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* ok ok ok *
(Proceedi ngs began, 2:00 p.m)
ok ok ok *

SENATOR MCCLENDON:  |I''m Ji m McC endon.
| amthe Senate Chair of redistricting. To ny
right over here is Chris Pringle. He's the
House Chair of redistricting. And on ny |eft
is Dorman Wal ker. Dorman is the attorney for
the redistricting commttee. W |ost our --
I'"'massumng y'all can still hear ne.

Is that the case or not? Hello?

I need a response. | need to know if
you can hear ne.

kay. | got a yes and we can see you.

I want to welcone you all to this
redistricting public hearing. W are
traveling around the state. This is one of 28
| ocations. And the purpose of this is for the
public, everyone in Al abama that w shes to
have input, to have their comments heard,
their suggestions made to the redistricting
commttee. W' re tal king about redraw ng the
districts for Al abama Senate, Al abama House of
Representati ves, the Al abama Congressi ona

Del egation, and the Al abana State Board of
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Education. That's four different maps that we
will -- once the State gets this input and
consults with our state |legislators, we'l
bring it before a special neeting of the House
and Senate. And it wll pass into law |ike
any ot her.

Are there any elected officials | need
to recognize attending? |'Il assune that's
not the case.

What we're going to do is take testinony
today fromany of you who are interested in
gi ving your opinion. That testinmony will be
taken down and entered into the record.

What happens over a ten-year period
since the last tine we did this is people
nove. The denographics are fluid. Areas that
net the ideal nunber of people in the district
changed. They nove out; they nove in. And
the whol e idea of taking that census is to
find out not only how nmany people there are
but where they are so that we can try to
adjust the districts so that we get back
closer to the idea of One-person, One-vote.

Now, |'m going to give you sone ideas on

what's going on in your area of the state as
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far as changes that are going to have to be
made in house and senate districts. But be
war ned, there may well be a house or a senate
district that has very little change in
popul ati on, but the adjacent district nmay have
a dramatic change and it will affect -- and it
has a ripple effect and it goes throughout the
state.

Let's start first with Senate District 4
whi ch has | ost popul ation, actually |ost 2,900
people in the last ten years. Now, the ideal
district size for a senate district is 143,551
people, plus or mnus 5 percent. W have that
amount of deviation we can have on a senate
district. Same amount for a house district,
sanme anmount for a state board district. But
the congressional districts have got to be
right on the noney.

The next one we'll |ook at is Senate
District 5. That district has | ost about
4,500 people so that district is going to have
to shrink. And then the next one is Senate
District 6 who has | ost al nost 6,000 peopl e.
So you can see that those three senate

districts are going to have to shrink a little
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bit in order to get matched up with the
popul ati on.

And then finally on the senate side |'ve
got Senate 21 which grew by 12,600 people. So
there's 12,600 people in Senate 21 in addition
to what was there ten years ago. So it's
grown. That one has really junped outside
that plus or mnus 5 percent. So you know
that district is going to be smaller. It's
goi ng to shri nk.

Let's see what el se we've got. Ckay.
Let's go to your house districts in your area.
The ideal size of a house district is 47,850
people. So House District 13 | ost about 2,800
people. House District 14 |ost about 4,400
people. That's a pretty substantial | oss.

And House District 16 | ost about 2,700 people.
So all of those are actually beyond that plus
or mnus 5 percent deviation, and there are
going to have to be adjustnents nade. And
["I'l junp down to House District 61 which

gai ned 3,300. And that gain puts it outside
the mark so that district is going to have to
shri nk.

That gives you sone idea of the
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chal l enges we have in trying to get back to
t he ideal One-man, One-vote ratio.

["'mgoing to turn you over now to
Representative Pringle to continue this
di scussi on.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: M/ nane
is Chris Pringle. |I'mstate representative
from House District 101 in Mbile. Let ne go
over -- you'll be called to speak in the order
i n which you signed up. You'll be given three
mnutes. At the end of three mnutes, we'l]l
go to the next speaker. But if you have nore
to say, looks like we'll be able to get back
to you and you can finish your remarks. \When
you' re called, please cone to the m crophone,
state your nane clearly, and tell us which
community or districts you represent and want
to speak about. |If you are participating
renotely, send us your questions via e-nail,
and we'll read it into the record and answer
your question for you.

This hearing is being transcribed by a
court reporter who's working renotely. [|f you
have sonething you would like to introduce

into the record as an exhibit, bring it to the
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m cr ophone when you speak and | et the hearing
officer know Guve it to them and they'l
give it tous, and it will be attached to this
proceedi ng and becone part of the permanent
record. Renenber, this hearing deals solely
with the issue of redistricting and no other
state legislative matter.

Thank you.

M. Walker, it's your turn.

MR. WALKER: Hello and wel cone to the
hearing. |'m Dorrman Wal ker. 1'mthe hearing
officer for the hearing. Before we start
taking testinony, let ne go over sone of the
rules that the legislature itself is required
to foll ow because of state and federa
constitutions, |laws such as the Voting Rights
Act, and the guidelines adopted by the
| egi slature for howit draws districts.

First and forenost of these, of course,
is that any bill passed by the |egislature --
and redistricting plans are bills -- has to
conply with the federal and state
constitutions and, in this instance in
particular, wth the One-person, One-vote

provi sions and the Equal Protection C ause of
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the Federal Constitution and wth Section 2 of
the federal -- of the Voting R ghts Act, which
Is the workhorse section of the Voting Rights
Act that protects against discrimnation and
dilution in voting rights.

The first thing that the legislature
does when it | ooks at districts is try to
equalize the districts all across the state
because of popul ation shifts that inevitably
occur between decennial census. In order to
conply with One-person, One-vote, the
popul ati ons have to be re-equalized. If you
live in a district where 100 people can el ect
a state legislator, and the district next to
yours, it takes 1,000 people to elect a state
| egi sl ator, you can see that those votes
aren't equal, that your vote counts for nore
than the votes of the people in the district
next to yours. The principle of One-person,
One-vot e says that everybody's vote shoul d be
equal. And for that -- that's the reason why
we spend this tinme re-equalizing the
popul ation of the districts. For
congressional districts, the population in

nost circunstances, and | think in the
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circunstances that apply in Al abama, have to
be essentially equal. For |egislative and
State Board of Education districts, the

| egi sl ature has nore roomto maneuver. The
di stricts can be popul ated 5 percent above or
5 percent below the ideal population.

The ideal population is sinply the
nunber of seats or districts that you have
divided into the state popul ation. So, for
exanple, in the house, 105 house districts
divided into the state population of a little
nore than 5 mllion gives you the ideal
popul ati on for each one of those seats. And
in the end, each house district will have a
popul ation that is plus or mnus 5 percent
above or below that ideal population. Having
that 10 percent flexibility neans that we can
hel p keep counties whole. W can respect
communities of interest. W can do the things
that the legislature wants to do in its
gui delines. And those things are -- rather,
the other rules to which the legislature is
bound to follow are that at -- no district can
be drawn in a way that subordi nates

race-neutral districting criteria to
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consi deration of race, color, or nmenbership in
a | anguage mnority except if race, color, or
nmenbership in a |l anguage mnority may

predom nate over race-neutral districting
criteria to conply with Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act where the State believes
that it has a strong basis in evidence in
support of such a race-based choi ce.

A strong basis of evidence exists when
there's good reason to believe that race nust
be used in order to satisfy the State's
obl i gati ons under the Voting Rights Act to
create majority and mnority districts.

In addition to that rule, all districts
shoul d be drawn to reflect the denocratic wll
of the people. D stricts should be drawn on
the basis of total population, not citizenship
or anything el se but total population, which
i ncl udes a nunber of people who don't actually
vote such as children, people who reside in a
district but are not residents of the
district. However, voting age popul ation,
that is, the 18-plus popul ation, may be taken
into consideration for Section 2 purposes at

certain tines.
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The nunber of Al abana state senate
districts is set at 35. The nunber of house
districts is set by statute at 105. The
constitution would allow us to have 106. Al
districts are single-nenber districts which
nmeans that only one official is elected from
each district. Contests between incunbents
are avoi ded when districts are drawn. And in
addition, the legislature tries to preserve
the core of existing districts. Al districts
m ght be contiguous. That is, they nust on
all points be in touch and contact w th other
districts. Point-to-point and | ong | asso,
that is, contiguity down a highway, is not
al l oned. However, contiguity across a water
such as river, |lake, or Mbile Bay is all owed.

Districts shall respect communities of
I nterest, nei ghborhoods, and political
subdi visions to the extent practicable. A
community of interest is defined as an area
with recognized simlarities of interest,

i ncluding but not imted to ethnic, racial,
economc, tribal, social, geographic, and
hi storical identities.

The term"comunities of interest” may
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under certain circunstance include politica
subdi vi si ons such as counties, voting
precincts, nunicipalities, tribal |ands,
reservations, and school districts. The

di scer nment wei ghi ng and bal anci ng of the
various factors that contribute to conmunities
of interest is an intensely political process
best carried out by the el ected
representatives of the people.

Districts shall be reasonably conpact,
and the legislature shall try to mnimze the
nunber of counties in each district.

Legi slature shall try to preserve the cores of
existing districts. 1In establishing

| egislative districts, or all districts, the
reapporti onnment conmttee shall give due
consideration to the criteria herein.

However, priority is to be given to conpelling
State interest requiring equality of
popul ati on anong districts and conpliance with
the Voting R ghts Act of 1965 as anended.

Before we start, let nme request that if
there are any nenbers of the nedia present,
they identify thenselves. W l|like to keep

track of how nmuch nedi a coverage we have for

Veritext Legal Solutions
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these hearings. So if there's a nenber of the
nmedi a present actually in the auditorium-- |
don't know if there may be sone present

online -- and you want to identify yourself,

pl ease do.

kay. | have six people who signed up.
It looks |ike we have about six people in the
auditorium None of you signed up to speak
however. 1Is there anyone in the auditorium
who wi shes to speak?

Thank you, sir.

BEVI LL ATTENDEE: Gentlenen, | want to
acknow edge the attendance at Bevill State
canpus. W have Representative Estes and
Senator Allen and State board nenber Belinda
M Rae.

Representative Estes, would you I|ike
to -- Representative Estes would |i ke to make
sone conments.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. Wl cone,
Representati ve.

REPRESENTATI VE ESTES: Hell o,
col | eagues, Senator MO endon, and
Representative Pringle. | just want to tel

you how nmuch | appreciate the tine and energy
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you're putting into this. I'mreally here
today just to listen and | earn about the
process nore. | know we'll have the
opportunity to speak publicly or privately in
the com ng weeks as we pull all this

i nformation together. | just want to tell you
how nmuch | appreciate your tine and | et you
know | was in attendance today.

MR. WALKER: You, sir. There any --
have we been sent any comrents fromthe people
wat ching virtually?

We have received no questions or
comments fromthe people who are watching
virtually. One last chance for anyone to
speak either virtually or present in the
audi torium  Anyt hi ng?

Thank you very nmuch. | declare this
hearing cl osed.

There will be a transcript of this
heari ng posted with the transcripts of all
ot her hearings on the reapportionnment
conmttee web site. Look for those in
approxi mately two weeks. Thank you very much
for com ng.

(End of proceedings, 2:24 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
JEFFERSON COUNTY )

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng deposition was taken down by nme in
stenotype, and the questions and answers thereto
were reduced to conputer print under ny
Supervi sion, and that the foregoing represents a
true and correct transcript of the deposition
given by said wi tness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of
counsel nor of kin to the parties to the action,
nor aml in anyw se interested in the result of

sai d cause.

Li sa Bail ey, CCR #289
CCR #289, Expires 9/30/21
Comm ssi oner for the

State of Al abama at Large
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Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Discovery

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness; changes; signing. When
the testimony is fully transcribed the deposition
shall be submitted to the witness for examination
and shall be read to or by the witness, unless such
examination and reading are waived by the witness
and by the parties. Any changes in form or
substance which the witness desires to make shall
be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness, unless the parties by stipulation
waive the signing or the witness is ill or cannot
be found or refuses to sign. If the deposition is
not signed by the witness within thirty (30) days
of its submission to the witness, the officer shall
sign it and state on the record the fact of the
waiver or of the illness or absence of the witness
or the fact of the refusal to sign together with
the reason, if any, given therefor; the deposition
may then be used as fully as though signed unless

on a motion to suppress under Rule 32 (d) (4) the
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court holds that the reasons given for the refusal
to sign require rejection of the deposition in

whole or in part.

(F) Certification and filing by officer; exhibits;
coplies; notice of filing.

(1) The officer shall certify on the deposition
that the witness was duly sworn by the officer and
that the deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by the witness. Unless otherwise
ordered by the court, the officer shall then
securely seal the deposition in an envelope
indorsed with the title of the action and marked
“Deposition of [here insert name of witness]” and
shall promptly file it with the court in which the
action is pending or send it by registered or

certified mail to the clerk thereof for filing.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.




