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White Christians continue to favor
Trump over Biden, but support has
slipped

Many Catholics in the U.S. and Latin
America Want the Church to Allow
Birth Control and to Let Women
Become Priests

BY GREGORY A. SMITH

President Donald Trump continues to be White Christians’ preferred candidate for the

November election, but support among voters in three major traditions — White Catholics,
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slipped since August, according to a new Pew Research Center poll. !
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Many around the globe say it’s
important their leader stands up for
people’s religious beliefs
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Democratic candidate Joe Biden, by contrast, is leading the presidential contest among Whites
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every other religious group analyzed in the survey, including Black Protestants, Hispanic
Catholics, Jews and the religiously unaffiliated. The poll of 10,543 U.S. registered voters
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nationwide was conducted Sept. 30 to Oct. 5, as Trump spent four days in the hospital MOST PC
amid a White House COVID-19 outbreak.

1 Migrant encounters at U.S.-Mexico

Among White Catholic voters, Trump is ahead of Biden by 8 percentage points: 52% in border have fallen sharply in 2024
this group say they would vote for Trump (or lean that way) if the election were held today,

while 44% favor Biden. This gap has narrowed significantly — Trump was 19 points ahead 2 Are you in the American middle
of Biden (59% to 40%) the last time this question was asked in a poll conducted in late class? Find out with our income
July and early August. calculator

Support from White Protestants who do not consider themselves to be evangelical or born- ) . . .
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again has dropped at a similar pace: 53% say they would vote for P e election T p Have Contrasting Strengths,

were today, down from 59% who said this in the summer poll. Even White evangelical Weaknesses

Protestants have softened slightly in their support for Trump, though they overwhelmingly

remain on his side: 78% of White evangelicals intend to cast ballots for Trump, compared o .
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with 83% who said this in August.

5 Many Catholics in the U.S. and Latin
How we did this © America Want the Church to Allow
Birth Control and to Let Women

. . . Become Priests
Biden, meanwhile, is currently favored by 90% of Black Protestant registered voters, 70%

of Jews and 679% of Hispanic Catholics. Among people without a religious affiliation, Biden
is the preferred candidate for 83% of atheists and agnostics, and 62% of people who
describe their religion as “nothing in particular.” In all of these groups, support for Biden
is on par with that seen in the August survey.

The survey was conducted days after the candidates held their first presidential debate on
Sept. 29. On the morning of Oct. 2, Trump announced that he had tested positive for the
coronavirus, and that evening he was hospitalized at Walter Reed Medical Center for
treatment.

While support for Trump has dropped among all three groups of White Christians
analyzed in the survey, support for Biden did not see a corresponding (statistically
significant) jump. One partial factor in Trump’s declining support from White Christians
might be that the new survey, for the first time, gave respondents the option of saying they
would vote for Libertarian candidate Jo Jorgensen or Green Party candidate Howie
Hawkins. Only Trump and Biden were listed by name in the August survey.

Overall, 6% of registered voters in the new survey say they would vote for Jorgensen (4%),
Hawkins (1%), or some other candidate or none of the candidates listed (1%). By
comparison, 2% of registered voters in the summer poll indicated they would vote for

someone other than Trump or Biden, or that they would vote for neither candidate.

White Christians are a key segment of the electorate because they make up roughly 44% of

10.S. registered voters. Roughly 7% of registered voters are Black Protestants, 5% are
Hispanic Catholics, 2% are Jewish and 28% are religiously unaffiliated.

The survey’s findings about 2020 voting intentions are in line with Jong-term trends in
partv identification. White evangelical Protestants — Trump’s strongest supporters — are
the most solidly and consistently Republican among major religious groups in the
electorate, and they have grown even more uniformly Republican in recent decades. White
Catholics and White Protestants who are not evangelical also have shifted in a Republican
direction in recent years. By contrast, Black Protestants, religiously unaffiliated voters,
Jews and Hispanic Catholics have long been solidly Democratic.

And while the new survey did not ask respondents to rate Trump’s handling of his job as

president, past polls show that approval of Trump’s performance has generally hovered 21-cv-01531

within a fairly narrow range among most religious groups. 11/12/2024 Trial
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