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1 CASENUMBER: 2:21-cv-01536-AMM 1 INDEX
2 2
3 MARCUSCASTER, et al., 3 EXAMINATION BY: PAGE NUMBER:
4 Plaintiffs, 4 Ms. Messick 9
5 VS. 5
6 WESALLEN, inhisofficial 6 DEFENDANT'SEXHIBITS:
7 Capacity as Alabama 7 Exhibit 1 40
8 Secretary of State, et al., 8 Complaint For Declaratory and
9 Defendants. 9 Injunctive Relief
10 STIPULATION 10 Exhibit 2 41
11 IT ISSTIPULATED AND AGREED, 11 First Amended Complaint For Declaratory
12 by and between the parties through their 12 and Injunctive Relief
13 respective counsel, that the deposition of 13 Exhibit 3 49
14 MANASSEH POWELL may be taken before Michelle| 14 Map of countiesin Alabama
15 L. Parvin, Commissioner, at the Alabama 15 Exhibit 4 51
16 Attorney General's Office, 501 Washington 16 2021 Plan (Legidlature)
17 Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama, 36104, on the 17 Exhibit5 58
18 25th day of July, 2024. 18 2023 Plan (Legidature)
19 ITISFURTHER STIPULATED AND 19 Exhibit 6 73
20 AGREED that it shall not be necessary for any 20 Injunction, Order and Court-Ordered
21 objections to be made by counsel to any 21 Remedial Map
22 questions, except asto form or leading 22
23 questions, and that counsel for the parties 23
24 24
25 25
Page 3 Page 5
1 may make objections and assign grounds at the 1 INTHEUNITED STATESDISTRICT COURT FOR
2 timeof tria, or at the time said deposition 2 THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
3 isoffered in evidence, or prior thereto. 3 SOUTHERN DIVISION
4 IT ISFURTHER STIPULATED AND| 4
5 AGREED that notice of filing of the 5 CASE NUMBER: 2:21-cv-1291-AMM
6 deposition by the Commissioner iswaived. 6
7 7 BOBBY SINGLETON, et al.,
8 8 Plaintiffs,
9 9 VS,
10 10 WESALLEN, inhisofficia
11 11 capacity as Alabama
12 12 Secretary of State, et al.,
13 13 Defendants.
14 14
15 15 CASE NUMBER: 2:21-cv-01530-AMM
16 16
17 17 EVAN MILLIGAN, etd.,
18 18 Plaintiffs,
19 19 Vs
20 20 WESALLEN, in hisofficia
21 21 capacity as Secretary of
22 22 State of Alabama, et dl.,
23 23 Defendants.
24 24
25 25
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1 CASE NUMBER: 2:21-cv-01536-AMM 1 I, Michelle L. Parvin, a Court
2 2 Reporter of Birmingham, Alabama, acting as
3 MARCUSCASTER, etd., 3 Commissioner, certify that on this date, as
4 Plaintiffs, 4 provided by the Federal Rules of Civil
5 VS. 5 Procedure of the United States District
6 WESALLEN, in hisofficial 6 Court, and the foregoing stipulation of
7 Capacity as Alabama 7 counsel, there came before me at 501
8 Secretary of State, et d., 8 Washington Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama,
9 Defendants. 9 36104, beginning at 9:13 am., MANASSEH
10 10 POWELL, witness in the above cause, for oral
11 BEFORE: 11 examination, whereupon the following
12 Michelle L. Parvin, Certified 12 proceedings were had:
13 Court Reporter 13
14 APPEARANCES: 14 MANASSEH POWELL,
15 ELIASLAW GROUP by Ms. Jyoti 15 being first duly sworn, was examined and
16 Jasrasaria, 250 Massachusetts Avenue NW, 16 tedtified asfollows:
17 Suite 400, Washington, DC, 20001, appearing 17
18 on behalf of the Plaintiffs. 18 THE COURT REPORTER: Okay. Usud
19 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, |19 dipulations?
20 STATE OF ALABAMA by Ms. Misty S. Fairbanks | 20 MS. MESSICK: Yes, please. But
21 and Mr. Richard D. Mink, 501 Washington 21 thewitness may want to read and sign.
22 Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama, 36104, appearing 22 MS. JASRASARIA: Yes. So, this
23 on behdf of Defendant Secretary Wes Allen. 23 just means that you'll get a chanceto read
24 24
25 25
Page 7 Page 9
1 BALCH & BINGHAM, LLP, by Mr. 1 thetranscript and signit. So, wewould
2 Dorman Walker, 445 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, 2 liketo preserve that right.
3 Alabama, 36101, appearing on behalf of 3 MS. MESSICK: Great.
4 Defendants Representative Chris Pringle and 4
5 Senator Steven Livingston. 5 EXAMINATION BY MS. MESSICK:
6 6
7 7 Q. Good morning.
8 8 A. Good morning.
9 9 Q. My nameisMisty S. Fairbanks
10 10 Messick, and | represent the Secretary of
11 11 State, Wes Allen, in the congressional
12 12 redistricting lawsuit that you have filed.
13 13 Mr. Dorman Walker at the end of the table
14 14 represents Senator Livingston and
15 15 Representative Pringle, who you've al so sued.
16 16 And Mr. Mink in between us works with me
17 17 representing the Secretary of State.
18 18 This deposition is an opportunity
19 19 for usto understand the testimony in this
20 20 matter. There's acourt reporter here. And
21 21 sheisgoing to be taking down everything
22 22 that you say. And you understand that you
23 23 are answering questions under oath, correct?
24 24
25 25
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1 A. Uh-huh. 1 know that. When you leave here today, | want
2 Q. Okay. Because we need the court 2 to have the best answers that you can give me
3 reporter to accurately transcribe everything 3 today as-- you know, you may not remember
4 that we say today, we have afew rulesfor 4 everything | ask, but what you do know, what
5 thisconversation that are different from 5 you do remember, | want to have your best,
6 everyday conversations. First of all, when 6 most accurate testimony by the time you leave
7 peoplearejust interacting, it's really easy 7 evenif it means going back to something.
8 totalk over each other sometimes. That 8 Y our counsel may object from time
9 makesit really hard on the court reporter to 9 totime. Normally, that's an objection to
10 accurately transcribe what has been said. 10 theform. She doesn't like something about
11 So, | will do my best to wait for you to 11 my question. If that's the case, you can
12 finish giving an answer before | ask another 12 still answer the question. Sometimes | might
13 question, and I'll ask you to hear my entire 13 say, hey, she'sright, and rephrase the
14 question, wait for me to finish before you 14 question. But you should plan on answering
15 dtart answering. I'll tell you that's also 15 every question | ask unless you're instructed
16 to your advantage because sometimes the 16 not to answer.
17 witness thinks they know where the lawyer's 17 A. Okay.
18 going, and they answer a different question 18 Q. Wewill occasionally take breaks.
19 thanthe lawyer was going to ask. It may be 19 If you need abreak, feel free to ask for
20 abetter one than the lawyer was going to 20 one. But | will ask you to answer whatever
21 ask. So, you're creating an extra question 21 question that | have on the table before we
22 for yourself. 22 takeabreak. And sometimes| might want to
23 It's also important to speak your 23 get acouple more questionsin to finish up a
24 24
25 25
Page 11 Page 13
1 answers. It'sfineif you want to shake your 1 topic area. ButI'll try and giveyou a
2 head and use your hands, too, but it is 2 break quickly after you ask for one.
3 important that you speak so that the court 3 Is there any reason, including
4 reporter can reliably get your answers down. 4 medical conditions or medication that you're
5 A. Okay. 5 not able to completely and truthfully answer
6 Q. If youdo not understand a 6 my questions here today?
7 question, please let me know. I'm happy to 7 A. No, it'snot.
8 rephraseit. You can also ask the court 8 Q. Okay. Do you have any questions
9 reporter to read it back. But | want you to 9 about the process before we get started?
10 understand what I'm asking. 10 A. No, | don't. Attorney Jyoti has
11 A. Okay. 11 referred to me a pretty good idea as to what
12 Q. Andif you don't hear aquestion 12 we'redoing.
13 for any reason, you can ask meto repeat it 13 Q. Excellent. Would you please
14 or have her read it back. 14 state your name for the record?
15 Sometimes during the course of a 15 A. Manasseh Powell.
16 deposition, awitness will give an answer, 16 Q. And haveyou ever been involved
17 and then, later, while we're still here, 17 inlitigation before the current lawsuit that
18 they'll redlize, oh, that was wrong, or she 18 we're here about today?
19 asked mefor alist, and | only thought of 19 A. No, | haven't.
20 threethings, but I've thought of two more. 20 Q. Haveyou ever been deposed before
21 If you need to go back to refine or change 21 today?
22 any of your answers while we're here today, 22 A. No, | haven'.
23 pleaselet me know that or let your lawyer 23 Q. And haveyou ever testified in
24 24
25 25
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1 court? 1 of them that was, | guess, explaining what
2 A. | have. 2 was happening with this case.

3 Q. When did you testify in court? 3 Q. Werethose, again, things you

4 A. That's going to go back to 20 -- 4 found on the internet?

5 if you'retalking -- referring to when you 5 A. These was some journals that was
6 are summoned for ajury; isthat the same 6 given to me, forwarded to me.

7 thing? 7 Q. By whom?

8 Q. Oh, okay. Let'signore any jury 8 A. WEell, it'sthe young man that

9 duty. 9 | -- that actually got me into all of this,

10 A. Okay. So, no, | haven't. 10 he'sthe union president.

11 Q. Okay. Didyou end up serving on 11 Q. Okay. What's his name?

12 ajury? 12 A. Wendel. And he gave me some

13 A. |did. 13 infotolook over. And --

14 Q. What kind of casewasit? 14 Q. Isthat Wendell Thomas?

15 A. Itwasayoung man had shot 15 A. ltis

16 someone. And | think they proved that he did 16 Q. Okay.

17 sometime. 17 A. So, you know Wendell?

18 Q. Okay. Doyou remember when about |18 Q. Ifhes--

19 that was? 19 A. Oh, he'sone of -- he's one of

20 A. About thirty years ago. 20 the guysthat's doing this?

21 Q. Do you remember if that wasin 21 Q. Yes Hesaplaintiff, also. |

22 state court or federal court? 22 wasgoing to ask you if you knew him and |

23 A. Itwasright herein Montgomery. 23 wasgoing to ask you how you ended up in this

24 24

25 25

Page 15 Page 17
1 Right -- it was state. 1 case. So, now, we know those answers.
2 Q. Haveyou testified under oath 2 So, he forwarded you some
3 outside of acourt proceeding? 3 information that you looked at --
4 A. No. 4 A. Yeah, thiswas--
5 Q. Okay. What did you do to prepare 5 Q. --orlistened --
6 for your deposition today? 6 A. Thiswas--
7 A. Wedll, | attempted to gather 7 Q. --to?
8 information. It referred to this case 8 A. Thiswas-- thiswas before |
9 gpecific asto the redrawing of the district 9 evenjoined -- signed the petition, okay?

10 and understand maybe alittle bit asto 10 So -- and then, in talking with my

11 reasoning behind that idea and read some more |11 representative, | was -- she gave me some --

12 supporting information that would, you might 12 well, not gave me, sent me atext that if |

13 say, solidify my idea of thinking that this 13 wanted to find out some more information, |

14 would be agood thing. 14 cango -- | can read that info, yeah.

15 Q. Wereyou looking at things on the 15 Q. Andwho areyou referring to when

16 internet? 16 you say my representative?

17 A. | waslooking at things on the 17 A. Ms. Jyoti.

18 internet, yes. 18 Q. Oh, okay. Conversations between

19 Q. Didyou, in preparation for this 19 you and her are privileged. So, | might ask

20 deposition, read any documents that were 20 you if you talked to her, when you talked to

21 filedin thiscase? 21 her, how long you talked to her, but I'm not

22 A. | list -- there's some -- there's 22 going to ask you what you talked to her

23 some tapes out therethat | listened to some 23 about.

24 24

25 25
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1 A. Okay. 1 putting that out there. Y eah.
2 Q. AndI might ask you if you looked 2 Q. What do you remember looking at
3 at documents while she was prepping you, but 3 ontheinternet about this case?
4 1'm not going to ask about those 4 A. Wadll, it'salot of information,
5 conversations. And | would encourage you -- 5 but I'll try and make it short. But the
6 A, Wdl, I -- 6 redrawing of the -- of the district. | think
7 Q. -- not to offer anything -- 7 thedistrict, at current, | think it's
8 A. Okay. 8 somewhere forty-eight point seven percent in
9 Q. -- about them. 9 2. And during the election periods of time,
10 A. | asked whether there -- | asked 10 most of the time, even though the majority of
11 her whether there was some info that she 11 Black people, they don't get their
12 could forward methat | can become alittle 12 representative as a Black representative.
13 bit more knowledgeable as to this case, and 13 They get basically the -- yeah. And so, |
14 shejust sent mealink to go and said if | 14 think in redrawing, it will give them almost
15 wanted to find out something about that. So, 15 anequal chance of getting the representation
16 it wason my request, so -- just to clear 16 that -- you know, that the people of those
17 that al up, yeah. 17 areas, issuesthat they may be concerned
18 MS. JASRASARIA: Yeah. AndI'll 18 about would be better represented.
19 just object to -- I'll instruct you not to 19 Q. Doesthat representative need to
20 answer additional questions about our 20 beBlack?
21 conversation -- 21 A. Wédl, | would say it'sthe issue
22 THE WITNESS: Okay. 22 not necessarily the color, okay?
23 MS. JASRASARIA: -- whether it's 23 Q. Okay.
24 24
25 25
Page 19 Page 21
1 you asking me or me giving you information. 1 A. S0, if that representative was of
2 THE WITNESS: Can you scratch 2 color is concerned with the issues of that
3 that? 3 district, then, no, it don't.
4 MS. JASRASARIA: No, no. 4 Q. Doesthat representative need to
5 THEWITNESS: I'mjust joking 5 beaDemocrat?
6 about that. 6 A. Wadl,it--1thinkit'sa
7 MS. JASRASARIA: Everything you 7 Demoacratic district. So, it should be.
8 sadisfine. 8 Q. Do you remember anything else
9 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Well, and the 9 that you've read about your case on the
10 privilegeisyoursto waive. So, it's your 10 internet?
11 decision. 11 A. It'salotsof -- alot of
12 A. Okay. 12 history, you know, even parties that go back.
13 Q. But, obvioudly -- 13 So, I'll just answer your question if you
14 A. Okay. 14 don't mind instead of me just trying to tell
15 Q. --your counsel -- 15 youwhat all | read because only a small
16 A. Yeah 16 percent of it wasretained. And so, | would,
17 Q. --wouldlikeyou -- 17 you know --
18 A. All right. 18 Q. Okay. | assume that you spoke
19 Q. --tonottell me-- 19 with your lawyer in preparation for this
20 A. Thanksfor that bit. Thanksfor 20 deposition. Was anybody else present for
21 that bit. 21 that conversation?
22 Q. --tonottell me-- 22 A. No.
23 A. Becausel waskind of hesitant in 23 Q. Okay. Didyou tak to anybody
24 24
25 25
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1 other than your lawyers about this 1 come here and do this. And | just talked to
2 deposition? 2 him yesterday.
3 A. Youknow, | didn't. Infact, 3 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. You have
4 when | get back, I'm going to talk to one 4 mentioned a petition a couple of times and
5 because wetalked. And he never did let on 5 you've mentioned signing a petition. And
6 that he was one of the representatives for 6 normally when | think of signing a petition,
7 this, okay? 7 | think of, you know, Dear, Mr. President, we
8 Q. Okay. 8 want you to adopt this policy. Areyou
9 A. Because | mentioned to him, what 9 taking about that thing?
10 you got meinto, man. And he was, you 10 A. No.
11 know -- 0, no, | haven't. 11 Q. Oryou'resaying --
12 Q. Okay. What do you remember about 12 A. No.
13 your conversations about this litigation with 13 Q. --kind of signing on to this
14 Wendell Thomas, the conversations you had 14 whole case?
15 with him about thislitigation? 15 A. | think they wastrying to get at
16 MS. JASRASARIA: And | will just 16 least three, four hundred, as many people it
17 object on common interest privilege that -- 17 wason alist of paper. | wasjust aname
18 I'm instructing you not to answer 18 that's saying, | guess, to go through and as
19 about any conversations you had with Mr. 19 support in this effort. No, this wasn't
20 Thomas after thelitigation was filed. But 20 going -- | think this was just something to
21 if you recall conversations you had before 21 havethispresented in court asitis. It
22 thislitigation wasfiled, you're welcome to 22 just said, hey, you've got three, four
23 answer those. 23 hundred thousand people here signed the -- |
24 24
25 25
Page 23 Page 25
1 A. | didn't have any conversations 1 calledit apetition. What would you call
2 before -- 2 it? What would you call it?
3 MS. MESSICK: I'm sorry. Hold 3 Q. Okay. That'shelpful. Thank
4 on. 4 you.
5 Are you thinking that a privilege 5 How do you know Mr. Thomas?
6 appliesevenif no lawyer wasthere or are 6 A. Union 9504. | worked at Maxwell
7 you limiting -- isyour instruction limited 7 Air Force Base. I'm one of the -- I'm the --
8 toif there was alawyer there? 8 I'mtherapid response person. And Wendell
9 MS. JASRASARIA: So, certainly, 9 isthe president of the union. So, we have
10 if any conversations you're thinking of were 10 meetings each month and discuss union issues
11 with Mr. Thomas and the legal team, then, 11 and things, bargaining agreements and stuff
12 those are privileged. Any conversations that 12 likethat.
13 you had with him separately, you can -- you 13 Q. Okay. What do you mean when you
14 can discuss. 14 say you're the rapid response person?
15 A. Weéll, likel wastelling you, we 15 A. If those are issues or something
16 haven't talked that much. The only 16 that we need -- that they're asking for in DC
17 conversations that we had with this matter is 17 to get support on certain decision they're
18 that in him getting me to sign the petition, 18 going to make, so we -- that comes down from
19 okay? We haven't discussed the case or -- 19 theunion districtsto get support to sign a
20 prior tothat -- after -- well, after that, 20 petition, get our people to sign petition so
21 we haven't discussed anything. That's what 21 they can get these namesin front of the
22 I'mtelling you. | didn't even know he was 22 representative to say, hey, we have alot of
23 one of the persons that had been summonedto | 23 people concerned about the decisions that
24 24
25 25
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1 you're going to make on certain policies or 1 Q. That's over off Vaughn Road?
2 rulesand things of that nature. 2 A. No, that's out in Dalraida off of
3 Q. So, rapid response has something 3 WaresFerry.
4 to do with the union; that's not your day job 4 Q. Oh, okay. Isthat your only
5 at Maxwell? 5 residence?
6 A. Oh, no, no, no. 6 A. | have another house that my
7 Q. Okay. 7 mother livein.
8 A. That'sjust -- that's -- no. 8 Q. Okay. Which address are you
9 Q. Okay. 9 registered to vote at?
10 A. No, it'snot. 10 A. 558 Grove Park Drive.
11 Q. Widl, like, | think we have a 11 Q. Okay. Areyou saying Grove Park
12 rapid response team for riots at prisons. 12 or Grover?
13 So, | thought you were -- 13 A. Grove, G-r-o-v-e.
14 A. Oh, no, no-- 14 Q. Okay. How long have you lived on
15 Q. --taking about -- 15 Grove Park Drive?
16 A. --no, no. 16 A. Twenty-three years.
17 Q. --that'syour -- 17 Q. Where were you raised?
18 A. ldon't-- 18 A. |was--| wasraisedin the
19 Q. --jobduty. 19 Lowndes County, Black Belt areatill | were
20 A. I'mnot one of their SWAT people 20 twelve, and then, we moved here to
21 put up and go. 21 Montgomery.
22 Q. Okay. Well, we'll come back to 22 Q. Haveyou lived anywhere else
23 what your day job actualy is. 23 besides Lowndes County and Montgomery County?
24 24
25 25
Page 27 Page 29
1 Did you look at any mapsin 1 A. If you'rereferring to the
2 preparation for this deposition? 2 twenty-eight and ahalf years| did in the
3 A. Not enough to be educated on a 3 military.
4 map, but | did look at a couple of maps. 4 Q. Okay. Which branch were you in?
5 Q. Do you know which ones you looked 5 A. Four years army, twenty-four and
6 at? For instance, did you look at the map 6 ahalf inthe Air Force. Or Air National
7 that the court put in place -- 7 Guard, active Air National Guard.
8 A. Oh, well -- 8 Q. So, when you were doing the Air
9 Q. --the map that the legislature 9 Nationa Guard, wereyou still living in
10 drew? 10 Montgomery?
11 A. No, | just looked at the maps 11 A. | were
12 that -- | think where it's seven districts 12 Q. Okay. Where were you stationed
13 there now, and then, it shows the old and 13 for the four years you werein the army?
14 what would the new one look like, something 14 A. Trained in Fort Riley, Kansas,
15 likethat. And that'sall. 15 basic went to Huntsville at the missile
16 Q. Anddid you bring any documents 16 system for AIT, and then, straight over Korea
17 with you here today? 17 for ayear and back -- and took Kansas, Fort
18 A. No. 18 Riley, Kansas, for the remaining of the four
19 Q. Okay. What year were you born? 19 years.
20 A. 1955 20 Q. So, Kansas, Huntsville, and
21 Q. What isyour address? 21 Korea?
22 A. 558 Grove Park Drive, Montgomery, 22 A. Huh?
23 Alabama, 36109. 23 Q. Kansas, Huntsville, and Korea?
24 24
25 25
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1 A. That's correct. 1 Q. Didyou attend college at any
2 Q. Okay. So, haveyou lived 2 point?
3 anywhere other than Lowndes County, 3 A. | have amaster's degree.
4 Montgomery, Kansas, Huntsville, and Korea? 4 Q. Allright. Let'sstart with, do
5 A. Taking about military? 5 you have an associate's degree?
6 Q. Anytimeinyour life, have you 6 A. | have an associate's, aBS, and
7 lived -- 7 amaster's.
8 A. Yes 8 Q. What isyour associate'sin?
9 Q. --anywhereelse? 9 A. Business admin.
10 A. Threetripsto Korea, two to 10 Q. Fromwhere?
11 Guam, seven to Hawaii, two to Canada. 11 A. Troy.
12 Q. Andyou said trips. Did you 12 Q. Troy at which campus?
13 visit these places or you lived -- 13 A. Herein Montgomery.
14 A. Deployment. 14 Q. Andwhat isyour bachelor'sin?
15 Q. --intheseplaces? 15 A. Business management. It'salso
16 Okay. 16 from Troy.
17 A. Thisisdeployment. That's -- 17 Q. Andwhat isyour master'sin?
18 yeah. 18 A. HR, human resources. It'salso
19 Q. Okay. So, Guam, Hawaii, and 19 from Troy.
20 Canada? 20 Q. Okay. What year did you get your
21 A. Guam, Hawaii, Canada, Korea. 21 master's?
22 Q. Okay. 22 A. |thinkitwas-- I'mtrying to
23 A. Andit seemed like I'm missing 23 remember what thering have oniit. | think
24 24
25 25
Page 31 Page 33
1 oneor two but -- 1 it's'86, | believe.
2 Q. Okay. If you think of them 2 Q. Areyou married?
3 later, please let me know. 3 A. lam.
4 A. Uh-huh. 4 Q. Howlong?
5 Q. Didyou graduate from high 5 A. Twenty-threeyears. Second
6 school? 6 marriage. So, | was married before that.
7 A. Uh-huh. 7 Q. Do you have any children?
8 Q. Which high school? 8 A. | havefivekids.
9 A. Lanier. 9 Q. Areany of them adults?
10 Q. So, Sidney Lanier here -- 10 A. All of them is adult.
11 A. Sidney Lanier -- 11 Q. Okay. Canyoutell me, do any of
12 Q. --inMontgomery? 12 themlivein Alabama?
13 A. --right. 13 A. Two of them live in Alabama.
14 Uh-huh. 14 Q. Okay. What cities do those two
15 THE COURT REPORTER: | canonly |15 livein?
16 get oneat atime. 16 A. Montgomery.
17 MS. MESSICK: I'm sorry. 17 Q. Havethe other three ever been
18 Q. What year did you graduate? 18 registered to vote in Alabama?
19 A. '74. Fixingto have my fiftieth 19 A. All of them registered to vote.
20 reunion, yeah. 20 Q. InAlabama?
21 Q. Comesup quick, doesn't it? 21 A. Wsdl, no. Two of -- one -- first
22 A. | didn't know too many people, 22 wife, my son livein Chicago. Junior livein
23 but they had our high school pictures on. 23 Chicago.
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. So, he'snever lived in 1 A. Maggie Street Missionary Baptist
2 Alabama-- 2 Church.
3 A. Henever -- 3 Q. Isthat in Montgomery?
4 Q. --asanadult? 4 A. Uh-huh. On Maggie Street over
5 A. Wadl, helived here for about 5 there by the park, in front of Jackson
6 two -- not as an adult, no. 6 Hospital.
7 Q. Okay. The other four have al 7 Q. Okay. Approximately, how long
8 been registered votersin Alabama? 8 haveyou attended there?
9 A. No. Hissister has never lived 9 A. Well, that one, twenty-three
10 in Alabamaeither. 10 years.
11 Q. Okay. Havethe other three 11 Q. Doyou have aleadership role
12 Adl -- 12 there?
13 A. And the other -- 13 A. ldo.
14 Q. -- beenregistered -- 14 Q. Andwhat isthat?
15 A. --threebeenregistered -- yeah, 15 A. Well, | am the assistant chair
16 they al areregistered to vote in Alabama. 16 over the deacon board and I'm over the
17 Q. Okay. What isyour day job at 17 benevolent. | am the secretary of the men's
18 the Maxwell Air Force Base? 18 choir, and | just -- we just had -- got rid
19 A. lama--| amthesenior 19 of being over the men's ministry. So, that
20 munition inspector. 20 right there.
21 Q. What doesthat entail doing? 21 Q. Areyouamember of any civic
22 A. Weél, I'll try to make this short 22 organizations at thistime?
23 for you but training -- military have to stay 23 A. No.
24 24
25 25
Page 35 Page 37
1 qualified in firearms and training and stuff 1 Q. Haveyou been amember of any
2 of this nature, even the -- so, we are over 2 civic organizationsin the last ten years?
3 acquiring the ordinance that they need for 3 A. No.
4 training the base and training security 4 Q. Do you have social media
5 forces, pilots, and all that stuff. So, in 5 accounts?
6 order for them to get those assets, we have 6 A. | havea-- | have aaccount, but
7 toputinrequisitionsto get the asset. We 7 it'snot active. | just -- | opened one up.
8 maintain and keep the asset safe until they 8 | never -- don't have anything on it.
9 haveaneed forit. Then, weissueto the 9 Q. Which social mediaplatformis
10 peoplethat have authorization to draw those 10 that?
11 asset to use for their certifications and 11 A. Facebook.
12 things of that nature. 12 Q. Isthat account public?
13 So, my job isto make sure all 13 A. Yeah, because | guessyou put my
14 that happen and the ordinance we haveis 14 nameinthereand can pull it up. All you
15 safe, form, fit, and function, okay? So, 15 seeisapicture and maybe where | went to
16 that what a munition inspector job entail, 16 schoal at, but | ain't got nothing on it.
17 acquiring and maintaining and proper 17 Q. Okay. So, isthere anything on
18 expenditure and that no rounds get in the 18 it about thislitigation at all?
19 wrong hands. So, yeah. 19 A. No, it ain't got nothing on it.
20 Q. Okay. Do you regularly attend 20 Q. Youand Wendell Thomas are not
21 church? 21 theonly plaintiffsin thislitigation. Do
22 A. |do. 22 you know Marcus Caster?
23 Q. Doyou mind telling me where? 23 A. Marcuswho?
24 24
25 25
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14 being here.

15 Did you encourage anybody elseto
16 beaplaintiff in thislawsuit or any of the
17 other lawsuits --

18 A. Wdl --

19 Q. -- about thisissue --

20 A. --no, butin my office, | did

21 encourage a couple of guysto sign the
22 petition that | signed.

23 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to hand you a
24

25

Page 38 Page 40
1 Q. Caster. 1 document that I'm marking as Defendant's
2 A. That name sound familiar. He at 2 Exhibit 1.
3 Maxwell? 3
4 Q. | don'tbelieve so. 4 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 1
5 A. No, | don't think | know him. 5 was marked for identification and
6 Q. Do you know LaKeisha Chestnut? 6 copy of same is attached hereto.)
7 A. She sound familiar, but, no, | 7
8 don't know her right offhand. 8 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) And I'll
9 Q. Do you know Bobby Lee DuBose? 9 represent to you that thisisthe original
10 A. No. 10 complaint that you filed in this lawsuit.
11 Q. Do you know Benjamin Jones? 11 I'dlikeyou to take aminuteto look at it
12 A. Benjamin Jones? 12 andtell meif you recognize this document.
13 Q. Okay. 13 A. That'swherel get those names
14 A. No. 14 from. I think in signing the petition, these
15 Q. Do you know Rodney Allen Love? 15 nameswas at the top of that. Yeah.
16 A. Rodney Allen Love? No. 16 Q. Okay.
17 Q. Do you know Ronald Smith? 17 A. Okay. So--
18 A. | know aRonald Smith, but | 18 Q. So, the question was: Do you
19 doubt if he would be one of the ones that 19 recognize the document?
20 we're talking about. 20 A. Weéll, | have never seen the
21 Q. Okay. Theonel'm talking about 21 document, okay?
22 isin Bullock County. 22 Q. Okay.
23 A. No. 23 MS. MESSICK: Can we go off the
24 24
25 25
Page 39 Page 41
1 Q. Okay. So, you said Wendell 1 record for thirty seconds?
2 Thomastalked you into being part of this 2
3 lawsuit. Did -- 3 (Whereupon, a discussion was held
4 A. Hetalked meinto signing this 4 off the record.)
5 petition, okay? And | thought that's all | 5
6 hadtodo. | didn't know | was going to -- | 6 MS. MESSICK: Let's go back on.
7 didn't know -- you know, I'm not saying -- 7
8 I'mjust -- | didn't know -- 8 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 2
S Q. Okay. 9 was marked for identification and
10 A. --that| wasgoingto bea 10 copy of sameis attached hereto.)
11 person representing, take off work to come 11
12 and -- you know, | just didn't know that. 12 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) I'm going to
3 Q. Okay. Wéll, | appreciate you 13 hand you a document that I'm marking as

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Defendant's Exhibit 2. And | will represent
to you that thisis the complaint that you
filed in this case earlier thisyear. So,
this replaces the first one that you |ooked
at. And my question, once again, is going to
be, do you recognize this document?

A. No.

Q. Do you know why there are -- do
you know what changed between the first
complaint and the second complaint, what
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Page 42 Page 44
1 facts might have required a new complaint? 1 redistricting, what promptsit?
2 A. No. | couldn't tell you. 2 A. A censustake place.
3 Q. Okay. Haveyou read any expert 3 Q. Okay. Inprior years, have you
4 reportsin this case? 4 paid attention to how lines are redistricted
5 A. No, | haven't. 5 after the census?
6 Q. Haveyou read any court opinions 6 A. Well, you know, to be frank with
7 issued inthis case? 7 you, no, | haven't, but | worked on census
8 A. No, | haven't. 8 and what the census -- afew years ago as
9 Q. Asyou sit here today, can you 9 getting a number count, going to different
10 think of any other documents that have been 10 placesto get everybody to sign and -- these
11 filed inthis case that you would have read? 11 long drawn-out forms, which, to be honest
12 A document that wasfiled is going to look a 12 with you, | didn't do it through the whole
13 lot like these (indicating). 13 period of time because | thought it was -- it
14 A. No. 14 was-- well, no, | do not.
15 Q. Okay. And for the record, these, 15 Q. Widll, | wasgoingto ask you
16 | wasreferring to Exhibits 1 and 2. 16 about the census next.
17 A. No. 17 A. Yeah.
18 Q. What isyour understanding of 18 Q. So, they did acensusin 2020.
19 what redistricting is? 19 And it sounds like you were encouraging
20 A. Fromwhat | have gathered is that 20 peopleto fill out the census; isthat right?
21 by remapping to include -- and | don't 21 A. That were many -- like| said,
22 know -- | don't -- | -- I'm alittle leery of 22 that were many years ago, and that was
23 caling the Washington County as being 23 something | got out of work -- | was-- | --
24 24
25 25
Page 43 Page 45
1 included in the -- in the redrawing of the 1 you had to go take atest, and then, they
2 lines and stuff, but asthe -- it would give 2 selected certain people. And then, | was one
3 District 2 amore stable -- or you may say a 3 of the onesthey selected. | had alittle
4 more number count to select people that 4 time-- | always had two or three jobs. So,
5 actualy represent their interest. 5 that wasjust something | was doing and, you
6 Q. Why did you single out Washington 6 know, you did it on your own time when you
7 County? 7 would, you know, go out to where -- they gave
8 A. Becauseinlooking at -- | told 8 you aarea, adistrict that you worked in,
9 youl had seen -- just had seen amap. And | 9 addressesand all. And you went to their
10 actualy blowed up and -- that's the only one 10 house, knocked on the doors. This was many
11 redly name that sticks out that he included 11 yearsago. And every person that did -- in
12 Washington County. And it sticks -- it just 12 the house had to be put on this--
13 stuck with me. 13 Q. Okay.
14 Q. Okay. So, you'relooking for the 14 A. --form.
15 districts that Alabama has drawn to be 15 Yeah. Yeah.
16 changed as part of thislawsuit. Do you have 16 Q. So, you actually picked up aside
17 any knowledge about when the state drawsnew |17 job working for the census --
18 lines separate from when there are lawsuits 18 A. Uh-huh.
19 that cause that to happen? 19 Q. -- many years ago?
20 A. Weéll, from my knowledge, | think 20 A. Uh-huh.
21 they do that every ten years, don't they? 21 Q. For the 2020 census, did you have
22 Q. Okay. Do you know what happens 22 any role with the Census --
23 every ten yearsjust before they do the 23 A. No, | did not.
24 24
25 25
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Page 46 Page 48
1 Q. --Bureau? 1 Q. I'msorry?
2 Do you know what the census -- 2 A. Ridgecrest.
3 the 2020 Census showed about the changein 3 Q. Ridgecrest?
4 population in Alabama? 4 A. Uh-huh. You know, maybe | don't
5 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to 5 know asmuch as| do -- | don't know the
6 form. 6 area, what they call Regency Park, okay?
7 Y ou can answer. 7 Q. Citiesor countiesisfine. I'm
8 A. Waéll, | can't answer that because 8 not asking you to tell me neighborhoodsin
9 | haven't read anything on it. 9 Montgomery.
10 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. Do you 10 A. Oh, okay. No, | don't -- |
11 know what role, if any, population playsin 11 don't -- | don't feel comfortable with --
12 drawing districts? 12 Q. Okay.
13 A. In-- repeat that question. Put 13 A. -- answering that question.
14 itinlaymen terms because -- 14 Other than my area. | know
15 Q. Okay. So, it soundslikeyou 15 ther€'salarge population of Blacksin my
16 understand that the lines, for instance, for 16 areanow, forty-eight point some-odd percent.
17 Congress, get redrawn after the census and 17 But other areas, | couldn't redly tell you.
18 you know the censusisfiguring out how many |18 | don't -- haven't paid much attention to
19 peopleliveinan area-- 19 that.
20 A. Uh-huh. 20 Q. When you say your area, are you
21 Q. -- and also getting demographic 21 talking about --
22 data about those people. 22 A. Disdtrict 2.
23 What I'm wondering isif you know 23 Q. -- Congressional District 2 --
24 24
25 25
Page 47 Page 49
1 what the relationship is between what the 1 A. Uh-huh.
2 census data show and how the lines get 2 Q. -- based on the things that you
3 redrawn? 3 readin--
4 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 4 A. Right.
5 Form. 5 Q. --inpreparation --
6 But you can answer. 6 A. -- because -- yeah, that, you
7 A. I'mnot going to even attempt 7 know, | looked -- | just finished looking up
8 that because, to be honest with you, | have 8 4l that stuff.
9 very limited knowledge and | don't feel 9 Q. Okay. Thank you. I'm going to
10 comfortablein giving you an opinion that | 10 hand you amap that I'm marking as
11 don't, you know -- 11 Defendant's Exhibit 3.
12 Q. Okay. 12
13 A. --redly fully understand. 13 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 3
14 Q. Okay. | don'tknowisa 14 was marked for identification and
15 perfectly fine answer. 15 copy of same is attached hereto.)
16 Do you know where Black citizens 16
17 residein Alabamain large numbers? 17 Q. (BY MS MESSICK) AndI'll
18 A. | know some spots where Black 18 represent to you thisisamap of Alabama
19 peoplereside. 19 countiesthat | got off the internet. And |
20 Q. Will you tell me the areas that 20 just thought it might be helpful for you to
21 you know about that have alarge number of 21 havethat handy.
22 Black residents? 22 Canyou tell me, if you know,
23 A. Ridgecrest. 23 which counties are in the Black Belt?
24 24
25 25
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Page 50 Page 52
1 A. Wdl, I'll take -- I'll take a -- 1 recognize this map?
2 Lowndes, Wilcox, Monroe, Clarke, Washington, | 2 A. | recognize the map as being
3 Choctaw, Marengo, Dallas. Inthat area? 3 Alabama
4 That's--1don't-- 1 don't -- I'm not for 4 Q. Okay. So, thiswasthe map --
5 sureonthat, okay? 5 A. Okay. So, thisisprior to?
6 Q. Okay. Do you know what 6 Q. Thisisthe map the legidature
7 percentage of Alabama's population is Black? 7 originally drew in 2021 and that prompted you
8 A. Youknow, | just read that, but | 8 tosue
9 can't recall what it was. | just -- during 9 What district, if you can tell
10 thevoting, | just saw that info, but | can't 10 from thismap, did you -- do you livein
11 recal what itis. 11 under this map?
12 Q. Okay. Do you know -- so, after 12 A. | will beup therein Montgomery,
13 the census happens and it's time to 13 District 2.
14 redistrict and draw those new congressional 14 Q. Okay. Inthismap, Montgomery is
15 district lines, do you know who in Alabamais 15 inDistricts2 and 7. Doesthis map have
16 responsible for drawing those lines? 16 enough detail for you to know which district
17 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 17 youlivedin?
18 Form. 18 A. Uh-huh.
19 Y ou can answer. 19 Q. Okay. Andyou believe you would
20 A. | don't know. 20 havebeenin District 2?
21 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Okay. So, the 21 A. laminDistrict 2.
22 linesare actually passed asalaw in 22 Q. Okay. Doyou have any
23 Alabama 23 information about how this map was drawn?
24 24
25 25
Page 51 Page 53
1 A. Passed asawhat? 1 A. Rephrase your question.
2 Q. It'salaw like any other law. 2 Q. Do you have any information about
3 It'spassed by the legidature, and then, the 3 what role, if any, race played in drawing
4 governor either signsit or vetoesit. 4 thismap?
5 So, there were legidative 5 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
6 proceedingsinvolved in drawing the 6 Form.
7 congressional map. Did you follow any of 7 But you may answer.
8 those legidative proceedings? 8 A. Wadll, if | understand you
9 A. No, I didn't. 9 correctly, you're asking me -- you're asking
10 Isthis stuff you're giving me, 10 methe reason that we feel as though they
11 I'mgoing to be able to keep? 11 need to redraw this map? Isthat what you're
12 Q. Yes, you can keep those if you 12 asking me?
13 want. 13 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) No, but I'm
14 I'm handing you what I'm marking 14 going to ask you that, too. So, let'sgo
15 as Defendant's Exhibit 4. 15 ahead and do that one. What do you not like
16 16 about this map?
17 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 4 17 A. WEell, adding, | guess you could
18 was marked for identification and 18 call those, a couple cities that it would
19 copy of same is attached hereto.) 19 increase the percentage of Blacks that would
20 20 givethem, | guessyou would call it, a
21 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) And I will 21 better chance of selecting people that when
22 represent to you that thisis the map that 22 they go to Washington, they would be more
23 the-- that Alabama adopted in 2021. Do you 23 likely to present interest of people that
24 24
25 25
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Page 54 Page 56
1 liveinthose areas. 1 couldn't be used.
2 Q. Okay. Do you have any evidence 2 And my side took an appeal to the
3 about why the lines were drawn the way they 3 United States Supreme Court. Are you aware
4 werein this particular map? 4 that this case wasin the United States
5 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 5 Supreme Court?
6 Form. 6 A. | --yes, | somewhat was.
7 Y ou can answer. 7 Q. Okay.
8 A. No, | don't have any evidence. 8 A. Yeah.
9 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Okay. So, 9 Q. Do you know what decision the
10 after this map was adopted, you sued, as did 10 Supreme Court made? Do you know who won in
11 some other people. There'sthree different 11 the Supreme Court?
12 lawsuits challenging -- that originally 12 A. No.
13 challenged thismap. Do you know what 13 Q. Okay. Have you made any public
14 happened next in the litigation? 14 statements--
15 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 15 A. No.
16 Form. 16 Q. -- about thislitigation?
17 But you can answer. 17 Did you attend the oral argument
18 A. Wadll, | guessit would follow the 18 at the Supreme Court?
19 normal sue process of going to -- can | ask 19 A. No.
20 you aquestion or do you want me to just 20 Q. So, youwon, and asaresult, a
21 answer your question? I'm not at liberty to 21 new map was needed for this election that's
22 ask questions? 22 going on right now. And the legidature was
23 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Therearevery 23 given the opportunity to draw anew map. Did
24 24
25 25
Page 55 Page 57
1 few questionsyou could ask me right now that 1 you follow those legidlative proceedings?
2 | would answer. But | don't want you to 2 A. No, but | do have -- and I'm not
3 speculate or tell me what you -- 3 being sarcastic or anything but -- well, |
4 A. Okay. So-- 4 know you didn't appeal or anything. But,
5 Q. --think -- 5 yeah, we won at the Supreme Court. And
6 A. --no 6 what's the deal with the fight still goes on
7 Q. -- probably happened. 7 dl of this? You know, why are we still here
8 | just -- 8 onthis, you know? So, | --
9 A. No, | don't. 9 Q. Okay. So, the answer to that
10 Q. --wanttoknow -- 10 questionisthat your side got a preliminary
11 A. No, no. No, | don't. 11 injunction. So, that's atemporary
12 THE COURT REPORTER: | canonly |12 injunction.
13 getoneat atime. 13 A. Uh-huh. Uh-huh.
14 A. Well gowith | don't know. 14 Q. And so, were still going to go
15 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. 15 totrial andto final judgment.
16 THE COURT REPORTER: Pleasewait |16 A. Basicaly, appealing it?
17 and let her finish because | can only take 17 Q. No, we're going to have atrial
18 oneperson at atime. 18 inthe bottom level court, in the district
19 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Okay. So, you 19 court. And then, depending on what happens
20 moved for apreliminary injunction, and the 20 there, one side or the other might appeal.
21 district court gaveit to you -- 21 Andit'll eventually be over once we've had a
22 A. Uh-huh. 22 fina trial and afinal appeal. So, the
23 Q. -- and said that thismap 23 relief that you've gotten so far is
24 24
25 25
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Page 58

Page 60

1 preliminary. And that's why we're still 1 A. I'mlooking at 2021. It look
2 here. 2 like Autauga and Elmore wasin District 2.
3 So, you told me that you did not 3 I'mlooking at '23, Autauga and part of
4 follow the 2023 proceedingsin the 4 Elmoreisout of District 2. However,
5 legidature. So, I'm going to show you the 5 Lowndesand Butler -- okay. Lowndes -- but
6 map that the legislature adopted last year 6 anyway.
7 after the Supreme Court'sruling. And this 7 Y ou know what? That -- the -- to
8 will be Defendant's Exhibit 5. 8 behonest, themap asa-- asa-- asa
9 9 citizen, alayperson, the map don't -- that's
10 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 5 10 for the people that we elected understand
11 was marked for identification and 11 thesethings, you know. And that alot of
12 copy of sameis attached hereto.) 12 time, you go out of their wealth of knowledge
13 13 asto what they're asking for and the reason
14 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) And, again,the |14 they're asking for it.
15 mapison thethird page. Do you remember 15 Q. Okay.
16 seeing this map before? 16 A. So, I'm not apalitician. So, |
17 A. No. | takethat back. | take 17 would be -- any -- if | told you |
18 that back. | did see-- | did see something 18 understood --
19 likethislast night on -- when | was looking 19 Q. Okay.
20 up -- yeah, | did see something like this 20 A. --what | waslooking at, | would
21 last night. 21 belying to you.
22 Q. Okay. So, what do you think of 22 Q. Okay.
23 thismap? 23 A. That'swhy we need, you know, a
24 24
25 25
Page 59 Page 61
1 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 1 representative --
2 Form. 2 Q. Yeah
3 But you can answer. 3 A. --that represent our interest.
4 A. Thedate on thisoneright here 4 Q. Okay. I'masking you questions
5 is9/25/23. 5 becauseif you have opinions that you're
6 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Oh, the dates 6 going to speak -- you're going to testify in
7 @t thetop are the same for both of these 7 court when we goto trial, | want to know
8 documents. | used copiesthat werefiled at 8 what you'regoing to say. Butit'sokay if
9 the same time and attached to another 9 you don't have opinions or if you don't know.
10 document. If you look in the bottom right 10 | don't know or | don't remember or | don't
11 corner, you can see Exhibit 4 is the 2021 map 11 have an opinion arefine. And you don't need
12 and Exhibit -- 12 tofed like you need to apologize for that.
13 A. Uh-huh. 13 So, do you know what happened
14 Q. --5isthe2022. 14 with respect to your lawsuit after the 2023
15 A. |see'23, yeah. Okay. What do 15 map was enacted?
16 | think the 2023 map looked like we're losing 16 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
17 ground, werelosing votersin District 2. 17 Form.
18 Butl -- 18 Y ou can answer.
19 Q. Do you mean the total number -- 19 A. No, I'm not --
20 A. Wdl, I'm-- 20 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Okay.
21 Q. --of voters-- 21 A. --red sure.
22 A. --looking at -- 22 Q. So, you got another preliminary
23 Q. --or-- 23 injunction is what happened. And the court
24 24
25 25

16 (Pages 58 - 61)

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



Case 2:21-cv-01291-AMM  Document 299-18

Filed 02/25/25 Page 17 of 66

Page 62 Page 64
1 appointed a special master who proposed three 1 they want to elect to represent them.
2 mapsfor the court to select from to force 2 They -- they're overpowered by the white
3 the stateto use for this election. Do 3 voters, | guess you would say. And so, this
4 you -- did you know that a special master had 4 would give them an equal opportunity to put
5 been appointed in this case? 5 inaperson that represent their interest.
6 A. No, | can't say | did. 6 Q. Okay. The peopleyou're
7 Q. Okay. 7 referring to --
8 A. Whichis--hisjobistodo 8 A. Black people.
9 what? 9 Q. Okay.
10 Q. The court appointed the special 10 A. Or color -- or people of color.
11 master to help the court draw a map to force 11 Q. So, does-- isthat everybody
12 the stateto use for the election this year 12 who's not white? Isthat Hispanics and
13 because the maps that the legidature had 13 Koreans and just anybody who's not white
14 drawn, the court did not approve of. 14 or--
15 Did you see the special master's 15 A. That'swhat the phrase "people of
16 report in this case? 16 color" isthe people that falls under that
17 A. No. 17 category, okay?
18 Q. Okay. Do you know what factors 18 Q. What isthat category? Areyou
19 thelegidature considers when it's drawing 19 saying it's everybody whao's not white or --
20 the maps? 20 A. Well, it's-- that'swhat that
21 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to 21 phrase mean, people of color, aimost. It's,
22 form. 22 you know -- | didn't create that phrase.
23 Y ou can answer. 23 That's a phrase that they designated to
24 24
25 25
Page 63 Page 65
1 A. No. 1 represent --
2 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Do you know 2 Q. Okay. I'mnot judging you. I'm
3 what the phrase "community of interest" 3 just trying to understand. And what 1'd like
4 means? 4 to understand right now is the group of
5 A. What'sthe what? 5 peoplethat you're interested in having
6 Q. Community of interest, do you 6 representation in Congress. Does that group
7 know what that phrase meansin the 7 includejust Blacks or doesit include others
8 redistricting context? 8 aswdl?
9 A. Yeah, somewhat. 9 A. Well -- and like | told you from
10 Q. What isyour understanding of 10 before, it's-- | mean, Black people have
11 what that is? 11 voted for white leaders or white
12 A. Weéll, basically, that's -- well, 12 representation before. So, they -- the power
13 if you -- that's kind of why we're here, 13 to select the best person that seem to
14 because of the interest of the people that 14 represent their interest. Okay.
15 fed like that, okay, their community's not 15 Q. Okay.
16 being fairly represented. So, they want 16 THE WITNESS: Can we take a break
17 to -- the power to designate a person that 17 sol canrunto the restroom?
18 they can vote for that has a chance to 18 MS. MESSICK: Yes. Absolutely.
19 represent their interest. And asis-- asit 19 Let's take ten minutes.
20 stands now, from what the little information 20
21 that | have, isthat -- asit stands now, 21 (Whereupon, a brief recess was
22 even though it may be forty-eight percent, 22 taken.)
23 they never really just get the person that 23
24 24
25 25
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Page 66 Page 68

1 MS. MESSICK: We are back on the 1 A. | had -- | wasthinking I've seen

2 record. 2 that name, but | don't know the person, okay?

3 Q. Early on, you spoke about a 3 Q. Okay.

4 petition that you had signed. Do you have a 4 A. Andthat's-- yeah.

5 copy of that petition? 5 Q. Verygood. Thank you. You have

6 A. Oh, no. Wedidn't-- | didn't 6 lived in both Lowndes County and Montgomery.

7 keepit. | signed it and forwarded it on to 7 Arethere things that you think Lowndes

8 the next person. And -- actually, you went 8 County and Montgomery have in common?

9 into -- you went into a-- you opened the 9 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
10 document. It asked you to vote. A cursor 10 Form.
11 came up where you put your name and stuff in 11 Y ou can answer.
12 it, hit submit, and then, it signed your name 12 A. Weéll, you have alot of
13 tothe petition. So, it wasn't something 13 Lowndes-- of Montgomery residents that lives
14 that you -- apaper copy that you can copy 14 in Montgomery. Okay. | know -- | have some
15 and keep, and then, it tell you what number 15 cousinsthat livein Lowndes County. | wasa
16 you was under that one. And you forward -- 16 child when | lived there and moved when | was
17 you know, you send it out to as many people 17 twelve to Montgomery. But | know some people
18 asyou want. And they signed what order they 18 that from Lowndes County moved to Montgomery.
19 felininsigningit. And that's, you 19 When you say have in common, yes.
20 know -- yeah. 20 Just because you move from acertain rural
21 Q. Okay. And you're describing 21 areato a, well, city or whatever, it -- you
22 something that you did on the computer, 22 ill have some of the same basic needs, you
23 correct? 23 know. But -- o, in that respect, it will be
24 24
25 25

Pege 67 Page 69

1 A. | did do this on the computer. 1 their needsthat they have to live a decent

2 Q. Do you remember anything about 2 and representative life.

3 what the petition said? 3 Q. Okay. Haveyou spent any timein

4 A. Those nameswas -- it was 4 Mobile--

5 saying -- that's where | get these name from. 5 A. No.

6 It was-- it was stating the fact of the -- 6 Q. --intheCity of Mobile?

7 of the changing or redrawing the map for 7 A. No. I've beento Mobile, but

8 District 2 or something of that nature to 8 I'venever lived there.

9 Dbe -- to obtain a better representation or 9 Q. Okay. Doyou know if Black
10 something. | don't remember the word because | 10 residents of Mabile have thingsin common
11 this has been awhile ago. Thiswasway 11 with, for instance, people in Lowndes County?
12 back -- if I'm not mistaken, was it either 12 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
13 '18-- 2018 or 2020, somewhere along in 13 Form.
14 there. | don't -- 14 Y ou can answer.
15 Q. Okay. 15 A. Youknow -- and thisis my
16 A. --recall the-- al theinfo 16 opinion. But| think asa-- and I'm
17 that wasonit. 17 speaking now strictly of Black people since
18 Q. Okay. And for the record, when 18 you said -- asked me about it. Okay. |
19 vyou refer to these names, you were pointing 19 think the majority of Black people all have
20 to one of the complaints? 20 something in common. So, whether it's --
21 A. Wadl, it's-- that'swhere you 21 well, you know the fights that we have gone
22 were asking me about did | know these people. |22 through and all kinds of stuff. So, | think
23 Q. Uh-huh. 23 we all have something in common. And our
24 24
25 25
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1 freedom and equal rights has constantly been 1 compatibleto my -- to my work and trying to
2 challenged. 2 gotoschool. So, | only did aquarter
3 Q. So, Black peoplein Montgomery 3 there. But thiswas at Alabama State.

4 have those things in common that you're 4 Q. Okay.

5 thinking of with Black peoplein Huntsville 5 A. Yeah.

6 also, right? 6 Q. When you were at Alabama State,
7 A. In Chicago, too. 7 which degree was it that you were working
8 Q. Okay. What about somebody who's 8 toward?

9 Black but, you know, immigrated to the 9 A. It wasassociate's.

10 country -- 10 Q. Okay. Do you have any

11 A. Yeah 11 information about the intent of the

12 Q. --inthelast fiveyears, is 12 legidlature when it drew the 2023 map, which

13 that somebody that you have those samethings |13 is Exhibit 57

14 in common with? 14 A. Ther intent?

15 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to 15 Q. Right.

16 form. 16 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.

17 A. Who'sBlack that -- oh. 17 Form.

18 MS. JASRASARIA: I'msorry. You 18 Y ou can answer.

19 can answer. 19 A. I'mgoingto say no.

20 A. Who'sBlack and did what? 20 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. Doyou

21 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) So, imagine 21 have any information about the intent of any

22 somebody grew up in Africaand they have 22 individua member of the legislature in the

23 Black skin and their whole family'sin 23 drawing of the 2023 map?

24 24

25 25
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1 Africa, and five years ago, they moved to 1 A. | would be speculating. I'm
2 Montgomery. The sorts of things that you're 2 going to say no.
3 saying that you have in common with other 3 Q. Okay. I'm handing you a document
4 Black people here, do you have those same 4 that I'm going to mark as Defendant's Exhibit
5 thingsin common with that person? 5 6.
6 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 6
7 Form. 7 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 6
8 Y ou can answer. 8 was marked for identification and
9 A. Youknow, | went to school with a 9 copy of same is attached hereto.)

10 person from Africa. He had more financial 10

11 support than | did. Could go over hereto 11 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) And I will

12 Alabama State and amost get -- they paid 12 represent to you that thisis the order that

13 most of his-- so, what I'm saying is, 13 the court issued, the trial court issued last

14 sometime | think when you're talking about 14 October where it said that the map the state

15 another country, the U.S. will -- our country 15 had drawn could not be used for these

16 seem to invest morein aperson from another 16 electionsthat we're having now and imposed

17 country than they do the person that live 17 its own map with the Secretary of State to

18 right hereinthe U.S. 18 useinthese elections. And that map ison

19 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Wasthat person |19 the very last page that the court selected.

20 you'rethinking of, was that somebody you 20 My first question to you is, have you seen

21 knew at Troy? 21 this document before?

22 A. Itwasaperson -- thiswas-- | 22 A. No.

23 went to Alabama State, but it wasn't 23 Q. If you'll turn to the map --

24 24

25 25
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1 A. Okay. Youknow what? Remember 1 what percentage of people in District 2 are

2 me saying Washington? 2 Black and old enough to vote; do you know

3 Q. Yes 3 that?

4 A. Thiswhat | seen on the -- on the 4 A. Well, according to the -- it's

5 littleinfo that | looked at the other night. 5 between forty-eight point seven percent is

6 And that'swherel get that from. 6 what they had from the info that I've been

7 Q. Washington stood out to you in 7 reading.

8 thismap? 8 Q. Okay. Your lawyers hired aman

9 A. Yeah, Washington, it stood -- 9 named Bill Cooper to draw some maps as part
10 that'swhy when | waslooking at these other 10 of their effort to prevail in this case.

11 maps, and | was like, okay, | don't even see 11 Haveyou ever met Bill Cooper --
12 where -- but, yes, thisis where the -- one 12 A. Huh-uh.
13 of the drawings that was out there on the 13 Q. --themap drawer?
14 redrawing of District 2. 14 A. Huh-uh.
15 Q. Wasthere adifferent district 15 Q. Haveyou seen hisreport in this
16 that you thought Washington County should be |16 case?
17 in? 17 A. No.
18 A. Wadll, no. Thiswasjust 18 Q. Haveyou seen the maps that Bill
19 information that -- | mean, when you asked me |19 Cooper drew in this case?
20 had | seen the map, and I'm just saying this 20 A. No, maam, | haven't.
21 ismorelikewhat | saw the -- 21 Q. If Alabama's congressional
22 Q. Okay. 22 districts were drawn in such away that there
23 A. --other night. 23 weretwo districts that had a sufficient
24 24
25 25
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1 Yeah. That'sall I'm saying. 1 Black population that Black voters could

2 Q. Do you have any opinion about 2 control the outcome of the elections in those

3 thismap? 3 two districts, would it satisfy you if that

4 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 4 happened but you did not live in one of those

5 Form. 5 Black districts?

6 Y ou can answer. 6 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.

7 A. | donot. 7 Form.

8 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Okay. What 8 But you can answer.

9 district do you live in on this map? 9 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Would that kind
10 A. Itsdtll 2. 10 of scenario address what -- provide you with
11 Q. Andit lookslike Lowndes County 11 therelief you were trying to get in this
12 moved back up -- moved into District 7? 12 lawsuit?

13 A. Yeah 13 A. If I didn'tliveinthedistrict?

14 Q. Isthisthe map that you think 14 Q. Right. So, there'stwo Black

15 that is approximately forty-eight percent 15 districts, but you don't live in them.

16 Black in District 2? 16 A. So, areyou asking methat -- are

17 A. Weéll, the forty-eight percent 17 you asking me whether or not | would have a
18 came from prior to the drawing. 18 interest in what going on with arace of

19 Q. Okay. Do you have -- do you know 19 peoplein adistrict even though | don't live
20 what the Black voting age populationisin 20 there?

21 Digtrict 2? 21 Q. I'masking youif it would -- so,

22 A. Whatisthe? 22 when you filed the lawsuit, you were looking
23 Q. TheBlack voting age population, 23 for certainrelief. You'retrying to get the

24 24

25 25
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court to do something. Would you be

satisfied if the end result was that there
were two Black districtsin Alabama, but you
didn't livein either one of them?

MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
Form.

Y ou can answer.

A. Excuseme. But, of course, we
are -- we -- that's a speculating question
because we're here for this district, okay?
So, to answer to your question, would those
district also represent my district? They
wouldn't, would they?

Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) No, you would
livein adifferent district.

A. Uh-huh. And so, when -- we would
vote for adistrict representative that
hopefully that represented -- we had a body
out there, there's needs or something, that
represented us. So, | would be -- | would
be -- | would be happy with that district and
what they want, okay? And hopefully whoever

H
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Page 80
they wouldn't want a Republicanina--ina

Democratic district. So, if the person --
yeah.

Q. Doyou believethat if the State
of Alabama can draw a congressional district
with a Black mgjority, then, it should do
that?

MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
Form.
Y ou can answer.

A. Comeagan. | --

Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Do you believe
that if the State of Alabama can draw a Black
majority district, then, it should draw a
Black majority district?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Anddoyou beieveif the State
of Alabama can draw a magjority Black
congressional district, then, it isrequired
to do so?

MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to the
extent it callsfor alegal conclusion, but

23 we put into office through electing that 23 you may answer.
24 24
25 25
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1 person, hopefully, they work hard to get -- 1 A. | think they should put as much
2 you know, to satisfy our desires. 2 effort as possible in trying to satisfy the
3 So, that would not -- | wouldn't 3 peoplethat have the mgjority in that
4 have abad feeling or -- | would have a good 4 district.
5 fedling for adistrict that gets what they 5 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) What does that
6 want. And | guessit would be especially if 6 mean?
7 itwas, you know, of color, | guess. 7 A. That they -- that if that
8 Q. Isityour god inthis 8 district ismajority Democrat or Black,
9 litigation to get a second Democrat elected 9 whatever, then, | don't see why the state
10 to Congress from Alabama? 10 would hinder that district voting for a
11 A. Wadl, it's-- it would be because 11 person that would better represent them.
12 that person would be Demacrat, or should be 12 Q. So, I'mtalking about when you're
13 Democrat if -- you know, if that body has 13 at thedrawing process. So, there's no
14 anything to do with them because, you know -- | 14 districtsin place. If the state can draw a
15 Q. Canyou expand on that? 15 majority Black district, do you think the
16 A. Huh? 16 dstateisrequired to do that?
17 Q. Canyou explain what you mean a 17 MS. JASRASARIA: Same objection
18 little bit more? 18 totheextentit callsfor alegal
19 A. No, | wasjust sayingitis-- 19 conclusion, but you may answer.
20 that district isa Democratic district. So, 20 A. If that'swhat the people want,
21 thereason why we're here isto strengthen 21 that'swhat the district feel as though they
22 that district so it can better -- get people 22 want.
23 that will represent it. So, we wouldn't -- 23 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Who represents
24 24
25 25
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1 you in the United States House of 1 and-- | met Terri Sewell once. We had --
2 Representatives today? 2 when wewent to -- | don't know alot about
3 A. Who represent me? 3 Terri Sewell per se.
4 Q. Right. Who'syour congressman? 4 Q. Okay.
5 A. Taking about Sewell? Oh, you're 5 A. | know her asa-- asaperson
6 talking about my -- you're talking about my 6 that represents-- | don't know alot about
7 congressman? 7 Terri Sewell.
8 Q. Congressiona District 2. 8 Q. Okay.
S A. Oh, man. Oh, well, she'salady, 9 A. Let'sputit like that, yeah.
10 | think. 10 Q. Youknow she'sin Congress --
11 THE WITNESS: | believe she'sa 11 A. She'sin Congress because | have
12 lady, isn't she? 12 apicturein her office when we was up there
13 THE COURT REPORTER: Can you 13 for therapid response.
14 speak up? 14 Q. Okay. What were you doing in
15 MS. JASRASARIA: | can't answer. 15 Washington for the rapid response?
16 A. Youknow what? You know what? 16 A. Well, remember | told you that
17 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. 17 we-- rapid responseis-- we solicit
18 A. Meand my wife were just talking 18 signaturesto support different legislations,
19 about that. But | don't -- | don't know. 19 labor legidations that sometime come to pass
20 Whoisit? 20 that they need union represent -- or people
21 Q. Barry Moore. 21 torepresent it, to put paper in front of
22 A. Barry Moore. That's correct. 22 representatives that see the interest that
23 That's correct. 23 they have about a certain issue.
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever contacted 1 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever reached out
2 Representative Moore for his help with 2 to Representative Sewell for anything?
3 anything? 3 A. No.
4 A. No. 4 Q. Doyou --
5 Q. Haveyou ever contacted him for 5 A. Well, the Trade Act, one of the
6 any other reason -- 6 billsthat we was trying to get represented
7 A. No. 7 for while we was at the rapid response. She
8 Q. --whilehe'sbeen in Congress? 8 was one of the persons that was actually
9 Before Barry Moore, it was Martha 9 supporting that effort. So, that's why we
10 Roby. 10 met her. We went to meet her and talk to her
11 A. Yeah. Yeah. 11 to beg her to try and get her to stand ground
12 Q. Haveyouever -- 12 and to give usthat report on that Trade Act
13 A. | haven't contacted her either. 13 with foreigner.
14 Q. Okay. Isthereany federal 14 Q. Do you know what it means for an
15 legidation that you can think of asyou're 15 election to be racialy polarized?
16 sitting here now that you wanted your 16 A. Yeah, somewhat.
17 representative in Congress, in the House, not 17 Q. What do you understand that to
18 the-- in the House, to support, and they 18 be?
19 didn't support that legislation? 19 A. Wadll, racially motivated, you
20 A. | cantthink of atime. 20 might -- you might say that monopolized by a
21 Q. What do you know about Terri 21 certain group of peoplethat is -- you know,
22 Sewell? 22 the other party may not have a chance. But
23 A. Other than she'sfrom Selma 23 you're putting racia init. You know, |
24 24
25 25
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1 hateto say that isdirected at acertain 1 A. Yeah.
2 group of people to keep them from a certain 2 Q. Canyouthink of any timein the
3 gang or whatever. 3 last twenty years where you have seen in
4 Q. Do you have any information about 4 campaign materials or coming from any
5 the extent to which voting isracially 5 candidate's campaign any kind of messages
6 polarized in Alabama? 6 that areracialy directed, you know,
7 A. No. 7 something along the lines of vote for this
8 Q. Do you have information about the 8 candidate because he's Black or --
9 extent to which voting isracially polarized 9 A. No.
10 inany part of Alabama? 10 Q. --don'tvotefor that candidate
11 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to 11 because he's Black?
12 form, but you can answer. 12 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to
13 A. | would say ho, and thisis 13 form.
14 not -- | would say no, but at the same time, 14 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Anything racial
15 when you consider prior to Obama, you know, |15 as part of acampaign.
16 that wasinthere. | think it was-- it was 16 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to
17 somewhat tainted with the order of being 17 form.
18 racialy polarized because we never just had 18 Y ou can answer.
19 aperson of color as arepresentative in the 19 A. No, | haven't.
20 presidential election. So, if you wanted to 20 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. Areyou
21 gothat route. We may be off key here. 21 registered to vote?
22 Let'sjust -- let'sjust go on. Let'sjust 22 A. lam.
23 go. 23 Q. Whendid you first register?
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Wéll, tell me 1 A. When | was eighteen probably.
2 more about what you're thinking about 2 Q. And do you remember having any
3 President Obama. What are you saying the 3 problems registering to vote when you were --
4 situation was before he ran? 4 when you first registered?
5 A. Weéll, prior to that, there 5 A. No.
6 wasn't -- you know, you -- it wasn't the -- | 6 Q. That would have beenin the --
7 don't know whether you would say the interest 7 A. No. No. That was many years
8 oritwasjust control basicaly by -- a 8 ago. | was getting ready to go to the
9 person of color didn't have achance. And it 9 military. And -- no.
10 was-- it dways has been white. And | guess 10 Q. Didyou ever register to vote
11 if you wasto ask the average Black person, 11 outside of Alabama?
12 they would say it would be tainted with 12 A. No.
13 racia polarizing simply because they -- the 13 Q. Sinceyou've been in the same
14 House was controlled by, you know, not people |14 house for twenty-three years, it's probably
15 of color but of opposite race. 15 been awhile, but | would assume that over
16 Q. Canyou--I'msorry. 16 theyears, you've had to update your
17 A. No. 17 registration --
18 Q. Wereyou going to say something? 18 A. Uh-huh.
19 A. Youdon't want to elaborate on 19 Q. --toreflect any changes.
20 that because we're getting into something -- 20 A. Uh-huh.
21 thisisalittle bit off -- | should not have 21 Q. Do you remember ever having any
22 saidthat. | should have just said no. 22 problems with that process?
23 Q. Okay. 23 A. No. Actuadly, | was-- 1 lived
24 24
25 25
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1 outin Ridgecrest. And when | got ready to 1 of that.
2 change my voting, they changed automatically 2 Q. So, it soundslike those people
3 because | renewed my license. So, 3 were aready registered?
4 apparently, those two is hooked together. 4 A. They were.
5 So, wherever your addressis on your license, 5 Q. Just focusing on the registration
6 | think that's what they do, is send you your 6 process--
7 next voting poll, where you will vote at. 7 A. Uh-huh.
8 S0, | never had any problem with registering 8 Q. -- canyou remember atime when
9 tovote. 9 you havetried to help somebody register to
10 Q. Areyou aware of any problems 10 vote?
11 that your wife has ever had -- 11 A. Other than my church, you know,
12 A. No. 12 no.
13 Q. --with registering to vote or 13 Q. Okay. How often do you vote?
14 updating her registration? 14 A. Waéll, if I'm not on vacation --
15 A. No. 15 because | missed oneyear. But most of the
16 Q. Yousaid earlier that three of 16 time, whenever there's avote, whether it's
17 your children have registered to votein 17 inmy district or something or whether it's
18 Alabama-- 18 for the presidential or whatever, | try to
19 A. Uh-huh. 19 vote whenever thereis achange of -- you
20 Q. -- at onetime or anocther. 20 know, whenever it comes around.
21 Areyou aware of any of those 21 Q. Okay.
22 three children having problems registering -- 22 A. ltrytobein--yeah.
23 A. No. 23 Q. So, you know, in Alabama, we
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. --tovote? 1 elect the governor and other state officers,
2 Areyou aware of any of your 2 including the legislature, two years off from
3 children having problems updating their voter 3 whenwe--
4 registration? 4 A. Uh-huh.
5 A. No. 5 Q. --elect apresident, right?
6 Q. Doyou ever help other people 6 A. Uh-huh.
7 register to vote? 7 Q. So, we elected Governor lvey
8 A. | helped -- | took acouple 8 againtwo years --
9 peopleonetimetovote. Infact -- in fact, 9 A. Uh-huh.
10 when they had the ballots sometime, therewas | 10 Q. --ago,andthisisa
11 acouple people that was bedridden that me 11 presidentia year.
12 and afriend of mine's helped them fill out 12 Do you vote in both kinds of
13 their ballots and stuff. So -- because they 13 elections?
14 asked for abalot, you know -- 14 A. Uh-huh.
15 Q. Right. 15 Q. Like, every two years --
16 A. -- beforethey became bedridden. 16 A. Uh-huh.
17 They were some of the ones that 17 Q. --youvote?
18 we used -- you know, we went by there and 18 | think the court reporter's
19 said, hey -- church members, you know, 19 getting it, but it would help if you would --
20 that -- so, we would help them if they needed 20 A. Oh, yes, maam --
21 aride, take them to vote. 21 Q. -- speak your answer.
22 Q. Okay. 22 A. --1do.
23 A. And so -- but that's the extent 23 Yes, | do. Sorry about that.
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. Thank you. Do you votejustin 1 lunch bresk, take care of it, and | haven't

2 the general election in November or do you 2 hadlonglines. But if you wait till -- if

3 asovoteinany primaries earlier in the 3 you try and get in there real early mornings

4 year? 4 or latein the evenings, sometime you're

5 A. And most of -- most of thetime, 5 goingto find long lines.

6 both of them. 6 Q. Okay.

7 Q. Most of the time, the primaries 7 A. Not real -- not super long line

8 andthe-- 8 but depending on what you're voting for,

9 A. Uh-huh. 9 okay? So, that hasalot to do with it, too.
10 Q. --genera? 10 Q. Yeah, thelongest linel ever saw
11 A. Yes. 11 herewasfor apresidential election.

12 Q. Doyou aso votein municipa 12 A. Yeah. Uh-huh.
13 elections, that is, like the City of 13 Q. Haveyou personaly ever had to
14 Montgomery, mayor, city council? 14 wait in line for more than twenty minutes?
15 A. Yes, | do. 15 A. No.
16 Q. Okay. 16 Q. Doyou normally wait for more
17 A. Most of thetime. 17 thanten?
18 Q. Most of thetime. Whereisthe 18 A. No.
19 last polling place that you voted at? 19 Q. Haveyou voted at any other
20 A. ltis--1ain't got my wallet. 20 polling placein, say, the last ten years?
21 Butit'sout by -- there's a church right out 21 A. Tenyears. Okay. They
22 by Gardner on Congressman Dixon Drive. 22 changed -- thislast two years, they changed
23 Q. Okay. Isthat polling location 23 itfrom -- there'salittle -- well, it
24 24
25 25
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1 convenient for you? 1 changed -- it actually didn't even move a

2 A. Yes Yes 2 half amile because they moved it from the

3 Q. Haveyou ever showed up at that 3 park complex to the church complex. So, |

4 polling location on election day between 7:00 4 just leave those two at the same. They just

5 am. and 7:00 p.m. and found that the polling 5 changedit. But | used to be able to vote at

6 place wasn't open? 6 Bethel Baptist Church over on Rosa Park many

7 A. Oh, no. Huh-uh. 7 yearsago for along time.

8 Q. Haveyou ever had any problems at 8 Q. Didyou ever have any problems

9 that polling place that you can think of ? 9 voting there?

10 A. To behonest, | have not. People 10 A. That'swhere some of the longest

11 been outstanding, to be honest with you. 11 linefor -- that was some of the longest

12 Yeah. 12 linesthat | ever experienced, but | never

13 Q. That'sgreat. Do you know any of 13 had any problem. People over there was nice,
14 the people who are working at the polls? 14 also.

15 A. Therewasaelderly lady that | 15 Q. Okay. Inmy experiencein

16 know of her and name and she used to -- she 16 Montgomery, in recent years, sometimes you
17 wasn't there thistime, but she used to work 17 vote at adifferent place for the city

18 there at the voting booth. 18 elections than you do for the federal,

19 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever had really 19 county, and state. Did you have that

20 long linesat your polling -- at that polling 20 experience --

21 place? 21 A. No.

22 A. Youknow, it's depending on what 22 Q. --whereyou voted one place for

23 timeyou go. | normally run out during my 23 governor and a different place for mayor?
24 24

25 25
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consistently, you know, let them tally it.

Y oung generation sometime think it's not
going to do any good, you know. So, they
don't understand that voting determine the
electoral votes, and then, the electoral

votes determine who -- you know, how many.
But let them tally your vote, though. Some
of them say your vote don't mean anything,
you know. But sometimesthey'll do it
because of the conversation. Y eah.

1 A. No. It seemed to be the same 1 Q. Okay. So, sometimesit's hard
2 placefor both of them. 2 to get them motivated, but if they go
3 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever voted 3 vote, you're not aware of them having any
4 absenteein Alabama? 4 problems--
5 A. No. 5 A. Correct.
6 Q. It soundslike you helped other 6 Q. --doingthat?
7 people vote absentee? 7 Okay. When you decide which
8 A. Yes. They wasaelderly person 8 candidate you personally support, is race the
9 that was -- that wanted to vote and asked us 9 significant consideration?
10 would we bring her aballot. And so, we 10 A. Issuesisaconsideration, what
11 helped her fill out aballot. | think that 11 they -- what the issues are, the -- you know,
12 was back -- that's when Biden was running, 12 what are they saying they're going to do not
13 actualy. 13 necessarily for me but, you know, the economy
14 Q. Okay. 14 and everything else. It'stheissues. And
15 A. President Biden. 15 sometime -- and -- but, yeah, it'sthe
16 Q. Didyou have any problems -- 16 issues. It'snot -- it's not -- mostly --
17 A. Getting aballot? 17 it'snot aracial thing because you know
18 Q. Yeah, getting the ballot and 18 what, because most of the time, you don't
19 helping her withit. 19 have a-- you don't have -- like I'm saying,
20 A. No. Actudly, | didn't get it. 20 most of the time, you don't have a people --
21 It wasagentleman that | think worked for 21 person of color on the ballot. Thisjust
22 the state had afew ballots. And so, the 22 started happening, okay? You don't agree
23 people that needed one, they gave them to 23 with that?
24 24
25 25
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1 them, yeah. 1 Q. Which issues are important to
2 Q. Okay. Doesyour wiferegularly 2 you?
3 vote? 3 A. Well, you know -- what |I'm about
4 A. Uh-huh. 4 tosay -- I'm trying to answer that question.
5 Q. Areyou aware of any problems 5 But what -- you know, what -- | never
6 that -- 6 understood why after twenty-five years, you
7 A. No. 7 know, if we haveto resign the -- what's
8 Q. --she'shad? 8 the-- | can't even come up with the name
9 Are you aware of any problems 9 now. Therightsfor Black people -- you
10 that your adult children have had trying to 10 know. Why do we haveto do that? | don't
11 votein Alabama? 11 understand that. That's an issue to me,
12 A. They hadn't had any problems. 12 actually.
13 It'sjust that convincing them to vote 13 But issues would be -- issues

would be jobs, the economy, infrastructure,
our support to foreign countries and things
of that nature when we have so many problems
right here at home. Like-- it just --
security. | would say being -- you know, |
would say even the number of people that we
even alow herein the United States. There
should be a cutoff because resources.

Y ou know, me -- | used to work
for H& R Block part time after work. And
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you've got alot of people that comein here

and get support that haven't really did too
much, but they get child and then -- child
tax credit and all kinds of other stuff. And
it -- 1 don't know. It seemed likeit's-- |
don't know. Some of this, | think, out of
control.

And | don't seewhere -- and |
think alot of the things that we do herein
Americais not monitored properly to better
use the resources that we just hand out, and
then, we make it so hard for people that are
here to even obtain -- you know.

Why we even have poor people,
homeless people only? | don't understand it.
We'rerich, supposed to have all this wealth.
| don't even understand. Like, there should
be some kind of person that's able-bodied
should be retrained and put into some type of

=
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was a couple of people that don't drive
that -- especially elderly people that would
liketo go vote. And so, they will put their
name in -- on the list as to people needing
transportation to go to the poll and vote --
and vote. And so, being connected to a
church organization where you've got -- list
people need to go vote, if you ain't doing
anything, you may just take several people to
vote.

Q. Okay. Doyou consider yourself
to be politically active?

A. Thisisabout the -- this and the
union about the most active part that |
have -- | don't get -- | said | don't get
involved in politics, however, it seems as
though, lately, you know, politicsistaking
up everything, alarge part of your life when
you think about it. So -- but this and the

20 gainful employment to support themselves, you |20 unionis--
21 know. Got -- just so much, you know. It's 21 Q. Okay.
22 amost so much, you know. It's-- and it 22 A. --isabout the most involvement
23 ain't nothing redlly being -- that you can 23 | --if | had known, | wouldn't have joined
24 24
25 25
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1 seethat's happening fast anyway. It just 1 this.
2 seemlikeit's piling up on top of each 2 | probably would have turned it
3 other, you know. 3 down thefirst call | got, okay? | thought
4 So -- but, again, that's one 4 itwasjust aformality or something, and it
5 person that sit down and start looking at 5 would take -- okay. So -- you know -- and
6 condition of your environment. Y ou see all 6 from aphone call, a couple of phone calls --
7 of thisstuff. It could be overwhelming, 7 THE WITNESS: Thiswasn't you.
8 but, you know, that's just my opinion. 8 Thiswas--
9 Q. Okay. Thank you. 9 A. From aphonecall to --
10 MS. MESSICK: Can we go off the 10 MS. JASRASARIA: Yeah, and I'm
11 record for just a second? 11 just going to instruct you not to answer
12 12 about any conversations you've had with any
13 (Whereupon, adiscussion was held 13 attorneys--
14 off the record.) 14 THE WITNESS: Right, right,
15 15 right, right.
16 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Haveyou ever 16 MS. JASRASARIA: -- onthis case.
17 worked at a polling place on election day? 17 Y ou can answer to the extent it's
18 A. No. 18 not privileged.
19 Q. Haveyou helped people get to the 19 THE WITNESS: Right, right.
20 pollson election day? 20 A. AndI'mjust saying yeah to, you
21 A. Uh-huh. 21 know, just asking me will I and, you know,
22 Q. Tell me about that. 22 represent -- that's -- and I'm thinking,
23 A. Well, like | was saying, there 23 okay. So, | answered a couple of questions.
24 24
25 25
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1 | had no ideathat we were going to be doing 1 A. No, I'm not.
2 nothing like this. 2 Q. Okay. Youdon't pay duesto
3 Weéll, no, | didn't have -- | 3 the--
4 didn't have no ideabefore | got -- say | 4 A. No.
5 would do it, and then, | was told that 5 Q. --party?
6 it's-- these are some meetings that are 6 Have you always considered
7 going to take -- but, no. Absolutely, no, | 7 yourself to be a Democrat?
8 don't do politics most of the time. However, 8 A. Yes
9 I'mthinking when | retire, though, to get 9 Q. Andisthat because you -- well,
10 moreinvolved in things that are happening in 10 why do you consider yourself to be a
11 my district and community, you know. 11 Democrat?
12 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Doyouhavea 12 A. Waédll, to -- the very truthful
13 retirement date in mind? 13 answer would be because of culture and, you
14 A. If -- it going to be between now 14 know -- and the -- for the people | befor,
15 and August of next year. 15 andit's-- my family was. And so, | never
16 Q. Okay. 16 moved out of that mind set of that party.
17 A. I'll be seventy. And so, then, 17 Q. Haveyou ever at any timehad a
18 [I'll giveit up. 18 leadership role in the Democratic Party?
19 Q. Areyouamember of any political 19 A. No.
20 party at the state or county level? Well, 20 Q. Do you ever vote for candidates
21 just -- are you amember of a political 21 in partisan elections? So -- let me start
22 party? 22 over.
23 A. AmIl aDemocrat? 23 Municipal elections, there'sno
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. OraRepublican or aGreen. Are 1 party. You'rejust voting for a candidate.
2 youany -- 2 S0, let's put those out of our mind. For the
3 A. So,ifl--iflsaylI'ma 3 county, state, and federal elections where
4 Democrat, that make me a member of the 4 there are Republicans on the ballot, there
5 Democratic Party, or do you -- are you 5 are Democrats on the ballot, there might
6 taking about active member doing certain 6 sometimes be others, do you ever vote for the
7 thingsworking with a-- with a certain 7 candidate -- acandidate who isnot a
8 political party? 8 Democrat?
9 Q. Okay. Do you consider yourself a 9 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to
10 Democrat? 10 form.
11 A. |do. 11 Y ou can answer. Y ou shouldn't
12 Q. Do you attend meetings with the 12 check your phone. Sorry.
13 Democratic Party? 13 THE WITNESS: I'm turning it --
14 A. | do not attend any meetings, no. 14 MS. JASRASARIA: Oh, you're
15 Q. Doyou pay any kind of duesto 15 turning it off.
16 the Democratic Party? 16 THE WITNESS: -- off --
17 A. | donot givedonationto -- | 17 MS. JASRASARIA: Okay.
18 did alongtime ago. | do not give donation 18 THE WITNESS: -- because it was
19 to Democratic parties, not recently. 19 dinging, | guess, getting a --
20 Q. Okay. Separate from donationsto 20 MS. JASRASARIA: Okay.
21 theparty or aparticular candidate, to be an 21 THE WITNESS: -- text message.
22 official member of the party, they have dues 22 So, | had it cut down on low, but
23 just like you have union dues. 23 itwasdinging still.
24 24
25 25
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1 MS. JASRASARIA: No problem. 1 and -- it seemed like | remember one time,
2 A. Comeagain. 2 there wasn't a-- for acertain office, there
3 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Inan €election 3 wasn't aDemocratic being represented. It
4 where you have Democrats and Republicansand | 4 wasall just Republican guys. So, | voted
5 maybe others on the ballot, maybe 5 for the Republican dude that | had thought |
6 Libertarians or Green, or whatever, do you 6 knew something about or what he represented.
7 ever vote for candidates who are not 7 So, I'mnot -- | would, you know --
8 Democrats? 8 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay.
9 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection -- 9 A. --yeah.
10 A. | have. 10 Q. Haveyou ever run for office?
11 MS. JASRASARIA: --toform. 11 A. Other than the union president?
12 A. | have. Uh-huh. 12 Q. Right. Put the union aside.
13 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. Haveyou |13 A. No, | haven't. Nothing that
14 donethat recently? 14 would -- no.
15 A. Notrecently, but, yes, | havein 15 Q. Okay. You said earlier that you
16 the past. 16 might get more involved in politics after you
17 Q. Okay. How long ago, 17 retire. Doesthat include maybe running for
18 approximately? 18 office?
19 A. Therewassome-- it'sbeen a 19 A. I'mafirm believer that when you
20 while. It'sbeen awhile. 20 getinvolved in politics, you know, sometime
21 Q. Likemorethan ten years? 21 it'slikedigging ahole. You start at the
22 A. Probably ten years or more, yeah. 22 top and you do anything good, sometime your
23 Q. Okay. 23 next thing, you know, you're wrapped up in
24 24
25 25
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1 MS. MESSICK: Could we go off the 1 something that may be -- have to be elected
2 record for one minute? 2 and things of that nature. | say | won't get
3 3 that deep involved, but you never know.
4 (Whereupon, a discussion was held 4 Q. Okay. Isthereany officethat
5 off the record.) 5 you're currently considering running for --
6 6 A. No.
7 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Arethereany 7 Q. --inthefuture?
8 issuesthat you think the Republican Party is 8 Have you ever helped any
9 right about? Like, | know you don't 9 candidates who are running for office with
10 generaly vote Republican. But do you think, 10 their campaigns?
11 you know, actualy, | agree with them on gun 11 A. Other than passing out some
12 control or | agree with them on immigration 12 ballots and putting some signs in some yards.
13 or anything at all? 13 Q. Who did you put out signs for?
14 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 14 A. Youknow, thisisalong time
15 Form. 15 ago, and | probably can't even tell you. But
16 Y ou can answer. 16 | okayed for them to put some -- put some
17 A. And, you know -- and there's 17 signsintheyardsfor Mr. Reed. They put
18 aways similarities, okay? So, I'm not 18 somesigns--
19 saying that the Republican Party isfar right 19 Q. Mayor Steven Reed?
20 than -- and Democrat is always far left, but 20 A. Mayor Steven Reed, yeah. Uh-huh.
21 | think there are some issues that meets 21 Q. Areyou saying that you put signs
22 right in the center that benefit both sides, 22 inyardsoryou --
23 okay? And depending on what ison the ballot | 23 A. No.
24 24
25 25
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1 Q. --letthem put their sign? 1 A. Okay.
2 A. They wanted to put some signsin 2 Q. -- Democrats --
3 myyard. And they wanted to put some -- so, 3 A. Okay. Okay.
4 | told them they can. 4 Q. -- but the leaders of the Alabama
5 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever put 5 Democratic Party.
6 candidate signsin other people's yards? 6 A. No, I dont. No, | don't.
7 A. No, | have-- no, | haven't. 7 Q. Areyou aware of any leadership
8 Q. Andwhat do you mean -- you said 8 strugglesthat the Alabama Democratic Party
9 that you helped pass out ballots? 9 hashad in recent years?
10 A. Yeah. Itwasafriend of mine 10 A. Not specificaly, no.
11 that was passing out some ballots one time. 11 Q. Doyou know if the Alabama
12 And | helped him put some -- put some -- it's 12 Democrats are doing agood job of fielding
13 literature, not ballots. 13 candidates for office?
14 Q. Okay. 14 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
15 A. Yeah, just, you know, 15 Form.
16 advertisement. 16 Y ou can answer.
17 Q. Okay. 17 A. No.
18 A. Yeah 18 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Areyou aware
19 Q. Fyerskind of -- 19 that in 2022, there were elections for state
20 A. Flyers. 20 officeswhere the Libertarian Party had
21 Q. --things? 21 candidates but the Democrats didn't?
22 A. Yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah. Not -- 22 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection.
23 Q. Thingsthat you leave on doors? 23 Form.
24 24
25 25
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1 A. Right, right, on doors and things 1 Y ou can answer.
2 of that nature, yeah. 2 A. It seemslikel read something on
3 Q. Okay. Do you remember what 3 that, but, no.
4 candidates you did that for? 4 Q. (BY MS.MESSICK) Do you know who
5 A. Likel sad, it wasalongtime 5 YolandaFlowersis?
6 ago. 6 A. YolandaFlowers. | had heard
7 Q. Okay. Do you know who the 7 that name, but, no, | don't. Who is she?
8 current leaders of the Alabama Democratic 8 Okay.
9 Party are? 9 Q. Shemay have done other things,
10 A. Current leaders, talking about 10 but sheran for governor asa Democrat in
11 herelocaly? 11 2022.
12 Q. Localy in Montgomery or 12 A. In2022. Okay. | didn't-- 1
13 statewide. 13 didn't votefor her. So --
14 A. Starting with what, the mayor or 14 Q. Youdidn't votefor her?
15 what? 15 A. Well, you say sheran for -- she
16 Q. No, the leaders of the party, 16 ran-- shewas on the ballot?
17 not -- 17 Q. Yeah, sheran for governor of
18 A. Oh, okay. 18 Alabamain 2022 asaDemocrat. And | thought
19 Q. --not elected -- 19 you said you didn't vote for her.
20 A. Okay. 20 A. Weéll, thereason | say that
21 Q. --officias-- 21 becausel -- if | had, | would have known.
22 A. Okay. 22 So, | didn't votefor her. If | would have
23 Q. --whoare-- 23 known, | would have. | would know her if |
24 24
25 25
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1 had voted for her. Peoplethat | do vote 1 Democrats are voting for, whatever. And you
2 for, most of the time you would ask me, | 2 may havetwo different parties.
3 would have said that, yeah, | voted for her 3 But -- and | think sometime
4 or something. 4 because we're not -- don't know all these
5 Q. Okay. You do better than me. 5 people, some of them, you hadn't even heard
6 Sometimes| get in there and didn't realize 6 of them, hadn't -- some of them, you hadn't
7 there was aparticular race. 7 even seen commercials on them or anything.
8 Do you know who Ruth Page-Nelson 8 And so, sometimes we -- sometime we go by
9 is? 9 party, sometime we kind of ease -- go around,
10 A. Who? 10 this person doesn't -- and then, out of the
11 Q. Ruth Page-Nelson. 11 party and then back into, you know.
12 A. No. 12 So, | think in going forward, |
13 Q. Okay. Do you know who Will Boyd 13 have promised myself to be more knowledgeable
14 is? 14 about the voting process.
15 A. Yeah, heran for an office, too. 15 Q. Do you know whether itistruein
16 For what, | can't tell you. But he was on 16 Alabamatoday that Black voters tend to
17 the-- on the ballot box. 17 prefer Demacratic candidates?
18 Q. Okay. 18 A. Dol know whether that's true?
19 A. Canl ask aquestion? And, you 19 Q. Yes, gir.
20 know, if | had -- if | had -- if | was going 20 A. Well, | don't know whether that
21 to-- | don't see where thisrelates to what 21 istrueor not, but | would say that it's
22 we're -- what we're doing here. | did take 22 morelikely is.
23 off work today to come here -- this morning 23 Q. Okay. Doyou know if it's true
24 24
25 25
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1 tocome here, you know. And | thought wewas | 1 that nationally, Black voters tend to prefer
2 going to be discussing things that was 2 Democrats?
3 interests -- well, that was part of it. 3 A. Again, that'll be the same thing.
4 Q. | appreciate that and | 4 | will say yeah.
5 appreciate you being here. I'm not going to 5 Q. There'sbeen alot of newsinthe
6 takethetimeto explain why I think it's 6 political election lately. And I'm sureyou
7 relevant. But | will tell you that | think 7 know that Kamala Harrisislooking like she's
8 we're going to be done shortly. 8 going to be the Democratic candidate. Do you
9 A. Allright. 9 think that she'll get a different reception
10 Q. Inthelast ten years, have you 10 in Alabamathan Joe Biden would have?
11 wanted to be more politically engaged with 11 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection to
12 the Democratic Party and felt like you were 12 form.
13 prohibited from doing that in any way? 13 Y ou can answer.
14 A. No, | wasn't prohibited, but | 14 A. Widl, ahour or three hours or
15 think in the last ten years, the older you 15 something, they say raised one point five
16 get, you become more aware or consciousasto |16 million women, you know, they had some and
17 who you vote for and why. And | think | had 17 they --
18 promised myself to be more -- have more 18 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) You'retaking
19 knowledge of who | give my votesto and why, |19 about that she'sraised alot of money very
20 what they actually are doing. | think alot 20 quickly?
21 of times, we get caught up on a party, and 21 A. Wadll, I'mjust saying during that
22 sometimethey giveyou aballot to -- aflyer 22 time, they announced it during that day, they
23 or something, Democratic, thisis who 23 had something like an hour, | think, so many
24 24
25 25
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1 Black women, they raised one point five 1 Q. Okay.
2 million dollars. That was on the news, okay? 2 A. | don't keep up with poalitics.
3 And then, I've been reading some 3 That'swhat | --
4 info that they're saying that apparently she 4 Q. Do you know who your county
5 haverekindled fire among younger voters. 5 commissioner is?
6 Whether she -- you know -- women is-- you 6 A. 1do, but | couldn't tell you. |
7 know, if I'm not mistaken, women kind of 7 know of him, but | couldn't tell you.
8 out -- probably outnumber mens, you know. | 8 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever --
9 know in Atlanta, Georgia, something like six 9 A. If | needed to go -- do you know
10 to onethan in other places, you know. 10 what | do when | get ready to contact
11 That'swhere | wasreading info. Now, 11 someone, | go out to search engine, put
12 whether it's true or not, there's been about 12 the-- whatitis| need and who | need to
13 ayear ago saying women outnumber men six to | 13 talk to, and they bring up -- it'll bring up
14 onein Atlanta, Georgia. 14 some names or something. And me with names
15 But I'd say that in Alabama, I'm 15 and whoisin a certain position, that's my
16 not sure whether womens outnumber -- so, when | 16 weakness where | promised myself | need to be
17 you talk about Pamela Harris, if she can get 17 stronger. But we can betalking therein
18 thewomens behind her, if those numberscarry | 18 deacon meeting and there will be some hames,
19 any weight or anything, she could do pretty 19 and they would ask melike | know. | say --
20 good if she get that party being that -- you 20 and | tell them, | haveto -- you know -- |
21 know, that party behind her. 21 don't keep up with that.
22 Q. You mentioned Mayor Steven Reed 22 Q. Okay.
23 earlier. He'sthe mayor of Montgomery, 23 A. Yeah.
24 24
25 25
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1 right? 1 Q. So, youdon't know whoiitis
2 A. Uh-huh. 2 offhand, but you could find them if you
3 Q. Andwhat raceishe? 3 needed them?
4 A. He'sBlack. 4 A. | couldfind themif | needed
5 Q. Do you know who your state 5 them.
6 senator is? Not U.S. senator, not Tommy 6 Q. Haveyou reached out to your
7 Tuberville, not Katie Britt. But in the 7 county commissioner any timeinthe last --
8 Alabama State Senate, do you know who 8 A. Never had to.
9 representsyou? 9 Q. --tenyears?
10 A. Isit--isitnot Terri? It's 10 A. Didn't haveto.
11 not Ms. Sewell? 11 Q. Okay. What about city council
12 Q. No. Sherepresents-- she'sin 12 member; have you reached out to them for
13 the United States Congress in the House of 13 anything?
14 Representatives for District 7. 14 A. | haven't hadto.
15 A. Okay. 15 Q. Okay. So, alot of white voters
16 Q. So, I'm sureyou know that just 16 in Alabamavote for Republicans; would you
17 like you have the Congress for the Federal 17 agreethat that's true?
18 Government, we have a state legislature -- 18 A. A lot of white votersin Alabama
19 A. Uh-huh. 19 votefor Republicans; isthat what you said?
20 Q. --that-- 20 Q. Yes
21 A. Butl don't know -- | don't know 21 A. Yes
22 him offhand. My wife would know all that 22 Q. Do you know why alot of white
23 stuff. | don't -- | don't -- 23 voters support Republicans?
24 24
25 25
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1 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 1 person. The dude got up, went out there,

2 Form. 2 pumped hisgas. | wastherefirst. | was

3 A. No, | donot know why. My answer 3 invisible.

4 would definitely be way out in left field. 4 Q. Did he come and pump yours next

5 S0, no, | don't know why. 5 or--

6 Q. (BY MS MESSICK) Okay. Youd 6 A. No.

7 haveto speculate -- 7 Q. --hejustignored you?

8 A. Yes 8 A. No. Butyou know what | did?

9 Q. --iswhat you're saying? 9 Cranked my car up and went to another service
10 Okay. Did you experience 10 station. Now, you would say no words was
11 discrimination growing up in Alabama? 11 exchanged basically or nothing, but it's
12 A. ldid. 12 the-- it'sthe -- it's the poison of the
13 Q. Would you agree that things are 13 atmosphere, okay? And so, thingslike that,
14 very different today? 14 | don't have to spend my money. I'll go
15 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 15 someplace where I'm welcome, you know.
16 Form. 16 Q. Yeah
17 Y ou can answer. 17 A. So--

18 A. | thinkit's covered up, but | 18 Q. Isan experience like that common
19 think discrimination is still alive and well. 19 orrarefor you?
20 Q. (BY MS. MESSICK) Okay. Whydo |20 A. | think in some rural areasyou
21 you say that? 21 go, sometimeit's still there.
22 A. Weéll, you will have to be aBlack 22 Q. Okay. Do you experiencethat a
23 person going to different places, soliciting 23 lot in Montgomery --
24 24
25 25
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1 some of the stores and the interaction with 1 A. No.

2 certain people that basically, you know, 2 Q. --County?

3 refuseto treat you equally or treat you 3 A. No, no, no. It'snot alot.

4 different than they do your white 4 It'snot alot, but it's still there.

5 counterpart. And so, you can seeit. 5 Q. Okay. Aretherethingsthat you

6 It's-- 1 don't know whether 6 think | should have asked you today? Y ou

7 it'sstereotyping. | don't know whether it's 7 indicated before you thought | was asking you

8 upbringing. But you still have people 8 about the wrong stuff.

9 calingthe N word. And you still have -- 9 A. 1 didn't think -- | think you
10 it'sdtill there. | mean, you're asking me 10 asked too much today, but, no, there's
11 tobe-- and I'll leave that right there 11 nothing | think you should have asked me
12 because -- I'll leave that right there. 12 today.

13 Q. Canyou give me any examples of 13 Q. Okay. So, | didn't miss

14 timesthat you've experienced discrimination 14 anything; | just asked too much in your view?
15 in Alabamain the last twenty years? 15 A. 1don'tthink you did. Maybe --
16 A. Twenty years? 16 no, I'm not -- I'm not going to even season
17 Q. (Counsel nods head.) 17 you with anything because, then, we'll be
18 A. | wasonmy way to Mobile, went 18 here another hour.

19 into afull service service station. The guy 19 Q. So, therewill beatrial inthis

20 wasinthere. | wasgoingto -- | was going 20 casein February. And your lawyers might
21 toreally pump my own gas. But it saysfull 21 call you to testify to help the court

22 service. So, | wentin. They were sitting 22 understand why your side believes that the
23 down. And another car pulled up, white 23 court should giveyou relief. Arethere

24 24

25 25
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1 thingsthat you can think of asyou sit here 1 Q. Okay.
2 now that you would want the court to know 2 A. S0, it would have been like a
3 that we haven't already talked about? 3 active person assigned to aguard unit. So,
4 MS. JASRASARIA: Objection. 4 | wasactive.
5 Form. 5 Q. Okay.
6 Y ou can answer. 6 A. Uh-huh.
7 A. AndI don't think there's 7 Q. Did you experience discrimination
8 anything new that's not already been 8 when you were active Air National Guard?
9 discussed in the court case. So, my idea 9 A. | was passed over apromotion
10 would be asit isthat -- you know, to 10 because | knew it was discrimination, okay?
11 givethose areas more leverage to select 11 Because Air National Guard, they have alot
12 peoplethat will actually be sincerein 12 of son, fathers, brothers, okay? And so --
13 representing their interest. So, all that 13 cousins and stuff, you know.
14 is-- that'sthereason that | think all of 14 Q. Like people getting promoted
15 that is stated in these -- what you call 15 based on who they know; is that what you're
16 these-- casefiles. 16 saying?
17 Q. Okay. Did you experience 17 A. Well, people getting not
18 discrimination when you were in the army? 18 necessarily -- you don't get promoted
19 A. | think -- | think back then, | 19 because -- well, yeah, they favor those.
20 think majority of Black people did. However, 20 They'll giveyou ahigher APR. So, that
21 | was--inbasictraining -- | went through 21 would do it right there. But they just had
22 basic training with a person that had 22 more support, more pull. And alot of time,
23 never -- let him -- let them tell it -- had 23 they got a better APR and stuff, then, they
24 24
25 25
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1 never seen or had any encounter with a Black 1 could pass you over and go to another person,
2 person. Okay. They wasless discriminative 2 you know.
3 than people that had been raised up with 3 Q. What'san APR?
4 Black people, okay? 4 A. Annua appraisal report.
5 Q. Okay. 5 Q. Okay. Okay.
6 A. $So, I think we all do. If -- you 6 A. Yeah.
7 haveto amost be extrato sometimes succeed. 7 MS. MESSICK: Could we take just
8 Youusedto. Now, military has changed quite 8 two minutes?
9 abit. So, that would be something that 9
10 would be hard to find now, | think, okay? 10 (Whereupon, a brief recess was
11 So -- but back then -- 11 taken.)
12 Q. What years approximately were you 12
13 inthearmy? 13 MS. MESSICK: We're back on the
14 A. | wentinthearmyin August '74 14 record.
15 through August '78. 15 | do not have any further
16 Q. Okay. And then, when you werein 16 questionsfor you, Mr. Powell. Y our lawyer
17 the Air Nationa Guard, that was the sort of 17 may or may not have questions for you.
18 thing where you're not in there full time, 18 MS. JASRASARIA: No questionsfor
19 you'reliving in Montgomery -- 19 me, Mr. Powell. Thank you so much for your
20 A. lwas-- 20 timetoday.
21 Q. --doingajob? 21 MS. MESSICK: Yes, thank you for
22 A. --AGR. 22 your time.
23 | was active guard reserve. 23 THE WITNESS: Y ou're welcome.
24 24
25 25
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1 MS. MESSICK: Off the record and 1 To: Jyoti Jasrasaria, Esg.
2 done Re: Signature of Deponent Manasseh Powell
3 .FU RTHER DEPONENT SAITH NOT 2 Date Errata due back at our offices: 30 days
4 3 Greetings:
5 This deposition has been requested for read and sign by
6 4 the deponent. It isthe deponent's responsibility to
7 review the transcript, noting any changes or corrections
5 onthe attached PDF Errata. The deponent may fill
8 out the Errata electronically or print and fill out
9 6 manually.
10 . .
11 7 Oncethe Erratais signed by the deponent and notarized,
12 8 please mail it to the offices of Veritext (below).
9
13 10 When the signed Erratais returned to us, we will seal
14 11 and forward to the taking attorney to file with the
15 12 original transcript. We will also send copies of the
13 Erratato all ordering parties.
16 14
17 15 If the signed Erratais not returned within the time
18 16 above, the original transcript may be filed with the
19 17 court without the signature of the deponent.
18
20 19 Please Email the completed errata/witness cert page
21 20 to CS-SOUTHEAST@VERITEXT.COM
22 21 or mail to
23 22 Veritext Production Facility
23 2000A Southbridge Parkway, Suite 400
24 24 Birmingham, AL 35209
25 25 800-808-4958
Page 135 Page 137
1 CERTIFICATE 1 ERRATA for ASSIGNMENT #6790048
2 I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | have read the
3 STATE OF ALABAMA ) 2 transcript of my testimony, and that
4 JEFFERSON COUNTY ) 5 H o -
5 | hereby certify that the above —Th:rfoﬂfv;‘;; ;nagn?g;re -
6 and foregoing deposition was taken downby me | , — '
7 in stenotype, and th? ques“ ons and answers 5 Pursuant to Civil Procedure, Rule 30. ALA. CODE § 5-30(e)
8 thereto were transcribed by means of 6 (2017). Rule 30(e) states any changesin form or
9 computer-aided transcription, and that the 7 substance which you desire to make to your testimony shall
10 foregoi ng represents atrue and correct 8 be entered upon the deposition with a statement of the
11 transcri pt of the testi mony given by said 9 reasons given for making them. To assist you in making any
12 witness upon said heari ng 10 such corrections, please use the form below. |f additional
13 | further certify tﬁat | am 11 pages are necessary, please furnish same and attach.
. . . 12
14 neither of_ counsel, nor of kin to_ th(_e parties 13 Page Line Change
15 totheaction, nor am | an anywise interested 14
16 intheresult of said cause. 15 Reason for change
17 16 Page Line Change
18 17
19 MICHELLE L. FPARVIN 18 Reason for Chénge
20 Certified Court Reporter 19 Page__ Line_ Change
21 License Number 126 ;‘; ———
22 Commission expires 9/30/24 2 Page Lineg Change
23 Notary Public expires 1/26/26 m
24 24 Reason for change
25 25 Page Line Change
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1 Page_  Line____ Change
2 Reason for change
3 Page_ Line__ Change
4
5 Reason for change
6 Page_ Line__ Change
7
8 Reason for change
9 Page_ Line__ Change
10
11 Reason for change
12 Page_ Line___ Change
13
14 Reason for change
15
16
17
18 DEPONENT'S SIGNATURE
19
20 Sworn to and subscribed before methis___ day of
21
22
23
24
25 NOTARY PUBLIC/ My Commission Expires:
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1Tt there are changes iIn form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer"s Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f)(1) whether a review was requested
and, i1f so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, 1f any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys i1n relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed In accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions 1s committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally ldentifiable
Information (PI1l1). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted In an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted In a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of i1ts subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions*
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext"s Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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