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*x * * * *

(Proceedi ngs began, 11:00 a.m)
ok ok ok *

SENATOR MCCLENDON: My nane is Jim
McCl endon. ['ma state Senator from Saint
Clair County, Alabama. And |'m chairnman of
the Senate Reapportionnment Cormittee. To ny
right is representative Chris Pringle. He is
the House Chairman. And to ny left is Dorman
Wal ker. Dorman is the attorney for the
Redi stricting Conmmttee. And we have joining
us here in Montgonery is Senator Bobby
Si ngl et on.

| would like to wel cone everybody. |
woul d pl ease ask all of you that are coming in
online attending virtually to please turn your
m crophones on nmute. Mite your mcs and turn
of f your caneras. And you'll be able to --
those of you online will be able to send
nessages back here to us when your turn cones.
And we' Il read those conments out.

And just glad to have you.

Thi s process occurs every ten years.
That's what the census is all about. The

census is taken to find out not just how many
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peopl e there are but where they are. And

we' ve observed over many decades that there is
a mgratory pattern in A abama and the rest of
t he nation, generally speaking, fromrura
areas to urban or suburban areas. And as

fol ks nmove and popul ati ons change within these
districts, we have to redraw the lines to
catch up with the people. The concept is the
One- person, One-vote. And when a district
gets too heavily popul ated, we have to shrink
it or nove it. \Wen a district becones

under popul ated, we have to expand it and nove
to adjacent districts.

Now, sonetinmes a district has very
little change in popul ation, but those
districts adjacent to it change and shape and
so that can have an effect. So just because a
district has little change in popul ation, that
doesn't nean the shape of that district is not
going to al so change.

So this process involves the nenbers of
the State Board of Education. There's eight
of them and it involves congressional --
(technical difficulty) State House of

Representative Districts. There's 105.
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Qur task on the Reapportionnent
Commttee is to get all these districts back
i n balance. Now -- and both House, Senate,
and BOE, Board of Education districts, we can
use plus or mnus five percent on the total
popul ation in a district, and we're within our
gui del i nes. However, wi th congressiona
districts, we don't wite those guidelines.
Congressional districts, those seven
congressional districts have got to be within
person. They've got to be essentially exact.

So what | will do now, I'mgoing to go
over the senate and house districts in your
area and give you an idea of how nmuch they
have i ncreased or decreased in popul ation.
That in turn wll give you an idea of the
magni t ude of the changes that you should
expect in those districts.

So we'll start -- let's start with the
senate districts. Now, an ideal senate
di strict under the new plan is 143,551
popul ati on. Renenber, we can do plus or nnus
five percent. So Senate 28 has a | oss of
about 6,400 people. Putting it very close to

the edge of the allowed deviation. 29, senate
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29, very little change, |ost 322 people.
Senate 31 lost 2,700 people. That's within
the tol erance.
So we'll go over to the house districts

now. And the idea nunber for a house district
is 47,850 total population. The house
districts in your area -- House District 85
had a | oss of about 2300 people. House
District 86 gained 287. House District 87
gai ned 232, 232 people. House District 89

| ost about 2,200. And 91, 965. Plus 965
people. And then 93, House District 93 went
down by about 2,000. So that gives you an

i dea of the changes in population in your

I mredi at e ar ea.

Wth that being said, I'"'mgoing to
recogni ze State Representative Chris Pringle
to pick it up from here.

Thank you. By the way, nute your phones
and | believe everybody has got their caneras
of f. Thank you for turning your caneras off.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank
you, Senator MC endon. Again, nmy name is
Chris Pringle. I'mthe State Representative

for house District 101 in Mobile. I'd like to
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wel cone everybody to this neeting. W wll
call on people in the order in which they' ve
signed up. Each speaker is limted to three
mnutes. At the end of three mnutes, we'll
ask you to stop. But if you have nore to say,
we can easily bring you back at the end of the
neeting to conti nue.

When you're called, please cone to the
m cr ophone, state your nane clearly and the
community you represent, and the district, or
districts, you want to speak about. |[|f you
deci de you want to speak but you' ve not signed
up, you'll be given an opportunity to speak at
the end of the neeting. |If you're
participating renotely and you want to ask a
guestion, just e-mail it to us and we'll read
it into the record and answer it at the end of
t he neeting.

This hearing is being transcribed by a
court reporter working renotely. |If you have
sonething you'd like to introduce into the
record as an exhibit, bring it to the
m cr ophone when you speak and |l et the hearing
officer know They'll get that material to

M. VWalker, and it will be entered into the
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permanent record of this commttee. |[|'d |like
to remnd you this hearing is to deal with the
i ssue of redistricting only. W are not here
to discuss ot her subjects before the

| egi sl at ure.

Wth that I"'mgoing to turn it over to
M. Wal ker.

MR. WALKER: Hello. And, once again,
wel cone to this hearing. My | ask first that
i f any nenbers of the nedia are present that
t hey introduce thenselves? W |ike to have
sone i dea how nuch nedi a coverage these
hearings are getting. |If there's anyone there
who cares to introduce thensel ves, please do
SO nNow.

MR. CURTIS: Good norning. Ken Curtis.
I"'mwith CBS and NBC i n Dot han, Al abama, G ay
Tel evision TV, and al so USA in Mntgonery.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch. @ ad
to have you with us. The scope of this
hearing is sonewhat narrow. It is what can
you tell the commttee about how new districts
shoul d be drawn. And the comm ttee hearings
t hat have been | think nost effective and

hel pful to the conmmttee are ones at which
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speakers have given specific instances of how
a district should be drawn, what communities
of interest need to be respected, what the
boundari es of those conmunities of interest
are, and things of that matter that are fairly
speci fic as opposed to general statenents.

Nevertheless, I'mnot trying to limt
what you say. | wll say, however, that
matters outside the scope of the hearing wll
not be recogni zed, and comments such as that
Al abama shoul d have an i ndependent
redistricting commttee is beyond the scope of
this hearing, or of the redistricting
comrmittee to entertain or conplaints about
past acts of the State of Al abama again are
beyond t he scope of what we here can do
anyt hi ng about. And those comments w |l not
be recogni zed.

Before starting | want to go over the
rules for drawing districts. The |legislature
can't sinply draw districts any way it wants.
It's bound by certain constraints,
constitutional, statutory, and regul atory.
That is, the guidelines adopted by the

| egislature itself. Overarching everything of
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course is the United States Constitution and
the requirenent for One-person, One-vote which
means sinply that the weight of all votes nust
be equal. If you were to live in a district
where 100 people could elect a |legislator and
the adjoining district had 1,000 people to

el ect a legislator, you can readily see that
your vote would count for nore than the vote
of sonmeone in a district where it took a

t housand votes to elect a |egislator.

The purpose of One-person, One-vote, the
purpose of redistricting is to rebal ance those
districts given the denographic shifts that
have inevitably occurred since the |ast census
in 2010. And wth regard to congressiona
districts, that bal ance has to be, in nost
cases, alnost absolute. One person may be
different, but really there's typically not
much room for variation in the popul ation of
congressional districts under nost
circunstances. Wth regard to State Board of
Educati on, State Senate, State House, and the
other districts that we draw, those districts
we have sone latitude in.

There's an ideal population for each

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-28 Filed 09/24/24 Page 11 of 59

Page 10

district, and the population for the district
can be either above or below by 5 percent that
i deal popul ation. The ideal population is
sinmply the total nunber of units divided into
the state popul ation. For exanple, 105, house
seats divided into the population of the state
gi ves you the ideal population for the house
districts going forward. And those districts
that can be populated wthin a range of 10
percent, 5 percent above or bel ow the
popul ati on.

And the advantage of that is it allows
us to adjust populations to keep counties
whol e, keep jurisdictions whole, keep
preci ncts whol e, which nakes it easier and
makes better maps.

In addition, districts will not be drawn
unl ess they conply with Section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 and shall have
nei t her the purpose nor the effect of diluting
mnority voting strength. No district will be
drawn in a manner that subordi nates
race-neutral districting criteria to
consi derations of race, color, or foreign

| anguage m nority group except that race,
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color, or nenbership in a | anguage mnority
group may predom nate over race-neutral
districting criteria to conply with section 2
of the Voting Rights Act provided there is a
strong basis in evidence for the State to do
so. A strong basis in evidence exists when
the State has good reason to believe that
race, et cetera, nust be used in order to
conply with Section 2 of the Voting R ghts
Act .

Al'l districts should be drawn to reflect
the denocratic will of the people concerning
how t heir governnent should be structured.
Districts shall be drawn on the basis of tota
popul ation. Total population includes people
who can't vote either because they're mnors
or because they aren't residents for voting
pur poses or for any other reason. It's just
the total population. And that's the basis on
whi ch districts are drawn. However, voting
age popul ation, that is, 18 and over, may be
consi dered as necessary to conply with Section
2 of the Voting Rights Act.

The nunber of senate districts is set by

statute at 35. The nunber of house
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statutes -- districts as set by statute at
105. The Constitution would allow 106. Al
districts are single-nmenber districts. That
means each district has only one
representative elected fromit.

O her rules that the | egislature nust
followis that contests between incunbents are
to be avoi ded where possible. Al districts
must be contiguous anong ot her districts.
Contiguity by water is allowed if a district
Is split by river or by a bay or |ake.
Contiguity across the water counts. However,
poi nt-to-point contiguity, that is, districts
that touch at only tangent or |ong | asso
contiguity, that is, using a highway to
connect two separate parts of a district does
not count. Districts shall respect
communi ties of interest, neighborhoods, and
political subdivisions to the extent
practi cabl e.

A community of interest is defined as an
area with recognized simlarities of interest,
including but not limted to ethic, racial,
economc, tribal, social, geographic, or

hi storical identities.
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The term"comunities of interest” may
in certain circunstances include politica
subdi vi si ons such as counties, voting
precincts, municipalities, tribal |ands, and
reservations and school districts. The
di scer nment wei ghi ng and bal anci ng of the
varied factors that contribute to comunities
of interest is an intensely political process
best carried out by elected representatives of
t he peopl e.

Districts shall be reasonably conpact,
and the legislature shall try to mnimze the
nunber of counties in each district. The
| egi sl ature also shall try to preserve the
core of its existing districts.

In establishing legislative districts,
or all of the districts the |egislature nust
draw, the reapportionnment commttee gives due
consideration to all of the criteria that |'ve
descri bed. However, priority is given to the
conpelling state interest requiring equality
of popul ati on anong districts and conpli ance
with Section 2 of the Voting R ghts Act.

These criteria are not listed in order

of precedence. And in each instance where
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they conflict, the legislature shall, at its
di scretion, determ ne which takes priority.

W are now ready to begin to receive
comments. The first person who signed up to
speak is Linda Turner fromthe Houston County
Denocratic Party speaki nhg on congressi ona
States Senate, State House, and State Board of
Education districts.

M5. TURNER: Good norni ng.

MR. WALKER: Good norning. Thank you
for com ng today.

M5. TURNER. |'mthe vice chair of the
Houst on County Denocratic -- |'m here today.
Your requirenent is not --

MR. WALKER: Ma'am can you get a little
closer to the m crophone. W're having a
little difficulty hearing you.

M5. TURNER: This can and shoul d be done
by drawing a map that is geographically,
econom cally, culturally congruent, preserving
comuni ties, towns, and nei ghbors.

We all know that both parties have used
this process to gain seats and nonmentum for
their parties. And we all know that that does

not serve those conmunities. W all recognize
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that each of you have a vested interest in

mai ntaining the current map and lines as is to
protect your seat and political views. But,
agai n, that does not serve the peopl e of

Al abanma.

Today | ask that you uphold the val ues
and intent of the true denocracy. Those being
sel fl ess service, truth, honor, and integrity.
Those are the things I want and expect from ny
representatives. The redistricting process is
your opportunity to show you uphol d those
values as well. Do what is right for the
Al abama people and let the chips fall where
t hey may.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Ms. Turner, can you give
any exanples to the commttee of how the |ines
fail to serve local community interest?

That's the type informng that's hel ped.

M5. TURNER. Can you pl ease repeat it?

MR WALKER: Yes, ma'am [|'msorry.

You indicated, if | understood you correctly,
that perhaps you felt that the lines as
currently drawn do not serve the |oca

interest, the local community interest. And I
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was sayi ng can you give the commttee any
specific interest of -- exanples, rather, of
how t hose Iines m ght be changed or identify
lines that you think do not for whatever
reason serve |ocal conmunity interest?

M5. TURNER. | did not cone prepared for
the statenment on -- | only had three m nutes.
"Il be glad to send that to you in an e-mail.

MR. WALKER: G eat.

M5. TURNER: Secondarily, | think there
are people who have worked hard on that |ike
the Single Wnen Voters. And there are a |ot
of nonpartisan prograns out there that can be
utilized that nake it better as well.

Again, |I'lIl send you an e-mail because |
have anal yzed a |l ot of the maps, not only in
Al abama but in other states. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch for
your contribution today. W have received a
plan, it's a full state plan -- and when pl ans
are submtted, they have to be full state
plans -- fromthe League of Wonen Voters for
the congressional plan. And that mght in
fact be sonething that our next speaker w shes

to address. |It's Emly Heersink fromthe

Veritext Legal Solutions
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League of Wonen Voters Sout heast Al abama.

M5. HEERSI NK:  Good norning. | guess
you' ve seen the map that | woul d propose
today. M nane is Emly Heersink. | live
here in Dothan, Alabama. And I'mthe interim
presi dent of the League of Wnen Voters of
Sout heast Al abama, our nenber-at-large unit.

As you spoke about Al abama | aw dictates
t hat conpact and conti guous, clear of
political subdivision such as county, city,
and town boundaries, and to serve comunities
of interest. That is this geographic area,
such as nei ghbors or regions where residents
have common political interests that do not
necessarily coincide wth the boundaries of
political subdivision. The current maps have
the opportunity to draw the lines --

(i naudi bl e) groups. The census data is not
conpact. It does not preserve the

subdi vision. It splits Tuscal oosa, splits
Bi r m ngham - -

MR. WALKER: Ms. Heersink --

HEERSI NK: District 7 carve out --
WALKER: Ms. Heersink --

5 3

HEERSI NK:  -- while diluting
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mnority voting influence throughout the
st at e.

MR. WALKER: Hello. Ms. Heersink, can
you hear nme?

M5. HEERSI NK:  Yes.

MR. WALKER. |'msorry. You' re breaking
up a lot. And it m ght be good for the court
reporter if you would go back over the
begi nni ng of your statenent. W |ost a |ot.
It was sort of nodulating in and out. |
apol ogi ze.

M5. HEERSINK: |I'msorry for that. |Is
that better?

MR. WALKER: That's nuch better. Thank
you.

M5. HEERSINK: Maybe |'ll do this so ny
voice is right there. Good norning, ny nane
is Emly Heersink. | live in Dothan, Al abana.
And |'mthe interimpresident of the League
Wnen Voters of Sout heast Al abama's nenber - at -
| arge unit.

Al abama | aw dictates that voting
di stricts nust be conpact, contiguous,
preserve political subdivisions such as

counties, cities, and town boundari es, and
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preserve communities of interest. That is,

t hose geographi c areas such as nei ghbors or
regi ons where residents have common political

i nterest that do not necessarily coincide with
the boundaries of a political subdivide.

The current map whi ch you have the
opportunity to redraw and i nprove based on
2020 census data is not conpact nor does it
preserve political subdivisions. Instead it
splits Tuscal oosa, cuts through Birm ngham
and even captures part of Montgonmery. The
boundaries of District 7 serve to carve out a
single African American district while
diluting mnority voting influence throughout
the entire state.

The current map al so includes part of
Montgonery in District Two which not
representative of the nore rural character of
our district, District 2. Qur denocracy works
best when every person's vote counts. G ving
nore voi ces the opportunity to be heard in
nore distribution provides the opportunity for
nmore conpetition of ideas, nore conpetitive
political races, all of which create a better,

stronger denocracy.
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Furthernore, dividing political
subdi vi si ons unnecessarily burdens citizens in
those counties or cities that have been split.
I nstead of needing to comuni cate with one
representative, citizens in these split areas
nmust persuade and coordinate with nultiple
governnent representatives to get the needs of
their geographic community nmet. Keeping
political subdivisions intact hel ps our
communi ties |l ook out for their own | ocal
needs.

The current map shoul d be redrawn in
favor of a map such as the whol e county
Al abama Congressional map that |'m sharing
today, which | think you may have seen
yesterday as well. It (inaudible) the current
raci al gerrymander, it's nore conpact and
satisfies the constitutional principal of
One- person, One-vote nuch better than the 2011
congressi onal nap.

The Al abana Regi stration process has
been conpressed due to the ongoi ng pandemi c
whi ch del ayed the 2020 census. So thank you
for allowi ng public testinony in person and

virtually all these community input neetings
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and as well allow ng subm ssions by e-nmail.

The whol e Al abama | egi sl ature nust
fairly consider the input you receive fromthe
public as you strive to create fair maps for
2022.

Thank you so much for your work and for
your tine.

MR WALKER: Ms. Heersink, we have
received at an earlier hearing a copy of the
map that the League of Wnen Voters has
prepared. Nevertheless, if you want to wite
Exhibit 1 on the map there and give it to the
coordinator locally, it will be attached to
the transcript of this hearing and nade a
record of these proceedi ngs.

M5. HEERSI NK:  Thank you. |'ve done so.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. There's anot her
speaker. |I'mnot quite sure howto read this
name. It's maybe Rodreshia Russaw from
Houst on County, Dot han.

M5. RUSSAW Good afternoon -- or good
nmorning. My name is Rodreshia Russaw, and |I'm
with the Al abama El ection Protection Network.

Al abama El ection Protection Network set on
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redistricting in 2019 --

MR. WALKER: Ma'am woul d you speak
about a half a degree slower than you are and
step back fromthe mcs alittle bit. 1'mso
sorry. W're having difficulty understanding
you, and you're going a little bit fast.

M5. RUSSAW Ckay. M/ nane is Rodreshia
Russaw. |'mthe executive director of the
Ordi nary Peopl e Society, also co-founder of
Al abama El ection Protection Network founded in
2019. |I'mhere on behalf of our comrunity
speaki ng on behalf of our fellows as well part
of (inaudi bl e) Acadeny who has been able to
draw maps, to submt nmaps as well.

In particular that |'ve been working on
and what we're here to acknow edge is the fact
our voices, especially in the mnority
community, is nothing being heard in the
redistricting process. To continue to educate
our conmunity knowi ng that these lines are
t hreat eni ng our educational, econom cal
grow h, and all the resources that cone. M
particul ar focus on Houston County, Second
Congressional district, have been

di sapportionately drawn, focusing on making
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these districts nore equal. Also (inaudible)
District of Alabama that | acks to pl ease
(inaudible) us. And we will be submtting a
map as well on the congressional |evel.

Thank you.

MR WALKER: | take it you don't have a
map to submt now, but you want to submit one
| ater?

M5. RUSSAW Yes, sir.

MR. WALKER: That's fine. Do we have
that e-mail for subm ssions? Can you give it
to ne?

The subm ssions outside of the hearing
can be made to District at Al abamasenate -- or
ALsenate.gov. That's DI-S-T-R-I-C T at
A-L-S-E-N-A-T-E, or Alpha Lim, Sierra, Echo,
Novenber, Al pha, Tango, Echo, at gov --
dot.gov, rather. D strict@l senate.gov.

M5. RUSSAW Wbnderful, thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. |Is there
anybody el se in the auditoriumwho did not
i ndicate a wi sh to speak, but nevert hel ess,
now has decided they would |like to address the
commttee?

If so, please conme forward.
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Is there anyone who has --

M5. OVERTON:. We have one froma -- from
Felicia online. 1t says, Wwen is the deadline
to submt maps?

MR. WALKER:. Felicia, what is her | ast

name?
M5. OVERTON:. Scal zetti.
MR WALKER S-CGA-L-Z-E-T-T-1.
MS. OVERTON. Z-E-T-T-1.

MR. WALKER: There's an online guestion
fromFelicia Scal zetti which is, what is the
deadline to submt maps. The hearings wap up
on Septenber 16th. And after that the record
of the hearings will the delivered to the
| egislature. The prelimnary neetings nade
with the | egislative are going on now, so |
woul d use the 16th of Septenber as a deadline
to submt through this process maps to the
commttee. O course, you can al ways neet
wi th your local |egislator and submt
sonet hi ng through the cooperation of your
| ocal legislator as well.

But wiwth regard to submtting things
through the redistricting commttee, the 16th

of Septenber is an effective deadli ne.
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Any ot her questions?

M5. OVERTON: Just one, the e-nmail
address again. WIIl you give it out again?

MR. WALKER: Yes, |'Il give it out one

nore tinme. It is district, DI-S-T-RI-CT,
at A-L-S-E-N-A-T-E dot GOV. And that wll
come straight in to the redistrict office.

Al plans that are submtted, whether
they're State Board of Education, |egislative,
or congressional, must be statew de plans as a
whole. You can't submt a plan for just a
part of the state because all of the districts
have to fit together. So if you subnmt a
pl an, please do it for the state as a whol e.

Sir at the mcrophone, do you want to
speak?

Yes. | have one questi on.

MR. WALKER: Coul d you state your nane,
pl ease.

Representative House, District 85.

MR VWALKER: |'msorry. W're having a
real hard time. That's a fuzzy mc. Maybe
you can step back a little.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: | al so have a

deep voice. But |'m Representative Dexter
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Ginsl ey, House District 85.

MR. WALKER: Representative Ginsl ey,
wel cone to the hearing, sir.

Go ahead.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: One questi on.
| have constituents calling ne. And |like you
said, they can introduce plans to the | ocal
representative. One of the questions is at
what point can they find out how many pl ans
have been introduced prior to us as a
| egi sl ature advanci ng those plans? |
under stand how we work. But | wanted to put
that on record so they would know i f they want
to know how nany di fferent plans have been
i ntroduced, how can a constituent find which
pl ans have been introduced. That's the
gquestion | had. Soneone called ne about it,
and | told them| would ask their question
t oday.

MR. WALKER: |f you nean by introduced
you nean introduced as bills for consideration
by the |l egislature, that information of course
woul d be available on ALIS which all citizens
can look at. And | don't know that any full

redirecting bills have been introduced on ALIS
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at this point. There are a nunber, of course,
of plans such as the one fromthe League of
Wnen Voters that have been given to the
commttee. | don't think we have all of the
information for that yet. It could be that we
have everything they intend to give us. And
vari ous ot her people have indicated that they
plan to send plans to the commttee as well.
Those plans will be | ooked at by |egislators
but only plans that have a |egislative sponsor
will be introduced as bills, of course, to the
conm ttee.

So every plan has to have a |l egislative
sponsor if it's going to go forward for ful
consideration by the conmttee when it neets
and -- in a formal sense and by the
| egi sl ati ve.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: That's what
['"'msaying. And |I'msure you' re probably
famliar that there are several people that
m ght al ready have prospective plans that
m ght be introduced, whether they have been
I ntroduced or not. The question is those
plans are not official unless a |egislator

I ntroduces those plans. And at what point can
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my constituents have know edge of those pl ans
i ntroduced. That's basically what they're
asking ne. | was trying to explain to themit
was not a plan until it's introduced. But |
want to nmake sure |'mcorrect that they don't
have privy to the information of any plans
unless it's introduced by a legislator; is
that correct?

MR. WALKER: That's correct. And as you
know, Representative Ginsley, any |egislator
can cone to the reapportionnent office and
work on a plan. But that plan is, by the
rules of the |egislature, held confidential,
and every information about it is confidential
until the legislator either tells the
reapportionnent office that they can nake it
public or until it's released to the
commttee. There could be people that are
wor ki ng on plans that we would not know about
because that's confidential. But the best way
to keep track of the status of plans is to
periodically | ook at ALI SON and see what bills
have been prefiled. And | guess it would be
in the queue of prefiled bills if sonebody's

got at this point a reapportionnent plan.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. Thank
you.

SPEAKER: | don't think you can prefile
when you don't even have a session.

MR. WALKER: |s there anyone el se who
woul d, either attending in the auditorium or
online, care to nake a comment or ask a
guestion?

We've got two online. Hang on.

M5. OVERTON: So there is no way for
citizens to submt maps after the final data
on Septenber 30th without help froma current
representative. The guidelines clearly state
that maps nust be submitted ten days before
I ntroduction but did not nmention this
restriction.

MR. WALKER: Well, there's -- that's --
the question was is there any way to submt
maps W t hout havi ng them sponsored by a
| egislator, | think is basically the question.
And that's just the way the | egislature
functions. Maps are really bills, and bills
have to be introduced by a |egislator.

I s there anot her question?

MS. OVERTON: Yes. Catherine Davies

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-28 Filed 09/24/24 Page 31 of 59

Page 30

asked, W need the citation for one person
devi ation for the congressional districts.
MR WALKER: | don't have that with ne.

It's generally in case law. There are
exanpl es where the suprene court has all owed
greater than essentially zero or m ni nal
deviation. | don't think those are in
circunstances that apply here. | think Jim
Bl ackshire, who may be on el ectronically, has
an argunent that they do apply here. And
that's why the plan submtted by the League of
the Wonen Voters has a deviation that's a bit
hi gher than mnimal. But that's an issue
we'll have to take up down the road.

Anyt hi ng el se?

M5. OVERTON: (I naudi bl e) Washi ngt on
asked if you could repeat the statenent about
the prefiled bills.

MR. WALKER: Ms. Washi ngton asked if |
coul d repeat the statenent about the prefiled
bills. | think what she's referring to is
that | said that you could go to ALI SON, and
that is the |egislative software systemt hat
keeps tracks of bills and things Iike that,

and see if there are prefiled bills that --
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and see what the prefiled bills are and see if
there are any redistricting bills anong them

However, after | made that statenent,
Senat or McCl endon told ne that because we're
| ooki ng at a special statenent -- session,
excuse ne, he doesn't believe that it's
possible to prefile bills at this point.

Once a special session is declared, wll
it be possible to prefile bills?

SENATOR MCCLENDON: Once a speci al
session is declared, it wll be available on
ALI SON. Right nowif you go to ALISON to | ook
for bills in the special session, you can't
even find a special session because it has not
been called. Once it has been called, there
will be alink on ALISON. And then you coul d
| ook for bills that have been filed. But a
| egi sl ator, house nenber, or senator will have
to file that bill just like they would file
any other bill or piece of |egislation.

MR. WALKER: Any ot her questions either
in the auditorium-- we do have one.

M5. OVERTON: Felicia Scal zetti added to
hers. What |'mspecifically asking is that

this process restricts citizens from bei ng
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able to draw and propose maps prior to the
final data being rel eased on Septenber 30t h.

MR. WALKER: No, really it doesn't. |
guess the question was, does this process
restrict citizens frombeing able to rel ease
maps prior to the final rel ease of
redistricting data on the 31st. The
districting data that were released by -- this
year was an unusual year. Normally we get the
redistricting data in one form It has been
to be delivered by the end of April. W
usually get it a bit earlier than that,
particularly in Alabama if the legislature is
I n session.

This year we got it in tw fornms. W
got a release on August 12 which the census
bureau called a |l egacy fornmat. What that
meant was it didn't have as many bells and
whistles. It wasn't as easy to use as what
they ultimately will produce on -- on
Sept enber 30. However -- and so that data was
| oaded into -- if you have a sophisticated
system|i ke Maptitude. |If you can go to a
regi onal planning center, they've got that.

ASU has that. It would al ready be working
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with that data. Since then the census bureau
has rel eased a significant anount of

i nformati on ahead of their Septenber 30th
deadline. A lot of that is available on the

census bureau now. And | woul d ask anyone

who's -- | nmean, if you're interested, let ne
see if | can find a -- there's in
particular -- each state now has a page that

is full of really interesting data that you
could use if you wanted to work on a plan.
["'mnot sure if | have the URL for it now.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Can |
i nterrupt one second?

MR. WALKER:  Sure.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Representative
Ginsley again. |If | don't represent ny
people, I'Il feel like |I neglected thema
hundred percent. But | have to do what |'m
el ected to do.

My question is this: In this special
session, the Governor calls a special session,
correct?

MR. WALKER: That is correct.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. And the

bills that are considered in a special session
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or subject matter is declared by the governor?

MR. WALKER: That's ny under st andi ng.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: |s that
correct?

MR. WALKER: Correct.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. So if
there's no bills existing to be considered,
can | just represent mnmy people -- excuse ne,
that's the way | am-- if there's no bills
al ready consi dered, why does the governor put
in her call at the tine for a special session?

MR. WALKER: Representative Ginley,
it's hard to understand you. But | think the
answer to your question is that the governor
calls the topic, i.e., redistricting. And
that is -- unless the legislature when it
convenes under goes some procedural steps.

That is the only thing that can be consi dered
in that special session. D d that answer your
guesti on?

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: It does but
the timng is what sonme peopl e are aski ng.
|'ve got constituents -- the timng is what
t hey want to know.

MR WALKER: O course we don't know --
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REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: The timng is
the consideration I"masking. So if the
governor calls a special session for
t onorrow - -

MR WALKER:  No.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: |'m giving an
exanpl e. Pl ease understand nmy question.

MR. WALKER: We woul d not call a speci al
sessi on tonorrow because we're in the process
of these hearings. Runor that | keep
hearing -- and it's just a runor -- is that it
will be the third week of Cctober. | can't
tell you how good that runor is, but it's one
| hear repeatedly said here in the State
House.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Well, we can
put any date on it. It doesn't matter what
the date is. |I'mtrying to answer the
constituents. They're texting ne now is what
they're doing. | know they're sendi ng us
nessages, but they're texting nme asking ne
sonme of the simlar questions. And | can't
answer themunless | ask you all. You
understand what |'msaying? |'mnot trying to

go agai nst what you're saying, but they're
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texting nme questions. And | have to answer
the questions as they text ne.

So whenever the special session is
called, what is the time limt for soneone to
i ntroduce their plan is what |'m sayi ng.

Unl ess there -- you said, Cctober or whenever.
How many days do they have to introduce a plan
after this -- after the governor calls a
speci al session? That's a text | just got,
and | just wanted to cone to the mc and ask
you. And the only reason |'mdoing that is
sonebody just texted nme to ask ne that

guesti on.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Let's --

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: You're telling
us the legislators -- so as the |egislator,
|'"ve got to give them an answer.

MR VWALKER: [|'ll do ny best to give you
an answer now. Let's say that the governor
does indeed call a special session that begins
on Monday, the 18th of Cctober. That woul d be
the third week of Cctober. Plans that are
drawn outside of the reapportionnent commttee
system nust be given to the reapportionnent

office no later than ten working days before
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they're introduced. So that neans that those
pl ans woul d have to have a | egislative sponsor
who woul d know when she or he wants to

i ntroduce the bill and --

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. Well,
stop one second, please. You said no nore
than ten days the special session is called?

MR. WALKER: Ten wor ki ng days before the
plan is introduced. And | assune that the
pl ans woul d be introduced on the 18th because
| think five days is mnimum anount of time --

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: How long is
t he special session?

MR. WALKER: | coul dn't understand what
you sai d.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: How long is a
speci al session?

MR. WALKER: The last tine a speci al
session was called for redistricting, it was
for five legislative days. | don't have any
access to CGovernor lvy, but | assune that's
what she would do this tine.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. Five
| egislative days. But it takes ten days to

I ntroduce a pl an.
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MR. WALKER: No. The plan has to be
given to the redistricting office at |east ten
wor ki ng days before it's introduced. So if |
were trying to answer that question just to be
safe, | would say to sonmeone you better have
your plan done by, say, the 4th of QOctober so
that we can get it in.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: But right now
we don't -- I'mjust standing up for ny
people. Right now we don't know when the
governor is going to call the special session.
So if I have a plan | want to introduce and it
has to be introduced ten days prior -- you
said ten days prior to the beginning of the
session, correct?

MR. WALKER: It has to be introduced ten
days before the plan will be introduced.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. So if
it has to be introduced ten days before |
i ntroduce ny plan --

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: And there's a
speci al session on Cctober 1st -- | don't know
what date. |'mjust giving you a date. The

speci al session is going to be over prior to
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nmy plan being considered. |s that possible?

MR VWALKER: Well, I'mgoing to
assune - -

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: |'m j ust
sayi ng nunbers --

MR. WALKER: |'m going to assune that
the special session will be announced for a
date reasonably far off for redistricting
activities to be conpleted. Right now
redistricting activities are just begi nning.
I'"'m going to assune that the governor wll
give the legislature a reasonabl e anount of
|l ead tinme on that.

REPRESENTATI VE GRI MSLEY: Ckay. That
was ny question. |'mtrying to answer ny
constituents. They want to nmake sure they
know far enough in advance when the speci al
session wll be announced for themto have the
plans ready. |I'mnot trying to, you know, do
anything. | just want to nmake sure | can
answer ny constituents' question. They want
to know if they're going to have tine prior to
the special session. A lot of tines we have
speci al sessions that are announced maybe

three or four days prior to us going into a
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speci al session. W want to make sure they
have enough tinme for that ten-day w ndow for
the special session to be announced and give
them an opportunity to have their bill --
first to find a sponsor, because if they don't
have a sponsor now, they have to find a
sponsor to represent it, to bring it, and al so
time for the sponsor to get prepared to do it.

You understand what |'m sayi ng?

MR. WALKER: | understand what you're
saying. And, of course, if sonebody is
t hi nki ng about bringing a bill, they should
al ready be working on recruiting a sponsor for
their bill and tal king about the sponsor for
their bill. And I'mnot at all being flippant
when | say that if you want to know when the
speci al session is going to be called, whoever
Is asking you these questions, they need to
contact the governor's office because that's
t he person who nmakes the decision. W don't
have any information on that.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRI MBLEY: Ckay. | just
wanted to make sure | can answer that question
because that's one of the -- |'ve got several

texts while |I've been here in this neeting.
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They want to nake sure they have their tine
period prior to the special session called to
have their |legislation prepared and find a
sponsor and have an opportunity. Because if
the special session is going to last five
days, it will be over prior to them being able
to find proper sponsorship and have the bil

I ntroduced and passed through legislature, if
it does. And that was the question | got.

| just wanted to run it by you all and
put that on your m nd and understand what
peopl e are asking ne because | try to
represent ny constituents as well as | can
down here. | just want to nake sure you
under stand t hat.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. Let ne give
everybody the URL that | alluded to earlier.

I think you can find lots of information
about the State of Alabama -- this is a very,
very powerful page. Slash, slash,

WWwV. census. gov, GOV, slash, library,
L-1-B-R-A-R-Y, slash, stories, SST-OR-1|-E-S,
sl ash, State-by-state, slash, Al abang,

A-L- A-B-A-M A, hyphen, popul ation, hyphen,

change, hyphen, between, hyphen, census,
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hyphen, decade, dot HTM.. And that will sort
of land you in the mddle of that page. And
you can nove around in that. And, again,
there's a ton of information on that that you
can use if you're interested in seeing what
the census data are or using that data to work
on a redistricting plan.

She's going to type this in the box.

M5. TURNER: M. Chairman, | have one
question. This is Linda Turner again.

MR. WALKER: Yes. |I'msorry. Please

speak, Ms. Turner.

M5. TURNER. | can't really hear you.
The question is these are public hearings. |Is
there a place where they will be posted for

soneone to view all the hearings as well as
any docunents that were submtted?

MR. WALKER: Yes. That's a good
question and thank you. All of the hearings
are being transcribed by a court reporter to
the extent that we can nmake out what's being
said. And those transcriptions and any
exhibits that were entered into a hearing at
each hearing will be conmpiled in a record and

publ i shed on the redistricting web site. They
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wi Il also be nmade avail abl e of course to the
| egislators. But | would | ook for them about
two weeks after the hearings close on the
16t h, possibly earlier.

M5. TURNER. Ckay. Al right. Two
weeks after they close. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Yeah, and they nay start
appearing earlier than that. | just don't
know.

M5. TURNER:. The redistricting web site
is a dot gov, right?

MR WALKER:. Go to this legislative web
site and you'll see a drop-down tab for
redistricting and follow that.

M5. TURNER: Thank you.

MR. WALKER: You're wel cone. Anybody
el se who has a question or a comment or point
of clarification in the auditoriumor online?

No? Thank you very nuch. This hearing
is closed. Have a good day.

(End of proceedings, 11:53 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
JEFFERSON COUNTY )

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng deposition was taken down by nme in
stenotype, and the questions and answers thereto
were reduced to conputer print under ny
Supervi sion, and that the foregoing represents a
true and correct transcript of the deposition
given by said wi tness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of
counsel nor of kin to the parties to the action,
nor aml in anyw se interested in the result of

sai d cause.

Li sa Bail ey, CCR #289
CCR #289, Expires 9/30/21
Comm ssi oner for the

State of Al abama at Large
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Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Discovery

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness; changes; signing. When
the testimony is fully transcribed the deposition
shall be submitted to the witness for examination
and shall be read to or by the witness, unless such
examination and reading are waived by the witness
and by the parties. Any changes in form or
substance which the witness desires to make shall
be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness, unless the parties by stipulation
waive the signing or the witness is ill or cannot
be found or refuses to sign. If the deposition is
not signed by the witness within thirty (30) days
of its submission to the witness, the officer shall
sign it and state on the record the fact of the
waiver or of the illness or absence of the witness
or the fact of the refusal to sign together with
the reason, if any, given therefor; the deposition
may then be used as fully as though signed unless

on a motion to suppress under Rule 32 (d) (4) the
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court holds that the reasons given for the refusal
to sign require rejection of the deposition in

whole or in part.

(F) Certification and filing by officer; exhibits;
coplies; notice of filing.

(1) The officer shall certify on the deposition
that the witness was duly sworn by the officer and
that the deposition is a true record of the
testimony given by the witness. Unless otherwise
ordered by the court, the officer shall then
securely seal the deposition in an envelope
indorsed with the title of the action and marked
“Deposition of [here insert name of witness]” and
shall promptly file it with the court in which the
action is pending or send it by registered or

certified mail to the clerk thereof for filing.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.




