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JOSHUA RYAN BRIDGES,

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR. SKOCPOL.:
Q. Allright. Good morning, Mr. Bridges.
A. Good morning.
Q. My nameisMichael Skocpal. I'm one of the
attorneys representing plaintiffs in this lawsuit,
Ministerial Alliance, et al., versus Thurston. Could
you please start by stating your full name for the
record?
A. Sure. Joshua Ryan Bridges.
Q. Andyou are here on behalf of the secretary of
state's office. Could you give the secretary of
state's office's business address?
A. Yes. It's500 Woodlane Street, Room 256,
Little Rock, Arkansas, 72201.
Q. Thank you. All right. I'll now ask everyone
who plans on making an appearance to do so, so start
with plaintiff's counsel. Likel said, my nameis
Michael Skocpol from the Legal Defense Fund on behal f
of plaintiffs. I'm joined today by Erin Kurvers of
O'Melveny & Myers. And --
MR. BRASCHER: My nameis Justin
Brascher. I'm an Assistant Attorney Genera

Page 9

A. Okay.
Q. Andthat's so thetranscript can be clear. Let
me know if you don't understand a question. If you
need meto repeat any part of it, | will do my best to
rephrase or repeat as you need. 1'm not trying to
trick you with any questions. | want you to make sure
you understand what I'm asking you.

But if you do answer aquestion, I'm
going to assume that you understood it and heard it
fully. Doesthat make sense?
A. Yes
Q. Theprimary people talking in this deposition
should be you and me. And the court reporter may ask
aquestion, if they need something from us, aswe've
aready heard.

Y ou may also hear your counsel,
Mr. Brascher or Ms. Cryer, object to my questions. If
so, the objection will be noted by the court reporter,
but you must still provide an answer unless
Mr. Brascher or Ms. Cryer instructs you not to. You
understand?
A. Yes
Q. Soisthereany reason why you are unable to
understand or answer my questions truthfully today?
A. No,sir.
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Page 8
with the Arkansas Office of the Attorney

General representing the secretary of state

in thislitigation, and I'm joined by my
colleague, Senior Assistant Attorney General
Christine Cryer.

MR. SKOCPOL: And anyonejoining
remotely who plansto appear? All right.
Maybe they can see and hear us.

Yes. Butjoining us remotely for the
plaintiffs are John Cusick and Leah Aden,
both also of Legal Defense Fund.

THE COURT REPORTER: If you'll sow down
just ahair for me.

MR. SKOCPOL: Sure.

Q. (By Mr. Skocpal:) Soto start with, for today's
deposition, | want to identify afew basic ground
rules so we're on the same page. So first, you're
testifying under oath today, which means you're under
the same duty to answer questions as you would in a
courtroom. Do you understand?

A. Yes

Q. Andacourt reporter istranscribing the
deposition. With that in mind, please answer
questions audibly and clearly. So no nodding or
shaking your head. Say yes or no instead.

© 00 N o a b W N BB
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Page 10
Q. How areyou feeling today?

A. | fed great.
Q. Okay. Areyou under the influence of alcohal,
drugs, or any mind-altering substances?
A. No.
Q. Thisisn't an endurance contest. If, at any
time, you would like to take a break please let me
know. Aswe were discussing before we came on the
record, it may get warm in here. So ask for a break
whenever you need it. We can take afew minutes. And
we will take some breaks whether you ask for them or
not, including for lunch.

Theonly thing | ask is, if | have
already asked a question when you would like to take a
break, please finish answering that question before
asking for a break.
A. Okay.
Q. Soone other thing, you shouldn't be
communicating with anyone about the subject matter of
your testimony during -- while the deposition is
ongoing. That includes during any breakstoday. Do
you understand?
A. Yes
Q. Allright.

MS. KURVERS: Can we move the microphone
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in the middle?
THE COURT REPORTER: Let's go off the
record.
(Discussion held off the record.)
Q. (By Mr. Skocpol:) All right, sir. Let'sgo
back on the record. So you're represented by counsel
today?
A. Yes.

Q. Andthose are the lawyers from the attorney
genera's office who are here with you. Are there any
other attorneys who represent the secretary of state
for purposes of this case?

A. Potentialy Kenneth Burleson, who is our deputy
secretary of state. | believe the roles and duties of
litigation and representation are with -- solely with
the attorney general's office --

Q. Okay.

A. --forthiscase.

Q. Thank you for clarifying that. | appreciateit.
And have you personally sought -- like, so you
personally, not the secretary of state's office,

sought legal advice from any counsel in connection
with this case?

A. That'scorrect.

Q. You have not?

. Page 13
A. | have been at the same location for about 15

years.
Q. Okay. Andwhat's your educationa background?
Where did you go to college, for example?

A. | wentto college at Arkansas State University
Beebe, graduated with my associate's degree.
Transferred to University of Central Arkansasin
Conway, where | got an additional associate's degree
and a bachelor of science in history with aminor in
sociology.

Q. Okay. And what were the -- al of those degrees
were in history with aminor in sociology, or what
were the associate's degrees?

A. My first associate's degree had an emphasisin
psychology. It wasaliberal arts degree. My other
associate's degree had emphasis in secondary social
studies education.

Q. Okay. And do you have any -- beyond those
degrees, do you have any professional certificates?
A. Notthat I currently recall.

Q. So--andl'dliketo learn alittle bit more

about your employment history, especially at the
secretary of state's office. So how long have you
worked for the secretary of state's office?

A. Over 11 years.
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Page 12
A. | havenat, no.
Q. Did you bring any printed materials with you to
the deposition?
A. No.
Q. Anddo you have any documents or communications
available to consult electronically today?
A. Not that I'm aware of, no.
MR. BRASCHER: I'm sorry. I'm just
going to clarify the record quickly. | did
bring copies of his deposition notice. And
if that came up the topics, for example, |
intended to give them to him to consult.
MR. SKOCPOL: Okay. Great. Andwe have
copies of that that we can share aswell, if
it comes up.
Q. (By Mr. Skocpol:) Solet'sstart, | just want

to learn alittle bit about your background
personally. Where did you grow up? Areyou from
Arkansas?

A. | amfrom Arkansas, yes. | grew up in White
County.

Q. Okay. Andwhere do you live currently?

A. |livein McRae, Arkansas, in White County.
Q. InWhite County. Okay. How long have you lived
there?
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Q. What did you do before coming to the secretary

of state's office?

A. | worked part-time at Walmart in Cabot while |
was going through college.

Q. Okay. And whileyou've been at the-- so 11
years you've been at the secretary of state's office.
What jobs or roles have you held while you've been
there?

A. | wasinitialy hired on as a business services
representative, was in charge of inventory and helping
with purchasing. | was the back-up mail clerk for the
secretary of state.

Eight months later after my hire date, |
transferred to the elections division, where | became
an elections services representative. | worked in our
library. | then was promoted to administrative rules
coordinator for about a year.

After that, | was promoted to election
coordinator in 2015, where | served in that role for
fiveyears. In 2020, | was promoted to elections --
what was my title? I'm drawing ablank. Elections
systems analyst. Sorry.

Q. No. | appreciate you taking the time to make
sure.
A. Yeah. Yeah. | servedinthat rolefor afew
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. Page 15
years. And in November of '23, | was promoted to

assistant director of elections.

Q. Andisthat the position you hold currently?
A. Yes

Q. Haveyou held any other positions besides the
onesyou've just listed?

A. Notthat | recal, no, sir.

Q. Andinthoseroles, have you done work on
congressional elections specifically?

A. We had assisted counties with the conduct of
elections. Soin asense, yes.

Q. But that would be elections generally, not which
might include congressional elections; isthat fair to
say?

A. Yes. That'scorrect.

Q. But not specifically congressional elections?
A. Correct.

Q. Soyou said your current position is assistant
director of elections?

A. Yes.

Q. Canyou tell mealittle bit more about that
role? What are your responsibilitiesin that role?
A. | directly assist my director with personnel
issues, approving of time, difficult procedural
guestions. | oversee our election coordinator team

Page 17
A. Around 10.
Q. Andthat's 10 direct reports?
A. Theway our hierarchy worksis, | supervise
everyone beneath mein the division. And we have, in
total, around 12 employees, including myself and my
director.
Q. Okay. Sothat's 12 inthe elections division?
A. Yes

Q. Andthey al report through you to

Director Bellamy?

A. Yes

Q. Wouldyou say you're familiar with the details

of the work of the employees that you supervise?

A. |liketo be, yes. | fedl like I'm comfortable
enough with the work that they do.

Q. And besides the direct reports,

Director Bellamy, are there -- who do you communicate
with regularly in your job other than those folks
we've already discussed?

A. | communicate with our executive team. Usually
Kevin Niehouse, who is one of our deputy secretaries
of state.

Q. Do you -- does much of your job involve
communicating with people outside of the secretary of
state's office?
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Page 16
and assist them as needed as they assist the local

election officials with questions on election law,
election procedure, training on equipment, questions
on the voter registration database.

It'salittle bit of my former election
coordinator and systems analyst role kind of meshesin
with my current assistant director role.

Q. Gotit. Part of your job is supervising folks

who are in that election coordinator role that you

said you've held about five years?

A. Yes

Q. Okay. Andyou said -- well, any other
responsibilities generally in that role other than the
ones you just mentioned?

A. Just assist as needed on any projects or
day-to-day needs.

Q. Okay. Andyou mentioned you assist the director
who you report to. Who isthat?

A. HernameislLedieBellamy, B-E-L-L-A-M-Y.
Q. Andwhat's her title or role?

A. Director of elections.

Q. And so you have team members who report to you
aswdl?

A. Yes

Q. How many?
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Page 18
A. Yes

Q. Who would you regularly communicate with outside
the secretary of state's office?

A. Anywhere from general population to county
clerks to county election commissioners, other state
agencies, the state board of €lection commissioners,
anybody that calls with questions. So it could be a
litany of different entities that we converse with.

Q. Andincluding members of the public or --

A. Yes

Q. Okay. Isyour current position, isthat a
politically-appointed role or isit a career position?
A. Itisacareer position. It'snot politicaly
appointed at all. We actually are not even allowed to
partake publicly in anything political in order to
have thisjob.

Q. Soyou would consider your job to be
nonpartisan?

A. Yes. Very much.

Q. Isthe--ingenera, isthe secretary of

state's office acting in a nonpartisan capacity when
it administers elections?

A. Interms of the administration of e ections and
assistance, consultation that we provide to general
public, local election officials, yes. The secretary
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of state isa Republican in apolitical manner. But

the conduct and any -- from a professional rolein the
eectionsdivision, it isal nonpartisan.

Q. Gotit. Arethere-- well, we can maybe come
back to that. And just wrapping up your own
background, do you have any paid employment other than
your position with the secretary of state's office?

A. Not currently, no.

Q. Areyouamember of any community groups?
A. I'madeacon at our local church, but | don't
know that that would be considered a community group.
Q. Do you serve on the board of any organizations?
A. No,sdir.

Q. AndI think you already answered this but just
confirm, are you involved in politics outside of your
jobin any way?

A. Absolutely not. | don't like politics,

ironically enough.

Q. Allright. Andsol'dliketo also just

understand alittle bit about your deposition
experience. Have you ever been deposed before?

A. Yes

Q. How many times?

A. Atthispoint, | would say probably seven or

. Page 21
couldn’t promise 100 percent accuracy, but

yeah. We could get together and compile
one. Yes.
MR. SKOCPOL: Okay.

Q. (By Mr. Skocpol:) Sointerms of preparing for
this deposition today, how did you learn about today's
deposition?
A. | wasinformed by our general counsel at the
attorney general's office.
Q. That's Kenneth Burleson, who you mentioned
earlier?
A. No. | said genera counsel incorrectly. |
meant Justin Brascher.
Q. Gotit. Just to be clear for the record, when
you say -- you said general counsel incorrectly, you
mean just now, it was actually Mr. Brascher from the
attorney genera's office?
A. Mr. Brascher informed me of this deposition of
when it was going to be, yes.
Q. But Kenneth Burleson isthe general counsel of
the -- in the secretary of state's office?
A. Yes
Q. Do you remember when you were first contacted by
counsel about potentially being deposed in this case?

25| eight times. 25| A. It's been about a month or two ago.
Page 20 Page 22
11 Q. Oh, wow. Okay. Old hand. 1 (Exhibit 1 marked for identification.)
2l A. Yeah 21 Q. Okay. Sol'dliketo start -- I'd like to mark
3| Q. Not your first rodeo. What -- and maybe that's 3| as Exhibit 1 the notice of deposition that was served
4| enough that it may be challenging to remember. But 4| on the secretary of state on July 18th.
5| what cases have you been deposed in? 5 MR. BRASCHER: | think I've got some, so
61 A. Several cases concerning initiative petition 6 we should be okay.
7| processes. | have been deposed in litigation 7 MS. CRYER: Thank you.
8| concerning law on independent candidate ballot access. | 8| Q. (By Mr. Skocpol:) Have you seen this document
9 | was deposed in the Suttlar case back 9| before?

10
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last year. | know I'm forgetting some. But that's,
off the top of my head, al | can remember.

Q. Sure. Sowill al -- fair to say all related to
your role at the secretary of state's office?

A. Yes, gr.

Q. Any -- any cases that weren't about voting or
€l ections connected with the secretary of state's
office?

A. Notthat I recall.

MR. SKOCPOL: And | think it will
probably take too long to go through all of
them. But if we were -- if we wanted to get
alist of casesthat he's been deposed in
before, would that be --

MR. BRASCHER: I'm sure we could compile
one. | don't know that it would be -- |

10

25

A. Yes

Q. Andwhatisit?

A. Thisisthe notice of deposition sent to our

office concerning this case.

Q. And sodo you understand that this -- pursuant

to this notice, you've been designated to testify on
behalf of the secretary of state's office under Rule
30(b)(6) of the federal Rules of Civil Procedure?

A. Yes

Q. What doesthat meanto you? Tell mein your own
words.

A. I'mnot testifying on my individual capacity,

but as a collective capacity asif | wasthe secretary

of state.

Q. You mentioned you've been deposed before. Were
any of those as a Rule 30(b)(6) witness?
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A. Yes
Q. How many of them?
A. | believethisismy third 30(b)(6) case asa
witness.
Q. Okay. Maybe for those, do you remember which --
thisisthethird. So there are two previous times
you've served as a 30(b)(6) witness?
A. | believe so.

Q. What were those two cases?

A. | don't recall which specific cases those were.
They kind of blend together after awhile, so --

Q. Sure. Fair enough. So you remember that you
were -- have been deposed a number of times at the
secretary of state's office and can't remember which
ones are persona capacity versus 30(b)(6)?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Soyou understand that you're here to speak and
testify on behalf of the secretary of state's office,

not you personally?

A. Yes

Q. Let'sturn--if | could have you turn to pages

5 and 6 of the notice. What do you see on pages 5 and
6 of the notice?

A. Thetopicsfor this deposition.

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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as areflection for the response.

Q. Andanytimel ask you about, you know,
preparation or whether you had a conversation with
your attorneys, I'm not asking you to share anything
about the substance of the conversations you've had
with them?

A. Of course.

Q. How many hourswould you say you spent preparing
for the deposition today?

A. Overdl, probably five or six hours.

Q. Didyou review any documents?

A. | looked at our internal recordsto seeif there
were any documents reflective to this court case, yes.
And | also reviewed my previous deposition for the
Suttlar case from last year.

Q. Soaprevious deposition that you had done --
A. Yes

Q. --for the Suttlar case?

A. Yes

Q

. Could you spell the name of that case for the
record?
A. SU-T-T-L-E-R.
MR. BRASCHER: A-R, | believe.
A. A-R

25| Q. And have you reviewed those topics before coming [25| Q. | didn't mean to give you a pop quiz there?
1| to the deposition today? R A. That'sokay. | thought thiswhole thing was gage *
2lA. Yes. 2| pop quiz.
3| Q. Areyou prepared to testify on behalf of the 3| Q. Do youremember if that is one of the casesin
4| secretary of state on behalf of all of those topics? 4| which you served as a 30(b)(6) witness?
5/ A. Yes. 51 A. I'mfairly certain | was 30(b)(6) for that case,
61 Q. Areyou aware that Rule 30(b)(6) required youto | 6| yes.
7| prepare for and educate yourself on matters relating 7 MR. BRASCHER: I'll just pop inand
8| to those topics? 8 confirm that he was -- | was sitting right
9'A. Yes. 9 next to him for that onetoo. Soyes. For
10/ Q. Anddoyou have, sitting here today, knowledge |10 sure.
11| of the topics listed? 111 Q. Andwhen was that deposition?
12| A. Yes. 12/ A, January of 2023.
13| Q. Do you believe there's anyone at the secretary 13 THE WITNESS: Am | right?
14| of state's office who is more knowledgeablethanyou |14 MR. BRASCHER: Yes. January 18th of
15| to answer questions on any of these topics? 15 2023.
16| A. Not that I'm aware of, no. 161 Q. What wasthat case about?
171'Q. And could you tell me generally, what didyoudo |17| A. It was concerning congressional redistricting.
18| to prepare for today's deposition? 18] Q. Wasthat acasein state or federal court, if
19 MR. BRASCHER: | amjust going to object  |19| you know?
20 and just remind you to not discuss any 201 A, I'm not sure.

N NN NN
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conversations that we specifically had that

would violate the attorney/client privilege.

Otherwise, go ahead and answer the question.
A. | consulted with the attorneys and reviewed
these topics, looked at any records that we may have

Q. AndI think you mentioned, | want to make sure |
understand your answer. You said that -- | think you
said you may have reviewed some documentsin
connection -- documents from this case. So court
documents? Did | understand that correctly?
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A. Other than this notice of deposition, | aso

reviewed, | believe, the request for interrogatory.
Other than that, | don't believe | reviewed any
additional court documents from this case, no.

Q. Okay. | may have misunderstood part of your
answer. Arethere other -- besides the Suttlar
deposition and the documents you just mentioned from
this case, are there other documents that you
reviewed?

A. There are other documents | attempted to obtain
in response to the requests for production. Butin
terms of reviewing to prepare, no. There were no
others.

Q. Okay. Didyou review any emails or calendar
events?

A. | was made aware of some email and calendar
invites that were found and obtained in response to
discovery. And | was briefed on some of that, yes.

Q. Again, without getting into the actual
conversations, when you say "briefed on some of that,"
you mean by the attorneys from the attorney genera’'s
office?

A. Yes. And our attorneys at the secretary of

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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no rolein that process.

Q. Didyou -- again, without getting into substance
of the deposition -- of the conversations, you did
meet with your counsel for the attorney general's
office to prepare for the deposition today?

A. Yes

Q. Didyou discusstoday's deposition with anyone
€lse besides the lawyers that you mentioned?

A. No.

Q. Allright. Intermsof your understanding of
this lawsuit, are you -- do you have a understanding
of what this lawsuit is about?

A. Yes

Q. What isthat understanding?

A. Theplaintiffsin this case are alleging that

the 2021 congressional redistricting boundariesin
Arkansas were drawn with aracial bias.

Q. When you say "drawn with aracial bias," again,
that's your understanding of what the lawsuit is
about. What does that mean to you?

A. That meansthat there were certain people groups
allegedly that were drawn out or in certain
congressional districtsin order to allow for a

24| state, yes. 24| particular candidate of color to be voted into office.

25| Q. Isthere anything else that you did to prepare 25| Q. Okay. Haveyou reviewed the amended complaint
1| for today's deposition? A in this case, or the original -- have you reviewed gr?)%e %
2l A. Not that | recall. 2| complaintsin this case?
3| Q. Werethere any subjectsin the 30(b)(6) topics 3| A. Probably, yes.
4| that you did not have persona knowledge of and that 41 Q. Do you remember when -- when you would have
5| you needed to educate yourself on? 5| reviewed the complaint in this case?
61 A. | think my response to that is probably going to 6/ A. | donot remember. No.
7| be more broad in nature, that I'm sure we'll get into 71 Q. And so I'm going to name someindividuals and |
8| at some point. But in terms of just congressional 8| want to know if you know them, have ever met them,
9 9
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redistricting as awhole, | am not knowledgeablein
that simply because we just don't play a part in that
process when it comes to congressional redistricting.
Q. Sol want to make sure | understand your answer.
Y ou did not have personal knowledge of -- were there
steps you had to take to educate yourself on the
congressional redistricting process?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Ithink | -- just to make sureI'm
understanding, your answer isthat you didn't have
much knowledge of the secretary of state'srolein the
congressional redistricting process because the
secretary of state had avery limited role in that
process?

A. Wehaveno rolein that process.

Q. Noroleatdl?

A. Intermsof congressiona redistricting, we have

have any relationship with them. Patricia Brewer?

A. No.

Q. Carolyn Briggs?

A. No.

Q. Lynette Brown?

A. No, sir.

Q. Mable Bynum?

A. No, dir.

Q. VdmaSmith?

A. No.

Q. Andwhat about an organization called the

Christian Ministerial Alliance?

A. | have heard of that organization simply in
terms of this court case.

Q. You understand that they're one of the
plaintiffsin this case?

A. | understand.
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Q. Okay. Outside of their rolein this case, you

don't have any familiarity -- you don't have any
familiarity with that organization or any relationship
with that organization?

A. That'scorrect. | do not.

Q. Allright. Sonow I think I'd liketo get into
the substance a bit more. 1'd like to start by asking
you to help me understand generally what the secretary
of state's officeis, how it's organized, and who its
leadershipis. So to start, who isthe current
secretary of state?

John Thurston.

How long has he been secretary of state?
Since January of 2019.

And is he elected or appointed to that role?
Heis elected.

Is he affiliated with a political party?

. Yes. Heisaffiliated with the Republican
party.

Q. And| think you mentioned that earlier when |
asked you if the secretary of state's officeis
nonpartisan when it administers elections. So you
mentioned that the secretary of state himself is
elected in a partisan election; isthat right?

A. That iscorrect.

>O0>P0>0P
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in charge of the capitol police force.
Q. Okay. Quite arange of responsibilities.
A. We'reall over the place.
Q. How arethose dutiesthat you -- anything else
you didn't just mention?
A. Other than accounts payable, accounts receivable
divisions, | believe that's about it.
Q. How arethose dutiesthat you just listed, how
are those determined? Do those come from state law
or --
A. | believe state law and the Arkansas

constitution.

Q. Andindoing all those various tasks, how isthe
secretary of state's office structured internally? |
imagine there are different offices or divisions that
are responsible for different aspects of the secretary
of state'srole?

A. Yes. Wehave severa different divisions.

First of al, we have our executive division, which
encompasses Secretary Thurston, his chief deputy,
along with his other deputy secretaries of state.

We dso have the elections division, of
course. We have the business and commercial services
divison. We have the capitol police division. We
have a communication and education division that

© 00 N o a b~ W N B
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Q. Sowhat aspect of hiswork or the office's work

would you consider to be partisan?
A. Honestly, none. All of the divisionsthat are
ran operate with no political bias, most especialy
the elections division.
Q. When you say "with no political bias,” what do
you mean by that?
A. Werenot going to cater to one party or
another, or do any special favors or anything like
that concerning someone's affiliation. We work with
Democrats, Republicans, Libertarians, Independents,
people with no party affiliation all across the state.
Local election officias, voters everywhere.
Q. What is Secretary Thurston's race?
A. 1 believe he's Caucasian.
Q. Allright. Sogeneraly speaking, if you could
give me sort of the big picture overview, what does
the secretary of state's office do?
A. Severa things. The secretary isthe chief
election officia for the state. He chairsthe state
board of election commissioners. The secretary is
also responsible for the building and grounds of the
state capitol facility and its monuments.

Heis also responsible for the filing of
corporations, notaries, franchise taxes. Heaso is

© 00 N o a b W N BB
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handles tours, outreach to schools, exhibits. We have
a purchasing and business office division as well.

Q. Isthere aso agovernmental affairs division?

A. Thereis.

Q. Andisthat separate from the other ones you

just named or --

A. Yes itis

Q. Okay. Besidesthe oneyou -- the onesyou just

mentioned and the governmental affairs office, any
others?

A. Notthat | recal. | believethat'sit.

Q. Do you know overall how many employees the
secretary of state's office has?

A. | believe we average around 120 to 130
employees.

Q. And of those 120, 130 employees, how many are
either elected or politically appointed besides the
secretary of state himself?

A. They areall career employees. No appointees or
any of that.

Q. And doesthe secretary of state's office have

any contractors or consultantsit workswithin
addition to the employees you just mentioned?

A. Could you be more specific?

Q. | guess|'m asking are there -- does the
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secretary of state's office do its work entirely

through employees of the office or are there -- does
it contract out certain functions or have outside
organizations that assist with its work?

MR. BRASCHER: | am going to object to
the form of the question. Go ahead and
answer.

A. We have contracts with vendors for different
roles and reasons. Just an example, and hopefully
thisiskind of getting to the answer to your

question, the elections division has multiple vendors
that we work with that provide us products.

We have contracts with vendors that house
the election -- excuse me, the voter registration
database, voting equipment in the state. We havea
campaign finance system that's provided by an outside
vendor with various other contracted vendors involved.
And we also can and have hired outside temporary
employees for certain tasks or projects coming up.

Q. What -- help me understand the difference
between a contracted vendor and atemporary outside
employee.

A. Okay. The contracted vendor provides us with
one of their solutions, whatever it may be, in order
for usto fulfill arole of our office. Likel

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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is deputy secretary of state and Kevin Niehouse is

also deputy secretary of state.

Q. Okay. Andyou mentioned Kenneth Burleson
earlier. You said he was the general counsel?

A. | believe he holds that title as well.

Q. AndKevin-- Kevin -- isit Niehouse?

A. Niehouse. N-I-E-H-O-U-S-E.

Q. Doeshe have any titles or roles other than
deputy secretary of state?

A. Not that I'm aware of. | know he hasworked in
governmental affairs.

Q. Andisthere anyone else other than Kevin
Niehouse and -- excuse me, Niehouse and

Kenneth Burleson?

A. Other than just the receptionists, no.

Q. Isthere also achief deputy secretary of state?
A. Yes. Sorry. | forgot about Bill.

Q. That'sokay.

A. Don'ttel him. Bill Huffman is chief deputy
secretary of state.

Q. And sofor each of those three individuals --
well, let me start with Kenneth Burleson. What
aspects of the offices work is he responsible for?

A. Heredly leans more towards the legal aspect of
things. He assists our legal division, along with our

© 00 N o a b~ W N B
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mentioned, one of our duties in the elections division

isthefiling of campaign finance documents. We have
an online system for that. We did not build that
system inhouse. We contracted with a vendor that
provided us with that solution and custom-tailored it
to our needs.

The temporary help that we have hired in
the past entails us contracting with a personnel
agency herein Little Rock, | believe, to obtain and
hire employees on atemporary basisto help with
certain tasks.
Q. Okay. So other than various examples of
contracted vendors and temporary employees like you
described, are there other ways -- are there other
folks outside of the secretary of state's office who
the secretary of state has arelationship with to help
carry out itswork?
A. Weliaise with other government entities. We
have a good relationship with the state board of
election commissioners, which is a separate agency, in
order to accomplish similar tasks.
Q. Soyou mentioned the executive office. | just
want to make sure | understand who that is. Who are
the people who make up the executive office?
A. Asidefrom Secretary Thurston, Kenneth Burleson

© 00 N o a b W N BB
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division, in answering any difficult legal questions.

He liaises quite a bit with the attorney general's
office on different court cases.

Q. Arethere any components or divisions that
report to the secretary through him?

A. Not specifically. Any director of any division
can report to Kenneth on any issues that they may
have, or Kevin or Bill.

Q. Sodo any of them have specific divisions who
report through them to the secretary?

A. Not that I'm aware of, no.

Q. Theédectionsdivision, example, how does the --
you said Leslie Bellamy is the director of the
elections division, so is she the head of that

division?

A. Yes

Q. Andwho does she report to or how -- yeah, who
does she report to in the executive office?

A. Any of the people that were named. | know Kevin
typically isthe one shereportsto. Really, anybody
that's available or around at the time.

Q. Andyou mentioned Kevin Niehouse has had arole
in governmental affairs. Does the governmental
affairs office report to him, or what's his relation?
Could you say more what his role is with respect to
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governmental affairs?

A. He speakswith legidlators on certain potential
laws that may go into effect. | know he'stestified
in the legislative committee quite abit. He will
consult with any of our divisionsin terms of any
issues that are going on.

Q. Soisthere aseparate governmental affairs
office -- or let me ask that question a different way.

Who elseisinvolved in the governmental
affairs functions of the secretary of state's office?
A. I'mnot 100 percent sure. We have a couple of
different people that work in our communications
division that may also assist in that role.

But in terms of governmental affairs,
especially around time for legislative session, the
directorsreally step into that role of being the
subject matter experts for their divisions. If, for
example, someone needs to go testify in legislative
committee on an election-related bill, it's usually
either Ledlie or myself. So the governmental affairs
divisonisalittle bit of everybody, from every
division, along with the executive team.

Q. Soif I'munderstanding correctly, for the
elections division, Leslie Bellamy is director and
yourself as assistant director, you might have a piece
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house the official journals for the house and senate.

We handle the filing of official acts of Arkansas.
We also have our election coordinator
subdivision, | guess you could call it, where the
election coordinators, along with myself, arein an
office. And we handle and assist the county election
officials with election-related procedures and
guestions.
Q. So other than the library and the election
coordinator division, isthere -- are there any other
components within the division of elections?
A. Yes. We have acouple of outreach coordinators
that will assist and handle any questions that county
clerks may have concerning voter registration. They
go to voter registration drives, conferencesto try to
register people to vote, or be the public face of the
elections division, so to speak.
We also have an elections security
specialist who liaises with local, state, and federal
entities concerning physical and cyber security.
Q. Going back to thelibrary, you mentioned they
keep some records related to campaign finance. Would
those include for federal elections? So campaign
finance for congressional campaigns?
A. No. | believe those are filed with the federal
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of your work that is governmental affairs, but there's
not someone who is solely focused on governmental
affairs?

A. Not necessarily. Other than Kevin, I'm not
aware of any other employees that are simply that's
their only task.

Q. Allright. And so for each of the three of

them, I'm going to ask you. Bill Huffman, what is his
race?

A. Caucasian.

Q. Kevin Niehouse?

A. Caucasian.

Q. Kenneth Burleson?

A. Caucasian.

Q. Sol'dliketo make sure I'm understanding the

electionsdivision. | know you've already talked a
little bit about its structure. | believe you said

there are 12 people total in the elections division?

A. Yes

Q. Andhow isthe elections division structured
internally? Doesit have different suboffices or
subcomponents?

A. Yes Inaway. Wehave our electionslibrary
which handles the filing of campaign finance
documents, oaths for boards or commissions. We aso

© 00 N o a b W N BB

[
N R O

13

. - . . . Page 42
election commission. We file campaign finance reports

for state, district -- state and district offices.

Q. Sotheeéelectionsdivision, would the elections
division keep any records related to campaign finance
for congressiona offices?

A. | don'tbelieveso. | don't believe they would
have those campaign finance records. No. | don't
believe they're officially filed with us.

Q. Andyou mentioned oaths for boards or
commissions. That's also for state offices?

A. Yes

Q. Would someone who is representing Arkansasin
congress, would they take any oaths that would -- you
would have records of ?

A. Yes. Wewould havetheir oaths of office, |
believe, after they're sworn in after their election.

| would have to confirm that though.

Q. Andwould your office beinvolved in swearing
themin?

A. Not necessarily swearing them in, no.

Q. But you would have records of the oaths that
they took?

A. Wemay. Yes. Again, I'd haveto confirm. |
believe there's documentation that we have
postelection on congressional winners. 1'd have to
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confirm what those specificaly are.

Q. Soif you did have those, where would they be or
where -- how would they be kept?
A. Wewould have either physical or electronic
copies on our -- in our division.
Q. $Sol think you said the elections division does
alot of interacting with county -- county officials
with the administration of elections. |Isthat the --
isthat correct?
A. Yes
Q. What -- generdly, what are the other
responsibilities of the elections division?
A. Other than what I've already named?
Q. Waidll, so you've named the components, and |
guess you've named some of the things that they do.
But yeah, are there other things that the elections
division isresponsible for that you haven't already
discussed?
A. | believeit was discussed earlier that we also
have the contract for the voter registration database,
which we work with the county clerks on quite a bit on
the training of how to use the database and how to
register people to vote within the system.

We also train on voting equipment. We
host trainings on the voter registration database.
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secretary of state's role in the administration of

congressional elections. So | do want to talk about
the redistricting process before we're done here
today.

But before we go back to that, let's -- |
want to talk about when the districts are in place,
what -- the various things that happen in the process
of administering a congressional election.
A. Sure.
Q. Sotostart with, inatypical eection cycle,
what are the stepsin the process of electing someone
to represent Arkansas in the US house of
representatives?
A. Intermsof the administration of the elections,
it'savery involved, tedious process to make it
happen. 1'm trying to think of where to begin.
Q. Wiél, maybeif there'sahigh level kind of
bird's eye view you can give meto start out, that
would be great. Otherwise, we can just start at the
beginning.
A. Well go hird'seyeview. So oncean election
cycle begins, the very first step in that processis
for candidates to file for office. Now, before |
delveinto it too much, | want to make sureit's clear
that in talking in terms of who files with the
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And just general questions on election law or election

procedure.
Q. Andwhen you say you work with the counties on
the voter registration database, tell me more what you
mean by that. What is the division of responsibility
between the counties and the secretary of state's
office when it comes to voter registration?
A. Wesimply assist and troubleshoot with issues
that they may have with using the program. The county
clerk isthe official registrar of the votersin the
county. They're the ones putting in the information,
removing voters as they need to be. We never edit or
touch the actual system.
Q. Andthat's the database that you contract with
the vendor to maintain for the State?
A. Yes
Q. When you say "the program," you are referring to
the database that you mentioned earlier?
A. Yes
MR. SKOCPOL.: | think we're at a good
spot to take a break, if that sounds good.
(Recess from 10:30 am. to 10:48 am.)
Q. (By Mr. Skocpol:) So since we left off talking
about -- alittle bit about voter registration, |
think it might make sense to next talk about the

25
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secretary of state for candidacy, we'retalking

federal, state, and district level offices. Okay?

County level down to municipal down to school board,

those documents are filed with the county clerk's

offices. We don't see any of that.

Q. For the county and local offices?

A. Yes. Oncethecandidate filing period is

complete and we know who is going to be on the ballot,

the process of preparing the election begins. So the

secretary of state isresponsible for certifying the

list of candidates to the local election officials, to

the county clerks, to the county €lection commission.
We are coming up on that deadline. For

this election, it's actually tomorrow. So tomorrow,

in asense, we will certify the lists of candidates

that have qualified to the counties. Okay? Once we

certify that list --

Q. When you say "tomorrow," would that be

August 22nd?

A. Yes. Sorry.

Q. No. Great.

A. Once we certify that list to the counties, they

begin the process of preparing and coding the ballots

for an election. That processis extremely tedious

and very involved for the local election officials.
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And it kind of happensin two parts.

Part number one has to do with preparing
ballot stylesin the voter registration database.
Counties, county clerks, have to go into the system
and create ballot styles and assign precincts to those
ballot styles based on where those precinctsfall in
relation to the different districts, whether it's
congressional, house, state house, state senate,
judicial, they have to ensure that the precincts are
assigned to the correct ballot styles.

Q. Let me-- whenyou say "precincts," what do you
mean by precincts?

A. Ané€lection precinct is a geographic area that
encompasses different districtsin the state. For
example, the -- I'm not sure what districts I'm in.

But my homeisin an election precinct. Because of
that, my ballot style is going to be unique in terms

of what | get to vote on. Okay?

If you take the congressional map and lay
it on top of a Google map and then you take the state
house map and lay it on top of that, you take the
state senate map and lay it on top of that, and you
continue on with al the different political
subdivisions of the state, you end with not only
district boundary lines everywhere, but you end up
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style.

Q. Whenyou say ideally, has that ever happened or
could that ever happen? Let me ask you, has that ever
happened?

A. Have--isyour question, have voters received
the wrong ballot style based on their election
precinct?

Q. No. That aprecinct would have two different
ballot styles within it.

A. Technicaly, no. No, sir. Not -- if it'sall

done correctly and properly, no. There should be one
ballot style per precinct.

Q. Youaregiving meahigh level overview, so let
me -- maybe we can come back to this. But so you were
saying there are sort of two steps in the process

of -- did you -- would you say coding the ballots?

A. Coding the ballotsis step two, yes.

Q. Sol think you were talking about creating the
ballot styles. Maybe pick up with coding the ballots.
A. Sure. Sophasetwo isthe coding and
preparation of the ballots. That isaprocess of the
local election officials using a vendor-provided
software to enter in the different ballot styles and
races for the coding of the election. That, in turn,

will determine the ballot styles, the layout of the
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with abird's eye view of all the different election

precinctsin Arkansas.

Because | get to vote on a certain race
that my neighbor 10 miles from me doesn't get to vote
on simply means that heisin adifferent political
subdivision, adifferent district boundary than me.
Therefore, my precinct is different than his.

So in anutshell, aprecinct is going to
determine what races are going to be on my ballot, on
my ballot style. Does that make sense?

Q. [Ithinkitdoes. Let memakesurel'm
understanding. A precinct isagroup -- areyou
saying that a precinct is a group of voters who would
al have the same combination of races that they're
voting for?

A. | think that'sfair to say, yes. A precinctis
ageographic area, and whoever iswithin that
geographic areawill receive the same ballot style.

Q. Would that ever not be the case? Would you ever
have two different votersin the same precinct getting
different ballot styles?

A. Idedly no. Not ideally becauseif the precinct
assignments are correct and in relation to what ballot
style they are assigned to, the people within an
election precinct should al have the same ballot
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ballotsin what's called election media, whichis

defined as the encrypted as the USB flash drives and
reporting keys that our vendor, Election Systems &
Software, will send back to the counties for testing
and approval.
Q. Whenyou -- when you say coding, when you talk
about coding ballots, election media on flash drives,
does Arkansas use electronic voting or are there -- |
think | might be hearing you say that Arkansas uses
electronic voting. So when you say aballat, isit
something that appears on a screen or are there
physical paper ballots aswell?
A. | canexplain. We have ahybrid. We have
absentee balloting. We have absentee voting in
Arkansas where a absentee voter can request a
preprinted paper ballot be sent to them under certain
reasons.

But in terms of actual voting, we do
utilize electronic voting equipment. When a voter
comes to the pollsto vote, they are checked in on
electronic poll book usually, and they are giving --
they are given ablank ballot card, more or less.
That ballot card is fed into the ballot-marking
device, where the ballot style of that voter is
populated based on what precinct they're in, where
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1] they are allowed to make their choices for their ralz:agese e account that Arkansasis an open primary state.Page >
2| on atouch screen. 2| Therefore, the coding changes alittle bit in order to
3 Once their choices are made, they -- the 3| afford voters the option to be able to vote a
4| choices are printed on that ballot. That ballot is 4| Democratic, Republican, or nonpartisan ballot in the
5| then exported out of the machine and given back tothe | 5| primary. But other than that, the setup and
6| voter, where the voter can review their choices and 6| everything elseismore or lessidentical.
7| then cast their ballots in a ballot tabul ator. 71'Q. Allright. Sol guesssince you mentioned that
8/ Q. Gotit. Thank you. That'sahelpful overview. 8] Arkansasis an open primary state, can you -- what
91 So | broke your flow alittle bit. But you were 9| does that mean?
10| walking me, at ahigh level, through the stepsin the 101 A. A voter does not have to affiliate with a
111 process. Y ou were talking about the preparation of 111 political party in order to votein a party primary.
12| the ballots. 121 For example, | am not affiliated with a party on my
13 Is there anything else to finish up about 13| voter registration. | have the ability or the
141 getting from the beginning to the end of the 141 opportunity to vote a Democratic ballot, a Republican
15| congressiona -- of an election specifically for 151 ballot, or anonpartisan ballot in a primary.
16| congress? 16 If -- for instance, but I'm not,
171 A. Thereisalot of proofing and testing that also 171 considered or registered a Democrat in the voter
18| takes place through that process. It's not simply a 18| registration system, | affiliate with the Democratic
19| matter of setting and forgetting it necessarily. 191 party. | could even still vote a Republican ballot in
20| They -- the local election officials will test the 20| the preferential primary in Arkansas.
21| information that they have created in the voter 211 Q. Soany voter, when you have aprimary for a
22| registration database and in the coding. 22| partisan office -- when you have a primary for the
23 Ther€e's actually a state law that requires 23| house of representatives, any voter can choose which
24| thelocal election officials to conduct what's called 24| party's primary they prefer to vote in?
25| logic and accuracy testing, where they aregiventheir |25 A, That is correct, yes.
1] election media from the vendor and they load it inPtaSJe e Q. Andjust to be clear, for the US house of rooe
2| the ballot-marking devices, the ballot tabulators, to 2| representatives, so there would be -- that isa
3| test and ensure that, two things, the ballot style 3| partisan office, so there would be partisan primaries?
4| layout and precinct assignment is correct and that the 4| A. If morethan one candidate for a partisan office
5| ballot tabulator is correctly tabulating votes. So 5| filed. For instance, if two Republicansfiled, yes.
6| there'savery involved process of proofing, testing, 6| That would trigger a preferential primary for that
7| and setting up before an election is conducted. | race.
81 Q. And then there€'sthe voting. The electionis 81 Q. What if only one candidate -- or what if only
9 9
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conducted and then there's some -- we can get into the
details later. But after that, there would be some
process of counting the votes and determining a
winner?

A. Correct.

Q. Now, again, in atypical election cyclefor the
US house of representatives, would there be a primary
election and a general election?

A. Yes

Q. Andthe processyou just described would be --
would that apply to both of those?

A. Yes, itwould.

Q. Arethereany differencesin aprocess you just
described as it relates to aprimary election or a
general election?

A. Intermsof preparation, coding, and setup,

there are minor differencesin terms of taking into

[
N R O
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one candidate filesin the party?
A. Then they would run unopposed in the primary
election and their name would be placed on the general
election ballot.
Q. Andwhat other offices -- let me ask this more
clearly.

Arethere any offices that the secretary
of state's office administers elections for that don't
have party primaries?
A. Yes
Q. Which arethose?
A. Those would be the nonpartisan judicial offices,
such as state supreme court justices, court of
appeals, circuit judges, district judges, and
prosecuting attorneys.
Q. But for any other office, you could have a party
primary if there were multiple candidates from the
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same party?
A. Thatiscorrect.
Q. Would that include statewide offices?
A. Correct.
Q. Other than the nonpartisan judicial offices that
you mentioned?
A. Correct. Yes.
Q. All right. And we can get into some of the

specifics of the process. But generally, at ahigh
level in that process you described, what is the
secretary of state's office'srole in that process as
opposed to the county officials?

A. Weoversee and assist the local election
officials with any election deadlines, election
procedures, troubleshooting with voting equipment,
troubleshooting with the voter registration database,
questions on election law, election procedure. We
maintain a good relationship with the local election
officials and make sure that they have everything that
they need.

Q. Okay. Anything else that -- any other role that

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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such away where, for instance, all countiesthat are

involved with Congressiona District 1 can upload
their results at the county level to us, but it will
aggregate and compile all results from all counties
into the onerace. Sowe are ableto pool all of
those files into one race into one total.

Q. Okay. Andyou referred to what you've just been
describing as the election night results or the
unofficial results. That -- does that mean there are
official resultsthat are different than from the
process you are just describing?

A. Theofficia results will come whenever the
counties certify at thelocal level. They will still
potentially have professional ballots that need to be
counted and uploaded to us.

They may also till have potential Uocava
ballots, U-O-C-A-V-A, whichis military overseas
citizens ballots that have not been received by the
county clerk's office yet. So the results are
preliminary and unofficia until the county election
commission certifies their results --

22| the secretary of state's office has in the process? 221 Q. And--
231 A. Nonethat come to mind. 23| A, --later oninthe process. I'm sorry.
241 Q. How about on the -- after the vote -- after 241 Q. No. No. Please. | didn't meanto --
25| votes have been cast, how about in the process of 25| A. Yeah.
Page 56 Page 58
11 counting the votes and determining awinner? 11 Q. Sowhat role does the secretary of state have
2I'A. Sure. Sothe secretary of state has a vendor -- 2| with respect to those official certified results?
3| contracts with a vendor that provides us with election | 3| A.  Once the election results are certified, the
4| night reporting software. | personally amin charge | 4| counties will send us an abstract of ballots cast for
5| of the building and setup of our election night 5| recordkeeping. We also will issue certificates of
6| reporting site for any state level election. That 6| election to the state and district elected officials
7| more or less encompasses on the election night the 7| after the results are certified.
8| counties must upload their results to the secretary of | 8| Q. Soit'sfair to say, again, for maybe just
9 9
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state. They're unofficial. They're preliminary.

But they're required to upload them, |
believe, within 24 hours of pollsclose. So our
officeisvery involved with ensuring that counties
are doing that, assisting them in making sure they
understand how to do that. So we do play an
administrative part in tallying or uploading election
results from the counties.

Q. Andwhenyou say "in tallying or uploading,” so
for a congressional office, that would be an election
that spans multiple counties, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Sowould you be aggregating the results that you
are getting from the counties?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes. Inthebuilding, inthe
rules -- excuse me. Inthe building and the
configuration of our site, we test and we set it up in

focusing on election for the US house of
representatives, that's an election where adistrict
would span multiple counties. Soisit fair to say
that the secretary of state is aggregating those
official results from the different counties within
its congressional district?

A. Yes. Electronicaly, thoseresults are
aggregated.

Q. Andyou said issuing acertificate of elections.
Isit fair to say that it's the secretary of state who
looks at al those -- who, after combining all those
official results, determines who won the election?
A. Yes

Q. Now, we just described atypical process. Does
your office ever -- is your office ever involved in
the conduct of a special election?

A. Only at the federal, state, or district level.
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Q. Whenyou say "only at the federal, state, or

district level," what do you mean? Or what doesn't
that include?

A. We'reheavily involved with the special election
asif it were anormal, regularly-scheduled election.
We assist with deadlines. We assist with, you know,
training procedure questions. And for one of those
types of elections, we will aso have our election
night reporting solution available for counties to
upload their results.

Q. Andyou could have a specia election for -- is
it state or federal offices?

A. Yes. | don't know what the legality ison a
federal special election. But for state level,

district level, absolutely. Yes.

Q. Hasthere ever been a specia election for a
federal office in Arkansas?

A. I'mnot sure.

Q. You're not sure whether there has been one or
not?

A. I'm not sure whether there has been a federal
special election in Arkansas.

Q. Butyou're not aware of any reason why there
couldn't be?

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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add, edit, or take away any information from the

database itself.

Q. Again, you're aggregating data that you're
getting from the counties?

A. Yes. Intermsof the voter registration
database, yes. We do have the ability to run reports
and look at voter registration statistics on a state
aggregated level.

Q. You mentioned the secretary of state holds the
contract for the voter registration database. Whois
the contractor of that database?

A. Election Systems & Software.

Q. Andwhat information would that database contain
about each registered voter?

A. Name; date of birth; residential address;
mailing address; political party affiliation, if any;
precinct or precinct part; vote history.

Some other items that are confidential and
protected under law: Driver's license number, last
four of Socia Security number, and how the individual
registered to vote.

Q. I'll come back to a couple of those things, make
sure | havethat. Arethere any other information in
the database other than what you just listed?

© 00 N o a b~ W N B
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A. Correct.
Page 60

Q. If you did haveto -- when you do haveto hold a
special election, isthere -- how would that differ
from atypical election cycle?

A. For aspecial election, the deadlines are very
much more advanced. They are -- it'sa quicker time
table. The counties need to adhere to a quicker time
table to turn around the preparation, coding, and
testing of their election media and ballot styles.

Q. But when there have been special elections, it's
been possible to have that quicker timetable?

A. Yes

Q. Sowevetalked some about voter registration,
the voter registration database. So | want to talk a
little bit more about the process of registering

voters and the information that's maintained about
registered voters.

So specifically in maintaining the voter
registration roles, what is the secretary of state's
role and what is the county's role?

A. Aspreviously stated, we hold the contract for
the voter registration database that's used across all
75 counties. The county clerks are the official
registrars for their voters. They're adding,
changing, and removing voters nearly every day in
every county. But the secretary of state does not

10

A. | think that about coversit.
Page 62

Q. Andisthat datathat's collected from the voter
when they registered to vote on their voter
registration form?

A. Yeah. Themgority of what | just gave you was
information that is collected and data entered viathe
voter registration application. The precinct and
precinct part, vote history, that information comes as
aresult of where their geographic location is and the
history of them voting throughout their time asa
registered voter. So most of that, yes, will come
from the application itself.

Q. Gotit. Sotheinformation in the database
would come from the registration application except
for what precinct or precinct part they're associated
with and their vote history. Are there any other --
isthere any other parts of the database that are
collected not on the voter registration form?

A. Not off the top of my head. | think that's

about it.

Q. Andisthere datathat is collected
systematically on registered voters that wouldn't be
reflected in that -- the registration database that

you just mentioned?

A. 1 don't believeso. Not at the secretary of
state's office anyway.
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Q. | think -- well, just to close that up, when you

say "vote history," what do you mean? What
information do you have about a registered voter's
vote history?
A. Votehistory iskept and maintained for every
registered voter in the state. When they voted, what
election they voted in, where their polling place was,
or whether or not they voted absentee.
Andif it'sapreferential primary, what

party ballot did they choose, Democrat, Republican,
nonpartisan. How somebody voted, who somebody voted
for, obviously, none of that is ever kept or even
maintained or even obtainable.

(Exhibit 2 marked for identification.)
Q. Allright. Sol think I'd like to mark as
Exhibit 2 this document. Do you recognize this
document?

A. Yes

Q. Whatisit?

A. Thisisthe Arkansas voter registration
application.

Q. Would it appear to be the current Arkansas voter
registration application?

A. Unfortunately, itisnot. We have a2023
revision. Thisis an older revision of the document.

25

Page 65

Q. Soyou mentioned that database would have name,
date of birth, addressinformation. Arethose
reflected in boxes 1, 2, 3, and 4 here?

A. Yes

Q. Andisthat at the top of the first page?

A. Yes

Q. Boxes--if you compare those four boxesto
boxes 5, 6, and 7, do you see where -- do boxes 5, 6,
and 7 say "optional" in parentheses?

A. Yes

Q. Butboxesl, 2, 3, and 4 do not?

A. Correct.

Q. And, infact, are boxes5, 6, and 7 the only
boxes on this document that are marked -- that say
optional?

A. Yes

Q. Andwhat are boxes 5, 6, and 7 on this one?

A. Box 5 asksfor the home and work phone numbers.
Box 6 asksfor party affiliation. Box 5 asksfor
email address.

Q. What doesthat mean when it says optional ?
A. Itmeansit's not required to be completed in
order to register to vote.

Q. Sothevoter could fill out these forms leaving
any or al of boxes5, 6, and 7 completely blank and
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Q. Canyoutdl fromlooking at it what -- when

this would have been? When would this have been the
voter registration application that was in use?

A. Atthetime of the 2019 through 2022 time

period.

Q. Whenyou say the "2019 time period," are you
seeing a date on this document that looks like that?

A. Yes. Theresarevision date of January 24th of
2019.

Q. Isthat inthe upper right corner of the first
page?

A. Yes

Q. Andyou think this document would be in effect
through 20227

A. | believeitwas. | think our most recent

update wasin 2023. | don't believe there was an
update between this one and our 2023 revision.

Q. But that's your best recollection; that's not
reflected on the document here?

A. Yes

Q. Sothisreflects the information that would have
been collected and included in the voter registration
database you are talking about in the years 2020 and
2021?

A. Yes
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they would still be registered to vote and included in

the voter registration database?

A. Correct.

Q. Soearlier, when you said that the database
would contain information about party affiliation, |
believe you said "if any"; isthat correct?

A. Thatiscorrect.

Q. You were referring to the fact that it's

optional to complete that portion of the voter
registration form?

A. Correct.

Q. Andisthat portion of the voter registration
form, doesit -- are there any -- any sort of multiple
choice options provided there or is that afree

form -- isthat afree response field?

A. Areyou referring to a particular box on here?
Q. Yes Sorry. I'mtaking about box 6, party
affiliation?

A. No. It'sfreeform. No optionsto select. The
voter would have to manually writein their party
affiliation.

Q. Doyou -- well, why does the form ask for party
affiliation?

A. 1 believeit'srequired under Amendment 51 to
appear on the form. Amendment 51 of the Arkansas
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constitution.

Q. SoAmendment 51 isaprovision of the Arkansas
constitution that requires party affiliation
information to be collected on the voter registration
form?

A. [I'mnot an attorney, but | believe, if | recall
correctly, yes. | believeit talks about the required
fields to be on the form, and party affiliation is one
of them.

Q. Wadl, when -- how isthe information that's
collected about party affiliation on the voter
registration form used by the secretary of state's
office, if at al?

A. Asmentioned before, the secretary of state does
have the ability to compile reports, you know, at the
statewide level of things, and we can see how many
registered voters we have that have a political party
affiliation. But other than that, we don't look at
much else than that.

Q. Soyou could run areport that would let you see
what information has been provided in that field, but
you -- other than that, do you use that information
for any purpose?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. And do you know what percentage of voters tend

Page 69
A. Yes, they can. They do not haveto be

affiliated with apolitical party on their voter
registration information in order to publicly support
aparty. That's not required in Arkansas.

Q. Sotheinformation that -- whether someone
provides a response here doesn't necessarily reflect
whether they have some preference for a political
party in how they actually vote or conduct their
lives?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Do you know whether voters of -- do you know
whether the likelihood of avoter filling out that
field, like, vary in different parts of the state, for
example?

A. 1 do not know.

Q. Whether it might be varied by avoter's
political party preference?

A. 1 do not know.

Q. Inyour experience, isthere any type of voter
who is more likely than othersto fill out that field,
box 6?

A. Not in my experience, no.

Q. Would your experience allow you to say with
confidence whether there's a particular voter, type of
voter, who is more or less likely to fill out that
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tofill out box 6, provide some kind of party

affiliation on their form?

A. We have about -- over 80 percent of voters are
not affiliated with a political party in Arkansas. So
less than 20 percent are affiliated with a political
party.

Q. Andwhen you say 80 percent are not affiliated
with apolitical party and 20 percent are, you're
talking about 20 percent would have something in this
field in the voter registration database?

A. Correct.

Q. And 80 percent would have no information in this
field in the voter registration database?

A. Correct.

Q. If someone doesn't provide this information,
does that mean they don't affiliate with a particular
party?

A. Correct. If this-- if box 6 isleft blank, by
default, that voter will not be affiliated with a

local party on their registered record.

Q. Let meask the question alittle differently.
Could someone identify as a member of a political
party or support apolitical party and leave this
blank so that they wouldn't -- and leave this form
blank? This box blank. Excuse me.
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field?

MS. CRYER: | am going to object to the

form. Y ou can answer.

MR. SKOCPOL: I'll rephrase that one.
Q. Do you know whether a certain type of voter, a
certain category of voter, might be more likely to
fill out that form than a different type of voter?

MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can

answer.

A. My understanding would be that people who
affiliate on their voter registration with a
particular party are ones that are going to be more
on either end of the spectrum, whether they're
extremely left-leaning or extremely right-leaning
because whileit's not arequired field, they want to
be known and affiliated with whichever party of their
choosing.

So seeing the statistics and knowing that
it's not an option, | feel like the 20 percent of
those that are affiliated are ones that want to be
known as a Democrat or a Republican.
Q. Butthat's your kind of personal supposition
about that, that the secretary of state's office --
has the secretary of state's office conducted any kind
of study to support what you just said?
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A. No.
Q. Sothatissort of your personal reasoning about
what might be likely to happen?
A. Yes

MS. CRYER: Objectionto form. You can

answer.

A. That would befair, yes. Just looking at
statistics and knowing that it's not an option would

probably be more of my personal supposition.

Q. Just some other -- to quickly go through some
other information that appears to be collected on this
form. Does box 8 require voters to identify whether
they have ever voted in afederal electioninthis
state?

A. It asksthe question and allows them to check
yesor no. But | don't believe that would be areason
to consider it a complete -- incomplete form if either
of those boxesis not checked.

Q. Sobox 8, avoter could not check either box and
they would still be registered and allowed to vote
based on that registration?

A. | have never seen an application or heard of an
application being considered incomplete based on the
failure of the voter -- potential voter to check yes

or no to box 8.
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be included in the voter registration database?

A. | don't believethat'sincluded. Thisisa

simple matter of whether or not this person can be
registered to vote in relation to their responses to
these questions. So their responses are not recorded,
but they are a determining factor as to whether or not
the clerk can proceed with registering them to vote.
Q. What about information about a voter'srace, is
that information collected?

A. No.

Q. That's not something that the voter is asked to
provide on -- when they registered to vote?

A. Correct.

Q. Hasthat ever been information -- you mentioned
thisisjust one version of the form. Hasthat

ever -- has that information ever been collected?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Isthat information -- outside of the voter
registration application, is that information about
voters by the secretary of state's office some other
way?
A. No.

Q. Or by the county clerks?

A. Not that I'm aware of, no.

Q. Areyou aware of anyone who collects that

© 00 N o a b~ W N B

N NN RN NNR R B R B B R B B
a A W N P O © 0 N O 0o~ WN B+ O

Page 72

Q. Andwhy isthat information collected?

A. 1donot know.

Q. Box9asksfor ID number. Soisthat the
driver'slicense or last four digits of the Social

Security number that you mentioned would be in the --
isthat correct, that box 9 asks for identification
information?

A. Yes.

Q. Andisthat the driver'slicense or Social

Security number information that you mentioned earlier
would be in the database?

A. Yes

Q. What information is asked of the voter in box

10?

A. Therearefour questions. Question 1, areyou a
citizen of the United States of Americaand an
Arkansas resident, yes or no. Question 2, will you be
18 years of age or older on or before election day,

yes or no.

Question 3, are you presently adjudged
mentally incompetent by a court of competent
jurisdiction, yes or no. Question 4, have you ever
been convicted of afelony without your sentence
having been discharged or pardoned, yes or no.

Q. And would the information collected in that box
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information about voters -- registered votersin

Arkansas systematically?

A. Not that I'm aware of, no.

Q. Soyou mentioned this form was changed, you
think, in 2022 or 2023?

A. Yes

Q. What changes would have been made to the form
since this one was in effect?

A. | believe the verbiage in the identification
reguirements box in the bottom right corner was
updated, in addition to the deadline information on
the back of the application, to add a statement
concerning whether or not the individual's application
was being obtained by athird party that wasin
compliance with alaw change in 2023.

Q. Okay. Sothere hasn't been any change made to
boxes 1 through 11 on the top half of the first page
since thisform wasin effect?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Do you know when any of those fields were last
changed or when an update was last made to boxes 1
through 117

A. I'mnot sure.

Q. Do you know what change would have been made
when this form was adopted in 20197
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A. | donotrecal. | wason staff, but | don't oo T
remember what the change was. But it would have been
asaresult of any law changes.

Q. Any -- so you say it probably would have been
based on law changes. The constitutional provision

that you said you think is the reason box 6 ison

there asking for party affiliation, has that law

changed since you've been at the secretary of state's
office?

A. Yes, it has.

Q. What wasthat change -- or tell me what changes
you're aware of in that law.

A. Theonly onethat comesto mind, but | know it's
not the only one, was the addition of the verification
of voter registration, more or less photo ID whenever
you are voting. Amendment 51, | believe, has been
updated several times over the years. And the state
legislature does have the authority to update, as they
see fit, that amendment. Other than that, | don't
recall any other specific changes.

Q. Sothat amendment specifies al the information
that needs to be collected on the registration form?
A. | believethatisthecase. Yes. | believe

it'sal encompassed in Amendment 51.

Q. And so since when has the party affiliation box
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MR. BRASCHER: Soit'supto you, if you

want to power through up to then.
MR. SKOCPOL.: Let'skeep going to 12:15
or 12:20. Isthat okay with you?
MS. CRYER: Uh-huh. Thank you.
MR. BRASCHER: Okay with you, Tammie?
THE COURT REPORTER: I'm good. Thank
you.
MR. SKOCPOL.: I'll try to keep an eyeon
the clock. But if you'll let me know if
we're getting close.
MR. BRASCHER: No problem.
Q. Of course, if you do need abreak sooner, just
let me know.
A. Sure.
Q. Soyou mentioned -- | think you said the
candidate is -- the candidate filing period is the
very first step in the process of conducting a
congressional eection; isthat correct?
A. Moreor less, yes.
Q. Why moreor less?
A. Widl, interms of our office, that is sort of
the official kickoff to the election cycle. Butin
terms of candidates, | mean, | know alot of them
campaign well before that, that they're running for a
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been on thisform?

A. 1donot know for sure. | believeit's always
been on the form, but | can't confirm that.
Q. Andhasit-- during -- aslong asit's been on
the form, has it always been optional or has that ever
been arequired field?
A. | do not know for sure.
Q. Areyou aware of it ever having been arequired
field in the past?
A. I'mnot aware of it ever being required, no.
Q. Areyou aware of any information that is now
optional that used to be required?
A. No.
Q. Or any information that's now required that used
to be optional ?
A. Not that | am aware of, no.
MR. SKOCPOL: So you mentioned -- I'm at
atopic break. 1'm happy to keep going, but
if you would like to take a break.
MR. BRASCHER: It'sredly up to you.
We would like to take lunch at 12:15 or
12:20, if we can. Soit'suptoyouif you
want to take another break now. Josh, are
you okay?
THE WITNESS: I'm good.
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particular office. But the candidate filing period is

really the first step in the conduct of the election.

Q. That'sthefirst step that the secretary of

state's office has arole in?

A. Yes.

Q. When doesthat occur in atypical congressional
election cycle?

A. Thecandidate filing period is based off of when
the date of the primary election is going to be held.
In Arkansas, the date of the primary election will
depend on if it's amidterm election or a presidential
election. Arkansas feels the need to participate in
what's called Super Tuesday during a presidential
election year. So our primary isin March during
presidential election years.

In turn, the candidate filing period is
typically held in the November time frame. It's held
so many days prior to the date of the primary
election.

Q. | want to make surel'm understanding. Soina
presidential election year, the primaries for all
officesare held in March, or just the presidential ?
A. All offices.

Q. All offices. All right. And that would include
election to congress?
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A. Yes
Q. Andwhen you say "presidential election year,"
do you mean, you know, so in this decade, would that
be, like, occurring in 2020, 2024, 2028?
A. Yes
Q. Andwhen you said "midterms,” you would be
referring to elections that occur in 2022, 2026, and
2030?
A. Yes
Q. For amidterm, when isthe candidate filing
period?

A. The preferential primary election isheld in May

of the election year, which puts the candidate filing
period usually near the end of February, beginning of
March of the election year.

Q. Sojust to make sure I'm understanding this

year, thisis 2024, this would be a presidential

election year. So the primary for congressional

offices would have been in March. And you said March
of 2024; isthat right?

A. Yes

Q. Andwould have -- when would the very beginning

. Page 81
Q. For the US house of representatives.

A. Okay. It'smore of alegal question in nature.

But what we require for acongressiona candidateisa
candidate information form, along with areceipt from
their political party saying that they have paid any
required feesin order to have their name effiliated
with their political party.

Q. It soundslike a pretty short form.

A. Yes itis

Q. Do you know more specifically what the deadline
will beto file that form in 20267

A. | have not calculated those dates yet, so I'm

not sure. Under current law, | believe the deadline
may be around March the 1st of 2026, but | can't
confirm that at thistime.

Q. When you say under current law, where would that
deadline be specified?

A. | believeit's specified in Arkansas Code

7-7-203.

Q. Hasacandidate filing period always been -- has
that deadline always been when you described or has
that changed over time?

23| of that process have been? 23| A. It haschanged over time.

24| A, Around November of 2023. 241 Q. When wasthe last time it changed?

25| Q. Sowhat would have happened in -- so then 25| A. I'mnot sure. | believe 2021 maybe.
11 looking ahead to 2026, that would happen -- the I Q. And before that, do you have any other exarrlljpa;lggs'.gz
2| primary would be in May of 2026? 2 A.  I'mnot sure.
3| A. Correct. 3| Q. How would -- how hasit changed?
41 Q. Andwhat years -- so you are describing at the 41 A. Waell, asmentioned before, the candidate filing
5| beginning of the candidate filing period would be 5| period is based off of when the preferential primary
6| in -- when would that be? 6| isheld. So prior to our current way of handling the
7I'A. Usually around the end of February, beginning of | 7| dates of the primary, all of our primaries werein May
8| March. Pending any state law changes, of course. 8| of the election year.
9 9

N NN RN NNR R B R B B R B B
a A W N P O © 0 N O 0o~ WN B+ O

Q. $So help me understand, what is the beginning of
the candidate filing period and what marks the end of
the candidate filing period?

A. | believeit'san eight-day period of atime
where candidates for office can come to the secretary
of state's office and file their required paperwork
with us to have their name placed on the ballot.

Q. When you say "eight-day period," there are eight
daysin which -- they have eight daysin which to file
that paperwork with your office?

A. Yes

Q. And so the candidate filing deadline would be at
the end of that eight-day period?

A. Yes

Q. What isthat -- what does that paperwork that
they're required to file consist of ?

A. What type of candidate are you referring to?

[
= O
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Several years ago, the legislature found
it necessary to update that to where, during a
presidential election year, our primary isheld in
March. So, like, it's changed over the course of the
past 10 years probably several times.
Q. Okay. And isthe candidate filing deadline,
does that ever have to be changed or extended for a
particular election?
A. It has never been changed or extended for an
election cycle that I'm aware of, no.
Q. You'renot aware of any example of that deadline
ever having to be extended?
A. No.
Q. Arethere circumstances under which the deadline
could be extended?
A. Not that I'm aware of, no.
Q. Isthere any -- does Arkansas |aw provide any
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grounds for extending that deadline in, say, -- does

Arkansas law contemplate any circumstances under which
that deadline could be extended?

A. Inmy layman opinion, no. Not that I've ever
seen.

Q. | guess-- well, from -- once the candidates

have filed their information, what does the secretary
of state's office do with that candidate filings?

A. We have a candidate filing database that we
place that information in that allows usto scanin
those documents electronically, run exports of alist
of candidates, and also certify those candidates down
to the counties in time for the deadline to do that.

So more or less, we enter it into our system and when
the time comes, we certify that list down to the local
election officials.

Q. When would that time -- | think you mentioned a
deadline to certify it to the election officials, the
county election officials. Can you say more about
when that would happen or what that deadline is?

A. It differs between whether it'sthe list before

the primary or the list before the general. It's

aways aparticular set number of days prior to the
election. | can't recall what the deadline was for

the primary election in 2024. | don't know what that

25
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A. Thelength of time from the election to our

certification deadline remains the same, | believe,
going through several different cycles. Again, I'd
haveto look at the law. We have an election calendar
that's really handy that has all these dates, but |

don't haveit in front of me, so --

Q. Sointerms of what needsto happen between the
candidate filing period and that deadline to certify

the candidates to the counties, are there any other,
like, deadlines that have to be met in between those
two?

A. Interms of our office, | don't believe so.

Q. Sowhat's happening between when you get the
candidate -- when all the candidates have filed and
when you certify that list of candidates to the

States?

A. Canyou rephrase that?

Q. Sure
A. I'msorry.
Q. | guessfor the secretary of state's office,

what do you need to do -- what do you need to get done
after you have the candidate filing forms in order to
meet that deadline to certify candidates to the

states?

A. Wehaveto putitin our database. We haveto
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deadline was. But for the general election,

conveniently, that deadlineis August 22nd, which is
tomorrow.

Q. That'sthe deadline that's tomorrow for the
genera election in November?

A. Correct.

Q. Sodo math on the spot, but that's about two and
a half months before the general electionin this
specific instance?

A. Around about, yes.

Q. Andwhen was the candidate filing period for
this cycle? When was the candidate filing deadline
for this cycle? Excuse me.

A. Sometimein November -- |ate November of 2023, |
believe, if | recall correctly.

Q. So at least nine months ago?

A. Roughly.

Q. Butthat wasalso for the primary. Soyou
mentioned the -- so it's pegged to the date of the
election, and it's different for aprimary and a

general?
A. Yes
Q. Isthelength of time before the election

different or just there's a different general election
date and a different primary election date?
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make sure that the candidates names are spelled

correctly asthey wish to appear on the ballot.

So there's a process of data entry,
scanning in documents, and proofing, ensuring that the
races they're running for, their political party
affiliations, and how their name is to appear on the
ballot isall correct.
Q. How long does that -- anything else that you
have to do in between those two deadlines?
A. Not that | can think of at thistime.
Q. How long does the process -- how long does that
process take?
A. tusualy takes several weeks because we want
to make sureit's correct. So we have usually our
€election coordinators are assisting me with that
making sure that everything is approved and spelled
and put in the system properly and correctly.
Q. Several weeks, spending all of your time on just
that task for those several weeks?
A. Inadditionto our daily roles, yes. We
would -- nothing el se stops, just so we can, you know,
proof thelist. It's--
Q. Andthat's several weeksto doit for all the
elections, all the offices that are up for election?
A. All that arefiled with us, yes. Federal,
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state, and district offices, yes.

Q. How long would that process take just for the
congressional elections, or just for an election to
the -- for US house of representatives? How much time
would it take to complete that process?
A. Depending on the number of candidates that file,
not very long seeing as how that's usually a small
handful of people that file.
Q. Not very long, afew hours?
A. | would say probably a good week, just to make
sureit'sal good, proofed.
Q. Couldyou get it done more quickly than that if
you had to?
A. Dependson our current state of things, what
we're currently working on. That's speculative. I'm
not sure.
Q. | guess setting aside other stuff that you're
working on, just the time that you're spending to get
it done for the US house of representatives race, how
much -- how many honor hoursis that?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
Q. How long would that take if you -- just the
amount of time you're spending to check the US house
of representatives?

MR. BRASCHER: Same objection. Go ahead

25
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A. Yes

Q. Andwhen you say that takes several weeks,
that's for al of the elections and offices that are
on the ballot?
A. Yes. Correct. That'sfederal all the way down
to municipal and school board level.
Q. Haveyou ever had to style and code ballots more
quickly than that?
A. Notthat I recall.
Q. Couldyou if you needed to?

MR. BRASCHER: Object to form. Go ahead

and answer.

A. Seeing ashow | have personally never done that
entire process myself for alive election, | don't
think | could accurately answer that question. That
happens at the county level. The counties are the
ones that run the election. We simply oversee and
administer and assist as needed.
Q. AndI guess| should clarify, when you say
several weeks, can you be any more specific than that?
A. Seeing as how there are additional deadlines
rolling around the corner after candidates are
certified, | believe the next major deadline after
certification is our Uocava ballot deadline to send
absentee ballots to military and overseas citizens,
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and answer.

A. Severa days probably. That'sahard question
to answer because we've never done that. We have 3-
to 400 candidates that file for various offices. We
never have had just that for congressional, so --
Q. Sure. I'mtrying just to understand for, like,
asingle office, you could get it done in lessthan a
week?
A. Possibly.
MR. BRASCHER: Same abjection. Go ahead

and answer.
A. Sorry. Possibly.
Q. Sol think you talked -- we talked some earlier
about a process of designing the ballot styles and
coding the ballots. That happens after you've
certified the candidate list to the states or before?
A. After thelist is certified to the counties.
Q. How long does that process take?
A. The preparation and coding of the ballots?
Several weeks. Preparation, coding, proofing, testing
takes several weeks, and it'savery tedious, very
involved process at the county level to get donein
time to administer the election.
Q. Whenyou say "at the county level," it'sthe
counties who are primarily handling that process?
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which isroughly a month after the deadlineis

certified. So they have probably about four weeks for
coding and proofing.
Q. And for the non-Uocava ballots, when isthe
deadline relative to the election?
A. The coding and proofing needs to be done before
the Uocavadeadline. Thetesting --
Q. For all ballots?
A. Yes. Foral ballots. Thetesting of the
equipment and everything can take place after that
Uocavadeadline. | don't know what the deadlineisto
test and perform logic and accuracy testing, but that
does and can happen after the Uocava deadline.
Q. Butal of the coding and proofing for the
ballots generally, including election day ballots and
regular absentee ballots, has to happen by that Uocava
deadline?
A. Yes. Because once ballots are sent, everything
needs to be good and approved in terms of the
electronic media -- electronic ballots, paper balots,
whatever the caseis, because if those ballots go out,
that county islocked into that particular election
definition.

If there is amistake in the coding after
ballots go out, that causes what we would call in the
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election realm areburn of their e ection media, which

produces a new el ection definition.

It'snot ideal. It would require them to
manually count any of the ballots that have gone out
prior to that reburn. So our goal isto have all
counties coded and approved before the Uocava
deadline.

Q. Whichis, you said, about four weeks after the
candidates are certified?

A. If I recall correctly, for the upcoming

election, that deadline is September 20th, 2024.

Q. Andwherewould | look to find what that
deadlineis?

A. |thinkit's Arkansas Code 7-5-405. It might be
406. But again, we have an election calendar that has
all that information and the code citation.

Q. Gotit. Well, I'm impressed with how many of
the code citations you were --

A. They'rejust burned into my skull. I've worked
here too long.

Q. Soyou mentioned that sometimes, there might be
an error and the ballots may have to be redone after
that deadline. Isthat what you were referring to
when you said areburn?

A. Correct.
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daysto a couple of weeks even, if they haveto

reprint aready preprinted absentee ballots or if

they -- the county, the local election officials have
to shift their election media back to the vendor to be
reburned. So alot of factors go into that.

Q. Okay. Butit could potentially be as quick asa
few days? And thefact -- so for paper ballots, it
might be longer because you would need to reprint
them?

A. Yes

Q. How long does the process of printing the
absentee ballots take?

| do not know for sure.

Isthat less than a week? more than a week?

If | had to guess, it would be more than a week.
Less than -- like, more than two weeks?

I'm not sure.

. And what needs to happen during that process of
the printing?

A. Wadll, the coding needs to be corrected. The
issue needs to be corrected in the coding of the
election.

Q. I'mjust asking about the physical printing of
the ballots.

A. Oh, | don't think I could answer that. That's

O>PO>O»
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Q. Hasthat happened in the past?

A. Yes
Q. Doesit happen -- would you say that happens
with some reg- -- would you say that happens

regularly?
MR. BRASCHER: Object totheform. Go
ahead and answer.
A. | don't want to say it happensregularly. It's

an anomaly. | want that to be clear, that one out of
seventy-five counties may have an issue with a ballot
style or precinct assignment or misspelling of the
name for any given election. It's not aregular
occurrence or awidespread occurrence, but it does
happen usually every election cycle.
Q. Atleast once every eection cycle?
A. Atleast once, yes.
Q. And when that happens, how long doesiit take to
fix the error or recode and reproof the ballots?
A. Itrealy depends on the nature of the issue and
how many ballot styles are affected, the timing of
when the mistake is found, whether or not early voting
has started. So it -- it'snot aredly -- | can't
really answer that because it just depends on the
situation.

But it can be anywhere from a couple of

25
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done by our election vendor, so | don't know theins

and outs of the actual printing of those ballots. I'm
not sure.
Q. But how longisthe -- atypica turnaround time
to print ballots?

MR. BRASCHER: Object to the form. Go

ahead and answer.

A. I'mnot sure.
Q. For thisprocess of -- | want to hopefully
briefly go back through this process for -- and how it
might differ for aspecial election. For a special
election, isthere adifferent -- would there be a
different candidate filing period?
A. Yes
Q. How would it be different?
A. If thereisaspecial election for an office,
the governor issues a proclamation that lays out all
of the different dates and deadlines and the candidate
filing period, based on when this election isto be
held. The timetable, as mentioned before, is
extremely advanced, for lack of a better term, isa
very shorter turnaround time for candidate filing, for
the coding preparation of the ballots, printing of the
ballots, and any other election deadlines leading up
to the special election. Everything is proportionaly
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11 shrunk compared to what it would be in anormal 11 Applications -- let me back up.
2| fashion. 2 Absentee ballots can be sent to voters who
3| Q. All of the stepsin the process happen more 3| have applied as soon asthey're ready. The deadlines
4| quickly for aspecial election? 4| and when someone can receive a ballot, or even apply
5| A.  Exactly. 5| for aballot, will differ, depending on the
61 Q. Sothe candidate filing period, you had 6| methodology used. So no later than 25 days prior to
| previously said was eight days. It might be -- it 1 an election is when anyone who has applied for an
8| would be fewer days than that potentially? 8| absentee ballot up to that point must be sent a ballot
%' A. Yes. Potentially. 91 by the clerk with the exception of Uocava voters.
101'Q. What has -- how long has a candidate filing 101 They're under a different timeline.
111 period been in other specia election -- in special 111'Q. Whatisthetimeline for Uocava voters?
121 elections that you are aware of ? 121'A. | don't know what it would be for a special
31 A. | don't know a specific number of daysfor that, |3| election. | believe that would be one of the dates
141 put it's definitely been less than what the law allows |1#4| determined specifically in a governor's proclamation.
15| for, for anormal candidate filing period. 151 But normal course, the deadline for clerks to mail out
161 Q. And maybe one way to ask thisis, what's the 16| the ballots for Uocava voters are 46 days prior to the
171 shortest -- like, from start to finish, what's the 171 election.
18| shortest time frame you've seen between acandidate |18 Q. And when you said 25 days for other absentee
191 filing deadline and a special €lection? 191 pallots, that's in the normal course for atypical
201'A.  I'mnot sure. 201 election cycle?
211 Q. Arewetaking a matter of weeks? 211 A. Yes
22 MR. BRASCHER: Objecttotheform. Go |??| Q. And both of those periods could be shorter for a
23 ahead and answer if you can. 23| gpecial election?
241 A.  I'mnot sure. 241 A. Potentially, yes. | believe so.
25| Q. | think | want to make sure | understand. What |25 Q. | want to --
Page 96 Page 98
1| are the different forms -- other than voting on 1 MR. BRASCHER: Areyou transitioning at
2| election day, what are the other ways in which voters 2 this point?
3| might cast votes in the state of Arkansas? 3 MR. SKOCPOL: No. I'm just making sure
4| A. They can early vote or they can vote by 4 I'm wrapping up.
5| absentee. 5 MR. BRASCHER: Y eah.
61 Q. For early voting -- in atypical -- well, for 6 MR. SKOCPOL: I'm tracking the time.
7| early voting, what is the early voting period? 7 MR. BRASCHER: Not aproblem. No. If
8| A. Fifteen days prior to the date of the election. 8 you were transitioning, | was going to say
9 9
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Q. Soearly voting can occur at any point in the 15
days before the election?

A. Early voting is available for voters between the
hours of 8:00 am. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and 10:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays
leading up to the day of the election. Yes.

Q. Isthat truefor both primary and general
elections?

A. Yes

Q. Andwould that period be shorter for a specia
election?

A. Yes. Itwould be seven days prior to the date

of the general election -- or the special election.
Sorry.

Q. And that's absentee ballot you mentioned, what's
the -- what is the time period for absentee voting?

A. That depends on the method of absentee voting.

we can call it here. But go ahead and wrap
it up.
MR. SKOCPOL: Loose endsfrom earlier.
One second.
MR. BRASCHER: Yeah. No worries.
Q. Sol just want to come back briefly to atopic
we touched on earlier. And here, | think we can focus
in just on US house of representatives. | know for
some of these other things, we've been talking about
intertwined with other elections.
Y ou know, tell meif that's the case
here. But for that US house of representatives, |
believe you said earlier that after the votes are
cast, the secretary of state would have arolein
receiving and aggregating from the counties unofficial
results on election night, or within the 24 hours
after the polls close; is that correct?
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A. Yes

Q. And then also separately official results
thereafter?

A. Yes

Q. So with respect to the official results, what do
the counties send to the secretary of state's office?
A. They make sure that the electronic election
results on our election night reporting solution are
current and accurate, based on what they're
certifying. Once they have done that --

Q. I'msorry. When you say based -- current and
accurate based on what they're certifying, earlier,
you mentioned that there would be potentially
provisional ballots or other things that need to be
reflected in the results. So whatever they send you
on election night, or in those first 24 hours, may
have been updated and they're confirming that that --
that it matches the final official certified number?
A. Correct. Yes. Inaddition to that, they will
generate areport from the election night reporting
solution that has their official ballots cast, their
official election results that they will sign and send
in to our office for recordkeeping.

Q. Whenyou say "they will sign,” that's the
relevant county official certifying those official

25
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Q. Andisthere -- you mentioned the county

officials, what they send you is signed as an official

certification of the final results. Doesthe

secretary of state similarly certify afinal official

vote count for the entire district?

A. 1 believewedo, and | believe that we're

talking about the same thing that is sent to congress.

| believe so, yes.

Q. Anddoesthat official certified -- does that

include officially certifying a winner of the

election?

A. Yes

Q. Andthat's based on -- I'm withdrawing that.
Would that process be the same for a

special election?

A. | believeit would.

Q. Just to be clear about this, you mentioned

sending something to congress. Does your office also

keep records of the official final results and winners

of congressional electionsin Arkansas?

Yes.

Going back how far?

I'm not sure.

But at least 20 years?

Probably not that far back. In terms of just

>O >0 >
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results:

A. Yes.
Q. Andisthat -- when you receive those certified
official results from the counties, what does the
secretary of state's office do with those?
A. The hard copies are eventually bound and kept
with our office for recordkeeping.
Q. Andagain, we're talking about US house of
representatives. So | would expect there to be
multiple counties involved that you have to aggregate
the results from. Does the secretary of state's
office produce its own kind of complete tally for each
district?
A. | believe we do for congressional races, yes.
We do produce an official tally to send -- | believe
we have to send something to congress on that, but |
don't recall the specifics.

Typicaly, our attorneys have kind of
handled most of that in the past because it's the
federal government and they're very particular.
Q. Isthere something official that the federal
government is very particular about that the secretary
of state's office sends to congress certifying who won
the election?
A. | believethat iscorrect. Yes.

25
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general recordkeeping, previous administrations were

not the best on keeping that. But some of those older
records could be housed at Arkansas archives. They
may have been turned over to them at some point, but |
don't -- | don't know. The past several election
cycles, though, we should have some documentation on
that.
Q. If there was ever a question about who won an
election to the US house of representatives, and was
entitled to hold that office, the secretary of state
would have the official record that would answer that
question?
A. For certain years, yes. We should have those
documents, yes.
Q. Isthere any other role that the secretary of
state has in congressional elections-- in
administering congressional e ections that we haven't
already discussed?
A. Not that I'm aware of.
MR. SKOCPOL: Okay. | think we can
break it up.
(A recess was taken for lunch from

12:17 p.m. to 1:17 p.m.)
Q. Allright. Welcome back, Mr. Bridges, from
lunch. During the break, did you discuss the
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substance of your testimony with anyone?

A. No.

Q. Sol'dliketo pick up with the secretary of
state's role in the redistricting process, the
congressiona redistricting process, aswell asthe
census process that precedesthat. | guess before we
get into some -- specifically what happened in 2020
and 2021, you may have already answered thisthis
morning. But what role does the secretary of state
play in the congressional redistricting process
generally?

A. Wedo not have arolein that process.

Q. Andisthat different for congressional
redistricting as opposed to state and local

redistricting?
A. Yes
Q. How so?

A. The secretary of stateisonly involved with the
redistricting of the lines for the state and

legidlature, being the state house and state senate
district boundaries. The secretary of stateis one of
three members of the Arkansas board of apportionment,
who is officially charged under the constitution to
redraw the boundary lines for state house and state
senate districts.
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district boundaries, | believe. | would have to

confirm that, but | believe that isthe case. That
would be their only involvement for those boundaries.
Q. So help me make sure I'm understanding the
distinction here. For the state legidative
districts, those are drawn by the board of
apportionment, which selects a plan and proposes that,
the legidature then would vote to approve or
disapprove?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. | don't believe the legidature approves or
disapproves of the state house or state senate
boundaries, no. The board of apportionment agrees on
a boundary plan.
Q. Okay. But for the congressional districts of
the US house of representatives, that process of
drawing and choosing a map is handled by the
legidlature?
A. The dtate legidature, yes.
Q. Thegenera assembly?
A. Correct.
Q. Sofocusing specifically on congressional
districts, the districts for the US house of
representatives, | want to understand a little better
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Q. Theboard of apportionment has responsibility in
Arkansas for the state level redistricting?

A. Correct.

Q. Sothose arethedistrictsfor the state
legislature?

A. Yes

Q. Andthe secretary of state isamember of the
board of apportionment?

A. Yes

Q. Andthat'sdifferent from the congressional
redistricting process. Who plays that role in the
congressional redistricting process?

A. The Arkansas general assembly, or the Arkansas
state legislature is charged with the redrawing of
congressional district boundaries for the state.

Q. And doesthelegidature have any role in the --
in the state level districts that the board of
apportionment is responsible for?

A. Interms of drawing the new boundaries, no.
They're not.

Q. What about other than -- isit involved in
enacting those boundaries into law?

A. Yes. Yes. They're--1 believethat the
legislature does have to pass the legislation to
officially recognize the state house and state senate

10
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when you say there's no role whatsoever. 1'm going to

tell you some specific things | could imagine the
secretary of state might do with respect to that
process. And can you tell meif, generally speaking,
the secretary of state, or anyone working for him,
does ever do these things in connection with
congressional redistricting?
A. Sure.
Q. Draw redistricting maps?
A. No.
Q. Propose one or more redistricting maps to be
considered by the legislature?
A. No.
Q. Evaluate proposalsthat have been made by
someone el se that are under consideration by the
legidlature?
A. No.
Q. Would the secretary of state ever support or
oppose a congressional -- a proposed congressional
redistricting map?
A. No.
Q. Would the secretary of state ever collect data
that might be used in the congressional redistricting
process?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
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answer.

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Would they -- would the secretary of state have
data that might be -- would the secretary of state
provide data to others for use in the congressional
redistricting process?

A. Notto my knowledge, no. Because the data
that's used is available to them just asit is

available to us, referring to the 2020 census data.

So we would not provide that to the
legidature as -- if they didn't already have access
toit. They had accessto whatever they needed in
order to draw their boundaries. There was no need for
usto provide anything, iswhat I'm saying.

Q. Sowhenyou say the census data, and | think
we'll -- when you say the census data, what are you
referring to?

A. The 2020 census data that came out after the
2020 census process.

Q. Sothe datathat was collected during the census
that was taken in 20207

A. Yes

Q. But to make sure I'm understanding your answer,
you're saying that is data that the secretary of state
has and might usein its work; is that correct?
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data, provide an analysis of that datafor usein the

redistricting process?

A. No.

Q. Would the secretary of state ever give advice or
consult about topics related to the congressional
redistricting process?

A. No.

Q. Andthat would -- your no would include any --
giving any legal advice?

A. Correct. Yeah. Wewould not give legal advice
on the process at all.

Q. The secretary of state wouldn't have arolein
advising about whether proposed congressional
redistricting plans comply with state or federal law?
A. Correct. We would not.

Q. Or whether they comply with traditional
redistricting principles?

A. Correct. We would not.

Q. Would the secretary of state's office provide
trainings on redistricting-related processes --

related topics?

A. No, wewould not.

Q. Would the secretary of state's office attend
trainings on redistricting related topics?

A. Not for the purposes of congressional
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A. For--
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer. Sorry.
A. For our own purposes, yes. Within our purview,
absolutely. But we didn't independently provide that
to any member of the legislature.
Q. | guesshere, I'm asking about in this last
redistricting cycle. At no point did the secretary of

state's office provide census data to the legislature
for usein the congressional redistricting process?
A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Didit provide that datato the legislature for
any other purpose?

A. No.

Q. Sol think you might be saying, tell meif this
is correct, any data that the secretary of state's
office has from the 2020 censusis also publicly
available from the census bureau?

A. | believethat is correct, yes.

Q. Andthat'swhy the legidature could
independently get it directly from the census?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Would the secretary -- so going back to alist

of things | could imagine the secretary of state might
do, would the secretary of state's office ever analyze
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redistricting, no.

Q. Produce any public education materials?
A. Not to my knowledge, no.
Q. Andwhen you say that, are you speaking for the
office? Y ou mentioned earlier that there's an
elections division. There'salso an office of
communications and education. Would either of
those -- would any part of the secretary of state's
office have produced public education materials
related to the congressional redistricting process?
A. Notinterms of the process, no. The only thing
we would have done that may even be in the ballpark of
your question was simply providing copies or PDFs of
the congressional district map after the fact. Butin
terms of public outreach or any kind of other
materias, no.
Q. Andwould the secretary of state's office host
any meetings related to the congressional
redistricting process?
A. No.
Q. For any of the things we've just went through --
let me start the question again.

Arethere any of the things we just went
through that the secretary of state doesn't do for
congressional redistricting but does do for state and
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local redistricting?

A. Yes

Q. | can-- we can go back through them if it's
helpful, but which ones?

A. Wadll, | know for surethat we attend atraining
on the software that was used for state redistricting.
We had meetings around the state concerning questions
and concerns from local constituents on their
districts concerning state redistricting. There may
have been a couple of your other items that we also
did. I'm not sure.

Q. Wadl, wedon't haveto -- would -- in the state
and local redistricting process, would the secretary
of state's office ever draw maps?

A. Yes. For state redistricting, yes. For local,

no. We were not involved with that either.

Q. Thank you for that --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. --clarification. Would you evaluate or analyze
those maps under consideration?
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involved in collecting or distributing data
specifically during the drawing and consideration of
different proposed maps at that stage of the process?
A. For what level?
Q. For the state level redistricting.
A. Yes
Q. Andwhat datawould that be?
A. Other than what I've previously stated, I'm not
sure. But, | mean, of course, we obtained the 2020

census datato use. We obtained data or information
from local constituents on their concerns about their
districts from communities of interest, that sort of
thing. But in terms of anything else, I'm not 100
percent sure.

Q. Sowhenyou say "from communities of interest,"
let me know if I'm restating thisincorrectly. But
when you say "from communities of interest with
concerns about their districts,” are you referring to
their state legidative districts?

A. Yes

21| A. For what level? 21/ Q. Would you ever hear concerns -- would you ever
22 MS. CRYER: Object totheform. Yeah. 22| receive concerns about other types of districtsin
23| Q. For-- well, let's start with state. 23| that process?
24 A, Yes. 24| A, Not that | recall, no.
251 Q. Loca? 25| Q.  Would you receive -- in the state -- for the
Page 112 Page 114
11 A. No. 1| state level legidative redistricting process, would
2| Q. Collect or distribute data for use in that 2| you give advice or consult about redistricting-related
3| process? 3| topics?
4| A. For the state level, possibly, yes. 1'm not 41 A. | believe we did at some point, yes.
5| surein what terms. But most likely, yes. 5/ Q. Who would you give advice or consultation to in
6] Q. What kinds of datawould the secretary of state 6| that process?
7| collect or distribute for the state redistricting ' A.  There were discussions that were had with state
8| process? 8| representatives and state senators on their concerns
9 9

N NN RN NNR R B R B B R B B
a A W N P O © 0 N O 0o~ WN B+ O

A. Wewould -- after the boundary lines are drawn
for state redistricting, we'd disseminate that
information down to the local election officials so
that they can update the voter registration database
and anything else that they may have that may need to
be updated in regards to new district assignments for
their precincts.

Q. But that's not something you would do with -- at
the congressional districts?

A. Wewould, after the fact, also do the samein
providing them with amap or alist of countiesin
relation to which congressional district they are now
apart of. Simply taking the information that's
already been decided upon by the state legislature and
disseminating down to the counties so that they can
update all of their records accordingly.

Q. And so then in the state process, would you be

[
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about their districts. Any information that the
genera public would call and ask questions about, we
would answer those questions accordingly. 1'm not
sure what else there would have been.

Q. Did the secretary of state's office have any
rolein giving legal advice about the state level
redistricting process?

A. I'mnot sure.

Q. What about advice or consultation on
redistricting guidelines?

A. Onarequest -- asarequested basis, yes. We
would provide any kind of information or guidelines
pertaining to redistricting to whoever would ask for
that information.

Q. Okay. Andin providing those -- who in the
secretary of state's office would be responsible for
providing that advice or consultation in connection
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with the state redistricting process?

A. Either myself or Kevin Niehouse. We werereally
the main ones for the secretary of state that were
involved with the board of apportionment and with the
redistricting process.

Q. Without getting into the substance of any
particular conversations, you mentioned state
representatives or state senators might consult with
the secretary of state's office about the state level
redistricting process. Would that -- who --
specifically for those members of the legislature, who
would be responsible for consulting with them in the
secretary of state's office?

A. Kevin Niehouse.

Q. Anyone€lse?

A. I'mnotsure. Mainly, it was Kevin though.

They kept me in the basement quite a bit.

Q. AndI believe you said that in connection with
the state level redistricting process, the secretary

of state's office would host meetings?

A. Inconjunction with the other members of the
board of apportionment and the director of the board,
yes.

Q. What types of meetings would the secretary of
state, in conjunction with the board of apportionment,
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local level and sent to us simply for filing asa

repository manner.

Q. Isthere anything else that the secretary of

state does do for state or local redistricting that we
haven't just discussed?

A. Notto my knowledge, no.

Q. You mentioned Kevin Niehouse. Other than
Kevin Niehouse, is there anyone outside the el ections
division who would have responsibility for any of
those state and local redistricting tasks that you

just mentioned?

A. Notto my knowledge.

Q. You mentioned the census and the 2020 census
process. What role does the secretary of state have
in the census process?

A. Weredly do not have arolein that process
that I'm aware of.

Q. Okay. Justtodrill down on that, | am going to
do the same thing. | am going to say some things |
can imagine you might do, and you tell meif you do
them or not. Does the secretary of state have any
involvement with encouraging Arkansans to return their
census form?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Did the secretary of state interact with federal
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hold?

A. They werekind of town-hall style. We traveled
around the state. | only attended a couple myself.
But the board traveled around the state to different
regions to host meetings for the public to comein and
voice their concerns about what they needed, what
their district makeup was in order for usto make as
much of a quality map as possible.

Q. Andwould you also host meetings in connection
with local redistricting?

A. No.

Q. Would you give advice or consult about topics
for local redistricting?

No.

Provide any legal advice?

No.

Draft or evaluate proposed redistricting plans?
There were times where | believe Shelby Johnson
W|th Arkansas GIS got involved with that. Butin
terms of us, the board of apportionment, drawing any
kind of maps for proposals, no. We did not.

Q. What about collecting or distributing data for
useinthelocal redistricting processes?

A. No. Wewould be on the receiving end of local
redistricting plans that were already approved at the
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officials about the census?

A. Other than nagging them as to when we were going
to get the data, no.
Q. Waél, when you say "nagging them as to when we
were going to get the data," what interaction did you
have with federal officials about the census?
A. We-- | don't remember anybody individually with
the census bureau that we discussed with. But
internally and collectively as the board, we were
waiting on the census data in 2020 because it was
late. So -- but other than that, there was no
communication that | am aware of.
Q. What about receiving and processing data when
census results are released?
A. Once the data was released, we began working on
the process of redistricting.
Q. | think you may have already addressed this, but
did the secretary of state have any rolein
distributing census data to others within Arkansas?
A. No.
Q. Arethererecordsthat the secretary of state
keeps -- let me ask this differently.

Does the secretary of state have any role
in updating records to reflect new census data?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
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answer.

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. What data does the secretary of state maintain
that comes from the census?

A. 1 don't think we maintain any data that comes
from the census other than just in ssmply the terms of
beginning the process of redistricting using the data.
But maintain, I'm not sure we maintain anything that
comes from the census.

Q. Soyou may retrieve census datafor particular
purposes, but -- am | understanding that correctly?
A. Yes

Q. Doesthe secretary of state's office-- | can

try to use adifferent word than "maintain” if you're
getting hung up on that. But does the secretary of
state's office maintain any data from the census about
racial demographics within the state?

A. Only inasensethat it's encompassed in the
census data, but we don't maintain any of the data.
We received it from the census. We drew the maps
accordingly, based off of the data that was in the
censusfile.

Q. Yeah. | think maybe "maintain” is not a helpful
word, so let metry to ask thisadlightly different
way. The secretary of state's office uses census data
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available to the general public?

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. | believeyou said that aredistricting process
istriggered by the census and the release of new
census data that happens every 10 years; is that
correct?

A. That is my understanding, yes.

Q. Somore precisely, what is the new data that you
receive from the census that initiates a round of
redistricting?

A. It'sthe most recent and updated information
concerning peopl€'s residences, where they live, how
many are in their household. Isyour question, like,
what is the census data or maybe --

Q. Yeah. | mean, so yeah. What isthe information
in that data?

A. Off thetop of my head, name, date of birth,
residential address, racial demographics. Probably a
bunch of other stuff, but | don't remember. It's been
yearssince I've actually laid eyes onit.

Q. Isit-- whenwould -- so setting aside 2020, do
you know when generally that data would be made
available by the census?

A. 1 believe near the beginning of the next year.
For example, beginning of 2011, | believe. There are
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for certain purposes?

A. For the purposes of redistricting, yes.
Q. For purposes of redistricting. For any other
purposes other than redistricting?
A. Not that I'm aware of, no.
Q. Soisthereany purpose for which the secretary
of state would use racial demographic datafrom the
census?
A. No.
Q. May just be -- well, did the secretary of state
have that datain its records for any reason, meaning
racial demographic data from the census?
A. Only asaresult of receiving the census data,
possibly. But | don't even know if that dataiis still
in existence in our files, whether electronically or
physically.
Q. Do you happen to use any census data that is not
available to the general public?
A. Notthat I'm aware of, no.
THE COURT REPORTER: Can we go off the

record just a second?

(Discussion held off the record.)
Q. | apologize. | can't remember if you completed
this answer before we went off the record, but does
the secretary of state use any census data that is not
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deadlinesin place for that to happen, | believe.

I know 2020 was kind of an anomaly given
the circumstances. | don't know what those deadlines
are specificaly, though. But thereisaso a
deadline for the board of apportionment even to
complete redistricting, and | can't recall what that
is.

Q. [I'll come back to that. So for current

purposes, | think 1'm asking you about redistricting
at any level. When would the secretary of state start
preparing for aredistricting cycle?

A. For this past redistricting cycle, we began
preparing in 2019.

Q. In 2019 for the censusthat occurred in 2020 and
the redistricting that occurred in 2021?

A. Yes.

Q. What would be the earliest step in those
preparations?

A. | believethe earliest step in the process was

to put out arequest for proposal to obtain
redistricting software from avendor, | think.

Q. That would have happened in 2019 thistime
around?

A. 1 beieveitdid, yes.

Q. Okay. Arethere other things that the secretary
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of state's office would do to prepare for a

redistricting cycle before the census data that you

referred to earlier is released?

A. Asidefrom obtaining the software, actually

learning the software. Getting familiar with it.

Making sure that we understand the employees that are

involved -- that are going to be involved with the

process.

Q. When the census data becomes available, then

what happens or then what would the secretary of

state's office do for -- let me ask that question.
What would the secretary of state's

office do with the census data when it becomes

available?

A. | believe we would begin working on creating

proposals for new districts.

Q. Andthat'sat the state -- at the state level?

A. Yes

Q. In connection with the board of apportionment?
A. Correct. Yes.

Q.

Again, setting aside the 2022 redistricting

cycle specifically and just speaking generally how the
process would work, do you know how long it would
usually take between when the census rel eases data and
when -- well, here, | am going to ask when a new
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map?
A. They would need to know if the congressional
district that they're a part of changed, so providing
them with that information.
Q. You mentioned amap in PDF format. Would you
provide information about the enacted plan in any
other format for the county?
A. | know we may have had an Excel spreadsheet that
may have alist of counties with the congressional
district assignment. But other than that, no.
Q. Isthere any information -- are there any
records that the secretary of state keeps that would
need to be updated when you received a new
congressional map?
A. Not that comesto mind other than the map
itself. If we have alink to the older congressional
map on our website, obviously, you know, that would
need to be refreshed and updated. But --
Q. Anything else besides that?
A. Notthat | canthink of. No, sir.
Q. Arethereany -- let me ask it thisway.

We talked earlier about the process of
administering a congressional election and some
deadlines that you would have for stepsin preparing
for an election. Arethere any deadlinesin that
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congressional redistricting plan would be in place?

A. 1 donotknow. | was-- thisisthe only
redistricting cycle I've ever beeninvolved in. | was
not employed in the 2010/2011 redistricting time
frame.
Q. Isthere someone else in the secretary of
state's office who would know that question?
A. No.
Q. Doyou know if it -- generally or -- and/or
typicaly, it would be -- withdraw that. Let me
Start.
I'm still trying to get, again, abig
picture of here before going into some more specifics.
But here, | think | am asking again about a
congressional redistricting map. Let's focuson that.
When a new congressional districting map
is selected and enacted into law, then what happens
from -- in the secretary of state's office with that
newly-enacted map?
A. Weprovide, by request, copies of the map or
copies of the PDF of the map to anyone. We ensure
that the county clerk has the information that they
need in order to update any of their records.
Q. What information might the county clerk need
other than, | believe you said, a PDF of the enacted

10

25
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process for which you would need to have a newly

enacted map in place in order to proceed with those?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. Wewould need to have that information before
candidate filing.
Q. That's candidate filing period -- the eight-day
candidate filing period you referred to that, |
believe you said for 2026, would likely fall sometime
in early March or at the beginning of March?
A. Yes
Q. Recognizing that I'm not asking you whether
2026, in fact, follows a redistricting cycle, but just
makes identifying what -- that deadline that you are
talking about.
A. Yes. | understand. That information hasto be
known before candidate filing -- before the candidate
filing period.

(Exhibit 3 marked for identification.)
Q. I'dliketogo -- I'm marking as Exhibit 3 a
document, the first page which is Bates stamped
TSS CMA_3806. Have you seen this document before?
A. | believe at some point | have, yes.
Q. Whatisit?
A. ltlookslike an email thread between myself and
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Jennifer Wheeler and the Independence County clerk.
Q. Allright. And if you look back to the earliest
email on the thread, which would be at the bottom of
the second page carrying over onto the third and final
page, isthat an email that you sent?

A. Yes.
Q. On May 6th, 2019?
A. Yes.

Q. Who did you send this email to?
A. Thiswould have been sent to the county clerks
and voter registration clerks underneath the county
clerks' office and possibly the county election
commission.
Q. If you -- why did you send this email to those
individuals?
A. | believeit'sfor informational purposes. I'm
trying to read over it to jog my own memory.
Q. Takeasmuch time asyou need.
A. Okay. Yes. Thiswas an attempt to get ahead of
the game in terms of ensuring that the counties
precinct data that the state had a record of was till
current and complete.

One of the issues that we've had
historically for -- probably predates myself is,
counties don't always update their records like

Page 129
Q. Wasthat referring to the congressional
districts that were enacted in 2011?
A. Yes
Q. Sobefore 2011, no county had ever been splitin
Arkansas as part of a congressional districting map?
A. According tothis, that is correct.
Q. Isthat your understanding?
A. | believethat is my understanding, yes.

Q. Areyou aware of any county ever having been
split in the congressional districting plan before
2011?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. | amnot aware.
Q. Do you know which counties were split in 20117
A. Newton and Sebastian, | believe. I'd haveto
confirm. | used to know.
Q. Yousay severa counties. Do you remember how
many? Do you know how many were split? You can just
say yesor no. If you don't know, that's fine.
A. | don't remember.
Q. Tell meif I'm reading the next sentence
correctly. "Aswe march toward the 2020 census, and
redistricting in 2021 we are certain of one important
fact. Your election precinct boundary will be used
once again to support the redistricting process." Did
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they're supposed to with the State. So thiswas an

attempt to confirm their current election precinct
boundaries.

Q. Andwasthat for the purposes of preparing for
congressional redistricting?

A. Thiswasfor the purpose of preparing for all
redistricting, | believe.

Q. Allright. If youlook at the first sentence of
your email, it says -- well, could you read the first
sentence of the email?

A. "In 2011, the Arkansas general assembly
performed their duty of redistricting the
congressional districts of our state."

Q. Sothisspecificaly refersto redistricting of
congressional districts?

A. Yes

Q. After that, the next sentence it says, "For the
first time in Arkansas history, counties were split in
order to create the districts'; is that right?

A. Yes

Q. Andthen after that, "The general assembly used
the el ection precinct boundaries from the census block
fileto split several counties." Did | read that
correctly?

A. Yes
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| read that correctly?

A. Yes.
Q. Why wereyou certain?
A. Because the election precinct boundaries gave us
acompass in terms of where we could begin drawing
state redistricting maps. Any redistricting map,
congressional, state, local.
Q. Butincluding congressional districts?
A. Yes
Q. Canyou explain why -- so the first paragraph of
this email mentioned the importance of election
precinct boundaries; isthat fair to say?
A. Yes.
Q. Andit aso mentions the fact that in 2011,
counties were split in the congressional redistricting
map; isthat fair to say?
A. Yes.
Q. What -- why are -- why are those things related?
How are those two things connected?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
MR. SKOCPOL: Yeah. | can ask that
differently.

Q. How doesthe election precinct boundary -- well,
let me just ask, why did you discuss those two facts
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in the same paragraph in this email?

A. Similar towhat | previoudly stated, the
election precinct boundary gives, for lack of a better
term, aroadmap for an already existing line. 1t was
our goal at secretary of state's office, the Arkansas
GIS office, to do the best that we could to drive home
the importance, at any level of redistricting, to use
aready created election precinct boundaries because
if those boundaries are not used, it's going to create
what's called a precinct split, and we already have
enough of thosein Arkansas. We don't need more.
A precinct split would warrant another --
basically, another election precinct and another
ballot style. Sointerms of the importance of using
the already existing boundaries, number one,
confirming that their boundaries are good; and number
two, using those already existing boundaries was
tantamount to preparation, coding, and ensuring that
the correct ballot style is provided for each voter in
any election.
Q. | wantto make sure | understand what you just
said about precinct splits. Sowhat -- what isa
precinct split?
A. When you have more than one political
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avoid precinct splits within the counties; is that

correct?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Soisitaprecinct split when aredistricting
boundary line goes through an existing preexisting
precinct?

A. Yes itis

Q. Then| think you separately said that when that
happens, part of the solution to that may -- aresult
of that is, there may now be different ballot styles
within that preexisting precinct; isthat right?

A. Exactly.

Q. And that might necessitate moving precinct lines
or subdividing a precinct?

A. Ifit'sstill an opportunity and still feasible

to change those precinct boundaries, then yes. But
we're talking in terms of, you know, the damage is
already done. The precinct boundaries are set. The
redistricting boundaries are set. Everythingis
approved.

Now we have this map with all these
precinctsin precinct parts that we now have to code
for an election. Soyes. | don't even know if that
answered your guestion, to be honest.

25| subdivision, let's just say you have a house district 25| Q. | think it did.
_— . Page 132 Page 134
and a senate district, they're not going to correlate. A. Okay.
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Those lines are not going to match up completely.
They're going to intersect.

And | usually have awhite board for this
when | tried to explain it to my coworkers. But when
those lines intersect, they create asplitin a
precinct because on the -- let's say the west side of
the house district versus the east side of the house
district, they could be in the same senate district
but they're in different house districts. Therefore,
that's adifferent ballot style.

So aprecinct split or a precinct part is
the emergence of a new boundary coming into play or a
line being moved that creates a new precinct within a
precinct, for lack of a better term. But a precinct
split.

Q. [ think that may be where I'm potentially

getting tripped up, so | want to make sure the record
isclear. It sounds-- inyour -- a minute ago, you

said that a precinct was a preexisting area within the
county and this email was about verifying the existing
boundaries of those; is that correct?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Andthen | think you said that part of the

reason for verifying those boundaries was to help
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Q. Soagoa insending this email wasto avoid
those kinds of discrepancies between the redistricting
plans that would be enacted and the existing precinct
boundaries at that time?

A. Yes. Thiswas aproactive approach to making
sure that the counties’ current precinct boundaries on
file at the state level were still correct and that we
were not missing anything going into this.

Q. If you look at the second paragraph, it refers

to -- well, am | reading the second sentence of the
second paragraph correctly, "The elections division of
the secretary of state's office, and the Arkansas GIS
office have teamed together to create an opportunity
for afinal review of your election precincts before
they are submitted to the US census bureau”; is that
correct?

A. Yes

Q. Who submits the precinct boundaries to the US
census bureau?

A. TheArkansas GIS office.

Q. Doesthe secretary of state's office have arole
in submitting those precinct boundaries to the US
census bureau?

A. No.
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(Exhibit 4 marked for identification.)

Q. Next, I'd liketo mark Exhibit 4. Exhibit4is
adocument, the first page is Bates stamp number
BLR-CMA-02827. Have you seen this document before?
A. | believel have, yes.

Q. Andwhatisit?

A. Thisisaemail thread that was sent to

Shelby Johnson, Leslie Bellamy, and some attorneys and
deputies on staff with our office at thetime. Bless
you.

Q. Wassent by you?

A. It appears o, yes.

Q. Solooking at that the first email on the

thread, at the bottom of the first page, that's an

email that you sent on January 20th, 2021; isthat
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And then abovethat, at the top of the document,
isan email on the same thread sent by Shelby Johnson
that same -- later that same day; isthat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Whois Shelby Johnson?

A. Heisthedirector for the Arkansas GIS office.

Q. Shelby Johnson's email at the top of the thread,

it begins, "Following the census announcement today";
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idea of how long counties were going to need in order

to prepare and code the election.
Q. Whenyou say "prepare and code the election,”
are you referring to redistricting?
A. No. I'mreferring to preparing for the 2022
election cycle.
Q. Sowhenyou say inthe -- in thefirst sentence
of the email, | believe it refersto -- you refer to
calling arandom sample of countiesto get an idea of
how much time they believe they will need in order to
complete their tasks at the county/school/city level.
What tasks are you referring to there?
A. Sothisis-- and | probably should have
clarified in my previous statement. This -- the tasks
that I'm referring to is a process of updating the
voter registration database with al of the new
precinct boundaries, potential precinct splits, and
district assignments to those precincts in preparation
for the 2022 election cycle.

Thereisaton of work that had to --
there was aton of work that had to be done as a
result of any redistricting efforts at any level that
the county clerk needed enough time to perform before
the election cycle kicked off for 2022.
Q. Gotit. Andl redlizethisisan email froma
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isthat correct?

A. Correct.
Q. What isthe census announcement today that is
referred to in that email?
A. | believethat was their announcement that their
census data would not be released during their normal
time frame.
Q. Andinyour email, in thefirst sentence, you
refer to the news of the delay with receiving the
census data; isthat correct?
A. Yes
Q. Isthat the same as the census announcement
today that Shelby Johnson was referring to?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.

A. | believethat'sfair to say, yes.
Q. Sointheemail that you sent at the beginning
of the thread, the subject line of that email is
"Timeline for Redistricting"?
A. Yes
Q. And canyou say, why did you send this email, or
what was -- let me ask it differently.

What was the purpose of this email?
A. Toinform Shelby, along with the rest of the
people on this email, of our attempt to try and get an
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few years ago and you're maybe ingesting it now. But

in the second sentence of the email, it refersto --

it describes the response from the counties; is that
correct?

A. Yes

Q. Andthere, you say, "At least a couple months
would be needed to be able to accurately perform and
complete all necessary duties that come with
redistricting.” What does "all necessary duties that
come with redistricting" mean there?

A. Basicaly, what | just previously described.
Better wording, looking at this, probably would have
been, quote, "Perform and complete all necessary
duties that come as aresult of redistricting,"
post-redistricting, so to speak.

Q. Butit'snot referring to redistricting at the
county/school/city levels?

A. Notinthe sensethat the clerks perform it, no.
Thisis-- it'sreferring to it asthe clerks are on

the receiving end of those redistricting -- that
redistricting information with the new precinct
boundaries for cities, schools, counties, townships.
Q. Butthisemail isabout elections at the county
school and city level, not statewide or federal
elections?
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A. Redly, dl of it, to be honest, because any

change from the city level all the way up to the
federal level, when it comes to boundary changes, has
to be done in the voter registration database by the
county clerk or his or her staff. And that can't
happen until the redistricting plans are complete and
that information is given to the clerksin order to
update those records in preparation for the election
cycle.

Q. Okay. If youlook at the fourth paragraph --
actually, let me ask you about the third paragraph
first. Third paragraph, second sentence, you say,
"Previoudly, | mentioned that December 1st, 2021 was
the first day that school board candidates may begin
circulating their petitions for filing for office.”

Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes

Q. Doeswhat you are discussing there apply to all
offices or isthat specific to school board elections?
A. It's specific to school board elections.

Q. Isthat -- okay. Sothen in thefourth

paragraph, | believe you say, "We feel like we have a
little more breathing room than previously thought."
Did | read that correctly?
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the last paragraph there, in order to give the

counties enough time to draw lines, change street
segments, update political subdivisions, and mail out
cardsto voters.
Q. Before getting to that fifth paragraph, why do
you say it should be one week prior to the candidate
filing period?
A. Inorder to give the counties a hard deadline,
that was the agreement that we came up on for them to
be complete 'cause if we are one week out from
candidate filing, we have technically alittle bit of
wiggle room in terms of, we can afford a day or two of
them not having this done. But we don't have much
wiggle room.

We did not want to say -- to give the
counties a, quote, unguote, deadline of the first day
of candidate filing, like, be done with your stuff
because candidates need to know what districts they
areinin order tofile. And that was the discussion
that we had as ateam. That was why we chose and
decided, as a collective, that this needs to be done
before candidate filing begins because candidates have
to know what districts they're in at the school board
level, congressiona level, whatever.
Q. Tel meif I'm understanding this correctly.
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Q. "The next big deadline coming up would be the
party filing period which begins on February 22nd,
2022." Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes

Q. Isthat the -- that is the beginning of the
eight-day period, filing period, that we discussed
this morning?

A. Yes

Q. Andit -- there, are you talking about all
elections?

A. Yes

Q. Including congressional elections?

A. Yes

Q. If you could just -- the last sentence of that

paragraph says, "I would personally recommend that the
absolute deadline should be February 15th, 2022, one
week prior to the candidate filing period”; is that
correct?
A. Yes
Q. The absolute deadline for what were you
referring to there?
A. For redistricting to be complete, for precinct
information to be updated, for district assignments to
be updated in the voter registration database.

And | would refer to thefirst sentencein
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Everything that technically would need to be in place

for the candidate filing period to begin, al of it --

al of the technical details that need to be updated

to prepare for the candidate filing period would be
complete by February 15th, as you are contemplating
here. And the purpose of having aweek before the
candidate filing period actually begins would be for
the potential candidates to have that information for
aperiod of time?

A. Theintent behind putting this deadline a week
before candidate filing starts was to give ourselves a
little bit of a buffer in case a county doesn't
complete by the 15th or if a county completes by the
15th but then realizes that they have discovered an
issue, they had alittle bit of time to rectify that.

That was -- | think I'm answering your
question. But that was the intent behind pushing this
deadline back aweek before the beginning of candidate
filing.

And yes, to be able to have that new
updated precinct and district information to
candidates that may not know what district they'rein.
If & you know, justice of the peace candidate or
guorum court member, whatever you want to call it,
wantsto file for office but they completely arein a
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different district now, they're not going to know what

district they're in unless their information has been
approved and put into the voter registration database.
Q. Sothe purpose of that week is, one, time to get
information to the candidates before the beginning of
the filing period; and two, time to troubleshoot

issues or follow up with counties that may have missed
the deadline? Am | accurately summarizing there?
A. Yes

Q. Anything other than -- any reason other than
those two reasons for why you recommended the deadline
be aweek before the beginning of the candidate filing
period?

A. Notthat | canrecall, no.

Q. And thenin thefifth paragraph, you say, to

give -- you began reading that earlier. Part way
through but in the middle of the paragraph, you say,
"I believe the State should try their best to finish

up by the end of November 2021"; did | read that
correctly?

A. Yes

Q. You believe the State should try to finish up
what exactly? What are you referring to there?

A. The state redistricting process.

Q. When you say "the state redistricting process,”
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trickle-down effect, basically.

We would finish the house and senate
boundaries at the state level, get them approved, send
that information down to the county level so anybody
that's going to redistrict at that point can follow
those similar boundaries lines as best asthey canin
order to avoid precinct splits.

Q. Buttothe party filing period that you refer to

in the fourth paragraph, which begins on February
22nd, 2022, that's the same for congressional

districts as for state legidlative -- for

congressional elections as for state legidlative
elections; isthat correct?

A. Yes

Q. Sowhenyou say, "Itisat this point, in our
opinion, al redistricting procedures, tasks, and
changes need to be implemented and completely in place
at al levels of government first”; did | read that
correctly?

A. Yes

Q. That would be true of congressional districts as
well as state legidlative districts; isthat correct?

A. | think you can make that argument because of
the same fact that, you know, candidates for congress
also need to know what district they'rein. So under
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do you mean specifically for the state legislature or

for redistricting at all levels?
A. For the state legidlature.
Q. What you arereferring to here aso, do the
timing recommendations you are making in this email
also apply to congressional redistricting?
A. No.
Q. Why not?
A. Because we could not saddle the Arkansas
legislature with a deadline for them to finish their
congressional redistricting processes. | don't
remember what the time frame was on that, how quickly
they got theirs done. But we simply could not apply
that deadline to the state legislature.
Q. Butthepractical considerations you are talking
about here would be the same for congressiona
redistricting?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You may

answer.
A. Not necessarily. The reason why we needed to
get the state level redistricting process done by
November of 2021 is because the counties were going to
do their best to follow the boundary lines that we
created based off of the house and the senate
districtsin order for them to -- it wasa
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that premise, yes.
Q. But for congressional elections, it might
actually be later?
A. | don't know.
MS. CRYER: | wasgoing to say, object
to theform. You can answer.
A. Yeah. | don't know the answer to that.
Q. Andwhenyou say, "l believe the state should

try their best to finish up by the end of November
2021 --" never mind. I'll start a new question.

Let me ask you this. Your email that you
sent at the beginning of the thread here, who did you
send that to?

A. Shelby Johnson, Leslie Bellamy,

Michael Fincher --

Q. 1 don't need to ask you to read the whole list,
but | guess you sent it to some peoplein the
secretary of state's office?

A. Yes. Inadditionto Arkansas GIS office.

Q. Arkansas GIS office, that's Shelby Johnson?
A. Yes

Q. IsShelby Johnson the only person outside the
secretary of state's office you sent thisto?

A. | believe so, yes.

Q. Now, looking at Shelby Johnson's email, the
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subject line, "FW: Timeline for Redistricting”?

A. Yes
Q. What do you understand "FW:" to mean there?
A. Heforwarded the email that | originally sent to
another group of people.
Q. Okay. Sothat email has adifferent set of
recipients?
A. Correct.
Q. Who did he forward your email to? What --
THE COURT REPORTER: Can we take abreak
for just a second?
MR. SKOCPOL: Yes.

(Recess form 2:35 p.m. to 2:37 p.m.)
Q. Yeah. And | don't need you to read every name
onthe"To" field. But looking over the namesin the
"To" field and the "cc" field, who else in the
Arkansas state government did he appear to be sharing
thiswith?
A. Hesent thisto members of the attorney
generd's office, governor's office, the Bureau of
Legislative Research, and he copied some of us at the
secretary of state's office.
Q. You mentioned the Bureau of Legidlative
Research. Isthat -- isthat part of the legislature?
A. No. Thebureau is a state agency that assists
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to Dwight Southerland; Kurt Naumann; yourself,

Josh Bridges; Kenneth Burleson. And in the ccline --
no, not in the cc line. Kevin Niehouse.
A. Yes
Q. Isthat correct?
A. Sorry. Yes. Thatiscorrect.
Q. And outside of the secretary of state's office,
who was it sent to?
A. Members of the governor's office, the attorney
general's office, Bureau of Legislative Research,
other members of the Arkansas GIS office, and the
director of the board of apportionment, Betty Dickey.
Q. Who arethe Bureau of Legislative Research names
that you recognize here?
A. Lori Bowen, Marty Garrity.
Q. Any others?
A. Michelle Davenport. There's other names on here
| don't recognize that may or may not be employees of
the Bureau of Legidative Research.
Q. Do you recognize the name Matthew B. Miller?
A. No, | donot.
Q. Whenyou say, "The 2020 census redistricting
data has just been published" in the first paragraph,
what data are you referring to there?

MS. CRYER: | am going to --
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the state legislature with the drafting of state
legislation.

Q. Andwould that include assisting the state
legislature with the redrawing of congressional
districts?
A. | don't know.
Q. Okay. | think we're done with that document.
MR. SKOCPOL: We can take a break here.
(Recess from 2:38 p.m. to 2:48 p.m.)
(Exhibit 5 marked for identification.)
Q. I'dnow like to mark as Exhibit 5, that isa

one-page document that's Bates stamped
BLR-Byrd-FOIA-01035. Have you seen this document
before?

A. | believel have, yes.

Q. Whatisit?

A. Thisisan email from Shelby Johnson informing
us that the census data had been published on the
census website.

Q. Andwhat date was that sent?

A. August 12, 2021.

Q. Andtowhom wasthat sent? Let's start with,
who in the secretary of state's office -- or actually,
tell meif thisis correct. It appears, assuming the
email addresses areright, it looks like this was sent
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Q. Letmel'll ask a--if you look at the third

paragraph, it says, doesit -- am | reading this
correctly, "While the datais being released today, we
do not expect to actually have it functional in the
state GIS nor the redistricting software until later
because the data --" well, did | read that sentence
correctly?

A. Yes

Q. Alittlefarther down, isthis paragraph
describing the data that was released today when it
talks about five separate files?

MS. CRYER: | am going to object to the
form. To the extent you understand, you can
answer. Like, he's not the author of the
email, so | just wanted to -- okay.

Q. Yeah. Isthat your understanding?

A. Youll have to rephrase the question. I'm not
sure what you mean by that.

Q. Wadll, based on thisemail, as -- to the extent

it helps you recall, what was released on August 12th?
A. The 2020 census data.

Q. Andyou seein the third paragraph, second
sentence, whereit says, "The data being released is
the legacy format." Do you know what legacy format
refers to?
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A. | believeit wasreferring to just an old format

that was used in prior redistricting efforts.

Q. Then the next sentence, when it says, "The
legacy format is not published in an easy to use
manner," do you know what that's referring to?

A. No. Other than the fact that it's just simply

in an older format not used. Or not easily used, |
should say.

Q. Itsays, "ltiscomposed of five separate

files." Do you understand that to be describing the
legacy format?

A. Yes

Q. Then the next sentence says, "The GIS component
containing al the census blocks and then four other
datatables, composed age, race, voting age, and other
metrics." Did | read that correctly?

A. Yes

Q. Arethosethefive separate -- do you understand
those to be the five separate files that he's

referring to there?

A. | believe so, yes.

Q. Sodo you know what other metrics that's talking
about?

Filed 11/12/24 Page 44 of 122
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Q. Doyou -- what isthe redistricting software
that City Gate provided?
A. | believe the name of it was autoBound.
Q. The previous document -- in the previous
document we looked at, you were discussing news of a
delay in census datain January 2021; isthat correct?
A. Yes. Thatiscorrect.
Q. Isthedatathat's being discussed in this email

the data that was delayed?

MS. CRYER: Object.
Q. Thedatathat you were -- the same data being
discussed in this email as you were talking about
being delayed in your January 2021 email?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. Yes
Q. Why would you and others from the secretary of
state's office have been copied on this email, or
included as recipients on this email, excuse me?
A. On Exhibit 5?
Q. Yes
A. Asaninformational purpose, to let us know that
the redistricting data was now available.

24| A. | donot. 24 (Exhibit 6 marked for identification.)
25| Q. Do you know if the census data that wasreleased  [25| Q. | am going to mark as Exhibit 6 -- | am marking
11 on August 12th included -- I'm just asking Whe'tthrg?/olu5 “ as Exhibit 6 adocument which is -- rage 198
2| know or not. Do you know whether it included 2 MR. SKOCPOL: Could we go off the record
3| political affiliation data? 3 for just a second?
4 A. | don'tknow. | don't believeit did. 4 (Discussion held off the record.)
5/ Q. That'snot -- after that, there's areference to 5/ Q. Go back ontherecord. | am going to mark as
6| City Gate. Do you know who City Gateis? 6| Exhibit 6 adocument BL R-Byrd-FOIA-00001. Have you
A, Yes. 7| seen this document before?
8/ Q. WhoisCity Gate, or who or what is City Gate? 8| A. | am copied or thiswas sent to me, yes. It
9 9
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A. That wasthe company that the State contracted
with to provide the redistricting software for
redistricting purposes.
Q. Whenyou say the State contracted with City
Gate, was that the secretary of state's office?
A. |don'tbelieveso. I'm not sure where that
contract had landed. I'm not sure.
Q. Okay. And when you say for the redistricting
process, isthat for federal redistricting, state
redistricting, local redistricting?
A. State.
Q. State. Would the City Gate have aso -- would
City Gate have also been the software provider for
federal redistricting?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. I'mnot sure.
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doesn't ring abell, but I'm sure | have seen this
before.

Q. Whatisit?

A. Thisisan email from Shelby Johnson to certain
people informing them that thereis a Y ouTube video
that covered the training on what | believe to be the
autoBound software, along with additional information
on draft plans for testing.

Q. Andyou're one of the recipients of that email?
A. Yes

Q. From the secretary of state's office, are Dwight
Southerland, Kurt Naumann, Kenneth Burleson, and
Kevin Niehouse aso recipients of that email ?

A. Yes

Q. If youlook at the first sentence of the email,

am | reading it correctly, "Thank you for joining the
training this morning"; is that correct?
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A. Yes

Q. Didyou attend atraining on autoBound EDGE on
August 16th, 2021?

A. ltishighly likely that | did, yes. At some

point, | was trained on the software. Whether it was
that date or not, | can't necessarily confirm. |

don't recall. But probably.

Q. Soyouremember attending atraining on the use
of the autoBound EDGE software?

A. Yes

Q. But you don't remember whether it was on
August 16th?

A. Correct.

Q. Could thetraining that you remember attending
have been on August 16th?
A. Yes
Q. Had thetraining that you remember attending, do
you remember whether -- let me ask, were any other --
was anyone else from the secretary of state's office
also at that training?
A. | don't remember for sure.
Q. But they might have been?

THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry?
Q. But they might have been?
A. | can't rulethat out.
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census block.

Q. Okay. Sol want to make sure I'm understanding
some different components of that. | believe you
referred to amap on the screen. So when you're using
the software and you see map of the state of
Arkansas -- isthat correct?
A. That iscorrect.
Q. Andyou're able to make decisions about where
district linesfall on that map?
A. That iscorrect.
Q. And movethose district lines around to change
the shape of potential districts?
A. You can assign or unassign the precincts or
census blocks accordingly which would, in turn, change
that boundary line. Yes.
Q. Gotit. Thank you. And when you say
"precincts,” those are -- let me say that alittle --
the 2019 email that we looked at earlier was about
confirming the boundaries of precincts; is that
correct?
A. Yes
Q. So arethose the precincts that would be -- that
you would be assigning to districts in autoBound EDGE?
A. Yes

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
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Q. Areyou familiar with the features of the

autoBound EDGE software?
A. Yes
Q. Andwhat was that software used for?
A. Thedrawing of district boundaries.
Q. For-- 1 believeyou said earlier, it was used
for the state level redistricting process?
A. Yes
Q. Andyou don't know whether it was also used for
the federal level redistricting process?
A. 1don'tknow. I donot know if it was or was
not used.
Q. When you say "used for drawing the maps," what
do you mean?
A. The software had the ability to couple current
geographies with census data to where you could add
precincts or census blocksto adistrict. It was used
in terms of, you could set the software to drawing
house districts.

And you literally would start clicking
different census blocks or different election
precincts on the actual map to assign those blocks or
precincts to the district selected. And it would give
you areal time count of the population for that
district, based off of your selection of precinct or
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answer.

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry.

MS. CRYER: That'sal right.
Q. Andwhen you say "census block," what isa
census block?
A. A census block is ageographic square that
contains a certain amount population within it. |
don't know the schematics or the official definition
of that. That'skind of out of my wheelhouse on what
adefinition of a census block would actually be.
Q. Sure. Do you know who defines the boundaries of
a census block?
A. | believeit would be the US census bureau.
Q. Okay. Andisacensusblock asmaller or larger
unit of geography than a precinct?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. It honestly depends. | think it varies. Itis
afairly small geography. But depending on if there
isavery small election precinct, they could be
comparable. Typicaly, they are smaller.
Q. Andwere you trained on how to use autoBound
EDGE -- let me start that question again.

| believe you said you can use autoBound
EDGE to assign precincts or census blocks. So are
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you -- isthat correct?

A. Thatiscorrect.

Q. Soyou're either working with precincts or
census blocks, not both at the same time?

A. | don'trecal if you could work with both at

the sametime. | knew that -- | do know that you
could work with one or the other to draw amap. |
don't recall if it was interchangeable. | don't

recall if you could do it at the sametime. I'm not
sure.

Q. Understood. Were you trained on how to work
with both precincts and census blocks in the software?
A. Yeah. The concept was the same.

Q. Andyou -- | believe you said that while you're
assigning precincts or census blocks in autoBound
EDGE, you see population information for the
districts; isthat correct?

A. Yes

Q. What do you mean by "population information"?
A. The population that was encompassed within that
election precinct would populate into atable on the
screen.

Q. Andwould that be the total population of the
area--

A. Yes

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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or practice maps as you say, with the actual census

data once it was ready, or the 2020 census data. What
other data could you see about a district as you were
drawing it other than total population of a district?
A. | believe age might have been available. |
believe race was available. | can't think of anything
else.
Q. Whenyou say "age," what do you mean?
A. | believe voting age was one of the data points
that was available within using autoBound that would
populate to the table.
Q. 1think you might be saying, tell meif thisis
correct, in addition to seeing the total population of
the district -- of adistrict, you could also see the
population of the district that was of voting age?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Andisvoting agein the state of Arkansas 18?
A. Yes

Q. You said there was aso race data available.
What do you mean by that?

A. Therewereracia demographics availablein
relation to that geographic areain conjunction or in
relation to the census data.
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Q. -- based on the 2020 census data?

A. Yes. But at thetimethat thistraining took

place, | believe we were using the 2019 ACS datafile
while we were awaiting the file for census. So yes.
The American Community Survey file from 2019 was what
we were trained on.

Q. Butitwas--the goa of using the featuresyou
were trained on for the 2020 census data once it was
ready to be used in autoBound EDGE?

A. Correct. That wasthe goal, obviously, wasto
draw official maps based off of the 2020 census, but
we were trained on a separate dataset.

Q. After you were trained on the use of autoBound
EDGE, did you then, in fact, use autoBound EDGE to
draw adraft redistricting plan at any level?

A. Forthe state level, yes.

Q. Forthe statelevel. With the census data once

it was ready?

A. Yes. Butl never drew anything that -- anything
official that made it to, you know, the full board.

Y ou know, | more or less drew practice maps, played
with the data. | never presented an official drawing
of anything that | did to the board at all.

Q. Okay. Well, thank you for clarifying that. |

do want to ask about when you were drawing draft maps,

25
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Q. When you say "that geographic area," you mean

for each precinct or census block that you were
working with, you could see the racial demographics of
that precinct or census block?
A. Yes
Q. And could you seethe overal racid
demographics of a draft or potential district asyou
were assigning precincts or census blocks to
districts?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. | believeyou could, yes.
Q. Andwould that update as you reassigned
precincts or census blocks from one district to
another?
A. Yes, itwould.
Q. Sothat would show you the total number of --
let me ask, do you remember if that was expressed as a
percentage or atotal number for different demographic
categories?
A. | believe both was available.
Q. Soyou could see baoth the percentage and total
number of black population in a draft district?
A. Yes
Q. And apercentage or total number of white
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population in a draft district?

A. Yes

Q. Werethere any other racial demographic
categories visible as you are working in the document?
A. Yes. | believethere's Hispanic or Latino
available, Pacific Islander, Native American. There
may have been more as well.

Q. You said there was age and race information that
you could see. Could you see that -- let me ask this
adifferent way.

Could you see the total number or
percentage of black voting age population in a draft
district as you were working with the software?

A. | believeyou could, yes.

Q. Andthat was visible on the screen as you were
assigning precincts and census blocks?

A. | believeit was, yes.

Q. Didyou haveto -- did you see any political
data on the screen as you were assigning precincts or
census blocks?

A. Notthat | recall. No, sir.

Q. Any information about how a census block had
voted in past elections?

A. Notthat | recal, no.

Q. Theelection returns from a precinct in past

25
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A. Yes youdid.
Q. Do you understand that to be referring to
Arkansas general assembly house and senate incumbent
residential addresses or US congress house and senate
incumbent residential addresses?

MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can

answer.

Q. Or something elseif not either of those?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.

A. Thisrefersto the state house and state senate
incumbent residential addresses.
Q. When he says, "Well be providing an updated
version of incumbents soon," what do you understand
him to be referring to?

MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can

answer.

A. Thelist of theresidential addresses for the
house and senate members.
Q. The Arkansas general assembly house and senate
members?
A. Yes
Q. Andisthat information that you could seein
autoBound EDGE where the members of the general
assembly lived?
A. Yes. Youcandrop apin on an address, if you
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elections?

A. No.

Q. Or any data about the partisan affiliation of

votersin aprecinct or census block?

A. Notthat | recal. No.

Q. Andwould you see any of those types of

political data at the district level asyou were

drawing draft districts?

A. Notthat | recall. No.

Q. A couple more quick questions on this document.

If you'll look at the second paragraph, center of the

email, Shelby Johnson says, "We have devel oped draft

plansin autoBound EDGE." Did | read the beginning of

that part of the sentence correctly?

A. Yes

Q. Soit'spossiblethat people who attended this

training might have -- or might have previously

drafted plans using autoBound EDGE before August 16th?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.

A. Thatiscorrect.

Q. Andinthelast paragraph, he says, "Finally,

for the house and senate incumbent residential

addresses we are finalizing those edits and will be

providing an updated version of incumbents soon." Did

| read that correctly?

25
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30 choose, and that information was baked into the

software.
Q. Anytime you were working in the software, you
didn't see information about -- did you -- let me ask,
did you ever seeinformation in the software about
where US congress house members or senators lived?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. 1 don't know for sureif that information was
ever put in the system. |I'm not sure.
Q. Soyou don't remember ever seeing that
information in the system?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer.
A. Correct. | do not remember.
(Exhibit 7 marked for identification.)
Q. That'sall for that document. Next, let'sgoto
tab 5, which that's for our internal. I'm marking as
Exhibit Number 7 a document, the first page of which
is Bates stamped TSS_CMA_0000748.
MS. CRYER: Haveyou got an extra copy?
Thank you.
Q. Haveyou seen this document before?
A. At somepoint, yes. | have.
Q. Whatisit?
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A. It'san email from Shelby Johnson concerning

bill draft congressional districts.

Q. Isitfairtosay it'saseriesof emailson

that document?

A. Yes

Q. Sol want to start at the earliest part of the

email thread and work up. Who isthe sender of the
earliest email on this thread at the bottom of page 2,
carrying over on to page 3?

A. Shelby Johnson. Wait. Sorry. Yeah.

Shelby Johnson.

Q. Okay. That email he sent on September 15th,
20217

A. Yes

Q. From the secretary of state's office are you,
Kevin Niehouse, Kenneth Burleson? Are those three
individuals recipients of this email?

A. Yes

Q. Generally, who were the -- do you recognize the
other individuals on this email and who are they?

A. Membersfrom the governor's office, Arkansas
attorney genera's office, the director of the board

of apportionment, and other members of the Arkansas
GIS office.
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software?
A. I'mnot sureif they did or did not.
Q. Didyou personaly?
A. | don'trecal if | did or did not.
Q. If youlook chronologically, at the next email
chronologically on the thread, isthat an email sent
by Shelby Johnson on September 22nd, 2021?
A. Yes.

Q. That'sinthe middlie of page 2?

A. Yes

Q. That issent to the same three individuals from

the secretary of state's office, including yourself?

A. Yes

Q. Shelby Johnson there says, "Attached is a map,
report and the shapefiles representing Senate Bill 721
by Senator Hester amending the congressional district
which was filed yesterday"; did | read that correctly?
A. Yes

Q. What do you understand him to be referring to
when he says "map"?

A. Heisreferring to the map that would be
potentially implemented if Senate Bill 721 was adopted
asthe official congressional map. Soitisadraft

map, most likely created in autoBound EDGE, that was

25| Q. Isit fair to say the subject lineis, "Bill 25| sent to us from Shelby.

Page 168 Page 170
1| Draft Congressional Districts'? 11 Q. Andwhat do you understand him to be referring
2l A. Yes. 2| to when he says "report"?
3| Q. Why did you -- why were you copied on this -- 3| A. | would think that the report is going to be the
41 why were you arecipient of thisemail? 4| demographic and population data as a result of the
5 MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can 5| creation of this map.

6 answer. 6| Q. When you say "the demographic and population
7| A. | donaot know, honestly. | think it was more of 7| data," what do you mean by that?

8| an informational purposes because this email included 8| A. Thecensus data.

9 9
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the files of the proposed bills from the legidlators.

Q. Okay. If youlook at the third paragraph,

" Attached are the shapefile records that you can use

to import into your autoBound EDGE software at your
convenience"; did | read that correctly?

A. Yes

Q. Wevediscussed what autoBound EDGE is. What is
a shapefile?

A. A shapefileisareferenceto the-- how dol|

say this? Thefile needed in order to create a

geography in a software such as autoBound EDGE. Itis
the -- referring to what is required in order to

produce that district in a GIS product. It's the best

| got.

Q. That's pretty good. Did anyone from the

secretary of state's office ever import draft

congressional redistricting billsinto autoBound EDGE
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Q. Andisthat areport that would be generated by
autoBound EDGE?

A. | believe s, yes.

Q. Soaminute ago, when we were discussing the
data that autoBound EDGE can show on the screen when
you're drawing a draft map, it can also generate a
report showing -- showing that data for a proposed or
draft set of districts?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Sowhen he says "report” there, he's likely
referring to a document that has information about the
population of proposed districts, including total and
voting age population -- I'll pause there. Isthat
correct?

A. | believe s, yes.

Q. Andheslikely aso referring to a document

that would have information about the racial
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demographics of proposed districts?
A. | believe so, yes.
Q. Including the absolute and percentage of white
and black votersin a proposed district?
A. Yes
Q. But that report would not have political datain
it; isthat correct?
A. | believethat iscorrect. It would not.

Q. Now, if you look at the next email
chronologically on this thread also sent, isthat also
sent on September 22nd, 20217

A. Yes

Q. Andhere, I'm at the bottom of page 1 carrying
over in the signature block at the top of page 2.

A. Yes

Q. That issent to the same individuals -- same
threeindividuals, including yourself, from the
secretary of state's office?

A. Yes

Q. Doesthat also refer to maps, reports, and
shapefile data for proposed congressional bill -- the
proposed congressional hills that were filed in the
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receive"; isthat correct?

A. Yes
Q. Why was he sending this email to you?
A. Because-- well, number one, | believe he tried
sending it again due to the bounce back because our
servers can only accept emails with a certain amount
of attachments data-wise. It caps at a certain point
and will kickback an email if the files attached are
too large. And that also appliesto sending that
information out too.
So | think he sent thisto me Kevin and
Kenneth because all the rest of the other folks got
it. Thiswas an attempt for him to send it make sure
we had it aswell.
Q. Okay. So hewanted to make sure you
specifically had al of the congressiona bills --
proposed congressional districts that had been filed?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. Yes. | believethiswas a-- an attempt to make
sure that we had al the information that he had
created, or they collectively had created. 1'm not

23| |egidature? 23| sure who on histeam did thiswork. But it wasn't us.
241 A. Yes. 241 Q. Inthelast sentence, he says, "If thereisa
25| Q. And do you understand maps and reports have the [2°| particular draft, just let me know and we'll get it to
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same meaning there as maps and reports did in the

previous email?

A. Yes

Q. Allright. And thenlooking at the top email on
the thread, isthat an email that was sent on
September 23rd, 2021?

A. Yes

Q. From Shelby Johnson, isthat correct?

A. Yes

Q. Andthisoneis sent to the same three
individuals from the secretary of state's office,
including yourself; isthat correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And unlike the previous emails on this thread,
itis sent only to those three individuals; is that
correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Doesthat email begin, "Gents, this email
bounced back yesterday"; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. "Wehave mapped al of the bills that have been
filed"; isthat correct?

A. Correct.

Q. "l attached all of them with shapefile data, but
it must have been too large for your system to
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you"; isthat correct?

A. Yes
Q. What do you understand him to mean by
"congressional draft" there?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. Drafts of the map that was created by him and/or
his team as aresult of one of the proposed house or
senate bills being filed.
Q. Soaproposed congressional redistricting plan?
A. Yes
Q. Why would the secretary of state's office need a
congressional draft?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. | redly don't know, to be honest. | think this
was an attempt for Shelby to keep all of these members
informed on what was being potentially proposed by the
legidature. | believe this email thread was
informative in nature because the work was already
done.
These proposed bills that the legislature

was trying to get passed through the legislative
process was work not done by us. But it was Shelby's
attempt at taking alegidative bill and baking it
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into a GI S software and then, in turn, making sure

these entities, secretary of state, attorney general,
governor, were abreast of the information.
Q. Isthat because the secretary of state's office
would be responsible for implementing one of these
bills once it was enacted into law?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. Wewould not bein charge of implementing the
bills, no. We don't have any involvement with the
drawing of the congressional district boundaries.

The only involvement we would have hereis
if -- if and when those legidative bills were passed,
those bills come to us simply for filing as an act.

We are the official record keeper of the acts of
Arkansas. But in terms of the information contained
therein, the actual creation of the maps, the
implementation of those maps, we don't -- did not play
apart.

Q. When you say the secretary of state's officeis
the official record keeper of the acts of Arkansas,
does that mean that when a congressional redistricting
plan is enacted into law, you are the official keeper

of the record of what those districts arein law?

A. Wearethe official keeper of that document.
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marking Exhibit 8, which is a document the first page

of which is Bates stamped TSS CMA_389. Have you seen
this document before?
A. | believel have, yes.
Q. Whatisit?
A. Itisanemail from Shelby Johnson concerning
the new version of Senate Bill 743, updating uson a
incorrect record that he sent initialy.
Q. Andwhat wasthat record? What was he sending
you on this email thread?
A. Hesent me map and report for the amended
version of Senate Bill 743 that was passed by both the
house and the senate.
Q. Okay. Do you know what Senate Bill 743 is
referring to?
A. | amgoing to assume that it's referring to the
congressional district boundaries that were proposed
within that bill.
Q. Andwould it befair to say this email
represents Shelby Johnson sending the congressional
redistricting plan that was ultimately enacted by the
legislature?

MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can

answer.

A. I'mnot sure what the -- I'm not sure what bill

© 00 N o a b~ W N B

N NN RN NNR R B R B B R B B
a A W N P O © 0 N O 0o~ WN B+ O

. . Page 176
House Bill 1962, let's say, for instance, that's the

one they want to go with. When that's passed by both
chambers and signed or not signed by the governor,
that will become an act and comes to us simply for
recordkeeping as arepository. We don't enforce,
enact, implement any of those laws.

Q. Secretary of state isalso responsible --

once -- let me start again.

Aswe discussed earlier, once the
congressional districting plan is enacted, it'sthe
secretary of state's office who is responsible for
certifying the results of electionsin those
districts; isthat correct?

A. That'sfair to say, yes.
Q. Andthe secretary of state's office would also
be responsible for certifying awinner from each of
those districts; isthat correct?
A. Yes. That'scorrect.
Q. Andin order to do that, the secretary of
state's office needs to know what the districts are?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
still answer.
A. Thatiscorrect yes.
(Exhibit 8 marked for identification.)
Q. That'sall for that document. All right. I'm
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was officially adopted and enacted. | don't recall.

It may or may not have been Senate Bill 743.
Q. Thisemail was sent on October 7th, 2021; is
that right?
A. Yes
Q. Inthefirst email in the thread, Shelby Johnson
says that was passed by both house and senate; is that
correct?
A. Yes
Q. What do you understand that to mean?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. Based on what he's saying, | would assume that
Senate Bill 743 was the official bill passed that
created the 2021 congressional districts.
Q. Andfrom the secretary of state's office, were
these emails -- | believe thisis correct, but correct
meif I'mwrong. Both of these emails were sent to
Kevin Niehouse; you, Josh Bridges; and
Kenneth Burleson?
A. Thatiscorrect.
Q. Aswell asother individuals who are copied
there?
A. Correct.
Q. Why wasthis sent to the secretary of state's
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office?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. | believefor informational purposes.
Q. Andwhen -- do you see where Shelby Johnson
says, "Attached is the map report for the amended
version of Senate Bill 743"?
A. Yes

Q. What do you understand map report to refer to
there?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. Thereport generated from the autoBound program
concerning the makeup of the districts.
Q. Do you understand that to be the same as when he
used the word "report" in earlier emails?

MS. CRYER: Same objection. Sorry.
A. | believethat isthecase. Yes.
Q. [Ifyou'l flip to the subsequent pages of this
document, isthis -- does this appear to be an example
of the autoBound EDGE reports that you are referring
to?
A. Yes
Q. Arethesereportsfor the amended Senate Bill
743?
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immediately under total population, do you understand

that to be the total population of Congressional
District 2 in this plan?

A. Yes

Q. And next to that, where it saysidea
population, what is ideal population?

A. Thatistheideal population based on the total
number of -- the total population in the state of
Arkansas divided by four because the districts should
be as evenly distributed as possible.

Q. Soit'swhat the population of each district
would be if they were as identical as possible?

A. Correct.

Q. And below that, where it says, "Deviation 0.05
percent,” what isthat?

A. Thatisthe-- I'msorry. Thatisthe
differencein theidea population to the actual
assigned population or the total population.

Q. Over ontheright side of the page, at the top
where it says "Racial Demographics,” that's
information about the racial composition of the
district; isthat right?

A. Yes

Q. And it showsthe number of white votersin a
congressional district; is that right?

© 00 N o a b~ W N B

N NN RN NNR R B R B B R B B
a A W N P O © 0 N O 0o~ WN B+ O

Page 180

A. Yes

Q. Solet's-- let me start by asking you this. If
you look through -- is there a separate report for
each district in the redistricting plan?

A. Yes.

Q. And so how many reports are there total ?

A. Four.

Q. Becausethere are four congressiona districts
in the state of Arkansas?

A. Yes

Q. Anddoesit appear that the same types of
information are included for each district in the
plan?

A. Yes

Q. Somaybelet'slook at District 2, just so we're
looking at the samething. Isthat on page 3 of the
autoBound EDGE report?

A. Yes

Q. Sowhat dataisincluded here?

A. Population, racial demographics, the different
counties that are involved, the different cities that
are involved, a description of the geography,
deviation percentage.

Q. If werelooking at the left side of the
document, the figure immediately under -- the number
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A. Yes. Sorry.

Q. And then there'sabar that says"AFR AMR."
What do you understand that to refer to?

A. African-American.

Q. Sothat represents the number of black votersin
that district?

A. Yes

Q. Below that, there'sacircular figure with color
coding for Hispanic and not Hispanic; is that correct?
A. Yes

Q. Do you aso understand that to be describing the
racial -- the composition of the Second Congressional
District in the plan?

A. Yes.

Q. Andisthat -- that appears to be reported
separately here from the racial demographics. So do
you understand Hispanic and not Hispanic to be a
separate category from the racial breakdowns that are
provided above?

A. Yes.

Q. Nexttothat, it says, "Incumbent, No incumbent
information in the system.” Did | read that
correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. What do you understand that to mean?
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A. | believeit'sreferring to the incumbent for

Congressional District 2, that box could have
contained the name and potentially residential address
of theincumbent if it were imported into the system.
Q. Yousay"if it wereimported into the system.”
Can you tell, based on this report, whether it wasin
the system when this -- when this redistricting plan
was drafted?

A. It does not appear that it was imported into the
system.

Q. Soif there had been information about where --
about the incumbent congressman for this district,
that would be reported in this box here?

A. Yes

Q. You mentioned there'salist of counties and
citiesinthisdistrict. Isthat in the lower right

here?

A. Yes

Q. Why isthat information included in a autoBound
EDGE report?

A. | believejust for informational purposes.

Q. Isitimportant for the secretary of state's
office to know that information for any reason?
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state's office needs to know about a congressional

district?

A. | would refer back to my previous statements,
that's simply for informational purposes.

Q. Tobeclear on therecord, still looking at

District 2, for example, these demographics, the
population and demographic information seen here, is
for the Second Congressional District in this plan as
awhole; isthat correct?

A. Yes

Q. | believeyou said earlier that the autoBound
EDGE software also allows you to see that same
information for a specific precinct or census block;
isthat correct?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. Isthere any poalitical data or information about
the partisan composition of the district in this

report?

A. Notthat | see no.

Q. Any information about how the geography within
the district has voted in past el ections?

A. No.

Q. [ think that'sall for that document. So what
knowledge does the secretary of state have of how the
congressional redistricting plan was enacted in 2021
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Q. Isitimportant for county election
administrators to know which citiesarein a
congressional district?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. Yes
Q. Why? Why do they need to know that information?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can

answer.
A. | feel like smply for informational purposes.

| don't know of any specifics asto why.

Q. Do you see, next to geography, that says,
"Asterisks, partially in district,” correct?

A. Correct.

Q. What do you understand that to mean?

A. That the geography that has an asterisk beside
itisonly partially within District Number 2.

Q. Solooking at the counties box, do any counties
there have an asterisk?

A. Yes. Pulaski County.

Q. Doesthat mean only part of Pulaski County isin
that congressional district?

A. Correct.

Q. Isthat information that the secretary of
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came to be drawn?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. Thecongressiona districts were drawn by the
legislature in terms of the information we've aready
seen via the house and senate hills that were
proposed.
Q. Doesthe secretary of state know who the primary
map drawers were for the enacted 2021 congressional
redistricting plan in the legislature?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. No,sir. | cantell you it was nobody with the
secretary of state's office, but | do not know who
specifically drew these maps.
Q. Do you know who the legislature -- legidlators
were who proposed that map from the legislature?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer.
A. | believeit said it in the email.

Q. Letme--let measkit, that's information that
you could get if you don't know it sitting here now?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.

A. Yes, we could obtain the sponsors of the house
and senate bills.
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Q. Do you know whether the legislators who reoe 1
sponsored the redistricting plan that was enacted in
2021 are the individuals who drew that map?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. Y ou can

answer.
A. Seeing as how | don't know who drew the maps to
begin with, | do not know. | can't answer that.
Q. Isthe secretary of state's office aware of

anyone outside of the legislature, other than
legidlatures or their legidlative staff, who was
involved in the creation of the congressional
redistricting plan that was enacted in 20217
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | am not aware of anyone else who may or may not
have been involved.
MR. SKOCPOL: Arethereany -- this
would be a good place to take a break.
(Recess from 3:56 p.m. to 4:04 p.m.)
(Exhibit 9 marked for identification.)
Q. lamgoingto mark as Exhibit 9 aletter and
attached supplemental interrogatory responses that
were sent to plaintiffs by counsel for the secretary
of state on August 14th, 2024. | am going to ask this
in two parts. The first two pages of this document
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general assembly's redistricting decisions related the

drafting of the 2021 congressional redistricting
plan." Did | read that correctly?
A. Yes

MS. CRYER: My apologies did you start

on the second sentence?

MR. SKOCPOL: The second sentence.

MS. CRYER: Okay. Thank you.
Q. What information does Defendant Thurston expect
to rely on obtained through discovery in this case?
A. | think thisisaway of usbasically stating
that in absence of thisinformation coming from our
office, it would be incumbent upon the plaintiff to
obtain somehow, some way, that information to argue
this case.

In other words, we put the ball in your
court in terms of, we don't have any of the
information that is trying to be obtained from these
interrogatories.
Q. Soisthe secretary aware of information other
than expert witness testimony that would -- let me ask
this adifferent way.

What basis does Defendant Thurston have

for believing that partisan motivation explains the
general assembly's redistricting decisions related to
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are aletter dated August 14th, 2024. Have you seen

this document before?

A. No.

Q. Isitfair to say that it appearsto be aletter
from your counsel, Ms. Cryer, to counsel for the
plaintiffsin this case?

A. Yes

Q. And then following that, as an attachment to
this letter, you should see a document entitled,
"Defendant's Supplemental Responses to Plaintiff's
Second Set of Interrogatories to Defendant.”

A. Yes

Q. Haveyou seen this document before?

A. Yes

Q. Whatisit?

A. Exactly asyou stated, thisis aresponse to

interrogatories from our office.

Q. Andon thefirst page of that document, the

third page of the exhibit, in the paragraph

immediately under the word "Introductory Statement,” |
am going to read a sentence. Tell meif thisis

correct. "Defendant Thurston expectsto rely on
information obtained through discovery and
expert-witness testimony in arguing that partisan, as
opposed to racial, motivations better explain the
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the 2021 proposed congressiona redistricting plan?

MS. CRYER: Object totheform. If you
can answer, feel freeto.

A. Wedon't know one way or the other if there were
any of those -- how did you word it, partisan or
racial motivations when the general assembly drafted
these proposed and finalized congressional
redistricting plans. We don't know.

And | think that sumsit up, the fact that
our office does not have information on whether or not
they had any racial or political maotivationsin how
they drew those maps.
Q. Soasyou sit here today, the secretary of state
is not aware of any information that would suggest the
legidature had a partisan motivation in the drafting
of the 2021 proposed congressional redistricting plan?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.

A. Thatiscorrect. We have noway of knowing
that.
Q. Andthat would include information that's
available to the public currently, the secretary is
not aware of any information in the public record that
would suggest the legislature had a partisan
motivation in drafting the 2021 congressional
redistricting plan?
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MS. CRYER: Object to the form. What do

you mean by public record?

Q. [think I'll ask you to answer the question as
asked.

MS. CRYER: Okay. Then| still object

to the form.

A. Not that I'm aware of, no. We're not aware of
any information in the public record, in our records,
that has led to abelief that there were any racial or
political motivations by the general assembly in how
they decided to draw the congressional boundaries.
Q. Right now, I'm just trying to ask about partisan
motivations.
A. Okay.
Q. You arenot aware of any information -- the
secretary isnot aware of any information in the
public record that would suggest the legislature had
partisan motivations in enacting the congressional
redistricting plan?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. No.
Q. If youwould look at page 3 -- page 5 of the
exhibit, where it says " Supplemental Answer to
Interrogatory Number 6."
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assess that?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.

A. Couldlook at the political composition of the
incumbents of those districts. Could potentially ook
at voting trends. But that's not something we
actively perform. That's not an analysis that we
actively do in our daily duties.

Q. Understood. When you say "look to the
incumbents," meaning the party affiliation of the
incumbent in that district?

A. Yes

Q. Andwhen you say "voting trends," you mean ook
to election returnsin recent elections?

A. Yes. And, | mean, there's additional resources
that from data companies and other entities that track
voting trends in a partisan standpoint. So, | mean,
that information is out there for public consumption,
so anybody could obtain it.

Q. If youwanted to know the party affiliation of
votersin aparticular congressional district, is

there -- if the secretary of state needed to know

that, what information could the secretary of state
look to to find out the party affiliation of votersin
acongressional district?
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Q. Thelast sentence of that paragraph, tell meif
I'm reading this correctly, "Depositions are currently
scheduled and it is anticipated testimony responsive
to thisinterrogatory will be identified at that
time"; isthat correct?
A. Thatiscorrect, yes.
Q. What depositionsis the secretary referring to
there?
A. | believe any depositions that have been
scheduled for this case in its entirety, because we
believe that the burden of proof to identify the
partisan motivation isincumbent upon the plaintiff
through obtaining and scheduling depositions for
anybody they so choose that may be able to provide
that information.
Q. Sowhich depositionsin this case does the
secretary think will yield testimony responsive to
interrogatory number 67

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. | haveno earthly clue. I'm not even aware of
any other depositions who has actually been asked to
be deposed. So --
Q. If the secretary of state needed to know the
political composition of a congressional district,
what data would the secretary of state ook to to

25
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MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. Theonly resource that comesto mind in terms of
party affiliation for any given district would be
what's available in the voter registration database.
Q. And that'sthe responses that are given on the
voter registration form in box 6, party affiliation,
parentheses optional, that we discussed earlier?
A. Correct.
Q. Andthat'safree response box that voters are
not obligated to complete?
A. Correct.
Q. | believeyou said earlier that about 80 percent
of votersdon't put anything in that box?
A. Correct.
Q. Couldyoulook to -- | believe you aso said
earlier that Arkansas has an open primary system,
meaning avoter can choose in a-- which partisan
primary to participate in; isthat correct?
A. Yes
Q. Socould you look to the -- which, if any,
partisan primary avoter -- votersin that district
had chosen to participate in in recent elections?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
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A. Yes. Butthat doesn't necessarily give agood

representation of the political affiliation of that
voter or that geographical area, seeing as how we have
an open primary. Party affiliation isn't required.
And a Republican could vote a

Democratic -- in a Democratic primary if they so
choose. So it doesn't necessarily give us a good
identification or breakdown of the party affiliation
of the geographical area or voter.
Q. | guess|'m not asking your opinion about
whether it's good data or not. I'm just asking is
that data that exists that someone could consult?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. You can obtain vote history for voters, yes.
Q. Including which partisan primaries they chose to
participate in in the open primary system?

MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can

answer.

A. Correct. Yes.
Q. Isthe secretary of state ever asked to provide
data about the partisan composition of particular
districts?
A. No. Not that | have ever recalled.
Q. | havetowrap up aline of questioning, but |

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB

[
= O

12

25

Page 197
been asked to provide data to the legidature -- let

me ask in this most recent redistricting cycle, was
the secretary of state's office ever asked to provide
data about partisan affiliation to the legidature?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. Not directly to the legidlature. No. Not that
| recall.
Q. Wereyou asked to provide that data to somewhere
else?
MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. Widl, just to be clear, we do have accessto the
statewide voter registration database. We can run
reports, and we do fulfill public data requests on a
nearly daily basis that sends out the statewide voter
registration file that contains, if it exists, party
affiliation, vote history, registrant information.

So we're pumping that out to anybody that
requestsit at any given time. But we did not send a
list of votersto the legislature by request that |
remember. But other entities have -- they request it
all thetime.

Q. And those requests for information from the
statewide voter registration database that you get on
aregular -- | think you said almost daily basis, do
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want to go back and clarify a couple of things. So

one, | think earlier, kind of shortly after lunch, |
was asking you about the different things that the
secretary of state -- | could imagine the secretary of
state might do in a congressional redistricting
process, and you -- do you recall that line of
questioning?
A. Yes.
Q. [ think I may have asked you whether secretary
of state ever provides census data to the legislature
with respect to either congressional or state and
local redistricting. And | believe you said the
answer is no, because the census datais publicly
available; isthat correct?
A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.
Q. Isthere-- I'mnot surel asked it as directly
as | wanted to. Isthere other information that the
secretary of state's office, other data that the
secretary of state's office providesto the
legislature in connection with redistricting either at
the congressional or the state and local level?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. Not that comesto mind, no.
Q. And hasthe secretary of state's office ever
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you keep records of what those requests were?

A. A lot of times, they are requests that are sent
by email. So our -- you know, we don't necessarily
keep these. Then if we have a paper copy of a data
request that issent in, | believe | keep those for

the current year and then the previous year, if we
have a paper copy. So we don't have an official
policy on the books on keeping those request forms
necessarily.

Q. Soif I wanted to know what requests for
information the secretary of state got from the voter
registration database in 2020 and 2021, would those
records exist?

A. No. | don't believethey do. No.

Q. What if the request was made by an email?

A. | don't believe those are obtainable either
becauseit's so far back.

Q. When would those records -- those records did
exist at some point?

A. Yes. Aswereceived them. Yes.

Q. Andfor aperiod of time thereafter?

A. Until they were deleted, yes. We do occasional
cleanup of our in boxes just for memory storage
pUrposes.

Q. When would -- starting with email requests for
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11 information from the voter registration databasethat | 1| Q. --inthedrafting of the --
2| the secretary of state received in, let's say, the 2 MS. CRYER: I'm sorry | cut you off.
3| year 2021, when would those have been deleted? s Y ou can answer.
4 MS. CRYER: Object totheform. Youcan | 4| A. No.
5 answer if you can. 5/ Q. Andwhat about any information in the public
61 A. On occasion, as needed for cleanup and storage | | record as to proposed congressional maps other than
| capacity. Sol don't -- 7| the one that was enacted?
81 Q. How often isemail storage needed? 8 MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
9 MS. CRYER: Same objection. 9 answer.
101'A. Usually, around every 30 days or so. 101 A, Not that I'm aware of. No.
111'Q. I'll come back tothat. Other than requestsfor |11 (Exhibit 10 marked for identification.)
121 information from the statewide voter registration 121 Q. Okay. | think we can turn to an entirely
13| database, was the secretary of state's office askedto | 13| different topic here. | am going to mark as
141 provide data about party affiliation from anyone 141 Exhibit 10 a document, the first page of which has the
151 during the 2021 redistricting cycle? 15| Bates stamp IMG000030. Actualy, before | have you
16 MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can || look at that document, let mejust ask you one
1 answer. 171 question. You can go ahead and mark it, but let me
181 A. No. Not that I'm aware of. 18| just ask. What is Impact Management?
191'Q. Andthen| believel asked when we were -- just |1°| A. | believethat isalobbying company in
201 aminute ago, when we were looking at the 20| Arkansas.
211 interrogatory, the supplemental interrogatory 211 Q. What is Impact Management Group's relationship
22| responses -- do you remember that? 22| to the secretary of state's office?
23| A. Yes 23| A. | believe Richard Bearden is a member of that
241 Q. | asked whether the secretary of stateisaware |24 lobbying group and had played alittle bit of a part
25| of anything in the public record that would support 2] in the state redistricting process, if | recall
Page 200 Page 202
1| partisan motivation on the part of the legislaturein 1| correctly.
2| enacting the 2021 redistricting plan. Do you remember | 2| Q. You say "played alittle bit of a part in the
3| that? 3| state redistricting process,” what do you mean?
4'A. Yes. 4/ A. | mean he-- hehad apart in basically what |
5/ Q. Okay. Isthe secretary of state aware of 5| just previously stated. | don't know how in-depth his
6| anything in the nonpublic record that would support 6| role was with the state redistricting process working
7| the conclusion that the legidlature had partisan 7| with and on -- or with Kevin Niehouse and the board of
8| motivation in enacting the 2021 congressional 8| apportionment.
9 9
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redistricting plan?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. Not that I'm aware of. No.
Q. Or partisan motivation in the process of
creating and drawing the proposed plan that was
ultimately enacted?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer.
A. Not that I'm aware of. No.
Q. Any other proposed plans, congressional
redistricting plans, for any other congressional
redistricting plans other than the one that was
ultimately enacted, is the secretary of state aware of
any nonpublic information that would support a
partisan motivation?
MS. CRYER: Same objection.
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Q. WasImpact Management hired by the secretary of
state to assist in redistricting in the 20217
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. | don't know.
Q. Sonow that document that was just marked as

Exhibit 10, | want to ask you to take alook at that.
Have you seen this document before?

A. No.

Q. Okay. I'll giveyou amoment to review it. I'm
going to -- | said | am going to ask you to review it.
And based on your review, can you say what this
document is?

A. It appearsto be aservice contract between the
secretary of state and Impact Management Group.
Q. Okay. So at the very top of the document on the
first page, do you see where it says "Professional
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. Page 203
Consultant Services Contract"?

A. Yes
Q. What do you understand that to mean?
A. Thisisaservicescontract for arequest to
have a professional consultant.
Q. Andalittle bit below that, in paragraph 1,
procurement, do you see a checked box next to " Sole
Source by Justification"?
A. Yes
Q. What do you understand that check box -- that
checked box to mean?
A. | do not know.
Q. Abovethat, do you see where it says "Minority
Vendor," and the next checked box isfor yes and no,
and no is checked?
A. Yes
Q. What do you understand that to mean?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.

A. My understanding is that Impact Management Group
is alleging that they are not a minority vendor.
Q. Do you know what it -- do you have an
understanding of what minority vendor means there?
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identified as the source of the fundsfor this

contract?
A. Statefunds.
Q. And then in the column next to that, under
"ldentified Source of Funds'?
A. Secretary of state.
Q. Doesthat mean that the payments for this vendor
came from the secretary of state?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. | believethat isthe case.
Q. Okay. When you see the -- next to that, do you
see code "HSC"6300 under "Funds'?
A. Yes
Q. Do you have an understanding of what that code
means -- or what that code means?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. No, | don't know what that means.
Q. Haveyou seen codes like that before in your
work at the secretary of state's office?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.

24 MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can 241 A. No.
25 answer if you can. 25| Q. What about the "003" under "Funds Center"?
Page 204 Page 206
11 A. | believethat would refer to avendor that is 11 A. I don't know what that means.
21 owned and/or operated by a minority person of color. | 2| Q. If youwould look to the last page of the
3| Q. Soif thebox next to no is checked, does that 3| document, the one with the Bates number ending in 35.
4| mean that the vendor for this particular contract is 4| At thetop, it says, "Justification of Sole Source
5| not owned or operated by a minority or person of 5| Procurement -- Impact Management Group." Would you
6| color? 6| take a minute to just review what's written on that
7 MS. CRYER: Objecttotheform. Youcan | | page?
8 answer. 8| A. Okay.
%' A. They'reindicating that they are not a minority 91 Q. Let meask, have you seen this document before?
101 vendor. Yes. 101 A. No.
111'Q. If youlook at section 2, term dates, what dates || Q. Just this page?
121 are the term of this contract? 12| A. Sorry. No, | have not.
B1'A.  January 1 of 2021, through August 31st, 2021. |'3| Q. When the secretary of state says that the
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Q. If you look at the contracting party section,
agency number and name, what do you seein those
fields?

A. Secretary of state.

Q. Doesthat mean that the secretary of state's
office is the agency that entered into this contract?
A. | believe so, yes.

Q. Doyou see, under 4A, total projected contract
cost, the dollar amount provided there?

A. Yes. $40,000.

Q. Andthenif you look at the top of the second
page, under "Source of Funds," who or what is

[
o 0 b
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position of contract employee for advising and
assisting Arkansas secretary of state staff during the
decennial redistricting process, isthat -- do you
understand that to be the position that Impact
Management Group is contracting to fill?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.

A. It appears o, yes.
Q. So--and did the secretary of state prepare --
did someone in the secretary of state's office prepare
this description?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
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answer if you can.
A. | donot know.
Q. | don't understand what this means, but it says
“familiarity with Arkansas law and politics.”
A. Isthereaquestioninthere? I'm sorry. |
didn't hear it.
Q. I'masking if you know what is meant by that?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.
A. Yeah. | think it just smply relates back to
the redistricting process, that you probably need to
have afair understanding of Arkansaslaw and
politics. But | don't know what the context of
politicsisthere.
Q. Thelast sentence of that paragraph, do you know
what federally-mandated undertaking that's referring
to?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.
A. | donot know.
Q. If youlook at the last paragraph here, "This
position furthermore must be filled immediately.” Do
you know why the position needed to be filled

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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of state with anything related to congressional

redistricting?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer if you can.
A. No. Becausewe weren't involved with
congressional redistricting.
Q. DidImpact Management Group assist anyone else
with congressional redistricting?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer if you can.
A. ldon't--1don't know.
Q. Did Impact Management Group do any work on
the -- did Impact Management Group have any
involvement in the congressional redistricting
process?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer if you can.
A. | don't know.
Q. Ifyoulook at the second page of the contract,
section 7, where it says " Objectives and Scope:"
Would you take a minute to review what's written
there?
A. Okay.
Q. Doyou seeinthefirst sentence whereit says,
"Assist secretary of state staff.” What secretary of
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immediately?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form. You can
Page 208
answer if you can.
A. No.
Q. Andtherest of that sentence, do you know what
federal law is being referred to there?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. I'm assuming the law concerning the process of
redistricting congressional district boundaries.

Q. Andwhat federal law would that be?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer if you can.
A. | don't know.
Q. Setting aside what is written specifically here,
isit fair to say that Impact Management Group was
contracted by the secretary of state's office to
assist with the decennial redistricting process?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | believethat isthe case, yes.
Q. Andwas Impact Management Group assisting with
state level redistricting?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | don't know.
Q. Did Impact Management Group assist the secretary
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state staff was Impact Management Group assisting?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | believe Kevin Niehouse.
Q. Sowould Kevin Niehouse have information
about -- if | wanted to know more about Impact
Management Group's role, he might have more
information than you do about this?
MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | don't know if hewould or not.
Q. How do you know Kevin Niehouse is the secretary
of state staff referred to here?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. Itwasmainly Kevin and | that were involved
with the state redistricting process. But my role was
not one of consulting or speaking with or liaising
between legidlators or anything like that. So by
default, | believe it must have been Kevin.
Q. Laterinthat sentence, it says, "Gather
information from and provide information to SOS staff
members." First, does SOS mean secretary of state?
A. Yes
Q. Andwhat SOS staff membersis that referring to?
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Page 211
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | believe anybody that -- at the time that this
was written might have needed any of the information
that was gathered. So that could have been me or
Kevin or possibly even Kenneth Burleson.
Q. Did Image Management Group ever gather
information from you?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.
A. From me?
Q. Yes
MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. No. | don't ever remember even speaking to a
member of Image Management Group during this process.
Q. Andinthe next sentence, where it refersto
meetings with citizens, do you know what meetings --
what meetings with citizens did Impact Management
Group -- was Impact Management Group contracted to set
up?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | don't know what meetings Impact Management
Group specifically set up, but I'll go back to a
previous statement | made earlier in the deposition
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in one of these meetings. But to keep communities of

interest intact as much as possible was one of the
goals of the board of apportionment.
Q. Toclarify thefirst example you gave, is
Little Rock an example of a community of interest?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. | believeitis, but | don't know if Little Rock
as awhole would be a community of interest or if
certain areas of the city would be considered their
own communities of interest. | don't live here. I'm
not privy to that information.
Q. How doesthe secretary of state's office -- how
does the secretary of state's office identify what is
or isn't acommunity of interest?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer if you can.
A. 1 believe thereisadefinition of acommunity
of interest. But specific examples within the state
had to have been brought to our attention by citizens
or other means. Whatever that may be, | don't know.
But we did not -- we had to be given that information,
more or less.
Q. Given that information by whom?
A. Citizens or other affected parties, whatever
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where, there were regional meetings held around the

state to talk with citizens about their concerns on
the state redistricting boundary lines. Concerns of
their areas. So whether Impact Management set those
meetings up or not, | have no idea.
Q. Whereit says "Meetings with citizens and
affected parties," what affected parties would Impact
Management have set up meetings with?

MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can

answer if you can.

A. 1 donot know.
Q. Theend of that sentence where it says, "Takes
into consideration of communities of interest," what
doesit mean to the secretary of state to take into
consideration communities of interest?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.

A. Taking into consideration communities of
interest was one of the criteria that was used when
the state redistricting boundaries were proposed and
drawn. If, for instance, Little Rock is a community
of interest as awhole, that was taken into
consideration. If Beebe, Arkansas, was a community of
interest as awhole, that was taken into
consideration, if that information was presented to us
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that -- | mean, like, it's -- you know, if somebody

cameto us-- if alegidator came to us and said,
hey, you know, Prairie Grove is a community of
interest. If you can keep it intact, that will be
great. Okay. Cool. We'l takethat into
consideration.

So any information coming in to usin
terms of what encompasses a community of interest
within that area was taken into consideration. But we
were on the receiving end of that. We did not cometo
a determination on our own what those communities of
interest were because we didn't have that information.
Q. Doesthe secretary of state have records
reflecting what communities of interest have been
identified to it?
A. Not to my knowledge, no. | believe that
prabably would have been word of mouth.
Q. Doesthe secretary of state have notes of
meetings where communities of interest were discussed?
A. Not to my knowledge, no.
Q. Whenthis-- so after that, it says "Avoid
gerrymandering”; isthat correct?
A. Yes
Q. What does it mean to the secretary of stateto
avoid gerrymandering?
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MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.
A. Gerrymandering is aprocess that -- in which the
drawing of the boundary line will draw it in such a
way that will include or exclude a certain people
group from that district. A lot of times,
gerrymandering takes on aweird geographical shape as
opposed to a concise shape, which is another one of
the standards for redistricting is, you keep the
shapes of the boundaries as concise and realistic as
possible.
Q. Whenyou say "certain people groups,” what do
you mean?
A. Racia minorities.
Q. Soavoiding to -- what does avoid gerrymandering
mean to the secretary of state with respect to racial
minorities?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
A. It meansthat that was something that we sought
to completely avoid. We did not draw -- the board of
apportionment did not draw boundaries with intentional
gerrymandering, by any stretch.
Q. Soavoiding -- you say "avoid gerrymandering
certain people groups,” that means racial minorities;

25

. . . Page 217
A. No. Partisan advantage or disadvantage is not a

standard of the board of apportionment. We don't try
to sway one party or another or add districtsto a
political party or take away from a political party.
Q. Looking in the next section down, "Performance
Standards,” | don't know that -- well, take as much
time as you want to review that section. My question
is about the first sentence, when you're ready. Okay?
Do you see where it begins, "Vendor will meet on a
regular basis with SOS staff"?
A. Yes
Q. Did Impact Management Group meet on aregular
basis with secretary of state staff?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. I'msurethey did, yes. But | was not
personally involved with those meetings.
Q. Sojustto beclear, do you know whether they
met on aregular basis with secretary of state staff?
A. There were meetings held, yes. Whether they
wereon aregular or irregular basis, I'm not sure.
Q. Andwhat SOS staff would Impact Management Group
meet with?
A. I'mnot sure.
Q. If youflipto page 4 of 5, Bates number ending
in 33. Section 13, "Terms." Do you see where it says
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isthat correct?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
Yes. Thatis--sorry. Yes. That's correct.
Does certain people groups mean anything else?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
I'm not sure.
When you say that, do you mean anything other
racial minorities?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. Thatismy understanding of gerrymandering is
historically, it's been away to target and include or
exclude racial minoritiesin or out of adistrict.
That is my understanding.
Q. Earlier, you said the secretary of state's
officeis nonpartisan in all of its election-related
work; isn't that correct?
A. That's correct.
Q. Sowhen the secretary of state's office directs
avendor to avoid gerrymandering, does that mean they
should also avoid partisan gerrymandering?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. | believethat'sfair to say, yes.
Q. Ispursuit of partisan advantage a traditional
redistricting principally in Arkansas?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.

A
Q
A.
Q
th

an
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"N/A" after, "This contract may be extended until"*?

A. Yes
Q. What does"N/A" mean there?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. | believeit means not applicable.
Q. Looking at the last page, page 5 of 5 of the
contract, Bates number ending in 34, who islisted as
an agency contact for questions regard this contract
here?
A. Bill Huffman and Kenneth Burleson.
Q. Doyou know what role did -- why are they the
agency contacts for Impact Management Group?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. |don'tknow. I'massuming it's because they
are members of the executive staff and they are deputy
secretaries of state.
Q. Atthevery bottom of the page, you see where it
says "Approved" and then "N/A"?
A. Yes
Q. What does"N/A" mean there?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. I'massuming it means not applicable.
Q. Wasthis-- wasthis contract -- was this
contract approved by the Department of Finance &
Administration?
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MS. CRYER: Object to the form.

A. | do not know.
(Exhibit 11 marked for identification.)
Q. Allright. Let's-- I'd like to next mark as
Exhibit 11 a document, the first page of which has the
Bates number IMGO000036. Have you seen this document
before?
A. No.
Q. Takethetime you need to review it and then
I'll ask you what this document is.
A. Okay. Yeah. I'mready.
Q. What isthis document?
A. Itisanother professional consultant services
contract.
Q. IsImpact Management Group also the vendor for
this one?
A. Yes
Q. Andinthe"Term Dates' section on the first
page, what are the term dates of this contract?
A. Term shall begin on September the 1st, 2021, and
shall end on monthly.
Q. Contracting party, isthe secretary of state
till the contracting agency?
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number ending 39, section 13, "Terms." Doesthis

contract still say "N/A" after, "This contract may be
extended until"?
A. Yes
Q. If youlook further down that section, do you
see where it says, "Contracts will require review by
Legidative Council or Joint Budget Committee prior to
the approval of the Department of Finance and
Administration/Director of Office of State Procurement
and before the execution date if the total initial
contract amount or the total projected amount is
greater than or equal to $50,000, including any
amendments or possible extensions'?
A. Yes
Q. Wasthiscontract reviewed by the Legidative
Council or by the Joint Budget Committee?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. 1donot know.
Q. What wasthetotal projected amount for this
contract?
A. | don't know.
Q. Wasthiscontract an amendment or extension of
the other IMG contract?

241 A, Yes. 24 MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
25| Q. Onthe next page, under "Source of Funds," is 25| A. | don't know.
Page 220 Page 222
1| the secretary of state still the source of the funds 11 Q. If youlook at the paragraph below that, do you
2| for this contract? 2| see where it says, "Any amendment which increases the
3|A. Yes. 3| dollar amount or involves major changesin the
41 Q. And under the "Amount of Funding" column there, | 4| objectives and scope of the contract will require
5| what is specified as the amount of funding for this 5| review by Legidative Council or Joint Budget
6| contract with Impact Management Group? 6| Committee"?
7| A. Fivethousand dollars per month. A, Yes.
8] Q. Inthissection below that, "Rendering of 8] Q. Thiscontract increased the dollar amount of
9 9
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Compensation:" Do you see the -- could you read

what's written there beginning with "Market Rate"?

A. "Market rate: To be renewed on a month-to-month

basis until terminated with 30 days notice by either

party."

Q. Wasthis contract terminated by either party?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form.

A. | do not know.

Q. Doyou know if the -- do you know if this

contract was renewed on a month-to-month basis?
MS. CRYER: Same objection.

IMG's contract with the secretary of state?

MS. CRYER: Object to the form.
A. | don't know.
Q. Did this change the scope of IMG's contract with
the secretary of state?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. | don't know.
Q. Okay. Initswork on the redistricting process,
how often did Impact Management Group meet with the
secretary of state staff?
A. | don't know.

201 A. | do not know. 201 Q. We're done with that document. We'rein the

211 Q. What was the market rate for this contract? 21| home stretch, but would you like to take a break or

22 MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can 22| keep going?

23 answer if you can. 23| A. I'mgood. I'mgood to finish.

24| A. | do not know. 241 Q. I'mgoing to ask alittle bit a-- to better

25| Q. Allright. If youlook at page 4 of 5, Bates 25| understand what records or documents exist within the
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secretary of state's office. So how do empl oyeespg?e *
the secretary of state's office typically communicate
in the course of their work?

A. By either email or word of mouth.

Q. Do you ever communicate by text message?
A. Onoccasion, yes. Areyou referring to the
elections division or the secretary of stateasa
whole?

Q. Wadll, let's start with the elections division.

A. Okay. Just to make sure | understand.

Q. No. | appreciate you clarifying.

A. Thesameanswer applies. Yes.

Q. Sameanswer appliesto the secretary of state's

office asawhole aswell?

A. Yes. That'sfairto say.

Q. Any other type of messaging platforms that the
secretary of state's office used to communicate in the
course of their work?

A. No. Not currently.

Q. What about hard copy correspondence, traditional
snail mail?

A. Notthat I'm aware of, no.

Q. You ever communicate by hard copy memos?

A. There may have been a note scribbled on a sticky
note at some point, but no. No official memos or

. Page 225
A. | don't know if all secretary of state employees

delete their emails after every 30 days, but | do know
that in boxesfill up. Memory has to be established
for in-coming emails. So there has to be some culling
of emails at some point.
Q. Sosome secretary of state office employees
might keep emails longer than 30 days?
A. That'sfair to say.
Q. And after an employee deletes an email, isthere
any way of retrieving it?
A. That I'm not 100 percent sure. | did visit with
our IT director on that to try and get a clear answer,
but I did not get aclear answer. | do believe emails
can be restored, but it's a very tedious process and
you have to know the day as to which day of emails
needs to be restored. 1'm not really sure how that
works.

(Exhibit 12 marked for identification.)
Q. Iwanttomark 12. SoI'm marking as
Exhibit 12, aletter that the secretary of state's
counsel sent to plaintiffsin this case on March 14th
of thisyear. Have you seen this document before?
A. 1 believel have, yes.
Q. What isthis-- well, what isthis document?
A. This appears to be aresponse to arequest for
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Page 224
anything. We usually just yell at each other.

Q. How and where are emails stored in the secretary
of state's office?
A. Oninterna servers.
Q. How long are emails kept on those servers?
A. | believe until they are deleted by the
employee, which is around every 30 days, as mentioned
before. In addition to that, I'm not sure.
Q. Sothe secretary -- I'm not sure | understood
that answer. What happened -- an email is sent or
received by a secretary of state's office employee.
It is stored on aserver at that point. And then
30 -- after 30 days, it's deleted from the server?
A. Yes. Inamanua sensethough. That's
incumbent upon the employee to clean up their in boxes
or their email -- their Outlook boxes.

So it's not an automated 30-day deletion.
But around every 30 days or so, we try to clean up our
email for storage purposes.
Q. Tryto. Doesthe secretary of state's office
direct its employees to delete emails after 30 days?
A. Not necessarily, no.
Q. Butthat'sapracticethat al secretary of
state's office employees have? | mean, | want to make
sure | understand what you're saying.

10

25

Page 226

proposal sent from counsel from AG -- counsel from the
attorney general's office to the person requesting it.

Q. Isit possiblethat "RFP' here refers to request

for production?

A. Yes Sorry.

Q. Noprablem. Probably in your day-to-day work,

it means proposal alot more often.

A. | hate acronyms.

Q. Youand me both. If you -- do you see the third

paragraph on the first page under RFP Number 1, do you
see where it says, first sentence of that paragraph,

"Work emailsin Defendant Thurston's office are
maintained for 30 days, after which time they are
automatically moved to the office's server." Did |

read that correctly?
A. Yes
Q. Isthat an accurate statement of the Defendant

Thurston's email management practices?

A. | don't know for sure. That would be more of a
question for our IT director. | do not have a 100
percent firm understanding of the ins and outs of

that.

Q. Do you know -- I'm not trying to be too coy
here. This sounds potentially different to me than
what you were just describing. Does this -- but | may
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Page 227
not be understanding what you were describing before.

Isthis -- when you were referring to deleting emails
after 30 days, is that the same process that's being
described here?
A. | believe so, but that's -- what | described to
you ismore of amanual process, whereas this
response says that it's automatic. | think we're kind
of getting into alittle bit of the weeds with this.
| don't 100 percent know when an email
moves from my in box to the server. If | deleted it,
it'sout of my in box and that'sal | know. I'm not
technologically savvy enough to know how that
specifically operates or works.
Q. Gotit. But there's someonein the secretary of
state's office who | could talk to who would be more
knowledgeabl e about the email management practices?
A. Yes. Our IT director, Vipin, V-I-P-I-N,
Nischal, N-I-S-C-H-A-L.
THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you.
THE WITNESS: You'rewelcome.
Q. Sotell meif I'm accurately restating this.
Y our understanding is that employeesin the secretary
of state's office tend to manually delete emails after
30 days, but you don't -- you aren't sure what happens
to the emails after they have been manually deleted by

© 00 N o a b~ W N BB
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that actually happen? Do secretary of state's

employees text about their work?

A. | think that'sfair to say, yes. Thereare
occasional text messages sent.

Q. What records would exist of text messages that
the secretary of state's office employees send using
their work cell phones?

A. Other than the text messages and emails, | don't
know. I'm not aware of anything else.

Q. But arerecords of text messages kept somewhere?
A. | don't know.

Q. Isthere someone else at the secretary of

state's office who would know more about how text
messages are stored in those phones?

A. | would say Vipin may know the answer to that.
Q. What rule does the secretary of state's office
have to comply with concerning the retention of
documents or of records?

A. It depends on the document.

Q. What do you mean by that?

A. Wadll, wearethe repository for severa

different documents, and the retention policy could be
different under the law for one document in relation
to another.

Q. What are -- in the elections division, for
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an employee?

A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.

Q. AndI think that's all on that document. Are

any secretary of state's office employees issued work
cell phones by the office?

A. Yes

Q. Who would beissued awork cell phone?

A. Severa people within the elections division.
Myself, our election coordinators, our team lead over
the eections library, and additional secretary of

state employees throughout the agency.

Q. Would members of the executive office be issued
work cell phones?

A. Potentialy, yes.

Q. Potentially? Do you know whether they are or
aren't?

A. | don't know specifically which members of the
executive office have work cell phones assigned to
them.

Q. And secretary of state's office employees would
have work cell phones where they communicate by text
message on those cell phones?

A. They have the capability to communicate through
text message, yes.

Q. | guess|'m asking, beyond the capability, does
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example, what are some document retention requirements

that you have to abide by?
A. We have to abide by document retention for
campaign finance records, oaths and commissions,
rules, agency rules, election results. And what those
specifically are in terms of how many years they have
to be kept, off the top of my head, | don't know
without reviewing and researching.
Q. Do you know what document retention requirements
apply to the governmental affairs office?
A. | don't know.
Q. Doesthe secretary of state's office have an
official policy concerning the retention of documents?
A. Other than what is already existent in Arkansas
law, I'm not aware of any other document retention
policies.
Q. What about an official policy concerning the
retention of communications, such as emails?
A. I'mnot sure.
Q. Earlier, you described a practice of
periodically deleting emails. Isthat written down as
apolicy somewhere or isthat a practice that isn't
written down?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer.
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11 A. | think it's probably more of a practice than an 1| of state attorneys.
2| official formal policy. 21 Q. Doesthe secretary of state's office ever direct
3| Q. Isthereapolicy -- | just want to make sure 3| its employees to preserve certain types of documents
4| your answer isclear. You said it's probably more of 4| that are relevant to litigation?
5| apractice. Isthere some policy? Isthere any part 5'A. Yes.
6| of it that isawritten policy? 6 MS. CRYER: Object to theform. Sorry.
7 MS. CRYER: Object to the form. ! Go ahead.
8| A. | don't know. 81 A. Yes. If need be.
91 Q. Isthere someone elsein the secretary of 91 Q. How are those directions communicated?
10| state's office who would know the answer to that 101'A. Either audibly or viaemail.
111 question? 111'Q. It could be one or the other?
121 A. Specifically in terms of keeping communications, |12| A. Yes.
13| Vipin may know, or one of our executive team members|3| Q. And did that happen with respect to this case?
141 or someone from our human resources division. 14 MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
151 Q. Doesthe secretary of state's office have any 15 answer.
16| document retention policies for hard copy documents? |16| A, The oneinstance | remember that it happened
17 MS. CRYER: Object to the form. 171 with this case was the preservation of the statewide
18| A. | think that goes back to my previous statement 18| voter registration file. We take a snapshot of that
191 is, it just depends on the document. 191 file for our day-to-day data requests, and that was
201 Q. Waell, when you say "it depends on the document,” 29| one of the responsive items to the request for
211 what types of document might be subject to a document 21| production.
22| retention policy? 22 | was advised that | probably need to hold
23 MS. CRYER: Same objection. 23| onto those asthey arerefreshed. So | have afolder
241 A.  Arewetaking documents that are filed withthe 24| on my desktop at work that contains our monthly
25| secretary of state or are we talking communications, 25| statewide voter registration file as it was refreshed
1| emails, texts? Like, hard copies of those? i on a month-by-month basis. ooe =
2| Q. Wall, I think you told meit would depend on 2| Q. Other than the preservation of the voter
3| what type of document. Soisthere adifference as 3| registration file that you just described, did the
4| between the types of documents you just mentioned? 4| secretary of state's office direct its employeesto
S MS. CRYER: Same objection. 5| preserve any other documents relevant to this case?
6| A. Yes. Thetime of retention depends on the 6 MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can
7| document. 1'm not sure | follow. 7 answer.
8| Q. Wadll, setting aside, you know, a hard copy 8| A. If there were documents relevant to the case,
9 9

N NN RN NNR R B R B B R B B
a A W N P O © 0 N O 0o~ WN B+ O

record that might exist of all text message or email,
which is also something that exists electronically,
are there any policies for documents that would only
exist in hard copy?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. Not that | am aware of, ho.
Q. Sowhenyou say "it depends on the type of
document," what about documents that are relevant to a
lawsuit involving -- in which the secretary of state's
officeisinvolved, isthere a policy about how those
documents should be treated?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. I'msurethereisapolicy interms of keeping
those documents during the period of litigation. If
thereisan official, formal policy, | would have to
rely on legal counsel to show me where that's at,
whether it's attorney general attorneys or secretary

10

25

they would have been preserved. Yes. But I'm not
aware of any documents coming into existence other --
that would have been pertinent to this case or that
would have been deleted as aresult of cleaning
something up or --
Q. I'mnot sure you answered my question so let me
ask it again.
A. Okay.
Q. Didthe secretary of state's office ever direct
any of its employees to preserve documents relevant to
this case?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. No. Because there were no employees other than
myself that were relevant to this case that needed to
preserve documents.
Q. Anddid any -- did anyone direct you to preserve
documents relevant to this case?
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Page 235
A. Yes. Our counsd did.

Q. Other than the voter registration database
direction that you just discussed?
MS. CRYER: | am going to object, to the
extent that it's getting into
attorney/client privilege. But other than
that, if there's anything else that you can
share with him that does not include what we
talked about, you can answer.
A. | wasdirected that if there is anything that
would be pertinent to this case, that needed to be
preserved, to preserveit. So that waswhat | did.
MR. SKOCPOL: AndI'm going to ask this,
and you might -- let me seeif you have an
objection.
MS. CRYER: Okay.
Q. Without getting into the substance of what that
direction was, did you have -- did you receive
direction about how to determine what was relevant to
this case?
MS. CRYER: | am going to object to the
extent that it's calling for an answer that
is anything other than yesor no. My
concern s, it's going to get into the --
what we have discussed.

Page 237
Q. Whatisit?
A. Responsesto Plaintiffss First Set of Request
for Production of Documents.
Q. |Ifyoulook at thefirst page, Request for
Production Number 1 and the secretary's response. Do
you see that at the bottom of the page?
A. Yes
Q. Therequestisfor al documents and

communications concerning the district boundaries
adopted in the 2021 congressional redistricting plan
and any 2021 proposed congressional redistricting
maps, isthat correct?

A. Yes

Q. Andinresponse, the secretary saysthat the
districts enacted by Act 1116 of the Arkansas State
Legidature Map is attached?

A. Yes

Q. Isthat the only document that the secretary of
state produced in response to this request?

A. Yes

Q. Earlier in thisdeposition, we reviewed various
communications that you and other members of the
secretary of state's office had with Shelby Johnson
about the 2021 proposed congressional maps, is that
correct?
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. . . Page 236
Q. | meanitasayes-or-no question. So just yes

or no.
A. Repeat it one moretimejust so I'm sure.

Q. Did you receive direction about how to determine
what documents are relevant to this case?

A. Yes

Q. Anddid you preserve documents that you
understand to be relevant to this case?

A. Yes

Q. Arethere any documents that you understand to
be relevant to this case that you have deleted?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. What about communications, emails?
A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Text message?

A. No,sdir.

MR. SKOCPOL: Let metake abreak. We
may be close to done.
(Recess from 5:27 p.m. to 5:33 p.m.)
(Exhibit 13 marked for identification.)
Q. Sol'mmarking as Exhibit 13 Defendant's
Responses to Plaintiffss First Set of Request for
Production of Documents. Have you seen this document
before?
A. Yes

10

25
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A. That's correct.

Q. Those emailswere not produced to us by the
secretary of state; isthat correct?
A. | donot know if they were or were not. | don't
know how you obtained those emails. But | know in
response to this, the only thing that | was able to
produce was the copy of the map.
Q. Why were those emails not produced by the
secretary of state in response to this request?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can

answer if you can.

A. | don't know why they were not produced in terms
of this. It may have been a situation where |
performed -- because this was sent to me, | performed
asearch of my existing emailsin my email -- in my
Outlook application at thetime | received this
request.

Therefore, | had no responsive documents
at that time because they had been more or less
deleted because this was three years ago. So the only
thing | could find on my -- on our elections network
drive in response to this was the map because that was
what we retained.

So thiswas not one of those situations
where, like, oh, we're not going to produce these
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emails because we deleted them for nefarious reasons.

Thiswas simply me searching our drive in my in box
for documents reflective of this because | did search
and just simply did not find the emails that we have
discussed today.
Q. Thesearchesthat you ran on your -- | want to
make sure I'm understanding your answer. | think
you're saying, and tell meif thisiscorrect. You
ran searches on your in box that would have identified
the emails we discussed today had they still beenin
your Outlook application; isthat correct?
A. Thatiscorrect, yes.
Q. Soit'syour understanding, they weren't -- that
they weren't identified and they weren't produced
because they were no longer in your Outlook --
available to you in your Outlook application?
A. Thatiscorrect. Yes.
Q. Doyou know when -- soisit fair to say that
some of the emails we were discussing were from
September and October 20217
A. Yes
Q. When would those emails have ceased to bein
your Outlook in box?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
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some of them, on many of them, Kenneth Burleson and --

A. Kevin.
Q. -- Kevin Niehouse, excuse me, were also
recipients. Were their in boxes -- were their Outlook
applications searched for emailsin response to this
reguest for production?
A. | don't know that they were. | don't recall
that.

MS. KURVERS: Go off the record.

(Discussion held off the record.)

Q. Wereany -- werethe emails of any state
department -- excuse me, secretary of state's office
employees other than you searched for communications
responsive to this request?
A. Not that I'm aware of, no.

(Exhibit 14 marked for identification.)
Q. Anddidyou aso search your -- | think that's
al for that one. 1'm next going to mark as
Exhibit 14 a document that is being handed to you now
that the first line of which at the top of the first
page is "Redistricting Criteria Standards and
Requirements."

MS. CRYER: And for clarification, there

are no Bates numbers on here, correct?
MR. SKOCPOL: Correct.
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A. | dontrecal. There are certain instances

where | do hold on to email correspondence just for my
own recollection of certain projects or tasks longer
than 30 days. But that just depends on the situation,
so | don't know when | would have deleted those
emails.

Q. Butlet meask youthis: You arein the habit

of deleting your emails approximately every 30 days?
A. Yes

Q. Unlessyou choose to preserve specific emails?
A. Correct. Yes.

Q. Andwould that have been your practice -- had
that been your practice -- how long has that been your
practice?

A. Sincel've been employed with the secretary of
state. And I'm not religiously tied to 30 days.
Usually, it ends up being where | get a notification
that my in box isamost full and | need to clear some
memory. That'swhen | usualy initiate a cleanup of
my Outlook application.

Q. And that would have been your practicein 20217
A. Yes

Q. Therewere other secretary of state -- | think

you will recall | asked you which other secretary of
state's office employees were on those emails, and on
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MS. CRYER: Okay.

Q. Thisisadocument that was produced by the
secretary of state's office, but | don't think it came
to uswith a Bates number. Have you seen this
document before?
A. | don't believel have, no.
Q. Wadll, take amoment to review it. Can you tell
what this documentsis?
MS. CRYER: | object to theform. Go
ahead and answer if you can. You're good.
A. Itlookslike guidance regarding different
criteria and standards to take into account during the
redistricting process.
Q. Isthisakind of document that the secretary of
state's office produces?
MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
answer.
A. I've never seen this document before, so |
don't -- | can't say that we produced it.
Q. Do you know who would have authored this
document?
MS. CRYER: Object to the form. Answer
if you can.
A. No. | don't know.
Q. Do you know when this document would have been
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created?

MS. CRYER: Same objection.
A. No, | don't.

(Exhibit 15 marked for identification.)
Q. Allright. We can move on from that one. | am
going to mark Exhibit 15. Do you have -- you seen
this document before?
A. Yes
Q. Whatisit?
A. It'saemail correspondence concerning lists of
precincts.
Q. Areyouinvolved inthisemail correspondence?
A. Yes
Q. Andwho are you corresponding with?
A. Matthew Miller from the Bureau of Legislative
Research.
Q. | believel asked you earlier if you recognized
the name Matthew B. Miller, and at that time you
didn't. Does this document refresh your recollection
asto who Matthew B. Miller is?
A. Only because his email domain is on this
document as BLR.Arkansas.gov. Earlier, when you asked
me, it was simply his name in the -- on the recipient
line, and | didn't recollect his name at that time.
So only because his email domainisheredo |
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Q. What wasthe-- and isit my accurate reading
that Kenneth Burleson asked you to please pull this
information and send to Matthew and Michelle?

A. Yes

Q. Do you know who Michelleisreferred to there?
A. Sheisanother employee under the Bureau of
Legidative Research.

Q. Isthat Michelle Davenport?

A. Yes

Q. Andwhat was the information that you were being
asked to provide to Matthew and Michelle?

A. They requested alist of precincts. They were
attempting to verify that the precincts generated by

the redistricting software were accurate and they
thought that alist of precincts from the voter
registration database would suffice.

Q. | mean,isitfair to say that there are -- you
provided the information -- you were providing
information in response to that request?

A. Yes, gr.

Q. Andthen Matthew Miller asks you follow-up
guestions after that?

A. Yes

Q. Inthesecond to the last -- second most recent

email on the thread on September 28th, near the top of
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recognize that he was or is with the bureau.

Q. With the Bureau of Legidlative Research?

A. Yes

Q. Okay. What isthe time period -- so thisis --
isit fair to say that thisis several emailsin a
thread?

A. Yes

Q. And from the earliest email to the latest email,

what is the time period that the email thread spans?
A. Between September 8th, 2021, through
September 28th, 2021.

Q. Isitfair to say that the first email in this
thread was not sent to you but it was sent to -- by
Matthew Miller to other individualsin the secretary
of state's office?

A. Yes.

Q. Andwould that be -- | suppose one other
individual. Would that one other individual be
Kenneth Burleson?

A. Yes

Q. Andthenisit fair to say that also on
September 8th, Kenneth Burleson brings you into the
email thread, putting you in touch with Matthew
Miller?

A. Correct.
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the first page, do you see where Matthew Miller says,

"l really appreciate your help over the past week"?
A. Yes

Q. What help was Matthew Miller referring to that
you provided to him in September 20217

A. | mean, aside from this email correspondence,
I'm not aware of any additiona help | may have
provided him. | don't recall any conversations or
meetings or anything like that that | had with either
Matthew or Michelle.

Q. Isit possible you did provide him help that

isn't reflected in this email thread?

A. | can't rulethat out 100 percent. | just don't
recall anything aside from this thread.

Q. Andtheninthevery last email in thisthread,
do you see where you say, "If you need anything else,
just holler"?

A. Yes. Some Arkansas lingo for you.

Q. Yeah. No. | canask this. Did he subsequently
holler?

A. |likethat.
THE WITNESS: Did you get that in the
record?
A. 1don'tthink hedid. No.

Q. So maybe to ask that question more directly,
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after September 28th, did Matthew Miller request your

assistance, if you recall?
A. Notthat | recall, no.
Q. What about Michelle Davenport? Do you recall
providing any help for Michelle Davenport other than
what's reflected in the emails?
A. Notinterms of this subject matter, no.
Q. No, you didn't provide any, or no, you don't
remember?
A. | donotbelievel provided any additional help
or information regarding this.
Q. Okay. That'sit for the documents. | want to
go back and just clarify afew points from earlier.
You recall that earlier, | was asking you
whether the secretary of state had any information in
the public record that would suggest there was a
partisan motivation for the congressional plan that
was enacted?
A. | dorecadl that, yes.
Q. Andyou said no, the secretary of state did not?
MS. CRYER: | think | objected first and
then you answered. Anyway, go ahead.
THE WITNESS:. Chances are high, but
yeah.
A. No, not that I'm aware of. We have no

. Page 249
answer if you can.

A. Not aware of anything from any of those public
hearings or anything that would have -- that would
have alluded to any of that. No.
Q. Just to confirm, the secretary of state -- your
testimony is that the secretary of state was not
involved in discussion with legislators about the
motivations for the congressional map?
MS. CRYER: Object totheform. You can
answer.
A. Thatisan accurate statement. Yes. Wewere
not involved.
Q. Including any discussions about partisan
motivation?
MS. CRYER: Same objection. You can
answer.
A. Sameanswer. Correct. Therewasnone.
Q. | believe your testimony was the secretary of
state does not know what criteriawere used to develop
the redistricting plan that was enacted in 2021 for
congressional districts?
A. Not -- that is correct. We are not aware of
what criteriawas used as we weren't involved.
MR. SKOCPOL: Okay. | think that'sit.
| just want to -- before we wrap up, | just
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information regarding that.

Q. Doesthe public record include the legidative
record -- does the public record that you included in
that answer include the legislative record leading to
the enactment of the congressional map?
A. lthinkit's--

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. |

apologize for interrupting. Go ahead.

A. We need to define "public record" because that's
avery looseterm. So if you are referring to any
documents that are publicly obtainable, bills, acts,
house and senate journals, anything from the
legidlature just about is publicly obtainable. So I'm
not 100 percent sure.
Q. Would the public legidlative record, as you
understand it, include legid ative hearings?
A. They are opento the public, yes. | believe
they are recorded. | believe Bureau of Legislative
Research keeps copies of those recordings.
Q. Andisthe secretary of state's office aware of
any facts from the legidlative hearingsin this,
leading to the enactment of the 2021 congressional
map, that would support partisan motivation for that
map?

MS. CRYER: Object to theform. You can
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want to say for the record that we may have

to continue this deposition to account for
any relevant material that was discussed
today but has not been produced. AndI'd
also like to note for the record that we

have requested for the secretary of state's
office to identify and produce relevant
emails and have been told that the secretary
of state's office was running searches to do
0.

We have not yet received documents. So
for those reasons, I'm stating for the
record that this deposition is being held
open pending any outstanding production of
documents.

MS. CRYER: Pursuant to the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure, you've had your
seven hours. So | am going to object, to
the extent that there is any request to hold
this deposition open.

| will tell you that we do have emails
that are being produced, and they will be
placed in a Dropbox that will be sent
tomorrow.

MR. SKOCPOL: Okay. Off the record.
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! (The deposition was concluded at 5:57 p.m.)
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1 REPORTER CERTI FI CATI ON
2 I, TAMME L. FOREMAN, Certified Court Reporter
3 for the State of Arkansas, do hereby certify to the
4 foll om ng:
3] 1) that on 08/21/2024, the w tness,
6 JOSHUA RYAN BRI DGES, was duly sworn by nme prior to the
7 taking of testinony as to the truth of the matters
8 attested to and contained therein;
9 2) that the foregoing pages contain and are a
10 true and correct transcription of the proceedi ngs as
11 reported verbatimby ne via realtinme stenography to
12 the best of ny ability and transcribed at or under ny
13 di rection and supervision, and subject to appropriate
14 changes submtted by wtness, if any, during his/her
15 requested readi ng and signing of this deposition
16 according to the Arkansas Rules of G vil Procedure;
17 3) that | amneither counsel for, related to,
18 nor enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
19 whi ch this proceeding was taken; and that | amnot a
20 rel ati ve or enpl oyee of any attorney enployed by the
21 parties hereto;
22 4) that | amnot financially interested or
23 otherw se interested in the outcone of this action
24 that affects or has substantial tendency to affect
25 i npartiality or requires nme to relinquish control of
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1 an original or copies of a deposition transcript
2 before it is certified, or that requires nme to provide
3 any service not nade available to all parties to the
4 action; and
S 5) that | have no contract wth the parties,
6 attorneys, or persons with an interest in the action;
7 and that | amnot know ngly identified on a preferred
8 provider |ist, whether witten or oral, for any
9 litigant, insurance conpany, or third-party
10 adm nistrator involved in this matter;
11 6) that signature of the witness is not
12 wai ved.
13 This transcript is prepared at request of
14 counsel for PLAINTIFFS, and all fees are billed
15 directly to themin conpliance with Arkansas Board of
16 Court Reporter Exam ners Regul ations Section 19.
17 Wtness ny hand and seal this 22nd of
18 August, 2024.
19
20
TAMM E L. FOREMAN, CCR, CRR, RPR
21 LS Certificate #305, State of Arkansas
Arkansas Real ti me Reporting
22 10310 West Markham Suite 10
Littl e Rock, Arkansas 72205
23 501- 725- 7963
” www. Ar kansasReal ti neReporti ng. com
25
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1 SI GNATURE OF W TNESS
2 I, JOSHUA RYAN BRI DGES, hereby certify that the
3 above and foregoi ng deposition, is a full, true,
4 correct, and conplete transcript of the proceeding
S| (Mark the appropriate box):
61 ( ) had at the tinme of the taking of ny deposition.
71 OR
81 () subject to the notations on the attached Errata
9| Sheet nmade by nme or at ny direction.
10
11
JOSHUA RYAN BRI DGES Dat e
12
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13
STATE OF )
14 ) SS
COUNTY OF )
15
16
SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO before ne this = day of
17
, 2024.
18
19
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20
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( SEAL) Not ary Public
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24
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files (9)
filing (53)
filings (1)

fill (7)
filled (2)
filling (1)
final (6)
finalized (1)
finalizing (1)
Finally (1)
finance (11)
financially (1)
Fincher (1)
find (4)
fine (1)
finish (9)
firm (1)
First (55)
fit (1)

five (8)

fix (1)

flash (2)
flip (2)
Floor (2)
flow (1)
focus (2)
focused (1)
focusing (2)
folder (1)
folks (4)
follow (4)
Following (3)
follows (2)
follow-up (1)
force (1)
foregoing (2)
Foreman (3)
forgetting (2)
forgot (1)
form (145)
formal (2
format (8)
former (1)
forms (4)
forward (1)
forwarded (1)
found (3)
four (10)
fourth (3)
frame (5)
franchise (1)
Francisco (1)

free (5)
Friday (1)
front (1)
fulfill (2)
full (4)

fully (1)
functional (1)
functions (2)
Fund (3)
Funding (2)
Funds (8)
further (1)
furthermore (1)
FW (2)

<G>

game (1)
Garrity (1)
Gate (8)
Gather (2
gathered (1)
General (40)
generally (14)
General's (12)
generate (2)
generated (3)
Gents (1)
geographic (7)
geographical (3)
geographies (1)
geography (7)
gerrymandering (10)
getting (16)
GIS (13)

give (19)
given (11)
gives (1)
giving (4)

go (40)

goal (5)

goals (1)

goes (2)

going (65)
Good (20)
Google (2)
government (5)
governmental (13)
governor (3)
governor's (4)

graduated (1)
great (5)
greater (1)
grew (1)
ground (1)
grounds (2)
group (28)
groups (5)
Group's (2
Grove (1)
grow (1)
guess (14)
guidance (1)
guidelines (2)

<H>

habit (1)
hair (1)
half (2)
hand (2)
handed (1)
handful (1)
handle (3)
handled (2)
handles (2)
handling (2)
handy (1)
happen (18)
happened (8)
happening (1)
happens (12)
happy (1)
hard (9)
hate (1)
head (6)
hear (4)
heard (4)
hearing (1)
hearings (3)
heavily (1)
held (18)
help (14)
helpful (3)
helping (1)
helps (1)
hereto (1)
Hester (1)
hey (1)
hierarchy (1)
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high (5)
highly (1)
hire (2)
hired (4)
hisgher (1)
Hispanic (5)
historically (2)
history (13)
hold (8)
holds (2)
holler (2)
Hollinger (1)
home (4)
honest (3)
Honestly (3)
honor (1)
hopefully (2)
host (5)
hours (9)
house (46)
housed (1)
household (1)
HSC" 6300 (1)
Huffman (3)
human (1)
hung (1)
hybrid (1)

<|>

ID (2

idea (3)

ideal (5)
Ideally (3)
identical (2)
identification (18)
identified (7)
identify (6)
identifying (1)
Image (2)
imagine (5)
IMG (1)
IMGO000030 (1)
IMGO000036 (2)
IMGO00030 (1)
IMG's (2)
immediately (5)
Impact (26)
impartiality (1)
implement (1)

implementation (1)
implemented (2)
implementing (2)
import (2
importance (3)
important (3)
imported (3)
impressed (1)
include (15)
included (12)
includes (1)
including (14)
in-coming (1)
incompetent (1)
incomplete (2)
incorrect (1)
incorrectly (3)
increased (1)
increases (1)
incumbent (13)
incumbents (4)
Independence (1)
independent (1)
independently (2)
Independents (1)
in-depth (1)
indicating (1)
individual (4)
individually (1)
individuals (13)
individual's (1)
influence (1)
inform (1)
information (140)
informational (7)
informative (1)
informed (3)
informing (2)
ingesting (1)
inhouse (1)
initial (1)
initially (2)
initiate (1)
initiates (1)
initiative (1)

ins (2

instance (8)
instances (1)
instructs (1)

insurance (1)
intact (2)
intended (1)
intent (2)
intentional (1)
interact (1)
interacting (1)
interaction (1)

interchangeable (1)

interest (20)
interested (2)
internal (3)
internally (3)
Interrogatories (4)
interrogatory (7)
interrupting (1)
intersect (2)
intertwined (1)
Introductory (1)
inventory (1)
invites (1)
involve (1)
involved (35)
involvement (5)
involves (1)
involving (1)
ironically (1)
irregular (1)
Isander (1)
issue (5)

issued (3)
issues (7)
issuing (1)
items (3)

its (17)

<J>
January (8)
Jennifer (1)
job (6)
jobs (1)

jog (1)
JOHN (7)
Johnson (23)
Johnson's (2)
joined (2)
joining (3)
Joint (3)
JOSEPH (1)

Josh (3)
JOSHUA (11)
journals (2)
judges (2)
judicial (3)
July (1)
jurisdiction (1)
justice (1)
justices (1)
Justification (2)
JUSTIN (3)
justin.brascher @ar ka
nsasag.gov (1)

<K >

keep (15)
keeper (4)
keeping (4)
keeps (3)
Kenneth (20)
kept (8)
Kevin (29)
keys (1)
kickback (1)
kicked (1)
kickoff (1)
kind (19)
kinds (2
knew (1)
know (192)
knowing (3)
knowingly (1)
knowledge (18)
knowledgeable (3)
known (3)
Kurt (2)
KURVERS (4)

<L >

lack (3)
laid (1)
landed (1)
large (2)
larger (1)
late (2)
latest (1)
Latino (1)
law (34)
laws (2)
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lawsuit  (5)
lawyers (2)
lay (3)
layman (1)
layout (2)
lays (1)

lead (1)
leadership (1)
leading (4)
LEAH (2
leans (1)
learn (3)
learning (1)
leave (2)
leaving (1)
led (1)

left (3)
left-leaning (1)
legacy (4)
Legal (13)
legality (1)
legidation (2)
legislative (30)
legidator (1)
legidlators (6)
legidature (49)
legislatures (1)
length (2)
Ledlie (6)
Letter (7)
level (52)
levels (3)
liaise (1)
liaises (2)
liaising (1)
liberal (1)
Libertarians (1)
library (5)
license (3)
likelihood (1)
limited (1)
line (15)
lines (13)
lingo (1)

link (1)

list (22)
listed (5)
lists (2)
litany (1)

literally (1)
litigant (1)
litigation (5)
Little (33)
live (5)
lived (3)
lives (1)
LLP ()
load (1)
lobbying (2)
local (36)
location (2)
locked (1)
logic (2)
long (22)
longer (4)
look (37)
looked (4)
looking (15)
looks (5)
Loose (2)
Lori (1)
lot (7)
lower (1)
LS (1)
lunch (5)
LYNETTE (2)

<M >

MABLE (2)
machine (2)
mail (4)
mailing (1)
main (1)
maintain (10)
maintained (4)
maintaining (1)
major (2)
majority (1)
makeup (2)
making (9)
Management (30)
manner (3)
manual (2)
manually (4)
map (50)
mapped (1)
maps (24)
March (13)

mark (14)
MARKED (18)
Market (3)
Markham (1)
marking (6)
marks (1)
Marty (1)
match (1)
matches (1)
material (1)
materials (4)
math (1)
matter (7)
matters (2)
Matthew (13)
Mays (2)
McRae (1)
mean (63)
meaning (4)
means (16)
meant (2)
media (7)
meet (6)
meetings (19)
member (7)
members (22)
memory (4)
memos (2)
mentally (1)
mention (1)
mentioned (51)
mentions (1)
meshes (1)
message (5)
messages (5)
messaging (1)
met (3)
method (1)
methodology (1)
metrics (2)
MICHAEL (4)
Michelle (8)
microphone (1)
middle (3)
midterm (2)
midterms (1)
miles (1)
military (2)
Miller (10)

mind (7)
mind-altering (1)
MINISTERIAL (3)
minor (3)
minorities (5)
Minority (6)
minute (5)
minutes (1)
missed (1)
missing (1)
misspelling (1)
mistake (2)
misunderstood (1)
moment (2)
Monday (1)
month (3)
month-by-month (1)
monthly (2)
months (4)
month-to-month (2)
monuments (1)
morning (5)
motivation (11)
motivations (7)
mouth (2)

move (3)

moved (2)

moves (1)

moving (1)
mskocpol @naacpldf.or
g (1)

multiple (6)
municipal (2)
Myers (2)

<N>

N/A (5
nagging (2)
name (23)
named (5)
names (4)
Native (1)
nature (4)
Naumann (2)
near (3)
nearly (2)
necessarily (11)
necessary (4)
necessitate (1)
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need (43)
needed (19)
needs (14)
nefarious (1)
neighbor (1)
neither (1)
network (1)
never (10)

New (18)

newly (1)
newly-enacted (1)
news (2)
Newton (1)
Niehouse (21)
N-I-E-H-O-U-SE (1)
night (9)

nine (1)

Nischal (1)
N-1-S-C-H-A-L (2)
nodding (1)
nonpartisan (10)
nonpublic (2)
non-Uocava (1)
normal (6)
notaries (1)
Notary (1)
notations (1)
note (3)

noted (1)

notes (1)
Notice (9)
notification (1)
November (9)
NUMBER (40)
numbered (1)
numbers (2)
nutshell (1)

NY (1)

<0O>

oath (1)
oaths (6)
object (119)
objected (1)
objection (34)
Objectives (2)
obligated (1)
obtain (7)
obtainable (4)

obtained (8)
obtaining (2)
obviously (3)
occasion (2)
occasional (2)
occur (3)
occurred (2)
occurrence (2)
occurring (1)
October (2)
Office (214)
offices (24)
office's (4)
Official (44)
officially (5)
officials (22)
O'Guinn (2)
Oh (3)

Okay (87)
Oold (2

older (5)
O'Melveny (2
once (19)
one-page (1)
ones (11)
ongoing (1)
online (1)
open (8)
operate (1)
operated (2)
operates (1)
opinion (3)
opportunity (3)
oppose (1)
opposed (4)
option (3)
optional (8)
options (2)
ORAL (3
order (26)
organization (4)
organizations (2)
organized (1)
original (2)
originally (1)
outcome (1)
Outlook (8)
outreach (3)
outs (2)

outside (14)
outstanding (1)
Overall (3)
overseas (2)
oversee (3)
overview (3)
owned (2)

<P>

p.m (14)
Pacific (1)
PAGE (45)
pages (5)
paid (2)
paper (6)
paperwork (3)
paragraph (29)
pardoned (1)
parentheses (2)
part (27)
partake (1)
partially (2)
participate (4)
particular (17)
parties (7)
partisan (32)
parts (5)
part-time (1)
party (61)
party's (1)
pass (2)
passed (6)
PATRICIA (2
pause (1)
payable (1)
payments (1)
PDF (3)
PDFs (1)
peace (1)
pegged (1)
Pending (2
people (23)
people's (1)
percent (17)
percentage (7)
perform (6)
Performance (1)
performed (3)
period (46)

periodically (1)
periods (1)
person (5)
personal (6)
personally (9)
personnel (2)
Persons (2)
pertaining (1)
pertinent (2)
petition (1)
petitions (1)
phase (1)
phone (2)
phones (7)
photo (1)
physical (4)
physically (1)
pick (2)
picture (2)
piece (1)

pin (1)
place (13)
placed (3)
plaintiff (2)
PLAINTIFFS (13)
Plaintiff's (4)
PlaintiffS's (2)
plan (31)
plans (14)
platforms (1)
play (5)
played (3)
plays (1)
please (6)
PLLC (1)
point (18)
points (2)
police (2)
policies (3)
policy (13)
political (35)
politically (2)
politically-appointed
(1)

politics (5)
poll (1)
polling (1)
polls (3)

pool (1)
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pop (3)
populate (2)
populated (1)
population (29)
portion (2)
position (10)
positions (1)
possible (10)
Possibly (6)
postelection (1)
post-redistricting (1)
potential (7)
Potentially (16)
power (1)
practical (1)
practice (11)
practices (2)
Prairie (1)
precedes (1)
precinct (71)
precincts (29)
precisely (1)
predates (1)
preexisting (3)
prefer (1)
preference (2)
preferential (5)
preferred (1)
preliminary (2)
premise (1)
preparation (11)
preparations (1)
prepare (11)
prepared (2)
preparing (11)
preprinted (2)
presented (2)
presently (1)
preservation (2)
preserve (8)
preserved (2)
presidential (8)
pretty (2)
previous (13)
previously (9)
primaries (5)
primarily (1)
primary (39)
principally (1)

principles (1)
print (1)
printed (2)
printing (5)
prior (13)
privilege (2)
privy (1)
proactive (1)
probably (23)
problem (3)
procedural (1)
Procedure (9)
procedures (3)
proceed (2)
proceeding (2)
proceedings (1)
process (119)
processes (4)
processing (1)
proclamation (2)
procurement (3)
produce (7)
produced (11)
produces (2)
product (1)
Production (9)
products (1)
Professional (8)
program (3)
projected (3)
projects (3)
promise (1)
promoted (4)
proof (2)
proofed (1)
proofing (7)
properly (2)
proportionally (1)
proposal (3)
proposals (3)
Propose (1)
proposed (28)
proposes (1)
prosecuting (1)
protected (1)
provide (31)
provided (12)
provider (2)
provides (5)

providing (9)
provision (2)
provisional (1)
psychology (1)
public (27)
publicly (6)
published (3)
Pulaski (2)
pull (1)
pumping (1)
purchasing (2)
purpose (8)
purposes (19)
pursuant (4)
pursuit (1)
purview (1)
pushing (1)
put (7)

puts (1)
putting (3)

<Q>
qualified (1)
quality (1)
question (40)
questioning (2)
questions (24)
quick (2
quicker (3)
quickly (6)
Quite (5)
quiz (2
quorum (1)
quote (2)

<R>

race (12)
races (6)
racial (26)
ran (3)
random (1)
range (1)
Rate (3)
read (23)
reading (8)
ready (6)
real (1)
realistic (1)
realize (1)

realizes (1)
really (15)
realm (1)
realtime (2)
reason (10)
reasoning (1)
reasons (5)
reassigned (1)
reburn (3)
reburned (1)
recall (41)
recalled (1)
receipt (1)
receivable (1)
receive (9)
received (9)
receiving (7)
receptionists (1)
Recess (6)
recipient (2)
Recipients (7)
recode (1)
recognize (7)
recognized (1)
Recognizing (1)
recollect (1)
recollection (3)
recommend (1)
recommendations (1)
recommended (1)
record (46)
recorded (2)
recordings (1)
recordkeeping (5)
records (29)
rectify (1)
Rector (1)
redistrict (1)
Redistricting (178)
redistricting-related
@)

redone (1)
redraw (1)
redrawing (2)
refer (9)
reference (2)
referred (8)
referring (43)
refers (8)
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reflect (2)
reflected (6)
reflecting (1)
reflection (1)
reflective (2)
reflects (1)
refresh (1)
refreshed (3)
reg (1)

regard (1)
regarding (3)
regards (1)
regional (1)
regions (1)
register (3)
registered (16)
registering (2)
registrant (1)
registrar (1)
registrars (1)
Registration (64)
regular (7)
regularly (4)
regularly-scheduled
(1)
Regulations (1)
related (13)
relates (2)
relating (1)
relation (8)
relationship (6)
relative (2)
release (1)
released (9)
releases (1)
relevant (14)
religiously (1)
relinquish (1)
rely (3)
remains (1)
remember (31)
remind (1)
remotely (2)
removing (2)
Rendering (1)
renewed (2)
repeat (3)
rephrase (4)
report (28)

reported (4)
Reporter (14)
reporting (7)
reports (13)
repository (3)
represent (2)
representation (2)
representative (2)
representatives (17)
represented (1)
representing (4)
represents (2)
reprint (2)
reproof (1)
Republican (8)
Republicans (2)
Request (29)
requested (4)
requesting (1)
requests (10)
require (5)
required (17)
Requirements (5)
requires (4)
Research (9)
researching (1)
residences (1)
resident (1)
residential (8)
resource (1)
resources (2)
respect (7)
response (19)
Responses (10)
responsibilities (4)
responsibility (3)
responsible (13)
responsive (5)
rest (3)
restating (2)
restored (2)
result (9)
results (32)
retained (1)
retention (11)
retrieve (1)
retrieving (1)
return (1)
returns (2)

review (14)
reviewed (12)
reviewing (2)
revision (4)
RFP (2)
Richard (1)
right (38)
right-leaning (1)
ring (1)
roadmap (1)
Rock (9)
rodeo (1)
role (51)
roles (7)
rolling (1)
Room (4)
Roughly (2)
round (1)
RPR (2)
RULE (9)
Rules (9)
run (6)
running (3)
RYAN (11)

<S>

saddle (1)
sample (1)
San (1)
Saturdays (1)
savwvy (1)
saying (10)
says (45)
scan (1)
scanning (1)
scheduled (2)
scheduling (1)
schematics (1)
school (7)
schools (2)
science (1)
Scope (3)
screen (7)
scribbled (1)
seal (2)
search (3)
searched (2)
searches (3)
searching (1)

Sebastian (1)
Second (22)
secondary (1)
secretaries (3)
Secretary (289)
secretary's (1)
section (11)
security (5)
see (49)
seeing (9)
seen (24)
segments (1)
select (1)
selected (2)
selection (1)
selects (1)
senate (32)
Senator (1)
senators (3)
send (18)
sender (1)
sending (7)
sends (2)
Senior (1)
sense (8)
sent (51)
sentence (31)
separate (10)
separately (3)
September  (13)
Series (7)
serve (1)
served (5)
server (4)
servers (3)
service (2)
Services (8)
session (1)
Set (16)
setting (7)
setup (3)
seven (3)
seventy-five (1)
shaking (1)
shape (3)
shapefile (5)
shapefiles (1)
shapes (1)
share (3)

215-341-3616 transcripts@everestdepo.com
Everest Court Reporting LLC

Page: 11



Case 4:23-cv-00471-DPM-DRS-JM  Document 62-11
Deposition of Joshua Ryan Bridges

Filed 11/12/24 Page 120 of 122

The Christian Ministerial Alliance, et a. v. John Thurston

sharing (1)
Sheet (3)
Shelby (28)
Shelby's (1)
shift (1)
short (1)
shorter (3)
shortest (2)
shorthand (1)
shortly (1)
show (3)
showing (2)
shows (1)
shrunk (1)
side (4)

sgn (2)
Signature (4)
signed (3)
signing (1)
similar (3)
Similarly (2)
smple (1)
smply (21)
single (1)

sr (13)

sit (1)

site (2
sitting (3)
Situated (1)
situation (3)
situations (1)
six (1)
SKOCPOL (36)
skull (1)
dightly (1)
dow (1)
small (3)
smaller (2)
SMITH (2)
snail (1)
snapshot (1)
social (4)
sociology (2)
software (31)
Sole (2)
solely (2)
solution (5)
solutions (1)
somebody (3)

someone's (1)
soon (3)
sooner (1)
sorry (24)
sort (6)

SOS (5)
sought (3)
sounds (4)
Source (7)
Southerland (2)
span (1)
spans (2)
speak  (3)
speaking (6)
speaks (1)
special (23)
specialist (1)
specific (13)
specifically (25)
specifics (4)
specified (3)
specifies (1)
spectrum (1)
speculative (1)
spell (1)
spelled (2)
spending (3)
spent (1)
split (14)
splits (4)
sponsored (1)
sponsors (1)
spot (2)
spreadsheet (1)
square (1)
SS (1)

staff (16)
stage (1)
stamp (2)
stamped (4)
standard (1)
Standards (5)
standpoint (1)
start (25)
started (1)
starting (1)
starts (1)
State (282)
stated (5)

statement (7)
statements (1)
STATES (5)
state's (147)
statewide (9)
stating (3)
statistics (3)
stenography (1)
step (8)

steps (6)
sticky (1)
Stipulations (1)
stops (1)
storage (4)
stored (3)
Street (6)
stretch (2)
structure (1)
structured (2)
studies (1)
study (1)

stuff (3)

style (15)
styles (13)
subcomponents (1)
subdividing (1)
subdivision (3)
subdivisions (2)
subject (9)
subjects (1)
submits (1)
submitted (2)
submitting (1)
suboffices (1)
SUBSCRIBED (1)
subsequent (1)
subsequently (1)
substance (6)
substances (1)
substantial (1)
suffice (1)
suggest (4)
Suite (4)
summarizing (1)
sums (1)
Super (1)
supervise (2)
supervising (1)
supervision (1)

Supplemental (5)
support (9)
suppose (1)
supposed (1)
supposition (2)
supreme (1)
Sure (111)
Survey (1)
Suttlar (4)
SU-T-T-L-E-R (1)
sway (1)
swearing (2)
sworn (5)
system (19)
systematically (2)
systems (4)

<T>

tab (1)

table (4)
tables (1)
tabulating (1)
tabulator (2)
tabulators (1)
take (41)
taken (8)
takes (6)

talk (7)
talked (6)
talking (21)
talks (2)
tally (2)
tallying (2)
Tammie (4)
tantamount (1)
target (1)
task (2)
tasks (10)
taxes (1)
team (9)
teamed (1)
technical (1)
Technically (3)
technologically (1)
tedious (4)
tell (24)
temporary (5)
tend (2)
tendency (1)
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term (9)
terminated (2)
terms (48)
test (4)
testified (2)
testify (4)
testifying (2)
testimony (9)
testing (10)
text (11)
texts (1)
Thank (13)
theirs (1)
thing (10)
things (22)
think (82)
third (11)
third-party (1)
thought (3)
thousand (1)
thread (25)
three (9)
THURSTON (11)
Thurston's (3)
tied (1)

time (70)
timeline (4)
times (9)
timetable (2)
timing (2)
title (3)

titles (1)
today (22)
today's (5)
told (2)
tomorrow (6)
ton (2)

top (19
topic (3)
topics (14)
total (22)
touch (3)
touched (1)
tours (1)
town-hall (1)
townships (1)
track (1)
tracking (1)
traditional (3)

train (1)

trained (7)
training (13)
trainings (3)
transcribed (1)
transcribing (1)
transcript (4)
transcription (1)
Transferred (2)
transitioning (2)
traveled (2)
treated (1)
trends (3)

trick (1)
trickle-down (1)
tried (2)

trigger (1)
triggered (1)
tripped (1)
troubleshoot (2)
troubleshooting (2)
true (4)

truth (1)
truthfully (2)

try (12)

trying (9)

TSS CMA_0000748
(1)

TSS CMA_3806 (1)
TSS CMA_389 (1)
Tuesday (1)

turn (8)
turnaround (2)
turned (1)

Two (24)

type (8)

types (8)

typical (8)
typically (6)

<U>

Uh-huh (2)
ultimately (3)
unable (1)
unassign (1)
underneath (1)
understand (55)
understanding (31)
understood (4)

undertaking (1)
Unfortunately (1)
unique (1)

unit (1)
UNITED (2
University (2)
unofficial (4)
unopposed (1)
unquote (1)
Uocava (10)
U-O-C-A-V-A (1
upcoming (1)
update (12)
updated (13)
updating (3)
upload (4)
uploaded (1)
uploading (2)
upper (1)
USB (1)

use (23)

uses (2
Usually (15)
utilize (1)

<V >

varied (1)
varies (1)
various (6)
vary (1)
VELMA (2)
vendor (22)
vendor-provided (1)
vendors (5)
verbatim (1)
verbiage (1)
verification (1)
verify (1)
verifying (2)
version (6)
versus (3)
video (1)
view (3)
violate (1)
Vipin (3)
V-I-P-I-N (2)
visible (2)
visit (1)
voice (1)

vote (34)
voted (9)
Voter (92)
voters (38)
voter's (3)
votes (6)
voting (31)
VS (1)

<W >

Wait (1)
waiting (1)
waived (1)
walking (1)
Walmart (1)
want (42)
wanted (7)
wants (1)
warm (1)
warrant (1)
way (22)
ways (2)
website (2)
weeds (1)
week (14)
weeks (13)
weird (1)
Welcome (2)
well (49)
went (4)
were (22)
west (2)
we've (9)
whatsoever (1)
Wheeler (1)
wheelhouse (1)
whichever (1)
White (7)
widespread (1)
wiggle (2)
winner (4)
winners (2)
wish (1)
withdraw (1)
withdrawing (1)
witness (19)
won (3)
WONG (1)
Woodlane (1)
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word (7)

wording (1)
words (2)

work (43)

worked (5)
working (11)
works (4)

worries (1)

wow (1)

wrap (3)
wrapping (2)
write (1)

written (9)

wrong (2)
www.ArkansasRealtim
eReporting.com (1)

<Y >

Yeah (25)
year (17)
years (20)
yell (1)
yes-or-no (1)
yesterday (2)
yield (1)
York (1)
YouTube (1)
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