. Yes. 10 created that.
11 Q. And how so? 11 A. Sothisismy district. Soall of my district
12 A. Sections of Maysville are now within district 12 isin here except for the Port of Chickasaw, which hasno
13 two that were not there when | was last there that 13 population base up there.
14 stretches down to Hurtel Street now through Maysvilleand | 14 Q. Sothe Port of Chickasaw, where isthat in this
15 over to Holcombe and down Center and Williams Street, 15 map?
16 which were not part of district two. On the northern 16 A. Up here.
17 end, it shrank some just alittle bit from the last time 17 Q. I'msorry. | can't see.
18 | wasin office, too. Soit's been alittle change. 18 A. My district extends all the way up here, which
19 Q. Andisyour district going to change any for the 19 someof thisisthe city limits of Mobile.
20 next city council district? 20 Q. And what's the population there, you said?
21 A. Yes, itwill. 21 A. Zero.
22 Q. Inwhat ways? 22 Q. Zero?
23 A. It'sgoing to actually expand due to the 23 A. Yeah. | think that matches right there.
24 annexation, but the annexation we -- but the annexation 24 Q. And can you look at the southeast portion of

N
o1

maps were drawn in representation of the 2020 census

25

your district?
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A. Southeast? Okay.

Q. Isthere another part of your district that is
in Congressional district two?

A. Say what? Isthere another part of my district
that'sin Congressional district two? Thisright hereis
what you're asking about?

Q. Isthat part of your district?

A. | can't tell wheretheriver is, based on this.
Whereistheriver? Where isthe bay? Hereisdistrict

three. | believe that's district three. | can't really

tell based on what I'm looking at, and | don't know if
thelineis drawn the same. Herewe are out here. It's
down there and comes out. That's out in the water, just
that little dliver, and | think that little dliver isthe
channel. So, no.

Q. Doyou still have the exhibit that is the color
of your --

A. I'mtrying to match it up. Thislineright
here? Do you seethislineright here?

Q. Yes.

A. That isthe outline that's out herein theriver
that you'relooking at. So that isall out here. When
thisline goes here, that isall out here. That's all
outside -- That's all district three. Do you seethat?
That's al district three. Thislittle piece right here
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A. Asdistrict two? Yes. My district is heavily
Democrat, and it lends itself toward the ability to elect
someone that may be Democrat or a minority. My district
is 62 percent black and 38 percent white and other. So
when you look at the demographics of the inner city being
Democrat and minority, yes. It lendsitself to the
ability of people that would like to see another minority
elected to Congress in the State of Alabama, the ability
to pick a person of their choice.

Q. Sojust to clarify, should your district bein
CD-1 because they're Democrats or because they're
minorities?
MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form.

CD-1?

. Congressional district one.
. No, you mean Congressional district two.
Yes.
. Yes, because like | told you before, most
minorities are Democrats, and the voting block within the
city ismore purplethanitisred. Soitlendsitself
to the ability of a Democrat or minority being able to
select someone of their choice.

Q. When thelegislature is redistricting, do you
think they should assume that most minorities are
Democrats?
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that you're asking me about looks like that is the Mobile

River itself by theisland, but | can't tell because

right here, these two lumps right here, that encompasses
theidland out here. So it looks like you've got every
bit of district two on this, and | can't tell if this

little, tiny piece right here may be right in there, and

| can't really make it out based on this because it
doesn't look the same. This piece, it juts out right
there, which isright there at that isand. So I'm going
to say just about all of my districtisin thismap. |

just can't really make it out based on this cutback right
here because | don't know what this cutback is.

That comes across, comes out. See, and that
comes up the channel right there. That'sall in the
district. So somehow or another -- And, redly, there's
nothing out here except for oil refineries and port
stuff.

Q. What do you mean by "port stuff"?

A. Wéll, you have planes -- | think the planes
company, some of their oil storage tanks are out there.
Other oil and energy companies are out there, but there's
no living population out there, no voting population out
there.

Q. Do you think your city council district should
be in the same Congressional district?
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MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form.

A. Most of us have the voting demographics of the
State of Alabama based on both party and race. So we
know which races are voting which way, and we know which
people or which individuals that are not minorities are
voting. That'saknown fact. And, plus, the state
records how those blocks are voting, so that's a known
fact. So that's how the state itself chose to draw its
lines, also, or took the opportunity to attempt to draw
lines based on voting demographicsin people.

Soit's not totally about black or white. It's
about philosophy, ethnic groups, Democrat, Republican.
It's the whole gamut. | mean, there might be someone
white elected as a Democrat that's from Congressional
district two as opposed to someone black. But people of
color or another minority would like to see another
minority elected to the Congress.

Q. So speaking of representatives, are you familiar
with Barry Moore at all?

A. No.

Q. Haveyou heard that name?

A. Aton. | don't know him enough to comment one
way or another on his philosophy. | just know he'sa
Republican. And, no, he doesn't know much about over
hereat all.
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Q. Soif hewerethe representative for
Congressional district one, which includes Baldwin County
and parts of Mobile County, do you think he would
understand --

A. | think he has a huge learning curve when it
comes to knowing what's gonna happen at the port and the
lower part of this county. | think -- | don't know how
people -- how conservatives, you know, think amongst
themselves or their philosophy, but | think, in essence,
just listening to the campaign, he just out -- How did
they say? Out-Republicaned or was more conservative than
the other guy himself which probably got him more votes
from southern Mobile County than anywhere else.

Q. And do you agreeit's best for the Gulf Coast
region for Congressional district one and Congressional
district two to have representatives who understand the
Port of Mobile?

A. | think that both of them are going to have to
understand what's happening at the port and how the
economy is driven in the City of Mobile. And the portis
big ssimply because of the State of Alabama. That's
probably going to be the biggest issue when it comes to
the two of them working together, in my mind.

Q. What do you think will be the biggest issue with
the two of them working together? Just lack of
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A. Asfaras?

Q. Their economy.

A. Well, for the people that work over there, if
jobs were lost, possibly, yes. But when you're talking
about major ripples, I'm talking about there's some type
of roadblock or you get too blocked and no one can come
to adecision or the help that's needed or not needed
doesn't get to one point when it should, or it gets there
but it's needed somewhere else. Then we're creating a
harm, if you understand what | mean there.

Q. Soif the representative from CD-1 did not
understand the Mobile Bay, the ports, the City of Mobile,
will that harm the City of Mobile?

A. Yes.

Q. And | believe earlier, you said that so goes the
City of Mobile, so goes Alabama?

A. So goes Alabama, so goestheregion. There'sa
lot that the state depends on that comes through Mobile.

Q. Sowould it till be speculation for you to
estimate who all would be harmed by --

A. Well, you know, so goes Mobile, so goesthe
State of Alabamaisacliché. I'm pretty sure you know
that. But the honest opinion of that is that so many
things needed throughout the state comes through our
port, comes through our rails. It's brought into the
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understanding?

A. Weéll, funding of the port and making sure the
initiatives of that huge economic driver are able to go
forward and being able to come to some type of compromise
and agreements between ideology, you know, how much money
should we spend, when should we spend it and why should
we spend it. Should so much money go there, or should we
be putting money in other places also based on what the
needs of others are? Y ou know, the port makes alot of
money and is extremely profitable, but do we always have
to put 10 or 20 million dollars there when there's extra
funding? Could that money go somewhere else at the time?

So the two of them have to work together
tremendously to make sure funding goes to the places that
really need it when funding can be deferred from places
like the port for ayear or two. It opensthe oddsto
underfunded and underserved neighborhoods when you have
someone that understands all of it.

Q. Who al would be harmed in the State of Alabama
by having one representative not understand --

A. | can't answer that question of who al isgoing
to be harmed because the ripple effect may be bigger than
my realm of knowledge. So | can't answer that direct.
You're asking me to speculate. | can't.

Q. Do you think it would harm Baldwin County?
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port, loaded on the rails here and taken everywhere else
logistically. You know, alot of stuff happens that way.
So if you harm the port, then you have the opportunity to
harm business in other places unintentionally, and if you
don't understand that process and how it works and you
have two people thinking two different mindsets
sometimes, then | think the new guy which hasn't been
around, which would be Barry Moore, would have alearning
curve because he could actually be doing unintended harm,
you know.

But still yet, does that say that we don't want
Mobile split? The answer to that is no because, you
know, you need to be able to use that population center
and things to drive the need to accomplish a second
minority-majority district.

Q. Doy'dl want to take a short five-minute break,
and | think we should be able to wrap up fairly soon?

(An off-the-record break was taken, after which
the following occurred:)

BY MR. MAULDIN:

. Do you know Caroleene Dobson?
. No, | don't know her.

. Do you know the name?

| do.

. Do you know who sheis?

O>O0>O0
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1 A. No. I'veseen her ontelevision. That's about 1 majority district or afourth black district if the
2 it, never met her. 2 people chose to elect someone of color or someone of
3 Q. Do you know if she'srunning for any political 3 their choosing. That was done before annexation because
4 office? 4 if you did it after annexation, the population of
5 A. She'srunning for Congressiona district two. 5 annexation would have dictated that. But we did it
6 Q. Do you know where she's from? 6 correctly and did it before annexation and got district 7
7 A. Somewhere -- Somewhere around Monroeville, | 7 to be53/41, which now lends itself to the opportunity of
8 think. I don't know. 8 having afourth minority elected to the council if they
9 Q. But asfar asyou're aware, she's not from the 9 wereto so choiceto.
10 City of Mobhile? 10 So | would say to you and to the people of the
11 A. She'snot. 11 State of Alabamathat the process hasto be done right so
12 Q. Do you know if she understands the City of 12 that based on population in the 2020 census count, that
13 Mobile? 13 wefirst get the lines done right so that thereis an
14 A. No, | don't. 14 opportunity for the people to elect someone of their
15 Q. How would it harm the City of Mobileif neither 15 choosing, if they so choose to.
16 representative from CD-2 or CD-1 understood the City and | 16 Q. And so why would redistricting after annexation
17 thebay? 17 have prevented a fourth majority-minority district?
18 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form. 18 A. You'rebringing in -- Annexation had to be done
19 A. That could be an issue, especially when they 19 insuch away that the population growth did not flip the
20 don't know the people, don't know the culture, don't know 20 demographics of the city. Soif you flip the
21 thebusiness, don't know how it works. They haveto 21 demographics of the city before redistricting, then you
22 spend alot of time here to understand how the economy 22 restrict the ability to create a fourth minority-majority
23 affectsthe region. 23 district. But if the districts were donefirst, then by
24 Q. Soif youwereto becalled at tria in this 24 law, you can't flip it, based on the Voting Rights Act.
25 casg, isthere anything related to your -- based off your 25 Q. So how many city councilmen?
Page 107 Page 109
1 experiencein political office, that you would want to 1 A. Seven.
2 tell the court that you haven't told usto here today? 2 Q. And four are from --
3 A. | don't know. It depends on how the questions 3 A. Three.
4 areasked. I'd try to be as honest as possible, so | 4 Q. Three are from magjority?
5 don't know. 5 A. Three are black. Four are white.
6 Q. But isthere anything that you would really want 6 Q. But are four the district majority-minority?
7 them to hear in this lawsuit about your experiencesin 7 A. They are now after the last election cycle. So
8 political office? 8 this coming election cycle will be the chance for someone
9 A. There'sahuge need for additional 9 to pick someone else, but | think the representative out
10 representation for those that are unrepresented, based on 10 theredoesagreat job, and everyoneloves her. Soll
11 population. And getting this done in the correct manner 11 think shell be reelected, but if she ever chooses not to
12 providesfor that representation that hasn't been there 12 run again, then the opportunity for a seat to be chosen
13 for voicesthat are underserved and unheard. 13 based on -- They'll have the opportunity to choose
14 Q. And isthere anything, any information related 14 someone of minority, black or white or whatever based on
15 to your constituents that you would want the court to 15 their choosing at that point in time based on
16 hear that you haven't told us today? 16 demographics.
17 A. Well, we went through the same type of 17 Q. So why four out of the seven majority-minority?
18 redistricting here in the City of Mobile after the last 18 Where does that number come from?
19 election cycle based on census count. And coming into 19 A. What do you mean by "four out of seven"?
20 office, thefirst thing that | told the mayor and | told 20 Q. So you said when you decided to annex, you
21 everybody, evenin my inaugural address, isthat if we 21 needed to do redistricting first to make sure there were
22 were going to annex and grow, it had to be done right, 22 four.
23 which meant that redistricting based on the census count 23 A. Let metell you why. Right now, the City of
24 and population have to be donefirst, and those 24 Mobile only has three black elected officials and four
25 percentages have to be right to ensure a fourth minority- 25 white. A lot of times, when it comesto placement of
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1 fundsin areasthat are underserved, we get outvoted 1 inthecity still isthe primary population of the city.
2 becauseit goesdown racial linesalot, and it hasin 2 Q. And soyou said if you were to testify at trial,
3 the past, four to three. The City of Mobile, based on 3 you would want to tell the court about your experience
4 the Zoghby Act, has a super majority rule which forces 4 redistricting with the city?
5 everybody to talk to each other. So you have to actually 5 A. Becauseit's extremely similar. You know, to
6 havefive votesto pass anything. So that was away to 6 reapportion to make sure that the current minority
7 establish away to make sure that those areas weren't 7 districts are protected but also the creation of a
8 left out. But alot of times, you can't get to that 8 fourth, you know, for people of minoritiesliving in that
9 five/two because there's no compromise on philosophies 9 areato have the opportunity to elect someone they choose
10 between, you know, the demographics and the philosophy of | 10 isvery important, especially when there are more
11 the peoplethat you represent in your district. 11 minoritiesin that district than there were of the
12 Q. So why four majority-minority districts instead 12 magjority.
13 of five? 13 Q. So did proportionality of representation have
14 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: Object to the form. 14 any influence in the decision to have four majority-
15 A. Thestate law, Zoghby act, only alows for seven 15 minority districts? Did the percentage of the black
16 districts. So even with population growth, there will 16 population in the City of Mobile correspond to the amount
17 never be an eighth. 17 of districtsthey had in Mobile?
18 Q. Why not five out of seven? 18 A. No. There were more blacksin the number of
19 A. WEéll, because, one, the population doesn't 19 districtswe had. So according to the census count,
20 redlly dlow for it right now, and we cannot redraw -- 20 there should have been afourth minority district, and
21 well, basically, it would be impossible to redraw the 21 therewasn't. And that's happened twice since I've been
22 linesto get five minority-magjority districts in the City 22 in office; where before, there was an increase in
23 of Mobile. 23 minority population, somewhere between 2005 and 2012, but
24 Q. When you said "the population doesn't allow for 24 we didn't reapportion to do that because we couldn't get
25 it," what do you mean? 25 thevotes on the council from the other membersto do a
Page 111 Page 113
1 A. The way the population centers are, you can't 1 referendum for annexation, which blocked it. But this
2 draw the lines without crisscrossing districts and 2 time, we were ableto get there.
3 breaking lines and cutting through streets. You can't do 3 Q. And you said that you would want to tell the
4 it. 4 court about the redistricting process because it's so
5 Q. What percentage of the Mobile annexation -- the 5 similar.
6 populations that were brought into the City of Mobile, 6 A. Yes.
7 what percentage of those are black? 7 Q. Do you think that the court should take a
8 A. | don't remember, but it was a nice percentage, 8 similar approach to the City of Mobile in redistricting?
9 enough not to flip the current balance. And | haven't 9 A. Well, Mobile wasreally an extreme effort from
10 looked at those numbersin awhile, so | don't remember. 10 both citizens groups, outside help -- It had help from
11 Q. Do you think it's close to 50/50? 11 the Southern Poverty Law Center to really get an
12 A. It may have been, yeah. | just don't remember 12 understanding into the mayor's office of what wastruly
13 right now. Yeah, it may have been. | mean, that was a 13 needed based on the Voting Rights Act and also the census
14 huge conversation, and I'm ashamed | can't remember right | 14 count, asit goes hand in hand. And I think that the
15 now. 15 whole state needs to be aware of that, that there's law
16 Q. I'msorry? 16 in placethat governs how we do this, and we just can't
17 A. | said I'm ashamed that | can't remember, but 17 overlook it and arbitrarily do what we want to protect
18 right now, I've got alot going on in my head with 18 whether or not we want Republicansin control or we don't
19 everything else going on. 19 want aminority-majority here. We need to just follow
20 Q. Did annexation lower the black population's 20 thelaw and keep going.
21 percentage in the City of Mobile? 21 Q. Andif you wereto testify at trial, is there
22 A. Very small, but it did. 22 anything about relevant communities of interest you would
23 Q. Approximately? 23 want to tell the court that you haven't told us here
24 A. Maybe one or two percent, but it still left us 24 today?
25 with amajority-minority city. The population of blacks 25 A. Again, I'd haveto look at that alittle bit
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1 more based on what I've aready told you. Communities of 1 Makeba Rutahindurwa
2 interest, if it'sthe way you said, are important if they 2 mrutahindurwa@selias.law
3 create enough equity of people or equitable population to 3 September 19, 2024
4 create another district that is or has the opportunity of 4 RE: Caster, Marcus, Et Al v. Allen, Wes
5 them to elect someone of their choosing, whether they're 5 9/5/2024, Councilman William Carroll (#6884409)
6 Democrat white or black. 6  Theabove-referenced transcript is available for
7 Q. Allright. That'sal | have. I'll passit on 7 review.
8 to other counsel. 8  Within the applicable timeframe, the witness should
9 MS. RUTAHINDURWA: | don't have any questions. 9 read the testimony to verify its accuracy. If there are
10 Dorman, do you have any questions? 10 any changes, the witness should note those with the
11 MR. WALKER: | have no questions. Thank you, 11 reason, on the attached Errata Sheet.
12 Councilman, for coming in today. 12 Thewitness should sign the Acknowledgment of
13 FURTHER, THE DEPONENT SAYETH NOT. 13 Deponent and Errata and return to the deposing attorney.
14 14 Copies should be sent to all counsel, and to Veritext at
15 15 cs-southeast@veritext.com.
16 16  Return completed errata within 30 days from
17 17 receipt of testimony.
18 18  If thewitnessfailsto do so within the time
19 19 allotted, the transcript may be used asif signed.
20 20
21 21
22 22 Yours,
23 23 Veritext Legal Solutions
24 24
25 25
Page 115 Page 117
1 CERTIFICATE 1 Caster, Marcus, Et Al v. Allen, Wes
2 2 Councilman William Carroll (#6884409)
3 STATEOFALABAMA ) 3 ERRATA SHEET
4 COUNTY OF MOBILE ) 4 PAGE____LINE____ CHANGE
5 5
6 | hereby certify that the above and foregoing 6 REASON
7 deposition was taken down by mein stenotype and 7 PAGE____LINE____ CHANGE
8 transcribed by means of computer-aided transcription, and 8
9 that the foregoing isatrue and correct transcript of 9 REASON
10 thetestimony given by said witness upon said hearing. 10 PAGE____ LINE____ CHANGE
11 | further certify that | am neither of counsel 11
12 nor of kin to any of the parties, nor am | in anywise 12 REASON
13 interested in the result of said cause. 13 PAGE___ LINE____ CHANGE
14 | further certify that | am duly licensed by the 14
15 AlabamaBoard of Court Reporting as a Certified Court 15 REASON
16 Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR number followingmy |16 PAGE___ LINE____ CHANGE
17 name found below. 17
18 18 REASON
19 19 PAGE____LINE____ CHANGE
20 20
21 KATHLEEN CAIN, RPR, ACCR302 21 REASON
22 NOTARY PUBLIC 22
23 MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 11/8/27 23
24 24 Councilman William Carroll Date
25 25
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1 Caster, Marcus, Et Al v. Allen, Wes
2 Councilman William Carroll (#6884409)
3 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF DEPONENT
4 1, Councilman William Carroll, do hereby declare that |
5 have read the foregoing transcript, | have made any
6 corrections, additions, or changes | deemed necessary as
7 noted above to be appended hereto, and that the same is
8 atrue, correct and complete transcript of the testimony
9 given by me.
10
11
12 Councilman William Carroll Date
13 *If notary isrequired
14 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
15 __ DAYOF .20
16
17
18
19 NOTARY PUBLIC
20
21
22
23
24
25
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1Tt there are changes iIn form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer"s Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f)(1) whether a review was requested
and, i1f so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, 1f any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys i1n relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed In accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions 1s committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally ldentifiable
Information (PI1l1). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted In an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted In a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of i1ts subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions*
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext"s Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.




	Councilman William Carroll
	Word Index
	All
	& - 92
	93 - allen
	allotted - average
	aware - big
	big - called
	campaign - city
	city - commute
	commutes - councilman
	councilman - d.c.
	dale - district
	district - either
	either - fact
	factors - fun
	function - grounds
	group - houston
	howell - involved
	involvement - large
	larger - looking
	looking - mauldin
	mauldin - mobile
	mobile - never
	new - outside
	outside - pick
	piece - probably
	probably - recall
	receipt - required
	reread - scholarship
	school - somebody's
	somewhat - structure
	structures - things
	think - travel
	travel - vehicles
	venture - won
	won - zoom

	Alphabetical
	Numbers and Symbols
	& - 92
	93 - allen

	A
	93 - allen
	allotted - average
	aware - big

	B
	aware - big
	big - called

	C
	big - called
	campaign - city
	city - commute
	commutes - councilman
	councilman - d.c.

	D
	councilman - d.c.
	dale - district
	district - either

	E
	district - either
	either - fact

	F
	either - fact
	factors - fun
	function - grounds

	G
	function - grounds
	group - houston

	H
	group - houston
	howell - involved

	I
	howell - involved
	involvement - large

	J
	involvement - large

	K
	involvement - large

	L
	involvement - large
	larger - looking
	looking - mauldin

	M
	looking - mauldin
	mauldin - mobile
	mobile - never

	N
	mobile - never
	new - outside

	O
	new - outside
	outside - pick

	P
	outside - pick
	piece - probably
	probably - recall

	Q
	probably - recall

	R
	probably - recall
	receipt - required
	reread - scholarship

	S
	reread - scholarship
	school - somebody's
	somewhat - structure
	structures - things

	T
	structures - things
	think - travel
	travel - vehicles

	U
	travel - vehicles

	V
	travel - vehicles
	venture - won

	W
	venture - won
	won - zoom

	Y
	won - zoom

	Z
	won - zoom




