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1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Good morning. We areon
2 therecord at 9:08 am. on September 10th, 2024. This
3 isthe videotaped recorded deposition of Fred Hejazi
4 taken by plaintiff in the matter of The Christian
5 Ministerial Alliance, et al versus John Thurston,
6 Secretary of State of Arkansas, filed in the US District
7 Court, Eastern District of Arkansas. The case number is
8 4:23-cv-471-DPM-DRS-JM. The deposition is being
9 conducted remotely through virtua technology.
10 My name is Randy Schoening representing
11 Veritext Lega Solutions. | am the videographer. The
12 court reporter is Shannon Harwood, also with Veritext
13 Lega Solutions.
14 Will counsel please introduce themselves for
15 therecord?
16 MR. PIERCE: Thank you. I'm Michael Pierce
17 with O'Melveny & Myers and I'm one of the attorneys
18 representing the plaintiffsin The Christian Ministerial
19 Alliance lawsuit.
20 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Matthew Goldstein of O'Melveny
21 & Myers, also for plaintiffs.
22 MR. BRASCHER: Justin Brascher of the Arkansas
23 State Attorney General for the defendants, John
24 Thurston. And I'm -- I'm sorry, | probably should have

25 brought this up before, so is Mr. Hejazi here without
Page 6

1 A. CitygateGIS.

2 Q. Sofor today'sdeposition, I'll identify afew

3 basic ground rules so we're on the same page. You're
4 tedtifying under oath today, which means that you are
5 testifying with the same duty to answer questions

6 truthfully asthough we were before ajudgein a

7 courtroom.

8 Does that make sense?
9 A. Yes
10 Q. Our court reporter is transcribing this

11 deposition today. With that in mind, please answer

12 questions audibly and clearly. That means that nodding
13 your head yes or shaking your head no doesn't work,

14 because that's not something the court reporter can

15 transcribe.

16 If you don't understand a question, either

17 becauseit didn't make sense or because | was mumbling
18 or theinternet connection paused for a section, just

19 let me know and I'll repeat it. Andthenif | ask a

20 question and you begin answering it, I'll assume that

21 you heard and understand the question.

22 Does that make sense?
23 A. Yes
24 Q. Okay. The primary people talking today should

25 beyou and me. The court reporter may ask a question.
Page 8

1 counsel defending this deposition?
2 MR. PIERCE: Mr. Hejazi, isthat right, you do
3 not have an attorney with you?

4 THE WITNESS: | do not.
5 MR. BRASCHER: Okay.
6 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Will -- will the witness
7 please be sworn?
8 (Witness sworn.)
9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Y ou may proceed.
10 MR. PIERCE: Great. Thanks very much.

11 WHEREUPON,

12 FRED HEJAZI,

13 after having been first duly sworn, deposes and saysin
14 reply to questions propounded as follows, to-wit;

15 DIRECT EXAMINATION

16 BY MR. PIERCE:

17 Q. Asljust stated, my nameisMichael Pierce.

18 I'm one of the attorneys representing the plaintiffsin
19 The Christian Ministerial Alliance lawsuit.

1 If - if you need something -- you also may hear an

2 objection to questions. | would say unless for some
3 reason counsel instructs you not to answer, otherwise
4 you should just answer the question.

5 Does that make sense?
6 A. Yes
7 Q. Okay. Isthereany reason you are unable to

8 answer or -- or understand any of my questions

9 truthfully today?
10 A. No.
11 Q. Thisisn't an endurance contest, so if you
12 need abreak, just let us know. I'm going to try to
13 work in -- | think are you on the East Coast --
14 A, Yes
15 Q. --timescheduleright now? Okay. My
16 thinking, then, iswe go for an hour or so, we take a
17 little break and then we go for another hour, we take a
18 longer lunch break, and then we -- we return from the
19 afternoon, but with that, please let me know basically

20 A. Good morning. 20 if you feel like your energy is flagging and you would
21 Q. Canyou please state your full name for the 21 benefit from abreak. No problem. I'll just ask that
22 record? | know you just did. 22 if I've asked a question, you answer that standing
23 A. FredHejazi. 23 question and then we can take a break.
24 Q. And can you please state the organization 24 Does that make sense?
25 you're here to give testimony on behalf of ? 25 A. Yes

Page 7 Page 9
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1 Q. Okay. Andyou, inthe deposition today, 1 Q. Cdifornia. Gotit. Okay. Thank you. So
2 Citygate in the deposition today, are you represented by 2 here you've been designated to testify on behalf of
3 yourself? 3 Citygate under Rule 30(b)(6) of the Federal Rules of
4 A. Yes 4 Civil Procedure. Have you served as a Rule 30(b)(6)
5 Q. Okay. Meaning neither you nor Citygate has 5 witness before?
6 counsel that represents you in connection with this 6 A. Nottomy knowledge.
7 deposition? 7 Q. Okay. You understand that as a 30(b)(6)
8 A. That'scorrect. 8 witness, your roleisto speak and testify on behalf of
9 Q. Haveyou ever been deposed before? 9 Citygate, not on behalf of yourself as an individual ?
10 A. Yes 10 A. Yes
11 Q. Tél usabout that. 11 Q. Soif I --typically during therest of this
12 A. Justdifferent -- different cases on -- 12 deposition, if | say "you" or "your," I'm generaly

=
w

13 related to work and also personal .
14 Q. Onthe -- the depositions related to work, how

going to mean Citygate the company not you personally.
Does that make sense?

'_\
~

15 many times have you been deposed? 15 A. Yes
16 A. Afewtimes. | don't recal exactly the 16 Q. Okay. We'regoing to mark as Plaintiff's
17 number. 17 Exhibit 1 a subpoenawith the first page dated August

=
oo

30th, 2024, so if we can pull that up.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
identification and made part of the record.)

MR. GOLDSTEIN: And you should be able to see
that appear in the folder on the Exhibit Share.

18 Q. Recently?

19  A. Not recently.

20 Q. What -- sorry, how many years ago is the most
21 recent time you've been deposed for work?

22 A. Probably 10 years ago.

N NDN
N B O ©

23 Q. Andwasthisin connection with Citygate or 23 A. Yes
24 wasthisaprior job? 24 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Okay. So what has been
25  A. It'sconnection with Citygate. 25 marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 1 is a subpoenato
Page 10 Page 12
1 Q. Doyouremember the name of that case? 1 Citygate with the first page dated August 30th, 2024; is
2 A. ldont. 2 that right?
3 Q. Canyou describe sort of what the case was 3 A. Yes
4 about? 4 Q. If youcould flip to Page 5 of that PDF, that
5 A. Itwasaredistricting issue. 5 includes a set of deposition topics; is that right?
6 Q. Any other depositions other than the 6 A. Yes
7 redistricting case about 10 years ago that you can 7 Q. Doyouseethat list of topics?
8 recal? 8 A. ldo.
9 A. No. 9 Q. Areyou prepared to testify on behalf of
10 Q. Andinyour persona life, you've aso gotten 10 Citygate for all of these topics?
11 deposed. Could you just briefly describe what those 11  A. Tothebest of my knowledge.
12 caseswere? 12 Q. Doyou -- doyou have knowledge of the -- the
13 A. Property issues, divorce issues, thingslike 13 topicslisted? Do they look familiar to you?
14 that. 14  A. They look familiar to me. | wasn't
15 Q. Gotit. Okay. So herein thisdeposition, 15 necessarily involved in all of these, but to -- to the
16 you've been designated to testify on -- and sorry. | 16 best of my knowledge, asfar as| wasinvolved, I'm
17 guessjust one more question. Any other details you can 17 happy to testify.
18 recall about the redistricting lawsuit from about 10 18 Q. Doyou think there's anyone at Citygate that's
19 years ago where you were deposed? 19 more qualified than you to answer questions on these
20 A. Justbasicaly what my role was, what 20 topics?
21 redistricting software s, things like that. 1t was 21 A. No.
22 very generd. 22 Q. What did you do to prepare for today's
23 Q. Andwasitin connection with a particular 23 deposition to serve as a Rule 30(b)(6) witness on behal f
24 state'sredistricting? 24 of Citygate?
25 A. | believeit was Cdifornia 25  A. |justread through the -- the subpoenato
Page 11 Page 13
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1 make sure that there was nothing in there that | hadn't

2 provided you guys.

3 Q. Andabout how many hours did you spend

4 preparing?

5 A. Ididn't spend any more than about 15 minutes
6 looking through this.

7 Q. Andwithout going into the substance of any

8 conversation, did you meet with any counsel to prepare
9 for today's deposition?

10 A. No.
11 Q. Andit soundslike -- were there any subjects
12 inthat list of 30(b)(6) topics that you did not have

13 knowledge of that you then had to go learn about and be

14 educated on?

15 A. No.

16 Q. Didyou discusstoday's deposition with anyone
17 prior to the deposition beginning?

18 A. No.

19 Q. Didyou review any documents ahead of today's
20 deposition to prepare?

21 A. No.

22 Q. Anything elseyou did to prepare for today's

23 deposition other than reviewing the subpoenafor

24 something like 15 minutes?

1 Q. Andyou searched emailsusing -- using the
2 list of individuals that you remembered working with and
3 it sounds like you also looked for data that you shared
4 with Arkansas in connection with the 2021 redistricting?
5 A. Yes
6 Q. Anything else other than looking through
7 emailswith the Arkansas folks you worked with and
8 looking for data that you shared with them?
9 A. Alsocontracted -- any contractual information
10 that | had.

11 Q. Gotit. So other than emails, data you shared
12 with them, and contractual information, anything else?
13  A. No.

14 Q. Sono--

15 A. Emails-- emails, data, and contractual

16 information. That'sal | -- that'sal | -- that's all
17 | had and that's all | shared.

18 Q. Gotit. Sono, like, hard copy filesrelated
19 to thiswork?

20 A. Therewasno hard copy files.

21 Q. Andyou weren't texting with the Arkansas
22 folksyou work with about this work?

23 A. ldidn'trecal if | had any texting that |

24 had done with them, but | did not share that.

25 A. No. 25 Q. Okay. Didyou have any assistance when you
Page 14 Page 16
1 Q. WellaskyoutofliptoPages11lto 13in 1 were -- and sorry, to step back. Did -- did you text
2 Exhibit 1, which are the document requests. 2 about sort of the substantive work of the 2021
3 A. Yes 3 redistricting with your Arkansas clients?
4 Q. Haveyou seenthislist before? 4  A. Notthatl recall.
5 A. Yes 5 Q. Okay. Didyou have any assistance when you
6 Q. Didyou search, collect, and produce documents 6 wereidentifying these emails, contracts and data?
7 inresponse to this set of requests? 7 A. I'msorry, say that again.
8 A. Yes 8 Q. Didyou have any assistancein isolating the

9 Q. What wasyour process for identifying those
10 documents?
11 A. | wentthrough all my emails and selected any
12 exchangesthat | had with -- with the State of Arkansas.
13 Then | went through the data sets that we had produced
14 for them aswell as any proposal material for -- for --
15 related to contracts and | bundled those and sent them
16 to you guys.
17 Q. Andwhen you say "went through emails," did
18 you use search terms? Were you manually --
19  A. | searched, search terms.
20 Q. Searchterms. Gotit. And how did -- how did
21 you develop those search terms?
22  A. |justlooked for the -- looked for individual
23 that whose name | remember. | looked at what his email
24 was and then | grabbed the -- the domain portion of it

25 and | searched for that.
Page 15

9 emails and contracts and data or is that something just

10 you did?
11 A, ljustdidit.
12 Q. Werethere any documentsthat -- any -- any

13 emails, contracts or data that you saw that related to

14 the 2021 redistricting that you decided not to produce
15 for any reason?

16  A. No, | produced everything that was related.

17 Q. Andfor -- for data, how -- how did you

18 isolate the set of datato proximate cause?

19 A. Weproduce datafor every state and we put it
20 on our -- on our download site and | just went to that
21 download site and | downloaded al the stuff that had to
22 do with Arkansas. They're grouped by state.

23 Q. Gotit. Okay. Werenow goingtogointo a

24 couple of just questions about your general background.

25 What is your educationa background?
Page 17
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1 A. I haveabachelor'sin Civil Engineering from
2 University of Maryland.
3 Q. Andif you could walk me through at a high
4 level sort of your work/professional background starting
5 after college and going through Citygate?
6 A. After City -- you're talking about after
7 college before Citygate, right?
8 Q. Yeah, just sort of avery high level of what
9 did you do before Citygate?
10 A. I work for an engineering company for about
11 six years asthe chief information officer and then |
12 started Citygate and I've been at Citygate ever since.
13 Q. Whendidyou start Citygate?
14  A. | believe1991. It was named something else
15 back then. It was named Digital Engineering and then it
16 wasrenamed in 2005 to Citygate.
17 Q. And-- and can you describe for us sort of how
18 Citygate has -- has changed over time, if it has?
19 A. It started asamapping consulting firm and
20 then it became a software development firm aswe
21 developed products.
22 Q. Canyou say alittle more about the shift
23 between doing consulting work to doing software work?
24 A. Wejust started to -- we had consulting work

25 inthe area of redistricting and then we had to develop
Page 18

In the area of redistricting?

Yes.

No.

Q. What other clients have you had as consulting
5 clients other than the -- the police department that you
6 mentioned?

7 A. Intheareaof redistricting?

8 Q. Yes intheareaof redistricting.

9 A. WEe've had school districts. We've had cities,
10 counties that wanted us to just draw the map for them,
11 for city council. Asl said, we've had school districts
12 that wanted us to draw attendance areas for -- for
13 students. We've had sales districts that have been --
14 that -- that needed to be drawn, so it's all manners of
15 redistricting.

A WN P
>0 >

16 Q. Haveyou done-- have you drawn -- has

17 Citygate drawn maps for congressional redistricting?
18  A. Nottomy knowledge.

19 Q. HasCitygate--

20 A. Notthat | recall.

21 Q. Gotit. Sol didn't mean to interrupt.

22 Sorry. | believe you were saying you -- not to your
23 knowledge, you don't recall Citygate ever drawing maps
24 as part of its consulting services for congressional
25 redistricting?
Page 20

1 some tools and then we formalized those tools into
2 products. And then aswe started to sell those
3 products, we became more of a shift towards a software
4 development company.
5 Q. Andwhen did that shift occur?
6 A. Itoccurred over about -- span of about 15
7 years.
8 Q. Andwhen -- when you say you did -- Citygate
9 did consulting work related to redistricting, what does
10 that mean?
11 A. Wewere hired to draw boundaries for a police
12 department in Maryland, and then as aresult of that, we
13 developed some tools and then we made those tools into
14 an application and then we made the application
15 commercial.
16 Q. Does Citygate still do thistype of consulting
17 work?
18 A. Yes
19 Q. Istheconsulting work -- let me rephrase. It
20 sounds like you were saying the consulting work involves
21 actually helping your client draw -- you know, draw the
22 maps, isthat right?
23 A, Yes,yes.
24 Q. Anything else the consulting work involves

25 other than sort of helping to draw the map?
Page 19

1 A. No, I'mpretty surewe -- wetypicaly at the
2 dtate level don't -- we just provide software and
3 training and support. Most states either draw -- they
4 draw it themselves or they hire staff to do that work.
5 Q. I know you said most or typical. Istherean
6 exception that comes to mind that, oh, we don't -- there
7 was one state one time that actually had you draw either
8 state -- either state maps or congressional maps?
9 A. No, | don't--1don'trecall ever doing that.
10 Q. Okay. When clientswould ask Citygate to draw
11 maps as part of Citygate's consulting services, would
12 the clients provide guidance to Citygate on the criteria
13 to use when drawing a map?
14  A. Yeah,it's-- sort of, yes, | guess.
15 Q. Canyoujust, you know, describe any of that
16 criteria?
17  A. For example, if it was acity, they would say,
18 you know, we have 10 council members, so we need -- we
19 need aplan that has 10 boundaries. And then we would
20 draw it and they would look at it and say, you know,
21 movethisover here, move that over there, this
22 neighborhood is -- shouldn't be split, you know, things
23 likethat.
24 Q. In--any other types of criteriafrom your --

25 your consulting map drawing work that you would get from
Page 21
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1 clients?

2 A. Thesearegeneraly case dependent, so they're

3 not -- there's not a uniform way of saying, you know,

4 they -- they all ask for thisor that. It'susually --

5 it'susually case dependent to the locality and also we

6 generaly provide them the basic rules of redistricting.

7 So, you know, we advise them that you can't -- you know,

8 say that | want to have all the minoritiesin this

9 little district or | want to split them, things that --
10 things that would get them into trouble, we would -- we
11 would -- we would explain ahead of time. And then --
12 then we draw the maps according to population generally
13 and then they make comments about concerns that they
14 havelocaly.
15 Q. And how would you explain the -- | mean, what
16 call it, the basic rules of redistricting?
17  A. Wewould typically have a session before
18 started explaining what the percentages, how much higher
19 -- how much deviation you can expect between your
20 highest and lowest populated districts and how close
21 they need to beto the ideal population and not to make
22 crazy shapes that would get them into -- into trouble.
23 Just very basic information. It's available
24 through NCSL, National City State Legislators

25 Conference. They do alot of sessions on the do's and
Page 22

1 A. So--sothere's-- that's not realy accurate
2 asfar asrules because they're not rules. They're just
3 stuff that generally keeps you out of court. Y ou can
4 draw whatever you want. The question is whether you get
5 -- and if nobody takes you to court, then you just draw
6 whatever you want, but if you go to court, you are more
7 likely to loseif you've packed all the minorities into
8 onedistrict and/or looks like you've tried to split
9 them up.
10 That's just from the general observation of
11 court rulings. There's -- there's no law that says you
12 can or cannot do one thing or the other.
13 Q. Andisthat your observation from reading
14 Court rulingsin this-- in this area?
15 A. It'sfrom attending conferences, listening to
16 lectures about what the outcomes of various cases were.
17 Q. Soinyour training sessionsto your clients
18 that didn't have lawyers advising them, you would convey
19 these -- | don't know what to -- | think you originally
20 called them rules, but then now you said they're not
21 necessarily rules. They're thingsto -- things not to
22 doif you want to avoid -- avoid litigation; is that
23 right?
24 A. Again, you know, there are places that

25 litigation is not an issue and there's places -- these
Page 24

1 don'ts of redistricting.

2 Q. Justtorecap, the-- it soundslikein your

3 consulting work, you would have sort of training

4 sessions with your clients before you started drawing

5 the map where you would give them -- | think what you

6 called the basic rules of redistricting, which it sounds

7 like you got from the national conference for state

8 legidators; isthat right?

9 A. Assuming they didn't have their own attorney.
10 Sometimesthey have their own attorney that advises
11 them. Sometimesit'sa-- it'sasmall city that has
12 10,000 peopleinit and that's al -- you know, they
13 don't know anything about redistricting and they just
14 want the basics done so we just provide that information
15 so that they know -- they know what guidelines we use
16 for redistricting.

17 Q. AndI think you mentioned -- you mentioned as
18 far aswhat the basic rules are that you would convey to
19 your clients, something about how you can't put all the
20 minority voters, you know, together in asingle

21 district. You can't spread them all out across

22 different districts, and then you can't have weird

23 shapes| think were the three | heard.

24 Isthat right? And if so, does -- does any

25 other sort of basic rule come to mind?
Page 23

1 are-- thisisjust the general things we tell our
2 clientsto try to make districts that are -- that --
3 that don't create issues for them. That'sjust, as|
4 said, general guidelinesthat we provide and mostly we
5 try to explain thisiswhat we're using. So when they
6 seeadidtrict, they're going to -- and ask us why did
7 you draw it thisway, that's the guidelines that we use.
8 Now, sometimes they go along with it. Sometimes they
9 havetheir own ideas. It variesfrom locality to
10 locdlity.
11 Q. Sothesegenera guidelinesthat you would
12 provide to them, it sounds like you're saying here's --
13 here'swhat's -- here's sort of the -- the rules or the
14 principles Citygate is going to follow when it's
15 drafting a map for you and then they can ask questions
16 or use different criteria?
17 A. Wadll, if they've hired usto -- to draw the --
18 draw it for them, we're going to use -- we explain our
19 -- our standard process, our typical process. Then if
20 they have any issues, they'll bring it up. If not,
21 well draw adraft plan. They'll look at it and they
22 will make -- they will make suggestions and then we make
23 adjustments as long as the population deviation state
24 where they are supposed to then -- then we follow --

25 we -- we draw the map for them.
Page 25
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1 In -- before -- before the last cycle when
2 Section 5 was an issue, we had -- in areas that we had
3 to get the plan submitted to the Justice Department,
4 there were more hard fast rules as to what we had to do
5 and what was allowed and what the Justice Department
6 would accept. Since that's not a -- that was not an
7 issueinthislast cycle, then -- then we didn't really
8 haveto worry about that. So it was alittle bit more
9 stick to the population and don't create obvious errors
10 that -- that you could get sued for, but that's -- as |
11 said, it'sjust arecommendation. Sometimes they accept
12 it. Sometimesthey don't.
13 Q. Sointhe--inthe--1 guessyou're saying
14 there's -- there's been a change with Section 5
15 requirements. Sort of -- do you know when that change
16 happened?
17 A. I'msurel do somewhere written and | have the
18 dates and the cases and al that, but | don't remember
19 it off the top of my head. | just remember it was not
20 anissueinthislast cycle.

21 Q. Gotit. Likein-- meaning in the 2021
22 redistricting?

23 A. That'scorrect.

24 Q. Okay. Sothese-- it soundslike-- so

25 Citygate would say in its consulting services, here are
Page 26

1 intentionally disadvantage minority voters. Apologies.

2 Isthat what you said as sort of this last
3 criteria?
4 A, Yes.

5 Q. Gotit. Couldyou tell usalittle bit more
6 about, like, what that means or how you measure that?
7  A. It'snot ameasurement for it. It's--
8 there's different ways of -- different ways of people --
9 historically of disadvantaged minorities. They either
10 pack them into asingle district or they split them up
11 into multiple districts so that they can have a majority
12 minority district. That's one of the ways that
13 historically minorities have been disadvantaged.
14 Q. Andinyour -- in Citygate's consulting
15 practice, fair to say that you tried not to do that when
16 you were drawing maps?
17  A. When we are drawing maps, there are certain
18 timeswhen it's not possible to do that, so it's -- you
19 know, you have situations where -- where minorities are
20 concentrated in an area and because of physical features

21 or because of whatever geography you happen to have, you
22 end up with what looks like a packing situation or -- or
23 asituation where you split them up, but we don't

24
25

intentionally do it. So we don't -- we don't force

create districts, go out of our way to create districts
Page 28

the basic principles that we're going to follow with
respect to drawing your map and then would -- would draw
amap and the client would have questions or concerns
and could ask you to do differently. At ahigh level;
isthat right?
A. Yes

7 Q. Sothe--inthe--inthe Citygate sort of

8 these are -- these are our principles, here's what --

9 here'swhat we generally try to do, what are those when
10 you're drawing amap?
11  A. Generally wetry to make them as closeto
12 equal population as possible and we try to stay as close
13 to the existing district as possible, make the least
14 amount of changes and we try to keep neighborhoods
15 together, communities of interest together, and we don't
16 intentionally disadvantage minoritiesin the voting

o U1 WN PR

17 process.
18 Q. Gotit.
19 (Audio interruption.)

20 MR. PIERCE: I'm sorry, | think someoneis
21 speaking. Someoneisnot on mute. If you can go on
22 mute. Arkie, | think you're not on mute. Okay. Sorry
23 about that.
24 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) So, Mr. Hejazi, you were
25 saying -- oh, okay. Not to -- | mean, not to
Page 27

1 that -- that create that condition.
2 Q. Soyour consulting map drawing services, you
3 would never try to dilute minority voting power.
4 Sometimesit might look like that based on the map, but
5 infact, there would be something else going on that
6 would require that particular splitting of the minority
7 population?
8 A. Inour--in--inour process, we don't try
9 tointentionally create thoseissues. | don't know -- |
don't know that it's ever happened where it looked like
it or not. It's possible. We've been doing thisfor
amost 35 years, so it's possible that it's happened,
but | cannot recall off the top of my head. We
generaly try not to do it.

Q. And | know -- | think you testified earlier
that Citygate would explain to its client as part of its
consulting services, here's -- you know, here's the
principles we're following, welll draft the map and then
the client could sort of override that and say, you
know, no, we want you to do it thisway or oh, we want
to you do it this other way.

As part of Citygate's consulting services, did

any client ever tell you, you know, we want to dilute
minority voting power?

A. No.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 Q. Andif we shift to Arkansas, did -- did

2 Citygate ever have Arkansas as a consulting client?

3 A. ldon'tbeieveso.

4 Q. And-- and did Citygate ever give Arkansas

5 this sort of training related to the -- you know, |

6 think earlier you said rules, now it's more like, you

7 know, principles or guidelines about dilution of

8 minority voting power and similar topics?

9 A. No, | don't -- | don't believe so.
10 Q. Okay. Okay. So can you describefor usthe
11 times when Citygate has worked with Arkansasin
12 connection with congressional redistricting?
13  A. I don't know that | know when that is.
14 Q. What would help -- what would help you know
15 what that is?
16  A. |don't know that thereis anything that would
17 help for me to know that, because we provided the State
18 of Arkansas software to do redistricting at state and
19 congressiona and local -- for localities. | don't know
20 when they used it for what purpose.
21 Q. Gotit. Soyou-- Citygate licensesits
22 softwareto Arkansas. The software can be used for
23 local, state, congressional districts. So your
24 testimony isyou know that you licensed them the

25 software that had these capabilities, but you can't
Page 30

1 we licensed to them on the -- on the internet and how it
2 wasused. | don't-- | simply don't recall. Wehad a
3 lot of clients and Arkansas was one of them. So | don't
4 fully know what they implemented and what they didn't
5 implement. It'sin the documentsthat | provided you as
6 far aswhat we sold them. Again, | don't know what was
7 implemented, but we have several web applications.
8 One of them allows plans to be placed online
9 and then members of the public to view it and place
10 comments on the map as far as positive or negative
11 comments.
12 Q. Soyou are confident that Citygate licensed
13 AutoBound to Arkansas in connection with redistricting
14 work. You're not sure whether Citygate licensed its
15 online software to Arkansas, and even if it did, you
16 wouldn't be sureif or how Arkansas actually used it?
17  A. Correct. I'mfairly certain that we did
18 license online technology to Arkansas. | couldn't tell
19 you -- | wasn't -- ther€'s -- there's situations where
20 -- where we go in and make modifications to the software
21 specifically for things that the client wants, so then |
22 would be more familiar with what they are and are not
23 doing. | don't recall that with -- with Arkansas, so |
24 couldn't speak of whether they -- they implemented it or
25 not, and if they did, what specifically they
Page 32

1 speak to ultimately exactly what they -- what they used
2 itfor?
3 A. That'scorrect.
4 Q. Okay. Canyou tell usthe -- the different
5 time periods when Citygate licensed this software to
6 Arkansas?
7 A. | believewe -- we -- we licensed software to
8 them in the 1990 redistricting cycle, the 2000
9 redigtricting cycle. Actualy, maybe not 1990. At
10 least 2000, 2010 and 2020.
11 Q. Gotit. And other than licensing -- and |
12 guess when we say software, what software are we talking
13 about?
14  A. Sowehaveaproduct called AutoBound, which
15 isaredistricting application and it's evolved
16 obviously over the 30 years that we've had it, so that's
17 the software.
18 Q. Other than AutoBound, any other software that
19 Citygate has licensed to Arkansas in connection with
20 redistricting?
21 A. Yes, | believe we also licensed to them our
22 web-based application that allows commenting on plans.
23 Q. Describethe -- the web-based application
24 including its name.

25 A. Tobehonest, | don't actually remember what
Page 31

1 implemented.
2 Q. Other than AutoBound and the corresponding
3 onlinetooal, anything else that Citygate licensed to
4 Arkansas in connection with the -- the 2021
5 redistricting?
6 A. Weprovided them a census data, which was part
7 of the software, and then we provided technical support
8 for use of the software.
9 Q. Gotit. Soother than the -- other than the
10 AutoBound software, the web-based application, the
11 census data and the technical support of the -- of all
12 those three, anything else that Citygate provided to
13 Arkansasin connection with the 2021 redistricting?
14  A. Notthat| recall.
15 Q. Andyou mentioned the census data. Were you
16 -- when Citygate provides the census data to Arkansas,
17 how doesit do that? Areyou loading it into AutoBound
18 or are you, you know, sharing the data with them and
19 they're -- they're supposed to ingest it?
20 A. Thesoftware has the ability to download and
21 ingest the census data directly, but that processis
22 time consuming, so we generally run that data and create
23 the database and we make it available online.
24 Q. Does-- Citygate runs and processes the data

25 and then you would let Arkansas know that now it's ready
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1 for download and then your -- your clients would
2 download it and it would be ingested into the AutoBound?
3 A Yes
4 Q. Anddoes Citygate have visibility into who --
5 you know, is downloading the --the data, who is using
6 the datawithin Arkansas or isit just that, you know,
7 per thelicense, they have a certain number of AutoBound
8 licenses and those -- those ones are allowed to -- to
9 ingest the data?
10 A. No, we makethe data available publicly, so
11 anybody can download it.
12 Q. Gotit. And does-- does Citygate keep a
13 record of who's downloaded which data sets?
14  A. No,wedon't. It'sjust made public.
15 Q. Gotit. Other than census data, any other
16 data setsthat Citygate shared with Arkansasin
17 connection with the 2021 redistricting?
18 A. Notthat | recal.
19 Q. Andthe mechanism you described for the census
20 data, pleasetell meif I'm wrong, but isthat Citygate
21 would basically, you know, publicly share it and then
22 Arkansas could, you know, download it, incorporate it
23 into their AutoBound software. Isthat -- isthat fair?
24 A. Yes

25 Q. Werethere any non-public transmissions of
Page 34

1 believewedid it for lllinois. | think those are the
2 ones| remember, three to four --
3 Q. Fairtosay that -- fair to say that if
4 Citygate's AutoBound clients would like political voting
5 datato beloaded into their AutoBound, that's something
6 that Citygate can and has hel ped with?
7 A. Yes
8 Q. ButArkansas, to your knowledge, did not ask
9 for help loading this type of datain the 2021
10 redistricting?
11  A. That'scorrect.
12 Q. Inyour experience, would it be likely that
13 Arkansas on its own without your knowledge and
14 involvement would load political data by itself into
15 AutoBound?
16 A. | couldn't speak to -- | mean, Arkansasisa
17 sophisticated state technologically, so if they wanted
18 to, | suppose they could do it, but | couldn't really
19 speak toif thisis something they would have or
20 wouldn't have done.
21 Q. Yep. Would you -- maybe it was a bad
22 question. Let me ask it a better way.
23 Would you expect them to, you know, ask you
24 for help or assistance in doing that?

25 A. |don't know that | would have expected it or
Page 36

1 data setsto Arkansas in connection with the 2021
2 redistricting?
3 A. Notthat I recall.
4 Q. Did-- okay. Sodid Citygate make available
5 to or load for Arkansas, you know, political data?
6 A. Notthat | recal. I'mfairly certain we
7 didn't, but not -- not that | remember.
8 Q. Andwhen| say political data, how do you
9 understand that?
10 A. Resultsof voting and -- and voter data.
11 Q. Gotit. So Citygate didn't provide voter
12 data, results of voting to Arkansas in connection with
13 the 2021 redistricting?
14  A. Notthat | recall. That'safairly involved
15 processto generate that data, so if | had doneit, |
16 think | would have remembered it, but | don't -- | don't
17 recall having done that for them.

18 Q. Isit something that Citygate does or has done
19 for other state redistricting --

20 A. Yes

21 Q. --clients?

22 A. Yes, wehave donethat before.

23 Q. Which -- which states have you done that for?
24 A. Off thetop of my head, | think we did it for

25 Pennsylvania. We may have doneit for Virginia. |
Page 35

1 not expected it. | don't -- | don't -- | didn't have

2 any specific expectations that they would ask for help

3 or -- you have to also understand, when somebody asks a

4 question about a particular soft -- a particular

5 function of software, our normal processisto answer

6 the question and not ask them why they're asking it.

7 Q. Gotit. Andthat -- that -- how does that

8 relate to this question of political data?

9 A. Wadl,itasks-- they may have asked how do
10 you do -- how does this function work and | would have
11 explained it to them and then that would have been the
12 end of the conversation. So they may have been doing
13 thework -- they may have been asking it so they could
14 process political data or -- or they may have been
15 asking it asit related to something completely
16 different. | wouldn't know necessarily.
17 Q. Gotit. What you're saying isthat Citygate's
18 rulein providing technical support relating to
19 AutoBound isto answer questions users have, not to ask
20 about what's motivating the question or what the user
21 doeswith that information?
22 A. That'scorrect.
23 Q. Okay. You said Arkansas -- | believe you said
24 theword like sophisticated, you called them, like,

25 either a sophisticated client or they're sophisticated
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1 technologicaly. Could you sort of go into detail sort
2 of what you mean there?

3 A. | mean, they're -- they have aprofessional IT
4 staff.
5 Q. Incontrast to some of your other clients that

6 might not have as much, like, technical support?

7  A. Yeah, they are -- there are some states where

8 thework is done, the client is not a state legislature,

9 it'sapolitical party, and so in that particular case,
10 they may not be using the state's I T services. |
11 believein Arkansas, the state was involved in the -- a
12 configuration of the system, so they would have more
13 technical skill than other states that wouldn't involve
14 thelT staff.
15 Q. Okay. We're going to shift now into those --
16 basically that -- that list of topics.
17 A. Sure.
18 Q. Sowell -- we'll track through those and ask
19 you some questions about each of them and then we'll go
20 through -- | know you mentioned the documents. After
21 we're finished going through that initial set of
22 questions, we'll go through some of the documents.
23 Okay. Sofor therole of Citygate GIS, which
24 we've been calling Citygate in the State of Arkansas's

25 2021 congressional redistricting, | think we just went
Page 38

1 this; you know, how do | make areport; how do | make a
2 map, things like that. There's not auniform -- | mean,
3 first of al, | wouldn't be able to remember every
4 question from -- from they might have asked two years
5 ago and there could -- there was nothing -- there was no
6 question that | can recall that was out of the ordinary
7 other -- you know, that those -- that -- that seemed
8 likeindicate some unusua way the software was being
9 used, so they were just typical questions about
10 functionality of the software.
11 Q. Any questions about minority voters and either
12 putting them in the same district or separating them
13 about other -- into other districts, | believe you --
14 the topic you talked about alittle earlier?
15 A. No, that -- that would have been an unusual
16 question, because most -- most of the questions that we
17 receive on technical support, not just from Arkansas,
18 from everybody else, strictly deals with functionality
19 of software, not with, you know, what's a good way to
20 create aminority district. That -- that's a consulting
21 type question and it's not something that a technical
22 support contract covers.
23 Q. Gotit. Sodid they -- in these technical
24 support questions, did they ask about, like, the

25 information that would be displayed on the map drawer's
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1 through it, but it sounds like, at ahigh level,
2 Citygate provided to Arkansas licenses for software use,
3 AutoBound and aweb application and provided technical
4 support and provided the census data; is that right?
5 A. Yes
6 Q. Andanything else?
7 A. Notthat| recall.
8 Q. Who at Citygate was working primarily on the
9 Arkansas 2021 congressional redistricting work?
10 A. Itwasmysdf primarily.
11 Q. The-- okay. So Arkansas asaclient, what
12 did they -- you know, can you describe the types of
13 requests that you got from them in connection with the
14 2021 redistricting?
15 A. Therewould be requests for -- when you say
16 requests, you mean the technical support calls that they
17 would make?
18 Q. Yeah, let merephrase better. Can you just
19 describe the interaction -- so other than -- we know
20 about the -- you know, the licensing, the census data
21 and the technical support can you just describe your
22 interactions with folks at Arkansasin connection with
23 the 2021 congressional redistricting?
24 A. Typicaly they would ask questions about, you

25 know, particular functions of the software; how do | do
Page 39

1 screen when they're drawing a map in AutoBound?

2 A. They may have asked that.

3 Q. Didthey ask about the racial demographic

4 information that would be displayed on users' screens

5 when they're drawing a map in AutoBound?

6 A. |don'tspecifically recall them asking about

7 that. When you're working, again, the softwareis

8 customizable, so | don't know what they customize it to

9 display, but typically when you're working, it does show
10 some of the minority categoriesin it, but broken down
11 by district.
12 Q. Gotit. Sowe-- make sure I'm understanding.
13 Citygate can s&t, like, default settings in AutoBound,
14 but the -- you know, each end user is able to sort of
15 customize it themselves?

16 A. That's correct.
17 Q. Inyour -- | guessin your experience, do most
18 users customize the view or are most users sort of

19
20
21

sticking with the defaults?

A. That's-- | couldn't give you an answer on
that. 1 don't know what most usersdo. We provide --
22 it's a spreadsheet basically and we provide examples of
23 different configurations and | couldn't tell you what
24 people pick or if they changed it their own. | couldn't

25 really speak to that.
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1 Q. Whenyou're doing, you know, technical support
2 questions and you're seeing screenshots or you're doing
3 ascreen share and looking at their screen, in your
4 experience with that, you know, across clients, isit
5 something where you, when you see the screen, you know,
6 it'stypicaly pretty similar to the -- the default or
7 isit the case that often when you're looking at these
8 screensit's been -- you know, it's been wholly
9 customized and you barely recognize it?
10 A. Itvaries. Most of the times, people stick to
11 the -- to the standard interface, but it's-- it varies.
12 And also, it varies by plan, so it's not -- it's not
13 uniform by -- it's not uniform across the system. So if
14 they're making 20 different plans, they could have 20
15 different configurations.
16 Q. Meaning when the same user for the same
17 project like Arkansas's 2021 congressional
18 redidtricting, if they're working on multiple draft
19 maps, what you're saying is that the -- the view of auto
20 -- the AutoBound display could be different for each of
21 those maps?
22 A. It couldbe. | don't know that it would be,
23 but it -- | mean, again, it's -- it's -- if you imagine
24 aWord document, you can have 10 different documents

25 that look 10 different ways.
Page 42

1 A. That'sright.

2 Q. Okay. Okay. | want to confirm really quick,

3 | think your -- your prior testimony covered it, but

4 just to -- just to make sure that -- the work that city

5 did -- Citygate did for Arkansas in connection with the
6 2021 congressiona redistricting, did it include helping
7 to draw the maps?

8 A. No.

9 Q. Diditinclude, you know, proposing aternate
10 maps?
11 A. No.
12 Q. Diditinclude assessing -- assessing

13 Arkansas's draft maps, like, for example, whether

14 they're in compliance with any requirements?

15 A. No.

16 Q. Did Citygate provide advice on how to achieve
17 particular goals or particular partisan outcomesin a
18 district?

19  A. Notinany specific way.

20 Q. Inamoregenera way?

21  A. Ifitwasatechnical support question.

22 Q. Werethere any technical support questions

23 about how to achieve particular partisan outcomes that
24 you can recall?

25 A. | can'trecal -- | cannot recall that there
Page 44

1 Q. Yep. Understood. And then | think | heard
2 you testify earlier that -- with those caveats that
3 users can ultimately customize how AutoBound looks,
4 including with respect to each individual draft map, in
5 your experience doing the technical support, you know,
6 most of the time most users have, you know, the -- the
7 default AutoBound view set up?
8 A. Most of thetimes -- most of the timesiif
9 they're having some sort of issue, wetry to address the
10 issue using the default configuration so that we can
11 take out of the equation any customization they've done
12 that could be -- that could be the cause of the issue.
13 Sothefirst thing we typically do is go to a default
14 view and make sure everything is working right and set
15 up correctly.
16 So | would most often see the default view,
17 because that'sthe one I'm trying to -- trying to make
18 sureisrunning before | try to address whatever issue
19 they may specifically have. So | don't -- | don't want
20 to give you the false impression that people -- more
21 people customize it than not or more people use the

22 default version than not. | wouldn't know that
23 information.
24 Q. Gotit. | would need to ask, you know, an

25 actual end user --
Page 43

1 was any questions asked like that, but if it -- if we
2 would answer a question like that, it would have been in
3 the-- in the context of atechnical support question,
4 like how do | show minority numbers on districts,
5 something like that. And then we would explain, okay,
6 you push this button and this button and select this
7 field and that's how you see it, see that piece of
8 information.
9 So in that context, we would have answered it,
10 but we wouldn't have told them, okay, you know, move
11 this over here and move that over there to make it
12 minority district. That would -- that | am -- | am
13 certain we did not do.
14 Q. Gotit. Soyou gavetechnical support to
15 Arkansas, which might have included a question about how
16 particular data such asracial datais displayed, but
17 Citygate did not help Arkansas, you know, move minority
18 or black votersto, you know, particular areas to
19 achieve particular goals?
20 A. That'scorrect.
21 Q. Okay. Sowho -- | think you said on the-- on
22 the Citygate side, this engagement was primarily you.
23 Who were the primary folks you were working with on
24 the -- the client side?

25 A. Therewereafew people. Shelby Johnson was
Page 45
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1 the primary person that we interacted with, but there

2 was aso somebody -- there was a couple of people that |
3 regularly would call with questions or send emails. |

4 think | included everybody's emails.

1 technical support?

2 A. No, mostly -- mostly what they wanted to do
3 was produce hard copy maps, asfar -- if | recall

4 correctly.

5 Q. Andwithout -- | guess sort of without saying 5 Q. The Secretary of State's Office wanted to
6 their names, if -- if the answer isyes, did Citygate 6 produce hard copy maps?
7 directly engage with any legislators, any Arkansas 7 A. Yes
8 legidatorsin connection with the 2021 congressional 8 Q. Meaning, like, print out the maps from
9 redistricting work? 9 AutoBound?
10 A. Notthat | recal. | certainly don't recall 10 A. Yeah, they wanted to print the maps.
11 anybody calling and introducing themselves as a 11 Q. Didthey tell youwhy?
12 legidator. 12 A. No.
13 Q. Gotit. If westep back at ahigh level, 13 Q. Did Citygate help them print the maps?
14 anything different about Citygate's engagement with 14  A. | believel guided -- the software does that.

15 Arkansas on the 2021 congressional redistricting as
16 compared to Citygate's engagement with other statesin
17 connection with their congressiona redistricting?

15 They just needed -- needed the sizeto be larger. |

16 think they wanted 20 -- they wanted maybe 24-by-36-inch
17 maps, if | recall correctly. I'm just going by memory.

18 A. No. No, Arkansaswas -- was more of the -- 18 | may beincorrect, so | -- that's just what | remember.

19 they were more of the norm than they were an outlier. 19 Q. Other than printing large -- you know,

20 Q. Andif wecompare Citygate's work with 20 printing hard copy large maps, any other requests to

21 Arkansas in connection with the 2021 redistricting to 21 Citygate that the Secretary of State's Office made?

22 Citygate's prior work with Arkansas, any -- any 22 A. |didn't gothrough the emails. | just, as|

23 differences or any changes come to mind? 23 said, downloaded them and sent them -- sent them to you,
24 A. No, | worked with -- with Shelby before and 24 but they may have made -- had questions that they sent

25 worked with him again. 25 usasfar as how to do certain things or the

Page 46 Page 48

1 Q. Meaningyour -- your primary contact was
2 Shelby Johnson both in the 2021 redistricting work and

1 functionality for doing certain thingswasin -- wasin
2 the software. And | responded to by email or called

3 inthe prior congressional redistricting work? 3 them and answered whatever questions they had, but |
4  A. That'scorrect. 4 don't remember off -- | don't recall anything that stood
5 Q. Okay. Well goto Topic 2, whichis 5 out that's unusual.
6 Citygate'sinteraction with the Arkansas Secretary of 6 Q. Gotit. AndI'm not trying to, you know, quiz
7 State's Officein connection with the State of 7 you or anything. Obviously we have the emails. I'm
8 Arkansas's 2021 congressional redistricting. Did 8 asking you because sometimes, you know, things happen
9 Citygate work with any folks at the Secretary of State's 9 not in an email, or you know, over aphone call or -- or
10 Office? 10 other mechanism. So | want to make sure to get your --
11 A. | bdlieve so. 11 sort of your best recollection right now asyou're
12 Q. Canyoutell uswho those folks are? 12 testifying.
13  A. | can't remember the names off the top of my 13 So just to recap, it sounds like other than
14 head. During redistricting, we have many clientsand we | 14 help with printing maps and maybe the typical type of
15 basically field alot of technical -- technical 15 technical support questions that you get, any other
16 questions. | do believe there were people at the 16 requests from the Secretary of State's Officeto -- to
17 Secretary of State's Office that -- that we worked with 17 Citygate in connection with the redistricting work?
18 andif | go through my emails, | might be able to 18  A. Notthat | specifically remember. Nothing
19 identify them, but off the top of my head, | can't 19 that stands out.
20 remember the names. 20 Q. Andearlier welisted what Citygate did and

21 Q. Gotit. And-- and you remember -- well, let
22 me rephrase that.

21 did not do for Arkansas, meaning Citygate didn't help
22 draw maps, assess the maps, etcetera. Isthat al true

23 Any particular requests that the Secretary of 23 with respect to the -- the Secretary of State's Office
24 State's Office made that were different than the 24 aswell?
25 requests we just went through as far as for, you know, 25 A. That'scorrect.
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Q. Okay. We'l go next to Topic 3, whichis
Citygate's interactions with the Arkansas Department of
Transportation and Shared Services, Division of
Geographic Information Systems, often called TSSin
connection with the State of Arkansas's 2021
congressional redistricting. Can you describe the
interaction that Citygate had with -- with TSS?

A. | don't remember having any specific
interactions with them.

Q. Okay. For Topic 4, that's Citygate's
interaction with the Arkansas Bureau of Legidlative
Reappointment, BLR. Can you describe Citygate's
interactions with -- with BLR in connection with the
redistricting?

A. Sojustasa--just asagenera comment, |
don't know that | would have know specifically who was
with which department, so we may have interacted with
the individuals from question three and we may have
interacted with individuals from -- listed in Number 4
and | wouldn't have known that. They call, identify
themselves working with State of Arkansas under a
particular contract and ask questions and then we would
answer the questions.

24 We don't have avery -- because redistricting

25 isvery busy, we don't have an extremely complex process
Page 50
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1 Management Group or Terry Benham, do either of those
2 ring abell?
3 A. Wedidn't-- | definitely don't remember
4 speaking to anybody outside of -- of the state
5 meaning --
6 Q. Gotit. Sorry, you go.
7  A. If they -- if they contacted me saying I'm
8 with so-and-so company or so-and-so consulting group, |
9 don't recall having anybody identify themselveslike
10 that.
11 Q. Your best recollection isthat Citygate just
12 worked with Arkansas government employees, not third
13 parties like Impact Management Group or Terry Benham or
14 Richard Bearden don't ring bells?
15 A. Don'tring bellsand we are generally careful
16 with avoiding -- unless we're specifically told to work
17 with somebody, we generally avoid that, because we don't
18 want to inadvertently provide client-privileged
19 information to third parties we're -- where we don't
20 know who they are.
21 Q. Gotit. Andto -- to the best of your
22 knowledge as you sit here today, for the Arkansas 2021
23 congressional redistricting, no third parties come to
24 mind?
25 A. Nothird parties come to mind.
Page 52

1 for validating people asking questions. Most of the

2 times, we just want to get people going so that --

3 because redistricting is timelines, that they get to

4 where they need to go as quickly as possible and end up
5 happy with the general results as far as our

6 participation goes.

7 MR. BRASCHER: Hey -- hey, Michadl, realy

8 quick, BLR is Bureau of Legidative Research.

9 MR. PIERCE: Thank you for clarifying that.
10 MR. BRASCHER: Yeah.

11 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) | wasjust going to say,

12 Mr. Hejazi, you like me, you don't have a-- you know, |
13 know you don't have, like, an org chart of the different
14 Arkansas governmental entities, so | -- if | can repeat
15 what | heard just to that I'm tracking, which is that

16 from Citygate's perspective, you have a contract with
17 Arkansas. You're then getting alot of technical

18 support questions. You're just trying to field the

19 questions. You're not as much paying attention to this
20 person iswith this particular division, this other

21 personiswith this other particular division such that

22 thedistinctions| just laid out between BLR and TSS are
23 not onesthat you were really tracking.

24 A. Definitely not.

25 Q. Okay. Same question asto -- does Impact
Page 51

1 Q. What about -- would members of the public also
2 fitinthere? Any working with -- did Citygate interact
3 with, like, Arkansas voters as opposed to Arkansas state
4 government employees?
5 A. Inthecontext -- in-- again, | don't
6 specifically remember, but in other states, we've had
7 members of the public contact us.
8 Q. Sowhen Citygate is contracted with other
9 states not Arkansas, there has been interaction between
10 Citygate and the public. Wastherethat -- let me
11 rephrase.
12 Did Citygate interact with the public in
13 connection with the Arkansas 2021 redistricting?
14 A. | don'trecal specificaly, but if they -- if
15 they implemented the commenting part of the software
16 wherethey can publicly place plans or comment on plans
17 that were placed online, it's possible that members of
18 the public would have called to say something like, you
19 know, | put a comment and it's not showing up, something
20 like that, and that happens.
21 Q. Meaningif Citygate licensed to Arkansasthis
22 -- you know, the online product, that then members of
23 the public used to comment on a draft map, you're saying
24 there's a chance that a member of the public could have

25 had atechnical issue and then called Citygate to help
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1 with that technical issue?

2 A. Yes it'spossible. That has happenedin

3 other states. | don't know that it happened here. |
4 don't have any specific recollection of it happening
5 here, but I'm just saying it has happened before.

6 Q. Gotit. And other than that type of technical
7 support access question from the public, any other

9 Arkansas congressional redistricting?
10  A. Notthat | canremember. I'm not -- | can't
11 guarantee that we didn't have calls about, you know,

13 that was -- went beyond just one phone call.

14 Q. Okay. Well goto Topic 6 then, whichis
15 Citygate'srole in communicating with, training or
16
17
18
19 in connection with the State of Arkansas's 2021
20 congressiond redistricting.

21 So I'll pause for a second before | ask you a
22

Representatives and/or legidative staff members

24 -- with legislatorsif you had any, but | will ask if

8 interactions with the public in connection with the 2021

12 where can | download data, things like that, but nothing

advising members of the Arkansas State or House of

regarding redistricting software in preparation for or

question, which isjust I'm not going to ask you about
23 the contents of specific conversations with legislators

1 recollection hereisthat Citygate did these sort of
2 specid legislator trainings for other states, but not
3 for Arkansas in connection with the 2021 congressional
4 redistricting?
5 A. Notthat | recal. It'spossiblethat we did
6 it, but | do not recall.
7 Q. Okay. And asyou sit here today, you know,
8 your best recollection, did any Arkansas legislator or
9 legidlative aide ask Citygate how to view or access
10 racia demographic information?
11 A. Notthat | recall specificaly.
12 Q. Didany Arkansaslegislator or legislative
13 aide ask Citygate how to view political voting data?
14  A. Notthat | remember specifically. If it was
15 something that was asked over email, | might have
16 responded to it and provided the steps and link to the
17 directions on the -- on our -- on our support site, but
18 as| said, | don't remember specifically.
19 Q. Gotit. Sol'll -- I'll rephrase to make sure
20 I'mtracking, which is asyou sit here today, your --
21 your best recollection isthat Citygate didn't have
22 these interactions with legislators or legislative aids,
23 but they -- you know, they -- questions could have come
24 in over email or there -- let me pause there.

4 training to Arkansas. You don't know exactly who
5

Citygate and an Arkansas Senate or House of
Representative legislator?

A. Not specifically that | can recall.

Q.
meet with state legislators?

A. Sometimes.

Q. When that happens, can you describe those
14 interactions?
15 A. Sometimesthey set up training specificaly
16 for the -- for the legidators.
17 Q. Canyou describe those trainings?
18

6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13

20 for -- for members of the legislature if they wanted t
21 submit their own plans. So we would just set up a
22 training session and it would be allittle bit simpler,
23 because we don't get into more technical things, and
24 show them the basics of how to create a plan.

25 Q. Gotit. Andisityour -- your best

25 you had any, if that -- if that distinction makes sense? 25 Isthat right?
Page 54 Page 56
1 A. Yes 1 A. Yes andit'svery possible -- we also go to
2 Q. Okay. Sol believeyour testimony previously 2 conferences. It'svery possible for members of the

3 wasthat you provided -- you meaning Citygate, provided

attended that training so there -- there could have been
alegidlator. Other than that, any interactions between

In your other state engagements, does Citygate

A. Wejust did -- we just show how the software
19 works. They would have training that was specifically

(0}

Page 55

3 legiglature to come up and ask questions. | wouldn't be
4 able to necessarily identify them. They would just come
5 and say, hey, I'm with Arkansas, thisis my question and
6 we would answer it.
7 Q. Gotit. That makessense. You don't aways,
8 you know, know the -- the job or &ffiliation of everyone
9 you'retalking to at a conference. Fair to say, though,

10 that sort of asyou sit here today, to your knowledge,

11 there's not a specific interaction between Citygate and

12 an Arkansas legislator or legislative aide in connection

13 with the 2021 congressional redistricting?

14  A. Notthat | recall.

15 Q. Okay. Well go to topic -- we'll go to Topic

16 7 and spend a few minutes there and then maybe we can

17 take our first quick break, if that sounds okay?

18 A. Sure

19 Q. Okay. So Topic 7 isthe integration of

20 population data, including long demographic and

21 political parameters into the redistricting software,

22 specifically including autoBound EDGE used for the state

23 of Arkansas's 2021 congressional redistricting.

24 Could you sort of just walk us through your

25 understanding of that question?
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1 A. Iguessyoureasking ushow that processis 1 data set, which ends up being about three hundred and
2 done? 2 some columns of data, 312 | think columns of data, which
3 Q. Yeah, I think -- | think that'sright. So can 3 shows all the different categories of the racial
4 you just describe the population data that Citygate made 4 categories. Then it shows them by the total population
5 available for download by Arkansasin connection with 5 versus voting age population, and then it showsit by
6 the 2021 redistricting? 6 Hispanic versus non Hispanic and then voting age versus
7  A. Sothe Census Bureau produces the geography 7 non-voting age.
8 data, which isthe boundaries of blocks and precincts 8 Q. Thankyou. Thedifferent waysto slice and
9 and counties and number of other layers of data that 9 dice the demographic answers, it sounds like there's an
10 they collect. Then they release the population data a 10 answer that would correspond to, like, asingle race,
11 year later and then we go through a process of matching 11 black, non Hispanic, you know, person who fills out the
12 the population data to each of the layers of geography 12 census, but then there's other -- other combinations
13 and tests to make sure they total up correctly, and then 13 where someone could choose black and they could also
14 we make that data available as| said online using the 14 choose Hispanic or something else.
15 format that the software uses. 15 How does AutoBound's default view showing
16 Q. Gotit. 16 racial demographics, what -- what -- what isit used to
17 A. That'sthe -- that's the population data. 17 show the black demographics?
18 Q. Sothe-- andisthat the same answer with 18 A. Wedon'trealy show -- soreally our job
19 respect to the -- the demographic and racial data? 19 isn't to show what is black and what is not black. We
20 A. Wadll, the demographic and racial datais 20 simply show what is on the data from the Census Bureau.
21 included in the population data. 21 So, you know, our default spreadsheet, we show different
22 Q. Gotit. Is--isthat the only datathat 22 combinations. | don't remember how many there are off
23 Citygate made available for Arkansas to download in 23 the top of my head, but we show different combinations
24 connection with the 2021 redistricting? 24 of individuals that singularly picked African American,
25 A. Yes | believe so. 25 Asian, Hawaiian, Pacific |slander, American Indian and
Page 58 Page 60
1 Q. The-- andisthisdatasort of the standard 1 Alaskan, Samoan, | think those were the different
2 datathat Citygate uses for -- that Citygate used for 2 categories.
3 its 2021 redistricting work with other states? 3 So we show all theindividuals. Then we show
4 A. Yes 4 al the people that selected one or moreraces. Then
5 Q. Didthe other states Citygate worked with for 5 other people (Zoom distortion) and then we show the over
6 2021 congressional redistricting request different data 6 18, meaning voting age population and then we also show
7 that reflected racial demographics? 7 Hispanic and non Hispanic. So we're not aggregating
8 A. No, thereisn't any other data. 8 anything. We'rejust showing what's in the data.
9 Q. Gotit. Doyou know how this -- this census 9 Q. Inthe--intheAutoBound software --
10 datadefinesblack asa-- asaracial group? 10 A. Correct.
11  A. It'safairly complicated processthat the 11 Q. --iswhat you'retalking about?
12 Census Bureau uses and | would definitely refer you to 12 A. Correct.
13 them, because that's the -- that's the source for the 13 Q. Yeah, | guesswhat I'm trying to understand is
14 information, but in avery, very simplistic explanation, 14 understanding that the -- the census datais enormous, |
15 they break down the data asfar asracial data goesinto 15 think you said three hundred something columns, but you
16 one of six categories and then they combine them, so 16 need to make AutoBound user friendly in terms of you
17 because you can choose more than oneracial category on | 17 create this default view that | imagine doesn't have 300
18 the census form, the -- the results also show that -- 18 columns at the bottom of the screen.
19 show the information using the same -- same source. 19 Can you describe for us the -- the process for
20 So, for example, for blacks, you have 20 taking those 300 columns and displaying, you know, some
21 individuals who single -- chose asingle racial category 21 either more limited or aggregate information with
22 as African American and you have others who picked white| 22 respect to racial demographic information?
23 and black, others pick Hispanic and black and then 23  A. | don't know that we aggregate anything,
24 there's all different combinations of it, and all of 24 meaning we didn't add two columns together to make a new
25 that stuff ends up showing on the -- on the resulting 25 column.
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1 Q. Okay.

2 A. Sowejust simply showed the columns that are

3 most often populated.

4 Q. Andwhich--

5 A. Most people pick onerace, so those would tend

6 to be more -- more -- more common columns, but again, it

7 variesfrom state to state. You know, in--in--in

8 the Pacific Northwest, the columns are alittle bit

9 different than, let's say, the columns you might look in
10 if you're living in Oklahoma, so people change them. So
11 that'swhy I'm saying the default one just shows the
12 ones| just mentioned, the single race categories, and
13 then some information about -- about people that picked
14 one or two more -- two or more races and then we also
15 show the same information for Hispanic, non Hispanic,
16 sameinformation for -- for voting age and total
17 population.
18 Q. SoinArkansas-- an Arkansas 2021 user of the
19 AutoBound software, what would their default view
20 showing racial demographics be?
21 A. Default view would show -- I'm going to
22 actually bring one up so | can tell you the exact
23 numbers that show up, because | don't remember them off
24 thetop of my head and | don't want to -- it's -- the

25 information is available easy enough that | can actually
Page 62

1 what we're going to do here is my colleague Matthew is
2 going to take a screenshot of this spreadsheet and then

3 wewill introduce it as an exhibit just so it can be

4 clear sort of exactly what you have up on the screen and
5 the -- you know, that your testimony is going to be --

6 isgoingto betiedtoit. Soif we could do the --

7 yeah, thefirst tab and then maybe the second tab and my
8 colleague Matthew can take a screenshot of that second
9 tab.

10 A. Sure.
11 Q. Andthen--
12 A. Again, thisis-- | can't-- | can't speak to

13 whether Arkansas used this. Thiswasjust one of the
14 spreadsheets that came with the software.

15 Q. Gotit. So make sure I'm understanding it,

16 which isthat when Citygate |oaded the census data for
17 Arkansas in connection with the 2021 redistricting, this
18 spreadsheet reflects a default view of the data, and

19 what you're saying is the Arkansas end user could have
20 customized it to display something elsein their

21 particular AutoBound?
22 A. Correct. AndI'mlooking at my -- my
23 particular version of the software and | have 51

24 different spreadsheets.
25 Q. Okay.
Page 64

1 just tell you. That's what happens, | guess, when you
2 look at stuff four yearslater. Some of it isn't as
3 readily available as you thought. Let me -- give me one
4 second and find something here.
5 Q. Andareyou -- are you going through your old
6 emailsor what are you --
7  A. No,justlooking at the software. I'm looking
8 at the -- what the default spreadsheet looks like.
9 Q. Andcanyou -- could you share your screen
using that -- | think there's a green arrow near the
bottom of the Zoom?

A. Sure. If I canfindit| candothat. All
right. Give me one second. Let me-- dl right. So
that'swhat it looks like. Y ou would see the total
population. There would be some sort of atarget,
meaning the total population divided by the number of
districts. Then it shows the deviation from that and
the difference of many populate -- how many people you
have, and then there's white, black, Hispanic, minority,
which is -- which is everything other than white, and
then voting age and then racial demographicsasa
percentage of voting age population, again, white,
23 black, Hispanic.
24 Q. Thank you, Mr. Hgjazi. So just because the --

25 sort of the formalities of a deposition, | think what --
Page 63

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

1 A. Sothat'swhat I'm saying, even for me, | have
2 51 different onesthat | -- that | created. So this--

3 thisisthe default, but it is by no means necessarily
the one that they used.

5 Q. Gotit. And canwe go to that second tab for

N

6 asecond so my colleague can grab a--
7 A. Sure
8 Q. --shotof that? And thenif we could go to
9 the -- the third tab.
10 A. It'sbasicaly the same thing, just voting age
11 population.
12 Q. Gotit. Okay.
13 MR. GOLDSTEIN: I'm just going to need a

14 second for this one, so if we could just keep this up
15 for -- for just for a second.

16 THE WITNESS: Sure.
17 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Okay. Got that.
18 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Okay. Mr. Hejazi, if we

19
20
21
22

could go back to thefirst -- the first tab, population
goals.
MR. PIERCE: And so therecord is-- excuse
me, the record is clear, Mr. Hejazi brought up a spread
23 called default 2020 census dot --
24 THE REPORTER: I'm sorry -- I'm sorry,
25 Michael. Could you go back to what the spreadsheet is
Page 65
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1 caled? | lost part of your audio. 1 A. Yes
2 MR. PIERCE: Sorry, so Mr. Hejazi has pulled 2 Q. Okay.
3 up aspreadsheet titled Default 2020 Census.xIsx. Itis 3 MR. PIERCE: Matthew, do we want to put --
4 an Excel file with three tabs; population totals, racial 4 could you bring up the second -- the screenshot of
5 demographics and voting age. 5 the -- the second tab of the spreadsheet.
6 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Isthat right, Mr. Hgjazi? 6 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Yeah, | will introduce that in
7 A Yes 7 awhile. That should appear any second. Should bein
8 Q. And-- and this spreadsheet | believe you said 8 there now.
9 is-- represents the -- the default view that would have 9 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Okay. So, Mr. Hejazi, what
10 been in AutoBound for the 2021 congressional 10 -- | think what should be in the Exhibit Share now is
11 redigtricting for Arkansas as far as displaying racial 11 what's marked as Exhibit 3.
12 datafrom the census? 12 (Deposition Exhibit No. 3 was marked for
13  A. Correct. It would have been a starting point. 13 identification and made part of the record.)
14 Q. Gotit. Okay. 14 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) which isthe second tab of
15 MR. PIERCE: And so | think, Matthew, let us 15 the spreadsheet we were previously discussing; isthat
16 know when you can put the screenshots into Exhibit Share | 16 right?
17 and then well -- we'll switch to those -- 17  A. Yes
18 MR. GOLDSTEIN: They'reall in. They're ready 18 Q. And canyou similarly describe for usthe
19 to be introduced. 19 columns on the spreadsheet that correspond to black, the
20 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Okay. Great. Mr. Heazi, if 20 black individuals?
21 you could pull down the spreadsheet and then we will 21 A. It'sthesame. It'sthe sameinformation as
22 basically look at the same thing, but -- but just 22 what's on the first page -- | mean, first tab.
23 screenshots so it's sort of an easier record for us. 23 Q. Great. Okay. | think we can -- we can keep
24 A. Sure. 24 going then. Question, Mr. Hejazi, do you have any other
25 Q. Okay. Soif you go into Exhibit Share. 25 documents or data that -- that you were reviewing as
Page 66 Page 68
1 MR. PIERCE: And, Matthew, what -- are these 1 part of your testimony?
2 marked with a particular number? 2 A. No.
3 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thefirst tab will be Exhibit 3 Q. Okay.
4 2 andI'vejust put it in the folder. 4 MR. PIERCE: Okay. | think we can havea-- |
5 MR. PIERCE: Great. 5 think we can pause -- pause right now. It's| believe
6 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) So, Mr. Hejazi, can you open 6 11:45 Eastern. If we could take a 15-minute break and
7 up Exhibit 2? 7 return at 12 Eastern, we could then go for more or less
8 (Deposition Exhibit No. 2 was marked for 8 another hour and then maybe take alate lunch at 1:00
9 identification and made part of the record.) 9 Eastern.
10 A. Okay. 10 Does that work for you, Mr. Hejazi?
11 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) So Exhibit 2 isthefirst tab 11 THE WITNESS: Sure.
12 of that spreadsheet that you pulled up; isthat right? 12 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Let me get off the record,
13  A. Yes 13 everybody. We are off the record at 10:44 am.
14 Q. Sol seeonthat -- on Exhibit 2, it says-- 14 (A recess was taken from 10:44 am. to
15 it saysblack. Can you explain to uswhich of the 15 11:01 am.)
16 different census permutations leads to this black? 16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record
17 A. It'sblack alone. 17 at 11:01 am.
18 Q. Black done. Okay. So the -- the default 18 MR. PIERCE: Thanks, everybody.
19 view for an Arkansas 2021 congressional redistricting 19 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) So, Mr. Hejazi, we're going
20 map drawer in AutoBound would -- when it'sdisplaying | 20 to move to Topic No. 8, which is the integration of
21 information about black people, it's talking about black 21 voting data, including along demographic and political
22 aonefrom the -- the census data; is that rate? 22 parametersinto the redistricting software used for the
23 A. Yes. 23 State of Arkansas's 2021 congressional redistricting.
24 Q. Okay. Andisthat -- isthat the same for the 24 I know we -- we touched on this topic already
25 other tabsin that spreadsheet also go to black alone? 25 inyour testimony, but just to -- to reiterate, can you
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1 describe what voting data, if any, Citygate loaded into
2 AutoBound for the state of Arkansas's 2021 congressiona
3 redistricting?
4  A. Tomy knowledge, we didn't load anything.
5 Q. Gotit. AndI believe your testimony was that
6 it'spossible for Arkansasto itself load any data,
7 including voting data, into its own, like, into
8 AutoBound, but as far as-- you know, asfar as you
9 know, they didn't do that or at least didn't ask for
10 your help -- didn't ask for Citygate's help with it and
11 didn't ask Citygate questions about it?
12 A. Notthat| recall.
13 Q. Okay. Did Arkansasin prior years, meaning
14 prior to the 2021 redistricting work with Citygate to
15 load voting data?
16  A. Notthat | recall.
17 Q. Okay. For Topic 9 then, Topic 9isthe
18 functionality of the redistricting software specifically
19 including autoBound EDGE used for the State of
20 Arkansas's 2021 congressional redistricting, the
21 reports, analyses, and databases which could be
22 generated and the information which was accessible by
23 users of the software.
24 So, first, could you start just with sort of a

25 high level -- give us a high level overview of the types
Page 70

1 -- the census data, which included all those columns
2 that for you is-- it is different than what an Arkansas
3 user could actualy, you know, seein their AutoBound,
4 that would depend on how they configured it themselves,
5 but the default view within AutoBound of what they could
6 seewould be -- would correspond to Exhibits 2 and 3
7 that wejust discussed?
8 A. Yes
9 Q. Whatleve of granularity would autoBound EDGE
10 display in terms of racial demographics? So, like,
11 would it show thisinformation at the county level?
12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Would it show racial demographic information
14 at the precinct level?
15 A. Yes.
16 Q. Andwould it show racia demographic -- racial
17 demographic information at the census block level?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. I mean, how -- how did autoBound EDGE display
20 thisinformation on a-- on adefault view, meaning did
21 it update when a user drew adraft map?
22  A. Themap -- the boundaries that the -- that the
23 user would be created -- that the user would have
24 created could be constructed using any combination of

25 county, precinct and blocks, census blocks, and the
Page 72

1 of information regarding racial demographics that would
2 beavailable to the Arkansas users of AutoBound as part
3 of the 2021 congressional redistricting?
4  A. Itwould have been the same thing that the
5 Census Bureau produces as a -- as a part of their P.L.
6 90 -- the -- sorry, the redistricting data set that the
7 Census Bureau produces, 94 -- P.L. 94-171.
8 Q. Andthat was| believe what -- what were
9 Exhibits 2 and 3 -- Exhibits 2 and 3 showed what an
10 Arkansas user that had the default view of AutoBound
11 would have seen in terms of racial demographic
12 information?
13 A. No, your question was what data was provided
14 to them. The datathat was provided to them was the
15 same thing that the Census Bureau provided, which was
16 al of the columns of redistricting data.
17 The data that they would have elected to see
18 out of that data set was what -- what | was showing to
19 you in the spreadsheet as a-- as a starting point or as
20 adefault. They could have chosen something else to
21 see.
22 Q. Gotit. Sothat makessense. I'll just make
23 sureI'm understanding, which isthat the -- the
24 demographic data that Citygate made available to

25 Arkansas was the -- you know, the full set of the census
Page 71

1 totals would be shown for the district calculated across
2 all of those levels.
3 Q. Gotit. So--s0--pardon me. Asauser --
4 let mesee. So for the -- for AutoBound as it was set
5 up for the State of Arkansas 2021 congressional
6 redistricting, if an Arkansas user drew adraft map in
7 AutoBound, they would be able to see in AutoBound racial
8 information at the county, precinct and census block
9 level?
10 A. You'reasking the questionin away that -- in
11 away that doesn't -- doesn't -- isinconsistent with
12 the way redistricting is done. Y ou can see the data for
13 county, precinct and blocks whether you're drawing or
14 you're not drawing. It'sjust information -- you're
15 asking information.
16 When you draw a boundary, theinformationis
17 shown for the boundary that you've drawn. It doesn't
18 matter what it was made of.
19 Q. Gotit. Okay. Soisit the casethat -- let
20 metry to ask abetter question then. If an Arkansas
21 user drew -- drew aboundary at the county level, the
22 Arkansas user in AutoBound would be able to seeracial
23 demographics at the county level?
24 A. That'swhat I'm saying. It doesn't -- the --

25 once you draw the boundary, it doesn't really matter
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1 what you use to build it, you see the numbers for the
2 boundary. Whatever the -- whatever the geography was
3 used to make it isirrelevant to displaying the data.
4 The datais aways shown for the geography that is --
5 that makes up the district. Whether it's a county,
6 whether it's a county and a couple of blocks, whether
7 it'sacounty minus 10 blocks, whatever it is, that's
8 what the -- the numbers show the information for the
9 geography that you've drawn.
10 Q. | think | understand, but | want to try and
11 make sure, which isthat in AutoBound, the Arkansas user
12 could -- could draw a map and could draw the boundaries
13 of that map at the county level, precinct level or
14 census block level.

15 Is-- isthat part right?
16 A. Orany combination thereof.
17 Q. Gotit. Okay. Sothe Arkansas user could

18 draw the map boundary at the county level, precinct

19 level, census block level, or any combination of -- of

20 thosethree; isthat right?

21 A. That'scorrect.

22 Q. Okay. Sothe Arkansas user can draw the map
23 boundary in that way. Regardless of how they draw the
24 map boundary, the Arkansas user could see racial

25 demographic information at either the county level, the
Page 74

1 A. Andyou can't split blocks.
2 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to -- thank you for bearing
3 withme. I'mgoingtotry it again to seeif I'm
4 understanding, which isthat a user of -- you know, an,
5 Arkansas user of AutoBound in 2021, when they drew a
6 draft map in AutoBound, AutoBound would show them the
7 racia demographic information for the map that they
8 drew; isthat right?
9 A. Yes, for the-- for the district that they
10 drew.
11 Q. Forthedistrict that they drew. Okay. And
12 then separate from -- you know, separate from the map --
13 well, I guesslet me clarify. And they could draw that
14 map such that it -- it -- you know, it intersect -- you
15 know, it -- it cut -- let me see.
16 They could draw that map in AutoBound such
17 that it cuts through counties and precincts, but it has
18 to include whole census blocks; isthat right?
19 A. That'scorrect.
20 Q. Okay. Sothat's how they can draw the map and
21 regardless of how they draw the map, the -- AutoBound
22 will display the racial demographic information for the
23 map that they've drawn?
24 A. Forthedistrict that they've drawn.

25 Q. Forthedistrict that they've drawn. Okay.
Page 76

1 precinct level, or the census block level, isthat -- do
2 | have that right?
3 A. lIt'sirrelevant to the drawing part. That's
4 the -- that's the distinction. So when you're -- when
5 you're drawing the boundary, you simply see the totals
6 for that district. Y ou don't see how much was a county,
7 how much was a precinct, and how much was ablock. You
8 just seethetotal. That'sthe distinction.
9 Q. Cotit. So--
10  A. It'satrivia -- it'satrivia distinction,
11 but it isadistinction nonetheless and it -- it matters
12 only that when you're drawing, you can select from any
13 level of geography and it doesn't really matter, just
14 thetotals change.
15 Q. Soifyoure--if auser drawsa
16 congressional district and it cuts through a particular
17 -- you know, it has -- it cuts through a particular
18 county, a particular precinct, and particular census
19 blocks and they draw that draft congressional district,
20 does AutoBound display the racial demographics for the
21 -- thedistrict that they've just drawn?

22 A. Yes, and not for those pieces.
23 Q. Gotit. Okay. So--

24  A. Andyou can't split --

25 Q. Right.

Page 75

1 And then separate from the drawing, if the user just

2 wanted to see racia demographic data, they could see
3 that data in autoBound EDGE at the county level,

4 precinct level, and census block level; is that right?

5 A. That'scorrect.

6 Q. Okay. When auser in AutoBound has a draft
7 map and then they change the boundaries of that draft
8 map, does the racial demographic information

9 automatically, like, update or refresh?

10 A. Asthey changeit?

11 Q. Yes.

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Okay. Soif an Arkansas user drew a

14 particular draft map, AutoBound would display the racial
15 demographic information and then if that user changed
16 the boundaries of that draft map, the AutoBound software
17 would update the racial demographic information to

18 reflect the new district; isthat right?

19  A. Hypotheticaly, that's correct, but it's not

20 -- | don't know that they did that. They could have had
21 -- they could have configured it so they're not looking

22 at racial demographics. | can't testify to whether they
23 did or did not do that.

24 Q. Gotit. Understood.

25 A. Oka.
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1 Q. Butwhat weresaying isthat you can -- you
2 can testify asto how the software is set up and its
3 functionality or not --
4  A. Correct. | cantestify to the software -- how
5 the software could be set up if they had racia
6 demographics on and they drew a district, the -- the
7 population information would update, as well as any
8 other columns of datathat they choseto display. That
9 includes demographics or anything else they chose to
10 display.
11 Q. Gotit. Andsol think you can -- correct me
12 if I'm wrong, you can a so testify to the -- the default
13 AutoBound settings that were loaded for the State of
14 Arkansas's 2021 congressional redistricting; is that
15 right?
16 A. Yes, that isthe default that comes with the
17 software.
18 Q. Okay. Sojust to make sure my -- my
19 understanding is clear, the default AutoBound settings
20 that were used -- let me -- let me start again.
21 The default AutoBound settings for the
22 AutoBound that was licensed to Arkansas in connection
23 with the 2021 congressional redistricting, those default
24 settings would display racia information for draft maps

25 that the user created and would update that racial
Page 78

1 particular AutoBound?
2 A. lcan't--yes | can't comment on what
3 individual users configured the system to view. | can't
4 even comment between users. Soif you -- if you make a
5 map on one system and you start to show minority or
6 whatever formulation you decide to view and then you
7 take that map over to somebody else's machine that has
8 configured theirs differently, then the information --
9 theinformation about racial demographics or whatever
10 the other first person had won't display on the second
11 person's computer.
12 Q. Asfar asthedefault settingsin AutoBound
13 coupled with the data that Citygate made available to
14 Arkansas in connection with the 2021 congressional
15 redistricting, isit fair to say that the default
16 AutoBound setting with that data would display as users
17 were drawing draft maps, racial demographic information
18 about the districts they were creating and would not
19 display information about voting patterns?
20 A. If--yes butl -- wewere-- you're--
21 you're -- you're very much tying things to the default
22 version. It wasreally the starting point version. So
23 most people customize things, so | don't know that |
24 would necessarily call it the default version. It's

25 much more the starting point that we provided, just
Page 80

information if the user changed the borders of the draft
map; isthat right?

A. That's generaly correct.

Q. Okay. If I'm trying to understand it on a
basic level, isit -- isit fair to describe the -- the
racial information, the default view -- let me start
again.

Isit fair to describe the default setting of
AutoBound in terms of displaying racial demographic
information on the bottom of the screen as a sort of
ticker that will update automatically when the user, you
know, draws a draft map or changes an existing draft
map?

A. Assuming -- assuming that the user has
configured the system to show that information. All
information that's shown in that spreadsheet is updated
as maps are changed.

Q. Yeah, so AutoBound updatesit in real time --

A. Correct.

20 Q. --butif -- yeah, so whatever information the
21 user has decided to display is updated in real time as

© 00N UL WDN PR
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22 they're changing draft maps, etcetera?
23 A. Yes
24 Q. Andyour pointis, you can't know what any

25 individual user configured -- how they configured their
Page 79

1 something that if they wanted to edit, they would have
2 something to start with.
3 | don't know, as| said, whether Arkansas did
4 or did not changeit or what they did to it, but if they
5 didn't changeit, then that is correct. They would --
6 it would show the spreadsheet that we looked at earlier.
7 Q. Gotit. Soyou're--you're more comfortable
8 with framing it as a starting point as opposed to a
9 default, because it was -- your understanding is that
10 many users customize their -- their view within
11 AutoBound?
12 A. More people customize it than didn't customize
13 itasfar as-- asfar as| saw.
14 Q. Gotit. Gotit. Okay. Butthe--if | try
15 and recap again using the -- your preferred language,
16 it'sthat the -- the AutoBound software was sort of the
17 sarting -- the starting -- I'm sorry, what -- what did
18 you call it? It wasn't the default. 1t was --
19 A. Start-- it wasastarting point.
20 Q. Starting point. Okay. So the information--
21 the AutoBound software for the State of Arkansasin the
22 2021 redistricting, as a-- you know, asan initia
23 starting point, it would display racial demographic
24 information when a user was drawing a draft district, it

25 would update that information if they change the draft
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1 district and it did not include -- the starting point 1 A. That'scorrect. | don't recall that we did
2 did not include any similar information about voting 2 that for -- for State of Arkansas.
3 patterns? 3 Q. Soisitright that the -- the starting point
4 MR. BRASCHER: I'mjust going to object to the 4 for the AutoBound software that was licensed to Arkansas
5 form. 5 would be the -- an Arkansas user when they're drawing a
6 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Sorry, Mr. Hejazi. Let me-- 6 draft map in AutoBound, AutoBound would not display
7 let metry that again. The -- the starting point for 7 information about voting?
8 the autoBound EDGE software that Citygate licensed to 8 A. No, by default, it would not. By, you know,
9 the Arkansas -- to Arkansas for the 2021 redistricting, 9 using the -- the installation of the software without
10 the starting point for the view of that software was to 10 making any changesto it, it would not display any
11 display racial demographic information when auser drew | 11 voting data.
12 adraft district or updated a draft district; is that 12 Q. Gotit. Okay. We're now going to shift to
13 right? 13 going through some more exhibits, so these -- most of
14  A. Thestarting point -- the starting point was 14 these are going to be part of the set of emailsyou
15 the spreadsheet that | -- that | showed -- that | -- 15 shared with us.
16 that we -- that | showed you and was entered into 16 MR. PIERCE: So I'll ask my colleague Matthew
17 exhibit. | have -- the users could start with that. 17 to put in the Exhibit Share | think, Matthew, what is
18 They could make a modification before they drew plans. 18 Exhibit 4 now?
19 They could make a modification once they started drawing | 19 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Yeah, Exhibit 4. 1t will be
20 plans. They could make the modification at the end to 20 up in amoment.
21 review their plans. 21 (Deposition Exhibit No. 4 was marked for
22 So there's -- that's the reason why I'm 22 identification and made part of the record.)
23 cdling it a starting point is because we just provided 23 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. Mr. Hejazi, are
24 something so that they wouldn't start something and have | 24 you able to access that?
25 no data showing. 25 A. It'snot loaded yet. Okay. Thereit goes.
Page 82 Page 84
1 Q. Understood. Sothe--the-- the starting 1 Q. Okay. Exhibit 4 isadocument with a Bates
2 point of the software, understanding that users could 2 stamp ending in 14078. It'san August 13, 2020, email
3 modify it a any time, was to display the racial 3 chain between you and various Arkansas employees with
4 demographic information when a user drew a draft 4 the subject Availability of 2020 Census For Usein
5 district and -- and to update that information when the 5 AutoBound EDGE; is that right?
6 user revised the draft district? 6 A. Yep
7 A. Yes 7 Q. Do you recognizethis email chain?
8 Q. Andthe-- the starting information for the 8 A. Not specifically, but | -- it's from me --
9 AutoBound software did not include that similar 9 from meto Shelby, so I'm -- | recognize it generally.
10 information for voting patterns? 10 Q. Great. Canyou take asecond to review it and
11  A. Itwouldn't include the information for voting 11 then sort of explain to us what's going on at this point
12 patterns because voting patterns are -- are, by their 12 in time with respect to autoBound EDGE and the Arkansas
13 definition, different from state to state. 13 redistricting?
14 Q. Different from state to state meaning? 14  A. | believethisisabout the fact that the data
15 A. Well, some states will hold elections at 15 from the Census Bureau was made available and we
16 different times and will -- some -- the field names are 16 processed it and put it on our download site, aswell as
17 going to be different from state asto state, so it's 17 upgrade the software to work with it.
18 not -- it's an entirely localized data set, so it is not 18 Q. And canyou walk usthrough what this new
19 something that we can pre-define. 19 census data was, what the update was?
20 Q. Gotit. Sowith respect to the starting point 20 A. Becauseof COVID, the datawaslate. You can
21 of the AutoBound software that was licensed to Arkansas, | 21 seethisisdated August 13. Normally the census data
22 | -- | believe your -- your testimony was that you 22 issupposed to be out in April, and because of the
23 didn't -- you didn't recall Citygate providing Arkansas 23 lateness, | believe we had made available for states
24 with voting information as part of the 2021 24 that wanted to play around with the software, but we did
25 congressional redistricting; is that -- is that right? 25 not have the -- because of the census data not being
Page 83 Page 85
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1 available, didn't have data.
2 We made the American Community Survey Data
3 available and we made the software be able to work with
4 that, with the CS data, and then -- so thisis talking
5 about the fact that the PL datais now available and the
6 software has been upgraded to work with the correct
7 version of the census data and thisis the procedure to
8 downloading the data and the -- the software.
9 Q. Soasof, you know, August 13th, 2021, once
10 the Arkansas users downloaded the Census Bureau data,
11 the data that would bein their AutoBound, including the
12 demographic data, would -- you know, would update to be
13 this more current data?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Andthese--thesefolkslisted inthe--in
16 the"to" line, could you just sort of describe who each
17 of them are and interactions you had with them?
18 A. Idon't-- | mean, theonly namethat |
19 recognizeis Shelby. Whoever else was on there was
20 probably individualsthat | were -- we were asked to
21 include in our communication.
22 Q. Gotit. Andthe--that fourth sentencein
23 your -- in your paragraph -- or in your -- in your email
24 that says, "If you wish to add political data or modify

25 the database, you can download the entire processing
Page 86

1 know when you can see the exhihit.

2 A. Yesh, it'snotthereyet. All right. Got it.

3 Q. Okay. Exhibit 5isadocument with a Bates

4 stamp ending in 14235. It'saJanuary 11, 2021, email

5 between you and Shelby Johnson with the subject Arkansas
6 Meeting With Bureau of Legisative Research; isthat

7 right?
8 A. Yes
9 Q. Do you recognizethis email chain?
10 A. Again, not specifically, but | do -- | -- it's

11 from meto Shelby regarding some sort of atraining or
12 questions that they had.

13 Q. Marty Garrity, the -- the director of the

14 Bureau of Legidative Research, can you explain Marty's
15 inthe Bureau of Legisative Research'srolein the

16 redistricting work as far as you know?

17 A. Other than being a user of the software, |

18 couldn't tell you what she did.

19 Q. Okay. Wewill pull up the next exhibit then.
20 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Plaintiff's

21 Exhibit 6.

22 (Deposition Exhibit No. 6 was marked for

23 identification and made part of the record.)

24 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) And, again, let me know when

25 you can seeit.
Page 88

1 folder which we used to generate your database.

2 Instructions on how to use this database are provided."
3 A. Yeah

4 Q. What did you mean by political data?

5 A. Voter dataor election results.

6 Q. Gotit. And--and | know we've talked about
7 this before, but -- pardon, to your knowledge, Arkansas
8 didn't have, asfar asyou know, political data--

9 excuse me, to their autoBound EDGE?

10 A. Yeah, thisemail didn't just go out to Shelby.
11 Thiswasin four -- this email was not specific to

12 Arkansas. Thisisjust onethat went out to everybody.

13 Q. Meaning Citygate's other clientsall --
14  A. Correct.
15 Q. -- got acopy and paste of thisemail to

16 Citygate's other clients?

17  A. Yeah, thiswasjust ageneral email that went

18 out to everybody.

19 Q. Gaotit.

20 MR. PIERCE: Okay. | think, Matthew, we can

21 pull up the next -- the next exhibit.

22 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Exhibit 5.

23 (Deposition Exhibit No. 5 was marked for

24 identification and made part of the record.)

25 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Okay. So Mr. Hejazi let me
Page 87

1 A. Gotit.
2 Q. Okay. Plaintiff's-- Plaintiff's Exhibit 6 is
3 adocument with a Bates stamp ending in 15017. It'sa
4 February 12th, 2021, email from Shelby Johnson to you
5 subject Arkansas Population Report attaching a PDF title
6 -- with afile name 2019 Population Report; is that
7 right?
8 A. Yes
9 Q. Doyou recognizethisemail chain?

10 A. Again, thesamething. | recognize the fact

11 that | -- | recognize that, you know, thisis an email

12 exchange from -- from Shelby to be, but | -- | don't

13 specifically remember what it was about.

14 Q. Gotit. Sowe can pull up the next exhibit,

15 which isthe -- the PDF that's attached to this email.

16 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Plaintiff's

17 Exhibit 7.

18 (Deposition Exhibit No. 7 was marked for

19 identification and made part of the record.)

20 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Let me know when you can see
21 it.

22  A. Yeah, ill not there yet.

23 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Lookslikethefileisa

24 little bigger. 1t may take a couple of seconds.
25 A. Yeah, it'staking awhiletoload. Okay.
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1 Yeah, actualy, | do remember this.
2 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) okay. Sowe have up exhibit
3 -

4 MR. PIERCE: You say thisis Exhibit 7,
5 Matthew?
6 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Yes, Exhibit 7.

7 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) okay. Exhibit 7, whichisa
8 document with a Bates stamp ending in 15018. The -- the
9 first page of this document istitled 2019 Estimated

10 Population by County; isthat right, Mr. Hejazi?

11  A. Yeah

12 Q. And do you recognize this document?

13 A. Yeah.

14 Q. Whatisit?

15  A. Shelby had made some maps. We talked about it

16 onthe phone and he said -- and | think | asked him, I'd

17 like to see the maps you made, and then he sent them to
18 me.

19 Q. Did he-- did hetell you why he made the

20 maps?

21 A. No, I think it wasjust ageneral conversation

22 we were having, because thisis before the redistricting

23 data had been released, so they were using some of the

24 ACS datato make some estimates as far as which counties

25 had grown by population and | was -- and it was just --
Page 90

1 to-- as| said, which areas had grown and which had

2 reduced in population. And he said, yeah, we did that

3 analysis and he send me this batch. | didn't really

4 discussit with him after | received it.

5 Q. Soif yougo back afew pagesin the PDF, so

6 if you go to the PDF with the -- the stamp on the bottom

7 right that's CMA_0015028.

8 A. Yep

9 Q. Anditsays2010 to 2019 Estimated Population
10 Change by County. Isthisthe information you were

11 looking for?
12 A. Yeah, | wasn'tlooking. Again, whenyou're
13 doing redistricting in general, you like to know about

14 the geography of the country; which areas have grown,
15 which areas have shrunk, where do you expect thingsto

16 go. Soit wasjust more for my knowledge than anything
17 else.
18 It was not particularly tied to any kind of a

19 -- any kind of aproject and thisis-- yeah, this-- |
20 waslooking at this and then also the -- the maps that
21 werein the beginning of the series with the -- with the
22 actua population, where it was -- where were the big
23 counties, which ones had grown and which ones had
24 shrank.
25 Q. Why isit helpful to know the population
Page 92

1 it wasjust aquestion of curiosity for me. | wanted to
2 know which part of the states had grown and which ones
3 had shrunk.
4 He said, oh, yeah, we did that analysis and --
5 and made some maps. And | said, if you could share them
6 with me, so hedid and | looked at them. We -- it
7 wasn't related to really anything other than curiosity.
8 Q. Gotit. Soif you go to PDF Page 13.
9 A. Hang on one second, because it's not showing
10 the page number. Thereit goes.
11 Q. Youll know it'stheright oneif at the -- at
12 the bottom right corner it says CMA_0015030.
13  A. Yesh, gotit.
14 Q. Okay. Sothishasatitle of 2019 Estimated
15 Congressional District Variance.

16 A. Yep.

17 Q. Canyou explain what that means?

18 A. I don't know what it means.

19 Q. Okay.

20 A. Aslsaid, my -- | didn't have adiscussion

21 with him. My -- the only part of thisthat | was

22 interested in is which counties had grown and which ones
23 had -- had shrunk and it was just a matter of curiosity,

24 because | wasjust -- so which was the first -- the

25 first map, the first page. And | wasjust curious as
Page 91

1 change, you know, for different counties?

2 A. Becauseinmy head, I'm trying to figure out

3 if any states are going to lose members of the --

4 members of Congress and which ones are going to gain.

5 Q. Membersof Congress?

6 A. Yesh

7 Q. Toyour knowledge, did Arkansas gain or lose

8 any members of Congressin the -- the 2011 -- or sorry,

9 the 2021 redistricting?
10 A. Nottomy knowledge, but again, | wasn't --
11 therewasalot of conversations between what -- what
12 things were happening and where things were going. And
13 in general, the reason why | was curiousis because | go
14 to conferences, people come up and ask me questions and
15 want to talk about things, and it's helpful to be
16 knowledgeable about what's going on in different states,
17 at least at ahigh level.
18 Q. Ifyouflip now ahead afew pages until you
19 get to the page with the Bates Stamp ending in 032.
20 A. Yep.
21 Q. Says, "The mapson the following pages use the
22 2019 US Census Bureau estimates by county to illustrate
23 some theoretical plans that show potential changes to
24 the composition of the districts." Can you explain your

25 understanding of -- of this page?
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1 A. Idontknow that | have any specific -- this
2 isthefirst timeI'm actually looking at these pages.
3 | don't know that | would have gone beyond sort of what
4 my interest was, but from -- from what it -- thetitle
5 saysand what the text says, I'm guessing that he did
6 some sample plans where he tried to balance things out
7 atahighlevel.
8 Q. Okay. When you say "balance things out," you
9 mean?
10 A. Wadll, the-- my assumption is that the map on
11 -- on Page 12 is what the districts looked like prior to
12 last redistricting and it shows what the variance was
13 from ideal, and then he attempted to correct that
14 variance at a high level with the changes to make the --
15 the variances less.
16 Q. Andwhen you say "variances," you mean the
17 population within the congressional district being as
18 closeto possible asthe 754,451 target there where it
19 would be perfectly equal between the districts?
20 A. That'scorrect.
21 Q. Thenext five pages of the PDF, so the final
22 five pages are labeled Theoretical Congressional
23 Scenario and then appear to show different redistricting
24 drawings, isthat right?

1 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) Okay. So Exhibit8isa

2 document Bates stamped ending in 15311. It'sa--it's

3 alater in time email from the same email chain as

4 Exhibit 7. Thistime with Johnson emailing you what's

5 marked as 11:20 am.; isthat right?

6 A. Yes

7 Q. Doyourecognizethisemail chain?

8 A. Again, not specifically, but yeah.

9 Q. What'syour understanding of what Johnson is
10 asking you to do here?

=
[N

A. | believe he was concerned that if | was going
to share these with anybody, | shouldn't share 15
through 20.

=
w N

14 Q. And 15 through 20 correspond to the -- the

15 theoretical maps in Exhibit 7 that we were just

16 discussing?

17 A. Yes

18 Q. Did hediscusswith you why he didn't want you
19 to share the theoretical -- the theoretical maps?

20 A. ldon'trecal -- | don't recall whether he

21 did or he didn't, but that's not unusual, so | didn't --

22 | wouldn't have questioned it.

23 Q. What's not unusual?

24 A. It'snot unusua for meto get something that

25 A. Correct. 25 somebody has -- is working on some data that's not
Page 94 Page 96
1 Q. Didyou review these theoretical congressional 1 redlly -- it'sjust theoretical, playing and they don't
2 scenarios in the same way that you reviewed the -- you 2 want it to be handed out as if it's official position of
3 know, the prior information about the population change 3 the state or official -- official proposed maps, soit's
4 to sort of get ahigh level understanding of what might 4 not unusua to get something like that and have a
5 happen? 5 request like that.
6 A. No. 6 Q. Andyou don't remember -- let me rephrase.
7 Q. Didyou--did you review -- did you review 7 Y ou didn't have any conversations with Johnson
8 these theoretical congressional scenarios? 8 about any specific reason why he didn't want those
9 A. ldidnt. | wouldn't have any need to do that 9 theoretical plans shared?

=
o

and the -- there would never be a situation where |
would have to discuss this anybody, so | wouldn't have
had any interest in it at the time.
Q. Okay.

MR. PIERCE: Matthew, | think we can go to the
next -- the next exhibit.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Okay. Great. Thiswill be
Plaintiff's Exhibit 8.

(Deposition Exhibit No. 8 was marked for
identification and made part of the record.)

el
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20 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Let me know when you can see
21 it--

22 A. I'mstill not.

23 MR. GOLDSTEIN: It will beup -- it will beup
24 in asecond.

25 A. Thereitis.

Page 95

10 A. I don't remember that | would have asked. If

11 anything, | probably would have responded to him that |
12 had no plans of sharing it with anybody. | didn't have
13 anybody to shareit with.

14 MR. PIERCE: | think, Matthew, we can pull up
15 the next -- the next exhibit.

16 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Okay. Thiswill be

17 Plaintiff's Exhibit 9.

18 (Deposition Exhibit No. 9 was marked for

19 identification and made part of the record.)

20 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Will you let me know when you
21 can seeit?

22 THE WITNESS: | can seeit.

23 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Okay. Plaintiff's Exhibit 9,

24 adocument with a Bates stamp ending in 14085, a

25 February 24th, 2021, email from you to Shelby Johnson
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1 with the subject EDGE Software Download; is that right?

2 A. Yes
3 Q. Do you recognize this document?
4  A. Yes, again, generdly, yes.
5 Q. What are you sharing with -- with Shelby
6 Johnson here?
7 A. Thedownload for the software, the -- the
8 installation for the software and the link to our
9 standard training documents.
10 Q. Soisthisthe-- gotit. Okay. The-- the
11 link to the training documents, isthisalink to
12 Citygate's website?
13 A. Yes
14 Q. Soarethese publicly available training

15 documents?

16 A. Yes

17 Q. Andthe--thelink to the autoBound EDGE

18 software, why does it say 2010 data?

19  A. Becauseoriginally when we started to process
20 this, so we had -- we have Amazon websites or Amazon
21 sitesfor storing data and once the data started coming
22 out, weinitialy just put it in the same place as the

23 2010 store that we had on -- online and it started to

24 become alittle confusing so we moved it to 2020, but it

1 (Deposition Exhibit No. 10 was marked for

2 identification and made part of the record.)

3 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Sorry, Michael, which -- the
4 Bateson thisoneis--

5 MR. PIERCE: | think it's 14559.

6 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Okay. We haven't seen 14557
7 yet, so do you want to --

8 MR. PIERCE: Oh, apologies. Let's pull that

9 up first. Thank you, Matthew.
10 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Plaintiff's
11 Exhibit 10.
12 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Mr. Hejazi, let me know when
13 you can seeit.
14  A. Yep, I'mwaiting for it. Thereitis.
15 Q. Okay. Sol misspoke. Plaintiff's Exhibit 9
16 does not have alink to aPDF. Instead, | was referring
17 to Plaintiff's Exhibit 10, which is an email from you to
18 Shelby Johnson copying other folks on February 24th,
19 2021. It has a Bates stamp ending in 14557; is that
20 right?
21 A. Yes
22 Q. Okay. The--you -- you reference the
23 technical training in this email. Could you describe
24 that to us?

25 was not the data. It was the software itself. 25  A. |think we just went through the software
Page 98 Page 100
1 Q. Gotit. So--understood. | think we can -- 1 start to finish how to use al the different features.
2 A. Also, thisis--if | -- yeah, so thisis 2 Q. Below the email, Shelby asksyou -- or Shelby
3 prior to the data being released. Thisis February of 3 statesthat, "Thomas was able to finalize the incumbents
4 '21, so at that point, we're still using 2010 data. 4 |ocation datafor the House & Senate." How did you
5 Q. Gotit. This--thisisbefore the earlier 5 understand that?
6 exhibit we looked at in August 2021 whenthe2020census | 6  A. You can load the locations of incumbentsin
7 datawas released and ready to be uploaded into the 7 the software.
8 AutoBound software? 8 Q. Andthat just meansthe -- the -- like, the
9 A. Correct. Normally thiswouldn't have 9 physical address of the incumbent politician and not,
10 happened, because the data would have been out by -- 10 like, voting data for the incumbent?
11 &t -- at this point, the data -- we would be looking at 11 A. No, no, no. Itjust meansthe physical
12 the data being released from the Census Bureau. There 12 location of the incumbent. Like, you typically don't

13 would have been not aneed for us to be playing around
14 with 2010 data, so that's why thisis -- this -- this

15 year was -- thislast cycle was unusual because of

16 COVID.

17 Q. And exhibit --

18 MR. PIERCE: Sorry, Matthew, what exhibit is
19 this?

20 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thisis Exhibit 9.

21 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Exhibit 9, apologies. So

22 Exhibit 9, you see the -- listed in the attachment
23 field, it says, EDGE Technical Presentation. We're now
24 going to bring up our next exhibit, which will be

25 Exhibit 10, which will be that attached PDF.
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

want in your presentations -- in the -- in Arkansas -- |
can't speak to how Arkansas usesit. They may have
rules that keeps incumbentsin their districts. They
may have just a need to display the information. |
don't know.

I -- 1 only can tell you that in this
particular case what incumbents refer to is a point
location for the incumbent. 1t may be their home. It
may be their office or some other location that they
choose to display and -- and | believe this email states
23 that Thomas was able to create a point file for House
24 and Senate and -- and Shelby was asking meiif thiswas

25 aseasy asdisplaying an overlay for point files.
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1 Q. Okay. Sowell -- well next pull up Exhibit
2 11, which isthe PDF that's referenced in -- in Exhibit
3 10, the EDGE Technical Presentation.
4 (Deposition Exhibit No. 11 was marked for
5 identification and made part of the record.)
6 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) Let meknow when you can see
7 it.
8 A. Yeah,it'staking awhileto load. | don't
9 think thisisthelink for that, but | could be
mistaken. Thisis-- yeah, thisisjust the general
training.
Q. Yeah, so apologies. If you go -- so Exhibit
10 had -- | think had two things. One, is Exhibit 10
had alink to the Citygate website to a specific
training document called Adding Incumbents Layer --
A. Correct.
17 Q. --butthenit aso attached the EDGE
Technical Presentation.pdf and | believe Exhibit 11 is
the attached EDGE Technical presentation.pdf. It should
be -- it should be titled autoBound EDGE redistricting

21 -- autoBound EDGE Redistricting System, Technical
22 Training, Citygate GIS, with a Bates that ends in 14559.
23 A. Okay. Thisone says 14564.

24 Q. 14564. Okay. One second.

25 A. Oh,theseareal the different pages of it.

Page 102

1 Arkansas technical users who were working on the 2021
2 redistricting?
3 A. Okay. That's-- let me -- let me give you the
4 -- kind of the clear -- clear explanation. So we did --
5 for most clients, we did an end user training that would
6 be for the people that are drawing the -- the maps and
7 then we did technical training for people that are --
8 the T staff that's supporting them.
9 Thiswasfor the IT staff that's supporting
10 that, so it dealt with more technical aspects of the
11 software, such as storage and formats and creating data
12 and things like that, as opposed to the use of the
13 software, which would have been in the end user
14 training.
15 Q. Understood. Soif we go to page -- so Page 6
16 of the PDF, which if you're going by the Bates numbers
17 on the bottom right-hand corner will end in 564.

18 A. 161--
19 Q. 5-

20 A -4?

21 Q. Yesh, 14 -

22 A. Okay.

23 Q. - 564, soit'stitied EDGE -- EDGE Desktop

24 Redistricting -- Redistricting Reports.
25 A. Yes.
Page 104

1 They're different numbered.

2 Q. Oh. Gotit. Okay. If you --if you scroll

3 back to the first page of the PDF --

4 A. Yes, 14559.

5 Q. Okay. Gotit. Sojust-- sorry, just so

6 the -- the transcript is clear, so Exhibit 11 isa PDF

7 with aBates number 14559. It'stitled autoBound EDGE
8 Redistricting System, Technical Training, Citygate GIS;
9

isthat right?
10 A. Yes
11 Q. And do you recognize this document?
12 A. Yes
13 Q. Okay. What isthis document?
14  A. It'swhat we usefor doing technical training.
15 Q. Okay. Anddid -- isthisthetechnical

16 training that would have applied to the Arkansas use of
17 AutoBound in connection with the 2021 redistricting?

18 A. Thiswould have been for the technical folks.

19 Q. Thiswould have been for the technical folks

20 and it would have applied to the technical folks working
21 on the Arkansas 2021 redistricting among other -- | know
22 it was-- let me start again.

23 I know this was also used for other states,

24 but | just wanted to confirm that thisis the -- the

25 technical training that would have been available to the
Page 103

1 Q. Soifwe--1Idon't know if you can -- can you

2 Zoom in your Exhibit Share?

3 A. | can't, but --

4 Q. Canyou-- canyou seethereare-- it looks

5 like six different screenshots on this -- on this page

6 of the PDF? Can you -- can you see them?

7 A. Yes

8 Q. The-- what arethese?

9 A. It's--this-- sotheway these training
10 PowerPoints were done isyou would bring the -- the page
11 up and then we would have a discussion about -- about
12 that particular topic and | would be referring to
13 different parts of this screen. Thisistalking about
14 how to customize reports.
15 Q. Gotit. And-- andisthe-- thelist of
16 reportsin the upper left screenshot, the list that
17 starts with the language and then -- and then goes down,
18 arethosethelist of, like, default reports that are
19 availableto all users?
20  A. Not necessarily. These were onesthat -- this
21 is-- | made these screenshots so they were from my
22 system.
23 Q. Gotit. Sois-- does AutoBound have a set
24 of, like, you know, basic or default reports that --

25 A. Yes, thereareaset of default reports.
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1 Q. Gotit. But this screenshot doesn't
2 necessarily show them, it shows whatever happened to be
3 stored on your -- on your AutoBound?
4  A. Correct. The point of this screen wasto talk
5 about how to customize reports, not necessarily about
6 what'sthere as a default report.
7 Q. Gotit. Doyou-- | mean, asyou sit here
8 today looking at them, do you know if any of them are
9 default reports?
10 A. Onhere? Onthis--inthislist that's on
11 the-- on thefirst --
12 Q. I guessl could ask it more specificaly. The
13 -- thereportstitled Racial Demographics, African
14 American Majority Minority, African American Majority
15 Minority Summary, Voting Age Demographics, are these
16 reports among the sort of --
17  A. They'rethere, yes. They are among the
18 standard ones, yes.
19 Q. Gotit. Okay. Soand how -- if you go to the
20 bottom left image on this page, it looks likeit'sa
21 screenshot that shows the reports and then there's a
22 hutton that says Display Report; is that right?
23 A. Yep.
24 Q. Sowould auser of autoBound EDGE just need to

25 select areport and then click "display report" and then
Page 106

1 MR. BRASCHER: I'm going to object to the

2 form. That'sall.

3 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) Sorry. Yeah, Mr. Hejazi, |

4 can-- | cantry that again. The -- the autoBound EDGE

5 software | understand you're saying users could -- you

6 know, could customize reports, but as a starting place,

7 AutoBound users would have reports available to them

8 that would show racial demographics?

9 A. Without -- without making modifications, they
10 would have -- they would have gotten the -- the report
11 that came with the system. If they made no
12 modificationsto it, then it would show black alone
13 population. | -- again, as| recall, there's many parts
14 to the software and | haven't used it in two years
15 because -- because redistricting is a time dependent
16 activity, so | can't necessarily remember the details
17 accurately. It may have shown more information than
18 that, but that'swhat | recall.

19 Q. Andall auser would need to do to run these
20 reportsisclick the report and then click "display

21 report"?

22 A. Yes

23 Q. Okay. If wego to the bottom right --

24 actually -- yeah, so the bottom right here, the bottom

25 right screenshot on this page, it says autoBound EDGE
Page 108

they would get, you know, whatever information wasin
the report?

A. Yes

Q. Soisitright that if in the -- in the
starting -- in the starting settings for the AutoBound
software that were licensed to Arkansas, an Arkansas end
user would have as an option among these reports to run,
reports that would show racial demographics, including
black voter demographics?

A. Yes, but again, | believeif | recall
correctly, the black voters were defined as individuals
having selected only black astheir racial category.
These reports were also starting points. That's why the
-- this screen was here to allow them to customize these
to show how it could be customized.

Q. Sothe -- the technical support folks and/or
the users could customize the reports, but the -- sort
of the starting -- you know, at the very least asa
starting point, they had reports that included racial
demographic statistics that were, you know -- and for
the black racial demographic statistics, they were based

© 00N UL WDN PR
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22 on the black alone census data?

23 A. Aslrecdl --

24 MR. BRASCHER: Objection --
25 A. --again, without going into it --

Page 107

1 Report Viewer. Can you describe what that's showing?
2 A. Just showswhat the -- what the report --
3 example of areport that came out of the system.
4 Q. Gotit. Sothe-- the reportsthemselves are
5 fairly -- you know, they're visual. It'snot like a
6 spreadsheet of information. It's some sort of visual
7 depiction for the user?
8 A. Someof them are and some of them are more
9 just tabular. They vary. Thisisone of the more
10 visual ones as an example.
11 Q. Okay. Let'sgotoPage9, whichitendsin
12 14567.

13  A. Yes

14 Q. Okay. What -- what are these two screenshots?
15  A. Thisisshowing how to load an incumbents.

16 Q. And isthe screenshot on the right, isthat

17 showing what a user seesin autoBound EDGE?

18  A. No, they'rejust two different ways of loading
19 incumbents. You can manualy typeit in using the

20 screen on theright or you can put them in an axis table
21 likeisshown on theleft. And it'sjust showing that

22 if you typeitinto the axis, it will show upinthe

23 software and if you want to manually update it, you can
24 update it through the software using the screen on the

25 right.
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1 Q. I understand that's the -- that's the main

2 purpose of this screenshot. I'm wondering about the --
3 the bottom portion of the screenshot on the right, which
4 shows total population tabulation, racial demographics
5 asapercent of total population. That display at the

6 bottom, isthat the starting point for what a user of

7 AutoBound would see in terms of demographic information?
8 A. That'sthe spreadsheet we looked at earlier.
9 Q. Yeah, gotit. Andsoif an AutoBound user

10 using the -- you know, the -- the pre-loaded settings,

11 this-- the bottom of this screenshot shows the -- the

12 demographic information they would see when they're --
13 when they're drawing the map?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Gotit. Okay. Let'sjust one more -- one

16 more question here on this document. |f you go to PDF
17 Page 12, which endsin 14570, it looks like there's --

18 there's two screenshots again, and on the screenshot on
19 the left, it looks like there are some views called

20 Governor's Race, for example, Congressional Race.

21 Can you explain what those mean?

22 A. Yes youcan-- | gottaZoomin herealittle

23 bit so | can see. You can create demographic views, so
24 you know, color -- color data by a specific -- by a

25 specific racial category or demographic category or --
Page 110

?

1 created those views for Pennsylvania and then | change
2 my systemto look at Arkansas. Those saved views stay.
3 If 1 goto apply it to Arkansas, it's going to say data

4 isnot there to support that analysis, so it'sjust an

5 analysisthat's been stored.

6 Q. Gotit.
7 MR. PIERCE: Okay. | think we can go off the
8 record now.
9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record --
10 THE WITNESS: Just for the purposes of
11 planning my day --
12 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Hang on aminute. We are
13 off therecord at 12:10 p.m.

14 (A recess was taken from 12:10 p.m. to

15 12:47 p.m.)

16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record
17 at 1247 p.m.

18 MR. PIERCE: Thanks, everybody.

19 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Sowe have loaded into the

20 exhibit share a-- atraining video that correspondsto
21 Bates Stamp ending in 14669. It was produced natively
22 soit -- it doesn't have -- it doesn't have a Bates

23 stamp. It'sa--it'savideo, the -- thefirst screen

24 of which has the title autoBound EDGE Redlistricting
25 System End User Training.

1 or election result category and pre-save them so that
2 you can switch back and forth into different -- into
3 different views of the data.
4 Q. Andthisscreenshot is showing that in this--
5 you know, the system that you were screen sharing from,
6 there was voting data loaded for it looks like
7 Governor's Race and Congressional Race?
8 A. Sothe-- theviews are created and stored
9 based on whatever data set you happen to have |oaded
10 when you created it. It doesn't tie to the data that
11 you current -- you are currently displaying. Does that
12 make sense?
13 Q. Meaning when you created these views, for
14 example, you create -- if you created the congressional
15 race 2002 view back in -- at some point in the past when
16 you loaded the congressional race 20 -- 2002 data, but
17 now in 2021, you no longer have that data loaded, it
18 would till show up as a saved view?
19 A. Yes
20 Q. Gotit. Okay.
21 A. It's--it'sjust a-- the -- the software has
22 no concept of what data set you're -- you are -- you
23 currently have displayed. It only has a concept of what
24 information has been stored and if -- if | am -- because

25 | am working with multiple different states, | may have
Page 111
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1 Mr. Hejazi, are you able to -- to access that
2 video?
3 A Yes
4 Q. Andisthe-- thetitle of the video -- and |

5 think we're on -- | think thisis Exhibit 11 --

6 MR. PIERCE: Isit Exhibit 12?
7 MR. GOLDSTEIN: It's Exhibit 12.
8 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Exhibit 12. Okay.

9 Apologies. So for therecord, Exhibit 12isa--isa
10 training video that corresponds to the document that
11 endsin Bates number 17411. It doesn't have a Bates
12 number because it's avideo produced natively. The
13 first screen of the video says autoBound EDGE
14 Redistricting System End User Training.

15 (Deposition Exhibit No. 12 was marked for
16 identification and made part of the record.)

17 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Isthat right?

18 A. Yes

19 Q. Do you recognize thisvideo?

20 A. | believeit wasjust arecording of one of

21 thetraining sessions.

22 Q. Great. If yougoto -- there should be a

23 dlider that let's you select which portion of the video
24 toplay. If youreableto play starting at 2 minutes

25 and 39 seconds.
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1 A. Idon'tthink so, because thisvideo only goes

2 to -- oh, wait. Maybe I'mincorrect. Two minutesand 2

3 what was that?

4 Q. Thirty-nine seconds.
5 A. Allright. Yeah.
6 Q. Okay. Areyou ableto play it?
7 A Yep
8 Q. Canyouhearit?
9 A. | havemuted it.
10 Q. Let'smaybe--if you--if you can unmute it
11 and start it at 2 minutes and 39 seconds.
12 A. Sure
13 (Video playing.)
14 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) And canyou hear it
15 Mr. Hejazi?
16 A. Yeah
17 Q. Okay. Well maybe pause it right there.
18 A. Okay.
19 Q. Canyou describe for uswhat you were saying
20 in that video?
21 A. | believel wassaying that thisisa-- this
22 was a shorter version of thetraining --

1 to 4 minutes and 12 seconds?

A. Yeah, but | was aso speaking to you, so | may
3 have -- there might be something where | said somebody's
4 name that would help clarify who this -- who this was
5 for that | missed.

6 Q. Gotit. Sol think well -- well makeit a

7 little easier here with this exhibit that | think

8 Matthew just uploaded to the -- to the Exhibit Share.
9 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Exhibit 13.

10 (Deposition Exhibit No. 13 was marked for

11 identification and made part of the record.)

12 A. Allright. Okay.

13 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Exhibit 13 should bea

14 document with the Bates Stamp ending in 14669. It'sa

15 March 30th, 2021, to you from Lori Bowen and Shelby

16 Johnson with the subject re -- Redistricting Update; is

17 that right?

18 A. Yeah.

19 Q. Doyou recognizethis email?

20 A. Generdly, yeah.

21 Q. Soitlookslike Shelby Johnson asks Lori

22 Bowen about Citygate training earlier this year viaGoTo

23 Q. Andthis-- 23 Mesting. Isthat atraining that you gave?
24 A, --for overview. 24 A. It'spossible. | don't -- | don't remember, |
25 Q. Andisthisatraining that you gavetofolks |25 mean. It'spossible.
Page 114 Page 116
1 working on the Arkansas congressional redistricting? 1 Q. Toyour knowledge, did any other Citygate
2 A. Idon'trecal whoit wasgiven to. 2 employee give trainings to Arkansas about the 2020 -- in
3 Q. Okay. Let'smaybe keep -- keep playing the 3 connection with the 2021 congressional redistricting?
4 video, apologies, for -- for one more minute and then 4  A. Okay. Let meread thisagain. No, | -- 1
5 I'll reask you the questions. 5 would have been the one that did -- that did it. I'm
6 (Video playing.) 6 just not sure what video we were looking at was that
7 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) So, Mr. Hejazi, if we could 7 training.
8 -- if we could pauseit there. 8 Q. Gotit. Well --welll try and -- we'll try
9 A. Yes sofar-- 9 and piece that together.
10 Q. So-- 10 A. Okay.
11 A. -- 1 haven't seen anything that specifically 11 Q. Butjust--if you'relooking at just this
12 tells me thiswas done for Arkansas. It may have been 12 email, the training that they're referring to in this
13 done. I'm not saying that it wasn't. 13 email isatraining that you gave to the Arkansas folks
14 Q. Yeah, sowell go ahead -- | wanted to make 14 working on the redistricting?
15 surethe video wasloaded in caseit -- in case it took 15 A. ldidgiveatraining and | believeit was
16 sometime, but we're going to go on head and introducea | 16 recorded.
17 couple of documents that should help clarify that. 17 Q. Andthe--thelink you providein this
18 MR. PIERCE: So, Matthew, can you please put 18 exhibit isto Citygate's website slash
19 in the next exhibit? 19 docs/EDGETraining/Recordings EDGEDesktop.MP4?
20 MR. BRASCHER: And can we -- can we clarify 20 A. Yes, butagain, I'm not sure. It could well
21 where Mr. Hejazi is at in the video right now? 21 bethat thiswasjust another recording that | did of

22
23
24
25

Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Yeah, where did you pause,
Mr. Hejazi?
A. Four minutes and 12 seconds.

Q. Soyou played it from 2 minutes and 39 seconds
Page 115

22 the sametraining that | give somebody else, so | don't
23 know for afact that -- it doesn't have any -- any
24 markings on it that specifically identifiesit as-- as
25 Arkansasstraining. Soit'svery possible that | just
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1 found atraining that | did and | just referred them to
2 thetraining -- the online training that | had recorded.
3 | don't know that thisis specifically -- this
4 was a specific one that was done for Arkansas or it was
5 just onethat | found and | said this-- | think thisis
6 what you're looking for.
7 Q. Gotit. SoinLori Bowen'sMarch 24th email
8 lowering the chain, when -- when Lori says, "Did |
9 understand correctly that the Citygate training they did
10 earlier thisyear on GoToMeeting was recorded?’ You're
11 not sureif that'sreferring to atraining for Arkansas
12 or atraining for some other state that then you just
13 showed to Arkansas?
14  A. No, no, no. No, thetraining was recorded,
15 but it wouldn't have necessarily madeit to -- it would
16 have been recorded and at the time, | may have forwarded
17 itto -- to Arkansas. They would have requested it and
18 | would have sent it to them, but when -- if it was
19 recorded.
20 Again, thisis -- thisis talking about
21 something that happened earlier, which | did not have a
22 recollection of, sothen| -- all | -- all | did was|
23 went through all our training recordings and tried to
24 find something that had that. It may have been the one

25 that was done for Arkansas. It may have been done for
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1 that was more comprehensive or there were not as many
2 interruptions or as there were not any issues with it, |
3 would have replaced the one that | had done with a newer
4 one. They wereadl basically the sametraining. There
5 was nothing specific about Arkansas. So that'swhy I'm
6 not sureif thisone just given the time it was a newer
7 oneor if it wasonethat | had done for Arkansas. | --
8 | can't recall that.
9 Q. Gotit. Okay. So think we'll do -- welll
10 do two things now. The first step will be looking at
11 that link you provided. My colleague, Matthew, is going
12 to upload our next exhibit, which let me know when you
13 can seeit.
14 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Exhibit 14.
15 (Deposition Exhibit No. 14 was marked for
16 identification and made part of the record.)
17 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Let me know when you can see
18 that, Mr. Hejazi.
19 A. Okay. | seeit.
20 Q. Okay. Exhibit 14 is adocument with a Bates
21 stamp ending in 17409. Itisa-- thetop of it
22 under -- under document title is the same -- excuse me,
23 URL address asin Exhibit 13; isthat right, Mr. Hejazi?
24 A. Yes

25 Q. I'll represent to you that Page Vaultisa
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1 somebody elsethat | -- that | forwarded to them, but
2 thetraining formats were similar to each other, so
3 that's why it wouldn't have made any difference whether
4 thiswas for Arkansas or was for Washington.
5 Q. Andinthetop line email whenyou say, "l
6 think thisisthelink you are looking for," and then
7 you provide that link, what you're -- what you're saying
8 now isyou're not sureif thislink isto Arkansas
9 training or to some other training you did that also
10 covered, you know, how to use AutoBound?

11 A. Correct --

12 MR. BRASCHER: So just object to the form.

13 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Sorry, Mr. Hegjazi. | -- |

14 cantry that again. Thislink that you provided at the

15 top of --

16 MR. PIERCE: Sorry, what exhibit number are we
17 onagain?

18 A, 13

19 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) 13. The-- thelink you

20 provided at the top of Exhibit 13, you're saying you're
21 not sureif that's the Arkansas training or if it's the

22 training of some other state?

23 A. Yes, sowhat would have happened during this
24 timeis| would have done atraining session and | would

25 haverecorded it and if | did alater training session
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1 servicethat captures screenshots or downloads materials

2 fromtheinternet. Do you recognize the -- the URL

3 listed under the capture URL? Isthat Citygate's

4 website?

5 A. Yes

6 Q. Okay. Andif you scroll to the second page of

7 Exhibit 14, do you recognize this screenshot?

8 A. Yes

9 Q. Soit has2 hours, 2 minutes and 14 seconds as
10 thelength of the video, which | believe isthe same

11 length of the video in Exhibit 12; isthat right?

12 A. Yes

13 Q. Okay. Sol think now with that context, if we
14 cango --

15 MR. BRASCHER: One-- onething. | don't --
16 the Exhibit 12 | haveisan hour, 29 and 57.

17 MR. PIERCE: Oh, isit? Maybewell -- let's
18 go off line for a second and make sure we're talking
19 about the same video.

20 THE WITNESS: Andit's-- it's correct.

21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We -- do we till need to
22 go off?

23 MR. PIERCE: Wéell, Mr. Hejazi, are you -- how
24 long isthe video that you are seeing?

25 THE WITNESS: One hour and 30 minutes.
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1 MR. PIERCE: Yeah, if wecould go takea--
2 just atwo-minute recess and go off the record briefly.

3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record at

4 1:02 p.m.

5 (A recess was taken from 1:02 p.m. to

6 1:17 p.m.)

7 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record
8 at 1:17 p.m.

9 MR. PIERCE: Thank you, everybody. SoI'm

10 going to recap.

11 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) My understanding and if,

12 Mr. Hejazi, you could just confirm that it's the same as
13 your understanding. Exhibit 12, the email -- the March
14 30th email from you to Lori Bowen and Shelby Johnson has
15 alink to Citygate's website that isalink to an MP4

16 file. Tab 13 isthe -- the Page Vault screenshot of

17 that MP4 -- of that MP4 file, the second page of which
18 shows avideo with 2 hours 2 minutes and 14 seconds; is
19 that right?

20 A. Yes

21 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Michael, Exhibit 13 isthe
22 email. Exhibit 14 isthe screenshot. Exhibit 12 isthe
23 video.

24
25

MR. PIERCE: Got it. Sorry about that.

Q. (By Mr. Pierce) With what Matthew said --
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1 could go into the video and -- and start it at 2 minutes
2 and 39 seconds and then tell us when you hit play and
3 then | will tell you after about a minute or two to

4 pauseit and then I'll ask you questions about -- about
5 it.

6 (Video playing.)

7 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Okay. So | think we can

8 pauseit -- pauseit there, Mr. Hejazi.

9 A. Okay.
10 Q. Andwhat mark did you makeit to?
11  A. Four minutes.
12 Q. Four minutes, great. Did that video --

13 watching that portion of the video refresh your
14 recollection in terms of who the audience was for this

15 training?
16 A. No.
17 Q. I think you mentioned in that portion of the

18 video that you had worked with you guys before and 2010
19 and -- and previously?

20 A. Yes

21 Q. Butisitthat that could describe multiple

22 states, so you're not sure which stateit is?

23 A. Thatin-- that -- that appliesto aimost all

24 of your clients.

25 Q. Gotit. Okay. Let'sgo forward to 12 minutes
Page 124

1 yeah, okay. With that correction then. And before we
2 went off the record, there was some confusion because
3 the second page of the screenshot, which endsin -- of
4 the Page Vault screenshot, which endsin Bates number
5 17410 shows a video length of 2 hours, 2 minutes, 14
6 seconds, but the video we have loaded to the exhibit
7 share showed a shorter video, an hour and a half.
8 We've determined that that's because of the
9 technical limitations in the Exhibit Share that limit
10 videosto 90 minutes. We've developed awork around, so
11 areready to proceed.
12 MR. BRASCHER: That's -- that's all correct
13 with me. My one questioniis, | have now received the
14 email you sent me with the full length video. In order
15 tosignin, it's asking me for an O'Melveny sign-in
16 username.
17 MR. PIERCE: Got it. So, Matthew, you can
18 link up Justin with the IT folks on our side and get him
19 an account set up so he can download that.

20 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Of course. Yeah, will do.

21 MR. BRASCHER: Sounds good. Thank you very
22 much.

23 MR. PIERCE: Okay. Thanks again, everybody

24 for your flexibility.

25 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Okay. Mr. Hejazi, so if you
Page 123

1 and 41 seconds and tell me when you have that up.

2 A. Twelve minutes and 41 seconds?

3 Q. Yep

4 A. Okay.

5 Q. Okay. Andthen please play it and I'll tell

6 you when to stop.

7 (Video playing.)

8 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. You can pauseit.

9 So did the video just display how an autoBound EDGE user
10 could view data at either the county, the precinct, or
11 the block level?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. And could they view at the county, precinct,
14 or block level -- sorry, let me -- let mere -- let me
15 restart.

16 The information that they could view at the

17 county precinct or block level, would that include

18 racial demographic information?

19 A. Whatever was provided by the Census Bureau,
20 whichistheracia -- theracial breakdowns that the
21 Census Bureau provides.

22 Q. Great. Canwefast forward to 13 minutes, 22
23 seconds? Let me know when you're there.

24 A. Yep.

25 Q. Allright. You can play.
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(Video playing.)
(By Mr. Pierce) And we can pause there.
Okay.
And where did you make it to in the video?
It's 13:46.
Was that portion of the video showing

a b~ WwN PP

6

O >0 >0

8 what you call those. Are those reports?
9 A. They'reviews.
10
11 could choose among different views each of which
12 displays different information?
13  A. That'scorrect.
14 Q. Andsome of those views include racial
15 demographic information?
16  A. |think thereisalittle bit of confusion

21
22
23
24 at some point the user that was using this data set h

says Secretary of State 2002 or Presidential 2008.

7 AutoBound users how to view particular -- | don't know

Q. Views. Gotit. So AutoBound users could --

17 there, which | will attempt to clarify. You can create

18 viewsin labeling options depending on whatever data set
19 you'reusing. So for example -- sorry. When | look at
20 this particular example, there's alabeling option that

That doesn't mean that these |abeling options
apply to this particular data set. They just mean that

ad

25 loaded a particular data set that included this data and
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1 thisisthe data set that I'm using. It has nothing to

2 do with political stuff, but if | click the same button,

3 you can seeinthislist | have Hispanic population. |

4 have lllinois Governor's Democratic for '18. It's

5 completely unrelated to this particular data set.

6 Q. Gotit.

7 A. Soifl click this, nothing happens because

8 thedatais not there to support it.

9 Q. Soyou'reusing thisto show that just because
10 a-- just because athematic view is available doesn't
11 mean that a user could actually apply it to their
12 particular draft --

13  A. Correct. Correct. There's-- showing the

14 list here saying that these are -- these are the things

15 that are availableis not relevant to the data set

16 you'reusing. It could have been -- these are user

17 created views. So | could have been doing some work for
18 Illinois and created this particular set and it has

19 nothing to do with other data setsthat | do. It only

20 appliesto the -- to the lllinois data set when | have

21 that data set loaded.

22 Q. S0, like, Black Pop as Percent of Total or

23 Black Threshold 30% if you see there near the top --

24 MR. PIERCE: And, Matthew, if you want to grab

25 ascreenshot of this.
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they created these labeling options. Soit's not tied

the software.
Q. Gotit. Sowhat you're saying isthat the --

A WN P

5
6
7

on whatever data the user has at that point in time?

9 we're talking about, if that helpsyou. I'm not --

10 Q. Sure

11 A. --trying-- trying to create more confusion
12 here. All right. Thisisascreen -- thisisaview of
13 ascreen of the software.

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

asecond.

-- ascreenshot of thisand we'll throw it up asan
exhibit.

explain again what thisis?
A. Thisisaredistricting plan for high schools

Q. Gotit. Okay. Soyou're using thisto show
us how to -- how to create different views?
A. Wadll, what I'm -- what I'm showing is that

to the data so much asit istied to the installation of

auser would have to -- auser could create views based

A. Yes, sofor example, if you would like, | can
8 share my screen with you and show you what actually

Q. Gotit. Andif we could pause right here for

MR. PIERCE: And, Matthew, if you can grab a

Q. (By Mr. Pierce) And, Mr. Hejazi, could you

and middle schoolsin City of Lexington, Kentucky.
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1 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) -- these -- these thematic
2 views are views that Citygate -- Citygate created at
3 some point for some reason, they -- you know, they were
4 used for some purpose, but you're using this example to
5 show you couldn't use them for all draft maps?
6 A. Correct. It's--thisisnot an indication of
7 the data setsavailable. So thisisnot -- look --
8 looking at this and seeing that in here that said State
9 Auditor 2022 doesn't mean there's state auditor
10 information. It just meansthat at some point, |
11 created athematic view for State Auditor 2022 and |
12 saved it, and so thisisjust -- shows alist of things
13 that I've saved.
14 Q. Andwhen -- when you give -- or when you
15 licensed autoBound EDGE, for example, when you -- when
16 you licensed it -- let me make it more specific.
17 When you licensed autoBound EDGE to Arkansas
18 to useintheir 2021 congressional redistricting, were
19 these thematic views, like, pre-loaded in their
20 software?
21 A. No,itwouldn't be. Thisisjust -- this
22 was-- thiswas for the -- thiswas in -- when | was
23 doing the training, assuming that this training session
24 wasthe one that was presented to Arkansas. | can't --

25 | can't validate that. They would have just seen what's
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1 onmy screen. Thisis-- when the software ships,
2 normally there should be nothing here. If itis
3 something here, it was just -- may have been included by
4 accident, but it's not supposed to be, because --
5 Q. Right
A. --it'snot--it'snot -- it isn't part of --
thisisjust saved templates. That'sal thisis.
Q. Let me make sure I'm understanding, which is

9 that for -- for certain features of autoBound EDGE,
10 there are -- let me start again.
11 Certain autoBound EDGE features have starting
12 points or presets where they show certain information.
13 It sounds like the thematic views is different where
14 Arkansas would have received it, like, blank and it --
15 isthat right?
16 A. Yes. Therewouldn't -- there wouldn't be any
17 thematic views because those are very user dependent --
18 Q. Okay.
19 A. --andit'snot -- you don't need it to use
20 the software. It's just something there for
21 convenience.
22 Q. Gotit. Okay. Great. | think if we end this
23 screen share, which was very helpful, my colleagueis

0 N o

1 A. It's 25 minutes, 10 seconds.
2 Q. Perfect. So this portion of the video, the
3 bottom of the screen, isit showing that sameracia
4 demographic information that | think you said was, like,
5 the starting point that a-- that a viewer would see
6 when they're drawing district maps?
7 A. Yes
8 Q. Andthose arethe statistics that would
9 automatically update if a user, like, changed the
10 boundary of a draft map, those statistics would refresh?
11 A. That'scorrect, assuming they didn't change
12 it, yes.
13 Q. Okay. Great. Let'sskip ahead to 1 hour, two
14 minutes, 55 seconds. Let me know when you're there.

15 A. I'mthere, yeah.

16 Q. Allright. Let'splay it, please.

17 MR. BRASCHER: How many seconds?

18 MR. PIERCE: One hour, 2 minutes, 55 seconds.
19 MR. BRASCHER: Thank you.

20 (Video playing.)

21 A. How far did you want meto go?

22 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) To 1 hour, 4 minutes, 8

23 seconds.

24 going to introduce the two screenshots -- 24  A. I'maready past that.
25 A. That'sfine 25 Q. What feature are you explaining in that video
Page 130 Page 132
1 Q. --soweget that into evidence and then we 1 clip?

2 can go back to the video.
3 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Michael, do -- do we want both
4 or just that second screenshot? Because it -- it shows
5 the second screen just with the menu.
6 MR. PIERCE: Sure. Let'sgo with the -- yeah,
7 the second screenshot then.
8 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Great. Introducing that as
9 Exhibit 15.
10 (Deposition Exhibit No. 15 was marked for
11 identification and made part of the record.)
12 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. Mr. Hejazi, let
13 me know when you can see Exhibit 15.
14  A. Okay. That'sjust what we were looking at.
15 Q. Okay. Exhibit 15isa screenshot of the
16 autoBound EDGE software that you just shared, which
17 showswhat's on your autoBound EDGE; is that right?
18 A. Yes
19 Q. Okay. Let'sgo back to the video, then, and
20 watch a couple more clips. So the video is Exhibit 12.
21 Let's skip ahead to 24 minutes, 48 seconds and let me
22 know when you're able to play it.
23 (Video playing.)
24 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. You can pauseit.

25 How far did you get?
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2 A. Thereisafeaturethat allowsyou to display
3 somethematic -- display thematics on the map.
4 Q. Andisthe thematics something that comes
5 blank that AutoBound users need to add or are there sort
6 of aset of starting thematics they could select from?
7 A. No, it comesblank. You have to select what
8 you want to -- what you want to see.
9 Q. Andin--1think inthevideo, isit right
10 that you were explaining the functionality of the
11 thematic feature of autoBound EDGE and how you could use
12 it to select afield and then -- let me start from the
13 beginning -- or let me start over, excuse me.
14 Isit right that the -- in the video, you are
15 showing users how they could select athreshold for a
16 particular demographic statistic?
17 A
18 have athreshold for how much information you want to
19 display.
20 Q. Meaning an AutoBound user could set a
21 threshold for a particular demographic or other
22 Statistic and then AutoBound would somehow indicate
23 whether certain areas were above or below acertain
24 threshold?
25 A. That'scorrect.

| was showing that there is the ability to
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Q. Andthiswasin the functionality that wasin
the software that was licensed to Arkansas?
A. Yes
Q. Andisone of the -- one of the demographic
5 dtatistics that a user could have chosen is statistics
6 relating to the black voting age population?
7  A. Yes, they could have chosen any number of -- |
8 mean, that, among any of thefields. They could have
9 chosen any of the fields, including -- | used black as
10 my example, but they could have chosen anything.
11 Q. Andyou can choose afield including fields
12 relating to black -- black voting age population and
13 then set athreshold to -- to flag if it's above or
14 below acertain number?
15 A. Yes, ifit's-- youcould -- as a percentage
16 of some other value.
17 Q. Gotit. So, for example, the black voters and
18 then total voters, you could put it together as a
19 percent of voters who are black voters and then keep
20 that above or below a certain threshold as a
21 functionality that --
22 A. It's--thefunctionality isfor display
23 purposes, not for drawing purposes.
24 Q. Meaningif -- if thevalueisabove a
25 particular threshold, it's going to be shaded a

A WN P
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1 Q. Okay. Letgotoonehour -- well fast

2 forward a couple of minutes. So we'll go to 1 hour, 6
3 minutes and -- 1 hour, 6 minutes and 53 seconds and

4 well watch it for about -- we'll watch it for -- we're

5 going to watch thisfor afew minutes.

6 A. Onehour, 7 and 53 seconds you said?

7 Q. I'msorry, 1 hour, 6 minutes and 53 seconds?

8 A. Oh, 1 hour, 6 minutes and 53 seconds. Okay.
9 Q. Let meknow whenyou can start it. Okay.

10 (Video playing.)

11 A. Okay. How far did you want me to go?

12 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) If yougoto 1 hour, 11

13 minutes and 6 seconds.

14  A. Okay. I'm past that.

15 Q. Okay. Did the beginning of the video, | know
16 it showed -- it showed someone who was attending and |
17 think you referenced the -- the prior work with --

18 between Citygate and state. Did that refresh your

19 recollection whether Arkansas was the audience for this
20 training?

21 A. No-- | mean, yes, it -- it wouldn't be.

22 Q. Itwasnot Arkansas?

23 A. No.

24 Q. Okay.

25 A. Youcan seethat from thelist of counties
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1 particular color in the map, but that's not going to

2 dictate how someone draws an actual map?

3 A. Correct. You'rejust --

4 Q. Gotit.

5 A. --it'sjustto display your information.

6 It's-- it's essentially athematic map showing

7 densities of different population characteristics

8 depending on what you may be interested in seeing.

9 Q. And--andwhy did you choose -- pardon, black
10 voters as a percent of the total population as an
11 example?
12 A. Just seemed like an easy thing to pick. It
13 wasn't any -- there wasn't any -- in other -- I'm
14 familiar with the demographics generally of Arkansas.
15 Picking Hawaii and Pacific Islanders wouldn't have shown
16 anything that would be meaningful.
17 Q. Did anyone from Arkansas ask you about
18 functionality relating to tracking information about --
19 tracking threshold of black voters?
20  A. No, the-- theaudio isthere. | mean,
21 there's nobody -- if anybody asked questions, they would
22 have -- they would have been on the audio.
23 Q. Wél, | mean, either inthis-- inthisvideo
24 or outside of thisvideo?

25 A. Notthat | recall specificaly.
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1 that came up too.

2 Q. Right. Well, yeah, | guess| wasn't -- it

3 wasn't clear to meif you were -- if it was atraining

4 for Arkansas using, like -- and you had another state's

5 dataup or if it wastraining for another state and

6 that'swhy you had the other state's data up?

7  A. No, thisdatawas for the State of Washington

8 and | did do the work for them in 2000. That's what |

9 wastalking about in the -- in the video and | was
10 explaining to them that the data that they provided me
11 to process for them was not -- was -- was not really the
12 way it should have been done and so that's -- it was
13 specific to Washington.
14 Q. Gotit. Okay. Very helpful. So Washington
15 historically used integrated voter -- you know, voting
16 dataintoits-- intoits-- let me -- let me restart.
17 So, historicaly, Citygate worked with
18 Washington to integrate voting datainto Washington's
19 autoBound EDGE, but didn't -- didn't do that work for
20 Arkansas?

21 A. Notto my recollection.
22 Q. Okay.
23 A. And, again, let me-- let me-- I'll -- I'll

24 explain the process alittle bit to you so it might help

25 you in your understanding of -- of how thingswork in
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1 redistricting. The process of adding election and -- or
2 any political datawith this voter -- voter rules or

3 election datais very time consuming and very expensive
4 and it can't be done after the fact.

5 So, for example, in the case of -- let'sjust

6 take the example of Washington, that work is done years
7 before redistricting starts and there is no guarantee

8 that the data that gets produced is ever going to be

9 used, but it's done in case the legidlature --

legislature decides to do it, because if they decide to
useit, then it'stoo late to go ahead and createit, if

that makes any sense.

13 Q. Gotit.

14 A. Sothat'swhy | wouldn't -- see, the reason

15 I'm explaining this, even if the datais created in the

16 case of Washington, it is ho guarantee that it would be
17 used. It may or may not be used. Same asin Arkansas.
18 | don't know if they created it or if they didn't, but

19 if they did, there's no guarantee that it would actually
20 beused. It could well be that the legislature decides
21 that they're not going to useiit or it could be decided

22 that they are going to useit, but if they decide

23 they're going to use it, the data should have been

24 created years before because it takes years to create

25 it.

10
11
12
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1it?
2 A. Evenif they saved it as athematic map, al |
3 cantell you isthat they saved it as athematic map.
4 Doesn't -- doesn't mean that they looked at it. Could
5 have created it and then never used it.
6 Q. Gotit. Sothenit's--it soundslike -- so
7 autoBound EDGE has no record of whether a map drawer
8 viewed particular racial demographic data?
9 A. That'scorrect. And that's not becauseit's
10 intentional or we're trying to avoid looking -- avoid
11 storing that information. It'sjust impractical to
12 storethat type of information.
13 Q. Gotit. Andwhat did you mean when you said,
14 like, this stuff islegal or evidence?
15 A. Meaning that thereisa process of -- because
16 redistricting -- redistricting plans often get
17 challenged in court and then you have to produce the
18 work that you've done as a part of discovery. Wetake
19 some effort into storing information as much as we can
20 sothat it can -- you can retrace what somebody did.
21 So information that is practical to store, we
22 do and that's what | was explaining, so that we are
23 aware that thisinformation is something that may be
24 looked at and people are going to want to seeit. Soto

25 the degree that information can be captured, we -- we
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1 Q. Gotit. Okay. | think thelast -- just one
2 more portion of the video.
3 MR. PIERCE: Asit turnsout, Justin, itis
4 not -- it's not past the hour and 30 minute mark, so...
5 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Mr. Hejazi, if you'reableto
6 goto 1 hour, 18 minute and then we're going to watch it
7 for two minutes, so we'll go from 1 hour, 18 minutes to
8 1 hour, 20 minutes.
9 (Video playing.)
10 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. Canyou -- can
11 you walk us through what you were talking about in that
12 portion of the training video?
13  A. I believe-- by theway, thisis-- this
14 training was done for Washington, because | recognize
15 the voice of the individua that was talking and asking
16 the question. The question | believe was, is there
17 record of what data you've looked at, meaning if you
18 decided to display Hispanic population on your map, is
19 there some record that you looked at that piece of
20 information and | answered -- and my answer was that no,
21 wedon't record that.
22 Q. Gotit. Sofair to say that autoBound EDGE
23 doesn't store information about whether a user viewed
24 particular racial data unless the user basically saves

25 it as athematic map or does something similar to save
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1 capture that information, but there isinformation
2 that's not practical to capture, like what is the person

3 looking at.
4 Q. Gotit. Okay.
5 MR. GOLDSTEIN: | think, Matthew, we can put

6 up our next exhibit. | think we just have -- we have a

7 series of emails and attachments to march through.

8 MR. BRASCHER: Michael, sorry, | gotta-- |

9 would like to take a five-minute break if we can, unless
10 you've only got afew minutes left.
11 MR. PIERCE: Yeah, yeah, sure. Sowhy don't
12 we go -- why don't we go off the record, take -- take a
13 five-minute break and then why don't we come back at
14 3:00 p.m. eastern. Does that work?
15 MR. BRASCHER: Yep.
16 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record at
17 1:54 Central Time.
18 (A recesswastaken from 1:54 p.m. To
19 2:02 p.m.)
20 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record
21 at 2:02 p.m.
22 MR. PIERCE: Thanks, everybody. So | believe,
23 Matthew, you just -- you just loaded an exhibit --
24 sorry, which number?

25 MR. GOLDSTEIN: | just loaded Exhibit No. 16.
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(Deposition Exhibit No. 16 was marked for
identification and made part of the record.)
MR. PIERCE: 16, perfect.

Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Okay. Mr. Hejazi, you should
seein front of you Exhibit 16, which is a document with
aBates stamp ending in 14639 that's a July 2nd, 2021,
email from Shelby Johnson to you subject RE: My
Districting Online Customization; is that right?

A. Yes

Q. Do you recognize this email?

A. Yes

Q. Canyou explain what's being discussed in this
email?

14 A. |think there was a-- something they wanted
15 to show the online portion of the software to the

16 Secretary of State and they were asking us for the
17 customizations that they had asked for, if they were
18 complete.

19 Q. Describe what those customizations were.
20 A. lcan'trecal.

21 Q. Any customizations related to how racia data
22 was displayed?

23 A. Probably not, because racia wouldn't have
24 been displayed in the -- in the online version.

25 Typicaly, wejust show population information. It was
Page 142
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1 useit?
2 A. | bdieveso. | mean, they're asking for
3 customization. I'mlooking at this email thinking that
4 they would have -- if they -- if they asked for
5 customization that they intended to actualy useit.
6 Q. Other than thisemail, isthere anything that
7 ismaking you think that Arkansas likely actually used
8 the online software and it went live?
9 A. | can't recall specifically, no, because we --
10 we had -- redistricting is a very hectic time and so
11 you're generally just trying to put out fires. So you
12 don't dive deep into anything unlessit isrequired. So
13 | wouldn't have gonein and checked on them to see what
14 their website looked like unless | had areason to do
15 it.
16 Q. Andasyou sit heretoday, you can't recall
17 having --
18 A. lcan't--|dontrecal seeingit. | think
19 if | -- actualy, if | remember correctly, one of the
20 things that Shelby wanted to do was create -- configure
21 the online system so that the localities could also do
22 redistricting without having to purchase software. So
23 he wanted to provide functionality to the localities for
24 them to draw their, you know, council districts and

25 whatnot using the software without having to pay for
Page 144

1 likely have to do with, you know, displaying their --
2 their logo and putting links and dates and times and
3 thingslike that on there. That's typically what would
4 be -- what would be asked during the customization. |
5 don't think it would have anything to do with racial --
6 withracial data.
7 Q. Andwhat -- what was the purpose of having an
8 on -- like, an online version?
9 A. Toadlow thepublicto view plans.
10 Q. Gotit. Anddid -- and did you have
11 conversations with Arkansas about how they intended to
12 usethe-- the online version of the software?
13 A. Not specificaly.
14 Q. Theonlineversion of the software you
15 mentioned likely wouldn't have racial data. Would it

16 have the -- the voting partisanship information?
17  A. No, definitely not.
18 Q. Gotit. Doyou --
19  A. | mean, that's-- | shouldn't -- to clarify,

20 they -- itisvery rare to even have -- to -- to have

21 the demographic data on, let alone something as specific
22 asvoter informationin general. So | can'timagine

23 that Arkansas would have asked for anything like that.
24 Q. Anddoyou know if Arkansas -- Arkansas's

25 onlinetool, like, did it go live? Did they actually
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additional fees. | think that was one of the
customi zations they wanted.
Q. Gotit. Okay. Well pull up the next
exhibit. Oh, and -- sorry, | guess one last question on
the online part. Would it allow -- this online software
that Arkansas had, would it allow members of the public
to, like, draw -- could they draw mapsin it?
A. Technicdly, yes, but | don't -- | don't think
that functionality was ever enabled. And | say that
mostly because to allow that capability requires alot
of horsepower on the server side, which would have
required us to upgrade them to a much bigger server and
| don't recall having done that.
Q. Guotit.
A. Soindirectly, | think that was not done.
Q. Okay.
MR. PIERCE: | think, Matthew, well pull up
the next exhibit.
MR. GOLDSTEIN: Introducing Plaintiff's
Exhibit 17.
(Deposition Exhibit No. 17 was marked for
identification and made part of the record.)
Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. Plaintiff's
24 Exhibit 17, it's a document Bates Stamp ending in 15994.

25 It'saJduly 20th, 2021, email from Jennifer Wheeler to
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1 you subject RE: Updated User Guide For EDGE, question
2 mark; isthat right?

3 A. It'sverydifficult to read this. | can't --

4 I'm actually trying to zoom into it. It'svery garbled.

5 Q. Yeah,itprintedin-- it PDF'd in landscape

6 mode because there are some screenshots that were, like,
7 taken from amonitor that had a very wide --

8 A. | canmake out Jennifer Wheeler.
9 Q. Areyou ableto read the text of her email?
10 A. No.

11 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Mr. Hejazi, if you zoominto
12 about 250 percent and let it sit for aminute, doesiit

13 load the text alittle clearer?

14 THE WITNESS: Itisn't. I'm actualy at 250

15 percent. Let metry...

16 MR. PIERCE: Matthew, isit the case that

17 Mr. Hejazi could also download -- does Exhibit Share
18 give him the option to download it?

19 MR. GOLDSTEIN: I'm not sure what he can see
20 on hisend.

21 THE WITNESS: | think | can make out certain
22 words. | guess go ahead and ask your question and I'll
23 seeif | can figureit out from what I'm looking at. 1f
24 not, then I'm going to try to seeif | can figure out a

25 different way to see this.
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1 A. Yeah, I'veread thispart, yeah. Yep.

2 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) Sol think if we can pause

3 there. That coversthe portions | have questions about.

4 Soif we go back to the top, when Jennifer Wheeler is

5 asking you about loading political -- "political data,"

6 what did you understand her to be asking about?

7 A. Datathat'snot -- doesn't come with the

8 census.

9 Q. And-- and how do you understand your email
10 exchange with her in terms of whether Arkansas loaded
11 that -- loaded political datato AutoBound?

12 A. Based onthis, I'm guessing she was trying to
13 doit.

14 Q. Didsheeventualy load political datato

15 AutoBound?

16 A. Idon'trecal.

17 Q. And-- and apologies, but palitical data, you

18 think of it as-- | believe you said data that's not

19 included in the census data; is that right?

20 A. Correct. It could beelection results. It

21 could be voter data. It could be any number of things.
22 It'snot -- we categorize that -- al of that into one

23 grouping of political data.

24 Q. | believeyou testified earlier that, please

25 correct meif I'm wrong, loading political data --
Page 148

1 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Michael, would it be helpful
2 for meto share my screen on -- on Zoom to -- it'sjust
3 theview of the exhibit on -- on Exhibit Share --

4 MR. PIERCE: Yeah.

5 MR. GOLDSTEIN: -- but | can see the text.

6 MR. BRASCHER: Yesh, let'stry that.

7 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Okay. Let meknow if you can
8 -- if you can seethis.

9 THE WITNESS: Yeah, | can -- yeah, thisis

10 much morelegible.

11 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Sorry for that. To clear up

12 therecord again, it's -- we have Exhibit 17 up on the

13 screen. It'saJuly 20th, 2021, email from Jennifer

14 Wheeler to Mr. Hejazi subject RE: Updated User Guide for
15 Edge, question mark; isthat -- isthat right,

16 Mr. Hegjazi?
17  A. Yes
18 Q. Anddo you recognize this email?

19 A. Yes. | mean,it'sjust an email from myself

20 and it's exchanged between myself and somebody named
21 Jennifer Wheeler.

22 Q. Canyoutakeaminuteto review what's on the

23 screen right now?

24 MR. PIERCE: And once you've reviewed it,

25 Matthew, can scroll down and you can --
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1 loading political datatakestime and should be donein
2 advance of theredistricting. Here, it's July 2021.
3 Would you expect that after this email Arkansas
4 successfully loaded all of its -- all the political
5 data?
6 A. Preparingit takesalot of time. Loading it
7 takes-- takes aday.
8 Q. Didyoutak with Ms. Wheeler about this --
9 you know, loading of the political datainto Arkansas's
10 -- in Arkansas's software?
11 A. I don'trecal specificaly. If there was any
12 more exchanges with her, it might -- it might shed light
13 on to what -- what | -- you know, whether we set up a
14 timeto meet or -- or if | guided her through it. |
15 don't know -- the problem with redistricting and problem
16 with thistype of dataisthat alot of people have a
17 misunderstanding of what it actually is and what it
18 takesto load it into any kind of a mapping software.
19 And soit could be that she was knowledgeable and had
20 done the prep work or it could be that | met with her
21 andtold her that what she wanted to do was not
22 possible. | can't recall.
23 Q. Would Citygate be ableto tell if she did, in
24 fact, load political data?

25 A. Tél fromwhat?
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1 Q. Would there beaway for Citygate to tell if

2 shedid, infact, load political data?

3 A. Not -- not short of looking at the data sets.

4 Q. Inyour experience working with other states,
5 isittypical that if they want to load political data,

6 they work with Citygateto load it as opposed to doing
7 it themselves without Citygate's help?

8 A. No, they -- thereis plenty of peoplethat do

9 that kind of work. It'susualy --

10 Q. Sorry.
11 A. --it'susudly apolitical process meaning --
12 wedll, actually, | take that back. Sometimes the state

13 decidesto do the work because one or both political
14 partiesindicate that they would like to have the data.
15 So, for example, in the case of Washington, the

16 Secretary of States collect -- collects the data and

17 then they processit and makeit available to all

18 partiesinterested.

19 In other situations, they hire consultants.

20 There's -- there's people, the RNC, the DNC has their
21 own consultants and they also do the work themselves to
22 providethisdata. Oncethedatais provided, meaning
23 thedatais collected and provided, then loading it into
24 our softwareis not that hard, but preparing that data

25 isvery time consuming and generally takes -- takes
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1 So depending on whether you want to do all of
2 itor someof it or just alittle bit of it or you may
3 just be doing alittle experiment to see what it looks
4 like, it will take a variety of different amount of
5 times.
6 Q. Ithink you -- you testified earlier in
7 connection with | believeit's Exhibit 12, the -- the
8 training video, that AutoBound doesn't store sort of the
9 datathat auser looks at, but does it store the data
10 that the user has loaded into the system?
11 A. Yes, that datais-- so we don't -- we don't
12 store -- we don't store the information for the purposes
13 of archiving. We simply store it for the purpose of
14 using. It'slike an Excel spreadsheet. If you're using
15 it, then everything that you've done in that spreadsheet
16 isstored, but if you delete that and use a different
17 spreadsheet, then that dataiis stored.
18 Soit'snot a--it'snot a-- it'snot a--
19 we don't have an archival process. We just load the
20 data, they useit, make plans, and then afterwards, if
21 they keep it, they keep it. If they don't keep it, it
22 getsdeleted. We don't control that.
23 Q. Gotit. Soif -- if Arkansas kept itsfiles
24 associated with this software, would those files show

25 whether political datawas loaded into their software
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1 years of work.
2 Q. And-- and to your knowledge, did Arkansas --
3 it sounds like --
4  A. | dontrecall them asking usto doit and
5 short of -- | didn't even recall this conversation until
6 you just brought up thisemail, so | -- | don't have any
7 recollection that | did anything under -- other than
8 answer questions on the software side for them.
9 Q. And--andfair to say asyou -- you know, as
10 you sit here today, you don't recall any further
11 discussions with Ms. Wheeler or others with Arkansas
12 about, you know, loading the political data,
13 implementation of the political data, questions about
14 how it displays?
15 A. Correct. And| don't recall any
16 conversations, specific conversations. | mean, as-- as
17 you -- asthis email points out, I'm not remembering
18 every conversation that I've had with them.
19 And to be clear a'so, political data can mean
20 somebody just loads one cycle of election results. In
21 thiscase, let's say presidential election for 2020,
22 that might not take, you know, ayear to develop. That
23 might take just a couple of days to do, but if you're
24 deciding to do every election since 2010 to 2020 for

25 every office, then that takes alot of time.
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1 that they used for drawing the 2021 redistricting maps?
2 A. Yes, if you-- if you had the data that they
3 used, you could just open the software and quickly see
4 what fields are in the software and that would give you
5 avery clear idea of what fields are there. And the
6 censusfields are obvious and then anything that's after
7 the census fields would be stuff that they would have
8 added.
9 Q. Gotit. Butthat'snot something -- that's
10 not information that Citygate has, that's something that
11 Arkansas has?

12 A. That'scorrect.
13 Q. Okay. Okay. Thank you.
14 MR. PIERCE: | think, Matthew, you can stop

15 screen sharing and we can pull up our next exhibit.

16 MR. GOLDSTEIN: All right. Thisisgoing to
17 be Maintiff's Exhibit 18.

18 (Deposition Exhibit No. 18 was marked for

19 identification and made part of the record.)

20 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Okay. Plaintiff's Exhibit

21 18, it'sadocument Bates stamped ending in 20757. It's
22 an email meeting invitation for a meeting to be held on
23 August 9th, 2021; isthat right?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Doyou recognizethisinvitation or the
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1 meeting? 1 description of abill.
2 A. Yes 2 Q. Okay. What makesyou think that?
3 Q. What was the meeting about? 3 A. Becausehe'stesting it on asenate plan.
4  A. Just they wanted to know when the data was 4 Q. Andhow do you interpret when Shelby Johnson
5 going to be available, the census data for 5 says, "For grins| ran this style on the Draft Senate
6 redistricting. 6 Plan | developed for research and devel opment”?
7 Q. Gotit. Did-- did you discuss, you know, 7  A. linterpret that asthisreport, he didn't
8 dataor analytical tools that would show demographics or 8 think it was going to work, but he just decided to test
9 racial demographics? 9 it out just to see what it would look like.
10  A. No, | think thisisjust a-- thisisjust a 10 Q. Gotit. Andthen when Johnson says, "Thisone
11 meeting that was -- they wanted to know when the data 11 isredlly the Congressional Districts as my fake test
12 was going to be available, the census data. 12 data, against the Senate report style just so it will
13 Q. If youlook at thelist of meeting attendees, 13 run and load faster," what does that mean?
14 anyone whose name you recognize other than Shelby 14  A. (Witnessreading to himself.) Sothe--the
15 Johnson? 15 congressional districts have fewer districts, so | think
16 A. Matthew DeLong I think was -- was a technical 16 the point he'strying to make is that whatever this
17 person that worked for -- for Shelby. No, | don't know 17 report is, it's not practical for a Senate plan, because
18 -- | don't specifically didn't -- | didn't specifically 18 the Senate has alot more districts so it would teke a
19 know any of the -- the individuals attending other than 19 lot longer and be alot bigger report.
20 theones| just mentioned. 20 Q. Andhis-- hislast sentence, "When we get
21 Q. Okay. Let'sgo to the next exhibit. 21 thisfinalized we can put the report templatein all of
22 MR. GOLDSTEIN: All right. Thiswill be 22 your AutoBound installs so that any of you will be able
23 Plaintiff's Exhibit 19. 23 to run thereports,” what does that mean?
24 (Deposition Exhibit No. 19 was marked for 24 A. Thatjust means exactly what he's saying, just
25 identification and made part of the record.) 25 after the report isfinalized, we can put the template
Page 154 Page 156
1 Q. (ByMr.Pierce) Okay. So Plaintiff's -- 1 inthe-- intheir -- in their installation and then
2 Plaintiff's Exhibit 19 is an October 7, 2021, email from 2 they would have access to the support. So thisis about
3 Shelby Johnson to a group of people, subject is Final 3 customizing a particular report.
4 Report... 4 Q. Gotit. Anditlooked -- it lookslikein the
5 Isthat right? 5 top of the message there's an attachment that says
6 A. Yeah,it'snot come up yet. 6 Board_Test_report.pdf, that will be our next exhibit.
7 Q. Okay. Sorry. 7 A. Okay.
8 A. Yep,gotit. 8 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Plaintiff's
9 Q. Soan October 7, 2021, email from Shelby 9 Exhibit 20.
10 Johnson to agroup of people subject Final Report... 10 (Deposition Exhibit No. was marked for
11 Isthat right? 11 identification and made part of the record.)
12 A. Yeah 12 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) So Plaintiff's Exhibit 20 is
13 Q. I'mnot sureyou're copied on it, but | know 13 adocument Bates stamped ending in 412. Thefirst page

14 you've gotten emails from Shelby Johnson before. Does
15 thislook like other emails you got from Shelby Johnson?
16 A. | mean, it has his name at the bottom. |

17 guessthisisthe general format of his emails.

18 Q. Doyou know what they're talking about in this
19 email? Let me-- sorry, let me rephraseit.

20 Any recollection of what they're talking about

21 in-- inthisemail chain?

22 A. No, butl -- | have a suspicion of what

23 they're talking about.

24 Q. What isyour suspicion?

25 A. |think thiswasjust abill report, like a
Page 155
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of the document is titled Board of Apportionment Report

15 it hasalast date edit October 7, 2021; is that right?
16 A. Yes

17 Q. Doesthisdocument look familiar?

18  A. Itlikeslikeareport that was generated from
19 our software. It does not look like one that we made.
20 Q. Andhow -- how areyou ableto tel it's

21 generated by your software?

22 A. ltjustlooks--theformatissimilar.
23 Q. If wego tothe second page of the PDF, what
24 does Geography Layer mean?

25 A. It meansthat thelist of what -- thelist
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1 that -- that isfollowing is lists from the county's

2 layer.

3 Q. Andthen the Geography Layer VVoting Precincts
4 near the bottom of the second page?

5 A. Theway thisreport isorganized is District

6 1, which is showing on Page 2, it first lists the whole

7 counties that make up that district. Thenisliststhe

8 precincts that make up that district and the whole

9 blocks, if there were any.

Q. And it looks like on the second page near the
bottom, under the Voting Precinct label, it says Pulaski
12 and then has a series of numbers. What are those?

13  A. Whereareyou looking at now?

14 Q. It'sat the bottom of the second page, Bates

15 stamped 413, it says Geography Layer, Voting Precincts
16 and then it says Pulaski?

17  A. Oh, it'sthe name of that county where the

18 precinct is.

19 Q. And then those different column headers

20 underneath Pulaski, Total Persons, Voting Age, White
21 Black, what do those mean?

22 A. |don't know specificaly. | imaginethey're

23 white alone, black alone, Hispanic, Asian alone,

24 American Indian alone and Hawaii and Pacific Islander
25 done.

10
11
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1 just like a spreadsheet. Y ou could have several columns
2 that are not shown that total up to black.
3 Q. Gotit. Butthis--isthisreport consistent
4 with your understanding that at the time the -- that
5 Arkansas was doing the 2021 congressional redistricting,
6 the Arkansas AutoBound users had access to
7 precinct-level datathat included racial demographic
8 information?
9 A. Yes Ingenerd, they -- AutoBound users had
10 access to demographics which included whatever people
11 put intheir census forms asfar asracial categories
12 go.
13 Q. Okay. We can pull up the next exhibit.
14 MR. GOLDSTEIN: All right. Thiswill be
15 PMaintiff's Exhibit 21.
16 (Deposition Exhibit No. 21 was marked for
17 identification and made part of the record.)
18 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Okay. Plaintiff's Exhibit 21
19 isadocument Bates stamped ending in 15378 and it's an
20 October 8th, 2021, email from Shelby Johnson to you
21 subject RE: AutoBound racial and Demographic Report
22 Assistance; isthat right?
23 A. Yes.
24 Q. Okay. Sothisison-- let'ssee. If wego

25 to the -- the bottom of the email chain, it's an October
Page 160

1 Q. Why doyou think that's what they are?
2 A, It'sjust my guess. | don't know for the
3 fact. | would haveto look at the -- the way the report
4 was made and what'sin it.
5 Q. Butyour guessisthat it's -- that black
means black alone is because the sort of starting point
for AutoBound black datais the black alone?
A. No, that'snot -- | mean --
MR. BRASCHER: Sorry, just object to the form.
Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Sorry, Mr. Hejazi. Let me
back up. Your basisfor understanding the second page
12 of that report and what the -- what the column Black
13 represents, can you tell us what your basis for -- for
14 that understanding is?
15 A. Idon'tknow for afact. | just made aguess
16 and the guessisthat's probably -- if | made that
17 report, | would probably do that. | don't know if they
18 did that. Also OMB has guidelines for how to calculate
19 certain minorities. It's very possible that these are
20 the OMB guidelines.
21 Q. How would you tell what black means? Would
22 you need to go into their AutoBound that generated this
23 report and see the screens.
24 A. Correct. | would actually have to open up the

25 report and see what -- what is used to create. It's
Page 159
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1 7 email from Shelby Johnson to you. I'll giveyou a
2 second to read it.

3 A Yep
4 Q. What'sthisBoard of Apportionment Report?
5 A. Idontknow.

6 Q. Thisreport -- well, let me restart.

7 It looks like the screenshot that Shelby put

8 in hisemail to you includesracia demographic
9 information on the voting precinct and on the block
10 level; isthat right?
11  A. Yes
12 Q. Andthenif wego to thetop of thisexhibit,
13 shelby says, "The modified report is based off the
14 Racia and Demographicsreport." Do you know what he
15 means?
16 A. It's-- wehaveareport called Racial and
17 Demographic Report. Looks like they took our report and
18 customized it.

19 Q. Whenyou say "we have areport,” you mean the
20 --

21 A. My software does.

22 Q. --the AutoBound software that was licensed to

23 Arkansas for the 2021 redistricting had a-- abuilt-in
24 report that was called the -- the Racial and

25 Demographics Report?
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1 A Yes

2 Q. Andthat Racial and Demographics Report had
3 raciad and demographic information at the district

4 level, the voting precinct level, and the -- the census

5 block level?

6 A. Depending on what -- depending on what layers
7 theredistrict -- what layers the state used for

8 redistricting.
9 Q. The--
10 A. If that'swhat they used. It's not universal

11 soit'snot a--it'snot -- | can't say that -- for the
12 case of Arkansas, | believe it was, yes.

13 Q. IsthisRacial and Demographics Report, is
14 that related to --

15 MR. PIERCE: Sorry, Matthew, which exhibit are
16 weonnow? | think we'reon 21 | think.

17 THE WITNESS: Yes.

18 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Yes.

19 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) Isthat-what you're

20 describing now, the Racial and Demographics Report, is

1 statesthat use townships. There's states that use city

2 boundaries. So depending on what the state is using,

3 thereport will reflect that.

4 Q. Gotit. Andyour understanding is that

5 Arkansas was using census block, precinct, district,

6 such that the Racial and Demographics Report available
7 to Arkansas users during this 2021 redistricting would

8 haveincluded racial demographics for census block

9 precinct and district levels?

10 A. Notdistrict levels, county levels.

11 Q. County levels. Isthat right?

12 A. Yeah, soit would show thetotals for the

13 district and it would show the breakdown of how many

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

counties there were and the demographics of each county
and then it would go down to the precincts and it would
list whole precincts and their demographics and then
whatever blocks are | eft that are not part -- that are
part of a precinct, it would show those.

Q. And it would have racia demographics for al
of those groups and subgroups?

21 that the spreadsheet that you screen shared earlier in 21 A. That'scorrect.
22 the deposition that showed that -- you know, that on the 22 MR. PIERCE: Matthew, let's introduce the next
23 bottom had population totals and racial demographicsas | 23 -- yeah.
24 thetabs? 24 A. Thereport.
25 A. No, that'sthe spreadsheet that you see during 25 Q. (ByMr. Pierce) Sothere's-- asyou can see,
Page 162 Page 164
1 redigtricting. Thisisareport that you run 1 this-- Exhibit 21 attaches a zip file and another file
2 afterwards. 2 so we're going to -- we're going to introduce as an
3 Q. Gotit. Okay. Sothe-- what we were talking 3 exhibit one of the -- one of the attachments.
4 about earlier | think in Exhibit 3iswhat an -- an 4 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thiswill be Plaintiff's
5 Arkansas map drawer would have had at the bottom of 5 Exhibit 22.
6 their screen unless they -- they changed it? 6 (Deposition Exhibit No. 22 was marked for
7 A. Right 7 identification and made part of the record.)
8 Q. Andwhat you'retalking about now, what Tab 8 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Should be an Excd file.
9 21 -- or what Exhibit 21 is about is about after you 9 Might take afew seconds to load.
10 draw amap, areport -- areport that AutoBound can 10 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) So Exhibit -- Exhibit 22
11 generatethat gives you particular information? 11 corresponds to the Bates Stamp 15382. It's an Excel so
12  A. Yes 12 it's not Bates stamped. It'sa-- it's a spreadsheet
13 Q. Canyourun thisreport on, like, adraft 13 included in the zip files attached to Exhibit 21 and its
14 proposed plan? 14 first tab is called Population Totals -- excuse me; is
15 A. Youcanrunitonany plan at any time. 15 that right?
16 Q. Okay. Andis-- and, sorry, just to make sure 16 A. Yes
17 I'm understanding, the -- the Racial and Demographics 17 Q. Do you recognize this document?
18 Report, | wastrying to understand at what level of 18  A. Thislooks like the spreadsheet that's
19 granularity the report runs; does it go down to precinct 19 displayed when they're drawing maps.
20 level and census block. And | believe your testimony 20 Q. Andon the-- meaning displayed in AutoBound
21 wasthat the answer isit depends, and what does it 21 when auser, including an Arkansas 2021 congressional
22 depend on again? 22 redistricting user, was -- was drawing draft maps?
23 A. Itdependson what level -- what levels of 23 A. ltcould have been. | don't know if thisis
24 geography -- so to clarify, not every state uses county, 24 --thisisit or not.

25 precinct and blocks for building their plans. There are
Page 163

25 Q. Meaning thisisthe starting point, but the
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1 Arkansas user could have customized their view to show
2 something else?
3 A. Correct.
4 Q. And columns -- you know, Columns A -- | guess,
5 sorry, Column L listed black. Do you know in this
6 context of the starting report in AutoBound what black
7 meansin this context?
8 A. Inthiscontext, | couldn't tell you.
9 Q. Canyou tell where this data comes from, like
10 meaning if it comes from the 2020 census or elsewhere?
11 A. No. It'sjust -- thisis-- lookslike -- |
12 mean, it isan Excel, so | guess maybe | can open it up
13 in Excel and seewhat it is, but when | click it, it
14 just showsaview of it. And just from thisview, |
15 can't realy tell anything. Thislooks similar to our
16 -- to our default, or you know, our starting point or
17 default spreadsheet, but | can't tell if they've
18 modified it or not.
19 Q. Gotit. If wego back to Tab 21 -- or sorry,
20 Exhibit 21, the email where Shelby Johnson says,
21 "Attached isthe Report and the compressed plan,” if
22 Johnson created this particular type of report, isit
23 thetype of thing that could be loaded into AutoBound
24 and then used for, you know, different purposes? Like

25 they could use this report for congressional
Page 166

1 reportsthat Arkansas was capable of creating on its own
2 todisplay in AutoBound; isthat fair?

3 A. Yes, they are -- they are -- they are capable

4 of producing these.

5 Q. Allright. Well pull up one more -- one more

6 exhibit.

7 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Okay. Thisis Plaintiff's
8 Exhibit 23.
9 (Deposition Exhibit No. 23 was marked for

10 identification and made part of the record.)

11 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) All right. Exhibit 23 isan

12 email from Shelby Johnson to you asking for acall to
13 discuss why the AutoBound matrix defaults to black alone
14 for calculating voters age percentage. It has a Bates
15 ending in 15015; is that right?

16 A. Okay.

17 Q. Sorry,justto -- isthat right in terms of

18 thisis-- exhibit is adocument Bates stamped 15015 --
19 A. Yesyes

20 Q. --email from Shelby Johnson to you subject
21 Arkansas Follow Up Cadll?

22 A. Yes.
23 Q. Will you describe what's going on here?
24  A. |don't remember what theissue was. It seems

25 he's -- he's asking me why -- why it defaults to black
Page 168

1 redigtricting. They could useit for state legislative
2 plans.
3 A. Technicaly, yes.
4 Q. What do you mean by technically -- by
5 technically?
6 A. Technicaly the report can be used for
7 anything, although oftentimes we make reports specific
8 for different plan types, but there's nothing in the
9 software that preventsit from being used in any -- on
10 any plan.
11 Q. Gotit. And so Arkansas, if they generated
12 thisfor -- for example, for state legidative plan,
13 they could have generated a similar report, but you
14 know, focused on congressional districts?
15 A. Correct.
16 Q. Allright. I think we can go to what might be
17 thelast tab or might be the last exhihit.
18  A. Justtoclarify, | mean, it does say on this
19 asan example, Senate population on demographic report.
20 That'swhy I'm saying usually you would customize it, so
21 you wouldn't want to have areport that has the heading
22 of Senate population onitif you'redisplayinga-- a
23 congressional map.
24 Q. Gotit. ThisExhibit 21, the email, and then

25 Exhibit 22 the attachment, these are the types of
Page 167

1 alonefor calculating voting age percentage. | don't
2 know if that was a bug that he was -- he had found that
3 voter age population was showing black population or why
4 we were using black alone for calculating percentage of
5 voting -- for calculating voting age percentage of black
6 population. | don't -- | don't -- | don't know the
7 detailsor | don't recall the details.
8 Q. DidAutoBound use black alonefor -- asthe
9 default for calculating statistics related to black
10 either voters or black individuals?
11  A. Yes, wedid havethat as our starting point.
12 Q. Would that mean the -- like, the default
13 racia demographic report referenced in the prior tab
14 would have as its default using black alone to calculate
15 racial demographic information?
16 A. It's--it'spossible.
17 Q. Did--
18 A. I mean, | don't-- I don't know what they used
19 as-- onthat particular report, | don't know what they
20 used.
21 Q. Gotit.
22 A. So-- soto explain thisalittle better, the
23 reasoning isif you use -- if you don't use the alone
24 populations, you end up with more population than the --

25 than the -- than the total population.
Page 169

43 (Pages 166 - 169)

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127



Case 4:23-cv-00471-DPM-DRS-JM  Document 62-6  Filed 11/12/24  Page 45 of 100

1 Q. Because-- 1 the person who'sin charge of TSS, would that refresh
2 A. You have double counts essentially. 2 your memory that you had spoken with people from TSS?
3 Q. Gotit. What -- what | was asking isthe -- 3 A. Yes
4 the default -- let me restart. 4 Q. Andsol just want to put abow on everything
5 In the -- the Racial and Demographics Report 5 you testified to today. Y ou and no one else from
6 that soundslikeit's pre-loaded into AutoBound how that 6 Citygate played any rolein actually creating the maps
7 report -- what metric it uses to calculate black in -- 7 for Arkansas redistricting; is that right?
8 inthe black column init, not the report that Arkansas 8 A. That'scorrect.
9 customized and made on its own, but just -- 9 Q. Anddidyou or anyone from Citygate play any
10  A. Inours, it would have matched to whatever we 10 rolein the decision where to put the lines from the
11 had in the spreadsheet, which is the black alone. 11 Arkansasredistricting?
12 Q. Okay. Andisthat trueinterms of that -- 12 A. No, nobody from our office wasinvolved in
13 sort of the ticker that's at the bottom of the AutoBound 13 that.
14 software as a starting point where when auser is 14 Q. Does-- doyou or anyonein your office have
15 drawing amap, it provides the racial demographic 15 any knowledge of what info was used by Arkansas when
16 information? Doesthat -- isthat also displaying black 16 making its decisionsin the redistricting process?
17 aone? 17 A. No.
18 A. Yes, that'swhat | wastalking about when | 18 Q. Anddo you have any knowledge or does anyone
19 said spreadsheet. 19 at Citygate have any knowledge of how whatever info was
20 Q. Gotit. Okay. 20 provided by you guys, how that info was used?
21 MR. PIERCE: Sol think, Mr. Hejazi, if we can 21 A. No, wewouldn't have any knowledge of that.
22 go off therecord -- if we can go off the record for a 22 MR. BRASCHER: Okay. Nothing further.
23 second. 23 MR. PIERCE: All right. I think we can go off
24 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off therecordat | 24 the record.
25 2:49 p.m. 25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record at
Page 170 Page 172
1 (A recess was taken from 2:49 p.m. to 1 2:59 p.m.
2 2:57p.m) 2 (Deposition concluded at 2:59 p.m.)
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on therecord | 3
4 a 2:57 p.m. Central Time. 4
5 MR. PIERCE: Thank you, everyone. Mr. Hejazi, 5
6 thank you for your testimony today. | want to end just 6
7 with afinal question. 7
8 Q. (By Mr. Pierce) The purpose of the 30(b)(6) 8
9 deposition of Citygate was to learn about Citygate's 9
10 rolein connection with Arkansas's 2021 redistricting. 10
11 Other than what we've already discussed today, anything | 11
12 else you think we should know about -- about that? 12
13 A. No. 13
14 MR. PIERCE: Okay. | think from my 14
15 perspective, | don't -- | don't have any more -- any 15
16 more questions. 16
17 MR. BRASCHER: Okay. | havejust acouple, 17
18 Mr. Hejazi. We'll get you out of here real quick. 18
19 THE WITNESS: Sure. 19
20 CROSS EXAMINATION 20
21 BY MR. BRASCHER: 21
22 Q. Yesh, Okay. So-- okay. First, earlier you 22
23 mentioned that you didn't know anyone off the top of 23
24 your head from TSS, but you had spoken quite a bit -- 24
25 quite a bit to Shelby Johnson. So if Shelby Johnson is 25
Page 171 Page 173
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1 JURAT ; CERTIFICATE
2 THE CHRISTIAN MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE VS. JOHN THURSTON 3 STATE OF OKLAHOMA )
)
3 JOB FILE NO. 170778 4 COUNTY OF TULSA )
4 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 5
1, Shannon S. Harwood, a Certified Shorthand
5SS 6
6 COUNTY OF TULSA Reporter in and for the State of Oklahoma, do hereby
7
7 I, FRED HEJAZI, do hereby state under oath certify that the foregoing is atrue and correct
8 that | have read the above and foregoing deposition in 8
. . . transcription of my shorthand notes of proceedings had
9 itsentirety and that the sameisafull, true and 9
10 correct transcription of my testimony so given at said in Case Number 4:23-CV-471-DPM-DRS-JM heard on the 10th
) ) 10
11 time and place, except for the corrections noted. day of September, 2024, and is only valid with my
12 11
stamped seal and my original signature.
13 12
14 | further certify that | am not related to nor
13
15 Signature of Witness attorney for either of said parties nor otherwise
16 14
interested in said action.
17 Subscribed and sworn to before me, the 15
18 undersigned Notary Public in and for the State of " IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and
19 Oklahoma by said witness, FRED HEJAZI, on this seal this 24th day of September, 2024.
17
20 day of , 2024,
yo 18
21 19
20
2 21
23 22
24 NOTARY PUBLIC z
24 Snannun oThianwouu, SR, RPR, CRR
25 MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 25
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1 ERRATA SHEET 1 Fred Hejazi
2 THE CHRISTIAN MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE VS. JOHN THURSTON 2 fhejazi @citygategis.com
3 DEPOSITION OF FRED HEJAZI 3 September 24, 2024
4 REPORTED BY: SHANNON S. HARWOOD, CSR, RPR, CRR 4 RE: The Christian Ministerial Alliance v. Thurston, John
5  DATE OF DEPOSITION TAKEN: SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 5 9/10/2024, Fred Hejazi , 30(b)(6), (#6903463).
6 JOB FILE NO. 170778 6 The above-referenced transcript has been
7 PAGE LINE IS SHOULD BE 7 completed by Veritext Lega Solutions and
8 8 review of the transcript is being handled as follows:
9 9 _ Per CA State Code (CCP 2025.520 (a)-(€)) — Contact Veritext
10 10 to schedule atime to review the original transcript at
1 11 aVeritext office.
12 12 __ Per CA State Code (CCP 2025.520 (a)-(€)) — Locked .PDF
13 13 Transcript - The witness should review the transcript and
14 14 make any necessary corrections on the errata pages included
15 15 below, notating the page and line number of the corrections.
16 16 Thewitness should then sign and date the errata and penalty
17 17  of perjury pages and return the completed pages to all
18 18 appearing counsel within the period of time determined at
19 19 thedeposition or provided by the Code of Civil Procedure.
20 20 Contact Veritext when the sealed original is required.
21 21 __ Waiving the CA Code of Civil Procedure per Stipulation of
22 22 Counsel - Original transcript to be released for signature
23 23 asdetermined at the deposition.
24 24 __ Signature Waived — Reading & Signature was waived at the
25 25 time of the deposition.
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1 _X_ Federal R& S Requested (FRCP 30(€)(1)(B)) — Locked .PDF
Transcript - The witness should review the transcript and

make any necessary corrections on the errata pages included
below, notating the page and line number of the corrections.
The witness should then sign and date the errata and penalty

of perjury pages and return the completed pages to all
appearing counsel within the period of time determined at

0 N O O WN

the deposition or provided by the Federal Rules.

9 _ Federal R& S Not Requested - Reading & Signature was not
10 requested before the completion of the deposition.
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1Tt there are changes iIn form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer"s Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f)(1) whether a review was requested
and, i1f so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, 1f any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys i1n relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed In accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions 1s committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally ldentifiable
Information (PI1l1). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted In an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted In a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of i1ts subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions*
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext"s Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.




