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SENATOR MCCLENDON: All right. Can you hear ne?
Ckay. (Good.

['"'mJimMCdendon. |'ma state senator from
St. Cair County, and | am chairman of the Senate -- of
the commttee on redistricting. | want to wel cone

everybody here. W're glad to have you. W would ask
you, those of you that are at home or work and com ng
online and joining us, to please turn your caneras off.
Ckay. That's the court reporter we see. W're glad to
see you, court reporter.
To ny right is State Representative Chris

Pringle, who is the chairman of the House Conmittee on
Redi stricting; and to ny left is Dorman WAl ker, who is
our hearing officer and an attorney that works for the
Redi stricting Commttee.

We are working on and asking you to coment on
t he Congressional maps, the Al abama Senate maps, the
Al abama House of Representative map and the state board
of education. W're charged with redrawing all of these
maps. This is sonmething we have to go through every 10
years followi ng the census. Once we get the census data
in, we not only have an idea of the nunber of people but
the | ocation of people. People nove, and there is a
pattern of noving fromrural areas into urban areas, and

In order to honor the concept of one person, one vote, we
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have to adjust lines to keep districts approxi mately
equal, and in that area, there is a five percent
devi ation that we use.

In drawi ng an Al abama Senate map, an idea
popul ati on woul d be 143,551. An ideal House map is a
third of that, which is 47,850. So our job is to go
recapture the correct nunber. In sone districts where
t he popul ati on has gone up, becones denser, we're going
to have to reduce the size of that district to get the
popul ation right. And districts that have gone down in
popul ation, we're going to have to nake them bi gger to go
capture the necessary people.

Let me give you sone exanples of House and
Senate districts that are in your area and what's
happened over the past 10 years. Senate district 14, for
exanpl e, has grown by 4,000 people, while Senate 23 has
gone down by 24,000 people. And Senate 30 has gone up by
about 1,400 people. It's pretty dramatic changes there.

In the House districts, Senate (sic) 42 has gone
down by 194. House 49 has decreased by about 1,300
peopl e. House 67 has | ost about -- House 67 has
decreased by about 8,500 people, and 69 has gone down by
about 5,500. So in those districts -- OCh, we have one
nore, 81l. House district 81 has gone down by about

2, 400.
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So all of those districts that have | ost
popul ation, we're going to have to reach out and try to
capture additional people to get back to that ratio of
one person, one vote or get close to it plus or mnus
five percent.

I'"'mgoing to turn it over now to Representative
Chris Pringle, who is our House of Representatives
chairman in the Redistricting Commttee. Chris?

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank you, Senator.
Again, ny nane is Chris Pringle, and | represent House
district 101 from Mbile, Alabama. 1'd |ike to wel cone
each of you today.

You will be asked to speak in the order in which
you signed up. Please limt your comrents to three
m nut es each. \Wen called upon, please cone to the
m cr ophone, state your nane and the community you

represent and the district or districts you wish to speak

about. If you decide you want to speak but did not sign
up, we'll ask at the end if anyone who hasn't spoken
would like to speak. If you are participating renotely,
send us your questions, and we'll read it into the record

and answer it.
The hearing is being transcribed by a court
reporter working renotely. |f you have anything you

would i ke to introduce into the record as an exhibit,
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bring it to the m crophone when you speak and |l et the
hearing officer know, and we'll have it entered into the
per manent record.

This hearing deals solely with the issue of
redistricting. No other legislative issue is on the
agenda today, so please keep your comments germane to

redi stricting.

And wiwth that, I'd like to turn it over to
M. Wl ker.

MR. WALKER: Hello, everyone. [|'m Dorman
Wal ker. |I'mthe hearing officer today. Thank you for

com ng and thank you, Jefferson State, for hosting this
heari ng.

The |l egislature, as it goes about draw ng new
Congressi onal, board of education and | egislative
districts can't just do it any way it wants to. It has
to follow certain rules. It has to conply with certain
| aws and constitutional provisions. Forenost anong these
Is the Federal Constitution and the requirenent for one
person, one vote, which is just another way of saying
that the population of the districts after redistricting
is finished must be approxi mately equal .

In the context of Congressional districting, the
deviation fromideal population -- and ideal population

Is nmerely the total population of the state divided by

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-29 Filed 09/24/24 Page 8 of 23

Page 7

the nunber of districts. So for Congress, that's seven
into about five mllion, whatever the rest of our new
popul ation is. It gives you an ideal population. W
have m ni mal deviation for that allowed for
Congr essi onal .

For the others, we can vary fromthe idea
popul ati on that Senator MC endon gave to you by upwards
of five percent or downwards of five percent for a total
devi ation of 10 percent deviation allowed. So that is
the first and overarching and non-negoti abl e requirenent
when new districts are drawn is that we achi eve
popul ation equality as defined. The other is, of course,
that we draw non-discrimnatory districts in conpliance
with the Federal Constitution and the Voting R ghts Act
and ot her provisions. The Reapportionnent Committee and
the |l egislature wll not consider or pass a plan that
does not neet either of these requirenents.

In addition, no district wll be drawn in a
manner that subordinates race-neutral districting
criteria, which I'll tell you about in a second, on
consi derations of race, color or nenbership in a | anguage
mnority group, except that race, color or nenbership in
a language mnority group may predom nate over race-
neutral districting data to conply wth section two of

the Voting R ghts Act, provided there's a strong basis in

Veritext Legal Solutions
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evi dence in support of such a race-based choice. A
strong basis in evidence exists when there is good reason
to believe that race nust be used in order to satisfy the
Voting Rights Act.

I mentioned race-neutral districting criteria.
These are criteria adopted by the Reapporti onnent
Commttee that, while they're adopting it on a state
basis, generally all states have 80 or 90 percent the
sanme criteria. The first of these is that districts nust
be reasonably conpact with a m ni num of counties in each
di strict as possible in order to achi eve conpact ness.
That's a very relative term CGoviously, if you' ve got
seven districts and you've got the whole state of 67
counties, you're going to have 10 counties in every
district. So a renedy resides in the people of Al abang,
and districts should be drawn to reflect the denocratic
wi |l of the people concerning how they should be
structured, and that's one of the reasons for this series
of hearings is to receive input on how districts should
be redrawn.

Districts are drawn on the basis of total
popul ati on. The census bureau gives us data in many
different forms. One of those is total population, which
I s everybody who was in the state on census day and

recorded, and that includes a |ot of people who don't
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vote. Children, people under 18, people who were in the
state but are not citizens of the state, people that are
not citizens of the United States, and certain people who
are incarcerated would be exanpl es of people included in
the total population count but can't vote.

At tinmes, the legislature will consider voting
age population, that is, the population 18 and ol der,
particularly black and white voting age popul ati on as
necessary to conply with section two of the Voting Ri ghts
Act .

The nunber of Al abana Senate districts is set by
statute at 35, and the nunber of House districts is set
by statute at 105. The Constitution would allow 106.

Al'l districts are single-nenber districts, which
means that fromeach district, only one person is
el ected. When the legislature draws districts, contests
bet ween i ncunbents are avoi ded whenever possible.

Contiguity is required, which neans that every
part of every district nust be in contact wi th another
district or the state boundary. Contiguity across water
such as rivers, |lakes or the Mdbile Bay is all owed.

Districts shall respect comrunities of interest,
nei ghbor hoods and political divisions to the extent
practicable. A community of interest is defined as an

area wth recognized simlarities of interest, including,
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but not limted to, ethnic, racial, economc, tribal,
soci al, geographic and historical identities. The term
"communities of interest” may, in certain circunstances,
I ncl ude political subdivisions such as counties, voting
precincts, nmunicipalities, tribal |ands and reservations
or school districts.

The di scernnent, wei ghi ng and bal anci ng of the
various factors that contribute to communities of
interest is an intensely political process best carried
out by the elected representatives of the people.

The | egislature also, when it draw districts,
wWill try to preserve the cores of existing districts,
and, again, the legislature will give due regard to al
of these criteria, but overarching themis the
requi renent of one person, one vote and
non-di scrimnation as required by the Constitution and

Voting Rights Act.

Having said that, we'll open the hearing, and we
have one person who has signed up to speak. |1'Ill ask
that person to speak first. Then I'Il ask if anyone el se
in the auditoriumwants to speak, and then I'l| see if

anybody participating renotely wants to speak, and then
"1l give everybody el se one | ast chance before closing
t he hearing.

So Alan Wllianms fromChilton County has signed
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up to speak. M. WIlIlians, please cone up.

MR. WLLIAVS: Good norning.

MR. WALKER: Good nor ni ng.

MR WLLIAMS: M nane is Alan WII i ans,
resident of Chilton County, been here about 66 years.

"' mnow an el ected county comm ssioner in this county.

My question is, was any consideration or is any
consi deration being given to nmake each county whole in
t hi s endeavor?

MR WALKER: | think that it's very likely that
the plans that are passed by the legislature this tine
around will have many nore whol e counties than was the
case fromthe | ast plan.

If you recall, in the guidelines that were
adopted in 2011, the state went from 10 percent deviation
to two percent deviation, which neant that the state had
far | ess roomin popul ation variance in order to popul ate
the county. And as a result of that, a |lot of counties
were split. The state narrowed the deviati on because of
| anguage from a Suprene Court case that caused Al abama
and many other states to think that the 10 percent

devi ati on would no | onger be a safe harbor. Since then,

the Suprenme Court has nmade it clear that it still is.
The answer to your question is, | believe that
it's likely that there will be nore whole counties in the
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new pl ans than have been in the past because the state
has greater popul ation devi ati on.

MR WLLIAMS: WIIl we see that plan prior to
the legislature voting on it? |If so, how far ahead of
their vote?

MR WALKER. Well, we don't know when the

speci al session for redistricting will be called. After
t hese hearings are conpleted, the legislature -- or
vari ous people may now be voting on plans. |In fact,

we' ve al ready had one plan submtted by the League of
Wnen Voters. OQher plans will be submtted. When the
| egi sl ature convenes, the Reapportionnment Commttee wll
subnmt a plan or perhaps nore than one plan to the

| egi sl ature for consideration, and that's when -- The

I ndi vi dual | egislators who sponsor a plan control when it

becones public, but at a mninmnum they wll all becone

public at the noment when they're introduced as a bill
MR WLLIAMS: M nmain concern is

di senfranchi sing of different voters, especially in our

county, Chilton. W're divided up into three areas, two

very small districts, and one | happen to live in in the

sout heast corner that Ed Aiver is our representative.

And that's ny concern for the district, each county being

made whole in a district, which it was prior to 2011, |

believe is correct.

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-29 Filed 09/24/24 Page 14 of 23

Page 13

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Thank you.

Is there anyone else in the auditoriumwho woul d
li ke to speak? |s there anyone participating -- W don't
have anyone participating renotely who has sent in a
guestion. 1'Il ask again. No? So last call. Anybody
either participating renotely or in the auditorium who
woul d li ke to speak?

Thank you very nuch. Thank you to Jeff State
for hosting this hearing. Thank you to you all for
comng or participating renotely. This hearing is
cl osed.

(Exhibits 1 and 2 were marked.)

*kkk*
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA )
COUNTY OF MOBI LE )

| hereby certify that the above and foregoing
was taken down renotely by ne in stenotype and
transcri bed by neans of conputer-aided transcription, and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript to
the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | am neither of counse
nor of kin to any of the parties, nor aml in anyw se
interested in the result of said cause.

| further certify that | amduly |licensed by the
Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a Certified Court
Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR nunber follow ng ny

nane found bel ow.

KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR, ACCR302
NOTARY PUBLI C
MY COW SSI ON EXPI RES: 12/ 16/ 23
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Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Discovery

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness; changes; signing. When
the testimony is fully transcribed the deposition
shall be submitted to the witness for examination
and shall be read to or by the witness, unless such
examination and reading are waived by the witness
and by the parties. Any changes in form or
substance which the witness desires to make shall
be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness, unless the parties by stipulation
waive the signing or the witness is ill or cannot
be found or refuses to sign. If the deposition is
not signed by the witness within thirty (30) days
of its submission to the witness, the officer shall
sign it and state on the record the fact of the
waiver or of the illness or absence of the witness
or the fact of the refusal to sign together with
the reason, if any, given therefor; the deposition
may then be used as fully as though signed unless

on a motion to suppress under Rule 32 (d) (4) the
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court holds that the reasons given for the refusal
to sign require rejection of the deposition in

whole or in part.

(F) Certification and filing by officer; exhibits;
coplies; notice of filing.

(1) The officer shall certify on the deposition
that the witness was duly sworn by the officer and
that the deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by the witness. Unless otherwise
ordered by the court, the officer shall then
securely seal the deposition in an envelope
indorsed with the title of the action and marked
“Deposition of [here insert name of witness]” and
shall promptly file it with the court in which the
action is pending or send it by registered or

certified mail to the clerk thereof for filing.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.




