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10/8/24, 1:55 PM Former Athens superintendent, two others sentenced in virtual school case

\Iso concocted a scheme in which
Jorkren and Deborah Holladay,

Trey Holladay’s wife, created consulting

companies that allegedly recruited

students to the virtual schools. The

school systems agreed to pay the

consulting companies a percentage of

the per-pupil funds.

In reality, however, the participants of
the scheme were falsifying student
names and using the personal
information of actively enrolled private
school students to bump up enrollment
numbers.

In his sentencing order on Thursday,
federal judge Myron Thompson noted
that the now-felons preyed upon some
of the poorest school districts in
Alabama, diverting hundreds of
thousands of public school dollars from
Alabama public schools and sending
them instead to mostly white private
schools that were operating in
predominantly Black counties.

“Here, both the Limestone County
School District and the Athens City
School District received more than their
fair share of ... funding at the expense
of even the most cash-strapped school
district,” Thompson wrote. “In
connection with the agreements to
acquire student information from the
private schools, the co-conspirators
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