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j OHN THURSTON 

ARt<ANsAs SECRETARY or Sr ATE 

David A. Couch 
Attorney. at; Law 
1501 N. University Ave,, Suite 228. 
Llttkltock, AR 72207 

July 14. 2'020 

·Re: Decfaratiah dflnsufftctency 
Petidon Sponspr: Arkansa:s Ve>ters First 

vtadectronlc mail to arho:g®mt:.com 

Petirton:,Citizens' Co1nm1Ssiort or an Independent Redistricting Comml:ssion 

D~rMr; C:ouch: . 

Upo11 lpitlal i;evi~w of the ~ibo.ye r~erenced petition, our office has C1etermined that tlre·petitlon 
must be; declared insufficient for the reason cited herein. 

Ark. Code Ann.~ 7 "9~o01(b)(3) states, utJpon submission·ofthe .sponsor's list orpatd. 
can:vasser& to the SecrebuyofSfate, t11.e sponsor shall certify to: Pie $ectera:ry of State that each 
paid canvasser fa the, sponsor's .employ has passecl n criminal background aheck 1n nc1,:Qrda:n;ae 
with tbis :~ection." (e-mpMsi6.·add:cd), 

Ai;k~ QQdecAim.· ~ 7v9,..60l(Q stat~s; ~SignatUi:es ilworrectlyobt$1ed or submitted under this 
sectionshall.,:not be counted by the Secretary of.$tate for anypurpose," (¢mt>h9,&is added) Th~ 
tenn ~!Wl11 ·}i~s be«n detelltlh1ed to be umndatory nnd that substarittru compliance cannot be 
used as ~substitute orJ\dfilhncnrwith the s~tutc. Benca. V; M(lrWt, .216 Ark..359; atil-13, 500 
S, W~ 3d at 750;Zock. v. Martin, 2018 Ark 306, 

The list of pµid CE\lWQssers solicltlng signatures for the abpve refer~nced petition was 
accompanied by the following certification: "On behalf of the sponsors. this statementand 
submission of nanies serves ~s ~ertification that a statewide Arkap:sas State Police background 
check, as wells as, so.-state criminal background check have been timelyacqu!red in the•30 clays 
bclore .~~ first. day the-Pald canvasser begins to collect ~tgnatures as required by Act 1104 of 
2017." (emphasis added) · 
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It lfa:s been determined that acquiring a criminal background check is not the sa:me as passing 
a criminal. bad<groundcheck. BecatJse Arkansas Voters First did not comply with Atk. Code 
Ann. § 7 ,9~60l(b)(l), none 0£ the signatures solicited by the paid canvassers may be counted 
for ~y f>Urp0$e. Th1ls, the p~titlqn fit insufficientto qualify for the NQ:9einher J; 2020 Gene11al 
Election :Ballot. 

Please .I.tote, thae becattse dils .c>ffice is 'Statutorily prohibited from counting the submitted 
signatures for .~yp_urpose, there may:be other as yet undetennfned reasons th¢ petit1on ma,y 
not be sufficient. ·· 

Sihcetely, 

John Thurston 
SecretarrofState 
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