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1 for by the Statute. 1 incorrect?
2 It is finther stipulated and 2 A, No, this is correct.
3 agreed by and between the parties hereto and 3 Q. Okay. So--
4 the witness that the signature of the witness 4 MR. DAVIS: Pardon me, but do you
5 to this deposition is hereby waived. 5 have an elcctronic copy so that we can see  10:0iAM
6 Ao kO %k ok %k Kk ok k sk ok %k ok 6 that?
7 LEONETTE SLAY, 7 MS. YORK: That's the Exhibit
8 the witness, having first been 8 Share function. You should have afl received
9 duly swom or affirmed to speak the truth, the 9 an invitation from Veritext.
10 whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 10 MR, DAVIS: Yes. Soit's downin  10:01AM
11 testified as follows: 11 the marked exhibit folder?
12 THE COURT REPORTER: Usual 12 MS. YORK: Yes, sir.
13 stipulations? 13 MR. DAVIS: Thank you. I
14 MR. DAVIS: Usual stipulations, I 14 understand.
15 guess, but, Jim, we've noticed this as a trial  09:59AM) 13 MS. YORK: And, occasionally, as | 10:01AM
16 deposition. 16 mark them in Exhibit Share, you may have to
17 MR. DAVIS: You have, and I think 17 refresh the screen, but they should appear
18 out of fairness to you and the witness, { 18 there almost simuianeously.
19 think it would be incumbent on me 1f T have an 19 MR. DAVIS: Thank you. I'm sorry
20 objection to leading or relevancy, that I 09:50AM | 20 [or the interruption. 10:01AM
21 specify that. 21 MR. BLACKSHER: So this will be
22 MR, BLACKSHER: I agree. You need 22 marked as Deposition Exhibit 1, Ms. York?
23 to get your objections on the record for a 23 MS. YORK: Yes, sir. I've marked
Page 7 Page 9
1 trial deposition. 1 itas Slay Exhibit 1.
2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 2 Q. Now I'm going to hand you,
3 BY MR, BLACKSHER: 3 Ms. Slay -- this is a picture -- excuse me --
4 Q. So would you state your name and 4 that we printed ofT of Dave's Redistricting
5 address, please? 10:00AM 5 App that locates your residence in the plan ~ 10:02AM
6 A. Leonette Walker Slay, 320 6 that was enacled by the lepistature in 2021.
7 Albermarle Drive, Hoover, Alabama 35226. 7 Does that look about right to you?
8 Q. Okay. And what is your race or 8 A. Yes.
9 cthnicity? 9 Q. Allright. And here is a blowup
10 A. 1 am non-Hispanic white, 10:00AM | 10 of that picture that is hard to read, but it~ 10:02AM
11 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 1 was 11 might be easier for you to locate your
12 marked for identification.) 12 Albermarle address residence on it.
13 Q. Okay. T've just handed you an 13 A. Yes. Where that "X" is, you can
14 exhibit that we printed off of the Secretary 14 barely see the name of that street is
15 of State's website. 10:00AM 15 Albermarle Drive, and that is where [ live, 10:03AM
16 MR. BLACKSHER: Suzanne, can you 16 MR, BLACKSHER: Okay. So we'll
17 hear us? 17 mark those two as Exhibits 2 and 3.
18 MS. YORK: Yes, sir. I'm marking 18 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 2 and
19 it now. 19 3 were marked for identification.)
20 Q. Okay. This is -- this locates you 10:00AM ;20 MS, YORK: They've been marked and  10:03AM
21 on the Secretary of State's registered voter 21 introduced.
22 database. Can you look it over, please, and 22 Q. Now, I'll show you according to
23 sce if there's anything on it that seems 23 Dave's where your residence is in the plan
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Page 10 Pape 12
1 that was enaeted recently in 2023, i the Army, and to your point about education,
2 Docs that look about right? 2 T'm also a graduate of the Army War College,
3 A, Yes. 3 which is graduate-icve] education.
4 Q. And here is a blowup of that 4 Q. So give us an overview of your
5 picture as well so that you can locate 10:04AM 5 career in the military. 10:06AM
6 Atbermarle Drive, and is the "X" in the right G A. Okay. Ijoined the Army in '76,
7 spot for your residence? 7 and at that time, it was the Women's Army
8 A Yes, 8 Corps, and I ended up spending 14 years on
9 MR. BLACKSHER: Okay. We'll mark 9 active duty and the rest of the time in tbe
10 those as the next two exhibit numbers, please.  10:04AM 10 Army Reserve both as a military intelligence 10:06AM
11 {Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 4 and 11 officer and a human resources officer and
12 5 were marked for identification,} 12 ended up being in several states -- Arizona
13 Q. Now let's talk a little bt about 13 Kentucky, Seuth Carolina, and obviously
14 your background please, Ms. Slay. Where were 14 Alabama -- and three years stationed in
15 born and raised? 10:04AM 15 Germany. 10:06AM
16 A. 1 was bom in Tupelo, Mississippi, 16 Q. On active duty or as a reservist?
[7 and raised in the small town of West Point, 17 A.  All were on active duty excepl
18 Mississippi, in northeast Mississippi. 18 South Caroiina and Alabama. So, because of
i9 Q. Okay. Andis that where you went 19 1that expericnce, I've had some ideas about
20 10 high schooi? 10:04AM 20 electoral politics in other states and also 10:06AM
21 A. Igraduated from public school at 21 Germany,
22 West Point High School, and then I went 1o 22 Q. So are you stili a member of the
23 college, Millsaps College, in Jackson, 23 Arny Reserves?
Page 11 Page 13
1 Mississippi. ThenI got a scholarship to go 1 A.  Actually, Tam not. I was in the
2 to the University of Texas at Austin where | 2 Reserve until 2010, There is a requirement
3 majored in public affairs. 3 that you had to retive at age 60 for the
4 Q. As an undergraduate? 4 program that I was in.
5 A. No, that was a graduale degree 10:05AM 5 Q. Okay. So what was your rank when  10:07AM
6 afier graduating from Milisaps. 6 you retired?
7 Q. Okay. So you got a master's -- 7 A, Iretired as an O6 colonel.
8 A. Inpublic affairs. 8 Q.  What brought you to Alabama?
9 Q. --inpublic affairs? 9 A. Iwasstationed in the First
10 A. Uh-huh, 10:05AM 10 Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, That 10:07AM
11 Q. And did you have more education 11 was another stale that | was aclive in, and I
12 after that, or did you -- 12 ended up coming to Alabama for some personat
13 A.  Well, immediately after graduating 13 reasons but then integrated from the active
14 from the University of Texas, | was fortunate 14 Army into the Army Reserve and served in
15 to geta job as a legislative aid in the Texas  10:05AM 15 Birmingham units as well as 2 South Carolina ~ 10:07AM
16 House of Representatives to a senior member of 16 unit,
17 tbe House, and T worked there for two years (o 17 Q. And whal year did you ¢ome to
18 include their first constitutional convention 18 Alabama?
19 in a hundred years in a special call session, 19 A, 1991,
20 but as a result of that experience, ] ended up  10:05AM 20 Q. And was that here or -- 10:07AM
21 getting a direet commission in the United 21 A. T wasin Tuscaloosa. Ilived
22 Stales Arny. 22 there for several years and then was asked to
23 And from there, I had a career in 23 join a particular unit in Birminghatn as an
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TPage 14 Page 16
1 Amy Reserve. They were short military i Q. Okay. And you won't return until
2 intelligence offices. And so T ended up 2 when?
3 moving to Birmingham and worked here and 3 A, Twill return on August the 24th,
4 transitioned into the civil service as well as 4 Q. And is this a trip that had been
5 the Army Reserve, Complicated program, but 10:08AM | 5 planned? 10:10AM
6 you have to be in both to be eligible to be in [ A.  Yes, this trip was planned last
7 civil service. 7 year.
8 Q. So explain to me what your eivil 8 Q. Okay. When did you become a
9 service position is. 9 resident of Jefferson County, Alabama?
i0 A, Well, my eivil service position 10:08AM 10 A, 1994, At that time, it was 10:10AM
11 consisted of Army Reserve training and 11 another part of Hoover but still in Jefferson
12 military intelligence, but ultimately, [ was 12 County, I've lived in Jefferson County in two
13 the human resource officer for eight 13 different locations since 1994,
14 southeastern states and Puerto Rico about the 14 Q. And the Albermarle Drive location
15 same time we started mobilizing Anmy Reserve  10:08AM| 15 is the second? 10:10AM
16 personnel for various overseas conlingeneies. 16 A, Yes, sit. I purchased that house
17 1was also a battalion commander that 17 in 2003,
18 mobilized people in '97 through *99 to go to 18 Q. Okay. What was your address
19 Bosnia and Herzegovina, but mainly we were 19 before that?
20 mobilizing thousands for the Global War on 10:08AM | 20 A. 7213 Rime Village Drive in Hoover, 10:11AM
21 Terrorism, Irag, and Afghanistan. 21 Alabama. [t's an apartment complex.
22 Q. And as I understand it, this is 22 Q. Areyou also a member of the
23 part military duty and part civii service 23 League of Women Voters?
Page 15 Page 17
1 duty? 1 A. ¥am a member of the League of
2 A. It's called the Military 2 Women Voters underscoring that I'm not
3 Technician Program, and so to be in a military 3 officially representing them in any way in
4 technician slot, you have to be a serving 4 this proceeding, but much of my experience in
5 member of the Army Reserve and meet alf 10:09AM | 5 Jefferson County is the result of volunieer 10:11AM
6 requirements. So the two jobs are linked. 6 work with the League of Women Voters.
7 So, il I could not pass my 7 Q. When did you become involved with
8 physical fitness test and was told lo feave 8 the League of Women Voters in Alabama?
9 the Army Reserve, I would automatically lose 9 A. 1 became involved with them when |
10 my federal civil service job. If T couldn't 10:09AM 10 mowved to Tuscaloosa in 1990 where I served on 10:11AM
11 make weight or otber requirements of the Army, il the board and as president of the local
12 T would lose my federal civil service job as i2 league, and then when I {ransitioned to
13 weli. So, when I ended up retiring in 2010 as 13 Birmingham, I immediately joined the local
14 an 06 at Fort Jackson, I was also the human 14 league and ended up being on the board and
15 resource officer GS14 for those southeastern  10:09AM | 15 president several times. 10:12AM
16 states and Puerio Rico. 16 Q. When you say "the board," you mean
17 Q. Thank you, And, you know, I 17 the statewide board?
18 forgot to ask you at the top of the i8 A, Well, at that tme, it was the
19 deposition, bul we are taking your deposition 19 local board, but I have served three different
20 because you will be unable to attend triai on ~ 10:09AM 20 occasions on the state board and am currently  10:12AM
21 Monday? 21 on the state board.
22 A. That's correct. I'm leaving the 22 Q. Okay. And have you held -- have
23 country on Sunday. 23 you been chaired or chief officer of the --
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Page 18 Page 20
1 whatever you call it -- of the Jefferson 1 whicl we have toll-free munbers and emails and
2 County league? 2 are working very successfully with the
3 A. TI've heen at various positions in 3 Jefferson County Board of Pardons and Paroles
4 the Jefferson County league to include 4 to make sure that people who are cligihle can
5 president, treasurer, voter service chair, and  10:12AM 5 vole, and if they have one of the 10:14AM
6 just various areas because of my long & disqualifying offenses, how they can go about
7 association with the [eague which started in 7 getting a CERYV to restore their voting rights,
8 1976 8 Q. A CERYV is a Certificate of
9 Q. And in -- in your work with the 9 Eligibility to Register to Vote?
10 League of Women Voters, are you a volunteer 10:12AM { 10 A. Right. Thank you. AndI'vejust  10:15AM
11 with activities with the League of Women 11 potten some updated information from our VRR
12 Voters? 12 project manager for Jefferson County. She
13 A. The League of Women Voters in 13 cstimates that we have helped 250 felons make
14 Alabama is completely, 100 percent, voluntary. 14 sure that they can vote in Jefferson County.
15 Q. And it's a nonpartisan i0:12AM 15 Q. Okay. What about eligihle felon 10:15AM
16 organization? 16 voters who are incarcerated in jail, for
17 A, Ttis vociferously nonpartisan. 17 example?
18 Q. Allright. And so describe your 18 A. They -- they -- until they're
19 involvement as a member of the league and your 19 convicted of a disqualifying felony, they are
20 colieagues in the league in Alabama elections.  10:13AM | 20 eligible to vole. And so we are working 10:15AM
21 A.  Wel, the league -- nationally, 21 especially with the Jeffco Sheriff's Office to
22 state, and local - has been know known for a 22 make sure that they have access 1o ballots and
23 long time as a voting organizalion, hence our 23 also information.
Page 19 Page 21
i name, and also a voting rights organization in 1 And speaking of information, the
2 which we think every eligible citizen should 2 eligibility to vote is only as helpful as your
3 be able to cast an informed ballot at every 3 knowledge about who the candidates or the
4 election they choose 10 participate in. 4 constitutional amendments are on the bailot.
5 And so we work o ensure that 10:13AM 5 8o the league has a free service called 10:15AM
6 elections are accessible, they are 6 "Voledll.org" in which anyone can enter their
7 transparent, and that people who are eligible 7 hotne address and find oul who or what is going
8 to vote have the opportunity to register, to § to be on their ballot, and the league has very
9 get information about what's going 1o be on 9 successfully created guestionnaires which
10 their ballot as well as information on the 10:13AM 10 speak o local, state, or national issues. 10:16AM
1} logistics of casting their ballots. 11 The same questionnaire is sent to
i2 Q. What are some of those programs 12 every candidate. Every candidatc has a chance
13 you're involved in right now with helping 13 torespond verbatim, It's not edited in any
14 voters? 14 way, and we upload their answers so that a
15 A. We are doing voter registrations 10:14AM 15 voter can see what the candidates in their 10:16AM
16 whether it's an election or a nonelection 16 region are saying about imporlant issues.
17 scason. We are doing a lot of work with 17 Q. Okay. And have you sent these
18 voting rights restoration thanks to the 18 questionnaires out to candidates in Jelferson
19 legisiature's 2017 clarification on which 19 County since you've been here or just
20 offenses constitute moral twpitude. Many 10:14AM 20 recently? 10:16AM
21 people who have been convicted of felonies 21 A, Jefferson County, the teague here,
22 erroncously think they cannot vote, and they 22 has been involved in Vote4ii for about three
23 can, So we have an active VRR project in 23 cycles now. We have a commitiee that creates

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Pape 22 Page 24
1 specific questions based on the races. Yes, 1 districts.
2 we have done that, What we are finding, 2 Q. What issues do you and some of
3 however, is there there is a lack of 3 your colleagues share with black voters here
4 participation by some candidates because the 4 in Jefferson County?
5 way that the districts are drawn. They know 10:17AM 5 A. Oncof the reasons | think a 10:19AM
6 that their success is assured. So they have 6 coalition would be viable is that we have many
7 no motivation to answer guestions that their 7 comman interests. We would like to see
8 constituents can see, and they know that as a 8 Medicaid expanded. We would like to sec a
9 result, it will not impaet them negatively. 9 further reduction of the state grocery tax.
10 Q. As a plaintiff in this lawsuit, i0:17AM 10 We wouid like to see a viable public transit 10:20AM
11 Singleton and others versus first Merrill now 11 systemn for the whole of Jefferson County, a
12 Allen, Secretary Ailen, have you instructed us 12 holistic view to help lift people ouf of
13 Jawyers representing the plaintifis to try to 13 poverly and to make a more viable -- not to
14 keep Jefferson County whole in the 14 use a motor vehicle and to use public
15 congressional district? 10:17AM 15 transportation to get around the very large 10:20AM
16 A. Thave been, let's say, adamant 16 metropolitan areas in Jefferson County. Sol
17 f{rom my early involvement in this that I think 17 think we have a jot of issues in common. And
18 that Jefferson County should remain whole 18 revision of some of the criminal justice laws
19 beeause I fecl that based on my experience and 19 that couid be impacted.
20 observations that a viable coalition can be 10:18AM 20 Q. Are there issues in national 10:20AM
21 formed by the African American volers, 21 government, in congress, thai you share with
22 progressives, independents, and moderate 22 African American volers here in Jefferson
23 Republicans that there is a very good 23 County?
Page 23 Page 25
I possilatity that that group of people couid 1 A, Yes. 1think that there is plenty
2 elect the candidates of their choosing instead 2 of room for investment in infrastructure
3 of the cycles of which we have very low voter 3 projects in Jefferson County which wouid
4 tumout because there is nobody on the ballot 4 aifect all voters but particularly those who
5 except one party or underfunded, unknown other  10:18AM| 5 have been underserved in neighborhoods that 10:21AM
6 candidates, and because of the way the racial 6 are primarily occupied by people of color.
7 gerrymandering distriet has been drawn, many 7 There are some policies as a military veleran
8 people, even enthusiastic committed voters, 8 Iam very against that our national
9 feel very despondent beecause they know that 9 representatives have embarked on.
10 the way the district is drawn their candidate  10:19AM 10 And I think that there would be 10:21AM
11 will never win. 11 some like-minded -~ because, in the South, the
12 Q. 8o you have, for example, League 12 military is ovetrepresented by people of
13 of Women Voler colleagues here in Jefferson 13 color. And I think that they would see the
14 County some who live in District 6 and some 14 domino effects of -- many veterans are seeing
15 who live in District 7; is thai correct? 10:19AM 15 about what our junior senator is doing in 10:21AM
16 A. That's correct, 16 Washington. Those are just examples that
17 Q. Okay. And -- but as long as the 17 aren't connected just to one thing, but a wide
18 county is split, you're unable to -- to form a 18 wvariety of personal interests can coincide
19 coalition, if you wili? 19 inside this one county.
20 A. That is the -- based on my 10:19AM 20 Q. Okay, Now -- let's see. We 10:21AM
21 experience, | would agree with that, and it's 21 are -- I'm looking for an exhibit here. Give
22 also hard to get things like fonuns done when 22 me a second.
23 you're county is split among multiple 23 MR. BLACKSHER: Suzanne, can you

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26 Page 28
I putup the Singieton -- the 2023 Singleton 1 Q. Letme sceif | can -
2 congressional map, which is marked as Docket 2 MR, BLACKSHER: Suzanne, you said
3 169-6 on the sercen for us to laok at? Is 3 that exhibit i here now, the sliver of --
4 that possiblc wih this cquipment? 4 MS. YORK: Yes, sir. It should be
5 MS. YORK: Give mejustasccond.  10:22AM 5 the fourth from the iast folder. 10:26AM
6 MR. BLACKSHER: Take your time. 6 MR. BLACKSHER: Fourth from the
7 You know what, Suzanne, I've got a workaround 7 last folder, Okay,
8 il you want {0 ¢ome back. 8 MS. YORK: Yes, sir.
9 MS. YORK: Allright. 9 MR. BLACKSHER: Gotit. Thank
10 {Plaintiffs’ Exhibit Number 6 was  10:23AM 10 you. 10:20AM
11 marked for identification.) B MS. YORK: Sure.
12 Q. Allright. 8o, Ms. Slay, I'm 12 MR. BLACKSHER: Fourth ftom the
13 handing you a copy of the 2023 Singlcton Plan, 13 last. That's good.
14 which is also known as the Campaign Legal 14 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 7 was
15 Center Map Number | or CLC Map Number | asit  10:23AM 15 marked for identification.} 10:26AM
16 was known in the legislature for a while, and 16 Q. Let me hand you a picture -~ I got
17 T'm just going so tell you that that is marked 17 it off of Dave's once again -- that shows the
18 as Exhibil 169-6 in the exhibits that have 18 eight precincts in Shelby County that are
19 been filed by the plaintiffs thus [ar or about 19 included in District 6 in the 2023 Singleton
20 1o be filed. 10:24AM 20 Plan. Are you {familiar with any of those 10:27AM
21 MR. BLACKSHER: Jim, do youneed a 21 locations just over the Jefferson Cousaty line?
22 copy of that in front of you? 22 A. Notreally. I mean,I--I've
23 MR. DAVIS: Which cxhibil number 23 been down to certain places in Shelby Counly,
Page 27 Page 29
1 did you say, Jim? 1 but -- T know basically where this is, but |
2 MR. BLACKSHER: 169-6. 2 don't go to any of these places.
3 MS. YORK: I'll put it in Exhibit 3 Q. We'l look at some questions about
4 Share. Give me just one second. 4 those later. Now I'm going to show you -
5 MR. DAVIS: I do have a copy of 10:24AM 5 MR. BLACKSHER: DolIneedtoask  10:27AM
6 that, and I'm sure ['ll have another copy ina 6 that these be marked as we bring thent in, or
7 moment. 7 are you doing it automatically, Suzanne?
8 MS. YORK: Yes, it's introduced as 8 MS. YORK: I'm daing it
9 Slayb6. 9 automatically.
10 Q. Okay. So we're going to be 10:25AM |10 MR. BLACKSHER: Okay. Everything  10:28AM
11 talking about -- for the next several i1 is so streamlined now.
12 guestions about this 2023 Singleton Plan we iz (Plaintiffs’ Exhibit Number 8 was
13 called it. It was introduced by Senator Bobby i3 marked for identification.)
14 Singleton in the special session that just 14 Q. Sonow I'm going to show you a
15 adjourned. 10:25AM 15 document that was introduced in the record of  10:28AM
16 And I'll direct your attention in 16 the speeial legislative session, which shows
17 particular to District 6. Docs that contain 17 how the CLCI Plan performs in past clection
18 all of Jefferson County? 18 retumns.
19 A, Yes. 19 Have you Jooked al that before?
20 Q. And it also contains part of 10:25AM |20 A, Thave. 10:28AM
21 Sheiby County, does it not? 2] Q. So you notice that under the CLC]
22 A.  Yes, it contains a small sliver of 22 Plan, the percentages on the left side are
23 northern Shelby County. 23 District 6, which is Jefferson County and the
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Page 30 Page 32
1 eight Shelby County precincts, and the 1 one now, which is for the November 8th, 2022,
2 right-hand column are percentages in 2 gencral election.
3 District 7, which is the Black Belt District, 3 ‘What I'm looking for is the
4 Is it true that all of the 4 mout data. Idon't see turnout data here,
S elections that are summarized here from 2012 10:29AM 5 doyou? Oh, these are out of order. I'm 10:32AM
6 President to 2022 Secretary of State, in those 6 sorry. Just a second.
7 clections, the Democrat would have prevailed 7 A. [Iscethe voter turnout in 2022
8 in District 7 of the Singleton Plan, but in 8 was 41.11 percent.
9 District 6, the Democrat would not have 9 Q. Okay. Thereitis. 1 guess was
10 prevailed in three elections in 2020, 2014, 10:29AM 10 looking at the wrong copy. I gave you just 10:33AM
11 and one in 2022, Flowers for governor; is that 11 one page. Confusion reigns. Excuse me, Yes.
12 correct? 12 All right. So the first page does
13 A.  That's what the data sugpests, 13 show the number of registered voters in
14 vyes. 14 JelTerson County, the number of ballots cast,
13 Q. Okay. The question [ have for 10:30AM 15 and based on that, the voter twmout rate, 10:33AM
16 you, do you believe that District 6 would 16 which in 2022 was only 41 percent, and that --
17 perform as an effective opportunity district 17 s that a turnout rate that's higher or lower
18 for black voters to elect candidates of their i8 than usual?
19 choice if it werc enacted by the Court? 19 A. Lower.
20 A. Yes, because I think, again, 10:30AM 20 Q. Okay. So, if we look down at {0:33AM
21 referring back to the coalition, they atready 21 Yolanda Flowers as a candidate [or governor,
22 have almost a majority, and they're - if you 22 it does appear that she received about 3 or
23 could get a redrawn district that would 23 4,000 more votes than Governor Ivey did in
Page 31 Page 33
1 coalesce communicative interests in Jefferson 1 Jefferson County; is that correct?
2 County, | think, as a result, you're going to 2 A Yes, sir.
3 see more people registered to vote, more 3 Q. Nevertheless, when you include
4 people interested in the candidates, and a 4 the -- the precinets from Shetby County that
5 higher tumout because they know that their 10:30AM 5 are in Singleton CD6, she came up just, whal,  10:34AM
6 vote will count differently than if it were in 6 49 percent short of winning in that district?
7 a gerrymandered district, 7 A, Yes.
8 So I think that we have a g Q. Allright. All of the other
9 formidable opportunity in Jefferson County 10 9 candidates here -- let's look at lieutenant
10 form a coalition and 1o sefect candidates that  10:31AM 10 governor, for example -- {irst ol alf, i0:34AM
11 share the priorities and issues of a large 11 straight party voting shows 52 percent
12 number of people in Jefferson County who have i2 Democratic; is that correct?
13 been split by an artificiai districi line. 13 A, Yes.
14 Q. Now, justto try to get a little 14 Q. And Democrats would have wen -- or
i5 bit more detail about how those -- the 10:31AM 15 did win, excuse me, for -- in Jefferson County  10:35AM
16 Singleton District 6 would perlorm, I'm going 16 for United States senator, Will Boyd?
17 1o show you a series of printouts from the 17 A, Yes.
18 Jefferson County Probate Court's website which 18 Q). Forattorney general Wendell
19 have election returns that actually show the 19 Major? It's on the first page.
20 number of votes cast and so forth. 10:31AM 20 A. Tt's not on this page, so am | 10:35AM
21 (Plaintiffs’ Exhibit Number 9 was 21 supposed to be --
22 marked for identification.) 22 (3. Tt's on the {irst page.
23 Q. I'm going to hand you the first 23 A. Here?
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Page 34 Page 36
1 Q. Down at the bottom, attorney 1 district court? Docs the same apply to the
2 general, 2 district court elections?
3 A. Yes, 1gotit. Yes, he did. 3 A. [ believe that's true, but F'n not
4 52.46 percent. 4 an cxpert on how i all gets sorted out. It's
5 Q. Okay. Looking for other statewide  10:36AM 5 always a mystery who is poing to appear on 10:39AM
6 races here, if you go to the second page, you 6 your bailot unless you go to Vote411.org.
7 encounter associate justice of the supreme 7 Q. I'm poing to go down to the
8 court, Place 5, Anita Kelly, Democrat, would 8 Jefferson County Sheriff, That's a countywide
9 have won -~ did win in Jefferson County; is 9 office, Do you see that at the bottom of the
10 that correct? Second page near the bottomon  10:36AM | 10 next page? 10:39AM
11 the right-hand side. No, that's not the right 11 A, Yes,
12 page. 12 Q. Okay. A Democrat, Pettway,
13 A. lasipage. 13 prevailed in that one; is that correct?
14 Q. Yeah I'msomry. 14 A. That's corvect. 52 to 47 percent.
15 A. Yes, the Democrat won by 10:37AM 15 Q. And!Idon't sce any other 10:40AM
16 52.50 percent of the vote, 16 countywide elections. Do you?
17 Q. Then, at the top of the next page, 17 A. No.
18 Secretary of State? [§ Q. Let's 1alk for a minute about
i9 A. Yes, Pamela Laffitie won, 51.33, 19 Yolanda Flowers. She lost the ¢lection in
20 against Wes Allen, 45.79 percent, 10:37AM 20 District 6 cven though she had 96,175 to Kay  [0:40AM
21 Q. Qkay, Now, over to the right side 21 Ivey's 92,583 in Jefferson County alone, but
22 of that page, there are a number of circuit 22 the -- she was the only statewide Democratic
23 court judge races in wbich the general 23 candidate who did lose in District 6.
Page 35 Page 37
1 election there appear to be no -- no contested 1 What can you tell us about Yolanda
2 races, only the Democrat is there; is that 2 Flowers' candidacy?
3 correct? 3 A. Ms. Flowers qualified torun as a
4 A, Yes, sir. 4 Democrat for governor, but she was an unknown
5 Q. Now, does the whole of 10:38AM 5 in politica] circies, prefty much untested m ~ 10:41AM
6 Jefferson -- all of the voters in Jeffersen 6 terms of her résumé of past offices.
7 County vote for these circuit court judges? 7 According to media reports, she only raised
8 A, No, Jefferson County has a 8 about $12,000, and she had some policy
9 somewhat unique system in thal we have two 9 positions that were frankly confusing and
{0 different places for -- we have two 10:38AM 10 ambiguous and ended up disappointing both 10:41AM
11 courthouses, and we have two judicial 11 progressives and conservatives. And that was
12 districts. So one of them is called the 12 primarily around the issue of choice, And so
13 Bessemer Cutoff District, which is where part 13 her statements were not quite unambiguous, and
14 of Hoover and western Jefferson County have 14 it ended up perhaps chilling the vote for her
15 candidates that only serve oul of the Bessemer  10:39AM | 15 among people whe might have voted for her 10:41AM
16 Courthouse. So there are judpes that are 16 otherwise.
17 eclected that ] as a Bessemer CutofT voter 17 T actually talked to her once.
18 cannot vote for, will not appear on my ballot, 18 And she also interjected a lot of biblical
19 and then there are judges on my ballot that my 19 references in her campaign tweets, and that
20 colleagues cannot vote for because they tive 10:39AM 20 was something that also disappointed certain 10:42AM
21 clsewhere in Jefferson County. 21 segments of the electorate in my epinion that
22 Q. Okay. So the circuit court 22 might have voted for her otherwise.
23 clections are not countywide. What about the 23 Q. So, because of those issues, sbe
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Page 38 Page 40
1 might not have received as much Demoeratic 120207
2 support as some of the other candidates? 2 A, The voter tumout was
3 A. Tre. Ithink that in that case 3 64.84 percent, so about 20 points higher.
4 that therc are enough problematic statements 4 Q. Than it was in 20227
5 by the candidate that the coalition was not as  10:42AM 5 A, Yes, sir. i0:44AM
6 robust as it could have been if that party had 6 Q. And -- and in your opinion, is --
7 fielded a more viable candidate for governor, 7 is there a reason for that?
8 and even though she only had $12,000 and even 8 A, Weil, there's a couple reasons.
9 though she didn't make very many appearances, ¢ Tirst of all, this is a presidential election
10 look at the vote that she got in Jefferson 10:42AM 10 year, so turnout is traditionally higher when  10:45AM
11 County. 11 you have a -- a president on the baliot. This
12 Q. Well, yeah, she -- she won in 12 is also the year in which there was intense
13 Jefferson County. 13 interest in the United Stales Senate seat with
14 MR. DAVIS: M. Blacksher, before 14 much national and state publicity on the two
15 you move on, can you tell me where Exhibit 9 10:43AM | 15 candidates running. So there were several 10:45AM
16 came from? [ think you said at the beginning, 16 reasons lo get voter interest to get to the
17 but I didn't caich it, this printout we've 17 poils in 2020,
18 Dbeen discussing. 18 Q. Okay. And so the United States
19 MR. BLACKSHER: It's off of the 19 Senator election between Doug Jones and Tommy
20 Jefferson County Probate Courl website. 10:43AM 20 Tuberville? 10:45AM
21 MR. DAVIS: Thank you. 21 A. Yes,sir
22 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 10 was 22 Q. And how big of a margin did Doug
23 marked for identification.) 23 Jones get in Jefferson County?
Page 39 Page 41
1 Q. [I'm handing you a newspaper 1 A.  Well, he got 17 percentage points
2 article. You mentioned media reports that 2 higher than Senator Tubervilie.
3 mentioned Yolanda Flowers. Have you looked at 3 Q. Now, again, there are a number of
4 thal arlicle before? 4 clections here for associate justices of the
5 A, T--1did briefly, yes. 10:43AM 5 Alabama Supreme Court, also Coutt of Appeals 10:46AM;
6 Q. Okay. Does this article refer to 6 judpes, and none of them seems to be
7 the -- ihe choice versus right-to-life issue 7 contested.
8 that -- that you were referring to? 8 In your observation and your
9 A. Yes. 9 experience, have Democrats -- Democratic
10 Q. Okay. Soit's just evidence -- 10:43AM 10 candidates been able to prevaii in any 10:46AM
11 it's hearsay, but it's evidence ol what was 11 statewide elections in tbe last decade?
12 actualty said in the -- in the press; is that 12 A. No.
13 right? 13 Q. Again, there are - there are some
14 A. Yes. 14 county -- there are some county judges,
5 Q. Okay. Just keep that, 10:44AM 15 circuit court and -- you know, for circuit 10:46AM
i6 (Ptaintiffs' Exhibit Number 11 was 16 court judges, but I believe your testimony was
i7 marked for identification.) 17 before that not alt of Jefferson County voters
ig Q. Aliright. And next I'm going to 18 pget o vote for these circuit court judges; is
1% hand you the generai election summary report 19 that correct?
20 for the November 3, 2020, election here in 10:44AM 20 A. That's correct. 10:47AM
21 Jefferson County, again, off of the Probate 21 Q. And youre in the Bessemer Cutoff?
22 Court's website. 22 A, Tam.
23 Now, whal is the voter turnout in 23 Q. And don't get to vote for many of
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Page 42 Pagc 44
i them? 1 Jefferson County.
2 A. That's correct, 1 want to 2 What was the voter turnout in
3 highlight one of these races, which is the 3 20187
4 puhlic service commission, to show you how 4 A.  54.67 percent.
5 well that the Democrats performed because 10:47AM 5 Q. Okay. And what was -- in terms of  10:50AM
6 Ms, Cavanaugh had the -- | mean, she's an 6 straight party vating, what does that breakout
7 incumbent. She's heen elected twice before, 7 ook like?
8 and yet here is a newcomer that comes to offer 8 A. The Democrats had 58.07;
9 her services. And in Jefferson County, she 9 Republicans, 41.93,
10 would have prevailed 56 percent to 10:47AM 10 Q. And -- but you've testified thata  10:50AM
i1 Ms. Cavanaugh's 43 percent, and the public 11 lot of your colleagues split their tickets.
12 service commission is a hugely important 12 They don't always vote straight ticket?
13 office that's elected by districts. i3 A.  Well, our general opinion is that
14 So it just goes to show you that 14 straight ticket voting is not the best way for
15 in a competilive race in Jefferson County, 10:48AM 15 an educated voter, and Alabama is only one of  10:50AM
16 even a -- a newcomer can wage an effective 16 seven states that even allows straight ticket
17 campaign and potentially win. 17 voting. So, if you have done your homewark
18 Q. So, if you really wanl to get more 18 and you really are open to listening to people
19 in detaii about the chances of black voters 19 talk about issues, a split tickel is
20 and their white coalition partners, you have 10:48AM 20 completely acceptable because you may want o 10:50AM
21 to go to the election returns and look at each 21 vote for one party's judicial candidates,
22 race and pul it in conext; is that correct? 22 which are unfortunately running on a partisan
23 A. Youknow, context is incredibly 23 basis, but you want 10 also keep your party
Page 43 Page 45
1 important as well as current events. So, in 1 together on national or state things.
2 some cases, a particular race may not be as 2 So I never vole a straight ticket,
3 riveting, but then you have a case in which 3 and I encourage my family and friends not to
4 your electricity rates arc being raised and 4 vote a straight ticket because you are not
5 all of a sudden you get interested in the 10:48AM 5 giving individual candidates who have offered  10:51AM
6 people who are regulating that particular part 6 themselves for public service the opportunity
7 of your monthly bilf. Sc context maliers. 7 and the respect to vote on each of those
8 What's happening in your locality and state 8 separately.
9 matters, and sometimes they all come together 9 Q. So,in the 2018 race for governor,
10 so that you have much more interest in arace  10:49AM 10 it was Walt Maddox versus Kay fvey. What does  10:51AM
1t than is typical for that particular office. i1 it show for Jefferson County?
12 Q. Okay. So is there anything more 12 A, Wali Maddox got 58.94 percenl,
13 that you notice that we ought to cominent ot 13 and Kay Ivey got 40.94 percent. We have to
14 for the 2020 official results? We can go down 14 remember that Walt Maddox got a lot of
15 the list and say something about everything, 10:49AM 15 national public accolades and publicity 10:51AM
16 but we don't want o take the time to do that. 16 because this race came after the tornadoes in
17 A. (Witness shakes head.) 17 Tuscaloosa County, znd he performed so weil in
18 Q. Okay. 18 his role as mayor there that he got a
19 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 12 was 19 temendous boost in his image as a person who
20 marked for identification.) 10:49AM 20 could take on a higher office. And herana 10:52AM
2] Q. Al right. Next I'm going 1o hand 2% fairly effective campaign, but thanks to
22 you the summnary report election retuns for 22 straight ticket voting and the war chest that
23 the November 6th, 2018, general election in 23 the supermajority party has, he came up short
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Page 46 Page 48
1 statewide, but he didn't come up short in 1 would be 70.65 versus 29.35, but in this case,
2 Jefferson County. 2 straight party is the same thing as individual
3 Q. Well, he -- the vote for Maddox at 3 vote because there's only one candidate on the
4 58.94 is close to the 58.07 straight ticket 4 Dballot.
5 voting, but in order to get 58.94 for governor  10:52AM 5 Q. That's right. [0:55AM
6 in Jefferson County, Maddox had to get votes 6 A.  But as we know, this -- this was
7 from white voters, didn't he? 7 an aberration and was unlikely to be repeated.
8 A. Yes, he did. 8 And so clearly you had a lot of crossover
9 Q. Andhow would -- in your 9 voting or nanvoting by people who wouid have
10 experience, where and who are those white 10:52AM 10 traditionally voted Republican. 10:55AM
i1 wvoters? How would you characterize them in 11 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 14 was
12 your experience? 12 marked for identification.)
i3 A, Weil, T think they're the same 13 Q. And now I'm going to show you the
14 voters who -- who have the same concerns. 14 2016 -- November 8th, 2016, general efection
15 Medicaid, Mr. Maddox had indicated his support  10:53AM| 15 results. 10:55AM
16 for expanding Medicaid in Alabama. Kay Tvey 16 A, We're going back in history here.
17 was already serving as licutenant governor 17 Q. 2016, yeah. Well, I wantto try
18 under Robert Bentley, and then she went {0 be [8 to use these exhibits to indicate how
19 governor after he resigned. But he, asa 19 consistent, how sustained Democratic victories
20 medical doctor, refused to even entertain 10:53AM 20 in Jefferson County have been. Sothat'sone  10:56AM
21 cxpanding Medicaid, and so there was no way 2} of the reasons I want you to look at these.
22 she was -- seemed 10 be in a position 10 take 22 This one doesn't seem to have
23 a different stance. 23 wrnout in if. I don't know why they didn't
Page 47 Page 49
1 So those people who thought that 1 give us that. It says, "Registered voters:
2 health care in Alabama would benefit from 2 Zero. Ballots cast: 305,000, 1don't
3 expanding Medicaid were more likely 1o vote 3 understand. That must be a typo, but in any
4 for Mr. Maddox. He was also more in {une with 4 cvent, what is the straight party vote here?
5 jower lo middle class voters and some of their  [0:53AM 5 A. Democrat is 58.58; the 10:56AM
6 budgetary concerns which probably would have 6 Republicans, 41.42.
7 been iranslated into some of the policies that 7 Q. And how did the Democrat and
% he would have suppotted as governor of the 8 Republican candidates for president fair in
9 state, 9 Jefferson County?
10 Q. Thank you. ! think we can go a 10:54AM 10 A, Secretary Clinton got 51.57, and 10:56AM
11 litle more quickly through these because 11 former president Trump got 44.30 and keeping
12 we've indicated what to look for, but there's 12 in mind there were two other candidates in
13 no point in taking the time to da so. 13 that race. So atotal of four. So they took
14 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 13 was 14 several percentage points away.
15 marked for identification.) 10:54AM 15 Q. Now, to be clear, the straight 10:57AM
16 Q. Here is the special general 16 party vote contains -- it contains white
17 election, December 12th, 2087, This is the 17 voters as well, right?
18 election between Doug Jones and Roy Moore. 18 A, Certainly.
19 And what's the voter turnout? 19 Q. Yes.
20 A.  Voter turnout is 47.74 percent, 10:54AM 20 A, And the straight party vote for 10:57AM
21 Q. And what was the straight party 21 TRepublicans probably contains minority voters.
22 vote? 22 Q. Some black voters?
23 A, Wecll, the straight party ticket 23 A. Yes.
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Page 50 Pagc 52
1 Q. Latino voters? ] A, Yes.
2 A, Yes. 2 Q. And it mentions Yolanda Flowers?
3 Q. Okay. Okay. 3 A, Yes.
4 A. And in that particuiar race 4 Q. TItsays she spent a paltry $12,500
5 because it was a woman running for president,  10:57AM 5 with her campaign. Afl right. 8o -- 11:00AM
6 you may have gotten some different kinds of 6 A.  TBuf to your -- our carlier
7 crossover voting that you would not have 7 discussion about context, part of this is very
8 potten had it been two male candidates. 8 Alabama specific in terms of the
9 Q. What do you mean by that? 9 disorganization and infighting of one of the
10 A. I'mean that a lot of Republican 10:58AM 10 twao partics, and that's translating into 11:01AM
11 women may have ended up voting for Hillary 11 whether candidates want to throw their hat in
12 Clinton because her stanccs were more in line 12 thering. So some of this is internal party
13 with their priorities as opposed to the 13 politics and, in my opinion, shouldn't be so
14 Republican candidate. So, again, context 14 much a direct reflection on what voters would
15 matters when you're looking at election 10:58AM 15 da because voters haven't been given a good 11:0JAM
16 returns. 16 candidate with substantive issue solutions on
17 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 15 was [7 which they could base a vote.
18 marked for identification.) i8 And that is part of the reason
19 Q. Okay. Here I'm handing you the 19 you're secing this paltry turnout because the
20 November 4, 2014, general election returns. 10:58AM 20 candidates are not people who can be viable 1i:01AM
21 This is one of tbe clections in which, 21 candidates. They may be good people, but they
22 according to the summary, three Democrats ost 22 don't have the funding. They don't kave the
23 in stalewide races at 48 percent or so. 23 infrastructure. They don't have the political
Page 51 Page 53
1 What is the voter turnout in 20147 1 experience, and they don't have any kind of
2 A, Oh, gosh. 40.71 percent. 2 mnational underpinning to help them win an
3 Q. Soit's about as low as it was in 3 election in Alabama.
4 20227 4 Q. Right. And if Jefferson County
5 A. Uh-huh. But, again, thisisnota 10:59AM | 5 had its own congressional district, isn'tit ~ 11:02AM
6 presidential election. 6 likely that the candidate who comes out of the
7 (Phaintiffs' Exhibit Number 16 was 7 primary election is going to be more qualified
& marked for identification.) 8 than candidates have been in the past in
S Q. Let me show you -~ let's put this 9 congress here?
10 to the side. This is a newspaper article 10:59AM | 10 A, That would be my personal opinion  11:02AM
11 captioned "Alabama’s Midterm Election Turnout 11 because you've got a contiguous, fairly
12 Worstin 36 years," and it's dated November 9, 12 compact area that clearly have many common
13 2022. So this is after the 2022 election, not 13 issues. And so you are itying to appeal to a
14 the 2014 election, that we were just looking 14 morc -- a group that you ¢an get around ta
15 at 11:00AM 15 much easier, that you can speak with, and the  11L:02AM
16 Have you seen this article? 16 media has access to this particular county.
17 A, Yes. 17 You could use the - a district that is just
18 Q. Now, I know this arficle is 18 Jefferson County and make your campaign funds
19 hearsay, but it does quote and cite Secretary 19 go further. You could have more exposure to
20 of State Merrill as saying that he had 11-:00AM | 20 the potential voters, and depending on how the  11:03AM
21 predicted a higher Democratic vote and that it 21 issues sort out, you could find some
22 was the lowest he had seen in 36 years; is 22 coalitions where you least expected it.
23 that correct? 23 Q. Let me just ask a hypothetical
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Page 54 Pape 56
1 question. Let's assume that the 2024 clection 1 different solutions to cusrent issues, they
2 used Singleton's Congressional District 6, 2 may find that they're voting out of their
3 which is all of Jefferson County and eight 3 pattern.
4 Shelby County precincts, if the winner of the 4 MR, BLACKSHER: Do we nced to take
5 Democratic primary was -- if the winner of 11:03AM 5 abreak? How you doing? 11:06AM
6 the -- of the Democratic primary was incumbent 6 THE COURT REPORTER: I'm: finc.
7 Terri Sewell, do you think that the turnout 7 MR. BLACKSHER: All right.
8 would be higher? 8 (Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 17 was
9 A. But Representative Sewel} is not 9 marked for identification.)
10 in District 6. 11:03AM 10 Q. This is the November 6th, 2012, 11:06AM
11 Q. No. Isaid hypothetical. 11 official results from the Jefferson County
i2 A. Oh, Yes. 12 Probatec Court website, and what's the voter
13 Q. Yousee what I'm -- I'm saying? 13 turmout here?
14 Assume -- | coutd give you another example. 14 A. The voter tumout is
15 Let's assume that it was Wait Maddox 11:04AM 15 79.15 percent, which is quite amazing, but 11:06AM
16 because -- well, it can't be Walt Maddox. 16 then this is a presidential year when
17 MR. BLACKSHER: Give me another 17 President Obama is on the ballot.
18 name, Ed. 18 Q. And how did he do?
19 MR, STILLS: Rodger Smitherman. 19 A, He got 52.50 percent of the vote,
20 A. Doug Jones. Doug Jones couldrun  11:04AM 20 and Mitt Rommey got 46,53 percent. But, sce,  11:06AM
21 in Jefferson County, lives in Jefferson 21 fthis is an example, in my opinion, on a
22 County. He would be elected state 22 national level of two viable candidates, and
23 representative {or District 6 because there 23 vou can see that because the Democrat got
Page 55 Page 57
1 would be enough crossover voters based on his 1 59.64, but Mitt Ronmey got 40.36 percent
2 stellar reputation and his long political 2 because they were both speaking 1o the issues.
3 history that he would casily win clection as 3 (Ptaintiffs' Exhihit Number 18 was
4 a - asa congressman {rom District 6 in 4 marked for identification.)
5 Jefferson County. 11:04AM 5 Q. Okay. NextI want to show youthe 11:07AM
6 Q. Okay. And can't you say the same 6 November 2, 2010, clection returns. Tumout
7 thing about Terri Seweli, though? 7 here is what?
8 A. Yes. Yes. And there would be a 8 A, Tumout is 56.20 pereent.
9 ot more interest in the campaign, but I don’t 9 Q. Straight ticket voting?
10 think that you're just trying to get something  11:05AM 10 A. Democrats, 59.06; Republicans, 11:07AM
11 thal's so overwhelming that one candidate is o 40.94,
12 assured to win, What -- what -- T want is a iz Q. And for govermnor?
13 fair map, a map that gives us two viable 13 A. Governor was an unknown named Ron
14 candidates who are foreed to debate and say 14 Sparks who got 50.35, and at that peint,
15 what their issues are so that we can make an 11:5AM 15 Robert Beniley was preily much unknown, and he  11:07AM
16 informed deciston. 16 got 48.86.
17 It would be the same thing if it 17 Q. AndT had one more, T think.
18 were overwhelmingly a sure thing so that no 18 {Plaintiffs’ Exhibit Number 19 was
19 GOP guy wants to get on the ballot, Thatis 19 marked for identification.)
20 the same siluation, and there are plenty of 11:05AM 20 Q. These are the November 4, 2008, 11:08AM
21 people, along with the precinets in Shelby 21 general election returns, and what's the
22 County, that might find that with a robust 22 ornout here?
23 debate between two candidates who have 23 A, 77.05. And the straight party was
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Page 58 Page 60
1 63.35 for Democrats, 36.35 for Republicans, i A, Yes.
2 with President Obama in his first term gettibg 2 Q. Do you consider yourself
3 52.15 and John McCain, 47.07. 3 knowledgeable about voting issues in the
4 Q. Allright. 1think we're through 4 state?
5 with those. 11:09AM 5 A,  About voting issues or any issues?  11:20AM
6 MR. BLACKSHER: Suzanne, I'm not 6 Q. Electoral politics.
7 going to introduce the Shelby County things. 7 A. 1do consider myself probably a
8 ‘We'll have to mark them up to indicate their 8 littie more than the average persen because of
9 correct precincts. 'We'll have to put them 9 my lifelong interest in politics, so yes, And
t0 into evidence another way. Okay? 11:09AM 10 1 subscribe to a variety of media that tries 11:20AM
it MS. YORK: Yes, sir. 11 o keep me informed on various issues.
i2 MR, BLACKSHER: Can we take a 12 Q. How long would you say that you've
i3 short break? Is that all right with you, Jim? 13 been an active and interested voler?
14 MR. DAVIS: Surc. It's just me. 14 A. Thave been an active and
15 What time you want to come back? 11:09AM 15 interested voter since I tumed 18, and the 11:20AM
16 MR. BLACKSHER: How about ten 16 first election I voted in, my fatber was on
17 minutes? 17 the ballot for sheriff of Clay County,
18 MR. DAVIS: Okay. 18 Mississippi. Sc we have been involved in
19 (A recess was laken.) 1% retail politics since I was old encugh to
20 MR. BLACKSHER: We're going to 11;17AM | 20 attend cake walks with my dad in rural Clay 11:21AM
21 turn Ms, Slay over for cross-examination. 21 County.
22 7 22 Q. Inthe complaint you filed in this
23 23 action, if I understand your elaims correctly,
Page 59 Pape 61
1 CROSS-EXAMINATION 1 you consider it important that countics be
2 BY MR. DAVIS: 2 kept together in congressional plans; is that
3 Q. Good moming, ma'am. 3 correct?
4 A. Good morning. 4 A. That's correct, to the extent if’s
5 Q. My name is Jim Davis. Irepresent 11:19AM 5 possible that meets the criteria set out by 11:21AM
6 Secretary of State Wes Allen in this 6 the Supreme Court.
7 litigation that you fited. 7 Q. Why do you think it important to
8 May T ask how you would prefer to 8 keep counties together in an Alabama
9 be addressed? 9 congressional districting plan?
i0 A. What are my options? 11:19AM 10 A. It allows the political team to 11:21AM
11 Q. Whatever, Isitmiss? Isit 11 work as one in a county because, when you are
12 colonel? 12 bounded by county lines, you're obviously
13 A. Thanks for asking that, and as a 13 electing positions like the sheriff and the
14 point of etiquette, you're not supposed to use 14 district attomey and various judgeships along
15 your military rank unless it is directly 11:19AM 15 county lines. 11:22AM
16 connected to your military service. So, for 16 And so when an issue emerges, it
17 these purposes, we will just usc miss. 17 fis, to me, practical, if the population
18 Q. Thank you, Ms. Slay. You said I8 justifies it, to have your congressional
19 you've lived in Jefferson County since 1991 19 representative involved and aware of the same
20 correet - pardon me - in Alabama since 19917 11:20AM {20 issucs that your local officials are already 11.22AM;
21 A. Yes. 21 aware of so you can work as a holistic teain to
22 Q). And Jefferson County since around 22 bring solutions to the table and resources, by
23 the 19947 23 the way because, if you're splilting along

16 (Pages 58 - 61)

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



Case 2:21-cv-01291-AMM  Document 285-27

Filed 01/29/25 Page 17 of 53

Page 64

Pape 62
1 county lines, yow've got representatives and 1 vote is more important than somebody else’s
2 senators who have access to all kinds of 2 vote,
3 largess, but they're working for different 3 Q. This plan you support splits
4 geographical arcas when you split a county. 4 Tuscaloosa County, though, does it not?
5 Q. You recognize, do you not, that 11:22AM 5 A, Yes. 11:25AM
6 other principles and other laws may require a 6 Q. Why is it more important that
7 statc on ocecasion to split a county? 7 lefferson County be kept whole than Tuscalnosa
8 A.  Absolutely. 8 County?
9 Q. Do you think it more important 9 A.  Well, Tuscaloosa was split because
10 that Jefferson County be kept whole than other  11:23AM | 10 of some other criteria that don't fit 11:25AM
11 counties in Alabama? 11 Jefferson County, and that would be, ] would
12 A. 1think that the data supports the 12 assume, population.
13 goal of providing voters opportunities to 13 Q. Okay. Are there any other issues
14 elect candidates of their choice, and when you 14 that you would contend make it more
15 look at the potarized voting and the data from  11:23AM 15 appropriate to split Tuscaloosa County than 11:26AM
16 Jelferson County, it argues more for this 16 Jlefferson County?
17 county than some other counties who are not as 17 A. No.
18 racially polarized as Jefferson County, and -- 1% Q. Okay. So population is the onty
19 Q. Canyou-- 19 criteria that you can point o that would make
20 A. - excuse me -- and don't have the  11:23AM 20 it more appropriate to split Tuscaloosa County  11:26AM
21 population that would justify creating an 21 than Jefferson County?
22 oppurtunity district. 22 A.  Having not looked at the data, I
23 Q. Are you able to see this screen, 23 would just assuine that Tuscaloosa County does
Page 63 Pape 65
1 the map on the screen, ma'am? 1 not have the population thai Jefferson County
2 A. Yes. 2 has; and, therefore, it's harder to meet the
3 Q. Let me get theright one. There. 3 equalization of population criteria by keeping
4 1 believe I'm showing you the Smitherman 4 Tuscaloosa whole.
5 Congressional Plan 1. What I mean to show you 11:24AM} 5 Q. Would that be true for other 11:26AM
6 is the Singleion Plan, Okay. Pardon me. 6 counties that are spiit in this Singleton
7 There we go. 7 Congressional Plan [ such as Talladega,
8 Is this the map that we reviewed 8 Elmore, Escambia, Lauderdale?
9 ecarlier in the case, the Singleton 9 A.  Yes, but I think every map that's
10 Congressional Plan 17 11:25AM 10 been suggesied splits certaim counties. There  11:27AM
11 A. Yes. It appears to bea little 11 is no map that's been introduced that keeps
12 sliver of Shelby County down there, and then [2 all counties whole.
13 the contiguous Jelferson County. il Q. Thank you. Ms. Slay, are you
i4 Q. Right. This plan -- do you 14 familiar with areas of Jefferson County, say,
15 support this plan? 11:25AM 15 in the northern part of the county that are 11:27AM
16 A, Yes. 16 adjacent to Blount County?
17 Q. Do you consider voters in 17 A, Well, T wavel through there.
18 Tuscaloosa County lo be Iess important than 18 1--1 have -- probably Gardendale and that
19 voters in Jefferson County? 19 area, but I don't have neighborhoods that I
20 A.  Why would I say that? 11:25AM 20 visit in northern Jefferson County. 11:27AM
21 Q. T'masking i['you do. 21 Q. Do you have any opinion about
22 A. Tthink all votes should count 22 whether voters in that northern -- so the
23 equally -- one person; one vote -- $0 no one's 23 rural part of the county, say, up around
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[ Warrior, whether they have more in common with 1 be different because you pull those
2 inner city Birmingham or Blount County across 2 neighborhoods out, and those arc the neighbors
3 the line in terms of what they need from a 3 that we're working on common issues for in
4 congressional representative? 4 Jefferson County. ftwas clearly 1o pull
5 A, Tthink they could have much ir 11:28AM 5 those minority voters out of Jefferson County  11:30AM
& common with Birmingham as much as Blount 6 and put them in Distriet 7.
7 County because many of thetn are commuting into 7 Q. I'm showing you Livingston
8 Birmingham to work. And so the eonditions in & Congressionat Plan 3 that the legislature
9 Birmingham, the infrastructure, the safety, 9 passed in 2023, and this is a map that the
10 security, are all -- shopping. They'te coming 11:28AM 10 Singleton Plan has filed into court as 11:31AM
11 to Birmingham, not Blount County. 11 Exhihit 5.
12 Q. Do you have any information on 12 Do you recognize this as the map
13 when thc Jast time was that Alabama kept 13 1hat was passed last week by the Alabama
14 Jefferson County whole in a congressional map? 14 legislature?
15 A, Twanttosay 1965, but I could be  11:28AM 15 A, Tcertainly do. 11:31AM
16 wrong on that. 16 Q. And the part you contend is a
17 Q. Okay. But as far as you're aware, 17 racial gerrymander is that -- the part that
18 it's been a long time since Alabama had a map 18 goes into Jefferson County?
19 that kept Jefferson County whole for 1% A, Yes,
20 congressionai districts? 11:29AM 20 Q. Why is it you say it is clear that  11:31AM
21 A, Yes, that's true, but as the 21 they were reaching for minority voters,
22 census dala has proven that population shifis 22 Ms. Slay?
23 oceur which necessitate the re-imagining of 23 A, In Jefferson County, as in many
Page 67 Page 69
1 congressional districts ~ and when Jefferson 1 other areas of the state and the country,
2 Countly was -- when certain actions were taken 2 we're living in largely segregated
3 according to the districts in 1992, that was 3 neighborhoods, and so people are sorting
4 court ordered, but then a Supreme Court 4 themselves out in neighborhoods more and more
5 decision in '93 said that racial gerrymanders  11:29AM 5 that are economicaily stratified. 11:32AM
6 were unconstitutional. So, when those maps 6 And so the neighborhoods that are
7 were drawn in '92, that was before SCOTUS made 7 affected by this finger are -~ are, for the
8 the decision in the '93 case. 8 most pari, people of color and lower economic.
9 Q. Ms. Slay, do you contend that the 9 We're talking Fairfield, Bessemer, part of
10 map that the tegislature passed in 2023, the 11:29AM 10 Hoover, and those people are primarily people  11:32AM
11 congressional map -~ do you contend that that 11 of lesser means. And I think that they have
12 map is a racial gerrymander? 12 been lumped into District 7 to make District
13 A. Tabsolutely do. 13 even more white and Republican,
14 Q. What is your basis for that 14 MR. DAVIS: And I will mark this
15 contention? 11:30AM 15 as Defendants' Exhibit 1 1o the deposition, 11:32AM
16 A. Because of the way they have 16 and I will work with Mr. Blacksher and the
17 inserted that finger up into Jefferson County 17 court reporter to provide PDFs at the
18 to extract the primarily minority 18 conclusion of the deposition, if that's okay
19 neighborhoods and put them in congressional 19 with everyone.
20 District 7, and that -- this is pretty 11:30AM 20 {Defendants’ Exhibit Numbers 1 and  11:33AM
21 personal for me because I'm so close to that 21 2 were marked for identification.)
22 district line that it is -- it's indefensible 22 Q. Allright. Ms. Slay, are there
23 for you to tell me that my issues are going lo 23 any -- is there any other reason that you
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1 contend that the 2023 map is a racial 1 why the congressional map in 1992 was drawn
2 pgerrymander other than the part that goes into 2 the way it was?
3 Jcfferson County? 3 A. My understanding is it was
4 A, Well, I'm not speaking to the rest 4 accepted or directed by federal court to
5 ofthe state because I don't have any direct  §11:33AM 5 rectify some of the past problems in the 11:35AM
6 knowiedge there. So there could be some other 6 Alabama redistricting process.
7 instances of that, but it would seem o me 7 Q. Do you disagree with the decision
£ that that effort wag made to make sure that -- 8 by that federal court in 19927
9 that the incumbents were nat going to be 9 A. T'm not going to say anything
10 challenged. And if we changed that map and 11:33AM | 10 about that becausc that was 1992, and, again, 11:35AM
11 put it contiguous Jefferson County, then the 11 that was before the Supreme Court made some
12 current congress people would have a more 12 clearer guidance in subsequent cases on what
13 serious race on their hands. 13 was permissible and what was not. And here we
14 And my contention is that we would 14 are in 2023, and the SCOTUS has opined that
15 end up with less extreme policy positions 11:33AM 15 pantisan gerrymandering is A-OK but racial 11:36AM
16 because both partics would have to appeal to a 16 gerrymandering is not.
17 cross-section of voters and come with some 17 Q. Ms. Slay, I'm sharing now a copy
18 substantive solutions to issucs that affect 18 of Figures Congressional Plan 1. For the
19 all peoplc in Jefferson County. 19 record, this has been filed to the Singleton
20 Q. Do you have any evidence, 11:34AM 20 Courl Record as Exhibit 8, 11:36AM
21 Ms. Slay, that any member of the Alabama 21 You recognize this as a map that
22 legislature voted for that plan because of the 22 has sometimes been refesred 1o as the Milligan
23 way, as you -- because of your contention that 23 and Caster Plaintiffs' Remedial Plan?
Page 71 Page 73
1 it separates voters by race in Jefferson i A. Yes.
2 County? 2 Q. And have you scen this map before
3 A, Well, since [ wasn't on the -- in 3 today?
4 the legistature to hear their negotiations, 4 A. Iprobably have. 1have not
5 1o, [ don't have any direct evidence of it. ii:34AM 5 studied it as closely as the Singleton Map. 11:37AM
6 Q. Do you have any indirect evidence? G Q. Would you contend that this map
7 A. [ have some indirect evidence T contains any racial gerrymanders?
§ through hearsay by somebody that was on the & A, [1think that you could possibly
9 {loor of the legislalure saying that they 9 make that argument. You sce - 1 sce that,
10 liked the Singleton maps but were toid by the  11:34AM 10 again, Jeflerson County has been split and 11:37AM
11 national party not to vote for them. 11 that there is a considerable amount of it
12 Q. Do you have any information that 12 that's been put dows In the District 7, and
13 the national party said that for a reason that 13 also --
14 had anything to do with race? 14 Q. Do you have any --
15 A, Tdon'thave that information. T i1:35AM 15 A. Excuse me. There seems to be a 11:37AM
16 would surmise that part of it is to keep 16 lot of counties in this plan that are also
17 incwmbents in safe districts, but if the 17 split.
18 district was originally racially gerrymandered 18 Q. Do you have any opinion about the
19 just to keep them in the same district is 19 part of this map that puis a portion of the
20 still a racial gerrymander, and Secretary 11:35AM 20 city of Mobile or Mobile County into 11:37TAM
21 Merrill has said that the districts that were 21 Distriet 27
22 drawn were racial gerrymanders. 22 A. Tdonot
23 Q. Do you have any information as {o 23 Q. Okay. If the legisiature's 2023
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1 map is a racial gerrymander in Jefferson 1 first. When you say "grocery tax," what do
2 County, wouldn't this map also be a racial 2 youmean? What is the belief about the
3 gerrymander? 3 grocery tax that this coalition has in common?
4 A, Well, I think that some arguments 4 A, Weli, T think all voters, ali
5 could be made for that. That's why I'm 11:38AM 5 residents of any entity, would be in favor of 1 1:40AM
6 supporting the Singieton Map. 6 reducing a grocery tax, which is a regressive
7 Q. Okay. Now, you were asked by 7 tax, as we know, and the effeets of it are
& Mr. Blacksher what issues voters in Jefferson 8 most apparent in lower-income families who
9 County have in common, and I wrote down one 9 spend more money on things that are taxed by
10 was expansion of Medicaid. 11:38AM 10 sales tax than upper income families do. il:41AM
11 Is that an issue that you think 11 And so our move at the state level
12 voters in Jefferson County have in eommon? 12 toreduce it, the state fax, is great, but
13 A. Yes, 13 again, removing the tax would be an income
14 Q. Talso wrote down grocery tax, 14 boost for all voters. And, yes, is this
[5 public transit, criminal justice reform, 11:39AM 15 something that a congressperson coufd do? Not  11:41AM
i6 infrastructure projects, and certain military 16 directly, but certainly, he or she has
17 issues. 17 influence with state leaders as we have seen
18 A. Okay. 18 in Alabama in the discussion on the
19 Q. I'mnot meaning to tesl your 19 redistricting in which national leaders of
20 memory. Ijust want to be complete. 11:39AM 20 their party arc having mueh input into how 11:41AM
21 Arc those issues that you recall 21 negotiations go.
22 saying are issues that Jefferson County voters 22 So, if you could speak with one
23 have in common, this coalition of voters that 23 voice, then, to me, it would just be a much
Page 75 Page 77
1 you talked about? 1 more constructive way to go forward, and --
2 A. T think coalitions are creaturcs 2 you can say that about any of these issues
3 that farm kind of organically. So you can't 3 because they're not all issues that a U.S,
4 say this coalition will always support these 4 congressman directly affects for sure, but he
5 ecight issues. Coalitions form based on their  11:39AM 5 or she can certainly direct resources 10 those  [1:42AM
6 common interests on the issue that's 6 arcas, grants, open doors.
7 percolating up. What I am suggesting is that 7 Q. Would you agree that a desire 10
8 the Jefferson County voters arc more likely in 8 expand Medicaid, a desire to lower the grocery
9 a contiguous congressional district to be 9 tax, criminal juslice reform, for example,
10 speaking with one voice Lo a unified group of  11:3%AM 10 that those are issues that are generally held  11:42AM
11 political leaders and we're not being split 11 in common or beliefs generally held in common
12 among various people who can cffect change. 12 by progressive voters?
13 And so the same people who might 13 A, That's a great question. And I
14 be concemned with military issues, might not 14 would say in 2023 it is, but that's because
15 be concerned with Medicaid, but overall, there  11:40AM | 15 the -- the nature of the two parlies has 11:42AM
16 is such a spectrum of econoinie differences and 16 changed over time. So many of these things
17 political differences in Jefferson County, 10 17 used o be biparlisan issues at the national
18 e, it would make Tor a much more robust 18 and state level, and they have become
19 democratic -- and with a little "D" -- 19 affiliated with onc party now because the
20 conversation about what's best Tor Jefferson 11:40AM 20 other party has shified its priorities. 11:143AM
21 County. 21 But-- but to say this is a Democralic issue,
22 Q. Well, let's lake the first one -- 22 it's only because the parties have changed
23 well, actualiy, I want to ask this question 23 because people who were supportive of these
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1 kind of issues used to be both Republicans and 1 I've been taking notes, but if T heard you
2 Democrats. 2 correctly when we were discussing the 2010
3 Q. And as T understand the coalition 3 clections, particularly the gubernatorial
4 of voters that you're advocating for in 4 race, did you say that Ron Sparks was a rather
5 Jefferson County -- 11:43AM 5 unknown candidate? i1:45AM
6 A.  Let me just back up. I'm not 6 A. Tome, he was. He may have had
7 advocating for a coalition. I'm saying ] 7 some statewide maybe agricuiture, [don't
8 think that coalition is already here if we 8 know, but he was not a household name to me.
9 were given fair maps to vote. 9 Nor was Robert Bentiey actuaily, but he was in
10 Q. Thank you. That's an important 11:43AM 10 Tusealoosa. And he had a following because of  F1:45AM
11 clarification. Twould say you're advocating 11 his stature as a well-known doctor in that
12 for a district that allows that coalition to 12 rather smalf town. So | didn't mean ©
13 vote as a unit. 13 misspeak. I'm just saying for me he was
14 A.  Thank you. 14 unknown.
15 Q. Is that fair? 11:44AM 15 Q. Ilunderstand. Thank you. I'm 11:46AM
16 A.  That's a better way of stating 16 also interested if you share an opinion that }
17 that, 17 have. I tived in Jefferson County from '93
18 Q. Thank you for correcting me, but 18 untif about five years ago, and for about half
19 the voters of Jefferson County who are 19 that time, I lived really close to where you
20 interested in expanding Medicaid, lowing 11:44AM 20 now live. Ilived in Blufl Park or Park 11:46AM
21 grocery tax, criminal justice reform, how are 21 Avenue, and then I moved out further west to
22 their needs different {rom a progressive voter 22 Lake Crest. It seemed to me that both Bluff
23 in Madison County who [avors expanding 23 Park and Lake Crest, which is sort of near the
Page 79 Page 81
1 Medicaid, lowering the grocery tax, and 1 Hoover Met, that those neighborhoods got much
2 reforming the eriminal justice system? 2 more racially diverse over the time that {
3 A.  They may not be different, but 3 iived there.
4 they are in a position where their prioritics 4 Have you noticed that in the part
5 aren't ranslated, and this is sort of a 1E44AM 5 of Biuff Park where you live? 11:46AM
6 domino effect because, if a district 1s drawn 6 A, Ttake your point, and [ agree.
7 so that your values and your priorities are 7 One of the interesting things about Bluff Park
8 never going 1o be in the majority, then 8 is how eclectic it is and how different the
9 those -- those programs won't be implemented. 9 neighborhoods look from other neighborhoods
10 il you had a district drawn that 11:44AM 10 that are all sori of cookie cutters, butasI  11:47AM
11 pave opporiunitics for a coalition to be 11 was telling my colleagues here that you might
12 formed and a candidate that espouses your 12 be surprised to know that the second largest
13 values to be clected, then some programs nught 13 minority group in the Hoover City Schools now
14 actually change at the local, state, or 14 are people from India or their offspring. So
15 national level, and more importantly, the 11:45AM 15 we've got about 30 different nationalities in -~ 3 [:47AM
16 interest in gelting out 1o vote and actually 16 the Hoover City Schools right now — or -- if
17 voting would increase beeause you see that you 17 not more.
18 now have a viable vote to get to that goal 18 So, yes, it is racially diverse,
19 that you've been trying to do for years and 19 and it is also politicaily diverse. So, on
20 years but your candidate consistently loses 11:45AM 20 the naticnal level, a lot of people are P1:47AM
21 because of the way that the lines have been 21 sorting themselves into neighborhoods based on
22 drawn. 22 how progressive or conservative -- it's really
23 Q. [I'mjumping around here because 23 kind of appalling. 1don't see that in Bluff
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1 Park yet, and you ean look at the data and see I returns when Mr, Blacksher was asking you
2 how close some of these clections have been 2 questions, and if I recall, there were a few
3 Democrat and Republican. But, yes, it's mueh 3 elections where Republicans won in those
4 more diverse than it was ten years apo. 4 districts?
5 Q. TI'mgoingto po back to -- T don't [1:47AM 5 A. Absohtely. 11:50AM
6 necd to show it to you -- hut the plan that 6 Q. So you stifl think that provides a
7 you suppott, the Singleton Plan, which keeps 7 {air opportunity?
8 Jefferson County whole. 8 A. Yes,1do.
9 You understand that there is no 9 Q. A fair opportunity for Aftican
10 majority black district in that pian, do you 11:48AM 10 American voters to elect their candidate of 11:50AM
1% not? 11 choice?
12 A. [absolutely understand that what 12 A.  Yes, hecause other things are
13 we're looking for is the opportunity to elect 13 poing to happen. If you actually have a
j4 candidates of our choosing, not a foregone, 14 district thai might allow you to have your
15 definite possibility, a definite "I want it my  11:48AM 15 vote eount as much as somchody else's, then it 11:50AM
16 way or no way." No. This is the only way to 16 may mean, probably will mean, more viabie
17 form a coalition so that you can continue this 17 candidates come to lhe table. Then we'll get
18 into the future and reduce the polarization of 18 more funding. Then we'll get more grass rools
19 voting just by race, and all you want is an 19 volunteers. And so you have a campaign that's
20 opporlunity, not a guarantee. And that forces  11:48AM 20 able to generate the energy it would take to 11:51AM
21 you to reach across and form groupings that 21 actually win the election.
22 have issues in common in fmy opinion. 22 Q. Aswe looked at various election
23 Q. Do you believe that even though 23 returns in Jefferson County -- and we looked
Page 83 Page 85
I districts in the Singleton Plan -- District 6 1 at22,'20, all the way back to 2010 -- the
2 and District 7, even though they're not 2 Democrats did not do as well in 2022, though,
3 majorily black, you believe those districts 3 did they, as they did in prior years?
4 provide an opportunity for African American 4 A. 11think the data would support
5 voters to elect their candidate of choice? 11:49AM 5 that. The turnout was diffevent. The 11:51AM
6 A, Yes 6 candidates were not stellar, and the party has
7 Q. And what is your basis for that? 7 suffered from, what we call in the mililary, a
8 A, Well, again, if you've got a & circular firing squad. And so you really have
9 contested race with -- with viable candidates 9 to say "put this in context.”
10 and you know that your vote might actually 11:49AM | 10 Q. So, even though 2022 is a more 11:51AM
11 make a difference in this race, you're going 11 recent election, is it your position thal some
12 to be more likely than not to make sure you're 12 other elections like '20 and '18 and 'i6
13 registered, that you listen o what the 13 provide a nove accurate view of how those
14 candidates are saying, to actually get to the i4 districts would perform?
15 polls on a Tuesday, and to make your vote 11:49AM i5 A. Tthink so, yes. Well -- and, 11:52AM
16 known. 16 again, as you know, a presidential election
17 i's -- it's demoralizing to know 17 year creales its own issues which drives
18 that as much as you educate yourself and po lo 18 turnoud. And so every election is special in
19 a poll your candidate will never win even 19 its own way, but the data over time shows that
20 though he has realiy good ideas because the 11:50AM 20 il Jefferson County were a conliguous 11:52AM
21 way that gerrymandering has drawn the 21 district, Democrats would have prevailed, not
22 district. 22 always -- you know, sometimes 50, 51,
23 Q. And we looked at some election 23 sometimes 52,
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i But, again, the coalition would be 1 Q. And if | understood you correctly,
2 key in cementing a victory for people who -- 2 s it your position that Democtatic party
3 it's not the party label I'm really coneerned 3 infighting was a drain on Demoeratic turnout
4 with. It's the fact that you have two 4 in 20227
5 candidates coming forward with viable [1:52AM 5 A. Yes. And -- not only that, but 11:54AM
6 solutions. 6 they -- according to people who were running
7 Right now, what has happened 7 as Democrats, they didn't get any financial or
8 beeause it's no way that -- a supermajority 8 how-to support from the state party, just
9 party is always going to win. So they can 9 procedural things, how to file, how to go
10 take real extreme views that appeal to a 11:53AM 10 about campaigning, how to -- no funding. And  11:55AM
11 certain segment of that population and never 11 sothey were all on their own.
12 accept an invitation to debate, don't answer i2 MR. DAVIS: If we could pause for
13 candidate guestionnaires, don't entertain 13 just a moment and let me eall my co-counsel,
14 conversations because they don't have to 14 that would be helpful.
15 because they know they're going Lo win. 11:53AM 15 MR. BLACKSHER: Certainly. 11:55AM
i6 Q. Twant o stick with the '22 16 (A recess was taken.)
17 elections just a minute, and understand, 17 MR, DAVIS: Thank you for
18 although this is a trial deposition, it's also 18 indulging me that pause. Ms. Slay, thank you
19 my opportunity to understand your claims a 19 for answering my questions and helping me to
20 little better. 11:53AM 20 understand your claims better. Those arcall  11:56AM
21 1f 2022, the -- if the 2022 21 the guestions [ have today.
22 election is not the best indication of how a 22 T will, after we close, speak to
23 district perfonns, [ want to understand al} 23 the court reporter and {ind out how to gel
Page 87 Page 8%
1 the reasons why you think that is the case. i copies of the Singleton -- well, the two plans
2 If you're looking for something, 2 that we've discussed that were not already
3 Ms. Slay, that will help, I will be very happy 3 introduced, and that was the Legislature's '23
4 1o pause for a moment. 4 plan and the Milligan plan, this VRA plan,
5 A, Well, you're referring to 2022, 11:53AM 5 marked as 1 and 2 respectively. 11:57AM
6 and I'm just rying to -- here it is right 6 With that, those are all the
7 here. Solet's - 7 questions that I have, Ms. Slay. Thank you so
8 Q. Ckay. 8§ much,
9 A, Okay. 9 THE WITNESS: Well, you're quite
10 Q. Yes, I want you to have whatever  11:53AM 10 welcome. 11:57AM
11 information you need to hetp me understand 11 REDIRECT EXAMINATION
12 your claims betier. 12 BY MR. BLACKSHER:
13 Would you say that the guality of 13 Q. 1have just one redirect question.
14 candidates on the Democratic side was an issue 14 Ms. Siay, I may have misunderstood what you
15 in the 2022 clection? 11:54AM 15 said, but ¥ thought you said something to the  [1:57AM
16 A. You're being much too diplomatic. 16 effect that other counties were not as
17 Q. How would you phrase it? 17 polarized as Jefferson County is.
8 A, T would say that it was abysmal. 18 Did you mean the opposite of that,
19 Not that 1 -~ [ don't know these people 19 or did T hear you correctly?
20 personally, but it's the way they were chosen,  11:54AM 20 A, Well, let me just back up and say  11:57AM
21 the funding they secured, the backgrounds they 21 I am not expert on other counties in Alabama.
22 came with. 1 was not a way to -~ to win 22 Soperhaps [ shouldn’t have said that at all,
23 elections at the statewide level. 23 but 1 don't -- 1 think that the neighborhoods
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in Jefferson County are -- have a very high
correlation with racial voting, racial
polarized voting, and [ don't -- I can only
speak a little bit from Tuscaloosa because of
where I live. 1cannot speak to therestof  11:57AM
Alabama. So maybe that should have been an
overly broad statement.

MR. BLACKSHER: Okay. Thank you.
No further questions.

MR. DAVIS: None for me either. 11:58AM
Thank you so much, Ms. Slay.

(The deposition concluded

at 11:58 am.)
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

STATE OF ALABAMA
ETOWAH COUNTY

I, Joseph Jones, Certified Court
Reporier and Commissioner for the State of
Alabama at Large, hereby certify that on
August 10, 2023, I reported the deposition of
LEONETTE SLAY, who was first duly sworn or
affirmed to speak the truth in the matter of
the foregoing cause, and that pages 6 through
90 contain a true and accurate transcription
of the examination of said witness by counsel
for the parties set out herein.

I further certify that I am neither kin
nor of counsel to any of the parties to said
cause nor in any manner interested in the
results thereof; and that this transcript was
certified and prepared on August 10, 2023.

JUSEFH JUNES, ULK

Commissioner for the

State of Alabama at Large

CCR # 645, Expires 09/30/23

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 06/05/25
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Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Disccvery

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness; changes; signing. When
the testimony 1is fully transcribed the depositiocn
shall be submitted to the witness for examination
and shall be read to or by the witness, unless such
examination and reading are waived by the witness
and by the parties. Any changes in form or
substance which the witness desires t¢ make shall

be entered upon the deposition by the officer with

a statement of the reascns given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness, unless the parties ky stipulation

waive the =signing or the witness is ill or cannot
be found or refuses to sign. If the deposition 1is
not signed by the witness within thirty (30) days
of its submission to the witness, the officer shall
sign it and state on the record the fact of the
waiver or of the illness or absence of the witness

or the fact of the refusal to sign together with
the reason, if any, given therefor; the deposition
may then be used as fully as though signed unless

on a motion to suppress under Rule 32(d) (4) the
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court holds that the reasons given for the refusal
to sign regquire rejection of the deposition in

whole or in part.

{(F} Certification and filing by officer; exhibits;
copies; notice of filing.

{1} The officer shall certify on the depocsition
that the witness was duly sworn by the officer and
that the deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by the witness. Unless otherwise
ordered by the court, the officer shall then
securely seal the deposition 1in an envelope
indorsed with the title of the action and marked
“Deposition of [here insert name of witness]” and
shall promptly file it with the court in which the
action is pending or send 1t by registered or

certified mail to the clerk therecf for filing.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGCING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

201%. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FCR UP~TO-DATE INFCRMATION,
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Scolutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and cocmplete
transcript of the colloquies, guestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

cur litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act {HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm~Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files cof documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Sclutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inguiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.




