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No more'failing'schools. See which schools
Alabama labels for'priority,' expanded school
choice
Published: Dec. 15, 2023, 5:43 p.m.

By Trisha Powell Crain I tcrain@al.com

Nearly 100,000 students rrl205 of Alabama's public schools have a big decision to make

before March: Will they stay in their school or will they go?

Those 206'piority' schools earnea etner a 'O' or . Those

D's and F's matter in a different and important way this year, as a new provision of the

Alabama Accountability Act kicks in.

See 2023 rqort caril grailes for each public school in Alabama here. DEFENDANT'S
EXHIBIT

cAsk = "Enter Exhibit
Number";

cMsg = app.response(cAsk);
event.value = cMsg;
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Accordinsla&gislation passed in 2 sfudents in schools that earned a'D'or'F'have
new options:

o Request a transfer to another school in their district that earned a'C'
or higher, with transportation provided by the district, if there is

room/

o Attend a school in a different school district that earned a'C' or
higher if the district will accept the student,
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o Seek a tax credit scholarship to attend a participating nonpublic

school, or

o Stay enrolled in their current school.

School officials have until Jan. 
"16,2024, to notify parents of their choices, according to state

education officials. Parents have until Mar. 1., 2024, to decide. It's not clear how many

scholarships might be available for students who want to transfer from public to private

schools, but the state will have at least $40 million to hand out.

Advertisement

Until this year, sfudents in schools where achievement was in the bottom 5% statewide -
called "failing" schools - were the only students eligible for the options. Every year since

20'1'3, between 75 and 79 schools landed on that failing list, far fewer than the 206 schools

that must offer expanded choices for the 2024-ZS school year.
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Most students who had the options under the old rules chose to stay in their neighborhood
schoof state officials said, but no publicly available data exists to know for sure.
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Which schools are priority schools?

Al.com took a look at the 205 priority schools to see what those schools look like and

where sfudents will have a new choice.

. 98,860 students were enrolled in those schools during the2022-23

school year. Among those students:

o 69,300 students are Black,

o L3,980 students are white,
o L0,900 students are Hispanic

Most schools are considered high-poverty, with the majority of students qualifying for free

or reduced-price lunch.

Priority schools include rural and urban schools that serve all grade levels; they also

include charter schools and virfual academies.

Of the 206 priority schools,

o 181 of those had a majority Black student populatiory
o 57 of those schools had a twelfth grade,

o 54 of those schools are middle schools,

o 85 of those schools are elementary schools,
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The table below lists the 2023 ptiority schools. Click here if you are unable to see the table.
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Alabama's'Priority' schools
These are schools that earned a 'D'or'F'on the 2023 school report card. The number is the overall score
for the school.

Search in table

District

Pagel of11

School Grade 2023 2022

Anniston City

Birmingham City

Birmingharn City

Calhoun County

Chambers County

Chickasaw City

Daleville City

Gadsden City

Huntsville City

Jefferson County

Jefferson County

Jefferson County

Mobile County

Monroe County

Tuscaloosa County

Baldwin County

Chambers County

Chambers County

Chambers County

Chilton County

Golden Springs Elernentary School

Hemphill Elementary School

Huffman Academy

Saks Elementary School

W F Burns Middle School

Chickasaw Middle School

Daleville M iddle School

Litchfield M iddle School

Morris Middle School

Clay-Chalkville Middle School

Pinson Valley High School

U.W. Clemon Elementary School

George Hall Elementary School

Monroeville Middle School

Brookwood Middle School

Foley Middle School

John P Powell Middle School

Lafayette High School

Valley High School

Chilton County High School
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Table: Trisha Powell Crain I Al.com & Alabama Education Lab . Source: Alabama Department of Education . Get the data . Created with
Datawrapper
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The map below shows the location of each of Alabama's206 priority schools and their
students'recorded poverty level. Hover over the dot for more information about the

school. Click here if you are unable to see the map.
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Alabama's 2A23 priority schools
The dots represent schools that earned a'D'or'F'on the 2023 school report card.
Use the zoom function for more detail.

Poverty level
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Sign Up and Get7,777 Gold Goins and Free 10 Sweep Coins. No
Purchase Required.
Sign Up and Get 7,777 Gold Coins and Free 10 Sweep Coins. No Purchase Required.

Luckyland Slots I Sponsored t rrr, "., I

Disney Bundle

Access epic stories, tons of movies & shows, and more - all for one incredible pri

Disney+ lSponsored

Doctors Picks of Best Blood Pressure Monitors of 2024

DocReviews lSponsored

Doctor Can't Explain But This Can Melt Away Toe Nail Fungus
Health Shape I Sponsored
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Reviewing the Best Blood Pressure Monitors of 2024

DocReviews lSponsored

A One-of-?-Kind Silver Gift

U.S. Mint I Sponsored

Toe Nail Fungus? Do this lmmediately

Health Shape I Sponsored

Popular Destin restaurant burns in spectacular noon fire
AL.com

University of Alabama football player faces lawsuit in alleged Tuscaloosa hit-
and-run crash
AL.com

How Roman Republic Affects U.S

Hillsdale Gollege I Sponsored

Disney+

Get the best deal on the best movies, series, and sports with The Disney Bundle.
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Disney+ | Hulu I ESPN+ lSponsored

Step into Comfort with Orthofeet Sandals

OrthoFeet I Sponsored

Social Security increase lor 2025: Here are the latest COLA estimates; why is
it not good news?
AL.com

Comeback Town: My father struck me for dating a Catholic girl
AL.com

Y About Us

About Alabama Media Group-

Jobs at Alabama Media Group-

Advertise with us

About AL.com

Frequently Asked Ouestions

Accessi bility Statement

Contact Us
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Online Store

Y Subscriptions

AL.com

The Birmingham News

The Huntsville Times

Press-RegigteI

Newsletter

Y Already a Subscriber

Ma nage-yo u r S u bscrjplign

Place a Vacation Hold

Make a Paylnenl

Delivery Feedback

Y Al.com Sections

News

Business

Speds

[!gh School Spsrts

Alabama Life & Culture

Apiniao

Archives

Obituaries

Jobs

Autos
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Facebook
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