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By Kim Chandler

State Sen. Scott Beason (Special)

GARDENDALE, Alabama -- Sen. Scott Beason, R-Gardendale, this
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and economic development in Greene County.

"That's y'alls Indian's," said then Rep. Benjamin Lewis of Dothan,.

"They're aborigines, but they're not Indians," Beason retorted.

Beason remains chairman of the powerful Senate Rules Committee
which sets the debate agenda in the Senate. Some senators had
asked Beason to step down or to be stripped of the chairmanship.

Senator Vivian Figures , D-Mobile, called on Beason to resign as
Rules Chairman.

"Senator Beason's racist remarks show that he is not an objective and
fair-minded leader. For him to remain as Rules Chair is a clear
message that the Republican Senators all condone his racist remarks.
Racism should have no place in the Alabama Senate. It is in the best
interest of all Alabamians that he resign immediately," Figures said
today in a prepared statement.

Beason said he thought he could remain an effective  committee
chairman despite the controversy.
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