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“Anything that leads to favoring one race, any race, over another or devaluing any race
over another is something that, in my opinion, doesn’t belong in the school,” he said.

Stephens said while the training was for teachers and the materials were not discussed
with students, it will ultimately impact students.

“It would take an incredibly naive person,” Stephens said, “to think that you’re going to
train teachers on something and it’s not going to make its way into the classroom in some
way or share of form.”

Reynolds told AL.com he was getting complaints from constituents that critical race
theory was being taught in public schools, but Stephens was the first to provide an
example, and he wanted the state to investigate and resolve any conflicts between its
policy and the federal desegregation order.

“I don’t know what the federal court order says,” he said. “I don’t know when it was
done. I don’t know what [Huntsville City Schools] promised.

In the response to Stephens, Pape did not mention the desegregation order.

State Department of Education general counsel Jason Swann told AL.com Thursday the
department is waiting on a response from Huntsville school officials.

Advertisement

Swann emailed Stephens Thursday evening, writing, “As with any other inquiry of this
nature, I have contacted the district and requested an explanation and response to your
concerns. I will let you know as soon as I receive a response.”

Stephens said he doesn’t believe in whitewashing history and wants Alabama’s history to
be accurately taught to students, including segregation and slavery, which Stephens called
“horrible” and “awful.”
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