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1 (Recording begins.)
2 SENATE PRESIDENT SIMPSON: Good afternoon.
3 It's good to be here this afternoon. We -- obviously

4 nice to get our first floor session behind us. We're
5 prepared to take questions. If there's anything

6 dealing with the redistricting area, Senator Rodrigues

7 is here to try and answer those gquestions.
8 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: (Indiscernible.)
g SENATOR RODRIGUES: What I would say is I

10 didn't learn of the governor's map till this week.

11 I've been focused on the map we passed out of committee
1.2 and that we were bringing to the floor today. This is
13 a legislative process. We passed our map. We're going
14 to walt for the House to bring forth the map, and then
15 the two of us are going to have to get together and

16 reconcile. We'll see what that looks like, and we'll
17 take it one day at a time.

18 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: (Indiscernible.) Under
19 the existing congressional map, there's only one

20 protected district with a majority of black wvoters.

21 Our map keeps a majority black district. Both the

R2 Senate and House map, by contrast, contain no majority
23 black districts. 1I'd like you to respond to that and
24 also respond to this statement. She said that

25 Congressional District 5 is, qguote, "an
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1 unconstitutional gerrymandering I think the existing

2 map that the Senate and the House approved in 2015."

3 SENATOR RODRIGUES: Well, what I would begin
4 with is T'm not going to get into a debate with the

5 governor's office through the media acting as a proxy.

6 What I would refer you to is —-- what I said at the

7 outset was we were operating under the parameters that
8 the eceourt offered in the legislatieon —— the lawsuits.
9 Excuse me -- in the lawsuits that occurred after the

10 last round of reapporticnment. And it is clear from

11 those lawsuits that our responsibility in creating

12 these maps is to ensure there's no retrogression. We
13 are a hundred percent confident that there is no

14 retrogression with the map that we have passed off the
15 floor today. 2And we are prepared to defend that map in
16 court if necessary.

17 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: (Indiscernible.) It

18 passed Lthe TU.5. Biuprenme Court, federdl colirtia. But the
19 governor said, (indiscernible) pointed out, that it's
20 gerrymandering and unconstitutional. I'm not asking

2. you to necessarily respond to the governor because

22 {({indiscernible). But philosophically, do you have any
23 concerns about CD 5 {indiscernible) is somehow

24 unconstitutional? Or do you have any concerns about

25 the east and west configuration?
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1 SENATOR RODRIGUES: The operating premise
2 that the Senate operated under was that which was

3 ordered by the court was in and of itself

4 constitutional.
5 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: (Indiscernible.)
6 SENATE PRESIDENT SIMPSON: What I would say

7 is that, if a constitutional carry bill gets to the
8 Senate floor and it's heard on the Senate floor, then I
9 will vote yes. I would support that on the floor.
10 UNIDENTIFIED MALE: (Indiscernible.)
11 SENATE PRESIDENT SIMPSON: As all other
1.2 bills, I do not get involwved until they get to the
13 floor. And those senators are working bills through
14 the committee today as you heard. And if the bill gets
15 to the floor, then I would be -- I would vote in the
16 affirmative. Thank you. Thank you, guys.
17 (Recording ends.)
18
19
20
i,
22
23
24

25
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