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SENATOR MCCLENDON: Let ne ask everybody that
came in online virtually today to please nmute your
m cr ophones on your devices, |aptops, cell phone,
what ever you're using. Mite your m crophone and turn
your caneras off, please. That will help us. Wen those
mcs are on, we get an echo.

My nane is Jim MO endon. |'ma state senator.
My honme is in St. Cair County, and | amthe Senate chair
of redistricting. To ny right is state Representative
Chris Pringle who is now joining. He is the House chair
of redistricting. And on ny left is M. Dorman Wl ker,
an attorney that is enployed by the Redistricting
Commttee. Also with us today is state Senator Bobby
Singl eton, who is also a nenber of the commttee.

Anybody coming in late, I'll remnd you to
pl ease turn off your mc, please turn off your canera and
we'll -- thank you -- and we'll get to you | ater.

Every 10 years, new census data is taken, and
there's two parts to this nunber. Nunber one is not only
t he nunbers of people that we have but where they are,
where they' re | ocated. And what happens over a 10-year
period, folks mgrate, and there's a pattern here in
Al abama and across the nation. Qur population tends to
| eave rural areas and nove in a direction and closer to

urban areas. So we have target nunbers or ideal nunbers
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of how many representatives, for exanple, should be in a
district. So we have to redraw the districts to catch up
with the population so we get back to our ideal nunbers.

Now, this commttee will be drawi ng, we haven't
yet, but will be draw ng Congressi onal maps, Senate maps
and the Al abama House of Representatives maps and state
board of education maps. So our purpose is to get input
fromaround the state, hear what you have to say, any
suggesti ons you can nake, ideas you can give us. You'll
give those. W have a court reporter that will be taking
down everything, and it will go in the record and be
revi ewed by nmenbers of the commttee.

"Il give you an idea of Senate district sizes

based on the new data, the new 2020 census data that we
received. |In your area, Senate district 23 |ost 24,000
peopl e. The popul ati on has gone down. Now, the target
and ideal district size for a Senate district is 143,551,
and we do have latitude of plus or mnus five percent.
So we can see that Senate 23 has dropped substantially in
popul ati on, and we're going to have to adjust the size of
that district to capture the necessary people to bring it
up to respect the concept of one person, one vote.

Senate 25 in your area is up by 6,200. These
are round nunbers, about 6,200. And 31 is down by about

2,700. Your house districts in your area, House 69, |ost
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about 4,500 people. House 90 lost 5,600, and 92 | ost
3,200. Again, those are round nunbers. So, as you can
see, these districts have had changes in popul ation.

Now, one of the interesting things that can happen is a
district can | ose or gain popul ation, and the adjacent
district will be affected even if their popul ation has
stayed about the sane because you've got to go sonewhere.

So with that being said, I'mgoing to turn this
over to Representative Pringle. Sir, if you'll take
over.

REPRESENTATI VE PRI NGLE: Thank you, Senator.
Again, nmy nane is Chris Pringle. I'mthe state
representative from House district 101, and |'mthe House
chai rman of the Reapportionnent Conm ttee.

Today, you will be called on to speak in the
order in which you signed up. Speakers are |[imted to
three m nutes each. Wen called, please cone to the
m crophone, state your nane clearly and as slowy as
possi ble and state the community you represent and the
district or districts you wish to speak about. [If you
deci de you want to speak but did not sign up, we'll ask
at the end of this hearing if anyone who hasn't spoken
would like to. |If you are participating renotely, send
us your questions or comments, and we'll read theminto

t he record.
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The hearing is being transcribed by a court
reporter working renotely. |If you have anything you'd
like to introduce into the record as an exhibit, bring it
to the m crophone when you speak and | et the hearing
officer have it. W wll then take it, put it into the
per manent record of the conmmttee.

Today's hearing is to deal with redistricting.
We're not here to discuss any other matters that m ght be
pendi ng before the |egislature, so please keep your
comments gernane to the issue of redistrict.

Wth that, I1'd like to turn it over to Dornan
Wal ker .

MR. WALKER: Hello. Wl cone to the hearing, and
thank you in particular to Lurleen B. Wallace Conmunity
Coll ege of Geenville for hosting the hearing. Thank you
to those of you in the auditoriumwho have cone to the

heari ng and those of you who are attending virtually.

Before | take testinony -- Before we take
testinmony, |1'd like to go over sone expl anati ons about
the redistricting process that may be hel pful. One of

those is the idea of ideal population. Redistricting, as
Senator McCd endon indicated, is all about equali zing
popul ati ons, and we have sone play wwth that in terns of
the nunbers that can be put into a district.

The state board of education and |egislative
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districts don't have to be exactly equal, but it all is
driven by what's called the ideal population, and that is
sinply the new popul ation of the state, which |'m goi ng
to round off to five mllion, divided by the nunber of
districts we have. So if you want to get the idea

popul ati on of the Senate districts, you divide five
mllion by 35, and you'll get 143,551. You won't
actual |y because | rounded off the state popul ati on, but
that's the ideal population, and that's howit's
calculated. And you can do the sanme thing with eight
districts for the state board of education, 105 for the
House. So that drives everything about redistricting.

A consequence of that is that a | ot of people
who have spoken throughout the hearings have tal ked about
their counties being split or their cities being split,
and a nunber of you may wish to tal k about that, too, and
I f you do, good. That's valuable testinony for the
commttee to hear, but I want to explain because it m ght
be hel pful to understand that the requirenent for
popul ati on equality can bunp up agai nst the requirenent
to protect communities of interest. An exanple would be
what happens, | think, really, every 10 years to the
cities of Tuscal oosa and Auburn, which is that they are
popul ation centers in the mdst of fairly sparsely

popul ated areas, indeed, particularly in the case of
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Tuscal oosa, in the counties to the west and south --
well, to the north of Tuscal oosa, they are all |o0sing
popul ation. And districts in those counties have to be
repopul ated back up to the ideal population or within
five percent of the ideal population, and the only place
to get that additional population -- Well, there's two
ways to get it. One is you can expand into our rura
counties, in which case, you wi nd up having an enornous
district, and that violates the guideline that districts
shoul d be as conpact as possible, or you can go into a
muni ci pality |ike Tuscal oosa or Mntgonery or Auburn and
divide it anong several other districts. It's not
because of maliciousness, necessarily, that
muni ci palities and counties for the sane reason get
divided. Sonetines that happens because it's necessary
i n order to achieve equal population, which, along with
non-di scrimnation, takes priority over everything.
These hearings will conclude on the 16th, and
they are being transcribed by a court reporter. | expect
that fairly soon, the transcriptions of these hearings
will start to appear on the Redistricting Commttee
website. To get to that website, you Google Al abama
| egi sl ature. One of the drop-down tabs is redistricting.
If you go there, you'll be able to find the transcripts

of all the hearings, and you can read those, if you want
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to, and see what attachnents they have to them

At the same tinme, various senators and House
menbers and state board of education nenbers and
Congressional nenbers or their staff are starting to neet
with the map drawer and have prelimnary tal ks about how
the districts should change. |If it's a district that has
| ost popul ati on, where should it take popul ation fronf
If it's an adjoining district that needs to | ose
popul ati on, what popul ati on should be taken from t hat
district? What do the incunbents prefer? What nakes
sense in ternms of communities of interest, that sort of
thing? So it can be a fairly conpl ex process that takes
sonme tinme to get through.

Utimately, all of that information will be
distilled into a bill that will be introduced by the
comm ttee when we have -- when the governor calls a
speci al session for redistricting. This has to be done
I n a special session because we have el ections in 2022,
and we've already had the regular session for 2021
Nobody knows exactly when the governor will call the
speci al session for redistricting. It nmay be in the
| atter part of QOctober.

Assum ng that's the case, sonetine before the
session starts, | imagine that a bill proposed by the

commttee with new districts will be prefiled, and other
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| egi slators may al so want to draw bills or submt
different legislative plans. So there will probably be
for -- at least for the state board of education -- well,
for all four plans, there are going to be alternative

pl ans submtted, | think, not just one, and the

i ndi vi dual |egislators who sponsor those plans control
when those plans are made public. They can make them
public at the tinme that they introduce themor prefile
them or they can make them public before then, but
that's not controlled by the commttee.

Nevert hel ess, once the special session is
called, there will be commttee hearings at which the
various plans will be | ooked at and di scussed, and those
heari ngs are open to the public, and the |egislative
special session wll be |live streaned so that you can, if
you continue to have an interest in this matter,
participate in that way.

Now, also, | think before | draw the -- before
we take testinony, |I'd |like to give you sone information
about how districts are drawn. The |l egislature can't
just draw districts in just any manner that it w shes.
It's bound by federal and state constitutional and
statutory requirenents and by the race-neutral guidelines
that the | egislature has adopted for itself.

So what are those? The first overarching
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requi renents are one person, one vote or popul ation
equal ity nust be achieved in the new districts. And in
addition, the new district nust be non-discrimnatory.
They nust conply with, in particular, the equa
protection clause of the federal constitution and section
two of the Voting Rights Act.
Beyond that, the legislature is bound by the
race-neutral criteria that it has established, and ||
go over those in just a second. But no district shall be
drawn in a manner that subordi nates race-neutral
districting criteria to considerations of race, color or
menbership in a | anguage mnority group except that race,
color or nenbership in a |l anguage mnority group nay
predonm nate over race-neutral districting criteriato
conply with section two of the Voting Rights Act,
provided there is a strong basis in evidence to support
such a race-based choice. A strong basis in evidence
exi sts when there is good reason to believe that race
must be used in order to satisfy the Voting Ri ghts Act.
When the legislature draws districts, it should
make t hem reasonably conpact, which is a relative term
for each plan, and all districts should reflect the
denocratic wll of the people, which is one reason for
t hese hearings, so that the |egislature can receive

testinmony fromthe people about how districts should be
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dr awn.

Districts are drawn on the basis of total
popul ati on. The census bureau reports many different
types of population. For exanple, |I could ask for
popul ati on of all people who have graduate degrees or all
peopl e who have two cars and color TVs in their house,
but what we use for drawing districts is total
popul ation, which is sinply everybody who was in the
state and everybody who was in a district on census day.
And that could include, or it does include a |ot of
peopl e who can't vote, children, people under 18, people
who have lost the right to vote, people who are residing
in the state but are not citizens of the state or
citizens of the country. Nevertheless, total popul ation
has traditionally been the basis for drawing districts
and that's what the legislature will continue to use.

There are tinmes when the legislature | ooks at a
subset of total population called voting age popul ati on,
which is 18 and older. It may at tines | ook, under
certain circunstances, at the white voting age popul ati on
and the bl ack voting age popul ation of a district, again,
to ensure conpliance with the equal protection clause of
the federal constitution and the Voting Rights Act.

The nunber of state Senate districts, the

| egi sl ature has to draw 35 Senate districts and 105 House
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districts, although the constitution would all ow 106.

Al districts are single-nenber districts. Only one
person is elected fromeach district. |In sone parts of
the country, there are nulti-nenber districts, but we
only have single-nenber districts in Al abana. Wen the
| egi sl ature draws districts, contests between incunbents
shoul d be avoi ded, and the cores of existing districts
shoul d be preserved.

In addition, every district is required to be
conti guous, which nmeans that each point on its border has
to be in contact with another district or one of the
outer borders of the state. Contiguity across water is
allowed. So if your district is divided by a river or a
| ake, that doesn't defeat contiguity.

Finally, districts should respect conmmunities of
I nterest, nei ghborhoods and political subdivisions to the
extent practicable. A community of interest is defined
as an area with recognized simlarities of interest,

i ncluding, but not limted to, ethnic, racial, economc,
tribal, social, geographical and historical identities.
The term"communities of interest” may, in certain

ci rcunst ances, include political subdivisions such as
counties, voting precincts, nunicipalities, tribal |ands
and reservations and school districts. The discernnent,

wei ghi ng and bal anci ng of the very factors that
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contribute to communities of interest is an intensely
political process best carried out by the elected
representatives of the people.

In establishing legislative districts, the
Reapportionment Conmittee and the | egislature shall give
due consideration to all these criteria that | have
di scussed. However, priority is to be given to the
conpelling state interest requiring equality of
popul ati on anong districts in conpliance with the equal
protection clause of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965.

In addition, these criteria are not listed in
order of precedence, and in each instance where they may
conflict, the legislature shall, at its discretion,
determ ne which takes priority.

We're ready now to receive testinony, and the
first person who has signed up to speak is Brock Kelly.
And, M. Kelly, if you could conme up to the podi um
pl ease.

By the way, if any of the speakers have paper
notes or they have a map or anything like that that they
want to introduce into the record as an exhibit to their
testinmony, just let the coordinator there at Lurleen B.
Wal |l ace State know, and that will be forwarded to us and
I ncluded in the transcript.

Wl conme, M. Kelly.
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MR. KELLY: Thank you. My nane is Brock Kelly.
|'"'mthe president of Lurleen B. Wallace Community Coll ege
and, first and forenpost, | wanted to wel cone you guys to
t he canpus, welcone to the audi ence, welconme everyone
online. This neeting ne know is inportant for our
district. It's inportant for our state, and we are just
honored to be able to host this neeting. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you. Thank you again for
hosti ng the neeting.

The next person is Christopher -- and |'msorry,
Christopher. | can't quite read your |ast nane.

MR. BENNETT: Bennett.

MR. WALKER: |'msorry. Christopher Bennett.

M. Bennett, please cone up.

MR. BENNETT: My nane is Christopher Bennett,
and I'mthe chairman of the Wal ker County Denocratic
Commttee, and | don't know whether this is a testinony
or not, but | do have a question. | know we're dealing
with the Senate and the House plan for redistricting. M
guestion is -- | have a question: Wuld any infornmation
be given for redistricting in the Butler County
Commi ssi oner and board of education districts? And ny
second question is, where can we find this information or
where can this information be obtained?

MR. WALKER: The Butler County -- and |I'm

Veritext Legal Solutions
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t hi nking you were referring to Butler County Board of
Education districts -- will be handled by the Butler
County Comm ssion and the Butler County School Board. In
sonme counties, those districts are congruent, and the
same districts serve both bodies. In other counties,
regardl ess of whether or not they have the sanme nunber of
districts, they're done differently, and I don't know how
Butler County does it, but that's a matter that wll be
handl ed by them

By state | aw, county boards of educations are
required to redistrict within six nonths after rel ease of
the redistricting data. So that would be six nonths from
August 12 woul d be the deadline for the Butler County
Board of Education to conplete its redistricting. So you
woul d have to go to the websites for those two bodies to
find out what their redistricting procedures are going to
be and when they're going to have hearings and that sort
of thing.

Did | answer your first question?

MR. BENNETT: Pretty nuch, yes.

MR. WALKER: And what, again, was your second
guesti on?

MR. BENNETT: My second question is where can
this informati on be obtained here in the county?

MR. WALKER: The county comm ssion and the state
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board of education, but you can also go to the census
bureau, and you can see -- you can get a |ot of
information that is available online now about your
county, about the population of any nmunicipality with
5,000 or nore people within your county, and that may be
useful to you, too. Just go to Quick Facts or google
Census Bureau Quick Facts and go to the tab Al abana and
then Butler County, and you can start fromthere.
There's a huge anount of information available at the
county | evel.

But in terns of particular -- what the districts
are now and what the popul ations of those districts are,
that informati on would cone fromthe county comm ssion
and the board of education.

MR. BENNETT: So you're saying that none of this
I nformati on has been sent to anyone in the county as it
relates to the comm ssioner districts?

MR. WALKER: This is a hearing on |egislature
redi stricting.

MR. BENNETT: Yeah. | knowit.

MR. WALKER. Ckay. And |I'mnot sure if |
understand the question. The census bureau data is
avail able to the county comm ssion and to the board of
education. Also, once the |legislature conpletes its

redistricting, the reapportionnment office is available to
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assi st the boards of education and county conm ssi on and
ot her | ocal governnments with their redistricting. In
addi tion, a nunmber of other sources, such as Al abama
State University and sone of the regional devel opnent

of fices have redistricting software that can help with
redi stricting, too.

MR. BENNETT: Thank you.

MR WALKER: Yes, sir.

The next person who has asked to speak is M., |
think, McWIllians. | can't quite read your first nane,
and | apol ogi ze.

MR MCWLLIAMS: It's Jackie. Good norning.

MR. WALKER: Good norning, M. MWIIiamns.

MR. MCW LLI AMS: Just call nme Jackie. Ckay?
|'"'mon the county comm ssion of district two, and excuse
nmy attire, but | own a barbecue place on |-65 and didn't
really feel like putting a suit on for y'all. But if
you' re ever | ooking for good barbecue --

MR. WALKER: Wait a second. Court reporter, can
you hear what he's saying? You m ght need to nove a
little closer to the m crophone, sir.

MR. MCW LLIAMS: Okay. First of all, thank you
for com ng here today and giving us the opportunity to
tal k about these |ines.

Certainly, we weren't aware that it was not
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sonething that dealt with county comm ssion |ines or
board of education lines, so we won't trouble you any
further except to say that we have not received those
nunbers yet fromthe county or what they actually are and
wi Il go through the process of finding that out.

But in | ooking at the Congressional |ines and
al so 1 ooking at the state board of education lines from
the map and realizing |I've only had a few m nutes to | ook
at this since |I've been here, certainly we're down in
popul ati on, and we're down in population with the
districts that we join, which would be seven in the
Congressional district and then five in the state board
of education. So we're |osing population in these areas.

| guess what | would take with me this norning
Is that certainly we see those nunbers went down, but we
don't want -- and you clarified sonme of it in sone of
your topics about keeping nunbers as relates to race
where it will be beneficial to both races. W don't want
a race where one district is so predom nant that either
section doesn't have a little bit of voice in this. Al
our sections here in Butler County, people are divided
because of the denographics that we have in Butler
County. We're pretty nmuch 52, 53.7, so we want to keep a
voting perspective to that. So I'd like to put that in

our place in Butler County.
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We know you have a tough task in front of you
trying to do this. |[|'ve been on the county comm ssion 22
years, so this is the third time that | have been
involved inthis. | realize it's very tedious, and
you're dealing with a | ot of enotional factors froma | ot
of different people, but we wanted to put that two cents
worth in and |l et you know that we just want to make sure
that we have good, fair representation on not only |ocal
| evel s but also on state |evels.

Thank you so nuch.

MR. WALKER: Thank you very nuch,
M. MWIIians.

Is there anyone el se present in the auditorium

who would |like to speak? |If so, just cone on up to --

Yes, sir. Cone on up to the podium-- rostrum
(I naudi bl e.)
MR WALKER: |I'msorry. Wuld you state your

name clearly and slowy for the court reporter?

MR. WEST: Ceorge (phonetic) West, city counci
(i naudi bl e)

MR. WALKER: Spel |l your |ast nane, please.

(I naudi bl e.)

MR VWALKER: [|'msorry. W couldn't quite nmake
t hat out.

(I naudi bl e.)
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MR. Wal ker: WE-ST? Joe West?

MR, WEST: Joe West (inaudible.) Either one is
fine. Thank you for holding this semnar. | guess ny
guestion is, as the Al abama legislature is getting ready
to draw the lines and determ ne what the new
Congressional lines will be and the state Senate |ines
wll be and the state board of education lines wll Dbe,
think we're in a district now that | ost population. For
I nstance, the first I'mlooking at, we're m nus 3. 382,
and | guess ny question to you is nmaybe a dunb questi on,
that if you | ose popul ation, does that nean that you're
maybe put in another district, or if you | ose popul ation,
will a district who gained cone over into your district?

MR. WALKER. No, it's a very good question, and
|"'mnot sure if you were tal ki ng about the Congressional
district or one of your l|legislative districts, but the
principle is the sane for all. W start with the idea
popul ati on, whatever that is. Let's say -- Let's just
say 47,820 for a house district, and if a district has
| ost popul ation, then, yes, it's got to get sone
popul ati on from sonewhere el se. So that neans,
typically, that that district's boundaries are going to
expand into another area to pick up nore citizens.
Conversely, if a district is overpopulated, it has to

shed popul ation, and so it will contract in order to give
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popul ation to districts that need it. And that's sort of
t he phenonenon | was tal king about when earlier |
referred to, by exanple, the city of Tuscal oosa bei ng
split up into a nunber of different districts so that it
can give its excess population to districts that need it.

So that was a good question. Anyone else in the
audi toriumwho would Iike to speak?

MR. WEST: Thank you very nuch. That answered
nmy question.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, M. West.

Is there anyone participating renotely who --

M5. OVERTON: |'ve been told Jacki e Wods, who
is at the college, would Iike to speak. Jackie.

MR WALKER: Is this Jackie Wods?

MR WOODS: Yes, |'mDr. Wods and, first, |
woul d li ke to thank each of you for just giving us this

great opportunity to |earn.

| have a question. I'mjust going to give it
and | ook at -- Qur community is -- Let's just |look at an
exanple. |If you have a population, let's say, 37,540,
whatever, I'mgoing to talk approxinmately, and that's

total population for a county, then you |look at mnority
representatives, mnorities in that particular popul ation
woul d be, let's say, 13 percent, so within a proximty of

about 4,880, sonewhere within that area. Don't hold me
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tothat. So if you're looking at -- And you nentioned
the fact in terns of race, 1965 voters. And in |ooking
at how the districting itself, primarily, you have 13
particul ar counties in that area that the exanple is
comng from and it's scattered.

So ny question to you -- Wien | say "scattered,"”
all over in terns of that 4,000 nunber that | have
mentioned. So if you want to get what's fair for all,
sone type of representation for the mnorities, that
4,000 group, what would be the best nethod for fair
representation for all?

And 1'Il say this: Over right at 200 years,
there has never been a minority on that particul ar set
that |' m speaking of, w thout saying too nmuch. So how
woul d you go about doing that? And you could | ook at
packi ng, you could pack it, but you would have to | ook at
how you woul d go about redistricting that particular
section taken froma scattered and then | ook at the
mnority representation where it does not have any type
of inpact; whereas, they would get sone type, sone
type -- and I'mcomng with this -- over 200 years there
has never been a mnority in that particul ar section.

MR WALKER: |'mnot quite sure that |
under stand your question, but I'll mke a stab at it, and

you can tell me if |'ve been hel pful.
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The Voting Rights Act, section two, requires the
drawing of a majority mnority district -- and I'I| just
say a mnority black district is what it's going to be in
Al abama -- if it's possible to do so. And one of the
first determnants of that is whether there is a
sufficiently nunmerous and geographically conpact bl ack
popul ati on. And w thout know ng what jurisdiction you' re
tal ki ng about and how many districts there are under
consideration, | couldn't go --

MR. WOODS: Five districts, five.

MR. WALKER: |If there are five districts, then
you would -- In order to -- | guess, the first thing you
woul d ook for is, is there a mnority popul ation here
that is sufficiently numerous to forma ngjority in one
of five districts or two of five districts, depending
upon whatever it is, and then is that population in a
relatively conpact area so that it can be drawn into one
or two or whatever districts, or is it spread out
honogeneousl y throughout the county as a whole? If it's
the latter, then you can't draw a majority bl ack
district. So that would be the first thing that you
woul d | ook at.

There are sone other ways to skin the cat.

There are a few jurisdictions in Al abama that don't have

singl e-nmenber districts. They use alternative -- They
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have bl ack and white popul ati on, but they don't have
si ngl e-nmenber districts. They use an alternative voting
system cal | ed cunul ative voting, and that is a way where,
If there is a sufficient nunber of mnority popul ation,
everybody runs at | arge, but the voting systemis such
that if the mnority population -- For exanple, if there
are five seats on the county conmm ssion, each person gets
five votes and you can spend those votes any way you
want. If the mnority popul ation spends all of its votes
on a preferred mnority candi date under the cumul ative
voting system then they can el ect soneone at |arge. And
that systemis used in sone counties and is particularly
hel pful where there are not geographically conpact
popul ati ons of mnority nmenbers but there are
sufficiently large nunbers of mnority nenbers in that
jurisdiction.

Is that a hel pful answer to you?

MR WOODS: It is. So how does one go about
I mpl ementing or asking for the cumul ati ve vote? How do
t hey go down that path?

MR. WALKER: That would have to be done by a
| ocal |aw by your del egation. They could pass a | ocal
| aw that would say in X, Y, Z county elections for the
county conmm ssion or whatever would be done by cumul ative

voti ng.
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MR, WOODS: Ckay. | thank you.

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir. Thank you for your
gquestions and comments.

MR. WOODS: Have a great renmining afternoon.
Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you.

Anyone who wants to nake a question or comrent
renotely?

M5. OVERTON: Yes. W' ve got a couple of
comment s and questi ons.

M5. PATTON: Hello. M nane is Sylvia, and |
just have a couple of questions that | would like to ask.
Nunmber one is --

MR. WALKER: Last nane?

M5. PATTON: Patton.

MR. WALKER: Patton? Okay. Thank you. And if
you can speak closer into the m crophone, we're having a
little bit of difficulty hearing y'all.

M5. PATTON: Okay. One of the questions that |
have, and | want you to hear ne, is you were saying that
after the census, that we have six nonths before
redistricting is done, and by August the 12th we
should -- No. | want to ask questions kind of |ike
| ocally for the county. So you have six nonths before

you Do the state districts, but |like the county, how | ong
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w Il they have before they do the county redistricting,
I's one of the questions | wanted to know.

And the second question is getting back to what
Dr. Wods was sayi ng, who determ nes on the county -- who
determ nes about redistricting the counties? And let ne
give you an exanple. I|I'ma city councilwnan for the
city of (inaudible) Al abama, and district one is
predom nantly bl ack, and district one is the district
that | won in. And another place in (inaudible) county
may be predom nantly black in district one (inaudible)
was scattered. And how could we -- When can we and how
can we go to the county conmm ssion and deci de
redistricting by the use of nunbers, because we have the
nunbers of the blacks that are in the county, but when we
go to the county side, it's scattered. How can we
correct that? Who do we need to talk to in order to
change that?

And then the third question is, when you get
ready to vote on county conm ssion, why can't -- Is there
two el ections where, okay, you have one el ection where
you vote for the person that wins it. And then later on
you come in, and is it legal for everyone to vote for
that district? Because in Florala, when | run in
district one, that's who |I'm conpeti ng agai nst, sonebody

in district one. Everybody in district two, three, four
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and five cannot vote for ne because they're not in ny
district. So where is that -- How can you -- |If they're
not in district one, they're not supposed to be voting
for you and not sonebody fromdistrict two, three, four,
five. That's how votes get scattered.

MR. WALKER: Your questions are a little bit
out side the scope of the hearing, which is about
redistricting for the state offices. | just don't
remenber off the top of ny head if there is a tineline
for county conm ssions to redistrict. There is, of
course, a practical tineline in that redistricting has to
be conpl eted before elections in 2022 or whenever the
next elections are for your county conm ssion.

For the rest of your questions, | think you need
to take those up with your county comm ssion attorney who
shoul d be able to answer those.

M5. PATTON. Al right. Thank you.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, nma'am

I'"'mgoing to see if we've got any questions from
peopl e who are participating renotely now.

M5. OVERTON: Yes. W've got three. The first
is fromTabitha Isner. She just wanted sone
clarification.

“"Did you say that conpactness woul d be

prioritized over comrunities of interest?"
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MR. WALKER: No, | did not say that conpactness
was prioritized over communities of interest. | think
what | said is that sonetines those two criteria can
conflict, and the |l egislature has to nake a choi ce.

M5. OVERTON. (Ckay. The second question cones
from Fel eci a Scal zetti

“"Pl ease repeat the tineline regardi ng draft
maps. Does the commttee already have maps drafted that
they are adjusting after hearing comments, or will they
wait until the end of the public comments on the 16th to
start drafting?”

MR. WALKER: There are no existing maps at this
point that | know of. | knowthat -- | mean, there may
be various |egislators who are working on maps either not
on the reapportionnent systemor they're working on the
reapportionnent system but they're confidential unti
they're released by the legislature. So if sonebody were
comng in here and working on sonething, | would not know
it unless it was nmade public.

There is -- There are, however, conversations
ongoing with a map drawer and the nenbers of the
| egi sl ature and the state board of education and the
Congr essi onal del egati on about how they want their maps
redrawn, and that's where we are right now as we're

recei ving these comments.
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But the transcripts of these hearing wll be
made available to the map drawers and to the |l egislators.

M5. OVERTON. We have a final comment from
Kendra Maj ors.

“In the earlier hearing, you vaguely touched on
the fact that redistricting in Alabama is not really
non-parti san. How does that work to guarantee fair
districts and fair representation for all Al abam ans
gi ven that one party overwhelmngly controls the Al abama
| egi sl ature currentl|y?"

MR. WALKER: |'mnot going to answer that
guestion. Fairness is in the eyes of the behol der, and |
think that's where I'll leave it.

M5. OVERTON: No ot her questions or conments.

MR. WALKER: |s there anybody else in the
audi tori umwho wants to speak?

Al right. There being no one else who wants to
speak, thank you to everyone for participating either
renmotely or by comng to the auditorium Your
participation is inportant to the process.

Thank you for Lurleen B. Wallace Comrunity
Coll ege for allowing us to have the hearing at your
facility, and this hearing is now cl osed.

(Exhi bit 1 marked.)

* k k%
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
COUNTY OF MOBILE )

| hereby certify that the above and foregoing
deposition was taken down by ne in stenotype and
transcri bed by neans of conputer-aided transcription, and
that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of
the testinony given by said wtness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of counse
nor of kin to any of the parties, nor aml in anyw se
interested in the result of said cause.

| further certify that | amduly |licensed by the
Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a Certified Court
Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR nunber follow ng ny

nane found bel ow.

KATHLEEN F. CAVAZGCS, RPR, ACCR302
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