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Retired Army Sgt. Kenneth Paschal handily defeated Democrat Sheridan Black in a
general special election for a Shelby County-based state House seat, and will become the
Legislature’s only Black Republican once he is sworn into office.

Also on Tuesday, former state Rep. and ex-Trump administration official April Weaver, a
Republican, soundly won her special election against Democrat Virginia Teague
Applebaum.

Advertisement

Paschal led Black 75 percent to 25 percent as of 9:40 p.m. Tuesday, according to
preliminary results from the Alabama Secretary of State’s office.

The Alabama GOP and his campaign said Paschal became the first Black Republican
elected to the state Legislature since Reconstruction (about 140 years ago).

“The voters of District 73 didn’t choose me because of the color of my skin. They got to
know me,” the retired Army sergeant said in a statement. “They saw a God-fearing man of
integrity who values and defends our Constitution. But I do recognize the historical
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