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Page 6
1 I, STACY MAYS, a Court Reporter of
2 Florence, Alabama, acting as Commissioner,
3 certify that on this date, as provided by the
4 Federa Rules of Civil Procedure and the
5 foregoing stipulation of counsel, there came
6 before me viaZoom, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
7 Central Standard Time on July 16, 2024,
8 LEONETTEW. SLAY, witnessin the above cause,
9 for oral examination, whereupon the following
10 proceedings were had:

Page 8
1 detect anonverbal response. Does that make

2 sense?
3 A. Yes
4 Q. If youdon't understand any of my
5 questions, please let me know, and I'll try
6 to ask them again in amore clear manner so
7 that we can stay on the same page. Sometimes
8 awitness gives an answer and then later in
9 the deposition realizes that she forgot
10 something or misspoke. If you need to add or

11 11 correct any of your testimony during the
12 12 course of this deposition, please let me
13 13 know. Also to help the court reporter, |
14 14 will try not to talk over you and ask that
15 15 you do the same. We should both wait until
16 16 the other is done speaking. That's
17 17 particularly important in this Zoom format
18 18 because there could be adelay in either of
19 19 us speaking. We will occasionally take
20 20 breaks. If you need a break, please let me
21 21 know, but if there's a question pending, I'll
22 22 need you to answer the question before we
23 23 break. Isthere any reason that you cannot
Page 7 Page 9
1 LEONETTE W. SLAY, 1 provide truthful and complete testimony here
2 being first duly sworn, was examined and 2 today?
3 testified asfollows: 3 A. No
4 EXAMINATION 4 Q. Okay. Thatisall of the ground
5 BY MR. SEISS. 5 rules. Do you understand everything that
6 Q. Goodmorning, Ms. Slay. My nameis 6 we've gone over?
7 Ben Seiss. I'm an attorney withthe Alabama| 7 A. Yes.
8 Attorney General's Office. | represent the 8 Q. Do you have any guestions before we
9 Alabama Secretary of State Wes Alleninthis| 9 start?
10 lawsuit filed by the Singleton plaintiffs. 10 A. No.
11 I'm going to be asking you some questions |11 Q. Please state your name.
12 today about thislawsuit. Thisdepositionis |12  A. Leonette Walker Slay.
13 an opportunity for usto record your 13 Q. Ms. Say, where are you today?
14 testimony in this matter. Thereisacourt 14  A. | aminthelaw offices of Whatley

15 reporter here, and she'll be creating a

16 transcript of everything that is said.

17 Because we need her to create an accurate
18 transcript, it isimportant that you answer

19 questions"yes" or "no" rather than by

20 shaking your head or with a more informal
21 "uh-huh" or "huh-uh." That would be

22 particularly true in this virtual format

23 because the court reporter may not be ableto

15 Kallasin downtown Birmingham.

16 Q. Isthereanyonein the room with
17 you?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Whoisthat?

20 A. Lawyersfor the plaintiffsin this

21 lawsuit.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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22 Q. Doyou have any documents with you?
23  A. Yes
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Page 10
1 Q. What documents do you have with
2 you?
3 A. | have some persona notesthat |

4 have taken with some specific dataon it so
5 that | am accurate in my testimony.

6 Q. Haveyou ever been deposed before?
7 A. Yes
8 Q. Whenwasthat?
9 A. InAugust 2023, in this lawsuit.
10 Q. Wasthat anin-person deposition?
11  A. Yes
12 Q. Haveyou ever testified in court?
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. Whenwasthat?
15 A. That wasduring my military career.

16 | testified in court in Fort Benning,

17 Georgia.

18 Q. What wasthat about?

19 A. It wasabout the mismanagement of
20 funds by an army person.

21 Q. What have you done to prepare for
22 this deposition?

23 A. Wadll, I've had some years of

Page 12
1 two academics and our own pleadings.

2 Q. Besideyour lawyers, did you talk
3 to anyone else about this deposition today?
A. No.
Q. What year were you born?
A. 1950.
Q. Wheredo you currently reside?
A. 320 Albemarle Drive, Hoover,
9 Alabama 35226.
10 Q. Whoisyour current congressiona
11 representative?
12 A. Wdl,itisnow Representative
13 Terri Sewell, after the Milligan case.
14 Q. S0, beforethat it was
15 Representative Gary Palmer?
16 A. Yes itwas
17 Q. When Representative Palmer was your
18 congressperson, had you ever reached out to
19 him?

4
5
6
7
8

20 A. Yes
21 Q. Whenwasthat?
22  A. | have emailed his staff a couple

23 of times, but most recently it was last

Page 11
1 experience in voter outreach as a volunteer,

2 and | have read the pleadings from both the
3 defendants and the plaintiffsin this case.
4 | have read the testimony of expert witnesses
5 by the plaintiffs, and | am just generally
6 aware of various initiatives within the
7 Alabamalegislature and the state government
8 regarding voting and voting outreach.
9 Q. Didyoulook at any mapsin
10 particular?
11  A. In2023,1 did. | have not looked
12 at any recently.
13 Q. You mentioned that you've read some
14 of the pleadingsin this case. What pleadings
15 areyou referring to specifically?
16 A. Thepleadingsin which the State
17 asked that this lawsuit be dropped that was
18 decided last week by athree-judge federal
19 pandl.
20 Q. And any other documents from this
21 litigation?
22 A. Weéll, as| mentioned already, the
23 expert testimony that will be brought in from

Page 13
1 summer to talk with his staff about the

2 congressman's hold on military promotionsin
3 the senate.
4 Q. What response did you get back from
5 hisoffice?
6 A. Theresponsel got from that
7 particular staffer was that wasn't his
8 purview, but he would passit on to the
9 congressman.
10 Q. Anything elsethat you contacted
11 Representative Palmer about?
12 A. Nothing comesto mind right now.
13 Q. What about Representative Sewell?
14 Had you ever contacted her?
15 A. Wadl, that's an interesting
16 question. Several yearsago | tried to
17 contact Representative Sewell, but | think
18 what happens is they see what zip code you're
19 in, and it's not a possibility if the zip
20 code doesn't match the district of the
21 congressperson. | have not contacted her
22 since | became a constituent of hers.
23 Q. What about your state

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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Page 14
representatives? Who is your state senator?

A. Jabo Waggoner.
Q. Haveyou ever reached out to him?
A. | certainly have.
Q. When wasthat?
A. Oh, it's been on multiple occasions

7 asvarious issues have come before the

8 legidature. Perhapsthe grocery tax,

9 perhaps voting-related issues. And my state
10 representative is David Faulkner, and I've
11 also reached out to him.

12 Q. Yousad "voting-related issues."

13 What are you referring to there?

14  A. Would you say that again?

15 Q. Sure. Yousaid earlier that you

16 had reached out to Senator Waggoner about
17 voting-related issues. What were you

18 referring to by voting-related issues?

19 A. Wadll, it was probably different

20 issues that were coming before the

21 legidlature like Senate Bill 1, which would
22 have had some impact on absentee voter
23 applications and the organizations that help

1
2
3
4
5
6

Page 16
1 That's an apartment complex.

2 Q. Whatisthe highest level of

3 education that you've attained?

4  A. | haveaMaster'sin Public Affairs

5 from the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public
6 Affairs, University of Texas, and a Master's

7 level equivaent from the Army War College.

8 Q. Whereisthe Army War College?
9 A. Calide, Pennsylvania
10 Q. Wheredid you graduate college?
11  A. | graduated undergraduate at

12 Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi, and
13 then my Master'sfrom UT Austin.

14 Q. What was your undergraduate degree?
15 A. Political Science.
16 Q. Anddidyou graduate high school in

17 West Point?

Page 15
1 inthat respect. | would point out that in

2 my reaching out to Senator Waggoner and
3 Representative Faulkner, | have never gotten
4 aresponse.
Q. Where did you grow up?
A. West Point, Mississippi.
Q. Whereisthat roughly in
8 Mississippi?
9 A. It'sin Northeast Mississippi near
10 Starkville and Columbus.
11 Q. Whereelse have you resided?
12 A. | haveresided in Arizona,
13 Kentucky, South Carolina and Germany.

5
6
7

14 Q. How long have you lived in Alabama?
15 A. Sincetheearly 1990s.

16 Q. And hasthat always been in Hoover?
17  A. No. I livedfor severa yearsin

18 Tuscaloosa before relocating to Jefferson
19 County. And | have lived in two different
20 locationsin Hoover.

21 Q. Whatistheother locationin

22 Hoover that you lived at?

23 A. 7213 Rime Villagein Hoover.

18 A. Idid, public school.
19 Q. Areyoumarried?
20 A. No.
21 Q. Doyou haveany children?
22 A. No.
23 Q. Areyou currently employed?
Page 17
1 A. No
2 Q. Canyou tell meabout your past

3 employment?

4 A. Okay. After graduating from UT

5 Austin, | spent two years as alegidative

6 assistant to a senior member of the Texas

7 House of Representatives. Then | got a

8 direct commission into the United States

9 Army, and | served on active duty for 14
10 years, and then | transitioned to the army
11 reserve, where | served for the remainder of
12 my 34 years of duty, and it was part of a
13 program called the Military Technician
14 Program. So, while | was areserve officer,
15 | was also afederal civil servant. So,
16 that's -- my career has been in military
17 intelligence, personnel and human resources.
18 Q. Who wasthe representative that you
19 worked for when you were alegislative aide?
20 A. | worked for Representative Nugent,
21 who was senior and the chair of the House
22 Transportation Committee.
23 Q. What party did he represent?

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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Page 18
1 A. Herepresented the Democratic

2 Party, which in 1976 was the primary party in
3 Texas.
4 Q. Areyou currently amember of any
5 professional organizations?
6 A. Couldyou define professiona
7 organization?
8 Q. Widl, let meask, are you currently
9 amember of any civic organizations?
10 A. Yes I'mamember of the League of
11 Women Voters. I'm amember of the American
12 Association of University Women. I'm a
13 member of anonprofit called PEO that raises
14 money for women's scholarships, and I'm a
15 member of my United Methodist Church.
16 Q. So, my previous question about
17 professional organizations, are there any
18 other organizations that would fall within
19 that that you didn't just mention?
20 A. Wadl, | guessI'm aso amember of
21 the Army War College Foundation. Excuse me.
22 One more. I'm amember of the Reserve
23 Officers Association aswell.

Page 20
1 activeroleinthem. | do have a couple of

2 different rolesin my local church, but
3 they're not really germane to this
discussion, | don't think.

Q. Okay. Doyou have atitle, a
leadership position in the League of Women
Voters currently?

A. I'mon the state board of the
League of Women Voters, and | have been
charged with trying to develop liaison
relationships with our organizationsin
Tennessee and Mississippi.

Q. How long have you been a member of
the League of Women Voters?

A. Since 1976, with acouple of
hiatuses when | was stationed in Germany and
the Pentagon.

18 Q. IstheLeague of Women Votersonly
19 open to women?

20 A. lItisnot only opentowomen. It

21 isopen to men and to young people who are 16
22 and older. Great question.

23 Q. Isthe League of Women Votersa

© 00 ~NO O b~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Page 19
1 Q. So,withthecivic organizations

2 that you just referenced, | wasn't able to
3 write them all down, but could you talk about
4 your role in each of those?
5 A. Yes |first would say that al of
6 those are nonpartisan. And so, in terms of
7 AAUW and PEO, those are really mostly to
8 shareinformation and raise money for
9 scholarships. But the League of Women
10 Voters, asyou may know, was founded in 1920
11 asanonpartisan organization originally to
12 help women learn how to vote after the
13 passage of the 19th Amendment, but it is now
14 an organization that does advocacy after
15 study and takes positions on certain issues
16 for which we already have done a study and
17 have developed a position. We aso do voter
18 outreach, voter education and encourage
19 informed voting.
20 Q. Didthat cover dl of thecivic
21 organizations that you mentioned earlier?
22  A. | believeso. The other onesare
23 pretty much membership only. | don't have an

Page 21
multiracial organization?
A. Yes itis.
Q. Do African Americans haveasay in
the League's decisions?
A. Wadll, yes. The League has made a
6 concerted effort to diversify the membership
7 inal different ways. The current president
8 of the League of Women Voters of Greater
9 Birmingham happens to be African American.
10 Our new CEO at the national level is African
11 American, and our previous president of the
12 League of Women V oters was African American.
13 Q. Arethereany other civic
14 organizations that you used to be a member
15 of?

aa b~ wDNPF

16 A. That | used to be a member of ?
17 Q. Yes
18 A. Well, the SierraClub, the

19 Association of the United States Army. Those
20 arethe two that cometo mind.

21 Q. Okay. Doyou have any social media
22 accounts?

23 A. Yes

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
1 Q. What platforms do you have socid

2 media accounts on?
3  A. | havean account on Facebook and
4 on X.
5 Q. Whatisyour account name on
6 Facebook?
7 A. My name--oh, sorry. It's
8 day@sdlay, | think. On Facebook, it's my
9 name. On Twitter, it's the other.
10 Q. Yousadsay@slay?
11  A. Ithink there'sa"Say at" and
12 "underline Slay," but | would have to (audio
13 faded out).
14 Q. Okay. Haveyou posted about this
15 litigation on any of your social media
16 accounts?
17 A. No.
18 Q. Haveyou made any public statements
19 about this case?
20 A. Notthat | recall. But you know,
21 that wasayear ago. | don't recall making
22 any.
23 Q. What isyour understanding of what

Page 24
1 Q. Whatisyour understanding of what

2 thislawsuit is about?

3 A. Thelawsuit seeksto underscore the

4 ramifications of redistricting with racial

5 gerrymandering asits goal.

6 Q. Canyouexplain what you mean when

7 you say "with racial gerrymandering asits

8 goa"?

9 A. Racia gerrymandering is aprocess
10 by which people of color are packed into a
11 district so that their votes are taken away,

12 and that the end result is that both

13 districts become uncompetitive, and there

14 aren't achance for people to vote for people
15 who have areasonable chance of winning with
16 adifferent perspective.

17 Q. How didyou get involved in this
18 litigation?
19 A. | believethe attorneysfor the

20 plaintiffs reached out to various

21 organizations, and | heard about that, and |
22 volunteered because | was a member -- | met
23 thecriteriain that | was a constituent in

Page 23
1 redistricting is?
2 A. Redigtricting is constitutionally
3 mandated after a censusiif the population
4 deviations are such that they need to be --
5 thedistrict lines need to be equalized.
6 Q. Whendidyou becomeinterested in
7 redistricting?
8 A. Waédll, based on my academic back-
9 ground the implications of redistricting,
10 I've beeninterested in it for along time.
11 Q. So,isitfairto say that you were
12 paying attention to redistricting in Alabama
13 before 2020?

14  A. | wouldthink that would be afair
15 statement.
16 Q. Yousadyou movedto Alabamain

17 the'90s, right?

18 A. Right.

19 Q. So,thefirst redistricting cycle

20 that you would have paid attention to was
21 probably in 2000; isthisright?

22  A. Yes. Wadll, after that census

23 probably, but yes.

Page 25
1 District 6, and that was the key -- one of

2 the key points of thislitigation.
3 Q. Doyou know roughly when you got
4 involved with this litigation?
5 A. No
6 Q. So, I believetheinitial complaint
7 inthis case wasfiled at the end of
8 September in 2021. Would it have been about
9 around there, late September of 20217?
10 A. Il would --yes, | would assume so
11 because | was part of the original plaintiffs
12 inthecase. Yes.
13 Q. Doyouknow any of the other
14 plaintiffsin the Singleton case?
15 A. Dol --1 know of them now. But |
16 have no personal relationship with any of the
17 plaintiffs. Infact, | haven't met themin
18 person.
19 Q. Haveyou read theoriginal
20 complaint that the Singleton plaintiffsfiled
21 back in 2021?
2 A. Yes
23 Q. Whendidyou last read it?

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26
A. Not recently.

1
2 Q. So, maybeacouple of years ago?
3 A. Probably, but | have read every
4 pleading that we have filed.

5 Q. S0, (audio faded out) you've read

6 the most recent complaint that the Singleton
7 plaintiffsfiled in 2024, which is the second
8 amended complaint?

9 A. Yes

10 Q. Do you know when you last read
11 that?
12 A. Wadll, | believel read it last week

13 when the three-judge federal panel denied all
14 of Alabama's suppositionsin that suit. |

15 believe there were eight.

16 Q. What do you understand the legal

17 clamsto be in the most recent complaint?
18 A. Wadll, I think the bottom lineis

19 that we're asking for one person, one vote so
20 that votes have an equal chance of having an
21 impact, and that there shouldn't be

22 artificial waysto try to decrease the

23 possibility of that.

Page 28
1 testifying about your desire to keep

2 Jefferson County whole?

3 A. ldo

4 Q. Doyourecal testifying that you

5 thought the 2023 map that the legislature

6 passed was aracia gerrymander because of

7 what you described as a finger going into

8 Jefferson County that extracted primarily

9 minority neighborhoods into Congressional
10 District 7?
11 A. | dorecdl that testimony, and I'm
12 not the only onethat called it afinger into
13 Jefferson County. That's the common name for
14 that effort.
15 Q. Areyouawarethat to draw a
16 congressional districting map in Alabamathat
17 complies with Section 2 of the Voting Rights
18 Act that you have to split Jefferson County?
19 A. Youdo not haveto split Jefferson
20 County. You can -- you can make Jefferson
21 County whole, add afew precinctsin Northern
22 Shelby County and meet al of the criteria of
23 the Voting Rights Act and the Constitution.

Page 27
1 Q. Doyouknow what aclaim under

2 Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act is?
3 A. Ingenerd terms, yes. I'mnot a
4 lawyer. Butthat is-- that isthe claim for
5 which you cannot deny people the right to
6 vote on an equal basis with other citizens.
7 Q. Areyou aware that a Section 2 of
8 the Voting Rights Act claim was added to with
9 the second amended complaint?
10 A. Yes
11 Q. Do you understand what the
12 differenceis between aracia gerrymandering
13 claim and a Section 2 of the Voting Rights
14 Act clam?
15 A. Widl, | would have to defer that
16 question. I'm not alawyer. Can you tell me
17 why thisis germane?
18 Q. Yes. Well, welll get to that. So,
19 wetalked about that you testified in a
20 deposition back in August of last year,

21 correct?
22 A. Correct.
23 Q. Inthat deposition, do you recall

Page 29
1 Q. I wantyoutoassumethat I'm

2 correct about that, that you do have to split
3 Jefferson County --
4 MR. BLACKSHER: Object to form and
5 to the predicate of that question.
6 Q. (ByMr. Seiss) Would you support
7 any map that splits Jefferson County?
8 A. My ideal solution would beto keep
9 Jefferson County whole. If the courts agreed
10 that a map that was presented met the
11 requirements of the Voting Rights Act and
12 gave citizens in another district a possi-
13 bility of forming a coalition and are finding
14 candidates of their choice, yes. But
15 idedlly, in my position, | want Jefferson
16 County to be kept whole for a number of
17 reasons.
18 Q. Canyou talk about those reasons?
19 A. Sure. Becauseone of the goals of
20 redistricting, when possible, isto keep
21 political boundarieswhole. It also hasa
22 number of other criteriafrom the Gingles
23 case that you have to meet some criteria such

8 (Pages 26 - 29)
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Page 30
1 as, you know, congruence, trying not to have

2 incumbents face each other. Therearea
3 number of criteria, and Jefferson County can
4 meet most of those. Certainly we have the
5 population with the addition of afew
6 precinctsin Shelby County. We've got the
7 political cohesiveness. We've got common
8 issuesin the county that are artifically
9 split when you make two congressional
10 districts out of this one county. We've got
11 common objectives to make this county
12 better. And yet we get split between two
13 congress people who have very different other
14 constituencies they need to satisfy.
15 Q. What do you want the court to do in
16 thislawsuit?
17 A. Wewould like the court to
18 recognize the ways in which the Alabama
19 legislature and government has sought to
20 racialy gerrymander the state, and also
21 through other mechanismsto try to chill
22 voting turnout, voter participation and the
23 efforts of voting rights organizations to get

Page 32
1 both partiesin a hard fought primary with

2 viable ideas becauseit's possible for people
3 from either party to win. You look at other
4 districts, and the same person is put up with
5 anonviable candidate from the other party
6 with foregone conclusions.
7 Q. Isthat true of current
8 Congressional District 7?
9 A. Ithink youwould say that's true
10 for 7. It'struefor 6. The incumbent did
11 have some primary opposition in Congressional
12 District 6, but it was nothing that really
13 roseto thelevel of aviable chalenge, and
14 he certainly coasted to victory in the
15 general election.
16 Q. Youreferredto lawsthat -- |
17 don't know the exact word, but further chill
18 voting. What laws are you referring to?
19 A. Wadll, there's two specific laws
20 that were passed by the 2024 legislature and
21 have been signed by the governor. One was
22 SB1, which impacted how civic organizations
23 can help prospective voters with voting

Page 31
1 people registered to vote. That'swhat 1'd

2 like to see happen.
3 Q. What doesamap that addresses
4 those concerns look like?
5 A. A mapdoesnt addressall of those
6 concerns because some of this has happened in
7 the 2024 legidlature when -- through laws
8 that have further chilled voting. But amap
9 that would show the ability of people from
10 different perspectivesto be able to vote for
11 two viable -- or more viable candidates would
12 beastep intheright direction. And I'm
13 talking about democracy with alittle "d".
14 Ther€'sno party here.
15 Q. So, areyou saying that you want
16 competitive congressional districts?
17 A. Yes
18 Q. What isacompetitive congressional
19 district?
20 A. Widl, I think you can look at the
21 results of what's happening in the newly
22 created Congressional District 2. You seea
23 plethora of candidates coming forward from

Page 33
1

applications. Not the ballot, but the
2 application. And the alleged reason for that
3 was because of, quote, "ballot harvesting."
4 But you're not even involving ballots because
5 you'rejust asking for an absentee voter
6 application. Because of that law and the
7 ambiguity of some of the words like "gift"
8 and "payment," both the NAACP and the League
9 of Women Voters have suspended al effortsto
10 help voters with their absentee voter
11 applications, not their ballots. That is
12 definitely chilling civic engagement and
13 involvement in the political process. The
14 other isHouse Bill 100, which refined and
15 updated the felony law from 2017, and | would
16 liketo gointo that alittle bit because of
17 itsramifications. In 2017, the legidature
18 did areally good thing, and they codified
19 what was a crime of moral turpitude so it was
20 standard throughout the state of Alabama.
21 Beforethat time, every county had kind of
22 decided on their own what was a crime of
23 moral turpitude. There were about 40-ish
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1 crimesthat denied you theright to vote if

2 you had been convicted, not accused, but

3 convicted of that crime. The 2024

4 |egidature decides they're going to expand

5 that. They have added other crimesto it.

6 You don't even have to be convicted of the

7 crime. You can be accused and covicted of

8 solicitation or conspiracy, and that's the

9 sameasthe crimeitself. So, you have got
10 now more felonies for which you can lose the
11 right to vote. That includes some felonies
12 that were originally allowed -- we were
13 alowed to make sure that people could vote.
14 Thisisgoing to disproportionately affect
15 certain segments of the population. Some of
16 the crimes that were added were -- could be
17 inferred to be aimed at certain demographics.
18 For example, solicitation to join agang,
19 that is-- tends to be more one demographic
20 than the other. The more felonies that you
21 exclude from the privilege, the citizen's
22 right to vote, the more it affects felons who
23 fall under those new felonies. And let me

Page 36
1 you need to beinvolved, and if you see

2 something that's potentially a violation of
3 the Constitution or afederal law, that you
4 should be aware of it and bring it to the
5 attention of legidators. My legidlator had
6 actionsthat led to that redistricting map.
7 Q. If Alabamacan draw acongressional
8 district that is majority black voting age
9 population, do you believe that it should do
10 so?
11  A. | believe what our lawsuit attempts
12 to doisto draw acouple of opportunity
13 districts, not guaranteed, but opportunities
14 for people to hear more moderate voices, more
15 viable voices to form coalitions if that
16 happens and be able to redlistically hope
17 that acandidate of your choosing might win
18 the election. Not will win the election, but
19 has aviable chance to win the election
20 because of the way the district has been
21 drawn.
22 Q. lIsitfairto say that you followed
23 the legidative proceedings regarding

Page 35

1 just giveyou astatistic. Right now,

2 African Americans constitute 27 percent --

3 26.7 percent of the population of Alabama,

4 but they are incarcerated in state prisons at

5 52.7 percent. S0, therefore, the more

6 feloniesthat you exclude from voting is

7 going to disproportionately affect that

8 racial group. That's an example of not just

9 redistricting, but another effort to chill
10 the vote based on race.
11 Q. Doyou know if Democrats supported
12 HB100?
13  A. Sincethisisnot about parties, |
14 don't know what the end result of that was.
15 I'm not looking at Republican and Democrat.
16 I'mlooking at the holistic effect of the
17 legidation. But I'm sure you could look it
18 up.
19 Q. Doyou needtoliveinone of the
20 newly formed competitive congressional
21 districts to address your concerns about the
22 2023 map that the legislature passed?
23 A. Dol --no. Asadcitizen, | think

Page 37

1 redistricting this cycle?

2 A. Theleagueof Alabamahasan

3 advocacy committee, and what they dois

4 follow bills of interest for our organiza-

5 tion. And | am not on that advocacy

6 committee because they have to read alot of

7 different bills, but membership isinformed

8 when an important vote might be coming up

9 that you can or should weigh in on after
10 reading the background that has come to our
11 attention from the advocacy committee. So,
12 I'm not following every bill and not even
13 every bill that affects us, the League of
14 Women Voters, and | am not speaking for the
15 League. | want to underscore that here. But
16 I'm certainly informed when things like
17 Senate Bill 1 come out and House Bill 100 and
18 leaders who are authorized to speak went to

19 Montgomery and spoke against those hills.
20 Q. So,youdidn't speak persondly at
21 --

22  A. No. Only the president can speak

23 for the League.
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1 Q. Didyoureview any of the mapsthat

2 were submitted during the redistricting cycle

3 inthelegidlature?

4  A. | followed some of that, of course,

5 in the public media, and actually one of the

6 maps that was submitted early on was -- the

7 research on some of that was done by league

8 membersin North Alabama. But yes, I've seen
9 various maps that were submitted by various
members of the legidlature in general, but

that was now a couple of years ago.

Q. When you said that the League in
North Alabama did the research for one of the
maps, what do you mean by that?

A. Widll, they had done some data
crunching to show how changing linesin very
small ways could have provided more
opportunities. And again, thiswas not for
the congressional. Thiswas more just for
state level house and senate races.

Q. Doyou know if the League endorsed
acongressional redistricting maps?

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Page 40
1 totakeit out of your hands and do it

2 ourselves." And they had a special master

3 that presented three different possible

4 redistrictings, and the court chose the one

5 that ended up in the new Congressional
District 2.

6
7
8 (Defendant's Exhibit No. 1 identified.)
9

10 MR. SEISS: I'd like to share on my
11 screen what we'll mark as Exhibit 1. Can you
12 all seethat?

13 THE WITNESS: Yes.

14 Q. (By Mr. Seiss) Now, what's

15 currently on the screen, if you see at the

16 bottom, it says Act 2021-555 Map. That is
17 the 2021 map that the legislature (audio

18 faded out). What do you think of this map?
19 A. Wédl, I'm more concerned with

20 Jefferson County, and it continues to split
21 Jefferson County and take out heavily

22 minority sections of Jefferson County and

9 overruled by the Supreme Court, isthat the
10 oneyou'rereferring to?
11 Q. Moreor less, yes. What do you
12 think of that map?
13  A. | believethe Court said that the
14 legislature didn't follow the previous
15 guidance from the Supreme Court. But am |
16 correct inthat? They said that it had to be
17 redrawn, and that's where the court had to
18 bring in aspecial master?
19 Q. Andyou agree with what the court
20 found?
21 A. Widll, I think the court was fairly
22 straightforward in sayig, "We told you to do
23 this. Youdidn't do this. So, now we've got

23  A. TheLeaguedid not endorse any 23 include them in Congressional District 7 so
Page 39 Page 41
1 maps. 1 that the Congressional District 6 seemsto be
2 Q. Didyou submit any documentstothe | 2 aredly safe district and heavily white.
3 legislature during the redistricting 3 So, | did not like that map.
4 hearings? 4 Q. What district do you livein under
5 A. DidI? No. 5 this map?
6 Q. Haveyouseenthe2021 mapthatthe | 6  A. If that's--inthat map, |
7 legislature passed? 7 continueto livein Congressional District 6.
8 A. I'msurel have. Theonethat was 8 Only with the redrawn map, most recently

9 redrawn map, by a couple of streetsam | now
10 in Congressional District 7, which under-
11 scoresthe implausibility of doing this when
12 you're literally splitting a neighborhood
13 between two congressional districts, and you
14 don't haveto.
15 Q. Do you have an opinion about what
16 role, if any, that race played in the drawing
17 of thismap?
18 A. |think race played arole that was
19 never recognized or acknowledged, but you are
20 very clear to see what the turnout by raceis
21 invarious precincts in Jefferson County, and
22 you can also see the possibilities over past
23 electionsthat it would be really possible to
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1 form acoalition in Jefferson County to elect

2 amore moderate candidate of whatever party.
3 And the way that those neighborhoods were
4 pulled out clearly showed that there was
5 knowledge of the demographic makeup of those
6 neighborhoods. If you'rejust trying to
7 equalize population, you could have done it
8 in other ways and not pull those particular
9 neighborhoods out.
10 Q. Do you haveany direct evidence
11 that race was considered in the drawing of

12 this map?
13 A. No.
14 Q. Do you have an opinion about what

15 role, if any, that partisan politics played

16 in the drawing of this map?

17 A. Well, because one of the criteria
18 isawaysto try not to put incumbents

19 against each other, I'm sure that was one of
20 the objectivesis so that people of the same
21 party didn't have to face each other in a

Page 44
Q. Anddidyou livein Congressional

1
2 District 6 under this map?

3 A. Yes

4 MR. SEISS: Would now be agood

5 timeto take about a 10-minute break?

6 THE WITNESS: Yes.

7 MR. SEISS: Okay. Let'sdo that

8 and come back at 10:05.

9 (Break wastaken.)

10 Q. (By Mr. Seiss) I'd liketo follow

11 up on afew things that we talked about

12 earlier. You mentioned contacting

13 Representative Sewell earlier. When did you
14 try to contact her?

15 A. Oh, thiswasyearsand years ago,

16 not recently at all. And | knew that | was

17 not in her district. And actualy, it wasto

18 compliment her on an initiative she had done
19 inthe Congress. But my memory isthat my
20 email didn't go through, and | only surmise
21 it was because they had some sort of filter

1 district. That'sjust acriteria. But

2 that's my thought on that.

3 Q. I'mgoing to scroll to the next

4 page. You'll seeat thetop it says,

5 "Livingston Congressional Plan 3 2023," and

6 I'll represent to you that thisis the 2023

7 plan that the legislature adopted. What do

8 you think of this plan?

9 A. Wadll, | think one of the reasons
10 this plan, the 2023 plan adopted by the
11 legidlature did not passjudicia review is
12 because it attempts to do the same thing,
13 which was to keep only one district an
14 opportunity district for African Americans
15 and to pretty much keep the map as it was
16 before with sometweaks. And that's the --
17 in my understanding, that's the one the court
18 said, "Thiswill not go."
19 Q. What do you think about the split
20 in Jefferson County?
21  A. | wishthat Jefferson County could
22 remain whole. It continuesto split
23 Jefferson County and in the same ways.

22 congressional district. But that's not the 22 based on your address.
23 overwhelming reason to try to draw a 23 Q. Doyouremember what that
Page 43 Page 45

1 initiative was?
2 A. Dol remember what it was about, or
3 when?
4 Q. Yes, what theinitiative that you
5 were complimenting her on was about?
6 A. ldonot.
7 Q. You also talked about reaching out
8 to Senator Waggoner and Representative
9 Faulkner. When was that?
10 A. Wadll, | suspect that it was aslate
11 asthislegidative session becauseif I'm
12 not mistaken, Senator Waggoner was one of the
13 sponsors of the billsthat | opposed.
14 Q. Areyoutaking about SB1 and
15 HB100?
16 A. Yes. Andone of thosetwo hills,
17 he'slisted as the senate sponsor on.

18 Q. How did you try to contact Senator
19 Waggoner?

20 A. Emalil.

21 Q. Andisthat the samefor

22 Representative Faulkner?
23 A. Yes, athough | have used their
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1 phone before. 1've used Senator Waggoner's

2 phone answering service. It usualy hasa
3 staffer that answers, and you can just leave
4 ashort message about why you're calling.
5 Q. Didyou get in contact with anyone
6 from his staff?
7 A. No. What generally happensisyou
8 call and you -- it's something that's right
9 before the legislature, and you tell them who
10 you are and where you live and whether you
11 arefor it or against it, and they say,
12 "Thank you very much. I'll relay thisto
13 the senator.” So, | have had no direct
14 conversations with Senator Waggoner.
15 Q. Youmentioned earlier that the
16 principle of one person, one vote. What does
17 that mean to you?
18 A. That meansthat the citizen should
19 have the ability to cast avote that's equal
20 to other votes. And when your voteis
21 diluted by the way that the districts are
22 drawn, then your vote doesn't have the same
23 strength as another person’s vote does.

Page 48
1 district was or was not in compliance. But

2 I'm going to have to defer to the legal team
3 to give the specifics.

4 Q. What do you think the goals of

5 redistricting are?

6 A. What they are or what they should
7 be?

8 Q. Let'sstart with what they are.

9 A. Thegoasof redistricting, |

10 think, would vary based on the legislators
11 who are charged with doing the redistricting.
12 And it depends on what their overt goals are
13 and their covert goals are. But the goal

14 would be always, in my opinion, to keep

15 incumbents from running against each other.
16 That would be one. Oneisto satisfy the

17 technical requirements of judicial decisions
18 in Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. And
19 then the others are let's see what we can get
20 away with. And again, | think that's very

21 state specific.

22 Q. Andthenyou said earlier what you
23 think (audio faded out) should be the goals

Page 47
1 Q. Areyou taking about morethan

2 just in terms of equal population between
3 congressional districts?
4 A. Yes
5 Q. Doyouknow what the 2020 census
6 showed as to the populations of the existing
7 congressional districts?
8 A. No.
9 Q. So,youdon't know which districts
10 were over- or underpopul ated?
11  A. No.
12 Q. Youmentioned earlier redistricting
13 requirements that come from a case called
14 Gingles. What do you understand those
15 requirements to be?
16 A. Wadll,it'sbeenawhilesincel
17 read that, and so, I'm going to just say that
18 my memory is there were four or five specific
19 criteriathat the court laid out in that case
20 that were objectives of redistricting. And
21 so, it'snot that you just have to prove one
22 thing; it was afairly high bar that you had
23 to absorb multiple criteriato show whether a

Page 49

1 of redistricting, didn't you?

2 A. Thegoalsof redistricting should

3 betotry to keep political subdivisions as

4 whole as possible, and yet do justice by the

5 criteriathat the court and the law has set

6 out. The goa would beto try to equalize

7 voting by various constituencies so that

8 people have afair chance to have their

9 opinions carried at the ballot box. Not that
10 they're going to win every time, but they
11 would have a reasonable chance that the
12 candidate of their choice would prevail
13 sometimes. And the downside of not doing
14 that is people get despondent, they give up,
15 and they don't vote.
16 Q. Do you think competitive elections
17 isthe number one priority for redistricting?
18 A. Ilthinkit'sahigh priority for
19 redistricting, very high, because it elicits
20 interest, it elicits more viable candidates
21 and fundraising for them because you think
22 you might have a chance of prevailing. It
23 also -- research has shown it brings people
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1 to the middle because if you have to reach a

2 broader swath of the constituency, you cannot
3 afford to have extreme views on a number of
4 issues. SO, theresult might beina
5 competitive district, number one, that you
6 have viable candidates from parties that
7 choose to compete or third-party candidates;
8 number two, they raise more money because
9 they areviable candidates, and it'san
10 opportunity district; number three, voters
11 are excited because their vote might actually
12 prevail in this election, and then you find
13 that there's more turnout in the election.
14 Q. The benefits of competitive
15 elections that you just referenced, do you
16 seethat playing out in countywide elections
17 in Jefferson County?
18 A. ldonot. And!I'll say onereason
19 for that might be the straight party voting
20 that is permitted in Alabama, which only a
21 handful of states permit, only seven. Most
22 states have done away with it since about
23 2006, except Nevada, and they've added it in

Page 52
1 candidates.

2 Q. Isitfairto say that you'd have

3 to add more Republicans to a congressional

4 district, including all of Jefferson County,

5 to make it more competitive?

6 A. Wouldyou say that again, please?

7 Q. So, I think you talked about

8 earlier how your goal was to keep Jefferson

9 County whole --
10 A. Right.
11 Q. --asacongressiona district.
12 And so, my questionis: To make adistrict
13 containing all of Jefferson County more
14 competitive, would you have to add
15 Republicans?
16 A. AddRepublicans? Jefferson County
17 aready has a considerable percentage of
18 people who vote Republican. Y ou can see that
19 in election resultsin the over-the-mountain
20 communities. So, what keeping Jefferson
21 County whole might do is to allow candidates
22 that appeal to the specific interests of
23 Jefferson County in a more moderate way with

Page 51
1 thelast couple of years. But what happens

2 ispeoplewill vote a straight ticket as
3 opposed to giving the thought for public
4 service that these candidates have offered
5 themselves from both parties. That, in my
6 opinion, hurtsjudicia candidatesin
7 Jefferson County, and it hurts other
8 candidatesin heavily Republican countiesin
9 Alabama. Straight ticket voting is not
10 helpful to democracy in my opinion.
11 Q. Isitfair to say that the Democrat
12 usually wins a countywide electionin
13 Jefferson County?
14  A. |think that'sfair to say,
15 particularly if it's county elections. But
16 if you look at some of the statewide
17 electionsfor Jefferson County, it'sfairly
18 competitive in terms of the percentages. It
19 might be 50/40, 55/45, but it's not a
20 complete wrap for statewide candidates in
21 Jefferson County. Countywide races are a
22 different story because until recently, one
23 party has maybe not even chosen to field any

Page 53

specific policy positions and not just a"D"
or an"R" next to their name to come and
actualy participate in the process. What is
happening when you have aforegone conclusion
is the incumbent will not answer a candidate
guestionnaire. He or she will not debate,

7 will not answer detailed questions because

8 they don't need to. That is not helpful for

9 informed voting and an informed citizenry,
10 and it's not helpful for democracy.
11 Q. Whenyourereferringto a
12 candidate questionnaire, are you referring to
13 the League of Women V oters candidate
14 questionnaire (audio faded out)?
15 A. TheLeague of Women Voters
16 nationally has a system called VVote411.org,
17 which we would pay to participate in. You
18 can go to that site, you can enter your
19 address and enter which races you're
20 interested in or get your whole ballot. And
21 we have asked candidates who have applied for
22 those officesto fill out questionnaires that
23 aretailored to that particular race. All

OO0 WNPR

14 (Pages 50 - 53)

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660

800.808.4958



Case 2:21-cv-01291-AMM  Document 285-57

Filed 01/29/25 Page 15 of 76

Page 54
1 the candidates for a particular race get the

2 same questions. We get their results

3 unedited, and we put exactly what they answer 3 competitive?

4 on our website. But what is happening isthe
5 people who are running for an office will
6 giveyou long, thoughtful, detailed answers.
7 Theincumbent will choose never to reply.
8 So, what we do iswe put the answer from the
9 incumbent saying, "No answer received,” and
10 then you put the policy position from the
11 candidates, and it's not helpful. Wetry to
12 do candidate debates, and candidates will not
13 agreeto debate.
14 Q. Areyou seeing that across
15 incumbentsin both parties?
16 A. Aml seeingitin both parties?
17 Weéll, our experience is mostly in Alabama,
18 and since one party has really dominated for
19 thelast couple of decades, it's -- the
20 gubernatorial race, for example, we could not
21 get the incumbents to agree to a debate.
22 Q. InthisVote4ll, what isthe lowest
23 level of political geography that you all are

Page 56
1 Q. So,whatisthebasisof your

2 testimony that a certain election would be

4 A. | think, as| mentioned in my

5 previous deposition, that sometimes context

6 makesalot of difference, and issues can

7 come up in aparticular race that might

8 normally be a deeper, but because of things

9 coming together at election season, that it
10 getsalot moreinteresting. And if you have
11 thoseissues, if you have candidates that
12 gpeak to the issues, and importantly, if you
13 have reasonable district lines, you can find
14 avery competitive race. One example might
15 beinthelast election cycle, the Public
16 Service Commission, which is normally sort of
17 adeeper race for most people, got to be
18 pretty interesting because -- for a couple of
19 reasons. One was that power rates were going
20 up at the same time the election was going
21 on, and the person who was on the ballot who
22 isthe chair of the commission refused to
23 debate. And so, there were lots of issues

Page 55
1 doing questionnaires for?

2 A. City council, mayors, all the way
3 up to the president.
4 Q. So,forincumbent Democratsin
5 Jefferson County, are you seeing
6 participation in this questionnaire?
7 A. Yeah, moreso. We had acouple
8 that were countywide officers. They didn't
9 answer. I'll mention that. And | don't
10 know. Sometimesit might get lost among the
11 staff. But we do follow up from people who
12 do not respond by the deadline. Wetry to
13 bend over backwards to make sure that voters
14 get the full spectrum. And of course, no
15 surprise, thiswill be afull-court press
16 thisfall for general elections.
17 Q. Youtaked abit about the kind of
18 competitiveness of certain electionsin
19 Jefferson County. Have you conducted any
20 performance analyses yourself?

21  A. No.
22 Q. Doyouknow if the League has?
23  A. I don'tknow that. No.

Page 57
1 that -- if you look at Jefferson County's

2 results, even though that person was a twice
3 incumbent, she had afairly tough racein
4 Jefferson County. So, to make my point, it's
5 not across the board, but individual
6 elections context, perfect storms come
7 together. So, you can get viable races even
8 though on the surface it shouldn't be.
9 Q. Il'dliketo go back to Exhibit 1
10 that | was showing you earlier. Can you see
11 thismap that is on the screen?
12 A. Yes
13 Q. [I'll represent to you that thisis
14 the map that the three-judge court adopted
15 for the 2024 elections. What do you think of
16 this map?
17  A. | have no point of view on amap
18 that ajudicial panel has aready said meets
19 constitutional and legal thresholds. You
20 know, if it doesn't keep Jefferson County
21 whole, that's not ideal, but you don't always
22 get theideal.
23 Q. Doyou know if this map pairs any
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Page 58
1 incumbents?

2 A. ltdid pair incumbentsin the new

3 Didtrict 2. Asl understand it, it paired

4 two GOP congressmen against each other

5 initialy.

6 Q. Andareyou okay with amap that

7 pairstwo congressional incumbents?

8 A. Wadll, I thinkitisnotthe

9 ultimate goal of redistricting. It would be
10 helpful not to do that. But apparently the
11 court said that would be acceptable, or we
12 wouldn't have this map.
13 Q. Do you have an opinion about what
14 role, if any, that race played in the drawing
15 of thismap?
16 A. Wadll, therolethat race played was
17 that the map had to meet the Court's language
18 that it had to be black majority or something
19 closeto black majority, if | can recall the
20 language. Thisisnot -- | think thisdis-
21 trict is maybe 40-ish percent. So, it's not
22 as close as many people would have thought,
23 but it apparently passed judicial review.

Page 60
1 what candidate the GOP hasfielded, and you

2 have an incumbent who has been there a number

3 of termsin Congress. So, it would more

4 likely than not be as competitive asit could

5 beif the lines were drawn differently.

6 Q. Andwouldyou prefer District 7 to

7 be more competitive?

8 A. | would prefer every congressional

9 district to be more competitive. Thisisnot
10 about making sure that one party or one other
11 party prevails. It isallowing opportunities
12 for people to have candidates of their choice
13 to prevail in an election, and that might
14 mean joining acoalition of like-minded
15 voters.
16 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to pull these maps
17 now. Ms. Slay, are you registered to vote?

18 A. lam.
19 Q. Why didyou register to vote?
20  A. | grew uptaking local politics.

21 When | was 18 and dligible to vote, my father
22 was on the ballot as a sheriff in Clay
23 County, Mississippi. We are very much a

Page 59
Q. Do you have an opinion about what

something quite close to 50 percent means?

A. [ think it'sjust one way of
assuring people that they have one person,
one vote and that district lines aren't
artificially drawn to pack and crack African
Americans.

Q. Doyou know if Congressional
District 7 is competitive in this map?

A. | know where Congressional District
71s? Isthat what you're saying?

MR. BLACKSHER: Excuse me. | don't
mean to interrupt. | just can't understand
the question. If you could slow down again,
please, Mr. Seiss? Thank you.

MR. SEISS: Sure.

Q. (By Mr. Seiss) So, Congressional
Digtrict 7 isthislight blue district, and
I'm asking if you know if Congressional
District 7 is competitive between the
Democrat and Republican parties?

A. | would say superficialy the
answer might be no, but I'm not familiar with
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Page 61
1 family of retail politics, read papers,
2 obviously majored in political science,
3 understand the importance of citizen par-
4 ticipation, grass roots democracy. It'san
5 obligation and a privilege of citizenship.
6 Q. Didyou register to vote when you
7 turned 18?
8 A. Yes Otherwise, | couldn't have
9 voted.
10 Q. How didyou first register to vote?
11  A. | registered to votein personin
12 West Point, Mississippi.
13 Q. What about when you subsequently
14 registered to vote when you moved to
15 different states?
16 A. Probably up until Motor Voter, |
17 registered -- had to go to the registrar's
18 office. When | most recently registered to
19 vote, it was returning from assignment in
20 South Carolina and got a new driver's
21 license. Then| waséeligibleto vote -- to
22 register to vote because of the Help America
23 Vote Act, which was not instituted when |
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1 first started voting. Y ou had to physically

2 goand sign up to register at aregistrar's

3 office.

4 Q. Haveyou ever had any problems

5 registering to vote?

6 A. No

7 Q. Haveyou ever helped someone else

8 register to vote?

9 A. | havehelped peoplefill out voter
10 registration formsto register for the first
11 time or to change their mailing address or
12 their name. Thisiswhat the League of Women
13 Voters does.
14 Q. Inyour civic work, do you
15 encounter alot of people who are not
16 registered to vote?
17 A. | encounter people who are not
18 registered because they are recently eligible
19 to vote. I've encountered people who feel
20 likeit'sno point in voting. I've
21 encountered people who have voted since they
22 were 18 and they're now 80. So, you have a
23 whole spectrum of people.

Page 64
1 they arereluctant to register to vote

2 because they think they're not informed
3 enough to cast aballot and therefore, they
4 choose not to register at al. But there are
5 many reasons. On the other hand, for people
6 who have been incarcerated, understanding
7 that they can voteis an epiphany and abig
8 gift because they now feel like they are
9 totally reintegrated into society because
10 they now have the right to vote like other
11 citizensdo. And there are many people who,
12 because of laws, find that they cannot vote,
13 and yet they're paying taxes and doing other
14 parts of being a good citizen after having
15 paid their debt to society.
16 Q. Inyour work with people with
17 felony convictions, have you helped someone
18 obtain a Certificate of Eligibility to
19 Register to Vote or CERV?
20 A. | amnotdirectly involved in VRR.
21 We have a subcommitee that's doing that. And
22 | actually got some statistics on that this
23 week, and for Jefferson County they have

Page 63
1 Q. Doyou havearough percentage of

2 the people that you encounter in your civic
3 work that are not registered to vote?
4  A. |don't havethat. It wouldn't be
5 reliable anyway because I'm just one person.
6 | don't do thisevery day. Weregister
7 throughout the year, but obviously some
8 seasons are more hectic than others. We also
9 do voter restoration work, and what we have
10 found isthat many people think that they are
11 disenfranchised because of afelony
12 conviction, and in fact, they are not.
13 Q. You talked about people who
14 expressed the view that thereisno point in
15 voting. Do you know what they meant by that?
16  A. | think peoplewho are -- who have
17 had variousintersections with the government
18 do not think that their voice will matter or
19 that their vote will be important enough.
20 And one of those subcommunities are unhoused
21 people with whom | have had some inter-
22 actions, and many of them don't think it
23 mattersthat they vote. And interestingly,

Page 65
1 helped between 250 and 300 felons secure the

2 right to vote, and of those, 70 percent are
3 African Americans. Some of these don't
4 require CERV. Many of them don't. And yes,
5 thiscommitteeisinformed. They are -- have
6 accessto Alacourt, and they are doing this
7 work every day.
8 Q. Doyou know if this subcommittee
9 seeks pardons as well?
10 A. Wadll, asyou know, that'savery
11 laborious process, but they can help someone
12 navigate the process. One of the ambiguities
13 about the law that was just passed expanding
14 felonies regarding moral turpitude that the
15 League, NAACP and others have asked about, is
16 thisretroactive, are people that fedl like
17 they can vote because they were assured they
18 can, isthat franchise now going to be taken
19 away from them. We're awaiting some guidance
20 from the Secretary of State on this.
21 Q. Inyour work in helping people
22 register to vote, are you aware of any
23 praoblems that people have had?
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Page 66
1 A. Theformthatisused to register

2 tovotein Alabamaisalittle tricky, and

3 s0, there are some tiny little boxes that

4 need to be checked. And if they're not

5 checked, the registrar will reject your

6 ballot, and so -- or your registration

7 effort. So, that isone thing that we

8 actually just had training on yesterday

9 afternoon, statewide training on how to
10 properly fill out. There's actually acouple
11 of blocks on there that are mandatory and a
12 couple of blocks that are optional, but it's
13 not clear to the would-be voter whichis
14 which. So, thereisabit of navigation
15 required just to register to vote. And if
16 you want to mail in your application, Alabamg
17 does not provide an envelope. It does not
18 provide prepaid postage. So, that isan
19 expense that most people have to figure out
20 because most people don't have stamps lying
21 around the house anymore, and it actually
22 takestwo stampsto mail your application

Page 68
1 of State's office?

2 A. | wouldsay it'sprobably aletter
3 from the president to the Secretary of
4 State's office, but it could have been
5 through other means. So, there are severa
6 ambiguities that we're seeking some guidance
7 on.
8 Q. How often do you vote?
9 A. Wadll, I votewhenthereisan
10 election in which I'm entitled to vote.

11 Q. Doyouvotein genera elections?
12 A. Yes
13 Q. Primary elections?
14 A. Yes
15 Q. Primary runoff elections?
116 A. Yes
17 Q. Isitfairtosay that you votein
18 every election that you're able to?

19 A. ltisfairtosay that.
20 Q. Wheredo you currently vote?
21  A. | voteat Shades Crest Baptist

22 Church in Bluff Park, Hoover, Alabama.

10 registration form and about the voter

11 restoration effort and alittle bit of

12 discussion about the new legidlation and the
13 ambiguities there are.

14 Q. Haveyou ever interacted with the
15 Secretary of State's office?

16  A. No, | havenot.

17 Q. Doyouknow if the League interacts
18 with the Secretary of State's office?

19 A. TheLeague hasinteracted with the
20 Secretary of State's office.

21 Q. And so, the guidance that you had
22 referred to the League waiting on, did that
23 come about through an email to the Secretary

23 in. 23 Q. Haveyou ever had any problems
Page 67 Page 69
1 Q. Youreferredtotraining earlier. 1 voting there?
2 Isthat training internally in the League? 2 A. No.
3 A. No. Actualy, there were some 3 Q. Doyou ever work at the pollson
4 other nonprofits on aZoom call yesterday, 4 election day?
5 and we advertised this on our website. So, 5 A. | havenaot.
6 anybody could have registered to Zoom in. 6 Q. Haveyou ever helped somebody vote
7 And there were a number of different kinds of| 7 on election day?
8 civic organizations on that Zoom yesterday 8 A. No.
9 afternoon. It was about how to usethevoter | 9 Q. Areyou amember of any political

10 party at the state or county level?

11  A. No.

12 Q. What palitical primary do you
13 typicaly vote?

14  A. Why should | answer that?

15 MR. BLACKSHER: And you can choose
16 --

17 I think the witness can choose not

18 to answer the question of how she votes.

19 A. Youcanlook it up anyway.

20 MR. SEISS: Areyou instructing the
21 witness not to answer the question?

22 MR. BLACKSHER: No. I'll leaveit
23 upto her, but | think that she has-- |
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Page 70
1 think she hasthe right under Alabama and

2 United States law to decline to say how she
3 votes.
4 Q. (ByMr. Seiss) Haveyou ever voted
5 straight ticket?
6 A. No
7 Q. Haveyou ever attended a meeting of
8 apoalitical party?
9 A. | haveattended one meeting last
10 year of apolitical party because the speaker
11 was an expert on education initiativesin
12 Alabama, and | wanted to hear what she had to
13 say.
14 Q. Doyoutypically support a
15 particular political party?
16 A. Whatl typicaly doisto see what
17 the priorities and the policy positions are
18 of acandidate and support the candidate that
19 most closely aligns with my priorities and my
20 policy positions.
21 Q. Anddoesthat individual evaluation
22 tend to typically lead to your supporting one
23 particular party?

Page 72
1 Q. Doyouthink black people have a

2 say in that party's decisions?
3 A. Wadll, seeing as how I'm not on the
4 inside of either party structure in my county
5 or my state, | wouldn't have areal informed
6 position, but based on maybe leadership
7 positions that perhaps one party has more
8 leverage than other African Americans do,
9 just based on publicly available information
10 about who's in the leadership positions. But
11 I'm not privy to either party's behind-the-
12 scenes discussions or dialogue.
13 Q. Isitfarrtosay that there are
14 black peoplein leadership rolesin the
15 Alabama Democratic Party?
16  A. Yes, that would befair.
17 Q. Arethereissuesthat you agree
18 with the Republican party on?

19 A. Yes
20 Q. What are some of those issues?
21  A. | think that the parties -- both

22 parties, but certainly the Republican party
23 nationally has made an issue of the national

Page 71
1 A. Overthelast couple of decades, it

2 hasled me to more one party than the other
3 only because the parties have diverged
4 significantly in their priorities and their
5 policy positions. They used to be more
6 closely aligned and had more nuanced
7 positions on -- example, tax policy or
8 tariffs, but it's not that way anymore. Y ou
9 have amuch more polarized party structure.
10 Q. Do you know how many timesin the
11 last 10 yearsthat you've voted for a
12 candidate from the party that you do not
13 typically support?
14  A. | would say acouple of times, and
15 again, thisis aproblem that's a Jefferson
16 County issue. | vote for the best judicial
17 candidates that are on the ticket after
18 careful research. Whichever party they are
19 in, it'sthe better candidate.
20 Q. Doyou think that the party that
21 youtypically vote for is open to black
22 people?
23  A. Yes.

Page 73
1 debt. That'satrueissue. | certainly

2 agree that something needs to be done about
3 it, the differences in how you make up the
4 shortfall in the incoming money to the
5 federa treasury. But the fact that we have
6 atrillion dollar or more national debt
7 should be of certain to both parties, and the
8 GOP, to their credit, has raised that as an
9 issue. | also agreethat Chinaisared
10 issue, areal problem, and | think the GOP
11 hasdone agood job of calling that out.

12 Q. Anything else?

13 A. Wdl, if you give metimeto think
14 about it. But no. | think that's good for
15 right now.

16 Q. Haveyou ever run for office?

17 A. No.

18 Q. Why not?

19 A. Why not?

20 Q. Yes

21 A. Wadl, I've been afairly nomadic

22 resident of various states, and so, that
23 really hasn't been in the cards.
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Page 74
1 Q. Haveyouever beeninvolvedina

2 political campaign?
3 A. Yes
4 Q. What campaigns?
5 A. Oh, I cango back to Eugene
6 McCarthy, George McGovern, Barry Goldwater,
7 my father's campaigns, William Winter in
8 Mississippi.
9 Q. What campaigns have you been
10 involved ininthelast 10 years?
11 A. Whenyou say "involved," what does
12 that mean?
13 Q. Hadaroleinthe campaign
14 apparatus?
15 A. None. I'maloyal $10.00 check
16 writer for various campaigns.
17 Q. And so, when you refer to McGovern
18 and Goldwater, isthat the same kind of
19 involvement that you're referring to?
20 A. Wdl, if you remember when
21 Goldwater was running, | was a teenager at
22 that time. So, | wasn't writing any $10.00
23 checks, but | was sort of rah-rahing from the

Page 76

1 process?
2 A. What does who need?
3 Q. What doesit mean to you --
4 A. Oh.
5 Q. --tobeableto fully participate
6 inthe political process?
7 A. Gosh, that'sagreat question. And

8 it really means aholistic view of the

9 political process. So, the end of that
10 processisthe ballot box, but there'sa
11 wholelot that comes before it. So, one of
12 the waysto participate fully isto have fair
13 mapsfor the districts. Another way isto
14 try to make voting as easy as possible for
15 those who are éligible and legally able to
16 vote. So, right now, Alabama makesit really
17 hardto vote. We don't have early voting.
18 Wedon't have drop boxes. We don't have
19 curbside voting as of 2021. We havereally
20 rigid reasons to request an absentee ballot.
21 There's only a handful of reasons, and you
22 don't get an automatic absentee ballot if
23 you're over 65 or you're disabled. You have

Page 75
1 siddlines.

2 Q. Other than with money, have you

3 ever publicly supported a political campaign

4 inthelast 10 years?

5 A. Last 10years? No, | don't think

6 so. I'mtrying to -- with positionsin the

7 League, we'rereally fairly stringent on

8 being nonpartisan.

9 Q. Whatisyour perception of the
10 strength of the Alabama Democratic Party?
11  A. May | say that the Alabama
12 Democratic Party isin disarray, and it needs
13 restructuring; it needs reinvigoration of
14 leadership and probably needs alittle bit
15 more grace and compassion internally so that
16 they can become aviable aternative to the
17 other party in Alabama-- if | could say this
18 --if thereverse weretrue. It'salways
19 better for citizens in democracy to have two
20 healthy parties competing against each
21 other.
22 Q. What doesit meanto you to be able
23 to fully participate in the political

Page 77
1 aredly tricky voter registration form. You

2 haveto physically get your ballot in on a
3 certain day, not aweekend as we know, on a
workday, and you cannot now give somebody gas
money to take you to the polls because that
runs afoul of newly passed legislation. The
Voting Rights Act has been interpreted to
mean it's ot just going to the poalls; it's
lots of ways that you're able to fully engage
in the political process. Our voter
registration forms, our ballots are not in
braille. They'renot in Spanish. They are
really narrowly construed, as is the way you
get your ballot to the polls. So, al of
thisis not helpful to being engaged in the
political process.

Q. So,isitfairto say that if the
ideal congressional districting map were
passed, that that would only be one piece, in
your view, of insuring that people can fully
participate in the political process?

A. | think that's an imminently fair
statement. And what is happening, if you
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Page 78
1 look at this again holistically, is that

2 voting is being made smaller. It's being
3 suppressed by a number of different things
4 working together in the synergy. So, the end
5 resultisit'sredly hard to get an accurate
6 ballot at a certain time, a certain place
7 without running afoul of various legalities,
8 and you cannot -- you cannot appreciate,
9 living in an urban area like this, how hard
10 it might be to get to that one polling place
11 without a car on a certain time, certain day
12 when the person with the car isin arural
13 county and has had to drive to another county
14 to go to work.
15 Q. Haveyou ever voted absenteein
16 Alabama?
17 A. | surehave, anditisnot easy,
18 let metell you.

19 Q. Canyou explain what you mean by
20 that?
21 A. |Ifirst--thefirst timel voted

22 absentee was 2016, and that meant that | had
23 to go to the Bessemer courthouse, not the

Page 80
A. | believel do.

1
2 Q. Areyouaware of specific
3 individuals who have not been able to
4 understand the voter registration form?
5 A. |think that Alabamahasa-- hasa
6 considerable number of people who don't have
7 English astheir first language or low
8 literacy or are disabled and would have to
9 redly have help. And the print is not that
10 big, by the way, for people of a certain age
11 tobe ableto readit. 1 only found out
12 yesterday that two of those blocks were
13 optional because, again, it doesn't say
14 "optiona" on there, and the blocks refer to
15 your race and your sex. But there'stwo
16 blocks at the top that ask whether you're a
17 U.S. citizen and whether you're 18, tiny
18 little blocks. And many people miss putting
19 an"X" in those blocks, in which case they
20 won't accept your application.
21 Q. What doesit mean to you to be able
22 to have avoicein the political process?
23 A. Wadl, gosh, that coversalot of

)%

Page 79
1 downtown courthouse because we have two

2 courthousesin Jefferson County. So, | have
3 to drive over there and submit my absentee
4 ballot, but there's no place to vote
5 privately. You're sitting at some chair in
6 theregistrar's office, and you are hoping
7 that you havefilled it al out correctly. |
8 voted -- during the Covid epidemic they
9 alowed some voting at the registrar's office
10 before election day, and | went over and
11 voted absentee there at the Bessemer court-
12 house again. Thefirst timel tried to vote
13 absentee, | went to the wrong courthouse and
14 got turned around.
15 Q. Youtaked earlier about the voter
16 registration form. Do you know how long the
17 voter registration form is?
18 A. It'sonepage. On the opposite
19 sideit's-- helpfully, it showsthe
20 registrar's addresses for al the countiesin
21 Alabama.
22 Q. Do you understand everything on the
23 voter registration form?

Page 81
1 territory. But it meansthat you get al of

2 therights guaranteed to you in the Bill of
3 Rights about expressing an opinion, even an
4 unfavorable opinion. It means that you get
5 to engagein free writing, free speech. It
6 means that you have an opportunity to get
7 informed and vote and then seek redress of
8 your grievances through the electoral process
9 or through your elected representatives.

10 It'sawide spectrum, thanks to our being a

11 democracy.

12 Q. Inélections, doyou believe that

13 every voter'svoiceis heard?

14  A. Ithink, again, asvotes are -- as

15 districts are configured, some votes can

16 carry more weight than others. So, yes,

17 you're heard. You just aren't heard as

18 loudly in some places.

19 Q. So,if someone'sballot is counted,

20 but their candidate loses, does that mean

21 that their voice is not heard?

22 A. Thatwasalittlegarbled. If you

23 could say that again, please?
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Page 82
Q. So, say you votein an election,

and your vote is counted, but your preferred
candidate loses. Do you fedl like you still
had avoicein that election?

A. Oh, sure. Absolutely. You don't
get to not -- you know, every time you lose
it doesn't mean you didn't have a voice.

Q. Because everyone's preferred
candidate can't dlways win, right?

A. Wdl, mathematically that's true.
But sometimes even losing carries a message.
So, when somebody has been an incumbent and
they barely squeak by, that might be a
wake-up call that they might need to pay more
attention to constituencies or they might
need to look at their positions on certain
issues. So, even losing can carry a message.

Q. | am about at the end of my
guestions, but I'd like to take another 10-
minute break just to regroup with my team and
seeif there's anything else that we need to
ask. Doesthat sound okay?

A. Sure.
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1 Q. What statistics are you referring

2 to?
3 A. |l wasreferring to the difference
4 between the population of African Americans
5 in Alabama versus the percentage that are
6 incarcerated and the 27.6 percent versus the
7 52.7 percent that came up earlier. And |
8 wanted to make sure | had some of the verbs
9 correct from the Felony Expansion Law for
10 solicitation and conspiracy to commit the
11 crime versusthe crimeitself. So, just some
12 short notes on legiglation and how it might
13 affect -- racially impact the population of
14 Alabama.
15 Q. So,the statistics and then notes
16 on SB1 and HB100, that's everything that's on
17 your notes?
18 A. | aso have some notes on which --
19 how many states allow in-person voting and
20 curbside voting and some of the ways that
21 voting is made easier, just numbers of
22 states.

23 Q. Isthat --

Page 83
MR. SEISS: S0, let's break for 10

minutes and come back at 11:05.
(Break was taken.)

Q. (By Mr. Seiss) | just have afew
more questions, and then my colleague Mr.
Taunton will have afew questions as well for
you. Y ou mentioned having notes with you for
this deposition?

A. Sure.

Q. Didyou consult those notes at any
point during the deposition?

A. | think | reviewed them before we
started, and of course, during the break |
may have reviewed some of the statitics.
But yes.

Q. Why did you prepare notes for the
deposition?

A. Becausel didn't want to be
inaccurate when | said something about
20 percentages, and | wanted to make sure | got
21 the specifics of the two pieces of
22 legidation that | felt might come up in this
23 deposition.
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A. And--

1
2 Q. Goahead.
3 A. --onething because absentee
4 ballotsisbecoming anissue. And so, | also
5 have anote that saysin 2022 primaries, only
6 25,000 absentee ballots were cast, and yet
7 thelegislation, SB1 was alegedly about,
8 quote, "ballot harvesting." So, those are
9 the kinds of notes | have.
10 Q. Isthereanything else sitting here
11 today that you expect to testify about at
12 tria that we have not discussed here today?
13 A. | don'tbelieveso. You'vebeen
14 fairly wide ranging.
15 Q. Doyou have any additional
16 information related to the litigation that we
17 have not discussed here today?
18 MR. BLACKSHER: Object to form.
19 You may answer.
20 A. | don't have-- not having a
21 specific question, | don't have a specific
22 answer.
23 MR. SEISS: Okay. Thank you, Ms.
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Page 86
1 Slay. That'sall the questionsthat | have.

2 Asl mentioned, Mr. Taunton will have afew
3 questionsfor you.
4 EXAMINATION
5 BY MR. TAUNTON:
6 Q. Goodmorning, Ms. Slay. My nameis|
7 Michael Taunton. I'm with Balch & Bingham
8 and | represent the two legislator defendants
9 inthislawsuit. That's Representative
10 Pringle and Senator Livingston. We're not
11 going to be very long. | just had acouple
12 of follow-up questions that | wanted to ask
13 just sitting here, some things that I'd heard
14 said that | didn't quite understand. First,
15 sincey'al just talked about your notes, |
16 do have acouple of follow-up questions on
17 that, and the first actually maybeisto your
18 counsel, which is whether he would mind
19 scanning and sending us a copy of those

Page 88
1 for today's deposition, how did you prepare
2 those? Did you prepare those by consulting
3 Google? Were you talking with your counsel?
4 How did you prepare those notes?
5 A. Wadl, I reviewed testimony from my
6 deposition last year to see what questions
, 7 got brought up and what day that was shared.
8 | read the testimony of the two expert
9 witnesses that we have had input on. I've
10 read the pleadings from the most recent suit
11 by plaintiffs and defendants, and | have done
12 my normal work, which is to understand the
13 implications of SB1 and House Bill 100 and to
14 just get some recent information on how many
15 statesalow what kinds of voting. So,
16 Google maybe, but more -- yes, and you know,
17 other publicly available information.
18 Q. Sure. Didyour counsel have any
19 input into preparing those notes that --

2 for him, my notes --
3 MR. BLACKSHER: What was the
4 question?

5 THE WITNESS: They want my notes.
6 MR. BLACKSHER: Wsdll, | --
7 MR. TAUNTON: Jim, she brought

8 notes, and she --

9 MR. BLACKSHER: I'll doiit (audio
10 faded out). I'll have to find somebody in
11 this office who can make a copy. We can get
12 it done.
13 MR. TAUNTON: Okay. Ifit'sa
14 problem, I'm just across the street. So, I'm
15 happy to walk over and grab them, but |
16 figureit will be easiest if you scan them.

17 THE WITNESS:. Balch & Bingham.
18 MR. BLACKSHER: Yeah. Okay.
19

20 (Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 identified.)
21

22 Q. (By Mr. Taunton) Just a couple of

23 questions. When you were preparing the notes

20 notes. 20 A. No.
21 MR. TAUNTON: I'dask thatthey be |21 Q. --you brought today?
22 marked as Defendant's Exhibit 2. 22 A. No.
23 Jim, isthat fine? 23 Q. Okay. Andyou said you read a
Page 87 Page 89
1 THE WITNESS: Will you scan notes 1 couple of expert reports. Do you recall

2 which reports those were?
3  A. Thesearefrom the two academics
4 that | believe will be introduced, one from
5 the University of Alabama and the other from
6 the University of West Alabama, that have
7 some historical perspective on racial
8 politicsin Alabama.
9 Q. Didyou haveany discussion with
10 those experts, you know, asthey were
11 preparing their report? Y ou don't have to
12 tell me--

13 A. ldo--
14 Q. --whatthey said.
15 A. --not know them. | just read

16 their finished reports.

17 Q. Okay. Thank you. Just real quick,

18 going back and following up on one other

19 specific, you and Mr. Seiss earlier were

20 talking about the voter registration form,

21 and he had asked you if you were aware of any
22 specific individuals who could not understand

23 that form. | know you talked alittle bit
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Page 90
1 about the font size, and you talked alittle

bit about, you know, whether or not it was
available in a different language, Spanish or
alanguage like that. But I'm not sure |
actually heard a specific answer to that
guestion. So, I'll ask it, whichis, are you
aware of any specific individuals who could
not understand the voter registration form?
A. 1 would say that with some of the
elderly people who are having to update their
form, it can be alittle confusing at times.
I wouldn't go as far as saying they couldn't
understand it, but you may haveto explain it
in adifferent way. There's aplace that you
don't haveto fill in, whichisif you're
changing your name, and some people think you
haveto fill in everything, and there's a
place that if you livein arural area, you
have to draw amap. And so, some people
might think they have to draw a map when they
don't because they livein acity. So, it's
more sort of putting afull explanation on
the form, and that becomes somewhat more
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1 person, onevote. SO, let me ask you about

2 this. | think he had asked you whether that
3 meant more than equal population, and | think
4 you said that it did. Do you recall that

5 testimony? Am | recounting that correctly?
6 A. It meant more than equal

7 population?

8 Q. Yes maam.

9 A. ldon't--1don'trecal saying it
10 that way.
11 Q. Again, I'm probably summarizing.

12 So, maybe let me just ask the question again,
13 and we'll make sure that | recall for sure.

14 Y ou had mentioned earlier one person, one
15 vote. What in your understanding does that
16 mean?

17  A. My understanding isthat the votes
18 can be weighted equally so that the voteisa
19 viable way to have an opportunity to get the
20 candidate of your choice or the ballot

21 initiative of your choiceto prevail. But

22 when districts are created so that there's an
23 overwhelming possibility that one point of

Page 91
1 frequent when we go to assisted living or

2 nursing homes where people need to update
3 their precinct they're voting in.

4 Q. So, haveyou personally had to

5 explain --

6 A. Yes |-

7 Q. --portionsof --

8 A. --have I'm--

9 Q. --the--
10 A. --sorry to bewinding around, but
11 yes. The answer isyes.
12 Q. Okay. Andwhen you provided that

13 explanation, did you feel like they under-
14 stood what they needed to do?

15 A. ldo.

16 Q. Youtaked acouple of timesin

17 this deposition about the weighting of votes,
18 and | wasn't sure | fully understood what you
19 meant by that. And so, | just wanted to

20 follow up abit on that. | think maybe the
21 first timeit came up -- it came up a couple
22 of times, but maybe the first time iswhen
23 you and Mr. Seiss were talking about a one

Page 93
view prevails over another, that is not

alowing votes to be weighed equally.

Q. Okay.

A. If that makes sense.

Q. That'shelpful. Let mejust ask
you a couple of follow-up questions on that.
So, if -- and just go with me. If you don't
understand my hypothetical, let me know, and
we'll try to work through it. | want to make
sure | understand what you mean by weighed.
So, if we have atheoretical district of 100
peopleinit, and 90 of those people are
Republicans and 10 of those people are
Democrats, do you think that those votes then
15 areweighed equally?
16  A. Youknow, I'm not truly comfortable
17 with that question because you're not voting
18 the same for every possibility. So, again,
19 if you had 90 Republicans and 10 Democrats in
20 onedistrict and 90 Republicans and 10
21 Democratsin another district, the results
22 might be different based on what the issues
23 are and whether there could be some crossing
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1 over of points of view. So -- but if I'm one

2 of the 10 in the minority, it certainly

3 appearsto methat my voteisnot going to

4 carry the same weight because if people are

5 voting on party lines, if they're voting

6 straight ticket, then my vote will never

7 prevail.

8 Q. Okay. So, let me--1 think noting

9 your sort of -- what's the word I'm looking
10 for here -- reservations, | think you
11 answered the question. And so -- at least
12 enough that we can talk about this. So, if
13 we have two districts, and they have equal
14 population, but one is weighted very heavily,
15 you know, towards one party, and one has, you
16 know, equal weighting in adifferent way,
17 again, do you -- I'm not asking my question
18 very well. Isit your understanding that
19 under the scenario that | provided and that
20 you provided an answer to, that that would be
21 aviolation of the one person, one vote
22 rule? Do you have an understanding of that?
23 MR. BLACKSHER: Object to form.

Page 96
1 makeup of the district, not just based on the

2 fact that you voted for them?

3 A. Asl expressed earlier, thiswhole

4 thingsisaholistic process. The

5 redistricting linesis one part of it. One

6 part of it ishow many people have been

7 disenfranchised from voting in the first

8 place and for what reason, how many ways are

9 you allowing votersto get to the polls. So,
10 there are a spectrum of ways that al involve
11 the political process, and the Court has
12 ruled it's not just getting to the ballot
13 box; it'sall the waysthat acitizen hasa
14 process to be involved and to have his or her
15 voice heard under the Voting Rights Act.
16 It'snot just casting the ballot.
17 Q. Okay. So, do you understand that
18 isalegal -- do you understand that what we
19 just talked about -- you mentioned the Voting
20 Rights Act. | asked you about that. Talking
21 about the one person, one vote principle
22 though for a second, do you understand what
23 you just talked about is alegal requirement

D

Page 95
1 You may answer.

2 A. Tome, one person, one vote means
3 that everybody has an equal opportunity to
4 havetheir voice heard and that it has a
5 viable opportunity of prevailing at least
6 sometimes. That's, to me, what one person,
7 onevoteis. Obviously, you can aso
8 interpret it as overt voter suppressionin
9 which you are preventing people from getting
10 to the ballot box; you are preventing them
11 from making it easier to get to the ballot
12 box. But when the day is done, it -- your
13 vote needs to count equally to other people
14 who are voting.
15 Q. (By Mr. Taunton) And when you say
16 "count equally,"” you mean that you have a --
17 that your candidate of choice has an
18 opportunity to win the election?
19 A. Sometimes. Perhaps not every time,
20 but has a chance of prevailing in the
21 electoral process.
22 Q. Andyou mean achanceto prevail
23 based on the demographics, based on the

Page 97
1 under the one person, one vote principle, or

2 isthat an aspirational goal under the one

3 person, one vote principle?

4 A. Okay. Sincel'mnot alawyer, I'm

5 not going to answer the lega part, but |

6 would definitely say it should be an

7 aspirational goa of al of those who have a

8 rolein the electoral process.

9 Q. Butyoudon't know then whether or
10 not it'salegal requirement?

11  A. | would defer to the legal team on
12 that.
13 Q. Doyou know whether the -- when the

14 districts were drawn by the Alabama state
15 legislature in 2021 following the 2020

16 census, whether each of those congressional
17 districts had equal population? Do you know?
18 A. | donot have firsthand knowledge
19 of it. | would assume that the legislature
20 made a good faith effort to meet population
21 guidelines when they drew that 2021 map
22 because it was a direct result of the census
23 of 2020.
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1 Q. Doyouknow if when they redrew the

2 map in 2023 at the special session whether
3 those districts, congressional districts, had
4 equal population under the 2020 census?
5 A. | would say that to meet the
6 requirements of the law that they would have
7 to come as close as practical to doing that.
8 It's -- you can make multiple maps meet
9 population requirements that have other ends
10 other than equal population.
11 (Discussion off the record.)
12 Q. (By Mr. Taunton) All right. Maybe
13 just one other sort of line of questions
14 here, and then I'll ask and make sure we're
15 done. But you had stated earlier in your
16 deposition that creating competitive
17 elections was (@) afundamental goal of
18 redistricting or something to that effect.
19 Havel characterized your testimony on that
20 fairly?
21  A. | wouldsayit'sagoal of
22 redistricting.
23 Q. Now, let meask you this--

Page 100
1 politicsin general because the candidates
2 would have to meet a broader spectrum of
3 congtituents, and they would have to answer
4 for awhole spectrum of policies, and the
5 likely result would be less extreme positions
6 of whatever party, more moderation and more
7 viable candidates in which citizens would be
8 excited to vote and therefore, have a higher
9 turnout for those elections.
10 Q. Andyouwould describe those as --
11 those are the reasons then that you filed
12 thislawsuit?
13 A. Yes
14 Q. Do youknow whether alegislature
15 ispermitted -- and when | say "permitted,” |
16 mean legally permitted to draw district lines
17 that favor one political party?
18 A. Yes The Supreme Court has said
19 that they're not in a position of ruling on
20 political gerrymandering; that is not the
21 role of the courts. And so, since they
22 haven't ruled onit, it appears that
23 political gerrymandering has passed review.

Page 99

1 A. Letmejustadd|'m not saying it's

2 alegal goal. I'm saying it'sagoal for the

3 democratic process.

4 Q. Youanticipated my guestion, which

5 iswhether or not that was alegal goal or an

6 aspirational goal. And so, | think you've

7 answered that. Let me ask you this though:

8 Did you file this lawsuit with the hopes of

9 creating more politically competitive
10 electionsin the state of Alabama? Was that
11 one of the reasons you filed this lawsuit?
12 A. No. Thereason wefiled this
13 lawsuit wasto try to make a district where
14 Jefferson County was whole, and that the
15 Jefferson County citizens could vote for
16 candidates that met the specific priorities
17 and policy aspirations of Jefferson County
18 citizens. | would say that based on history
19 and some of the expert testimony from the
20 professors that Jefferson County has a higher
21 propensity to form coalitions, and it might
22 be that we would end up not about political
23 parties, but about more moderation in

Page 101

Q. Do you know whether avoiding
pairing of incumbents against each other can
be agoal of redistricting?

A. ltcanbe.

Q. Do you have an opinion about
whether or not that's a good or bad thing?

A. Weéll, seeing as1'm not an

8 incumbent, | would say no, | don't have an
9 opinion. | think it just -- it creates

10 problems for whatever party finds those two
11 incumbents running against each other, but it
12 isagoal, but not the superior goal of
13 redistricting.
14 Q. AndI'mjust sort of asking your
15 opinions on this, but can avoiding pairing
16 incumbents against each other be a good thing
17 for democracy, you know, to try to make sure
18 that a state has representatives who can gain
19 seniority in their particular legisative
20 body?
21  A. | don'tthink that that's a goal
22 that | support because incumbency generates a
23 lot of money, and it generates complacency
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Page 102
1 with the incumbent, whoever he or sheis, and

2 it would be great for democracy if incumbents
3 had to debate each other and explain their
4 votesto their constituents and let the
5 votersdecide.
6 Q. Anddo you know whether legidative
7 projects can span more than one legidlative
8 term?
9 A. Whenyou say "legidative
10 projects," are you talking state or national ?
11 Q. Either.
12 A. Yes, they can span more than one
13 legidative term.
14 Q. And so, to accomplish, you know,
15 some of those harder legislative projects,
16 might alegislator need to be elected to more
17 than one term?
18 A. No. Asamatter of fact, what is
19 happening is there's along-term national
20 infrastructure project in this country that
21 representatives are taking credit for in
22 Alabamathat voted against it. So, | don't
23 see any advantage to their incumbency because

Page 104
1 it was afew decades ago in the Congress.
2 Q. Okay. Do you have an understanding
3 of what roleit plays today?
4  A. | have somethoughtsonit, but |
5 am not an expert on congressional politics.
6 MR. TAUNTON: | don't have any
7 other questions, maam. | don't know if your
8 lawyer does or if Mr. Seiss has any follow-
9 ups, but I don't have any more. Thank you so

10 much.

11 THE WITNESS: You're welcome.
12 Do you have any questions?
13 MR. BLACKSHER: We have no

14 questions.
15 MR. TAUNTON: Thank you, Ms. Slay.
16 We appreciate you coming in this morning. |
17 know thiskind of thing isn't fun, and I'm

18 sure Mr. Seissfeelsthe sameway. But thank
19 you for sitting here and answering our

20 guestions.

21 THEWITNESS: You'rewelcome.

22 (Deposition concluded at 11:30 am. Central
23 Standard Time.)
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1 they didn't help that project at all.

2 Q. What about for those that did help
3 that project?
4  A. Weél, they should run on that.
5 They should run on that vote and seeif the
6 voters agree with them.
7 Q. Do you have any understanding of
8 therolethat seniority of legidators plays
9 inlegidative bodies?
10 A. Wadll, | understand that it used to
11 have alot more power than it does now,
12 having the number of southern senators that
13 we have in charge of various committees.
14 Yes, | understand seniority in the Congress.
15 Q. Whenyou say it haslessrole than
16 it does now, do you mean that it has less of
17 arolefor Alabamathan it does now, or it
18 haslessof arolein the legislative bodies
19 than it does now?
20 A. Ilthinkit haslessrolethanit
21 had back in the '40s, '50s, '60s in which the
22 chairsof the committees had alot of power,
23 and it has not -- it is not to the same level
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1 CERTIFICATE
2 STATE OF ALABAMA
3 LAUDERDALE COUNTY
4
5 | hereby certify that the above and
6 foregoing proceedings were taken down by me
7 in stenotype, and the questions and answers
8 thereto were reduced to computer print under
9 my supervision, and that the foregoing
10 represents atrue and correct transcript of
11 the testimony given by said witness upon said
12 proceedings.
13 | further certify that | am neither
14 of counsel nor of kin to the parties to the
15 action, nor am | anywise interested in the
16 result of said cause.
17 Signed the 2nd day of August, 2024.
18
19
20

21 Slacy Mmays, CCR
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1Tt there are changes iIn form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer"s Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f)(1) whether a review was requested
and, i1f so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, 1f any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys i1n relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed In accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions 1s committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally ldentifiable
Information (PI1l1). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted In an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted In a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of i1ts subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions*
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext"s Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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EXHIBIT
1




Lauderdale

Limestone

Madison Jackson
Colbert
Lawrence Morgan
Franklin
: Cullman
Marion Winston
a Etowah
Walker
Lamar Calhoun
Fayette
B Cleburne
Talladega
Pickens Clay Randolph
Greene Bibb
Coosa Chambers
Hale
Perry
Sumter
Dallas
Marengo
Wilcox
Choctaw
Barbour
Clarke
Butler Crenshaw
Monroe Henry
Washington Coffee Dale
Conecuh
Covington
Escambia
Houston
Geneva
Mobile

©2021 CALIPER; ©2020 HERE



Case 2:21-cv-01291-AMM  Document 285-57  Filed 01/29/25 Page 60 of 76

Figure 10
Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 1
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63. Majority-Black District 2 encompasses part of Mobile County, extends

north to include all of Washington and Choctaw Counties, then east through the
Black Belt counties. Henry, Barbour, and Russell Counties form the eastern
boundary. The northeast part of Montgomery County is merged into District 3.

64. Majority-Black District 7 encompasses part of Jefferson and

Tuscaloosa Counties as well as Sumter County on the Mississippi state line. Dallas

and Wilcox Counties form the eastern border of District 7.
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Figure 12

Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 2
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68.  Under Illustrative Plan 2, District 2 1s similar in geographic extent to
[lustrative Plan 1. Additional areas of Montgomery County are merged into District
3, allowing parts of Dothan in Henry County to be joined with District 2.

69. The boundary between District 1 and District 2 in and around Dothan
generally tracks the boundary between current State Senate Districts 28 and 29.

There are no 2020 VTD splits in Henry County under Illustrative Plan 2. (Like

29
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Figure 14
Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 3
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75.  Majority-Black District 2 encompasses part of Mobile County and
extends east to encompass Macon and Bullock Counties.

76.  Majority-Black District 7 encompasses part of Jefferson County and
extends south to Tuscaloosa County and west to Sumter and Pickens Counties.

77.  The table in Figure 15 shows 2020 summary population statistics for

[llustrative Plan 3. Exhibit I-1 contains detailed 2020 population statistics by

district.
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Figure 16

Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 4
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80.  Majority-Black District 2 encompasses part of Mobile County, extends
north to include all of Choctaw County, and then east to the Georgia state line to
include all of Barbour County—part of the historical Black Belt.

81.  Majority-Black District 7 encompasses part of Jefferson County and
all of Tuscaloosa County and stretches west to the Mississippi state line, with Perry

and Marengo Counties forming the eastern border.
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85.  Illustrative Plan 5 demonstrates that two majority-Black districts can

be drawn that would not pair the two current incumbents who currently represent

District 1 and District 2.

Figure 18

Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 5
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86.  Majority-Black District 2 encompasses part of Mobile County, extends
north to include all of Washington County and part of Choctaw County, then east

though the Black Belt counties. Macon, Bullock, and Pike Counties form the

36
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(f) Illustrative Plan 6

90. The map in Figure 20 depicts Illustrative Plan 6. District 2 is 51.28%
BVAP and District 7 is 51.09% BVAP.
Figure 20

Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 6
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91. Illustrative Plan 6 demonstrates that it is possible to create a second
majority-Black district while keeping all of the population in the Cities of Mobile

and Montgomery, as well as Montgomery County, together in District 2.
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Figure 22

Alabama U.S. House — Illustrative Plan 7
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98.  As in Illustrative Plan 6, majority-Black District 2 is drawn so that
both the City of Mobile and the City of Montgomery (and Montgomery County) are
entirely in District 2.

99.  As shown in Exhibit M4, Illustrative Plan 7 splits five counties and
populated areas in 28 VTDs. However, ten of the 28 VTD splits are created because

the plan generally follows the city limits of the City of Mobile (rather than VTDs)
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Illustrative Plan 8 — 2020 Census
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106. Majority-Black District 2 extends north from Mobile County to share

Sumter County with District 7, then southeast through the Black Belt to Barbour

County and the Georgia line. District 7 encompasses most of the land area in

Jefferson County, extending south to include part of Tuscaloosa County and on to

Dallas County then west to Marengo County and north to include Pickens County

on the Mississippi line.
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