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Senator Jim McC endon, State Representative
Chris Pringle, Attorney Dorman Wal ker are i

attendance virtual ly.
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SENATOR MCCLENDON: Wl cone.
Thank you everyone for being with us today.
Not yours. Not your canera. W need your
canmera. The college canera needs to be on.
There you go. Ckay. W are back in
busi ness. My nane is Jim M endon. | amthe
Senate Chair of the Redistricting
Commttee. On ny right is State
Representative Chris Pringle, who is the
House chair. And on ny left is M. Dornman
Wal ker, who is the attorney for the
Redi stricting Commttee. And M. Wil ker is
your hearing officer for today. Every ten
years the census is done, and it's taken in
order to not only count the people and
establish populations but to find out where
t he people are. And over a ten year period,
fol ks nmove around. And when we had a
district that net our criteria ten years
ago, because of people shifting their
| ocations, sonetinmes they go -- you get
nore people in a district or |ess people
than we need. So, our job in the
Redi stricting Commttee is to redraw the

maps for the Congressional districts, for
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the State Board of Education districts, the
Al abama Senate districts, and the Al abama
House of Representatives districts. And our
pur pose today is to allow you to nake
coments and ideas, share your ideas and
suggestion with us. Al of it wll be taken
down by the court reporter, and it will all
be provided to the Commttee nenbers. |

will give you an idea of what is going on in
your part of the state as far as popul ation
shifts. An ideal Senate district size with
t he new nunbers we got fromthe Census
Bureau is 143,551 people. An ideal House
size is 47,850. Now, we do have a latitude
of plus or mnus 5% It doesn't have to be
exactly the sane anount. That sane | atitude
exists for the State Board of Education
districts. It does not exist for the
Congressional districts. So, let's |ook at
a couple of Senate districts. Senate
District 23 is in your area, and that
district is under-popul ated by about 24, 000
people. Senate 24 is under-popul ated by
7,900. So, you see, those districts are

going to have to grow geographically. House
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districts in your area, House 61 is

over - popul ated by, round nunbers, 3,300. 65
I S under - popul ated by 7,200. 68 is
under - popul ated by 8,300. 69 is
under - popul ated by 5,500. 70 is about 1,400
over - popul ated. 71, 3,300 under. And 72 is
about 7,300 under. So, you can see we have
to make adjustnents to those districts.

Now, we encounter districts that the

popul ation is within that plus or m nus 5%

| deal range, but those district |ines may
still change because of changes that are
necessary in adjacent districts when we
redraw them So, let me turn this over now
to State Representative Chris Pringle.

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank

you, Senator MC endon. Again, | amChris
Pringle. | amthe State Representative from
House District 101 in Mobile. | amthe

House Chairman of the Reapporti onnent
Commttee. Today we will ask you to speak
in the order in which you signed up. You
wll be limted to three mnutes. If you
need additional tine, at the end, then we'll

cone back around to you. Wen call ed,
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pl ease cone to the m crophone, clearly state
your nane, and spell it for the court
reporter, and then tell us which district or
districts you want to speak about. If you
deci de you want to speak but did not sign
up, we'll ask at the end if anyone who
hasn't spoken would like to. |If you are
participating renotely, send us your
questions, and we'll read theminto the
record. This hearing is being transcribed
by a court reporter working renotely. If
you have sonething you would like to
i ntroduce in the record, bring it with you
and leave it with the officer, the hearing
officer, and we'll receive it and have it
put into the permanent record of the
Commttee and this hearing. Today's hearing
IS on the purpose of redistricting only, and
we're not here to discuss any issue that is
pendi ng before the Legislature outside of
the redistricting. Wth that, I'Il turn it
over to M. Dorman \Wal ker, who will be your
hearing officer. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: (Il naudi ble.) Let ne

start over. Sorry for that. Thank you,
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Representative Pringle, and thank you
Uni versity of West Al abama for hosting this
heari ng. Thank you for those of you who are
I n attendance at the University of West
Al abama and for those of you who are in
attendance virtually. GCitizen participation
is very inportant in this process. Wuld
soneone at the University of West Al abama
pl ease email to us the sign-in sheet or
sheets so that we can see who is attending
and who wants to speak? Do they have it?
M5. OVERTON:. They shoul d.
MR, WALKER: If you need the
email, ask ne, and I'll give it to you.
And, also, if there are nmedi a
representatives at the hearing, would they
pl ease identify thenselves so that we can
have sone idea of what coverage the hearing
are receiving? Sir in the red shirt, are
there any nedia representatives there?
HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  Yes, sir.
MR. ZIPPERT: I|I'mhere in two
capacities, nmedia and John Citizen.
HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  The nane is
John Zippert from G een County.
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MR, WALKER: Green County? |Is
t hat a newspaper?

HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  Yes.

MR. ZIPPERT: Yes. |I'malso here
in capacity as a person involved in the
comruni ty beyond the newspaper.

HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  Coul d you
hear that?

MR, WALKER: Not really.
can't.

HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  He's here in
the capacity of a citizen and comunity
menber .

MR. WALKER: Al right. Thank
you. Before we start taking testinony
today, | would like to go over the process
of redistricting that we' re undergoi ng, and
| would like to talk about some of the rules
that the Legislature has to follow as it
draws new di stricts. You heard Senat or
McCl endon speak of ideal populations, and
that is sort of the driving engi ne of
redistricting. The purpose, as he said, of
redistricting is to equalize popul ati ons

anong districts. Congressional districts
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have to be as perfectly equal as we can nake
them Al other districts, the State Board
of Education and |legislative districts, can
have a variance fromthe ideal population.
So, what is the ideal population? It's
sinply the new state popul ati on of
approximtely 5 mllion people -- that is
' m roundi ng nunbers off, obviously --

di vided by the nunber of districts. So, to
get the ideal population for a House
district, we would divide 5 mllion by 105.
The ideal population for a Senate district,
we would divide 5 mllion by 35. And the
same for the seven Congressional districts
or the eight State Board of Education
districts. Once you have that ideal
popul ation, that is the goal of how many
peopl e you want to have in each district.
As | said, in Congressional, that has to be
al nost perfect. But the Legislature is
al l owed sone variation in drawi ng the other
districts. It can vary fromthat idea
popul ati on 5% above or below. And by doing
that, it gives the Legislature roomto
accommodate traditional districting
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obj ectives, such as preserving the integrity
of political subdivisions, maintaining
communities of interest, and creating

geogr aphi ¢ conpactness. This is the |ast day
of hearings that began on the 1st of

Sept enber. They have been conducted across
the state. There has never been a
redistricting that had nearly as nmany

heari ngs as we've had on this one. And |
think the use of video or renote attendance
for these has been very successful. But all
of these hearings will be reduced to a
transcript that will be posted online. W
expect to start receiving those transcripts
very soon fromthe court reporter. And if
you want to see the transcripts, you can go
to -- Google the "Al abama Legislature,"” and
when you go there, you'll see a tab for
redistricting. dick on that, and you can
maneuver fromthat to the transcripts.

There will be a transcript for each hearing,
and that will include the testinony that was
received at that hearing as well as any
exhibits that were put in at that hearing.

In addition, at the end of the transcript
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files, there will be a file for comments
that were received not necessarily in
connection with a transcript but about the
redistricting process. And so you can see
everything that has been sent to the

Redi stricting office regarding the

redi stricting process. The comrents received
through this process are considered by the

| egi sl ators as they think about how t he maps
shoul d be redrawn and by the nmap drawer with
whom t hey're working. At sone point, a map
will energe for each of the four plans that
the Committee is responsible for, and at
some point Governor Kay Ivey will call a
speci al session for redistricting. Wen she
does that, it's probable that |egislators
who have a plan will start filing those.

And you can go to the legislative web site
to the various chanbers, House or Senate,
and | ook for prefiled bills and see what
those plans are. They'll al so maybe post,
dependi ng upon how they're delivered to the
Reapportionnment Conmttee, they may be
posted on the Reapportionnent web site. But

any |l egislator can introduce her or his own
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proposal. The only requirenent is that they
have to be for the state as whol e, not just

part of the state because the plans have to

fit together as a whole. So, there wll be

the Commttee plans that wll be

i ntroduced. There will also be, w're told,
a plan submtted by the League of Wnen

Voters that Senator Singleton | believe wll

I ntroduce that does not have -- it's
Interesting. It's a Congressional plan that
I's whol e counti es. It deviates from m ni num

deviation. It has about a 2.44 deviation,
and it also does not have any majority bl ack
districts. There may be other plans as well
I ntroduced. | suspect based on past
redistricting cycles that there wll be.
When the special session is called and
opens, there will be Commttee hearings.
Those are public. M understanding, at

| east as things stand now, is that if you're
vacci nated you can attend, and wearing a
mask is not mandatory. If you're not

vacci nated, wearing a mask i s mandatory.

That may be subject to change. But at any

rate, those hearings wll be publicly
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streaned, as will the legislative session.
When the Conmittee and the Legislature draw
districts, they're not free to do just
anything they m ght want. They're bound by
constitutional and statutory requirenents
and by race-neutral guidelines that the
Reapportionment Conmittee has adopted. So,
we Wil go over those. Overarching
everything are two non-negoti abl e

requi renents. One is that popul ation
equality in the instance of Congressiona
districts or proximal population of equality
in the instance of everything el se nust be
achieved. That is non-negotiable. The other
non- negoti able is that a plan cannot be
passed that is perceived to be
discrimnatory on the basis of race, color,
or nmenbership in a | anguage mnority group.
In addition, no district will be drawn in a
manner that subordinates race-neutra
districting criteria -- and I'll go over
what those are in just a second -- to

consi derations of race, color, or nmenbership
In a language mnority group. And that

| anguage cones fromthe Voting Rights Act.
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Except that considerations of race, color,
and nenbership in a | anguage mnority group
may take presidence over race-neutra
districting criteria provided it's necessary
to do so to conply with Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act. And that requires that
there be a strong basis in evidence in
support of such race-based deci si on nmaki ng.
A strong basis in evidence has been defined
by the Suprenme Court as a good reason to
bel i eve that race nust be used in order to
satisfy the Voting Rights Act. Now, the
race-neutral districting criteria that the
Legi sl ature has adopted are hardly unique to
the State of Al abama. These are generally
the sanme. You can find the sane or al nost
all of these in other states around the
country. But neverthel ess, here they are:
Districts when drawn shoul d be reasonably
conpact. O course, that varies by the type
of district. A Congressional district is
maybe conpact but will certainly | ook much
| arger than a House district that is also
conpact. Districts should be drawn to

reflect a denocratic will of the people as
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to how the districts should | ook. So, that
I's one of the reasons of these hearings, so
that the Legislature can receive the
testinony of the people about how districts
should be drawn. Districts shall be drawn
on the basis of total population. The
Census Bureau gives us population in many
different forns, but total population is
what has traditionally been used to draw
districts. Total population includes a
nunber of people who can't vote, such as
children or other people under eighteen,
peopl e who have |lost the right to vote,
people who are living in Al abama but are not
resi dents of Al abama, and people who are not
citizens of the United States.

Nevert hel ess, total population is the basis
on which districts are drawn, although, at
tinmes, we may | ook at voting age popul ati on,
and particularly black voting age

popul ation, in order to ensure conpliance
with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act.

The Legi slature has to draw 35 Al abama
Senate districts and 105 Al abama House

districts, although the Constitution would
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allow for 106 House districts. Al
districts are single-nmenber districts. 1In
sone places in the country, there are

mul ti-nmenber districts where nore than one
person is elected froma district. W don't
have that. Only one person is elected from
each of the districts for the plans that
wll be drawn by the Al abama Legi sl ature.
Cont ests between i ncunbents wll be

avoi ded, and all districts shall be
reasonabl y conpact and nust be conti guous,
whi ch neans that every point on the
boundary of a district nust either be
tangent with a point on an adjoining
district or the state boundary. |If the
district is bisected by water, such as a
river or |ake or Mobile Bay, that is okay.
Contiguity across water is allowed.
Districts shall respect conmunities of

I nt erest, nei ghborhoods, and political

subdi visions to the extent practicable. A
community of interest is defined as an area
with recognized simlarities of interest,

I ncluding but not limted to, ethnic,

raci al, economc, tribal, social,
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geographic, or historical identities. The
term"comunities of interest" nmay under
certain circunstances include politica
subdi vi si ons, such as counties, voting
precincts, nmunicipalities, tribal |ands, and
reservations, and school districts. The
di scernnment, wei ghing and bal anci ng of the
varied factors that contribute to
communities of interest is an intensely
political process best carried out by

el ected representatives of the people. The
Legislature should try to mnim ze the
nunber of counties in each district. 1In
establishing legislative districts, the
Reapportionnent Conmttee shall give due
consideration to all of these criteria.
However, priority is given, as | indicated,
to equality of population and

nondi scrimnation. | may have ski pped one.
|"'mnot sure if | said the Legislature when
it draws new districts will try to preserve
the cores of existing districts. Wth
regard to these race-neutral districting
criteria, they're not given in any order of

priority. There wll be tinmes when they
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conflict, and when that happens, it's up to
the Legislature to determ ne which one w |
take presidence. | show that there are nine
peopl e who have signed up at the University
of Al abama auditorium-- University of West
Al abama, thank you, auditorium but none of
t hem have indicated a desire to speak. |Is

t here anyone there who, even though you
didn't check, would like to speak to the
Commi ttee?

HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  Yes, we do
have a couple who would |ike to speak.

MR, WALKER: Ckay. |If you would
come up to the mcrophone and state your
name, pl ease.

MR, BLACK: Good norning.

MR. WALKER: (Good norning, sir.
Wul d you state your nane?

MR. BLACK: Yes. M nane is
Luci us Bl ack, Jr.

MR. WALKER:  Lucius Black, Jr.,
did you say?

MR BLACK: Yes, sir.

MR, WALKER: Ckay. Thank you.

MR, BLACK: |'mjust concerned
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about the -- you nentioned equality of

popul ation, and | needed a little bit nore
I nformation on what that neans. That is ny
only question.

MR WALKER: Ckay. Well, I wll
tell you what it neans. Do you understand
t he concept of the ideal population, which
Is -- | nmean, for exanple, if we have 35
Senate seats, we divide the new state
popul ati on by 35, and we cone up with the
| deal popul ation for the Senate, which is
143, 551. So, as Senator MC endon expl ai ned,
some districts over the last ten years wll
have | ost popul ation. Some districts wll
have gai ned popul ation. And, of course, all
of those districts were drawn to the ideal
popul ati on that existed after the 2010
census, which was a | ower ideal population.
So, with regard to the Senate districts,
what the Legislature has to do is make sure
that every new Senate district is popul ated
at the ideal population or no nore than 5%
above or bel ow the ideal population. So,
there is alittle variation allowed in

there. For exanple, sone districts may be
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under - popul at ed because they have | ost
popul ation. In addition, they' |l be
under - popul at ed because the original ideal
popul ation from 2010 is | ower than the one
now. So, those districts will have to
expand their boundaries to take in
addi ti onal people. And on the other hand,
If a district has had popul ati on grow h,
particularly a high rate of popul ation
growh, then it wll have to shed people
into adjoining districts, and it will becone
a smaller district typically in order to get
down to the all owabl e range for idea
popul ati on. And so one of the things that
we hope to hear today in this district is
what are the communities of interest that
shoul d be protected that you would |ike for
the Legislature to pay attention to that
per haps were not respected last tine, and
how di stricts should change if you have an
opinion on that. Did | answer your
guesti on?

MR BLACK: Well, I think you
m ght have confused nme just a little bit

because you tal ked about ideal popul ation,
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but |I'mnot quite clear about the neaning of
| deal popul ation unless you're tal king --

unl ess that neans a nunber category or

sonmething. |'mnot sure.

MR. WALKER: It neans -- it
nmeans -- it's sinply the new popul ation for
the state -- let's just say 5 mllion --
it's alittle bit nore than that -- divided

by the nunber of districts we're
considering. |If it's the Senate, it's

di vided by 35. So, that will give you an

| deal popul ation of 143,551. And then
because we're all owed when we do State Board
of Education, Senate, and House districts to
have sone variation that we're not all owed
to when we do Congressional districts, the
range of acceptable population for a Senate
district, the ideal population is 143, 551.
But the Senate could populate that district
down to as |ow as 136,373 or as high as

150, 729. In other words, 5% above or 5%
below. And that flexibility is allowed, as
| said earlier, in order to give the
Legislature roomto do things |ike protect

the integrity of political subdivisions,
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mai ntain conmunities of interest, and create
geogr aphi ¢ conpactness. Does that answer
your question?

MR. BLACK: That answers.

MR WALKER:  Ckay.

MR, BLACK: Thank you so mnuch.

MR. WALKER: Do you have any

testi nony about how districts should be

dr awn?

MR, BLACK: Not at this tine.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Thank you, M.
Bl ack. | appreciate you comng up. |Is there

anyone el se who would like to tal k?
HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  Yes.
MR WALKER: W\l cone.
MR. ZI PPERT: Good norni ng.
MR. WALKER: Good nor ni ng.
MR, ZIPPERT: M nane is John
Zi ppert.
MR, WALKER: Wbul d you spell your
| ast name for the court reporter, please?
MR, ZI PPERT: Z-i-p-p-e-r-t.
MR. WALKER: Thank you, M.
Zi ppert.
MR, ZIPPERT: |'mthe copublisher
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and editor of the G een County Denocrat,
which is a weekly newspaper. So, | am here
partially in a press capacity, but really ny
comments are nmade as a citizen and a person
I nvol ved in the Al abama New South Coalition
and other efforts involving black and

progr essi ve voters.

MR VWALKER: Yes, sir.

MR, ZIPPERT: | just wanted to
comment on the Congressional map and suggest
to you that you take a strong | ook at the
al ternate proposal s that you have been
presented by the League of Wnen Voters and
Senat or Bobby Singl eton because the naps
that they have drawn | think would enabl e us
based on the fact that about a quarter of
t he popul ati on of the whole state is
conposed of African-Anmericans would give us
a potential opportunity to elect two
African-Anmerican persons to Congress. And |
think you should take a | ook at that and
real ly anal yze that and determ ne whet her
those maps are really fairer and
proportional maps and woul d enabl e

potentially the people of Al abama to el ect
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nore than one African- Anerican
Congress-person. On the other maps that you
have to draw, particularly on the House of
Representatives map, in which in the | ast
version of this G een County, which is where
| live, was split between two districts, 71
and 72. And | would just urge you strongly
to consider if there is a way to include --
and | know there has been popul ati on | oss
both in G eene and Sunter. If is there a way
to include both of those counties rather

than split a county |li ke G eene County,

which is already a small county. | think it
was -- it really was not the best for us
to have it split in the past. So, | guess |

woul d just say to you and to the Commttee,
| know sort of the way you have presented
this is that you plan perhaps to do sone
smal | adjustnments around the edges of these
districts to have the popul ati on equali zed,
but I would just say to you to consider the
possibility of a whole new map, which woul d
give us a different potential configuration
of our Congressional del egation, and to

t hi nk about the problemof splitting
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counties, especially small counties |ike

G eene County. Thank you for your tine and
attention and for holding these hearings to
get conmunity input.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, M.

Zi ppert. | have a question for you, if I
may ask you one.

MR ZI PPERT: Yes.

MR. WALKER: The -- we have seven
Congressional districts, and we have about
25% bl ack popul ation of the state. So, as
you point out, there is an inequality there
bet ween t he percentage of bl ack
representation | guess in Congress versus
t he percentage of Al abam ans who are bl ack.
The League of Wnen Voters -- the existing
plan has one majority black district that
has a bl ack voting age popul ation that is
above 50% and bl ack candi dates have been
abl e to be successful fromthat district
ever since it was created, including, of
course, the incunbent, Terry Sewell. The
pl an proposed by the League of Wnen Voters
does not have a mpjority black district. It

has two what they call opportunity
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districts, one of which has -- |'mjust
going to round this off -- 40% bl ack voting
age popul ation, and the other which has 45%
bl ack voting age population. O course, if
40% of the bl ack voting age population -- if
40% of the voting age popul ation in one
district is black, then 60%is not bl ack.
And if 45%is black, then the other
percentage is not black. So, it could be,
as you say, that both of those districts
could by the process of pull, haul, and
trade by coalition of black voters and maybe
white voters wind up creating or giving the
state two Congress-persons who are the

candi date of choice of black electors in

t hose districts. But it seens to ne that
you can't discount the possibility that the
opposite result could occur and that there
m ght be no bl ack persons elected to
Congress. And | think that is -- certainly,
the plan is going to be considered by the
Legi sl ature because Senator Singleton is
going to sponsor it and introduce it. But |
think that there will be a | ot of people who

w Il be concerned about rolling the dice on
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a plan that doesn't guarantee any bl ack
representation and mght result in the |oss
of bl ack Congressional representation,

al though, it could, on a good day, give us
two bl ack nmenbers of the Congressional

del egation. Do you have anything that you
would like to say to the Legislature to deal
w th that concern?

MR, ZIPPERT: Well, I'mnot here
today to endorse a specific map. | really
was here today to ask you to | ook at those,
| ook at that issue of getting the
Congressi onal representation closer to the
popul ation as you draw it. You may draw --
you may have a better -- you nay be able to
draw a better map than the League of Wnen
Voters has drawn so far. |'mjust saying to
| ook at that potential and just |ook at it
fromthe standpoint of fairness. And
hopefully we could find two districts that
woul d have a 50% bl ack voting nmajority out
of this map and out of these figures. And I
have not done a map, but I'mreally saying
to you to think about such a map or the best

map you can conme up with that would all ow
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the potential for the election of two
Afri can- Aneri can Congress peopl e.

MR, WALKER: Ckay. Thank you, M.
Zippert. | didn't nmean to put you on the
spot. | hope | didn't. But thank you for
your testinony.

MR, ZI PPERT: All right. Your
question is a fair question, and it enters
into all of this discussion. But |'mjust
saying to you don't just tinker around the
edges. Take a whole fresh | ook before you
do anyt hi ng el se.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, sir. Is
there anyone else in the auditoriumat the
Uni versity of West Al abama who wi shes to
speak?

HEARI NG COORDI NATOR:  No, sir. |
believe that is it.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. |If you are
attending virtually and you w sh to speak,
pl ease rai se your hand or submit a conmment
via chat. Do we have any?

M5. OVERTON: Yes. The first one
cones fromHailey. It's just a correction on

the comments nade earlier. "The tab on the
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web site is 'Reapportionnent.' not
"Redistricting.'" The second question cones
fromKendra. "WIIl you be filtering out
comrents that are deened out of the scope of
the redistricting process? |If so, who w |
be responsi ble for determ ning what is out
of scope?”

MR, VWALKER: |'m not sure what
that question is. The court reporter is
t aki ng down everything that is said, and
that will be the record of the hearing. The
court reporter has a duty to record
everything accurately. And she will attest
at the end of the transcript that is what
she has done.

M5. OVERTON: You al so have a
question fromFelicia Scalzitti. "M.
Wal ker stated earlier that this cycle had
t he nost reapporti onnment public hearings
that has ever been held. But to ny count,
there were twenty-nine public hearings in
2011, of which ten of those hearings were
hel d after working hours. This cycle we
have had twenty-ei ght hearings, and only one

has been after working hours.”
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MR. WALKER: Thank you.

M5. OVERTON: The next question
fromHailey: "How w |l incarcerated people
be count ed?"

MR. WALKER: I ncarcerated people
are counted, or were counted, rather, just
| i ke anyone el se. Maybe your question is
are incarcerated people counted as where --
as in the location where they are
I ncarcerated or where they maintain a
residence, if they maintain a residence, in
the state of Al abama. For exanple, there is
a prison in Elnore County. Are the
prisoners there counted as part of the
popul ati on of Elnore County, or if there are
prisoners there that have residents in
Aut auga or Etowah or whatever have you
county, are they repatriated to those for
Census Bureau purpose? There is a handful
of states that do that. |'mgoing to use
the term"repatriation.” The majority of
the states do not, and Al abama does not.
There is a common belief that incarcerated
persons cannot vote, and that is not

accur at e. Sone i ncarcerated per sons cannot
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vote, but sone can. | don't know what the
breakdown is, but | know that just because
you' re incarcerated does not nean that you
| ose the right to vote.

M5. OVERTON: W have anot her
guestion from Kendra. "Wy did the
Committee el ect to change the hearing
schedule this year if it's so different from
2011?"

MR. WALKER: We increased the
nunber of hearings at the request of the
Commttee and wanted to take advant age of
the ability to have renote hearings to have
nore heari ngs.

M5. OVERTON: There is another
guestion fromHailey, "How wi |l people
submt public comments after these hearings,
especially if they don't live in
Mont goner y?"

MR. WALKER: You can subm t
comrents, certainly, right now You're
participating in this hearing, and nowis
the time for you to submt a coment. |If
you don't want to do that, you can email

sonmet hing to the Reapportionnment Conmttee,
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and as | indicated earlier, that wll be put
into a file at the end of the files that
contain the transcripts. And it wll be
there for anybody to | ook at. The

earlier -- the best thing to do would be to
gi ve your comrents now because that is the
purpose of this hearing. But if you don't
want to do that and you want to send
sonething in, I would recommend that you
send it in earlier rather than later to give
people nore tinme to ook at it.

M5. OVERTON:  Anot her question
fromKendra. "Wiy did you elect to only have
one after working hours if you had ten after
wor ki ng hours in 2011?"

MR. WALKER: Kendra, the purpose
of this hearing is to solicit coments about
how di stricts should be redrawn. [|f you
want to make a comment about that, that
woul d be hel pful.

M5. OVERTON: And anot her question
fromHailey. "It took over a year last tine
to redistrict. Wiy are we rushing this
process before the final census data is out

on Sept enber 30t h?"
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MR, WALKER: Actual |y, what
happened last tine is that we had two bites
at the apple in redistricting. W had to
conduct Congressional and State Board of
Education redistricting in 2011 because they
had el ections in the next year. But the
| egi sl ative el ections were not in the next
year. So, we were able to do legislative
redistricting in 2012. And that is why it
was -- it stretched over a year. This tine
Congressional, State Board of Education, and
| egislative districts are all next year, and
that is why redistricting has to be done
now. The final release of the redistricting
data, as you point out, is due by the end of
Septenber, but the sane data was rel eased on
August 12th. And it was just released in a
| ess user-friendly format. But if you have
Maptitude, then that is all you need to be
abl e to access and nake use of all of that
information. So, there is nothing |ost by
waiting until the end of Septenber to do
redistricting. And waiting until the end of
Septenber to do redistricting would, it's ny

under st andi ng from speaking with the other
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state officials, would have put the people
who adm ni ster elections in an untenabl e
situation in order to prepare for the
primary and the el ections next year.

M5. OVERTON: Hailey added to her
guestion. "How can we nmake these naps
wi thout the full data? W do not have to
use the new maps for the next election, is
ny under st andi ng. "

MR. WALKER: Hail ey, we have al
of the information that the Census Bureau is
going to put out. They will just put it out
at the end of Septenber in a different
form

M5. OVERTON:. From Kendra: "If the
purpose is to solicit coments from
Al abam ans, the hearing has to be
accessible. My question is, Wiy did you give
a schedul e that is inaccessible to nost
wor ki ng Al abam ans?"

MR. WALKER: Kendra, it's clear
that you have a problemw th the schedul e,
and you' ve made your point on that. Thank
you.

MS. OVERTON: From Fel i ci a: "To
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follow up on the point |I made about the
schedul e, during a hearing yesterday, M.

Wal ker stated that conplaints about the
schedul ing of the hearings during working
hours and norning hours that the Commttee
woul d | ook into having evening hearings in
ten years. However, we al ready had evening
hearings in 2011. There is no reason to
change in this cycle and then change it back
in 2030."

MR. WALKER: Thank you for your
coment. Don't read anynore comments about
the schedules. |If people have coments that
are hel pful and gernane to the purpose of
t he hearing, please read those.

M5. OVERTON: Hailey said her
understanding is sone of the data is not
avail able, not only in a bad format,

I ncl udi ng i ncone dat a.

MR. WALKER: Hail ey, we don't use
i ncome data for redistricting. W |ook at
total population. And under sone
ci rcunstances, we | ook at BVAP and white
voting age popul ation. But ny understandi ng

fromtal king to Census Bureau officials is
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that all of the data is there. It just may
not be available in as friendly a format as
it wll be when ultimately rel eased. There
Is a great deal of inconme data on Al abama
al ready rel eased on the Al abanma page.

M5. OVERTON:. Felicia said, "The
census data com ng out on August the 12th
and the hearing started Septenber 1st did
not give citizens enough tine to cone up
with their own maps and their own plans."
Hail ey comments, "Citizens need the ful
data to nmake their maps. How can we
participate in this process fully w thout
all the data available in a friendly
f or mat ?"

MR WALKER: If you go to
Redi strictor or Dave's Redistricting, there
are redistricting -- you can draw maps usi ng
ei ther one of those two. You can al so draw
maps at ASU or at sone of the Regi onal
Devel opnent Centers. And those are
resources that are available to you. The
real purpose of this hearing, however, is to
recei ve comments on how citizens want maps

drawn, whi ch does not require anything other
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than the information about how districts
need to change their shape, i.e., get bigger
or small er because of population shifts.

M5. OVERTON: There are no nore.

MR. WALKER: Are there any ot her
guestions or coments from people in the
auditoriumat --

M5. OVERTON: Hailey had one nore
comrent. She said, "Thank you, but that
does not address ny question. And | asked
you to give citizens nore tine to consider
how the maps will be drawn based on this
literally brand new information."

MR. WALKER: |Is there anyone el se
at the University of West Al abana that woul d
| i ke to speak? One |ast chance? Anyone
el se online who would Iike to speak? One
| ast chance. Al right. This hearing is

cl osed. Thank you very nuch.
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA
LAUDERDALE COUNTY

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken down by ne
I n stenotype, and the questions and answers
thereto were reduced to conputer print under
ny supervision, and that the foregoing
represents a true and correct transcript of
the testinony given by said wi tness upon
sai d heari ng.

| further certify that | am

nei t her of counsel, nor of kin to the
parties to the action, nor aml in anyw se
Interested in the result of said cause.

Signed the 8th day of Cctober, 2021

e

Stacy Mays

Al abama CCR #229. Expires 9/30/2022
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