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House Speaker Blames Legislature 

say. 

New Redistricting Plan Called 
'Breakthrough For Black People' 
By STAN BAILEY 

Monday's federal court ruling 
setting up 103 single-member 
Alabama house districts and 33 
single-member Senate districts 
has been hailed as ' a 

breakthrough for black people." 
And the House s pea k e r 

blames the ruling on the 
legislature's failure to act. 
"For the first time, you have 

people living in a compact 
group who can have a man to 
consider and be responsive to 
their needs," said Rep. Fred 
Gray, one of two blacks in the 
legislature, 

Mother Dies; 
(InfnncrinIlc 

Ilonse Speaker C. S age 
Lyons, saying the ruling would 
be "a terrific problem" to carry 
out, said "the failure of the 
legislature to pass a realistic 
reapportionment plait is what 
precipitated this," 

Gras' said the decision Mon-
day allows bu'eks j9 Mabanla 
tar the first time to be 
rt'preacnted "iii poortion to 
our strength" 

';ra cutleit it a 
"breakthrough . . . not only icr 
black people, but also for people 
in v a r I 0 0 S socioeconomic 
groups," 

In the p3s1. inuntles with 

large black populations sent no 
blacks to the legislature be-
cause legislators were elected 
from the county at-large, which 
gave the overall white majority 
control. Now some districts in 
such counties are pro-
dominantly black in population. 
Also, the new plan evell cuts 

across county and precinct lines 
with many districts, voiding a 
section of the Alabama Coin-
stitvtion which prohibits slicing 
across county lines. 
Under the single-member plan, 

only residents of the court. 

drawn district—not residents 01 
the whole county—may vote on 
the county's representatives. 

"Thy' effect 01 this cuse can 
be to require single district 
representation across 111 e 
South," said Charles Moran, 
rcional director of t It t' 
American Civil Liberties Union. 
Morgan was one of the 

original plaintiffs in the suit 
which led to a 1961 Supreme 
Court ruling involving Alabama 
and five other Southern states 
requiring reapportionment on a 
population basis. 
The plan approved Monday by 

Circuit Judge Richard T. Rives 

and District Judges Frank 31. 
Johnson Jr. and Daniel Il. 
Thomas is the plan proposed by 
plaintiffs. 
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