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As the results came trickling in from the U.S. Senate primary Tuesday night, Birmingham
officials were moving to cover a 102-year-old Confederate monument days after violence

in Charlottesville, Virginia shocked the nation.

AL.com asked Wayne Flynt, a professor emeritus of history at Auburn University and
author of "Mockingbird Songs: My Friendship with Harper Lee," to weigh in on the week's

events.
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Flynt saw brilliance in Mayor William Bell's covering the monument and predictable
"prostitution” when Attorney General Steve Marshall quickly sued Birmingham in
response. And at the heart of these and most all issues facing Alabama and America, Flynt

says, 1s race.
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On Senate primary:
Flynt said he was not surprised Chief Justice Roy Moore did as well as he did.

"The question is is (Moore) going to be able to pick up anybody's support, like Mo Brooks
and others. Of course, the big unknown in that election is going to be turnout, because
(Alabama Secretary of State John) Merrill is predicting that turnout will probably fall by
half from 18 percent to closer to 10 percent and one would assume that the ones that
would stay home would be the ones who voted for defeated candidates who couldn't

stomach either Luther Strange or Roy Moore."

"If that is a very low turnout election, I think Roy Moore has much more enthusiastic
support than Luther does, so even though I think the total number of Roy Moore's votes

will not grow much, they may not have to."

Advertisement

Strange should not count on Brooks' supporters switching to his camp, he said. "What

they may do is just stay home."
Will support from President Trump help Strange in the runoff?

Yes, but Trump has "to be really careful because there is so much anti-establishment
feeling in Alabama politics. That is basically Alabamians start off by hating all politicians
and for good reason. I mean if you've had Hubbard and Bentley and Roy Moore, you

could assume all politicians are crooked and corrupt.”

"I predict Luther will win the Senate seat because what he's done is sound just like Donald
Trump. Alabamians love Trump because he's against every establishment. Of course, that
makes him unable to perform as president. That doesn't bother Alabamians as along as
they keep getting their welfare payments and Social Security benefits and their Medicare."
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"Probably, if you interviewed every Alabamian individually, with no one else in the room,
they'd probably say a plague on all your houses, that there's no such thing as an honest
politician, in Alabama that's an oxymoron. They don't think anyone really shares their
problems, nobody really cares about them, all they're doing is feathering their nests and
obtaining power, acquiring power, and I don't think that's just true of their attitudes

toward national politics, I think that's their attitude toward local politics, too."
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"They're conservative, and so they vote Republican, just as once upon a time they voted
Democratic, and the Democrats were both racist and conservative. I think Alabama is still

defined primarily by race, that's the most important issue."

"The most obvious example of that is blacks vote almost all together one way, whites vote
almost all together another way. Blacks worship altogether in one setting, whites
altogether in another setting. When blacks hit a tipping point of 40 or 50 percent in
schools, all the whites tend to go to another school. When the neighborhood gets to be
more than 50 percent black, all the whites move."
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On Birmingham Confederate monument covering:

"I thought it was a piece of genius myself," Flynt said of Mayor William Bell's decision to

cover the monument rather than remove it.

"Until the law is amended, which it almost certainly will be in the next legislative session,
but until the law is amended, I think the state is going to have trouble winning a legal case
against him. Of course, Steve Marshall has to say what Steve Marshall said because Steve
Marshall could get beat by Troy King if he doesn't go to the right. He's sort of like Big

Luther: Big Luther is whatever the situation demands."

"I like Steve Marshall, he's a friend but I think he knows in Alabama politics he's going to
have to do what Big Luther did which is whatever his personal convictions or whatever
his personal ideologies are if he wants to win in Alabama politics, he's got to sink to the
lowest common denominator. He's got to prostitute himself just like Luther does and what
that means is you can come out of this pretty sullied. I don't think you can keep your
principles as a human being and I don't think you can keep your morality as a Christian
and participate very much in Alabama politics. When you walk in the door, you know

what the compromises have to be in a state that is primarily dominated by race."
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On Gov. Kay Ivey's political future:

"She called me some years ago and asked me to come to the lieutenant governor's office

and talk with her about the Black Belt and about strategies for Black Belt development.”

"She understands that with the black population in Alabama trending up and the white population
going down, and the Black Belt dying, unless we want to bury 14 or 15

counties in central Alabama things have to change. Education has to get better, white

people, black people have to start talking together to make the Black Belt more attractive

so every 18-year-old doesn't dream of the day he or she can graduate high school and go someplace

else."
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"It's almost impossible to stabilize those counties where she's from essentially dying; some
are smaller than they were in 1860, which is hard for people to comprehend when I say
that but it's true.”
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