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SENATOR MCCLENDON: Wel cone,
everybody. Thank you for joining us today.
This is the 27th of 28 public hearings we
have held around the state of Al abama. M
nanme is JimMCd endon, and | amthe Senate
Chair of Redistricting. On nmy right is
Representative Chris Pringle, who is the
House Chair of Redistricting. And on ny
left is M. Dorman Wal ker. M. Walker is an
attorney and works for the Redistricting
Committee. And M. Wl ker will be your
hearing officer today. Every ten years the
census is done in order not only to count
peopl e and find out what the nunbers are in
each district but to find out where the
people are living in each district. Ten
years ago we redistricted, and we had i deal
district sizes at that tine. And people
nove. They nove in; they nove out. And we
get away fromthe concept of one person, one
vote. And so the purpose of redistricting
is to go back and redraw the lines to
reestablish the ideal nunbers for each
district. This Commttee, Redistricting

Commttee wll be concerned wth, of course,
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redistricting the Al abama Senate, Al abama
House, the State Board of Education, and the
Congressional districts. You are here with
us, and we wel cone your conments and your
testi nony, and your suggestions on how we go
about doing this, and what you would like to
see done in your area. W establish an

| deal nunber for House and Senate districts,
and the others as well. On the House --
everybody com ng online, please nmute your

m crophone and turn your canmera off. You'll
have a chance to participate in this after
folks in the audience speak to us live. An

i deal Senate district is 143,551, and an

| deal House district is 47,850. So, what
happens is districts change over tine, and
it's our job to go back and nmake the | asso
bi gger or smaller to get to the correct
nunber. To give you an idea of sone House
and Senate districts in your area and what
has happened with the popul ation, for
exanpl e, Senate 22 has | ost about -- it's
about 7,600 under the ideal amount. Senate
32 i s about 33,600 over. Senate 34 is

about 5,500 over. So, those districts where
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t hey' ve got nore people than they need, we
have got to rearrange the lines. Now, one
thing that can happen is a district can end
up after we do the census count and they
have about the right nunber of people init,
and you woul d think we wouldn't have to ness
with that district, but what happens is that
the adjacent district mght have a big

I ncrease or decrease in population. So,
when the lines shift on one district, it's
bound to affect an adjacent district. As
far as the House districts in your area --

|l et's see here. 64, House 64 is up by 4, 600.
66 -- that is yours, Representative Baker --
I's down by about 1,600. 92, House District
92 is down by 3,200. These are round
nunbers. 3,200. 94, that is Representative
Faust, is up by 11,600. 95 is up by 14,600
people. 96 is up by 8,300. And 98 is down
by 5,300. So, you can see there is mmjor
changes. This is no surprise. W saw it
com ng, and you saw it comng, too. There
I's big, big changes down at that end of the
state, and our job is to get those back in

bal ance. Let ne introduce to you State

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-44 Filed 09/24/24 Page 5 of 42

Page 5

Representative Chris Pringle. Chris?
REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank
you, Senator. It's a pleasure to be with
you. It's a pleasure to see so nmany
di stinguished friends in the audience. |I'm
glad you could join us. Today we will call
you to speak in the order in which you
signed up. Each speaker will be limted to
three mnutes. If you need nore tine, at the
end, we'll cone back and around and | et you
speak. Wen called, please cone to the
m crophone, clearly state your nane and
spell it, and identify which community you
represent or which district or districts you
would i ke to speak about. If you decide
you woul d |like to speak but have not signed
up, at the end we w |l ask anybody who woul d
|ike to cone forward and speak. If you are
participating renotely, send your questions,
and we will read theminto the record. This
hearing is being transcribed by a court
reporter working renotely. If you have
sonet hing you would like to introduce into
the record or an exhibit, bring it to the

m crophone with you and leave it with the
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hearing officer in the room They wll get
that to us, and we will have it entered into
the permanent record of this Commttee.
Today's public hearing is on the issue of
redistricting. W're not here to discuss
any i ssue pendi ng before the Legislature
outsi de of that one particular issue. So,
pl ease keep all your coments germane to
that. Wth that, I'"'mgoing to turn it over
to M. Dorman Wal ker, who will be your
hearing officer. Thank you for attending.
MR, WALKER: Thank you,
Representative Pringle, and thank you,
Coastal Al abama, Fairhope campus for hosting
this. Thank you for those of you who are
attending in the auditoriumtoday and
attending online. Your participation is
important. It's inportant for the
Legi sl ature to hear what you have to say
about how the lines should be drawn. Before
we start taking testinony today, | want to
go over with you the process that the
Legi slature is going through and al so go
over wth you sone of the rules that the

Legi slature has to follow as it draws
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districts. Senator M endon tal ked about

| deal population. |[|f you're not famliar
with that term it's sinply the new state
popul ation, which I'"'mgoing to say is 5
mllion. It's alittle nore than that, but
let's just round it to 5 mllion. Divided by
t he nunmber of districts at issue. So, if
you're trying find the ideal population for
the Senate, you divide 5 mllion by 35
because we have 35 Senate districts. |If you
want to find the ideal population for the
House, you do 105. And, of course, 8 for
the State Board of Education, 7 for
Congress. So, going back to the Senate, if
you divide the state's popul ation by the 35
districts, you get the ideal population of
143,551. So, ideally, after redistricting,
every Senate district should have 143,551
people in it, except, fortunately, the
Legislature has allowed itself a little

| eeway. And it can vary fromthat idea
popul ati on for the House, Senate, and State
Board of Education districts by 5% either
above or below. So, the Legislature can

popul ate a Senate district anywhere from
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136,373 to 150, 759. -729. Excuse ne. And
that leeway allows the Legislature the
ability to accommpdate traditional

di stricting objectives, such as preserving
the integrity of political subdivisions,

mai ntai ni ng communities of interest, and
creating geographically conpact districts.
Congressional districts do not have the sane
| ati tude. They nust be drawn as equally as
possible. I'mnot sure if it was Senator
McCl endon or Representative Pringle that
said this is our next to the |ast hearing.
W have been doi ng hearings since the 1st of
Septenber. Al of the hearings are being
transcri bed by a court reporter. And t hose
transcripts will be posted online fairly
soon. All you do if want to see themis
Googl e "Al abama Legislature,” and there
will be a tab for reapportionnment. | know
what we are really doing is redistricting,
but the word "reapportionnent” sonehow got
in there long ago, and that is what we're
stuck with. "Reapportionnent," click that,
and you will get to a series of folders, one

for each hearing. You can read the
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transcript of the testinony received at that
hearing, as well as | ook at any exhibits
that were received at that hearing. 1In
addition, there will be a folder for other
comments that were received not in
connection with the hearing, and you can see
those corments, too. | wll just say that

I f you're participating here today, if
you're in the auditoriumor participating
renmotely, nowis the best tine to give us
your conments. However, if you want to
submt sonet hing separately, the sooner you
do that, the better, if you want sonebody to
| ook at it. Right now nenbers of the State
Board of Education, the Congressiona
staffers, and legislators are neeting with
our map drawer and tal king about their
districts. And that is sonething that

requi res a high degree of coordination
because one district my need to | ose
popul ati on, and there needs to be a

det erm nati on nmade of what nakes sense for
that district to shed, and there are a | ot
of factors that go into that, while sone

adjoining districting may need to gain or
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may al so need to shed. No single district
can act alone, if you wll. There has to be
coordi nati on anong themthat has to be

wor ked out. But, ultimately, there wll
come forth Congressional, State Board of
Education, and legislative plans fromthe
Committee. And when Governor Kay lvey calls
a special sessional for redistricting, |

| magi ne that those bills will be prefiled
and you can go -- once the special session
Is called, you can go to the |egislative
website and | ook at those prefiled bills if
you want to. There will be other people,
other legislators also that will be
submtting bills. W know that, for
exanpl e, Senator Singleton has said that he
I's going to sponsor a draft bill for the
Congressional districts. It's a bill that,
of course, has seven Congressional
districts, does not split any counties,
varies fromideal population by about 2.44%
whi ch is unusual, and does not have any
majority black districts, instead has

di stricts that one has about 40% bl ack

voting age popul ation, and the other a 45%
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bl ack voting age population. So, it has the
opportunity for there to be two nmenbers of

t he Al abana del egati on who are the candi date
of choice of black voters, but it doesn't
necessarily guarantee that. And there wl]l
be ot her |egislators who introduce other
plans, too. |If you have a plan that you
want to be considered, you're welcone to
submt it. However, if you want it to be
consi dered by the Legislature as a whol e,
you need to get a legislator to sponsor that
and introduce it as a bill. Wen the
speci al session is called, the Legislature
will convene, and there will be commttee
heari ngs about the bills. M understandi ng
at the tine is that those wll be public.
Peopl e who are vaccinated wll not need to
mask. People who are not vacci nated can
attend but nust mask. That, of course,
could change. But in addition, those
hearings will be live streamed, as will the
| egi sl ative session itself. So, that is the
process we're in. Next, | would like to
tal k about the rules that the Legislature

has for drawng districts. It can't sinply
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draw them any way it wants. It has to
conply with the requirenents of the federa
and state Constitution and federal and state
law, as well as it has to conply with
race-neutral redistricting criteria that the
Legi sl ature has adopted for itself. So,

|l et's go over what those are. Forenost and
non negoti able are two: One is one person,
one vote, which is a fancy way of saying
that after redistricting all of the

di stricts nmust have identical population if
t hey' re Congressional, or near identical
popul ation if they're State Board of
Education or legislative. And in addition,
the Legislature wll not pass any
redistricting plan that it understands

di scrimnates on the basis of race, color,
or nmenbership in a | anguage mnority group.
And if you wonder where that phrase cones
from it comes from Section 2 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act, which is the workhorse,

antidi scrimnation provision of the Voting
Rights Act. |In addition, no district wll
be drawn in a manner that subordinates

race-neutral criteria -- and I'll go over
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what those are in a second -- to

consi derations of race, color, or nenbership
in a language mnority group, except that
race, color, or nenbership in a | anguage
mnority group nmay predom nate over
race-neutral redistricting criteria if there
is a strong basis in evidence to do so in
order to conply with Section 2. The Suprene
Court has defined a strong basis in evidence
as a good reason to believe that race nust
be used in order to satisfy the Voting
Rights Act. Now, the race-neutral
districting criteria that the Legislature
has adopted are not really unique to

Al abama. You can find alnost all of these

I n other states around the nation. Sone
states have slightly different versions or
have rules that are unique to those states
or the interest of those states. But
general ly, Al abama's version of qguidelines
are what you would find in al nbst any ot her
state. And they include a requirenent that
districts be reasonably conpact. That is a
relative term Cbviously, a Congressional

district is going to be nuch larger than a
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House district, but both have to be conpact
Wi thin the context of their plans. Anot her
is that all districts should be drawn to
reflect the denocratic will of the people.
That is one of the reasons for these

heari ngs and why your participation is so

i nportant, so that the Legislature can have
I nput fromthe peopl e about how t hose
districts should be redrawn. Districts are
drawn on the basis of total population. The
census gives us lots of different ways of
reporting informati on about the popul ati on.
We coul d get, for exanple, the popul ati on of
all people who work in forestry or al

peopl e who have graduate degrees or al
peopl e who are of a certain age. But we
don't use that. W use the broadest
classification of population the census
gives us, which is the total popul ation of
the state or of a district on census day,
April 1, 2020. And that, obviously,

i ncludes a | ot of people who can't vote,
such as mnors, or people who are not yet

ei ght een, people who have lost the ability

to vote because they have commtted certain
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crinmes, people who are residing in Al abama
but are not citizens, or people who are not
citizens of the United States. So, even

t hough many of these people can't vote, by
long tradition, total population is used to
draw districts, although at tines we wll

| ook at voting age popul ation, that is the
popul ati on ei ghteen and ol der, as necessary
to ensure conpliance wwth the Voting Rights
Act. The Legislature has to draw 35 Senate
districts, and it has to draw 105 House
districts, although the Constitution would
all ow us to have 106 House districts. All
districts are single-nenber districts. That
means from each district only one person is
elected. In other places in the country,
there are multi-nmenber districts from which
mul ti pl e people can be elected fromthe sane
district. W don't have that. Another one
of the criteria is that contests between

i ncunbents wi Il be avoi ded whenever
possi bl e, and contiguity anong districts is
requi red, which neans every point on the
boundary of a district nust be tangent to a

poi nt of another district or one of the
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Al abama boundaries. Contiguity across water
Is allowed. So, for exanple, if we have a
district that spans Mdbile Bey, the fact
that it doesn't physically connect doesn't
mean it's not contiguous, because contiguity
across water is allowed. D stricts shal
respect communities of interest,

nei ghbor hoods, and political subdivisions to
the extent practicable. A comunity of
interest is defined as an area wth

recogni zed simlarities of interest,
including but not limted to ethnic, racial,
econom c, tribal, social, geographic, and
historical identities. Under certain

cli rucunstances, the term "conmunities of
interest” may al so include political
subdi vi si ons, such as counties, voting
precincts, municipalities, tribes, and
reservations -- tribal l|ands, and
reservations, and school districts. The

di scernnment, wei ghing, and bal anci ng of the
varied factors that contribute to
communities of interest is an intensely
political process best carried out by

el ected representatives of the people. Let
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me just add that perhaps anong the nost

hel pful testinony that the Commttee can
receive is testinony that you m ght be able
to give about communities of interest that
need to be respected when |lines are

redrawn. Districts should be reasonably
conpact, and districts should be drawn to
contain the m ni mum anount of counties. In
addition, the Legislature wll try to
preserve the core of existing districts. 1In
establishing legislative districts, the
Reapportionment Conmittee and the
Legi sl ature give due consideration to all of
these criteria, but as indicated, the two
overarching and non negotiable criteria are
equal ity of popul ati on and

nondi scrimnation. In addition, anong the
race-neutral districting criteria, there may
be times when those conflicts, and the
Legislature will have to at its own

di scretion determ ne which one takes
priority. W're ready now to receive public
comrents. | wll start first with the
people that are in the auditorium at Coast al

Al abama, Fairhope, and then | wll see if
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anyone who is online wants to nake a
coment. |If you're online and you want to
make a comment, please raise your hand or
send in a coment by chat, and it wll be
read into the record. And then | will go
back again and see if anybody wants to speak
before closing the hearing. The first
person who has indicated they want to speak
Is -- | think it's Ms. Sonenstein. | can't
read the first nanme. Forgive ne. |If you
woul d, conme up to the -- before you speak,
| et me ask, are there any nenbers of the
media present in the auditoriun? |f there
are, would you identify yourself? W just
| i ke to have sone i dea about coverage. Yes,
sir. Wat nedia do you represent?

FROM THE FLOOR (I naudi bl e).

MR, WALKER: We couldn't quite
hear you.

FROM THE FLOOR: Al .com

MR, WALKER: Ch. Okay. Thank you.
Al right. M. Sonenstein? Are any nedia
online? |If you are, please send in a
nmessage by chat. Yes, ma'am Wuld you

m nd spelling your first and | ast nane?

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-44 Filed 09/24/24 Page 19 of 42

Page 19

M5. SONENSTEIN: | woul d be happy
to. It's Freya, F-r-e-y-a, last nane
Sonenst ei n.

MR WALKER: |'m so sorry.

M5. SONENSTEIN:  No probl em
It's sonething | experience all the tine.
CGood afternoon. | want to start by
t hanki ng the Coastal Community Coll ege and
the Commttee for hosting these hearings
where you wi Il hear the concerns of our
residents regarding the redistricting
efforts followi ng the rel ease of the 2020 US
census. | grew up in Baldwi n County, and |
retired here close to a decade ago. And I'm
speaki ng today for the League of Wnen
Voters of Baldwi n County. The League of
Wnen Voters is a non partisan organi zation
t hat does not endorse specific candi dates or
political parties. Qur vision is to enpower
all voters and to defend denocracy. As
Al abama faces the chall enges of
redistricting, we ask you to nmake sure that
t he Congressional districts are fairly
drawn. And we would ask you to have them

conformto the followi ng mandated criteri a:
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That they're substantially equal in
popul ati on, geographaically connected, and
they respect communities of interest and the
integrity of municipalities and counti es.
And | know you have already said that is
what you plan to do and are nandated to do.
And you have defined what conmunities of
Interest are. Over the past seventy years
since | first lived here in Baldw n County,
It's undergone a nassive transfornmation.

| ncreasi ngly, many of the farnms and orchards
have turned i nto housing for newconers
attracted to the quality of life of Baldw n
County. M own father and nother built one
of the first houses in the Spanish Fort
devel opnent that foretold what the future
woul d be here. This trend has conti nued
unabat ed, and the headlines for the 2020
census are that Bal dw n County has

experi enced massive growmh. And you have
noted that in sone of the growth of the
popul ation in sonme of our |egislative
districts. Baldwn County was the fastest
growi ng county in Al abama, and the seventh

faster growing county in the US. Cearly,
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t hese popul ations shifts will nean that you
wi Il need to reconsider the boundaries for
our Congressional District Nunmber 1.
Certainly, there will no |longer be a need to
add a portion of Clark County to the
district. As you propose a new
Congressional map for Al abama, we urge you
to correct the inequities in the current

map. Qur Congressional map districts are
not conpact. They do not foll ow county
boarders as Constitutionally prescribed, and
the strangely shaped District 7 appears to
have packed as nmany people of color into a
single district to ensure mnority
representation in that district but weakens
mnority and voting influence el sewhere in
the state. Seven counties are split in the
Congressional map, and it doesn't seemto be
a coi ncidence they include two of the nost
popul ar cities in Al abama: Birm ngham and
Mont gonmery. Surely, residents of a single
city and its surrounding netropolitan area
are a community of interest that should not
be split up. The League of Wnen Voters of

Bal dw n County endorses a whol e county

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-44 Filed 09/24/24 Page 22 of 42

Page 22

approach to redrawi ng the Congressiona
map. This approach will correct sonme of the
current challenges to fair representation in
our state and provide all Al abama citizens
Wi th better opportunity to participate fully
in the denocratic process. Thank you for
the opportunity to provide this testinony.

MR, WALKER: Thank you, Ms.
Sonenstein. You've read your coments into
the record, but if you want to also to put
your witten docunent there into the record,
give it to a coordinator there at the
auditorium and it will be attached as an
exhibit to the transcript. You don't have to
do that, but just if you want to, you nay.

M5. SONENSTEIN: | will be happy
to do that.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. Just to
foll ow up on your comments, | note that
Bal dwi n County's popul ati on increased over
the | ast ten years by just shy of 50,000
people and a little nore than 25% which is
a huge increase. The next person to speak
I s Representative Bradl ey Byrne.

REPRESENTATI VE Byrne: Thank you,
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Chai rman Mcd endon, Chairman Pringl e.

Thanks for doing this across the state of

Al abama. Thanks for being with us today. So,
| have represented District 1 in the Al abam
State School Board, District 32 in the

Al abama State Senate, and District 1 in the
US House of Representatives. | would like to
speak to each one of those. Let ne start
with the state Senate seat. | know that that
Senate district has grown dramatically.
Supposedly it's designed to keep a community
of interest together that involves people
that live along the Baldwi n County coastline
fromthe eastern shore down to our beach
comunities in the southern part of the
county. They do forma community of

interest, and as difficult as it's going to
be to try to keep that community of interest
together, | would ask that the Commttee and
the Legislature do so. So many issues that

i nvol ve those areas are conmon. Now, there
are some differences. | understand that.

But the commonalities far outweigh the
differences, and | hope that the Commttee

and the Legislature will take those into
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account . Let ne tal k about the

Congressional district. | understood what
the |ady said before. | love ny old
Congressional district. | hate to see any

part of it taken away, but | understand

t here has been enough growth in Bal dw n
County that it affects the Congressional
district, and there nay have to be sone
changes. Let nme plea for this: Mbile and
Bal dwi n County need be kept together, and
they need to be kept whole. It would be
very difficult for a Congressman from

anot her area, particularly soneone that

m ght have to cone from Birm ngham through
Tuscal oosa, through Selma, to stay on top of
the nyriad of issues that are so inportant
down here in this part of the state. So, |
ask the Commttee and the Legislature to
keep District 1, Mbile and Bal dwi n County
in District 1, together and whol e, and as
many of the present counties and places in

t hose counties kept in the district as
possible. It's a good district. There is a
genui ne community of interest anong those

areas as you represent sonebody in the
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United States House of Representatives. And
| think if you could keep that as nuch

t oget her as you possibly can, that would
serve the people of this area well. Let ne
come to the third one, which is the 1st
District on the State School Board. |If |
had known t he Legislature was going to make
the changes they nade to that district |ast
time, | would have cone to this hearing and
spoken out then. | think the Legislature
made a trenendous m stake when they drew
District 1. District 1 now has sonebody
that represents part of it that comes from
Mont gonmery all the way into Mobile County.
Now, part of the job of being a State School
Board nenber is you have to stay in close
contact with each of your |ocal school

di stricts and the schools in those
districts. So, we now have nore than one
person representing the Mbile County School
District on the Al abama State School Board.
The Mobile County School District is the
single largest school district in the state
when it cones to student popul ation. It

takes an enornous anmount of tine to stay in
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touch wth that district. | know | didit
for eight years. And I think it's a
tremendous m stake to have sonebody from
Mont gonery trying to do that. |'m not

pi cking on the person from Montgonery who is
doing it. | would say this about anybody.
It's al nost inpossible to figure out how
sonebody can keep up with all that is going
on in the Mbile County district and the
rest of the that district together. So, |
woul d plead with the Commttee, plea with
the Legislature to go back to the old
boundaries for District 1, which were all of
Mobi | e County together, all of Baldw n
County together, and all of Escanbia County
together. That district works. There is a
true community of interest there. | do not
think that there is a community of interest
there the way it is presently drawn. Once
again, gentlenen, | appreciate what you are
doing. | think this is the right thing, to
| et the people of this state speak out. M.
Wal ker is well-known around the state as a
trenendous lawer in this area. He wll

give you great advice. | look forward to
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working with you in the days to cone as you
do this very inportant job. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you,
Representative Byrne. There is no one el se
in the auditoriumwho has signed up to
speak. |Is there anyone el se who would |ike
to speak at this tinme even if you didn't
originally sign up to speak? Gkay. Cone
forward, sir.

MR, WAKELEY: (I naudible) Good
afternoon, Representative Pringle, Senator
McCl endon. Good to see you both. Can you
hear ne (i naudi bl e)?

MR, WALKER: It m ght be better

you took off your mask. You're a little

muf f | ed.

MR. WAKELEY: Is that alittle
better?

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Take you
mask of f.

MR, WALKER: | think you should
remove your mask, if you don't m nd.

MR WAKELEY: It's a
little contrary to organi zati onal policy.

The reason |"'mhere is to tal k about a
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couple of things, actually. One of them

is -- if you have the map in front of you,

| would love to talk to you about a couple
of districts specifically. D stricts 66 and
64 on the House map are really elongated. |
think they fall afoul of the conpactness
consideration. And, actually, in District
66, the quickest way to get fromone end to
the other to it is to drive two hours
through Florida. It is really, really
elongated. And y'all are going to have

pl enty of opportunity to sort of make that a
little nore of a conpact district as things
go on, and | woul d suggest that you do so.
The second part, you'll be less likely to
hear -- you'll be less likely to want to
hear. And | would like to say that sonme of
the residents of Districts 66 and 64 woul d
probably be a little nore likely to be able
to make this neeting -- this is nostly

Fai rhope residents and a few fol ks from
Mobil e, from ny understanding. But a |ot of
those fol ks would be nore likely to nmake
this neeting if it were after working hours.

So, | would encourage you -- | know you have
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heard that nmany tines already during these
hearings. | would encourage you to take

t hat under further consideration for next
redistricting conmttee. Thank you.

MR, WALKER: | think you stated
your nane when you began, but we coul dn't
understand it. Wuld you nmind stating your
name and spelling it for the court reporter?

MR, WAKELEY: Sure. Dev, Das in
delta, E as in echo, V as in Victor.

Wakel ey, whi skey, al pha, kilo, echo, I|inmma,
echo, yankee. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch,
and thank you for your coments. |Is there
anyone else in the auditoriumwho would Iike
to speak at this tinme? I1f so, please
cone forward. Ckay. | don't see anybody, but
we have a nunber of people who are attending
renotely. Is there anyone attending renotely
who woul d |i ke to speak?

M5. OVERTON. There are no
guestions or coments, but we do have two
menbers of the nmedia that have put in their
names in the chat.

MR. WALKER  Oxay.
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M5. OVERTON:. The first one is CQuy
Busby, editor of the Courier Qulf Coast
Media. The second one is Gabrielle
(inaudible) and I will spell this rather
than to butcher it. L-a-

MR. WALKER: Langan (phonetic.)

MS. OVERTON: Langan.

MR, WALKER: Thank you for your
coverage, you two nedia nenbers, as well as
the person who is in the auditorium Al
right. One last call for anybody who wants
to speak in the auditorium Wwve your
hand or stand up. Yes, ma'am Pl ease cone
forward. Wl cone.

M5. CADELL: Thank you.

MR WALKER: Wbul d you state your
name?

M5. CADELL: My nane is Barbara
Cadel | .

MR, WALKER: Ckay. Could you --

M5. CADELL: | live in Mbile
County. And | spoke at the Mobile County
version of this hearing. | want to thank
you all for extending yourselves to have

this many hearings. However, it's ny

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-44 Filed 09/24/24 Page 31 of 42

Page 31

understanding and I want to be clear that
you are not going to have anynore hearings
specifically for school board, state schoo
board, or other state legislative districts
when you have the | egislative session. Wen
the special sessionis called, will it be a
three-in-one where all three maps will be
present ed?

MR. WALKER: When the session is
called, it will be for the purpose of
passi ng the Congressional plan, the State
Board of Education plan, the |egislative
House plan, and the legislative Senate
pl an.

M5. CADELL: It will be an
all-in-one special session?

MR, WALKER: All four of those
maps have to be passed in this special
session in order to be ready for the
el ecti ons next year.

MS. CADELL: So, you're not
(i naudi bl e). These are kind of conplicated
si tuations.

MR WALKER |'msorry, ma'am

You're not -- you got cut off.
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MS. CADELL: | just want to be
clear. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. Is there
anyone else who is attending renotely who
woul d |i ke to speak? Last chance.

M5. OVERTON: Felicia says, "l
know in prior nmeetings we were told that the
speci al session would be broadcast online."

MR. WALKER: Yes. As | said
earlier, it will be live streaned.

M5. OVERTON: "WII| there be
options for virtual comments?"

MR. WALKER: Not for the session.
Anybody el se? GCkay. Thank you very nuch
for attending either in person and renotely.
Your participation is inportant to the

process. This hearing is closed.

(Heari ng concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA
LAUDERDALE COUNTY

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken down by ne
I n stenotype, and the questions and answers
thereto were reduced to conputer print under
ny supervision, and that the foregoing
represents a true and correct transcript of
the testinony given by said wi tness upon
sai d heari ng.

| further certify that | am

nei t her of counsel, nor of kin to the
parties to the action, nor aml in anyw se
Interested in the result of said cause.

Signed the 8th day of Cctober, 2021

e

Stacy Mays

Al abama CCR #229. Expires 9/30/2022
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