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courageci local residents to speak 
out against the invitation extended 
by a civil rights group. 

Farrakhan is scheduled to speak 
Sept. 7 in Selma following a re-
quest by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which is 
sponsoring a "Unity Within" rally. 
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Muslim population of the United 
States and the world. 

"(Farrakhan's visit) will only 
fuel the fire of racial hatred in this 
community," said Sewell, whose 
remarks mirrored those of her fel-
low council member, Yusuf Abdus- 

2 plead 
guilty to 
rigging 
ballots 
By Malcomb Daniels 
ADVERTISER STAFF WRITER 

A Wilcox County mother and 
daughter pleaded guilty Monday to 
rigging absentee ballots during a 
1994 Wilcox County Commission 
race. 

Johnita Mason, 25, of Pine Hill 
and Doris Mason, 43, her mother, 
pleaded guilty to illegal absentee 
voting in a race between Wilcox 
County Commissioner David 
Wright and Reginald Southall, said 
Alabama Attorney General Bill 
Pryor. 

Johnita Mason pleaded guilty to 
five counts of illegal absentee vot-
ing. Doris Mason, also of Pine Hill, 
confessed to one count. 

Both women were sentenced to 
12-month suspended prison sen-
tences and ordered to serve 2 years 
on probation. 

The two guilty pleas are the first 
convictions gained from the attor-
ney general's office's investigation 
into fraud during the 1994 election. 

"This, I think, sends a strong 
message that we're not going to tol-
erate the stealing of elections in 
Alabama," Pryor said. 

Johnita Mason, Doris Mason and 
Brady Mendenhall, 25, were indict-
ed in 1996 following an investiga-
tion into an election in which 
Southall, a write-in candidate, re-
ceived nearly 600 absentee votes to 
defeat Wright by 11 votes for a seat 
on the Wilcox County Commission. 
Southall received only 34 votes at 
the voting precincts. 

Wright, who had defeated South-
all in the Democratic primary, 
challenged the 1994 election in 
court. Wright took office in 1996 
after Southall agreed to step down. 

During a trial on Wright's chal-
lenge, handwriting experts testi-
fied that the handwriting on the 
597 absentee ballots received by 
Southall belonged to as few as six 
people. 

By Alvin Benn 
MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER 

LINDEN — Calling him "an em-
barrassment," three Marengo 
County commissioners asked Sher-
iff Roger Davis on Monday to re-
sign in the wake of federal extor-
tion charges against him. 

Commission Chairman Charles 
Moore joined Commissioners Fred-
die Armstead and Elmer Pruitt 
outside the county courthouse to 
issue a personal call for Davis to 
step down. 
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Southall belonged to as few as six 
people. 

Charges were dropped Monday 
against Mendenhall in Wilcox 
County after a state handwriting 
expert determined that Mende-
hall's handwriting did not match 
handwriting on the ballots, Pryor 
said. 

Evidence in the case showed that 
Johnita Mason and Doris Mason 
gathered information from friends 
and relatives in the Arlington com-
munity, Pryor said. 

The information was used to fill 
out affidavits for absentee ballots, 
authorities say. The friends and 
relatives thought they were legiti-
mately getting ballots, Pyror said. 

The guilty pleas from Johnita 
Mason and Doris Mason end the at-
torney general's investigation into 
voter fraud in Wilcox County for 
the 1994 election, Pryor said. 

Next month, the attorney gener-
al's office and the U.S. attorney's 
office in Birmingham are sched-
uled to prosecute a voter fraud 
case out of Greene County. 

The attorney general's office also 
has pending voter fraud cases in 
Hale County. 

The 1996 election did not produce 
as many instances of voter fraud, 
but the attorney general's office 
plans to continue investigating 
complaints it receives, Pryor said. 

"There's been a tremendous out-
cry for prosecutions in this area," 
Pryor said. 

Response: 
Superintendent John 
Key denies there is an 
effort to harass the 
family's children 

By Jay Reeves 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BRUNDIDGE — It's tough being 
the only Jewish kids in Pike Coun-
ty's public schools, a family says. 

Assemblies include Christian 
prayers and scripture readings. 
The Gideons give New Testament 
Bibles to fifth graders in class. 
When disruptive, a Jewish student 
is told to write an essay titled 
"Why Jesus loves me." 

Visitors in the system's main of-
fice can read from either of two Bi-
bles displayed in the reception 
area, and preachers sometimes are 
invited to make school-wide ad-
dresses on topics like morals and 
decision-making. 

"One of the times the ministers 
came in and said I was going to 
hell because I was not a Christian. 
I felt scared to admit I was Jewish  

to anyone," said Sarah Herring, 11. 
No one has ever questioned this 

commingling of religion and public 
education. Despite decades of court 
rulings erecting barriers between 
church , and the classroom, it has 
always been that way in this rural, 
overwhelmingly Protestant area. 

But always may be near an end. 
The only Jewish family in this 

southeast Alabama system of 2,600 
students claims in a federal law-
suit filed this month that school-
sanctioned Christianity has led to 
continual harassment of their 
three oldest children. 

Educators have forced the chil-
dren to bow their heads during 
Christian prayers, and some talked 
openly of converting them to 
Christianity, contends the suit, 
filed by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. 

Students have drawn swastikas 
on the Jewish children's lockers 
and book bags, the family claims, 
and the two boys have been beaten, 
mocked and wrongly punished. 
Classmates even played keep-away 
with their yarmulkes, the suit con-
tends. 

"Had there been a handicapped 
student in that school in a wheel-
chair, that kind of teasing would  

not be tolerated," said Way 
is, stepfather of Paul Her] 
David Herring, 13; and So: 
youngest daughter, 5-year 
chel. Willis, entered kind( 
this year. 
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by Willis and his wife, Sue. 

Willis, a logging truck 
moved from Seattle, Wash. 
County with his family in 
search of work. Mrs. Wi 
raised Jewish in Kentuck 
Willis wants to formally cc 
Judaism. 
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