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(Proceedi ngs began, 9:08 a.m)
* * * * *
SENATOR MCCLENDON: My nane is Jim
McCl endon. |'mstate senator from Saint dair

County. On ny right over here is Chris
Pringle, who is a state representative. He's
fromthe Mbile area. He is the House

Chai rman of Redistricting. | amthe Senate
Chai rman of Redistricting. On ny left is

Dor man Wl ker who is an attorney. And he

wor ks for the redistricting conmttee.

| woul d ask everyone to nmute your
phones. W' ve had sone feedback problens. |If
you' Il please nute your phones or your
| apt ops. Everybody that's online and cut --
turn your caneras off. That gives us a little
better control of the panel if you'll turn
your canera off.

No, that's the wong canera. Not Snead
State. Turn your canera on. But those who
have conme in online, thank you. That one at
the top has been there forever.

Ch, our court reporter, that's fine.

Al so, we have with us the nenbers of the

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-27 Filed 09/24/24 Page 4 of 26

Page 3

reapporti onnent commttee. Senator Bobby
Singleton is in the roomwith us, as is --
yeah, what's-hi s-nane.

Thi s happens every ten years --
what' s-his-nanme is Steve Livingston

Thi s happens every ten years where the
popul ati on not only is counted, but the
popul ation is located. And as a result of
fol ks novi ng and peopl e changi ng the
popul ation of -- the District, BCE D strict,
Board of Education, state board districts wll
change. And we have a mandate to try to get
back roughly to the One-person, One-vote
ratio.

So in order to find out where the people
are, the census bureau forns a census. They
send us the data. And we | ook to see where
fol ks are. Now, for your area -- let ne give
you sone exanpl es of how popul ati on changes
have occurred. And let's take Senate District
9. | think -- is Senator Scofield in
attendance? | haven't heard anybody say. He
said he mght conme by there. Senate District
9 had a | ost of 458 people. That keeps it

within the deviation. The ideal nunber of a
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new senate district is 143,551. However, we
have a plus-or-m nus 5 percent deviation
that's allowed. So we don't have to get it to
the person. That sane thing applies to the
House of Representative district and the Board
of Education districts, unlike congressiona
districts, which we don't nake the rules for,
and the deviation for congressional districts
Is zero. It's got to be down to the person.

Your next district |I've got is 10.
Senate District 10 lost 7,200 people. So that
di strict has decreased in population, which
nmeans we are going to have to make changes to
that district and increase the size of the
district in order to get it within the
paraneters that we're striving.

The next district is 17. | didn't know
he went all the way up there. That district
went up by about 1300 people, and that's
wi thin the deviation.

Senator Scofield. Thank you, Senator
Scofield, for joining us, majority |eader for
t he House Republican Caucus. He's online and
wi th us.

Let's ook at the house districts in
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your area. House 9 lost 1,105 people. House
11 lost 278. Both of those are still within
the deviation. Now, keep in mnd, a house
district may -- when it changes it may stay
within the allotted anmount, but the adjacent
district may change dramatically which w |
affect it.

Let's go to House 26, gai ned 507 people.
House 27 |l ost 644. And then House 34 | ost
al nost a thousand, 979 people. So we wll --
we will work fromthose nunbers.

By the way, the ideal house popul ation
in the new maps will be 47,850. And we can go
plus-or-mnus five percent fromthat. Let ne
turn this over now to Representative Pringle.

But first -- any of you that have joined
us online since we started, | ask you to
pl ease turn your m crophone off on your
conput er or your phone, whatever you're using,
and turn your canera off.

Representative Pringle, you' re on.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank
you, Senator.

Again, |I'm State Representative Chris

Pringle fromMbile. | represent House
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District 101. Today we'll call the people to
speak in the order in which they signed up.
Each speaker will be [imted to three m nutes.
[f your tinme runs up and we have tinme at the
end, we can cone back to you, no problem

When cal |l ed, please cone to the
m crophone, state your name, the comunity you
represent, and the district, or districts, you
Wi sh to speak about. |If you decide you want
to speak but did not sign up, we'll ask at the
end if anyone who hasn't spoken yet that wants
to. |If you are participating renotely, send
us your questions, and we'll read theminto
the record and answer it at the end of the
neeti ng.

This hearing is being transcribed by a
court reporter working renmotely. |If you have
sonething that you'd like to introduce into
the record as an exhibit, bring it to the
m cr ophone when you speak and |l et the hearing
of ficer know. And they'll get themto
M. Wal ker, and they'll be entered into the
per manent record of the conmttee.

This hearing deals with redistricting

i ssues only. W' re not here to discuss other
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I ssues, just sinply redistricting.

Wth that, | think, M. Walker, it's
your turn.

MR. WALKER: Good norni ng, and wel cone
again to this hearing.

First, 1'd like to ask if there are any
nedia present? W'd |ike to keep track of
nmedi a coverage of these hearings. |If there's
are any nedia present who cares to introduce
t hensel ves, woul d you go ahead and do it now?

It looks like there's no nedia present,
at least in the auditorium There may be sone
online virtually. Each speaker will have
three mnutes to speak. The scope of these
hearings is rather narrow. It's what can you
tell the commttee about how you would |ike
lines to be redrawn, what conmunities of
I nterest should be protected or reunited,
things of that nature that relate to changing
the boundaries of the district you're
concerned about. Oher matters such as
whet her the State shoul d have an appoi nt ed
redistricting commttee or conplaints about
things the State has done are outside the

hearing's scope and will not be all owed.
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Before | open the floor for hearing, |et
me go over the rules the legislature has to
follow when it draws districts. It can't just
draw themin any particular way. It has to
draw them first in conpliance with the
constitution and in conpliance with the
one- person, one-vote requirenment of the
constitution, which really doesn't have
anything to do wth the nunber of votes you
have. It has to do with the weight of the
vote you have. |If one person lives in a
county where 100 people elect a | egislator,
and the next county over it takes 1,000 people
to elect a legislator, then you can see that
in the first county the votes count nore than
they do in the second county.

The purpose of redistricting is to
equal i ze the power or the weight of those
votes so that everyone's vote weighs the sane.
And that's One-person, One-vote. And that's
what we're doing. Wiat we're in the process
of doing is gathering information so that when
the new map is drawn and the popul ations are
equal i zed, they're done so in a way that

respects traditional race-neutral districting
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criteria such as respect for jurisdictional
boundari es.

So as was indicated, | think Senator --
Li vi ngston -- M endon, Senator MC endon
said essentially, in nost cases there's zero
devi ation for congressional districts. So
those will have all or maybe one person off
popul ation after redistricting. For the
| egislative districts and the State Board of
Education districts, we have 5 percent above
or below the ideal population is allowed. And
the ideal population is sinply the nunber of
units we have divided into the new state
popul ati on.

So, for exanple, in the House that woul d
be 105 divided into state popul ati on would
gi ve you the ideal population for each of the
new house districts. And then when the new
maps are drawn, House districts can be
popul ated within a range that's from5 percent
bel ow to 5 percent above that anount. And
that will conply with the One-person, One-vote
requirenent.

The reapportionment commttee wll not

approve a plan that has either the purpose or
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effect of diluting mnority voting strength
and conplies with -- all plans nust conply
with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act and
the United States Constitution. No plan wll
be drawn in a manner that subordinates race-
neutral districting criteria to considerations
of race, color, or nenbership in a | anguage
mnority, except that race, color, or
menbership in a | anguage mnority may

predom nate over race-neutral districting
criteria to conmply with Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act, provided there's a strong
basis in evidence in support of such a

race- based choice. A strong basis in evidence
exi sts when there's a good reason to believe
that race nust be used to satisfy the Voting
Ri ghts Act.

Al'l districts should be drawn to refl ect
the denocratic will of the people concerning
how t heir governnent should be structured.
Districts will be drawn on the basis of total
popul ati on except that voting age popul ation
may be considered as necessary to conply with
Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act or other

federal or state law. The nunber of Al abama
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Senate districts is set by statute at 35. The
nunber of Al abana House districts is set by
statute at 105. The constitution would allow
us to have 106. All districts nust be
si ngl e-nmenber districts, which neans only one
person can be elected fromeach district.
When drawi ng districts, contests between
I ncunbents are avoi ded wherever possible.
Districts are drawn to be contiguous with
every other district, that is, in touch with
every other district. Contiguity across water
such as Mbile Bay or rivers or |akes is
al l owed. But point-to-point or |ong-Ilasso
contiguity, that is, touching at one point of
tangent or connected by a long wi nd such as
just a highway is not considered contiguity.
District shall respect communities of
I nterest, nei ghborhood, and political
subdi visions to the extent practicable. A
community of interest is defined as an area
with recognized simlarities of interest,
i ncluding but not imted to ethnic, racial,
economc, tribal, social, geographic, and
historical identities. The term"conmunities

of interest” may in certain circunstances
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I ncl ude subdi vi sions such as counties, voting
precincts, nunicipalities, tribal |ands,
reservations, and school districts.

A di scernnment wei ghing and bal anci ng of
the varied factors that contribute to
comunities of interest is an intensely
political process best carried out by el ected
representatives of the people. Districts
shall be reasonably conpact, and the
| egi slature shall try to mnimze the nunber
of counties in each district. Districts of
the legislature tries to preserve the cores of
the existing districts.

In establishing legislative districts,

t he Reapportionment Commttee shall give due
consideration to all of these criteria.
However, priority is to be given to the
conpelling State interest requiring a quality
of popul ati on anong districts and conpli ance
with the Voting R ghts Act of 1965 as anended.

These criteria are not listed in the
order of precedence except for conpliance with
the Constitution and the Voting R ghts Act.
And in each instance where they conflict, the

| egi slation shall at its discretion determ ne
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whi ch takes priority.

I now call the speakers. You have three
m nutes to speak. |If you get close, I'll show
up a sign that says 30 seconds and then five
seconds.

There's actually one person signed up to
speak in the auditorium That's Brett
Johnson. And if that person will cone forward
Now.

MR, JOHNSON: Thank you, M. Chairman
and menbers of the commttee. M nane is
Brett Johnson. | live in Boaz, Al abama, in
Et owah County. |'mcurrently a resident of
House District 30. But what | wanted to speak
about is really it's a local issue to this
area, which is the City of Boaz that falls
into Etowah County. So | think in the packet
that we were given here, probably the best map
to ook at would be the House District 26
because it shows the area |I'mtal king about.
House District 26 is -- primarily represents
the Cty of Boaz that's in Marshall County and
then the Gty of Albertville to the north of
Boaz. A lot of people don't realize that

there is this small portion of the Boaz city
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limts that actually falls south of that in
Et owah County.

So currently if you live in one of those
nei ghbor hoods just south of that House
District 26 line, you could really fall into
one of three Etowah County house districts,
28, 29, or 30. And so really what it
effectively has done is we are split in our
representation in our nunicipality that falls
i n Etowah County.

So ny recommendation, ny suggestion, ny
request to the commttee in consideration as
you redraw the lines is to | ook at a sol ution
that woul d nove those residents who are in the
Cty of Boaz but in Etowah County into one
house district together. And | have a
recommendation. Looking at kind of where the
lines are now to kind of keep everything el se
at its core, it looks |ike House District 29
woul d be the ideal solution for that sinply
because Sardis City falls into House District
29. And Sardis City and that portion of the
Cty of Boaz | would really consider
communi ties of interest together.

In fact, a lot of people around this

Veritext Legal Solutions
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area think when they're in the Cty of Boaz
and Et owah County, they think they're in
Sardis. So there's a lot of comon interest,
econom c interest, and what have you. So that
IS ny request.

| think I won't bel abor the point
because you' ve ot her nuch nore inportant
people to hear fromthan ne. Do | open it up
for questions, or am| done when |'mfinished
speaki ng?

MR. WALKER: Let nme nake sure that |
under stand your testinony. Wat you're asking
is for the parts of Boaz that are not in
Senate District 26 -- excuse ne, House
District 26 that they be conbi ned into House
District 29?

MR, JOHNSON: Yes. Really ny primary
objective is that they be conbined into one
house district. It could be 28, 29, 30, or
26. My recomrendation, if you' re | ooking for
one, would be that 29 makes the nost kind of
| ogi cal sense based on the conmunities.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch.

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, sir. | do want to

mention that | wll have -- kind of have sone
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rough maps that |'ve drawn up and a letter of
request. |1'd like to submt that as well so
["lIl leave that | think with the
representatives that are here.

MR. WALKER: |If you would wite Exhibit
A on those and hand those to the
representative, they'll be sent to the court
reporter and included in the record of this
heari ng.

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, sir. Thank
you, M. Chairman and Menbers of the
Commi t t ee.

MR. WALKER. M. Johnson is the only one
in the auditoriumwho signed up to speak. Is
t here anyone el se in the auditorium who woul d
li ke to speak now?

Do you have any questions fromthe
virtual attendees?

M5. OVERTON:. Yes, we have one from
Priscilla.

MR. WALKER: Priscilla?

M5. OVERTON:. Uh-huh. Please speak to
t he nunbers concerning the State Board of
Education districts. |'m hearing that

District 8 may be noved.
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MR. WALKER: District 8 is overpopul at ed
by 6.75 percent. So there will be sone
novenent in its lines. The adjacent District
6 and District 7 are both underpopul ated but
to a |l esser extent than District 8 is
overpopul ated. But | don't think we can tell
you at this tinme how those lines will be
changed. |f you have any recommendati ons t hat
you want to nmake, nowis the tinme to make
t hem

M5. OVERTON: She commented again that
that is Etowah County that m ght be noved.

MR. WALKER: Wt hout knowi ng -- | guess
you're thinking that that District -- that
Et owah County could be noved into District 6.
And | don't think sitting here we can say that
will or will not happen. |f there's anything
you want to say about your preferences there,
now i s the opportunity to say it.

M5. OVERTON: She says District 8 has
only 11 school systens and 6 has 20 schoo
systens.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. We'll note your
comments, District 8 has 11 school systens and

6 has 20 school systens, in the record. And
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make sure that's considered by the |egislature
when they | ook at the boundaries between
District 8 District 6, and District 7, and
District 2.

Thank you for your comments.

Is there anybody el se who wants to
comment either in the auditoriumor renotely?

There's no further coments apparently.
So thank you very much for attendi ng today.

This hearing is closed. A transcript of
this hearing will be prepared by the court
reporter, and in approximtely two weeks w |
be posted online where you can ook at it if
you wi sh. Thank you very nuch for attending
t oday.

(End of proceedings 9:30 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
JEFFERSON COUNTY )

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng deposition was taken down by nme in
stenotype, and the questions and answers thereto
were reduced to conputer print under ny
Supervi sion, and that the foregoing represents a
true and correct transcript of the deposition
gi ven by said witness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of
counsel nor of kin to the parties to the action,
nor aml in anywise interested in the result of

sai d cause.

Li sa Bail ey, CCR #289
CCR #289, Expires 9/30/21
Comm ssi oner for the

State of Al abama at Large
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