Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-33 Filed 09/24/24 Page 1 of 54 FILED

2024 Sep-24 PM 04:10
U.S. DISTRICT COURT
i iteie\ BAMA

Deposition of:
September 8, 2021 6:00 Public Hearing

September 8, 2021

In the Matter of:

Permanent L egislative Committee On
Reapportionment Public Hearings

Veritext Legal Solutions
877.373.3660 | calendar-al @veritext.com | 800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-33 Filed 09/24/24 Page 2 of 54

Page 1

ALABAVA PERMANENT COWM TTEE ON REAPPORTI ONMENT
AND REDI STRI CTI NG PUBLI C HEARI NG

HELD ON
VEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2021
BEG NNI NG AT 6: 00 P. M

LOCATI ON:
ALABAVA STATE HOUSE
11 SCUTH UNI ON STREET
MONTGOMVERY, ALABAMA 36104
AND
ONLI NE VI A M CROSOFT TEAMS MEETI NG

TRANSCRI BED REMOTELY BY:
KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR,
COURT REPORTER

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




N

A W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-33

Filed 09/24/24 Page 3 of 54

Page 2
Il NDEX

OPENI NG REMARKS: PAGE

BY SENATCOR JI M MCCLENDON. 3

BY REPRESENTATI VE CHRI S PRI NGLE . 5

BY MR DORVAN WALKER 6
TESTI MONY:

BY M5. CAROL MOSELEY. 15

BY MR CLEO GECRGE WASHI NGTON, |1 17

BY MS. KATHLEEN Kl RKPATRI CK . 20

BY MS. ACQUANETTA POOLE . 25

BY MS. TABI THA | SNER 27

BY MS. ELI ZABETH WOODSON. 30

BY MR KENNETH GLASGOW 33
EXH BI T:
Exhibit 1 WRI TTEN TESTI MONY OF CLEO GEORGE WASHI NGTON, 1. 37
Exhibit 2 WRI TTEN TESTI MONY OF ACQUANETTA POCLE. 37
Exhibit 3 WRI TTEN TESTI MONY OF TABI THA | SNER . 37
Exhibit 4 MAP PROVI DED BY TABI THA | SNER 37
Exhi bit 5 ALTERNATI VE CONGRESSI ONAL MAP PROPOSAL. 37

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-33 Filed 09/24/24 Page 4 of 54

Page 3

SENATOR MCCLENDON: Wl cone, everybody. For
everyone that's joining us online virtually, |istening
wWith us, |I'd appreciate it if you would nute your
m crophones on your devices, your |aptop or cell phone,
what ever you're using. Mite your mc. It gives us an
echo and a | ot of feedback. And, also, | ask that you
turn off your cameras on your personal devices, except
our court reporter who we see. There's our court
reporter. Everybody can see her. Everything is going to
be taken down and will go into the record.

My nane is JimMC endon. | ama senator from
St. dair County, which is north central Al abama. | am
Senate chair of the Comrittee on Redistricting and
Reapportionnment. | want to thank every one of you for
comng. W've |looked forward to this. Al of our
nmeetings up until now, and there's been quite a few of
t hem around the state, have been virtual, and now we have
live people, and we're glad to see you. O course, we
al so have people with us virtually.

Representative Jones is here. \Wat other
representatives do we have? Senator Singleton is over
here. He's with us. He's a nmenber of the comm tt ee.
Chris Pringle is the counterpart in the House. He is the
house chair. Dorman Walker is to ny imediate left. He

Is our attorney, and he is the hearing officer. Senator
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Steve Livingston is with us. He is a nenber of the
committee, and he's with us today.

Anybody out there | mssed? GCkay. |'mgoing to
let it ride.

Every 10 years, the census is taken to determ ne
t he popul ati on. The census does nore than just count
people. It |ocates people, and we use this when it's
time to redraw the districts. Now, the districts we're
Interested in are, of course, the House of
Representatives, the Al abama Senate, the Al abanma State
Board of Education, and the Congressional districts. So
we have all four of these, and we're devel opi ng the maps
for all four of these, and we're devel opi ng these naps
with the input of the public, you, and you're going to
have the opportunity to cone nake your suggestions about
how we do this. W'Il get nore into the details in just
a mnute.

Let ne give you -- Wiere is ny sheet? Here it
Is. So when the population in the district drops or goes
down or decreases fromthe ideal district size -- which
by the way, the ideal district size under the new census
data for a Senate district is 143,551. Now, we have a
five percent plus or mnus latitude. It doesn't have to
be exactly that nunber, but it needs to be within that 10

percent range, plus five, mnus five. That will satisfy
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our criteria.

A House district is 47,850. It also has plus or
m nus five as does the state board of education
districts. Congressional districts have the sane nunber
of people, and that's by sone rules and court cases
beyond our control.

Let me give you sone sanples of what's going on
wth districts in the Montgonery area. O course, we've
got themfor the entire state, but I'"'mtrying to focus on
what m ght be your interests. Senate district 25 has
gai ned 6,180, a round nunber, people, so that district is
going to have to shrink, probably. D strict 26 has gone
down by 18,300. These are round nunbers |I'm giving you,
but they're cl ose enough for what we're doing. Senate
district 30 has gone up by about 1, 400.

Now, let's take that district, for exanple. It
has gone up by 1,400. That's wthin that plus or m nus
five deviation. You would think, well, we don't have to
mess with that district. Wat happens is adjacent
districts go up or down, too, and they have to be
adjusted. So it can affect other districts that are
cl ose by.

Let's look at the House districts around this
area. Here we go. House 31, that's Representative M ke

Hol nes' district, who is wth us. H s district increased
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I n popul ati on by about 1,700 people. Let's see who else
we've got in the Montgonery area. House district 69 | ost
about 5,500 in population. House district 74 went down
by about 2,800. House district 75 went up by

12, 300- and-sonet hing. The | ate Representative MC amy's
district is 76. It went down by about 4,400. Tashina
Morris' -- or House district 77 went down by about 2, 600,
and 78, which is vacant right now, decreased in

popul ati on by about 7,700. And |I've got one nore for
you. House district 90 went down by about 5, 600.

So, you see, there's -- Qur popul ation shifts.
Thi s has been going on for decades. There's definitely a
trend, a mgratory pattern fromthe rural areas to the
direction of the urban areas, and when that happens, the
commttee has to get together and | ook at the map and see
how we're going to redraw them and that's our job.
That's what we're doing.

Let ne |l et Representative Pringle cone forward
now and see what he has to say.

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank you, Senator. |
appreciate it. M nanme is Chris Pringle. |'mstate
representative from House district 101 and the beauti ful
Cty of Mobile, Alabama. Today, |1'd |like to wel cone you
to this hearing.

W will call you in the order in which you have
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signed up to speak. Each speaker will be |imted to
three mnutes. M. Walker wll keep tine. Wen called,

pl ease cone to the m crophone, clearly state your nane,
the community you represent and the district or districts
you want to speak about. |If you decide you want to speak
but have not signed up, we will recognize you at the end.
I f you are participating renotely, send us your
questions, and we'll read it into the record at the end
of the neeting.

This hearing is being transcribed by a court
reporter working renotely. |If you have sonething you'd
| i ke introduced into the record, bring it to the
m crophone with you and leave it with us, and we w |
have it put into the permanent record of the commttee.

Renmenber, this neeting is on the issue of
redistricting only. No subject before the legislature --
We're not here to discuss any other subject outside of
redi stricting.

And | think I would be extrenely remss if | did
not recognize -- It looks |like ny dear friend, John
Kni ght, slipped into the room Wlcone, John. It's a
pl easure to see you always. John and | served together.
He was a great representative in Mntgonery.

I"'mgoing to turn it over to Dorman \Wal ker who

wi || be presiding.

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-33 Filed 09/24/24 Page 9 of 54

Page 8

MR WALKER: Hello. |'m Dorman Wal ker, the
hearing officer, and wel cone, and thank you for com ng
today. Whether you're participating here in person in
the auditoriumor renotely, your participationis
i nportant to the process, and the information that you
have for the legislature is valuable to the redistricting
process.

Before | open the floor for testinony, I'd |ike
to say a little bit of housekeeping first. |f you cane
in and didn't have an opportunity to sign in because the
sign-in sheets had already been collected, | have them
here, and I'I|l put one right here, and if you want to
come in and sign in so we have a record of your
attendance, thank you very nuch for doing that after the
hearing is over.

The | egi sl ature cannot just draw districts any
way it wants. It's bound by the obligation to conply
with the federal and state constitutions and statutes and
by the legislature's own guidelines for redistricting.
And what | want to do before | open the floor is explain
what those limtations are or rules are so that everybody
has an under standi ng of them

First is the requirenents -- Overarching
everything are the requirenents for equal population and

nondi scri m nati on.
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As to equal popul ation, the Congressional
districts nust be nore or less equally popul ated after we
finish redistricting, and the state board of education
and the legislative districts, the House and Senate
districts nust be populated within a range that is plus
or mnus five percent above or bel ow the ideal
popul ati on. The ideal population is sinply the new
census data for the state's population, which is
5,024,279 divided by the nunber of relevant districts.

In other words, the ideal population for the Senate
district would be 5,024,279 divided by 35, or for a House
district, the sanme nunber divided by 105, the nunber of
House districts we have, or Congressional by seven or
state board of education by eight.

So when the legislature is drawing maps for the
state offices, it can vary the population of districts in
order to acconplish other goals such as keeping counties
whol e or protecting communities of interest and trying
not to split them That's not always possible. There
will be sone counties that will be split and communities
of interest split, but having that roomfor play allows
the legislature to do a better job of preserving whole
counties and comrunities of interest.

In the last redistricting cycle, that deviation

was narrowed to plus or mnus one percent over the ideal
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popul ation, and that resulted in nore county splits, nore
splits of nmunicipalities, |I think, than you wll see
probably in the new district naps.

So anot her overarching requirenent that's
non- negoti able is that any plan nust be
non-di scrimnatory and conply with the equal protection
cl ause and other constitutional provisions and with
section two of the Voting R ghts Act, which is the
wor khor se section of the Voting R ghts Act.

In addition, no district wll be drawn in a
manner that subordi nates the |legislature's race-neutra
districting criteria -- and I'll go over those in a
second -- to considerations of race, color or nenbership
in a |anguage mnority group, except that race, color or
menbership in a |l anguage mnority group nay be consi dered
and may predom nate over race-neutral districting
criteria in order to conply with section two of the
Voting Rights Act, provided that there is a strong basis
I n evidence in support of such a race-based choice. A
strong basis in evidence is defined by the United States
Suprenme Court as good reason to believe that race nust be
used in order to satisfy the Voting Rights Act.

So, in other words, redistricting is done in as
race-neutral a manner as possible, although at the end,

it may be that race is considered in order to ensure that
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the Voting Rights Act is conplied wth.

The race-neutral districting criteria that the
| egi sl ature has adopted includes the obligation to draw
districts that are reasonably conpact, which is a
relative term |t depends on the size of the
jurisdictions overall, as well as contain as few counties
as possible. Al districts should reflect the will of
the people, which is one of the reasons why we're having
t hese hearings so that the | egislature can receive
testi nony about how districts should be drawn.

Districts are drawn on the basis of total
popul ati on. The census bureau reports popul ation in many
different forms, but the |argest grouping the census
gives us is the total population, which is sinply
everybody that was in the state and in subordinate units
of the state on census day, April 1, 2020. So total

popul ati on, obviously, includes a |ot of people who can't

vote such as children or people under 18, people who were

merely visiting the state, residing in the state but were

not citizens of the state, people who are not citizens of
the United States and naybe, in sone instances, people
who are incarcerated and have |ost the right to vote or
fel ons who have lost the right to vote.

Nevert hel ess, total population is the way that

districts have al ways been drawn, although in sone
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ci rcunstances voting age population, that is, what we
call BVAP, black voting age popul ation, or white voting
age popul ation, nay be considered to ensure, again, that
we're conplying with section two of the Voting R ghts
Act .

The | egislature has to draw 35 Senate districts
and 105 House districts, even though the Constitution
woul d allow for 106 House districts. Al districts are
si ngl e-nmenber districts. W don't have any multi-nmenber
districts. Only one person is elected from each
district. In other parts of the country, you m ght see
mul ti-nmenber districts.

Cont ests between incunbents are to be avoi ded
whenever possible as the legislature draws districts. In
addition, the legislature should seek to preserve the
cores of existing districts when it draws districts.

Contiguity is required, which neans that every
district nust be, at every point on the boundary of a
district, in contact wwth either another district or one
of the boundaries of the state. Contiguity across water,
such as the Al abama River or Mbile Bay or Lake Martin is
al | owned.

Districts also nust respect, to the extent
possi ble, communities of interest, neighborhoods and

political subdivisions to the extent practicable. A
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comunity of interest is defined as an area with

recogni zed simlarities of interest, including, but not
limted to, ethnic, racial, economc, tribal, social,
geographic and historical identities. The term
“communities of interest” may, in certain circunstances,
i ncl ude political subdivisions such as counties, voting
precincts, nmunicipalities, tribal |ands and reservations,
and school districts.

The di scernnment, wei ghi ng and bal anci ng of the
various factors that contribute to conmunities of
interest is an intensely political process best left to
the representatives of the people.

In establishing the legislative districts, the
Reapportionment Conmittee and the | egislature give due
consideration to all of the race-neutral criteria herein.
However, priority is given to the conpelling state
Interest in requiring equality of popul ati on anong
districts and conpliance with the federal Constitution,

state Constitution and the Voting R ghts Act.

In addition, these criteria that |'ve identified

for you are not listed in order of precedence, and in

each instance where they conflict, the | egislature shal

at its discretion determ ne which one takes priority.
I"'mgoing to call people in the order they

si gned up.
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Before |I call people, if there are any nenbers
of the nedia here, would they please just identify
t hensel ves for the record? |If you're a nenber of the
medi a, would you -- You can stay where you are but

announce what nedium-- who you're reporting for.

Anybody?

(I naudi bl e.)

MR. WALKER: Hey, Mke. GCkay. Thank you.
Anybody el se? Thank y'all for your coverage. |It's very
| nportant.

Il will call you up in the order that you signed
up. I've got two sign-in sheets. |'ll work through
those. After that, we'll see if anybody who is
participating renotely wants to coment, and then |'1]
cone back and see again if there's anybody el se who wants
to.

The court reporter has asked if the nedia w |
repeat their names. |I'msorry. Mke Cason for AL.com
and Raynond Mosel ey for Al abama Political Reporter and --
Brandon, |I'msorry, Moseley for Al abama Politica
Reporter -- and Karen Goldsmith, Al abama Public
Tel evi si on.

Thank y'all.

Ms. Moseley, if you'll conme up to the podi um

and I'mgoing to start the tinmer when you get there, and
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you'll hear it if you go over your three m nutes.

M5. MOSELEY: Thank you and good evening. My
name is Carol Moseley. | amthe president of the League
of Wonen Voters of Montgonery.

The League of Wnen Voters is a non-partisan
organi zation. W do not endorse specific candi dates or
parties, but we are strongly conmtted to ensuring that
all citizens have the right to vote, equitable access to
voting and voting in fairly drawn districts at all |evels
of governnent. Fair voting districts protect the
strength of each voter's vote. The current
reapportionnment is the tinme to rectify the unfairness in
our current nmaps.

Today |' m speaki ng about our federal
Congressional districts. The League wll submt comments
on the state legislative reapportionnment at a | ater date.

Mont gonery County is an easily understood
exanpl e of the kind of districting that is unfair. The
county is split into three Congressional districts, and a
cursory |l ook at the boundaries between the seventh
di strict and second district show a cl assic case of
packi ng voters, packing Denocratic votes into a safe
denocratic district in order to prevent those votes being
cast agai nst a Republican candi date.

A nore detailed |ook at the |ine between the
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second and seventh district shows that the line is quite
irregular, splitting nine precincts. So not only is the
county split, but in that part of the county, precincts
are also split. Eight of those nine split precincts are
Denocratic. This strategy mnimzes the Denbcratic votes
in district two. The unfairness that results fromthis
packing is that it prevents Montgonery County citizens
from having representation that reflects the voices of
the entire county.

Districts, as you noted, are required to be
substantially equal in popul ati on and geographically
connected. So those requirenments are being nmet with
| i nes such as what we see between our second and our
seventh districts. What is not being net is respect for
the integrity of our county, sonething that our state
Constitution and long tradition support.

The League of Whnen Voters of Montgonery
supports a reapportionnent that does not split any county
in the state.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER. Ms. Moseley, if you want to -- You
have witten statenents there. | nean, you've given us
your testinony. |If you want, though, to put those
witten statenents into the record as an exhibit, you're

wel conme to. Just put themup here, and we'll see that
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they get to the court reporter. | think you can submt
themelectronically to the reapportionnment office. Ckay.
Thank you.

And for those of you who don't know, the League
of Wonen Voters has -- | don't know if proposed is too
strong a word -- a whole county plan for Congressional
districts that has two bl ack opportunity districts init.

Thank you for your testinony.

Qur next speaker is C eo CGeorge Washi ngton.
Ckay. Thank you. M. Washington, |'ll nake sure that
one of these is attached to the record of this hearing.

MR. WASHI NGTON:  Yes, sir.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Wen you're ready.

MR WASHI NGTON:  Good afternoon, Chairman
McC endon, Vice Chair Pringle and ot her distinguished
menbers of the joint comm ssion.

My nane is Cleo CGeorge Washington, Il. | reside
I n Congressional district two, and | am a sophonore at
LAMP Hi gh School here in Montgonery. | was five years
ol d when the Al abama | egi sl ature passed the Congressi ona
redistricting maps in June of 2011. So this is my first
opportunity to speak before the joint conm ssion. Thank
you.

| encourage the commttee to consider changing

t he Congressional district lines to conply with the

Veritext Legal Solutions
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intent and spirit of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, which
was to prohibit discrimnation of voting by renoving
barriers that were put in place after slavery ended and
provi de greater opportunity for blacks to el ect
representatives of their choice. As you are aware,
section five of the |law was val i dated by the Suprene
Court decision in Shel by County vs. Holder in 2013. That
section dealt with the requirenent of pre-clearance.

Today, | would urge the commttee to focus on
the other inportant part of the Voting Rights Act,
section two. A bipartisan Congress in 1982 anended
section two of the Voting Rights Act to allow a cause of
action when the voting process has the effect of diluting
a mnority's voting power. M reading of the | aw and
Suprene Court decision, Thornburg vs. Gngles in 1986 is
that proof of racial bias is not required to prove a
viol ation of section twd. |Instead, if the district map
change has the effect of diluting the voting strength of
mnorities, then it can be in violation of the Voting
Ri ghts Act.

It is clear Congressional redistricting nmaps
passed after the 2010 census have had the effect of
diluting the inpact of mnority voters in CD2. | wll
refer you to Exhibit A which shows CD2 was conpetitive

bet ween Denocrats and Republicans prior to the new nmap.
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Denocrat Bobby Bright won by one percent in 2008, and
Republ i can Marsha Roby won by two percent in 2010. It is
equally clear CD2 is now non-conpetitive.
Exhibit Bis the current map for CD7, which
i ncl udes Birm ngham CD7 has 63 percent black residents,
which | recommend reducing to 53 percent, which would
allowit to maintain a status of a magjority mnority
district.
Exhibit Cis the current map for CD2, which has
30 percent black residents, which |I recommend increasing
by 10 percent, for a total of 40 percent black residents.
Ef fecti ve proposal: Republicans continue to
dom nate 71 percent of Congressional districts, five out
of seven instead of six out of seven. Today, Republicans
control 85 percent of CDs even though the conbi ned
m nority popul ation has grown to 35 percent. This change
wll create a fairer opportunity for mnority voters
under the principle of one person, one vote to elect a
candidate in a conpetitive CD2. This proposal also is
consistent with the requirenents of, one, contiguity;
two, conpactness; and, three, communities of interest.
Lastly, M. Chairman, |ike nost of Anerica,
Al abama is going through a transformation. It is
becomi ng nore and nore diverse. As a result of the

growi ng diversity, Al abanma added over a quarter mllion
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new residents over the |ast decade to bring our total
popul ation to 5,024,000. WMst of the residents are
mnority and deserving an opportunity to have a second
menber in Congress.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, M. Washi ngton.

SENATOR MCCLENDON: M. Washi ngton, you nade an
excel l ent presentation. You cane well prepared, and |
know your mama and daddy are proud of you, for | am
Thank you so nuch for being with us.

REPRESENTATI VE PRINGLE: 1'd like to echo those
comrents, best presentation we' ve had.

MR. WALKER: Qur next speaker is Kathleen
Kirkpatri ck.

M5. KIRKPATRICK: That's a very tough act to
follow, but 1'll do nmy best. Thank you.

I''m Kat hl een Kirkpatrick, and |I'ma resident of
the garden district here in Montgonery. So |I'm | ocated
in Senate district 76, House district 77 and U. S.
Congressional district nunber two, and 1'd like to
provi de some comments primarily about the Senate
di stricts.

One of the things | |ove about Montgonery is our
deep history in the civil rights novenent, and when

noved back to Al abama originally to nmy honet own of
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Tuscal oosa about a decade ago, | was really attracted to
living in Montgonery, our state capital, for this reason,
because of the history and because of a pattern of
sust ai nabl e redevel opnent in this region that | find is
really intriguing and | ooks to the future.

But, first, let's talk about Senate districts 25
and 26. | think | m sspoke earlier on the nunber. So
["'min Senate district 26. |It's relatively conpact,
right, addresses that concern, but it's also a relatively
urban district that's predom nantly bl ack, about 76
percent, by the way.

By contrast, Senate district 25 is a very oddly
shaped district that reaches all the way from El nore
County, swi ngs down through and grabs these weird little
chunks of the Gty of Montgonery that are predom nantly
white and runs all the way down to all of Crenshaw
County. There is sone bal ance that's needed for these
squiggly lines, and with the new census information, as
you noted earlier, there needs to be rebalancing to
accurately reflect that one person, one vote concern.

Ri ght ?

So |I'm proposing redrawi ng those lines. |
realize this is all going to need to take into
consi deration neighboring districts, but I know that it's

possi bl e, and personally |I'mworking with a nunber of
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friends and col |l eagues in redrawi ng maps and eval uati ng
the statew de maps with the new census data to address
t hese concerns, and |I'mplanning to submt those
comrents, the specifics, along wwth maps no |l ater than
the 16th of this nonth.

Since I"'mnot out of tinme quite yet, I'd al so
like to talk about our state House districts. There are
seven House districts in Montgonery County, weirdly
shaped, obviously pulling in fromrural areas outside of
Montgonery to try to address sone of the balance. There
is a better way to do this. | won't go into those
details now.

Last and certainly not |east, again, | have a
very tough act to follow here tal ki ng about the
Congressional districts, but it is a disservice to the
peopl e of Montgonery to not do a better job addressing a
bal ance and to split our city into three Congressi onal
districts, especially since we know there's a | ot of
federal funding comng. W need to be able to work
closely with our federal representatives to nmake sure
that that noney is spent appropriately and that we can do
it in a consolidated manner to work for all of our city
and county.

MR. WALKER: Thank you.

M5. KI RKPATRI CK:  Thank you for the opportunity.
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MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch.

Qur next speaker is M ke Hol nes.

Ch, kay. If we had one, we'd give it to you.

The Reverend Rayford Mck.

REVEREND MACK: (Good evening to the
co- chai rpersons, Senator MC endon and Representative
Pringle, and all of the other nmenbers of the
Redi stricting Commttee.

' m Reverend Rayford Mack. |'m president of the
metro Montgonmery branch of the NAACP, and |'m here today
to go on record at this public hearing asking -- to ask,
to urge the conmttee to create fair and representative
maps. | amtired of being the victimof partisan
gerrymanderi ng, packing, cracking and a | arge el ection
system

I was a sophonore attending Toul mnville High
School in 1969 |ocated in Mbile, A abama when school s
really started the integration process. As a
16-year-old, | watched our school enrollnent drop from
1600 students to a thousand. | w tnessed how
systematically the best athletes fromny school were
zoned to predonminantly white schools, |eaving just enough
mal e students to remain in that athletic class or
di vi si on.

You know, fast forward, and | was a candi date
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for House district 74 in 2018. | have lived in district
74 since 1993. | have seen the denographics of that

district evolve over the last 25 years. Wen | relocated
to Montgonery in 1990, nost of the residents |iving down
the Atlanta H ghway were white. Eastdale Mall was the
flagship for shopping in the Montgonery area, and there
were no busi nesses on Atlanta H ghway once you passed
Bel | Road except for Green Thunb and a Chevron station.

When we noved into the Copperfield subdivision
in '93, the neighborhood racial conposition was about 90
percent white. |If we fast-forward today, that racial
conposition is about 50 percent white, 50 percent other.
Most of the black population live in the city of
Mont gonery.

Because of the way Senate district 25 and 26,
House district 78 -- 77 and 78 currently are drawn, it
packs bl ack voters in ways that do not reflect
communities of interest and in nunbers necessary to
conmply with the voting rights. And | know ny tinme has
went off, but like | said earlier, I was a candidate for
House district 74 in 2018, but for sonme reason mnority
candi dat es cannot w n.

And | know the commttee stated in y'all's
initial neeting that you wanted to -- the goal was to

draw the nost constitutionally sound | egal defensible
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plan we can arrive at. | suggest the follow ng for black
voters to have fair representation in the Al abama

| egi slature: Black voters should no | onger be packed
into districts in Montgonery and the Jefferson County
areas in ways that unfairly dilute their political power.
Communi ties of interest should no | onger be split in the
Huntsvill e area, and districts should not unnecessarily
pull in parts of other counties, particularly in places

| i ke Jefferson, Montgonery and Madi son County.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, Reverend Mack.

Qur next speaker is Acquanetta Poole. Wl cone,
Ms. Pool e.

M5. POOLE: Thank you so nuch for this
opportunity to speak with you, and thank you for taking
this neeting.

My nane is Acquanetta Poole, and I live in state
Senate district 25. | am here representing al
underserved children in all school districts.

My heart is very heavy this evening as | share a
living story. | made it out, a product of Montgonery
Public School System However, all too often, | hear of
so many children that did not nake it out, hundreds of
them They do not have a fighting chance to nake it out.

The district representing the black and brown
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community maps are drawn with biased intentions. They
are unequal when educating black and brown children. |
ask that you change the currency of this slippery sl ope,
of this three-tier school system The traditional schoo
system funds are depleting. The funds are going to the
charter schools with no possibility of returning.

The second ol dest school systemis the private
school system and their survival is coined "at risk."
The traditional schools have been | aboring at risk, and |
ask -- have been | abored as at risk, and |I ask, why are
you putting our children at risk in harms way, cutting
off their life support? G ve our black and brown
children a chance to nmake it out of this designed plan
that has held them captive, the pipeline to the prison
system That's the direction that they're going.

Aliving map will be presented by Septenber
16th, along with many supporting testinonies to validate
our concern.

Thank you for allowng nme the opportunity to
share this testinony. | am here not |ooking for a
handout, just asking you to give our children a chance to
make it out.

Agai n, thank you for your heartfelt
consi derati on.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, Ms. Pool e.
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Qur next speaker is M. Bobby Mayes. Ckay.
Thank you, M. Mayes.

Next is Ms. Tabitha Isner. Welcone, M. Isner.

M5. | SNER: Thank you. Good evening. M nane
is Tabitha Isner. | live in Congressional district two,
state school board district three, state Senate district
26 and House district 77, and don't even get ne started
on the | ocals.

If you | ook at where those four districts |line
up, Congressional two, state school board three, state
Senate district 26, House district 77, you know exactly
where | live. There aren't a |ot of other people who can
say that they have that particular alignnent of
districts. M son's school isn't in that area. The
church ny husband pastors isn't in that area. | don't
even know anyone el se other than ny i medi ate nei ghbors
who live in that area.

It's terribly confusing here in Mntgonery that
the districts don't line up. They don't line up within
precincts. They don't |ine up anongst nei ghbors or
nei ghbor hoods. So tonight | want to testify on behal f of
the weary Montgonery voter who is exhausted by the way
Montgonery is continually divided into snmaller and
smal | er pieces.

First and perhaps nost concerning is the
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di vi sion of Montgonery County into three Congressional
districts, which has already been discussed, but |'m
going to say it again. That division is not necessary
and serves no purpose other than racial gerrymandering.
Mont gonmery functions as a unified econony and a unified
community and culture. W are a single nedia market, yet
on TV, we see ads for three different Congressiona

races. Local organi zations that want to advocate for our
region must wite letters, nmake phone calls and nake
visits to three different Congressional representatives,
only one of whom even has an office in Mntgonery,
despite it being one of the largest cities.

Raci al divisions are already a huge problemin
our town. So the fact that white voters are |ikely
represented by a different congressnman than bl ack voters
only serves to further the sense that we aren't really
living in the sanme town.

Moreover, no voter in Mntgonery County is
voting in a conpetitive election for their Congressional
representative. All three seats here in Mntgonery
county are regularly won with a margin of over 20 points,
whet her that's by a Denocrat or a Republican. There
clearly is enough diversity in this community to have
conpetitive races, and, yet, we don't. And

non-conpetitive districts are bad for voters because when
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a representative isn't worried about losing their seat,
they don't have any reason to listen to their
constituents. The result is that decisions are being
made in primaries, and we are getting representati ves who
are nore and nore extrene in their beliefs, less and | ess

likely to | ook for bipartisan sol utions.

Il will be submtting a proposed Congressi onal
map that keeps Montgonery together in one district. It
wasn't hard to draw. | can, in fact, show you many maps,

many di fferent configurations of our Congressional map
that all result in a unified Montgonery. |In ny preferred
map, we get a conpetitive second district.

MR. WALKER:. Wbuld you wap it up, M. Isner.

M5. ISNER | would. | will also be submtting
comments in witing about the state board of education
which is al so deeply dividing Mntgonery.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. WALKER: Thank you for your comrents.

I think we may have one question that's been
submtted renotely. Just one second, please.

M5. OVERTON: Yes. This is from Catherine
Davi es. She wants to know - -

MR. WALKER: We can't hear you.

M5. OVERTON: This is from Cat heri ne Davi es.

"We still need a citation for the, quote, only one
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person, quote, deviation for the Congressional district.
The answer is deep in the case law is not good enough.”
MR. WALKER: Ckay. Well, | don't have case | aw
up here with ne. So, Ms. Davies, we'll answer that |ater
on.
Are there any other comments or questions from
t he people attending virtually?
M5. OVERTON: No, there were no other questions.
MR. WALKER: Ckay. Anybody el se who wants to

speak?

Yes, mm' am

M5. WOODSON: Thank you for your patience with
ny approach. Hello. M nane is Elizabeth Wodson. |'m

a Montgomery resident in the garden district, which is

state Senate 26 and state House 77. |'ve been here in
Mont gonery for four years, and | love it, no plans to
| eave. It's a place | call home and a conmmunity |'m

really honored to be a part of.

My question is for Commttee Chairs MC endon
and Pringle. Thank you so nuch for being here tonight.
It's great to see you. | wanted to ask about the reality
that we exist in a partisan system Each of you were
elected in a partisan system and as it's been nentioned
many tinmes, our Constitution and federal |egislature

requires that maps reflect the needs of actual
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communities regardl ess of parties and that our maps are
not infected with partisan bias. The people in a
denocracy are supposed to choose our |eaders, but our
history in our state and in our country has often
resulted in the opposite where our | eaders are choosing
their voters. And that is wong, and | don't want that
to be happening in ny community in 2021.

So ny question is, if you can please explain
what specific neasures you're inplenmenting to ensure that
your conmttee's process in determning these maps is
nonpartisan and will result in fair and unbi ased outcones
and if you can explain why this process is not being | ed
by a nonpartisan and i ndependent body which would give ne
as a voter a lot nore confidence in the outcone.

MR WALKER: |'ll answer that. The Constitution
requires the legislature to conduct redistricting. W
don't have a process for a redistricting commttee. That
coul d be considered by the |egislature and put to
amendnent to the Constitution, but that hasn't happened.

M5. WOODSON:  Thank you. | actually was
directing ny question to Chairs MC endon and Pringle.

MR. WALKER. But I'mthe hearing officer and |
responded to your questi on.

M5. WOODSON:  The first part was the specific

nmeasures that you're inplenenting in your commttee to
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ensure that the process is indeed nonpartisan. |1'd |ike
to hear from--

MR. WALKER: It's actually not a nonpartisan
process. It's an inherently political process. Each
| egi sl ator knows the interest of his constituents, and
that is an inherently political consideration. There is
a school of thought that says it should be nonparti san,
but there's also a school of thought that says it is
partisan. The Suprenme Court has said that it doesn't
have any basis for articulating a standard for judici al
managenent of partisan gerrymandering and has |eft that
to the state Suprenme Courts to decide. So maybe we'l|
get a chance to see, after the new plans are drawn,
whet her or not our state Suprenme Court regards it as a
partisan or nonpartisan activity.

M5. WOODSON:  Thank you. | really would |love to
hear -- | know that you both need tine this evening to do
this, and | would just really love to hear fromyou both,
Chairs MC endon and Pringle.

MR. WALKER: Ms. Wodson, this is a hearing to
coll ect testinony about how districts should be redrawn
and to hear the interests of voters such as yourself,
which | appreciate, but it's not an opportunity for you
to cone here and put people on the spot, and I'msorry if

you di sagree with ny interpretation of what this hearing
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is for.

M5. WOODSON: Wl I, hopefully we can hear from
you directly at sone point. You' re who are leading us in
this process, and I'mnot intending to be inappropriate
in any way. | am eager to understand you as | eaders and
where you're conming fromin this really inportant and
chal | engi ng process, and | was hoping that that woul d be
possible. I'mgoing to give you one |ast chance if it
I's, but | hope at sone point we wll get to hear directly
from you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. You're close in your
time. Thank you for your testinony. Thank you. This is
an exhibit that will be added to the record as an
exhibit. Thank you.

Is there anyone el se who would |i ke to speak?
| s there anyone el se who has raised their hand or
subm tted sonething by chat who is attending renotely?
Oh, good. Hang on just one second.

kay. Yes, sir. Please cone up. Wuld you
m nd stating your name for the record?

MR. GLASGOW Kenneth Sharpton d asgow. | want
to pose a question and ask, you know, we've got the
voting where people in prison could vote and all that,
the first state in the country to ever do it, a lawsuit,

A asgow versus Allen back in 2008. And one of the
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questions | have for this commttee, have y'all even
consi dered the fact of counting those that are

I ncarcerated fromtheir hone and not fromwhere they are
I ncarcerated? W' ve got 10 other states that's doing
that, and it's fromthe nunbers that have been down

because of people's lack of participation in the system

That's sonething | want to throw at y'all. And
we Wil be putting sonething into effect to send to y'al
in a proposal before the 16th. |Is that sonething that

this coonmttee would even consider, is what | wanted to
ask publicly.

MR WALKER: It's certainly sonmething that, as
you indicate, sone states do. The nmpjority of states do
not repatriate incarcerated persons. It tends to be kind
of conplicated, and there's questions about it, but
there's no reason why it can't be done technically,
ultimately. |'mnot sure that that proposal has been
made to the commttee. It hasn't been made at a neeting
that | was at. So if you can get one of the nenbers of
the commttee to make it, | --

MR. GLASGOWN |'Il definitely be getting with
Senator Singleton with it because we've got 12 states
that's already doing it. He knew | was com ng, right?
We've got 12 states already doing it. And one of the

things I want you to | ook at and consider is by ny
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| awsui t, being that one of the agreenents, because of the
Moral Turpitude Act and the Al abanma State Constitution
was that they vote fromwhere they cone fromand not from
where they're housed at, then by all rights, if they're
counted in the census, they should be counted where they
come from not where they're housed at.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. For those who aren't
famliar with that issue, just to expand it a little bit,
as | nentioned, we get total population fromthe census
bureau, and, for exanple, in Barbour County, we'll get
the total popul ation of Barbour County -- or Elnore
County, we'll get the total population of Elnore County,
and that will include persons who are incarcerated in the
prisons there. Not all of those people are
di senfranchi sed, and so the issue is should they be
I ncluded in the place where they're incarcerated or
shoul d they be included in their honme county if that's in
Al abama and we can determ ne where it is.

Sone states, as Reverend d asgow has i ndi cated,
have taken the step of repatriating those voters for
census purposes, and they feel that's a fair way to do
It. Mst states have not yet done that, and so |
understand you're going to be proposing that for us to

do. So thank you for your comrents, sir.
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One | ast chance for anybody who would like to
speak. Nowis the time. Thank you very nuch for com ng
today, for participating by being here and --

M5. OVERTON:  Dor man?

2

WALKER:  Yes?

o

OVERTON: W have one online coment and
guesti on.

MR. WALKER: Ckay.

MS. OVERTON: This is from Anna. She said, "I
subm tted coments electronically and was happy to hear
M. Washington and Ms. Kirkpatrick and Ms. |sner speak of
the three issues |I find nost inportant, the need for
conpetitiveness, the need for conpactness and the need to
uphol d section two of the voting rights. M question is
about transparency. Do you have a plan on conmmuni cati ng
the progress of this process, further opportunities for
public input and opportunities to ask questions of the
community representative or staff?"

MR. WALKER: The purpose of these hearings,
whi ch continue through the 16th, is to collect comrents
from people around the state who want to conmment on how
the districts should be drawn. Everything that's said is
taken down by a court reporter, and those transcripts
will be posted within a week or two weeks after the

heari ngs concl ude on the reapporti onnent website. To get
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to the reapporti onnent website, just Google Al abama

| egi sl ature, and when you go there, you'll see a drop-
down nenu or tab for redistricting. Go there, and you
can read the transcripts of all of the hearings.

So those will be considered by the |legislature
as districts are drawn. |In addition, once a speci al
session is called, and we don't know when that wll be,
but there will need to be a special session on
redistricting, there will be conmttee hearings, and
those are certainly open to the public, and we hope --
Well, we don't know quite what the regine is going to be
because of COVID and where we are now Wi th some new
variations, but, at any rate, they will be open, and
there ought to be sone formthat you can comment, even if
It's renptely. You can also contact your |egislator,
your Senate nenber and your House nenber and tell them
what you t hi nk.

So anybody el se who wants to speak?

SENATOR MCCLENDON:  Thank you all for being
here. W really appreciate you com ng.

MR. WALKER:. Ckay. This hearing is closed. |If
you did not signin and you'd like to, I'lIl put the sign-
I n sheets up here.

(Exhibits 1 through 5 were marked.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
COUNTY OF MOBILE )

| hereby certify that the above and foregoing
was taken down by ne renotely in stenotype and
transcri bed by neans of conputer-aided transcription, and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript to
the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | am neither of counse
nor of kin to any of the parties, nor aml in anyw se
interested in the result of said cause.

| further certify that | amduly |licensed by the
Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a Certified Court
Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR nunber follow ng ny

nane found bel ow.

KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR, ACCR302
NOTARY PUBLI C
MY COW SSI ON EXPI RES:  12/16/ 23
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Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Discovery

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness; changes; signing. When
the testimony is fully transcribed the deposition
shall be submitted to the witness for examination
and shall be read to or by the witness, unless such
examination and reading are waived by the witness
and by the parties. Any changes in form or
substance which the witness desires to make shall
be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness, unless the parties by stipulation
waive the signing or the witness is ill or cannot
be found or refuses to sign. If the deposition is
not signed by the witness within thirty (30) days
of its submission to the witness, the officer shall
sign it and state on the record the fact of the
waiver or of the illness or absence of the witness
or the fact of the refusal to sign together with
the reason, if any, given therefor; the deposition
may then be used as fully as though signed unless

on a motion to suppress under Rule 32 (d) (4) the
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court holds that the reasons given for the refusal
to sign require rejection of the deposition in

whole or in part.

(F) Certification and filing by officer; exhibits;
coplies; notice of filing.

(1) The officer shall certify on the deposition
that the witness was duly sworn by the officer and
that the deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by the witness. Unless otherwise
ordered by the court, the officer shall then
securely seal the deposition in an envelope
indorsed with the title of the action and marked
“Deposition of [here insert name of witness]” and
shall promptly file it with the court in which the
action is pending or send it by registered or

certified mail to the clerk thereof for filing.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.




