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il REP. JENNE: Okay. We'll go ahead and, uh, get

2 started. First of all, thank you to, uh, the members
3 of the press, uh, for stopping by. Uh. We appreciate
4 it greatly.

5 Um, my name is State Representative Evan Jenne,

6 um, from Broward County District 99. Uh, and I'm here

i basically to, uh, serve as a Master of Ceremony and,

8 and facilitate your questions at the end.

9 Uh, joining me today to talk specifically, uh,
10 about redistricting in the State of Florida are three,
11 uh, minority ranking members, uh, for the three
12 redistricting committees.

13 Uh, they are my friend, Representative Joe

14 Geller, representing Dade Broward County in District
15 100; uh, State Representative Dan Daley, representing
16 Broward County in District 97; and, finally, my dear
17 friend, uh, Representative Kelly Skidmore, uh,

18 representing Palm Beach County, specifically, District
19 81.

20 Uh, these three individuals are the ranking

2l members, uh, that, when our leadership team sat down,
22 uh, and poured through, these were the three folks

23 that we all agreed, uh, we needed at the tip of the
24 spear, uh, for this oncoming and looming, uh,

25 potential fight, uh, over redistricting.
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1 Uh, but the three of them, uh, would very much

2 like to tell you, uh, from their level of expertise,
3 uh, and the work that they've been doing over the last
4 few months, really drilling down into redistricting as
5 a process but also what's going on, here, in the State
6 of Florida. Uh, want to give you their take on that.
o So, again, I thank everyone for joining, uh, and
8 we're going to go ahead and get st- uh, started off,
9 uh, with our ranking member, uh, from our, uh, con-
10 uh, excuse me, congressional redistricting committee.
11 Uh, and that is Representative Kelly Skidmore. Kelly,
12 the floor is yours.
13 REP. SKIDMORE: Thank you, Leader Jenne, and
14 thank everyone for being here, today.
15 Um, we are honored to a part of this historic
16 process. And, uh, we are very much looking forward to
17 making sure that it is a fair and legal process, going
18 forward. We have concerns that the public does not
19 have adequate access to this process and we are hoping
20 that we can, uh, raise awareness to that fact.
20 You, uh, see that we are having a, um, a press
22 conference via Zoom. Um. We have all learned that
23 meetings can take place this way. I'm in, um, Palm
24 Beach County. Rep. Geller's in Miami. Rep. Daley is in

25 Tallahassee.

www.DigitalEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646

HT_0007374

JX 0011-0003



Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF Document 201-11 Filed 09/26/23 Page 4 of 30

11/1/2021 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription
Page 4
il There 1s no reason why we cannot, as a body, be

2 able to provide this type of access to testimony and
3 public hearing so the public has full participation in
4 this process that only happens every 10 years.
5 We think that it is critically important that
6 they are engaged and that they are holding our feet to
o the fire as we move through this process that will
8 determine many things over the next 10 years,
9 including their representation.
10 So, we are, um, uh, leading by example and
11 showing that, um, that we can be in very different
12 parts of the state and still conduct a very effective
13 meeting. Thank you, Leader.
14 REP. JENNE: Thank you, Rep. I appreciate it, as
15 always. Um, and, and, I think she hit the, uh, uh,
16 nail right on the head. Ten years ago, when we did
17 this, we traveled the state. There were dozens of
18 stops, everywhere, making sure we get that input.
19 Obviously, we know that COVID, uh, has a
20 propensity to die down and resurge again, time and
2l time again. Uh, so, we want to make sure we have that
22 same input, uh, with the safety measures put in so
23 that we don't have to burn through our population, uh,
24 with medical, uh, problems and financial problems. So,

il uh, er, uh, Kelly Skidmore, uh, absolutely 100 percent
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il right.
2 Uh, next up, we're going to hear from our ranking

3 member on the, uh, committee dealing with state

4 legislative redistricting, and that is Representative
5 Dan Daley. Dan, my friend, floor is yours.

6 REP. DALEY: Thank you, Leader. And I appreciate
o that. And I appreciate everybody being here for this,

8 um, feor this important teopiec. You know, look, um, as

9 Ranking Member Skidmore mentioned, this is -- folks,
10 this is the most important thing that we do, um, as a
11 body.

12 And it is a pillar, it is a cornerstone of our
13 democracy, just literally drawing the lines to decide
14 who every individual in this state gets to vote for.
15 And, as you all know, it only happens every 10 years.
16 Um, and that's why that, you know, transparency
17 and openness are key, along with constitutionality and
18 everything else that weighs with it.

19 But, but, look, this is the public's opportunity
20 to see, to, to draw back the curtain and see how the
2l sausage 1s made, uh, and how it will be decided, in
22 this state, for the next 10 years. You know, look, the
23 thing that's troubling to me is, over the last, call

24 it year and a half, right?

25 Almost every American has had to figure out Zoom.
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il Uh, short of my father who still can't seem to get it
2 right, right? Um, you can't tell me that the Florida
3 legislature, the third largest state in this country,

4 can't find some way to do a virtual tour of this

5 state.
6 I understand that we're short on time. I
7 understand that the norm- -- numbers came back &

8 little later than we were expected because of, uh,

9 expecting because of COVID, uh, so I understand that
10 that may rule out a state-wide, in-person tour like
11 was conducted 10 years ago.
12 But there is absolutely no reason we can't do a
13 virtual tour and that's why you heard, uh, ranking
14 member Skidmore mention that's why we're all here, uh,
15 today on this wvirtual Zoom. If we can do it, they can
16 certainly do it.
17 Ten years ago, as you know, there was a state-
18 wide tour. This year, there's no virtual tour. There's
19 no physical tour. Heck, we even scheduled the meetings
20 at the same time.
21 Representative Skidmore's, uh, congressional
22 committee and my state redistricting committee meet at
23 the same time. So, you can't tell me from one side of
24 your face that you, uh, support open and transparent

25 processes and then schedule meetings at the same time
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il s¢ Floridians <¢an't actively participate.

2 If they want to make the trip to Tallahassee

3 because that's their only option, uh, and they're up

4 here, they can't be in two places at once.

5 So, i1f they're interested in testifying in Kelly-
6 in Rep. Skidmore's committee and mine, it's

o impossible. It's a -- it's a slap in the face to

8 Floridians and Floridians deserve better. Thank you,

9 Leader.

10 REP. JENNE: Absolutely. And thank you, Dan. Um,
11 and as you can see, these are problems that are really
12 have the potential to be systemic.

13 Um, the idea that simply taking, uh, a little bit
14 longer to get this right, um, is, 1s something that

15 has to be thrown away and it just has to be done now,
16 if you look at the past 10 years of history, that's

17 shown to be completely false.

18 Courts, finally, didn't give approval to the

19 maps, uh, and for another four years from this point,
20 uh, the last go-around. So, um, we have time to do it
21 right. We can get it done right and there's no reason
22 not to.
23 Uh, finally, before we take any questions that
24 you may have, uh, we're going to hear from our overall

o0 ranking member, the full districting committee from
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il District 100, my neighbor and friend, Representative
2 Joe Geller. Joe, floor is yours.

3 REFP. GELLER: Thank you, Leader, and I'd like to

4 thank both of our sub-chair ranking members for their
5 presentations. We're about doing people's business.

6 And you can't do the people's business if you don't

7 listen to the people. Least, you shouldn't. And I

8 think it's just improper.

9 Now, I hope there's not a final decision on this.
10 I've raised this at both meetings of our full

11 redistricting committee, so far. The public needs to
12 be heard. Not just because they can access a portal.
13 Not everyone can do that. It does require a level of
14 technical skill. We're talking simply about public

15 testimony.

16 Today, thereé's ne need to travel the state to do
17 that like there was 10 years ago. Today, as today's
18 press conference shows, this can be done by Zoom, as
19 Rep. Skidmore pointed out.
20 All we need to do is to, uh, set some hearings
21 where the public can testify by Zoom, if that's their
22 choice, and, frankly, we don't even need the members
23 to be sitting in a room in Tallahassee to hear them.
24 We can be sitting at home. We can be sitting in our

25 offices, individually. And we can listen to the
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il public.
2 So, there's not even a need to schedule a time

3 when we can all get to Tallahassee. In the last
4 session, some people were told that they had to come
5 to Tallahassee to testify and then they were sent
6 three blocks away to the Civic Center to appear by
o Zoom. What did that accomplish? If they were going to
8 appear by Zoom, why did they have to come to
9 Tallahassee?
10 The one thing we need to be careful of is there
11 are some people who simply don't have internet access
12 or don't have Zoom or don't have technical ability.
13 That's not true only of rural Fl- Floridians. It's not
14 true only of underserved communities. It affects some
15 of our seniors who are not savvy. I think I fit in
16 that category.
17 But, it would be simple enough to say, on any
18 given day, that -- in Orlando or Tampa or Miami --
19 that if you want to be heard and you don't know how to
20 Zoom in, you can go someplace to a central office.
21 You can go to a- -- a headquarters. You can go to
22 a -- a public building. And there will be someone
23 there with a Zoom set-up so you can just go as a
24 citizen and speak and be heard on Zoom whether you

25 have a computer or technical capability or not.
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il But, for everyone else, as long as we make that

2 accommodation, everyone else can do it from their

3 living room.

4 Most importantly, our committee would fear what

5 Floridians have to say. That's all we're asking. It's

6 great to say that the pro- -- process is going to be

7 transparent, but it has to be open. And, most of all,

8 it has to be open to the people of Florida.

9 There are some other issues we could talk about
10 another day. I want to see a results-oriented outcome
11 measure. But that's for another day. For today, the
12 message i1s simple. Let the people be heard. Thank vyou.
13 REP. JENNE: Thank you, ranking member Geller.

14 And T think that's exactly it. What we're calling for
15 today is more participation from the actual peocple we
16 represent. That is not a progressive idea. That is not
17 a conservative ideal. That is simply good government.
18 That 1s good representative democracy.

19 At the end of the day, myself, my three

20 colleagues and the others, uh, that we serve with in
21 the Florida legislatures, we have the most descriptive
22 job title of anyone in politics. We represent a group
23 of people. We need to be able to hear from them.

24 And while I may know where lines should probably

25 go in order to keep communities together in Broward
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il County, I'm not going to sit here and say that I know
2 what's best for Jacksonville.
3 I need to hear from the people of Jacksonville.
4 Need to hear from the people of Tallahassee,
5 Pensacola, Orlando, Tampa, everywhere in between, all
6 the way down to Key West.
o So, uh, for us this is just a good government,
8 uh, thing. And it's a call to good government and I
9 think everyone, no matter your political affiliations,
10 benefit from that.
11 Um, and that was the entire purpose of this press
12 conference, is to let you know, uh, we are going to
13 strive for good government in everything that we do
14 and we are going to strive to live up to the ideals
15 put in place, constitutionally, both by the federal
16 and state governments.
17 REP. GELLER: I want to add one word to what you
18 —
19 REP. JENNE: Please.
20 REP. GELLER: ~-- say.
21 REP. JENNE: Please.
22 REP. GELLER: When you say that that this is --
23 as you did -- not a liberal or a conservative, uh,
24 position, it's also not a partisan position. This is
o5 not something that we called for to benefit any party.
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il We're not judging what the people are going to

2 say and whatever their partisan or, or political

3 affiliation or anything of the kind -- this is nothing
4 to do with that. It is everything to do with hearing

5 all the people.

6 REP. JENNE: Absolutely. All right. Well, I know

o when a good time to close 1s, so I'm going to let, uh,
8 Representative Geller's, uh, comments stand as the

9 close. But, uh, we do, uh, w- -- we won't run from any
10 questions.

11 Um, so, those of you from the press, um, if you
12 have any questions for the three members that are here
13 with me right now, um, and, uh, I will go ahead and

14 facilitate that for you.

15 Uh, you can write it down in the chatbox or just
16 put your hand up, um, and, uh, and I will be more than
17 happy to call on you, um, and, and get that question
18 asked or answered by these members.

19 And, look, if you have none, that's okay too. I
20 don't think anyone will argue about that. Especially
21 the two members that still have to travel up here this
22 week. All right. A- -- and look, just because you
23 don't have them now, that's not a problem.
24 As always with these -- oh, and I see Jacob. I

o0 see you have a question. Don't worry; I won't shut
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1 down. Um, but I'll continue on with the PSA.

2 Um, if you don't, um, i= == if you don"t think of
3 one until a little bit later, please reach out to

4 Jackson Peal [ph]l, uh, in our office and, uh, we will
5 get you responses to those whether you need them by

6 phone, television, uh, video, uh, or written.

7 Okay, and I see also that John Kennedy has a

8 question so, what I'm going to do right now, uh, I'm

9 going to go ahead and, uh, Jacob, uh, you are up, sir.
10 Uh, please feel free to, uh, to ask your question
11 of the members. Or you can write it. I don't know, uh,

12 if you can --

13 [crosstalk]

14 REP. JENNE: Oh, there you are.

15 MR. OGLES: Um, can you hear me?

16 SPEAKER 1: Yes.

17 SPEAKER 2: Yes, sir.

18 SPEAKER 3: We can hear you.

19 MR. OGLES: I wanted to ask, a decade ago, you

20 had issues that the courts found with people planting
21 maps through private citizens and, uh, having things
22 submitted that the legislature considered on the

23 premise it was suggestions from the public but was

24 really from, from insiders in Tallahassee.
25 Uh, it- -- should there be more of a focus on
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il making sure there's transparency on what is coming in
2 through the open channels you have, as opposed to

3 trying to get more voices a- -- and more potential

4 ways that information may be delivered through third-
5 parties [inaudible] on other people's behalf? Is there
6 a way to focus on transparency rather than, um,

7 creating more channels for --

8 [crosstalk]
9 MR. OGLES: -- to deliver maps?
10 REP. JENNE: I can see, uh, that, two of my

11 members immediately unmuted their, uh, er, their

12 screens, um, so, we're, we're, first, we're going to
13 hear from two of them right now.

14 First, we'll hear from Representative Skidmore

15 and, then, Representative Geller, uh, in response to
16 Jacob's question. Thank you, Jacob.

17 REP. SKIDMORE: Thank vyou, Leader. Thank you,

18 Jacob, for the question. So, it's -- it's a- -- almost
19 a question of quality over quantity and I don't think
20 that one, um, is supersedes the other.

2l There is, a, uh, certainly, a question of making
22 sure that information is coming from a real

23 individual. Um, if we are doing things electronically,
24 digitally, uh, we want to make sure that they're, you

25 know, I am not a robot.
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1 Um, uh, but there's no reason why we should

2 stifle anyone who is, 1s wanting to participate from
3 being able to have that access. S0, I don't disagree
4 that there were maybe, uh, some shenanigans last, uh,
5 time around.
6 Um, but there's no reason why we are not better
7 at, um, at, uh, identifying that and better at
8 providing additional access to the people of Florida.
9 REP. JENNE: Representative Geller?
10 REP. GELLER: I don't think it's a choice between
11 transparency and openness, Jacob. Um, we need
12 transparency. Nobody here is saying anything other
13 than that. That's critical. But we don't have to
14 choose one or the other. We need both.
15 And let me just say that, when it comes to input
16 from the people of Florida, as opposed to, uh, the --
17 well, criminal acts, as far as I'm concerned, that
18 occurred last time, of misrepresentation and fraud,
19 that led to the courts striking down the- —-- two of
20 the three maps that were drawn -- um, I, for one, am
21 not going to stand by and let that kind of criminality
22 stifle the voice of the people of Florida.
23 We can't allow that to say, oh well, we might --
24 we can't listen to the public because it might be

25 somebody breaking the law or committing some dastardly
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il act.
2 We need to be vigilant to make sure that that

3 doesn't occur, but we still need to listen to the

4 voice of people of Florida and we need that openness

5 while we have increased and full transparency, &as

6 well.

7 REP. JENNE: Absolutely. An- -- and I would say

8 this to, uh, eh, also, in response to your question,

9 Jacob. Um, as someone who was there the last time,

10 eventually, the folks that were doing wrong, they got
11 caught.

12 They eventually got caught. The problem is the

13 way it's currently written, there's no punishment when
14 you make a violation of this kind. Ther- there's no

15 teeth attached to it.

16 Um, a- and i- if I'm being completely honest, T
17 stand by this. Um, I filed it for a couple years about
18 seven years ago, but we probably should have an

19 independent redistricting commission 1f we really want
20 to get away from all the partisan rancor and
21 everything else that comes along with this in
22 competition.
23 But that didn't happen, so we're stuck with the
24 vehicle we're in right now. So, we've got to make this

25 work and we just think one of the ways to make it work
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il better is to have those people come in.

2 And, I think, after last time, uh, folks like

3 myself and other members a- and staffers, uh, will be
4 much more aware of the potentiality of that occurring.
5 Um, but I would note that, even though it took a long
6 time to come out in the wash, it did eventually come

7 out in the wash. And, we know, uh, who the bad actors
8 were, last time.

9 All right. Uh, up next, a question from John
10 Kennedy. Uh, John, you want to go ahead and ask that

11 question?

12 MR. KENNEDY: Yes, thank you. Um, really I- -- I-
13 -- I- -- [inaudible] we've spoken -- we've spoken to
14 the, uh, you know, Republican leaders of redistricting

15 on this topic a- and you have, too, with this question
16 about public hearings.

17 Uh, they have not really answered it, that

18 thoroughly. Um, they have raised some court, uh,

19 rulings that short of down-played the, uh, influence
20 of communities of interest, for example, uh, on the,
21 uh, process.

22 But, I guess I'm wondering, uh, I- -- I'm asking
23 you to all to speculate, um, uh, is the Republican

24 leadership just trying to limit the public record when

25 it comes to future court r- reviews of, of district
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il maps?

2 And I wonder if you think, entering into the

3 regular session, uh, will committee hearings also be

4 limited when it comes to public testimony, uh, g- --

5 going forward? Uh, I wonder what you're thinking of,

6 uh, the direction this is sort of headed.

7 REP. JENNE: All right. Uh, whenever I see Joe

8 Geller's mouth start working like that, I know he's

9 got something to say. So, I'm going to get out of the
10 way and let Joe answer that one.

11 REP. GELLER: You know, uh, you're right, John. I
12 haven't gotten anything definitive. I've brought this
13 up twice in a full committee. Uh, the chair has yet to
14 say definitively that they won't do anything.

15 Our proposal is to make 1t as easy as possible.
16 We understand that actually engaging in that roadshow
17 would be difficult and so would getting all the

18 members to convene in Tallahassee, uh, to sit there

19 with the committees to hear testimony. Uh, that's not
20 on the schedule and that would be difficult.
21 But Zoom solves those problems. The argument
22 that, well, the committees of interest aren't
23 necessarily entitled to be undivided, that really
24 assumes that that's the only testimony they're going

25 to hear from people. That's manifestly not true.
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i We have no idea what the people are going to say,

2 given an opportunity. That's why we need to give them
3 the opportunity so we can find out what they have to
4 say. There's no reason not to do this. It is my hope
5 that they will yet see the light and that they will

6 allow the public a voice.

o REP. SKIDMORE: I, I will just echo what Rep.

8 Geller has said. I know Representative Daley and I

9 have also, um, asked for, uh, access -- public access
10 -- in the way of public meetings.
11 Th- -- the portal, the website is great, but it

12 is very challenging, um, and there is a portal where
13 people can type in, um, their message, um, but we're-
14 -- we don't have a real good idea of who is going to
15 read that message, if it's going to read aloud in- --
16 at committes meetings, if all committee members will
17 receive it, you know, as a document at some point.

18 But the, you know, th- these are some of the

19 things that people have said. So, there are many more
20 questions than ar- -- th- -- than there are answers,
21 right now. We keep asking the questions. We're hoping
22 for some answers, SO0O0I.

23 REP. JENNE: Yeah. An- -- and I, I think y- --
24 you both hit it right on the head. Um, you know, it

25 is- -- this is what it is, right now, and we need to -
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il - we need to see what happens an- -- but we will get
2 there.
3 Um, and, uh, anyway. So, we'll jump to the, uh,

4 the next question and, given the fact that we've been
5 on for almost a half-hour, uh, this will be the last
6 question but, please, as I said at the onset to this,
o if you have any follow-up questions or anything else -
8 - a new one that pops into your head -- please; do not
9 hesitate. Uh, reach out to Jackson Peal or any one of
10 us, individually, and we'll get there.
11 So, uh, with the last question, we have Joe
12 Byrnes [ph]. Joe, uh, with WMFE. Uh, Joe asked, uh,
13 so, we heard early on about supposed maps for
14 congressional district seven. To what extent are the
15 maps already drawn even before public input and
16 hearings? That is a very, very good question, Joe.
17 Um, it is one that no one on this line -- myself,
18 Representatives Skidmore and Geller -- uh, are privy
19 to the knowledge to answer that question. Uh, I do not
20 know. Um, that's one of the things that we have
21 sSerious concerns over.
22 Uh, just last year, with our elections law, uh,
23 we found out that, when you assume that a legislator
24 and legislative staff is writing a piece of

o5 legislation, that that's where it's coming from. Uh,
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1 we found that was not the case, that a political

2 party, um, had written that law, presumably, um, t- to
3 make it, uh, an easier playing field for themselves.

4 So, this just happened this year. In 2021, we had
5 this happen. Um, so I think all of us a- are greatly

6 concerned. I think that Tom Leek is an honorable man

7 and will do his best to, uh, avoid influence like that
8 but, again, we work in a somewhat paramilitary

9 structure, uh, where even because you hold a high rank
10 does not mean, ultimately, you are calling said shots.
11 So, uh, we, I think, right now, i- -- it's very
12 difficult to ascertain, um, but I do think that if, if
13 there are maps that are very far along and have been
14 drawn out and look like things th- -- that we may end
15 up voting on, I think that's a significant problem and
16 it will be a significant question, moving forward.

17 So, we'll have to wait and see but, uh, I happen
18 to -- a- and maybe I'm just being silly, but I happen
19 to like Tom Leek, me and Tom get along really well --
20 um, so, my fingers are crossed. Um, but I also know my
21 fingers were crossed last time and, uh, things didn't
22 go guite as planned.

23 So, w- —-- we'll have to wait and see a- and I

24 think that's important. That's why we want to be out
25 in front of this and get people to the table -- get
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il cur communities to the table, now -- is so we can put

2 those potential rumors and questions to bed very
3 early, um, so they don't come in and really infect the
4 process w- with a, uh, uh, an organism we do not need

5 involved. All right.

6 REP. GELLER: [crosstalk] Let me just add to that
i —_

8 REP. JENNE: Please. Please.

9 REP. GELLER: I like and trust Tom Leek, as well,

10 but how would he even know? If somebody's put a map
11 together a- -- and sneaks it in, uh, there may be no
12 way that he would know, uh, you know. He is an

13 heonorable guy but there's a lot of players and a lot
14 of actors. I hear these dark rumors.

15 You know, if we found out that was the case, we
16 would react very negatively but, for the moment, it
17 seems to be more in the nature of just, uh, vyou know,
18 it's just a rumor and it's a suspicion. But, uh, I

19 would encourage our friends in the press: keep

20 digging. And, if you find something, please let us

21 know.
22 REP. JENNE: All right.
23 REP., SKIDMORE: Certainly, we haven't been

24 presented with any maps, so.

25 REP. JENNE: Yeah. We'll have to walt and see.
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8 the members for being here. Again,

13 day.

14 MALE: Thank —--
15 [recording ends]
16

17

18

19

20

2k

22

23

24

25

1 But, Joe, I do think that is a very legitimate
2 gquestion, um, and it's one that I would like to know

3 the answer to, as well. But, unfortunately, just not

4 privy to that, yet. All right. With that, thank you

5 all so much --

6 REP. SKIDMORE: Thank ycu.

7 REP. JENNE: -- all the members of the press and

if you need

9 anything followed-up on or any, uh, original --
10 AUTOMATED VOICE: Recording stopped.
11 REP. JENNE: Oh. Come talk to us. Call Jackson

12 Peal. Thank vou, everybody. Enjoy the rest of your

Page 23
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