Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 1 of 45 FILED

2024 Sep-24 PM 04:10
U.S. DISTRICT COURT
i iteie\ BAMA

Deposition of:
September 7, 2021 9:00 Public Hearing

September 7, 2021

In the Matter of:

Permanent L egislative Committee On
Reapportionment Public Hearings

Veritext Legal Solutions
877.373.3660 | calendar-al @veritext.com | 800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 2 of 45

Page 1

ALABAVA PERMANENT COWM TTEE ON REAPPORTI ONMENT
AND REDI STRI CTI NG PUBLI C HEARI NG

HELD ON
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH, 2021
BEG NNI NG AT 9: 00 A M

LOCATI ON:
SHELTON STATE COVMUNI TY COLLEGE - MARTI N CAMPUS
9500 OLD GREENSBORO ROAD
TUSCALOOSA, ALABANA 35405
AND
ONLI NE VIA M CROSOFT TEAMS MEETI NG

TRANSCRI BED REMOTELY BY:
KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR,
COURT REPORTER

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N oo o b~ W N PP

e O S e T =
N~ oo o0~ WO N P O

18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 3 of 45

Page 2
I NDEX
OPENI NG REMARKS: PAGE
BY SENATOR JI M MCCLENDON. 3
BY REPRESENTATI VE CHRI S PRI NG.E .
BY MR DORMAN WALKER 6
TESTI MONY:
BY M5. CAROL PRI CKETT . 10
BY M. KATHERYN MEADOWS . 15
BY MR M KE ALTMAN. 16
BY Ms. KATHY JONES. 20
BY Ms. JUDY TAYLOR 21
BY MR ALBERT TURNER. 23
BY Ms. LI SA WARD. 31
EXHI BI T | NDEX
EXH BI T:
Exhibit 1 ONLI NE ATTENDEE LI ST. . 33
Exhibit 2 WRI TTEN TESTI MONY OF M KE ALTMAN W TH . . 33
ATTACHVENTS
Exhibit 3 WRI TTEN TESTI MONY OF CAROL PRI CKETT . .33
Exhibit 4 ONLI NE CHAT LOG . . 33
Exhibit 5 WRI TTEN TESTI MONY OF LI SA WARD. .33
Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 4 of 45

Page 3

SENATOR MCCLENDON: Good norni ng, everybody.
Thank you for being with us. W appreciate you j oi ni ng
us, and we | ook forward to your comments.

My nane is JimMC endon. |'ma state senator
fromSt. Clair County where | live, and | am Senate Chair
of the Redistricting Commttee.

On ny right is Chris Pringle. Chris is a state
representative, and Chris is the House of Representatives
Chair. And on ny left is Dorman Walker. He is an
attorney, and Dorman works for the Reapportionnent
Conmi tt ee.

Every 10 years, a census is nandated, and the
census is not nerely to count people but to |ocate
peopl e, and there's been a trend going on for decades of
a mgratory pattern away fromrural areas and toward
urban areas. And as a result of this, in order totry to
honor the concept of one person, one vote, we have to
change the shape of the districts. W have to catch the
peopl e as they nobve around.

W are working on and will be tal ki ng about
today -- or you will be tal king about today, if you w sh,
t he seven Congressional districts, the eight state board
of education districts, the 35 Senate districts and the

105 Al abama House of Representative districts. Sone of
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these districts will go up in population, and those
districts will have to be nade nore conpact in order to

get back to the ideal nunber. Sone of themw Il go down
I n popul ation, and those districts wll have to be nade
| arger in order to capture the nunber of people to reach
the target nunber which |I've got here. \Were is the
target nunber? There we go.

An ideal Senate district, for exanple, is
143,551, and an ideal House district is one-third of
that, 47,850. Now, we have a plus or mnus five percent
deviation that we can do. They don't have to have
exactly the same nunber. However -- and that's true of
the state board of education districts, too, but the
Congressional districts have to be down to one person.
They don't have a devi ation.

"Il give you sone exanples. W'Ill start with
Senate districts in your area that could inpact you.
Senate district five, for exanple, has |ost about 4,500
people. Senate district 21 has gained roughly 12,600
peopl e, and Senate district 24 has | ost about 8, 000
people. Cbviously, those district lines are going to
have to be adjusted to get back to the ideal nunber.
House districts in your area: House district 16 went
down. It had a decrease in population of 2600. House

district 61 went up in popul ation by about 3,300. House
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district 62 went up by about 7,600, and Senate district
63, which is vacant right now, it went up by about 7, 900.
House district 70 went up by about 1,400, and 71 went
down 3, 300.

So that gives you an idea of our task. | would
like to introduce now Representative Chris Pringle, and
he is going to give you sone guidelines for how we carry
out these hearings.

MR. PRING.E: Thank you so nmuch, Senator.

Again, |I'm Representative Chris Pringle from House
district 101, and | do believe ny friend and col |l eague,
M. England, is in the roomw th you from Tuscal oosa
County. Welcone, Chris, glad to have you.

Today, you will be asked to speak in the order
I n which you signed up. Please [imt your remarks to
three mnutes. At the end of the neeting, if we have
time, we wll conme back around to you. When you're
call ed, please cone to the m crophone, state your nane,
the community you represent and the district or districts
you want to speak about. |If you decide to speak but did
not sign up, we'll ask at the end if anyone who hasn't
spoken wants to speak.

If you're participating renotely, send your
question, and we'll read it into the record and answer

it.
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This hearing is being transcribed by a court
reporter working renotely. |If you have sonething you
would like to introduce into the record as an exhibit,
bring it to the m crophone when you speak and |l et the
hearing officer know, and we'll get it put into the
per manent record.

This hearing deals solely with redistricting, no
other legislative issue. W're not here to tal k about
any other legislative issue, so please keep your comments
germane to the redistricting issue.

Thank you so nmuch. Now it's M. Wl ker's turn.

MR. WALKER: |'m Dorman WAl ker, and good
norning. |1'Il go over the rules the legislature has for
itself for drawing districts. They can't draw them just
any way they want. The first rule, of course, is they
have to conply with the Federal Constitution and
principally the one person, one vote and
nondi scrim nation requirenments of the Constitution.

Wth regard to one person, one vote, that's a
requi renment that all districts that have to be
redi stricted be roughly equal in population, if they're
board of education or legislative districts, and be
al nrost precisely equal in population if they are a
Congressional district. The anmount of deviation all owed

for the state districts, which | nean to exclude the
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Congressional districts, is five percent above or bel ow
t he i deal population, and Senator M endon gave you the
| deal popul ati ons.

No plan adopted by the | egislature can have
ei ther the purpose or the effect of diluting mnority
voting streans, and all plans nust conply with section
two of the Voting Rights Act.

No district can be drawn in a manner that
subordi nates race-neutral districting criteriato
consi derations of race, color or nmenbership in a | anguage
mnority group -- that term race, color or nenbership in
a |l anguage mnority group, is taken from section two of
the Voting R ghts Act -- except when race, color or
menbership in a | anguage mnority group may predom nate
over race-neutral districting criteria is necessary to
conply with section two of the Voting Ri ghts Act,
provided there is a strong basis in evidence in support
of such a race-based choice. A strong basis of evidence
exi sts when there is good reason to believe that race
nmust be used in order to conply with the Voting Ri ghts
Act .

Districts should be reasonably conpact, and al
districts should reflect the denocratic wll of the
peopl e concerni ng how their governnent should be

restructured, and that's one of the purposes of the
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heari ng today, to hear what people have to say about how
the districts should be redrawn.

Districts are drawn on the basis of total
popul ati on. The census bureau gives us population in a
nunber of different forns. Total population is everyone
who was in the district on census day, which was April 1,
2020, and recorded as of that date. That includes a | ot
of people who can't vote, such as children or certain
peopl e who are incarcerated or people who are not
residents of the state or people who are not citizens.

But, neverthel ess, we base redistricting and
have al ways based redistricting on total popul ation,
al though at tines we nmay | ook at voting age popul ati on or
BVAP, bl ack voting age population, in particular in order
to ensure that we're conplying with section two of the
Voting Rights Act.

The nunber of Al abama Senate districts is set by
statute at 35. And the nunber of House districts is set
by statute at 105. The Constitution would allow us to
have an additional district, 107 -- 106, excuse ne. All
districts are single-nmenber districts, which neans that
only one person is elected fromeach district. Contests
bet ween i ncunbents will be avoi ded whenever possible with
drawi ng districts.

Districts nmust be contiguous; that is, they nust
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contact all other districts -- At every point, they nust
be in contact with another district or with one of the
boundaries of the state. Contiguity across water is

al | oned such as across rivers or | akes or Mobile Bay.

Districts shall respect comrunities of interest,
nei ghbor hoods and political subdivisions to the extent
practicable. A conmmunity of interest is identified as an
area with recognized simlarities of interest, including,
but not limted to, ethnic, racial, economc, tribal,
soci al, geographic and historic identities. The term
"community of interest” may in certain circunstances
i ncl ude political subdivisions such as counties, voting
precincts, nmunicipalities, tribal |and and reservati ons,
and school districts.

The di scernnment, weighing and bal anci ng of the
very interests or factors that contribute to communities
of interest is an intensely political process best
carried out by the elected representatives of the people.

Districts are required to be reasonably conpact,
and the legislature shall try to m nimze the nunber of
counties in each district.

In establishing legislative districts and,
really, all of the districts, the reapportionnent
commttee will give due consideration to all the criteria

herein. However, priority is to be given to the
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conpelling state interest requiring equality of
popul ati on anong districts and conpliance with the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965 as anended shoul d the requirenents
conflict with any other criteria.

So those are the rules, and, particularly, we'd
like to hear -- The legislature would Iike to hear about
communities of interest that need to be respected. W

have 29 peopl e signed up today, but we have only one

person who has signed up to speak. 1'Il call on that
person, and then I'll see if there's anybody el se who
wants to speak, and then I'll see if we have any

guestions submtted by the people who are participating

renmotely. And then, after that, I'Il see once again if
anyone wants to speak, and if no one does, |I'Il close the
heari ng.

So Carol Prickett has signed up to speak from
Tuscal oosa. Ms. Prickett, please cone forward.

M5. PRICKETT: Hello. M nane is Carol
Prickett. [|'ve lived in Tuscal oosa County for 38 years,
and ny Al abama famly roots go back five generations.
"' m here today as the spokesperson for the League of
Wnen Voters of Geater Tuscal oosa, and |I'm speaking to
the i ssue of Congressional redistricting.

As |'msure you know, the League of Wnen Voters

IS a nonpartisan organi zation. W do not endorse
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specific candi dates or parties, but we stand solidly
behi nd i ssues that affect all citizens, such as voting
and, here and now, creating fair Congressional districts.
Qur issues: Substantially equal in population,
geographically connected, equally representing racial and
| anguage minorities, and respecting comunities of
interest and the integrity of municipalities and
counties, as has been referenced in the underscoring
things that the entire legislature will be considering.
These are also our | eague's concerns as Al abana faces the
I ssue of redistricting.
The current district divisions neet many of
t hese goals but not all and, nobst inportantly, not the
| ast one, respecting conmunities of interest,
muni ci palities and counties. Tuscal oosa County
represents a | arge, diverse hub of energy for West
Al abama, which is a comunity of interest. But the
current Congressional districts do not allow us to speak
with a unified voice, do not receive the Congressional
attention our unique needs require from one
representative held accountable at our ballot boxes and
buries our concerns by honpbgenizing themw th those of
very different areas of Alabama Iife. The northern part
of our county is not like Al bertville or Fort Payne, and

the southern part of our county is not urban Birm ngham

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 13 of 45

Page 12

It is our | eague's understandi ng that
| egi slation will be proposed that maintains counties'
integrity in drawi ng up Congressional districts and
mai ntains all other requirenents for redistricting, and
|"'mhere to speak in favor of this whol e-county
phil osophy. A plan for this has already been put on
record at nore than one of these hearings that began | ast
week. We of the League of Winen Voters of Geater
Tuscal oosa stand behi nd and support this whol e-county
pl an that preserves all our redistricting goals,

I ncl udi ng mai ntaining counties' integrity in
Congressional districts.

Qur state Constitution and long traditions
support bol stering counties as the enbodi nent of
comunities of interest. As the |eading force behind
West Al abama's present and future, Tuscal oosa County
needs to speak with one el ected voice in Congress, and a
whol e- county phil osophy needs to be part of this
redistricting creed. It has been in the past, and if our
future is to be all it can be, it should be again as
difficult redistricting decisions are bei ng nmade.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Ms. Prickett, did you bring with
you, by any chance, any of these maps to hand out to the

peopl e at the hearing?

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 14 of 45

Page 13

M5. PRICKETT: | do not have those maps with ne.
They' ve been submtted at other hearing, and we
understand they're part of the record so far.

MR. WALKER: No, they are. | was just curious
because Ji m Bl acksher asked ne to reference a place where
they can be found, but | think it's going to be hard --
| f anybody is interested in |ooking at the nmap that the
League of Wonen Voters has proposed, and it has sone
I nteresting features, let ne give you this website. GCet
your pens ready because it's a little bit conplicated,
HTPPS: // dri ve. googl e. com fil e/ d/ lasnci gqaLQKVnKv7Lj HX 7082
zve-waQX/view. And, Jim we've got to have a better way
to get that information out than to read that.

M5. PRICKETT: | believe there was a |link that
was put into chat while you were speaking that's a little
bit nore conci se.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. (ood.

MS. PRICKETT: And | will also nention, if
anyone wants to email the League of Wonen Voters of
G eater Tuscal oosa, we will make sure that you get that
link in that.

We understand there are negotiations that w ||
happen, but this is the proposal that M. Singleton is
goi ng to be backing, as we understand, and several other

people in the legislature. Thank you for nentioning
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that, and the link will be in the chat, and you can get
that link fromthe League of Wonen Voters of Geater
Tuscal oosa.

MR WALKER: And | will point out there are two
i nteresting characteristics of this plan, and | state |
have no opinion on themone way or the other at this
hearing. One is that it does not have a m ni nal
deviation. It has a deviation of, | think, 2.46 total
deviation fromideal population. And another thing is
that it does not have a nmajority black district. It has
two districts that are opportunity districts, district
seven, which is Representative Sewell's district, has a
BVAP, whi ch nmeans the popul ation of black voters, in that
district is 45.82 percent of the district, and then it
al so has a second district, which is district six, which
I's the counties of Jefferson, Bibb, Hale and Perry, which
I's 40.55 percent black. So those are two interesting
features in that plan.

Is there anyone else at Shelton State in the
audi torium who wi shes to speak? And | can only see the
podium | can't see the cromd. So if there's anyone who
wants to speak, please cone up and just start speaking or
sonmehow | et us know.

Do we have any questions submtted renotely?

Yes. Are these people participating renotely?
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Cat heri ne Meadows. Catherine, you need to
unnmut e yoursel f.

M5. MEADOWS: Yes. Can you hear ne?

MR. WALKER: W can hear you now. Thank you.

M5. MEADOWAS: It is actually nme and ny husband
both attending renotely.

| wanted to know, is the coomittee going to use
an algorithmto help determ ne how to properly bal ance
the districts and prevent gerrynmandering? Al abama has
recently been in several articles where even a mddle
school student was featured in Forbes, and Al abama was
poi nted out as one of the worst gerrymandered states in
the country, and our lines are not drawn to bal ance. You
keep tal ki ng about bal anci ng the racial and ot her
I nterests of everyone, and | think the nost | ogical and
the best way to do that would be to use an al gorithm
rat her than, you know, an opinion of people.

And |'ve | ooked at the total -- the whol e-county
plan, and | agree that doesn't look |like it bal ances the
districts when | conpare to information put out in
articles that have called us out. Alabanma is being
repeatedly called out in the nedia for our issues, and we
need to address those issues, and this is one of them and
one of the ways to address those issues.

MR WALKER: |'mnot aware of a plan to use an

Veritext Legal Solutions
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algorithm If you're aware of an algorithmthat you want
to suggest to the legislature -- and | realize you're
probably not an expert in redistricting -- that would be
fine, but 1"'mnot aware of a plan to use an algorithm |
know sone states use algorithnms. Those tend to be states
that have redistricting comm ssions that are outside of
the legislature in some way or another. Each state is
set up in a different way, but there's not, so far as |
know as the | awer for the Redistricting Commttee , a
plan to use an algorithm

M5. MEADONS: Ckay. Well, | ama conputer
progranmer, so that technology is sonmething of interest to
me, so |l wll send in suggestions for possible sources of
al gorit hms.

MR. WALKER: Thank you for doing that.

M ke Altman. That's you right there. kay.

M. Altman, unnmute yourself and speak, please.

MR. ALTMAN: Thank you. |'mfrom Tuscal oosa. |
wanted to take a second to talk about the city itself in
terms of howit's carved up in ternms of districts right
now. One of the things you nentioned is nunicipalites
are considered communities of interest for redistricting
pur poses, but Tuscal oosa is cracked by a nunber of
di stricts.

| have a friend, we used to be neighbors. Qur

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 18 of 45

Page 17

kids go to the sanme school. W go to the sane church.
We take our kids to the sane parks. W go to |unch
regularly. But we do not share a single state
representative, and we have a different congressperson.
W're part of the sane community, except for our
(inaudible) two U S. senators. |t makes absolutely no
sense.

I nstead of being part of the sane district, our
community is divided at both the state House and state
Senate levels. Comunities in the Gty of Tuscal oosa are
districted with rural areas that are not the sane kinds
of communities. This neans that our represenatives are
often distant fromus in rural commnities and do not
share the concerns as a md-sized city |like Tuscal oosa.

If you | ook at the nunbers you just put forth, a
state Senate nunber was 143,000 and change. That's nore
than the popul ation of the city of Tuscal oosa. You said
t he House nunber is |ike 47,850, around there. That's
about half. So we should theoretically have maybe one
state senator and two House nenbers. And |I'm | ooking at
a map right now, and we've got four, depending on where
you live in the city, state senators -- three state
senators and four state House districts within the city
limts.

My district is 71, a lovely district, happy to
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live there. It trenches all the way to Livingston. |
couldn't drive to the farthest southwest corner of ny
di strict and back and be here in tine for lunch. | can

have | unch with ny buddy and get back to work, but we're

not in the sane district. |If |I was going to go to |unch
W th sonebody in ny district, | couldn't get back to work
on tinmne.

So I'd like to know what the commttee can do as
we draw these |ines because the communities of a m d-size
city share very little in common with the commttees of
the rural areas southwest of here or far north
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. WALKER: As the hearing officer, | try to
tread a |line between comrenting on conments or expressing
an opinion, which | don't want to do, and providing
I nformation that m ght be hel pful to people at the
hearing in responding to questions. So don't interpret
ny conments as a statenent of opinion one way or the
ot her on what you said.

What happens, particularly with Tuscal oosa, and
al so the sane thing happens with Lee County, if that
makes you feel better, it's not just Al abama, it's
Auburn, too, is they're densely popul ated counties in the
m ddl e of areas that are nore sparsely popul ated and,

wor se than that, |osing popul ati on.
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So renenber that the first overarching
requi rement that the legislature has to neet in order to
conply with the Constitution is equality of popul ation of
districts. The only way to repopul ate and get equal
popul ati on for those sparsely popul ated counties around
Tuscal oosa is to cone in to Tuscal oosa and,
unfortunately, parcel out some of its population to those
counties. Oherw se, those districts would be huge. So
that's probably why the | egislature has done what it has
done.

And | hear what you're saying about respecting
communities of interest, but the priority has to be
equal ity of popul ati on.

MR. ALTMAN. | appreciate that, but | guess |
also noted -- I"'mlooking at a redistricting map right
now, and when you click the mnority age voting
popul ation filter, you quickly see that the mnority
voting age popul ation nunbers match pretty nmuch exactly
with the district line in ways that crack and then
connect basically black voters on the west side of
Tuscaloosa limts with voters down in Livingston, which
creates one district; whereas, if you had the city in the
m ddl e, say, and you had those rural areas you're talking
about noving out fromthose popul ation centers or if you

had (i naudi bl e) tal king about the House district, cut it
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in half and go out that way, you would have conpetitive
districts in terns of partisan lines and then have 55
percent African-Anmerican (inaudible) mnority district as
opposed to 65 for district 71 right now So there's sone
packi ng happeni ng (i naudi ble) with that popul ation

requi rement used as an excuse, it sounds |ike.

MR. WALKER: All right. Anyone el se who wants
to speak? Thank you for those coments, M. Altmn.

Kat hy Jones.

M5. JONES: H . This is Kathy Jones. | spoke
to you | ast Wednesday at Drake State and really
appreciate the hearings that you' ve been holding, and I'm
just really in awe of all the people participating.

The one thing | did want to ask you, and | put
It into the chat, was sone references. W're not really
sure why you keep saying that the Congressional districts
have to bal ance by no nore than one person because there
Is -- you know, there is a lot of precident that says
that's not a requirenent, and it seens to be m sl eading,
and I"'mjust trying to get youto -- | don't know if I
| eave this in the chat, if it's going to becone part of
the record or what else do | need to do to nake sure that
t he concerns about the statenents you're nmaki ng about the
one person difference in the Congressional district seens

to be -- fromwhat |I'mgetting advised, is not conpletely
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accur at e.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, Ms. Jones. | understand
that M. Bl acksher has an argunent that the whol e-county
pl an that the League of Wnen Voters has proposed with
2.46 deviation neets the constitutional requirenents. |
don't fully know what that argunment is. | know there are
ci rcunstances in which deviation has been allowed in
Congressional plans, but I'mnot sure that those
ci rcunstances apply in Al abama. The statenents that you
have submitted by chat are part of the record.

There's soneone at the podiumnow. Wuld you
i dentify yourself, please, and tell us what you have to
say.

M5. TAYLOR M nane is Judy Taylor. |'m part
of the County of Tuscal oosa, and | want to take the
discussion a little different slope, and that is the
standing comnmttee that oversees the redistricting. Can
you tell me when that commttee was seated and how | ong
t hose nenbers have served on that commttee?

MR. WALKER: Gosh. The conmttee was created by
the legislature in the '"70s, | think. '89, sorry. And
during non-redistricting sessions, it is a small
committee. During redistricting sessions, it is a large
commttee of, | believe, 22 people. It has nenbership

fromthe House and fromthe Senate and, as you know from
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sitting through our introduction, it has a Senate chair
and a House co-chair.

| don't know that | have any information about
the tenure of the people who have served on the
commttee. | know that Senator MO endon was the House

co-chair last tinme, so he has good experience on the

comrittee, which, trust ne, it's a very -- it's not an
easy task.
M5. TAYLOR: | was going to say a thankl ess job.
MR. WALKER: |'m sure they would agree with you

that it is a thankl ess job.

I don't know -- | know there are nenbers of the
comrittee that have served for a long tine, but I
couldn't tell you exactly who they are and how | ong
they've served. |'msorry.

(Inaudible) This is a redistricting tinme. So
there's 11 in the House and 11 in the Senate that are
appoi nted. During years that redistricting is not going
on, there's three nmenbers in the House and three nenbers
in the Senate that serve.

M5. TAYLOR. | was just curious about the
appoi ntment and the continuing service in those
comm ttees.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, ma'am

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 24 of 45

Page 23

Is there anyone else at Shelton State in the
auditoriumwho w shes to speak? If you do, please cone
to the podi um

Ms. Jones, you still have your hand up. Do you
have anything el se you want to say?

M5. JONES: No. | guess | did not see it up.
Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Thank you.

Yes, sir.
MR. TURNER: |'m Al bert Turner fromPerry
County. |I'mvery interested in the Congressional nmakeup

of the Al abama del egation. Currently, we only have one
denocrat in that delegation, and | am curious to know
what is the objective of the commttee, as well as what
IS the proposed deviation that you all are going to put
forth to the full |egislature.

As you know, a question earlier was presented

that -- Soneone nade the statenent that one person is the

only deviation. W know that the Constitution allows up

to a five percent deviation, and it ensures that

African-Anmericans are represented in Congress. And from

the State of Al abama, are you all making sure that
African- Anrericans have representation in our
Congr essi onal del egati ons?

We know that, currently, with seven districts,
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six are held by Republicans and one by a Denocrat, and in
central Al abama, there is a cluster of the popul ation
that are what we call the Black Belt population of which
I"'mfrom Perry County. The population is |eaving. So,

t herefore, Congressional district nunber seven is going
to be expanded to make sure that we get the nunber of
people that's required to have an equalization of
districts.

So what is your deviation? W know one or zero
Is not going to work to make sure that African-Anericans
are adequately represented in the Congressional makeup.
So what is the deviation or what is the target that you
all are going for?

MR. DORMAN. M understanding of the law is that
with Congressional districts, we're pretty nmuch bound to
m ni mal devi ation. The Suprene Court cases di scussing
devi ation for non-Congressional districts and from which
the safe harbor, if you wll, of plus or mnus five
percent cones from (inaudible), and the Suprene Court has
therefore additionally allowed nore |latitude for those
districts in terns of deviation while being nore strict,
typically, in the deviation fromideal population for
Congressional districts. | understand that, again, the
counsel for the League of Wnen Voters has a different

argunent on that. | think that it's likely that after
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the legislature has drawn districts -- and, again, the
| egislature will do its best to make sure the districts
it draws conply with the Federal Constitution, the equal
protection clause and with the Voting Rights Act -- |
think it's likely that we will have two conpeting
| awsui ts, based on what |'ve been told, (inaudible)
what ever is drawn.

You may know, M. Turner, that in Novenber of
20 -- well, actually, in 2018, the Denocratic Party filed
a lawsuit alleging that the state should have drawn two
majority black districts, and that was tried in federal
court, and in order to draw two majority black districts
i nstead of just the one district we have now, which is
Terri Sewell's district -- | can't recall exactly what
her BVAP is, but in order to draw two majority bl ack
districts, the BVAP of her district and a new majority
bl ack district two were taken down to from about 50 --
bet ween 50 and 52 percent BVAP, so just barely over the
l i ne.

Whet her or not that's sufficient or not, I'm
sure, is sonething that will be litigated again if that
| awsuit is refiled, and ny understanding is that the
people who want to file that lawsuit has said they're
going to file it again if the state doesn't draw two

maj ority black Congressional districts.
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On the other hand, there's the plan proposed by
t he League of Wonen Voters which doesn't have any
maj ority black Congressional districts but has two what
are called opportunity districts with, |I think, 45 and 40
percent BVAP that would cover districts -- The district
seven under that plan is basically all of the Black Belt
except for Barbour County and with sone Bl ack Belt
adj acent counties |ike Washi ngton, d arke, Mnroe and
Conecuh. But then district six would be a second
majority black district consisting of Jefferson, Bibb,
Perry and Hal e, and those |ast three, of course, are
Black Belt -- or at least Perry and Hale are Bl ack Belt
counti es.

MR. TURNER: | just wanted to nake sure you know
that 1'mgoing to be objecting to Perry being taken out
of the seventh district, and I want to make sure that the
record shows that | object to any plan that does not have
a majority black voting age popul ation. W' re not
tal ki ng about population itself because in sone of those
counties, we have prisons. Prisoners are included in the
data. So those nunmbers woul d not be adequately
representing the African-Anerica community.

So | want the record to show that |'m opposed to
any plan that takes Perry County out of the seventh

district, and I'm opposed to any plan that does not have
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a voting age popul ation of African-Anmericans above 55
percent. Hi story has shown that that is the only way
t hat we can guarantee that we have an opportunity to have
representation in Washington. Just to say that we've got
bl ack popul ati on does not guarantee bl ack representation.
So | want to nmake sure that the conm ttee understands
that the voting age popul ati on needs to be in excess of
55 percent in any district that is created.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. WALKER: M. Turner, please don't |eave.
Just to nmake sure that | was clear, | don't want to
m ssrepresent the League of Wonen Voter's plan. The
percentages that | was tal king about, 40.55 and 42.8
percent for their district plan, six and seven, those are
BVAPs, not total black population. So if |I m sspoke on
that, | apologize. | didn't nean to do that.

I"d like to ask you to expound, though, if you
can, because it's helpful to the commttee on the
statenent that at |east 55 percent BVAP is required for a
successful Congressional district. Anything else you can
tell the conmittee about why you believe it should be 55
woul d be very hel pful.

MR. TURNER: Well, 55 percent ensures that the
popul ati on base woul d be above 55 percent. So the

popul ati on that would be represented woul d be an Afri can-
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American district with the general popul ati on bei ng above
55 and the voting age being above 55, that would ensure
us that you have a nine-and-a-half out of 10 chance of
having an African-Anmerican to represent that particul ar
district. And that should be the objective, to nmake
sure --

We want to skirt around the issue, but race and
politics go hand in hand. Very few mnority districts
are represented by majority people, and that goes
bl ack/white, white/black. So in dealing with
redistricting in the past and with ny father, 55 percent
voting age popul ati on has al ways been guaranteed to nmake
sure that we have sonmeone of African-Anmerican descent
representing that district.

And | heard her say sonething about Senat or
Singleton is going to be supporting a plan. Senator
Singleton is not going to be representing any plan that's
got 40-sonet hi ng percent voting age bl ack popul ati on and
think that's going to pass. That's not going to pass,
and bl acks sure aren't supporting that. 1'Il make sure
t hat bl acks understand that 55 percent or sonmewhere in
t hat nei ghborhood is what's needed to ensure African-
Anericans being represented in Congress. |If you take a
40 percent black voting age population in a district and

put in Congress, that district will be represented by a
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white and nost |ikely represented by a Republican, and
there's no way that anyone can understand or should
understand that our politics in Alabama is not issue
based, per se.

So we want to make sure that the conmttee
under st ands that we have to nake sure that we have
African-Anmerican representation in Congress. W only
have one. W only have one Denocrat, and it's because of
the way the district lines were drawn before. To say
you've got two districts with overall popul ation being 50
or 51 percent African-Anerican, the voting age
popul ati on -- which we are younger in our popul ation. W
have nore people under the age of 18 than any other. So
al t hough you have a popul ati on of peopl e anpbunt, voting
age popul ati on, which (inaudible) determ nes who can cast
that vote should be the determnation of 55 plus to
ensure -- and if soneone gets to a 55 plus popul ati on,
you know, they deserve to win. W need to nake sure that
the cards are not stacked agai nst, one, African-Anericans
and, two, Denocrats in this upconmng redistricting
pr ocess.

I'msatisfied we don't have enough bl ack peopl e
In Al abama to create two 55 percent districts, but |I'm
satisfied to nmake sure we have one African-Anmerican in

Congress that can speak on our behalf because we do have
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different issues that need to be addressed by our own

peopl e.
Thank you.
MR. WALKER: Thank you, M. Turner. Is there --
M5. OVERTON. There's a question from-- |'m not
sure of the nane. It says, "I'mnot famliar wth racial

makeup of the counties of Al abama, so does the LW nap
not address racial packing?"

MR. WALKER: The question is does the League of
Wnen Voters' nmap address racial packing, and packing is
a termthat's used, for those of you who are not
famliar -- You may have heard two terns being used by
speakers, "cracking" and "packing." Packing is when --
and let's speak in terns of black popul ations, since
that's principally what we're dealing wwth in Al abama.

When nore bl ack voters are put into a district
than are necessary to elect a -- or to give blacks in
that district the opportunity to elect the candi date of
their choice and the, if you will, the excess bl ack
voters could be conbined with black voters in other
pl aces to create another majority mnority district, then
that's what's call ed packi ng because those are wasted
vot es.

Cracking is where -- the opposite of packing, is

where the minority community is spread anong a variety of
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districts so that it never has the chance to have the
opportunity to elect the candidate of choice in the
presence of racially polarized voting.

And | can't speak for the League of Wnen
Voters' plan, but given that it's the League of Wnen
Voters, |I'msure that they have thought about cracking
and packi ng and have done their best to avoid that, but
t hi nk you woul d have to ask them about that.

Anybody el se?

M. Altman, you have your hand up again?

MR. ALTMAN: Yes, just real fast. | heard what
the gentleman said a second ago, and | just want to say
it's not just the 55 percent mninum That's |ike a
perfect |line, but you don't want to get above 60 percent
because that's when you start getting into the packing
you were just describing. The target would be between 55
and 60 percent for a successful district. It doesn't
have to be African-Anerican, but soneone they chose in
that community is chosen. Even in our county, currently
district 71 is over 50 percent African-Anerican, hence ny
st at ement about packing earlier.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, M. Altnman.

There's soneone at the podium if you want to
I ntroduce yoursel f and speak.

M5. WARD: My nane is Lisa Ward. | amwth
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Tuscal oosa County, and nmy conment is just basically for
the powers that be who are out there making these

deci sions to consider sonething, the representation, when
you are redrawi ng these lines, the distance of where
these representatives have to go to get to these people
to have town halls or to be able to speak to them in ny
case, touched on how far it is for himto go. | can only
tal k from experience, being sonebody who is out in the
field all of the time. For exanple, and |I'm just going
to give this one exanple right now because it's our nost
recent, but if everybody would | ook at district four in
the U S. Congressional district, it took us fromsunup to
sundown just to get fromone |ocation to another.

There's no broadband. There's no cell services. There
Is no GPSs in nost of these areas. So you spend a | ot of
time getting |lost when you're up here trying to serve
your community and do the things that you need to do.

And when you literally create these district
lines fromM ssissippi to Georgia, there's a problem
because there's only 24 hours in a day. So, please, when
you' re doing this, consider the representation, whoever
they are, how far they have to go and what they have to
do to get to their communities and their people that
they' re supposed to be representing. |t was inpossible

for us, literally. | nean, there was sone places it took

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-31 Filed 09/24/24 Page 34 of 45

Page 33

me 17 mnutes to get fromone house to the next. Can you
| magi ne being a representative and trying to get to
these? So just be consciencous of the borders of our
state when you're doing this as well.

Packi ng and cracking and all of that is
rel evant. Population is relevant, but so is the funding.
When you're splitting these counties up, there's also
fundi ng that goes up that way and how the representatives
are supposed to be del egating these discretionary funds
to their counties. So consider that, too, if you woul d.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you.

Is there anyone else in the auditorium who
w shes to speak? W don't have anybody who wants to
speak renotely.

Thank you for attending this hearing. This
hearing is cl osed.

(Exhibits 1 through 5 were marked.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA )
COUNTY OF MBI LE )

| hereby certify that the above and foregoing
was taken down renotely by ne in stenotype and
transcri bed by neans of conputer-aided transcription, and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript to
the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | am neither of counse
nor of kin to any of the parties, nor aml| in anyw se
interested in the result of said cause.

| further certify that | amduly |licensed by the
Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a Certified Court
Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR nunber follow ng ny

name found bel ow.

KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR, ACCR302
NOTARY PUBLI C
MY COW SSI ON EXPI RES:  12/16/ 23
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