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SENATOR MCCLENDON: Let ne first ask all of you
that have joined us virtually, | would ask that you
pl ease nute your m crophone on your device, your | aptop,
your handhel d, whatever you're using, and turn your
canmeras off. Turn your caneras off at home or work,
wherever you are. Thank you. Thank you. Very good.

Qur court reporter is still on. The court reporter stays
on so we can nake sure we're conmuni cati ng.

My nane is Jim MC endon. | am state senator
fromSt. Cair County, and |I'm Senate chair of the
Redi stricting Conmttee. This commttee is charged with
redrawi ng the lines for state board of education
districts, for Congressional districts and for both House
and Senate districts.

Over a 10-year period since the |last census, the
popul ati on shifts around and can get us away fromthe
rati o of one person, one vote that we strive for. So we
have to redraw these districts to -- Districts that are
over popul ated, we have to nmake shifts to reduce their
popul ation. Sonme districts wll be underpopul ated, and
we have to nmake changes in those lines to get their
peopl e back to get near the ideal anmpunt for that
district. Keep in mnd that House districts, Senate
di stricts and board of education districts, we have a

| ati tude of plus or mnus five percent.
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Let ne give you sone exanples in your area of
Senate districts. The ideal Senate district under the
new census data is 143,551. So one of the districts in
your area is 13, Senate 13, and that district |ost 90
people. Well, that's certainly within that plus or m nus
five percent deviation, but keep in mnd, you may have a
district with very little change in popul ation, but the
district adjacent to it can have a change in popul ati on,
and the change in that district can affect the next-door
nei ghbor. Senate 27 gai ned about 22,700 people, and
Senate 28 | ost about 6,400 people.

In your House districts in your area, House 37
| ost 3,000 people, while House 38 gai ned about 4, 300.
House 79 gai ned 14, 000 people. These are round nunbers,
14,000 people. House 80, that gained 1,600. House 81
| ost about 2,400. House 83 | ost about 2,000. So you can
see what our task is. That outlines our task pretty
wel | .

Also joining us here at the State House, a
menber of the Redistricting Commttee sitting in with us
Is Senator Steve Livingston. On ny right is the House
chai rman of redistricting, Representative Chris Pringle,
and on ny left is M. Dorman Wal ker. M. Wl ker is an
attorney, and he is enployed by the Redistricting

Comm ttee.
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Wth that being said, I'll turn this over to
Representative Pringle.

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank you, Senator.
Again, nmy nane is Chris Pringle. I'mthe state
representative fromHouse district 101 in Mbile. 1'm
t he House chairman of the Reapportionnent Committee.

Today, we will call people to speak in the order
I n which they signed up. Each speaker is limted to
three mnutes. Wen called, please cone to the
m cr ophone and very slowy and clearly state your nane,
the community you represent and the district or districts
you want to speak about. |If you decide you want to speak
but did not sign up, we'll ask at the end if anybody el se
would like to speak. If you are participating renotely,
send in your question or comments and we'll read those
into the record for you.

The hearing is being transcribed by a court
reporter working renotely. |If you have sonething you
woul d i ke introduced into the record as an exhibit,
bring it to the m crophone when you speak and |l et the
hearing officer know They'll get it to us, and we'l]l
have it put into the permanent record of this commttee.

Today's hearing is designed to deal with the
redistricting only, and we're not here to di scuss any

| ssue outside of that that m ght be facing the
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| egi sl ature.
Again, |'d like to wel cone you and thank you for
comng, and with that, I'mgoing to turn it over to

Dor man Wl ker.

MR. WALKER: Hello, and wel conme. And before we
start to take testinony, I'd |ike to explain sone basic
t hings that may make it hel pful to understand the
process. One of these is ideal population, which has
been nmentioned. That's sinply the state's new total
popul ati on of roughly five mllion divided by the nunber
of districts. So the ideal popul ation which Senat or
McCl endon gave you, for exanple, a Senate district, is
sinply five mllion divided by 35 Senate districts or
di vided by 105 House districts, and, of course, as he
expl ai ned, sone variation is allowed. Sone deviation
fromthat ideal nunber is allowed in populating those
districts to give the legislature sonme roomto acconplish
other tasks like trying to keep counties or
muni ci palities whole or recognizing -- or trying to keep
communi ti es of interest whole.

There are tinmes when those interests,
principally in trying to keep a county or nunicipality or
precinct or community of interest whole, butts up agai nst
the need for popul ation equality, and when that happens,

sonething has to go, and that's usually the forner, and
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t hat expl ai ns why sone counties and sone nunicipalities
get split because they're in the mddl e of an area where
they are often surrounded by rural districts that are
| osi ng popul ation, and if you've got in the m ddl e of
that an area that's gaining popul ation, then the solution
when you're repopulating the rural districts is to cone
take sone of that urban area, typically fromthe area
that's gaining population, and that's why things tend to
get split up.

These hearings will continue through the 16th.

Al'l the hearings are being transcri bed by a court

reporter. They'll start show ng up shortly on the
reapporti onment website. |If you're interested in seeing
them google Al abama | egislature, and there will be a tab

for redistricting. Go to that, and you'll be able to
wor k your way to the transcripts of all the hearings. |
i magine they'll all be up within the next two weeks, and
you can read the hearings, and you can see any exhibits
that were attached to the hearings, and in sone places
t here have been.

Concurrent with this, the state board of
educati on nmenbers, nenbers of the Congressional staffs,
| egislators in the House and Senate are neeting wth our
map drawer to determ ne how they want their district to

change. If their district is due to gain population,
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they're tal ki ng about what areas of their adjoining
district they would like to have becone part of their
district, and the sanme for if their district is due to

| ose popul ation, what do they want to | ose, what do they
not want to | ose, what would they m nd | osing, what would
they not mnd. O course, all those interests between
the legislators and the districts have to be
accommpdated, so it takes a while to work that out.

But, ultimately, there will be a call for a
speci al session. W don't know when that's going to
happen, perhaps in the second half of October, for the
pur pose of passing new redistricting plans, and at that
point, the plans will start to be available to review as
| egi sl ators who -- There will be a Reapporti onnent
Commttee plan that will be introduced for each one of
the four, the Congress, the House, the Senate, state
board of education. Various |legislators may al so
I ntroduce other conpeting plans. For exanple, Senator
Singleton has stated that he will introduce a
Congr essi onal whol e-county plan that was devel oped and
sponsored by the League of Wnen Voters. So if you're
interested in seeing other plans, when the speci al
session i s announced, you may want to go again to the
| egi sl ative website, and you can go to either the House

or the Senate and click on prefiled bills, and you'll be
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able to pull up those pl ans.

I would like to also go over sone of the rules
t hat govern how districts are drawn. The | egislature
can't draw districts just any way it wants. It has to
conmply with federal and state constitutional statutory
rules, as well as its own race-neutral guidelines for
districts. First and forenpst, overarching everything
are the needs to have equality of popul ation or one
person, one vote -- those terns are interchangeable -- as
well as to ensure that the plans are not discrimnatory
and don't violate the equal protection clause or section
two of the Voting Rights Act as well as other |egal
requirenents.

In addition, no district will be drawn in a
manner that subordi nates race-neutral districting
criteria to considerations of race, color or nenbership
in a mnority |anguage group -- and I'll explain those
race-neutral districting criteria in a second -- except
that race, color or nenbership in a | anguage mnority
group nmay be considered and may predom nate over race-
neutral districting criteria to conply with section two
of the Voting Rights Act, provided the state has a strong
basis in evidence for doing that. A strong basis in
evi dence exists when there is good reason to believe that

race nmust be used in order to satisfy section two of the
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Voting Rights Act.

When it draws districts, the |egislature has
sone race-neutral districting criteria, and anong these
are that districts should be reasonably conpact, which is
arelative term (Qbviously, a House district is going to
be smaller than a Senate district, and both of those wll
be small er than a Congressional district. Al districts
shoul d be drawn to reflect the denocratic will of the
peopl e, which is one reason for the hearings, so that the
| egi sl ature can receive testinony about how districts
shoul d be redrawn.

The House has to -- | nean, the |egislature has
to pass 35 Senate districts and 105 House districts even
t hough the constitution would allow 106 districts. Al
districts are single-nenber districts, neaning only one
person is elected fromeach district. Sone areas of the
country, you have nulti-nmenber districts where nultiple
people are elected froma single district. W don't have
that in Al abana.

When the legislature draws districts, contests
bet ween i ncunbents are to be avoided, and the |egislature
seeks to preserve the cores of existing districts. In
addition, contiguity anong districts is required, which
means that all points of a boundary of a district nust

touch either the state boundaries or the boundari es of
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adjoining districts. Contiguity across a |ake or a river
or Mobile Bay, for exanple, is allowed.

Districts nmust respect communities of interest,
nei ghbor hoods and political subdivisions to the extent
practicable. A conmmunity of interest is defined as an
area with recognized simlarities of interest, including,
but not limted to, ethnic, racial, economc, tribal,
soci al, geographic and historical identities. The term
"community of interest” may, in certain circunstances,

I ncl ude political subdivisions such counties, voting
precincts, nmunicipalities, tribal |lands and reservations,
and school districts.

The di scernnent, wei ghi ng and bal anci ng of the
very factors that contribute to communities of interest
Is an intensely political process best carried out by the
el ected representatives of the people.

In establishing legislative districts, the
Reapportionment Conmttee and the | egislature give due
consideration to these criteria. However, priority is
given to the conpelling state interest requiring equality
of popul ation anong districts in conpliance with the
Voting Rights Act and the equal protection clause should
the requirenents of these criteria conflict wwth any
other criteria.

In addition, the race-neutral criteria that |
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mentioned are not listed in order of precedence, and in
each instance where they conflict, the legislature at its
di scretion determ nes which ones take priority. |'m
going to open the hearing for testinony now, and I']l
call people in the order that they signed up, and the
first person is Ms. Laura N. HIl.
Ms. Hill, if you'll come up and take the podi um
Ms. HIl, I"'msorry. Check and see if the

m crophone is on. Hello? Can you hear nme?

M5. HILL: | can hear you. Can you hear ne?

MR. WALKER: | can hear you now. Wl cone,
Ms. Hill.

M5. HILL: Thank you very nuch. M nane is
Laura Hill, and | reside in (inaudible). | ama

constituent in the current third Congressional district.

"' mhere today to ask the Reapportionnent
Commttee to devel op Congressional boundary |ines
(i naudi bl e) of enconpassi ng whol e counties foll ow ng
traditional --

MR VWALKER: |'msorry, Ms. Hill. Hang on.
Madam court reporter, can you hear?

THE COURT REPORTER: | can barely hear. So if
she could start over, please.

MR. WALKER: Let's try again, Ms. Hll.

M5. HILL: As you know, | am Laura H Il and I

Veritext Legal Solutions

877-373-3660 800.808.4958




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N N N N N N P B P PR R R R
a A W N P O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 2:21-cv-01531-AMM Document 190-40 Filed 09/24/24 Page 13 of 43

Page 13

reside in Qpelika where | ama constituent in the third
Congressional district.

I am asking the Reapportionnment Committee to
devel op Congressional boundary lines on the traditiona
met hod of enconpassi ng whol e counties foll ow ng
traditional county lines. Following traditional county
lines is a fair nmethod for establishing districts than
the nmethod used to create the current districts. Using
county lines hel ps keep communities and nunicipalities
I ntact and hel ps coal esce the interests of residents. It
ensures our political decisions reflect the interest of
citizens and the diversity of comunities of interest.

' m speaki ng to encourage the use of the
whol e- county Congressi onal map concept.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, Ms. HII.

The next person is Representative Debbie Wod.
Good norning, Representative Wod -- afternoon, rather.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOD: Hello. Hell o, Chairnen.
Thank you so nuch for your work, and | just want to say
out |oud that you take on an enornous task, and you're
getting paid lots of zero dollars for doing that. So |
appreciate so nuch what you're doing.

So | have a nunber of questions. [I'min ny

first termas a representative, and since we are about to

Veritext Legal Solutions
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reapportion and draw the new lines, |'ve had many
constituents call nme and ask nme questions that | cannot
answer. So |I'mgoing to pose these questions to our
chai rmen, and hopefully they can help us further. And
t hank you, M. Attorney, for being here as well.

In 1983, there was a special election for
district 38. At that tinme (audio lost) 1In 1983, there
was a special election, and there was a gentl enen who ran
as an independent, Derrick Fuller (phonetic), and he won
the vote. And all of Chanbers County was district 38,
all of it. It was still all district 38 in 1990. But if
you | ook now at the map, only one-fourth of the entire
county --

(Audi o interference.)

SENATOR MCCLENDON: We ask all of you that are
attending virtually to nmute your m crophones. Mite your
m cr ophone.

THE COURT REPORTER This is the court reporter.
| cannot hear anything fromthe auditorium now.

M5. HILL: So if you look at the map -- | don't
know -- Can you see ny visual aid? | don't know if y'al
can see that or not, but, anyway, if you | ook at your
map, |look at district 38, now only one-fourth of Chanbers
County even sits in the district. So from 1990 to where

we are today, the county has been fractured froma whol e
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down to only not even a fourth. So those are answers
that | don't have for our constituents. And | heard the
attorney read everything about keeping communities

t oget her and keepi ng people within their districts or
within their counties and those that | ook-alike. Well,
that definitely has not happened to district 38, and |
don't have the answers for ny people. They conme and ask
me their questions.

Now, let nme say |'mvery honored to serve
di strict 38 wherever those lines are, but there is
somet hing going on for that district to have changed the
way it has changed from 1990 to today. And those are
guestions that we need to answer. W need to have the
answers for our constituents, and | don't have those
answers, gentlenen. And | want to be able to face ny
people and tell themthe truth. | don't have any answers
for it. There was other |eadership at the House
representing the people when this happened. | wasn't
there. Maybe we weren't all paying attention, but we are
NOW.

So | wish you would ook into this, and | w sh
you woul d have sone answers for me so we can figure out
what's happened. W're a growing county. | think
there's five, six rural counties that grew, but, yet, we

continue to lose nunbers in this county.
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So thank you so nuch for your tinme. | know that
you have an enornous task, and | appreciate once again
what you're doing, but | need your help because |I need
answers.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Representative, |let ne suggest that
there are two answers or two factors that nmay be an
answer to the question you asked.

(Audi o interference)

MR VWALKER: One is in the last -- the
| egislature allowed itself a one percent deviation above
and bel ow the ideal population, total of two percent
deviation. That was done because of what was perceived
by Al abama and by nany states to be guidance fromthe
Suprene Court that it was going to narrow the all owabl e
deviation fromwhat it had previously considered a safe
har bor of plus or mnus five percent. That |ack of
flexibility to deviate fromthe ideal population caused a
| ot of split (inaudible)

SENATOR MCCLENDON:  Soneone is coming in. Turn
your mc off. As long as your mc is on, we're getting
an echo. It's very distracting. Very good. Thank you.

Proceed, M. Wal ker.

MR. WALKER: But, also, and probably the major

reason for that change is the huge population increase in
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Lee County. | don't know the figure of growh fromthe
'90s to 2000, but | can tell you from 2010 to 2020, the
popul ati on i ncreased by 33 to 34,000, increased by al nost
25 percent. It was one of three or four population

I ncreases nmade (inaudi bl e) ahead of Madi son.

When popul ation increase |ike that (inaudible)
needed, and that causes districts at the low end, if you
will --

(Audi o interference.)

MR. WALKER: -- Chanbers County, also increased
i n popul ati on has been cut up. So |I'mnot sure that's a
t horough answer, but | think those are matters that
contributed to what you're tal ki ng about.

Representative Whod, if you're tal king, we can't
hear you. |I'msorry. |I'msorry. W don't usually have
t hese problens. There's a problemw th the m crophone at
your end.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOD: (Okay. Yes, sir.

MR. WALKER: Oh, we've got you now.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOD: Thank you so much for your
expl anation. You said when | was listening to your
openi ng comments that constitutionally we can have 106
menbers. This area is going to continue to grow.

There's so much here. There's universities, colleges,

housi ng, recreation, all kinds of new devel opnent.
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Everywhere you | ook, there is growh right here. It's
going to continue to grow. W need to |ook at adding
anot her nenber.

Basically, what you just told district 38 is,
guess what, you're not val uable, Chanbers County, because
you're not growi ng as much as Lee County. So we're going
to pull your people that live in your rural county to
another county that's growng. That's not fair. That
was basically your answer. Your answer is another county
IS grow ng, SO we're going to nove you away from your
people. That is not a good answer.

Now, it may be an answer that you're supposed to
give, but let ne just say that is extrenely unfair to our
small rural counties. | live in a county that | don't
even have the county seat. A representative above ne had
his own county, his county seat and m ne. How can we
honestly tell our constituents that we are here to
represent them when we are pulling people fromtheir area
because of what you said, growth. | understand it, but |
can honestly say that maybe we need to | ook at anot her
person for Lee County because they are going to continue
to grow. They have so nmuch to offer

MR. WALKER: Yes, ma'am Thank you,
Representati ve Wod.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOD:  Thank you for your tine,
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yes, sir.
MR. WALKER: The next person is -- It | ooks
like -- I"'msorry. | can't nmake out this |ast nane.

M5. BAHARANYI: M name is Bernice Baharanyi.

MR. WALKER: For the court reporter, could you
spell your |ast nanme, please?

M5. BAHARANYl: B-A-H A RA NY-I.

MR. WALKER: Thank you.

M5. BAHARANYl: |'m here and speaki ng on behal f
of nyself and the other African-Anericans who feel
unrepresented by the 2011 Congressional map. | don't
think that -- You tal ked about nmaki ng sure one person,
one vote, but sonme of these maps, to ne, does not
represent that. And | was here 10 years ago when you had
a simlar public hearing, and nothing that we represented
or what we said at that tinme seenmed to have been taken
I nto consideration. So | want to read a persona
st at enent .

I was born and raised here in Al abama. | have
lived through the Jim Crowe reign of terror. |[|'ve |ived
through the Cvil Rights novenent, |ynching, voter
suppression and nmuch nore. | have cel ebrated the voting
rights bill, and |I've rejoiced at the election of the
first person of color elected as president of the United

St at es.
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But | can see that in all of these hard-fought
efforts, the advancenent of ny people is still always,
al ways been threatened by white male politicians who sit,
draw | i nes and exclude us out fromthe |ines and include
us in others that we shouldn't be in in order to dilute
our vote and di senfranchi se us. But the nost inportant
part is it limts our own representation when it cones to
Congressional lines. You set it up so we can only have
so many African-Anericans or people of color representing
us.

| totally agree with the person who said that we
need to be | ooking at the natural |ines, the county
lines, in order to go back to that because that was the
way Al abama was doing -- was draw ng those Congressional
lines. But after the Suprene Court rul ed agai nst sonme of
t he gerrymandering, then people got together and started
to figure out another way to keep white politicians in
power, and that's what | see.

So what | hope would happen with this is that
you consider this alternative map, which is the county --

t he whol e-county map. That woul d gi ve everyone equa

opportunity there. It would nake those nunbers cone out
nore even, is ny understanding fromwhat | | ooked at, the
whol e county map -- the whol e-county district |ines.

So, in ny opinion, the map that we currently
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have is gerrymandered. That's ny opinion. | hope to
avoid that for the newone, and I'll ask a question |ike

this: Were is the representation on our end? Were are
t he people who | ook |ike ne on the conmttee and speaki ng
to make sure that everything is fair? That's ny question
to you.

My request and ny denmand is that you, when you
run the new lines, you consider all of Al abama and give
us all an opportunity to vote, to be represented, have
our votes nmean sonething. | know that right now the
politicians, there's a super majority of both the House
and the Senate in Al abama, which neans that you feel |ike
you can just do whatever you want, but ny thing is that
we're not going to sit by and | et what's happened in the
| ast 10 years happen again in the next 10 years. |'m

getting too old for that.

Thank you.
MR. WALKER: Thank you. |'mnot sure if |
under st ood your question. | think it was where up here

or --

M5. BAHARANYI: On your panel.

MR. WALKER: On the panel. The Reapporti onnent
Comm ttee has 22 nenbers appointed equally fromthe House
and fromthe Senate, and there are black and white people

on the Reapportionnment Conmittee. The two co-chairs are
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both white. Usually, Senator Singleton is in here with
us as well. Senator Figures was with us 10 years ago.
| think he's detained in a neeting or sonething |ike that
ri ght now.

M5. BAHARANYI: Ckay. | would |love to see those
senat ors.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Thank you, ma'am for your
conment s.

The next person to speak is Valerie (inaudible)

M5. VALERIE: Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m here
on behal f of O Neal Shaw, the chairman of the Chanbers
County Republican Party, and | have a letter I'd like to
i ntroduce to the court reporter, so |l wll give it to the
proper people before | |eave, and |I'l| paraphrase very
qui ckly.

Chanbers County is fortunate to have one of our
citizens serve as the representative for district 38.
Representati ve Wod understands our community, and she
works tirelessly to assist in addressing our needs.
Unfortunately, in the past few years of redistricting,
the |lines have been redrawn to include | ess and | ess of
Chanbers County within 38, while assigning nore of our
county to district 37 and predom nantly ranped up the
county district.

Now, by design and intent, representatives in
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the legislature are representatives of their constituency
and that representation is best served by sonmeone who

| ives and works anong the people that they represent. As
you begi n your arduous task of redistricting, | would
urge you to take an objective | ook at 37-10-13
(phonetic). The people of Chanbers County deserve to
have a strong voice in Mntgonery, and the only way that
IS possible is to have representation that understands us
and fights for the specific needs of our people. Mving
ahead, the only way to ensure Chanbers County is
appropriately represented in the Al abama House is to
bring back nore of Chanbers County into district 38.

Again, |I'mjust going to paraphrase. |'Il
submt this letter. | appreciate your consideration and
am avai |l abl e shoul d you desire to discuss this or other
matters, O Neal Shaw, Chairman of the Chanbers County
Republican Party.

Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, nma'am

The next person is (inaudible).

SPEAKER:  Thank you very nuch for the tine to
come before the coomittee today. | don't envy the job
you' ve got that's in front of you. This is very
passi onate for everyone involved and thank you for doing

this.
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I|'"'ma representative of Chanbers County. |'m
the president of the Chanmbers County Republican Party
Board of Directors, and | want to say to you about
district 38 -- I"'mnot going to repeat a |l ot of the
t hi ngs you al ready heard about district 38 and Chanbers
County. W are one of your rural counties that has been
successful and did show growth. That doesn't happen
w thout the state's efforts to help the rural counties
over the | ast several years. W appreciate that, and
hopeful ly, we've been good stewards with what you' ve done
with us, and we have shown grow h.

The one thing | want to add to what's been said
here today about our districts, you nentioned a community
of interest. |If you |ook in the southeast corner of
Chanbers County, you have three cities, Valley, Lanett
and Lafayette. Those three cities are within 15 mles of
each other. The issues that we face are all the sane
| ssues. The strengths, the weaknesses, everything we
have is right there in that corner of Chanbers County.
Now, we've got a large rural area outside of those three
subur ban areas, but when you're | ooking at Chanbers
County and | ooking at district 38, those three
muni ci palities are split between 37 and 38. W need a
representative that's close. W need a representative

for our county that is located here in our county that
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can represent those three comunities as well as the rest
of the county.

When you speak of a conmmunity of interest, |
serve on several boards. W have people from Lanett,
Lafayette and Valley that all serve together. W need
representatives that match that. W need representation
that matches that. Those three towns and the areas
around them have seen growth. W're going to continue to
grow. W have subdivisions that are going in. W' ve got
I ndustries that are conmng into the area. W're right on
the Georgia line. W're conpeting with CGeorgia, and
we're winning, which is a tough thing to do with those
fol ks over there, but that area is continuing to grow.
W're going to continue to grow, and we need
representation fromthat area to represent the people in
our area, in our county. And |I'd appreciate your
consi dering including sone of county back together in
di strict 38.

Thank you for your tinme.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch.

Next is (inaudible)

SPEAKER: Thank you, M. Chairman. 1'lI| be
brief. Wat |I'mhere to speak about has already been
said. |I'mfrom Chanbers County and want to di scuss

district 38 specifically in regard to the city of

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Lafayette in Chanbers County. As Representative Wod
menti oned, Lafayette is the county seat of Chanbers
County, and it has been since the '90s. The entirety of
the city of Lafayette has had a representative from
Chanbers County. Qur three cities in Chanbers County are
very simlar and work together. To have split
representation would be detrinmental specifically to the
city of Lafayette when we've seen significant growh in
areas of district 38; whereas, district 37, which
enconpasses all of Lafayette now, has seen significant
decline and | ack of representation.

So | woul d request that you consider noving the
lines to incorporate the city -- the entirety of the city
of Lafayette into district 38 to have | oca
representation.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, sir. For all the people
I n the auditoriumwho have signed up, | want to see if
anybody el se wants to speak and see if anybody
participating virtually wants to speak.

Anyone wanting to speak renotely?

M5. TAYLOR Lloyd Bryant. "ls this entire
nmeeti ng about Chanbers County only?"

MR. WALKER: No, it's not about Chanbers County
only. |If you have anything to say, you're welcone to

submt coments. It's about redistricting, though.
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M5. TAYLOR Emly Jointer.

M5. JONER. Hey. This is Emly Joiner. Can
you hear ne? Can you hear ne? Hello? | just have a
guestion. | wanted to know whet her outside non-partisan
comm ssions are being consulted for this redistricting
process in order to ensure fair maps.

MR. WALKER: The Al abama constitution requires
the legislature to conduct redistricting, and that's the
process we have now. Oher people or interest groups nay
consult outside groups. For exanple, the League of Wnen
Vot ers has proposed a map. But in Al abama, we don't have
a redistricting comm ssion, as sone mnority states do.

M5. JONER Have you considered the League of
VWnen Voters' proposal? Wat did you think about that
map?

MR. WALKER: Wuld you m nd asking that question
again? | couldn't nmake it out.

M5. JONER Sorry. Yes. | amaware that the
League of Wonen Voters submtted a proposed map, and |
was just wondering if that map had been considered or if
anyone on the panel has thoughts as to that map.

I'"'msorry. Ws that hard to hear again? |
apol ogi ze.

MR. WALKER: No. Could you hear ny response?

Can you hear nme now?
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M5. JO NER  Yes.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. | can't tell you who has
consi dered the plan proposed by the League of Wnen
Vot ers other than Senator Bobby Singleton who has said
that he will sponsor the plan. | think there was soneone
el se who said he wanted to sponsor it, but | don't recal
who that was. Senator Smtherman al so said that he woul d
sponsor the plan. So, obviously, it wll be considered.
It wll be introduced and consi dered by the |egislature.

Anyone el se?

M5. OVERTON. Bill English at the coll ege woul d
li ke to speak.

MR. WALKER: Ckay. Bill English, welcone.

MR. ENGLI SH: Thank you very nmuch and t hank you
for holding these hearings. |I'mBill English. I'min ny
21st year as (inaudible), and |I al so serve as chairnman of
the Lee County Conm ssi on.

| appreciate the difficult job you have and that
we have. This will be ny fourth cycle of redistricting
in Lee County. |'m speaking of this county. W have two
Senate districts and five House districts, but ny concern
(i naudi bl e) goes beyond the borders of any one county
that could very well benefit other counties. | very nuch
understand that your primary mssion is the equal

popul ation of the districts of the legislature, the
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Congress and the state boards. | get that. M prinary
m ssion is the population of the districts and the county
comm ssions. The cities have the sane job. The probl em
I's, we each focus on our own and draw our own districts,
there's very little, if any, coordination, and the voters
pay the price for that |ack of coordination. W have
confusing districts. W have voters who don't know what
district they live in, and | believe that contributes to
some of the voter apathy.

Wul d you pl ease consider letting the
| egislators talk to the county governnents in their
districts? County election officials can help them
mnimze the division of cities, the division of poling
pl aces. W have precincts that have as many as 10 to 12
different ballots in one precinct because of the
hodgepodge of all the district lines. Counties have the
ability to help adjust. W can hel p adjust precinct
lines to coincide with district lines if we can do this
in a collaborative effort. But, if not and we sinply
leave it like it is, the voters suffer, and we tell them
to blame it on the legislature. W want to help you fix
this. [|'ve nade this same suggestion to both the cities
here in Lee County. The cities and counties can draw
their lines. W can keep voters having to go two

different places for one election. kay, this one, | go
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over there. That one, | go over here. Let's try to help
the voters and increase the turnout.

Once again, | don't envy your task but | have it

here as well. W appreciate you giving us this
opportunity. Thank you.

And, M. Wl ker, for your information, the 1990
to 2000 census growh in Lee County was 32.1 percent.

MR. WALKER: Pretty significant. Thank you.

Is there anyone else in the auditoriumwho
W shes to speak? Last call. Anyone else attending
virtually? Ch, cone on up.

MR. TIDWELL: Thank you. M nanme is Warren
Tidwell. | am--

MR. WALKER. Did you say Warren Tidwel | ?

MR, TIDWELL: Warren Tidwell, yes, sir. |'ma
representative of Auburn and constituent of House
district 79, Senate district 27 and school board district
t wo.

My nei ghborhood is split between 79 and 82 in
t he House districts. Only two streets away, ny father-
in-lawis in an entirely different district in the sane
nei ghborhood. | used to not think too nmuch about that,
but as M. English nentioned, this hodgepodge has it
where a lot of us live in one district, go to church, buy

groceries across nultiple districts. | understand that
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with growth, there will be problens with the maps and
changes to cone, but the maps in our area cut out sone
nei ghbor hood (i naudi bl e) because the nearest popul ation
center they apply to is a county away. This is true
especially of northwest Auburn in both Senate and House.

As for the school board, our region has the nost
geographically separated systens in the state. It runs
from northeast of Anniston through Auburn all the way to
the state line. | would propose that there are distinct
di fferences between these regions, and it would serve us
better to have a nore conpact map when it cones to that.

As to ny nei ghborhood being split in two
districts, in doing disaster recovery, | have encountered
i n the past nei ghborhoods that have been struck and have
two separate representatives. The people who |ive there
support each other, and they have two different
recoveri es because one representative may be nore
responsive than others. They're unable to have a uniform
voice in the recovery or a unified front fromthe
nei ghborhood in their representation.

Il will be submtting a witten statenent as
wel |, and | thank you for your tine.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, M. Tidwell.

Is there anyone else in the auditoriumwho

w shes to speak?
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Is there anyone else who is attending virtually
who wi shes to speak?

Al right. No one wishes to speak. This is the
end of the hearing. Thank you very nmuch for attending in
person and virtually. That's very inportant to the
process, and your testinony is being recorded. Thank
you. Have a good day.

(Exhibits 1 through 4 were marked.)

*kk k%
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
COUNTY OF MOBILE )

| hereby certify that the above and foregoing
deposition was taken down by ne in stenotype and
transcri bed by neans of conputer-aided transcription, and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of
the testinony given by said wtness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of counse
nor of kin to any of the parties, nor aml in anyw se
interested in the result of said cause.

| further certify that | amduly |licensed by the
Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a Certified Court
Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR nunber follow ng ny

nane found bel ow.

KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR, ACCR302
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