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A month ago Saturday, The Post revealed that Moore had pursued
several high-school-age women while he was in his 30s and serving in
the district attorney’s office in Etowah County during the late 1970s.
What's more, one woman, Leigh Corfman, told of being approached by
Moore when she was only 14 and described him sexually touching her.
After that report, several other women came forward with stories about
Moore approaching them as teenagers or, in one case, attempting a
sexual assault.

Those allegations have dominated the conversation around Moore since
— obscuring another aspect to the race. Even before those allegations,
Moore was underperforming against Democrat Doug Jones. During his
2012 election as chief justice of the state’s Supreme Court, he won by
only 3.5 points during an election that saw Mitt Romney beat President
Barack Obama by more than 20 — likely a function of his having been
ousted from the same position several years before for ignoring a court
order. (He would go on to be removed from the bench again after
winning in 2012, again for failing to uphold federal law.)

Beyond that, though, Moore has a long track record of saying
controversial or offensive things, many of which have resurfaced
recently as he seeks the highest office of his political career.
In 1997, as a circuit court judge, Moore spoke out against evolution —
and linked it to crime. CNN'’s KFILE team uncovered the video.
“We have kids driving by, shooting each other, that they don’t even
know each other,” Moore said. “They’re acting like animals because
we’ve taught them they come from animals. They're treating their fellow
men with prejudice because we taught them they come from animals.”
In 2005, Moore was interviewed by journalist Bill Press. During that
interview, he argued that homosexuality should be illegal.
“Homosexual conduct should be illegal, yes,” he told Press when asked
about his views on a contemporaneous Supreme Court decision. At the
time, nearly half the country agreed; his campaign has not clarified
whether he still holds this position.
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“I think it was great at the time when families were united — even
though we had slavery — they cared for one another,” Moore replied,
according to the Los Angeles Times. “Our families were strong, our
country had a direction.”

When these comments resurfaced this week, many people noted that, in
2002, Republican Senate leader Trent Lott had made

comments looking back favorably at the segregated South — which
ended up costing him his position. Moore was looking back further, to a
time before the Civil War, expressing that America was last great at a
time when black people were enslaved.

At Moore’s rally in Florence, he made other racially insensitive
comments.

“We were torn apart in the Civil War — brother against brother, North
against South, party against party,” he said. “What changed?”

“Now we have blacks and whites fighting, reds and yellows fighting,
Democrats and Republicans fighting, men and women fighting,” he
continued. “What’s going to unite us? What’s going to bring us back
together? A president? A Congress? No. It's going to be God.”

He later defended the use of “reds and yellows” by saying that he was
guoting a religious song.

All of that, plus those two ousters from the state Supreme Court, was on
the record before the allegations against Moore. While many of those
comments are outside the mainstream of political rhetoric in the United
States, they may not be outside the mainstream in Alabama, where, one
month ago Friday, Moore held a 6-point lead in the Senate race.

On Tuesday, he may very well be elected to the Senate.
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