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Now Available

APRIL 29, 2021

RELEASE NUMBER CB21-TPS.49

APRIL 29, 2021 — The 2020 presidential election had the highest voter turnout of the 21st century, with 66.8% of
citizens 18 years and older voting in the election, according to new voting and registration tables released today
by the U.S. Census Bureau. These data come from the 2020 Current Population Survey Voting and Registration
Supplement [ /data/tables/time-series /demo/voting-and-registration/p20-585.html] for the November 2020
presidential election, which surveyed the civilian noninstitutionalized population in the United States.

The table package shows patterns of voter turnout by race, Hispanic origin, age and other characteristics such as
educational attainment and family income. Asian voter turnout was at an all-time high of 59.7% for the 2020
presidential election. As with past elections, a higher share of women (68.4%) than men (65.0%) turned out to
vote. Voter turnout also increased as age, educational attainment and income increased. Voter turnout was
highest among those ages 65 to 74 at 76.0%, while the percentage was lowest among those ages 18 to 24 at 51.4%.
Overall, voter turnout increased as age increased, with the exception of 75-plus which had a turnout rate that was
below 65-74 year-olds and not significantly different than the turnout for 55 to 64 year-olds. High school graduate
turnout was 55.5%, while turnout for those with a bachelor’s degree was 77.9%. Overall, voter turnout increased as
income increased, with the exception of those in the income ranges $10,000-$14,999 and $15,000-519,999, which
had turnouts that were not significantly different. For people whose income was $100,000-$149,999, turnout was
81.0%, while for people whose income was $30,000-$39,999, turnout was 63.6%.

Despite COVID-19 concerns, 155 million people turned out for the 2020 presidential election. However, 4%
(552,500) of registered nonvoters reported not voting due to their concerns about the COVID-19 pandemic.
Other highlights from the table package include:

« People registered to vote in various ways, the most common being at a department of motor vehicles (27.7%).

« Veterans voted at a higher rate (74.1%) than nonveterans (66.1%).

+ The most common reason for not voting among registered nonvoters was they were not interested in the election (17.6%). Other reasons
included not liking the candidates or campaign issues, being too busy and forgetting to vote.

The Census Bureau has collected voting and registration data since 1964 and has fielded the Voting and
Registration Supplement to the Current Population Survey every two years. This survey is the most
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elections. Examining these characteristics and how they have changed over the years provides a better
understanding of the social and demographic characteristics of American voters. For more information on
methodology, confidentiality protection, sampling and nonsampling error, and definitions, see
<www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsnov20.pdf [https: //www2.census.gov/programs-
surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsnov20.pdf] >.

The estimates presented in this table package may differ from those based on administrative data or exit polls due
to factors such as survey nonresponse, vote misreporting and methodological issues related to question wording
and survey administration.

For data from previous presidential election years, visit the Voting and Registration [ /topics/public-sector
/voting.html] page. To learn more about how citizens chose to participate in the presidential election and about
the general turnout, read our “What Methods Did People Use to Vote in the 2020 Election? [ /library/stories
/2021/04/what-methods-did-people-use-to-vote-in-2020-election.html] ” and “Record High Turnout in 2020
General Election [ /library/stories/2021/04/record-high-turnout-in-2020-general-election.html] ” America
Counts articles.
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