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1 PRESIDENT SIMPSON : Welcome this evening . 

2 I think we've got about another hour to go , but we had a 

3 small break , so I' m happy to try to answer any 

4 

5 

quest i ons . 

MALE REPORTER: Senator Simpson, in all 

6 likelihood . The Senate ' s about to pass a historic 

7 abortion bill . What ' s your message? It ' s been a long 

8 time coming for opponents of abortion. What ' s your 

9 message to people t hat have been waiting for this for a 

10 long time? 

11 PRESIDENT WILTON : Yeah , I think that , 

12 you know , the courts , over the years , have continued to 

13 define as technology has gotten better and the courts 

14 have been able to take new positions as it relates to 

15 being pro- life . And I think the Senate is going to pass 

16 a bill that will pass the muster with the Supreme Court , 

17 The United States Supreme Court , for the first time in 

18 many years . You ' re going to have a bill that I believe 

19 is what will be tolerated in the U. S . Supreme Court. 

20 And I think it ' s a great day . 

21 And I know we ' ve said i t many t imes about 

22 the Lark . I hope we can put money in the budge t that 

23 will remain for that form of pro-life also , right? And 

24 so I think there ' s many options here , and I think it ' s a 

25 great day for families . 
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But what I ' ll also say is the things that 

we ' re doing for children who need to be adopted and 

fostered and all the things that we ' re doing in the 

chi l dren ' s program f i ts r i ght into that theme o f not 

only being pro- life but being pro- child . 

FEMALE REPORTER : -- immigration bill 

that also and unaccompanied migrant children are 

under the definition that are unlawful in the state. 

What do you say to a reunification process for those 

children? 

PRESIDENT WILTON : I think that Senator 

Bean spent a lot of time on the floor with that bill 

yesterday . I think it was yesterday. And I think 

unlawf ul means unlawful . So I think that bill is very 

well defined, and I think that , you know , we ' ve passed -

- I think we ' ve passed that bill now to the House , and 

so we ' ll see if they take it up . 

MALE REPORTER: Mr . President , I think I 

think the House ' s data privacy bill got referred over 

here . Do you anticipate havi ng a committee hearing? Do 

you ant icipate hearing t hat bill a t any leve l o r a t t his 

point? 

PRESIDENT WILTON : Data privacy is very 

24 important to our constituents . If we can come to an 

25 agreement with our chamber . We were very uncomfortable 
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1 last year because of the cal l s of action . I know the 

2 Speaker and hi s team and the House have worked very hard 

3 to get this in order , so it ' s something we ' re taking 

4 very serious l y . 

5 MALE REPORTER: But from a logistics 

6 perspective , do you plan on doing a committee hearing? 

7 Would you call another committee to do it or bring it up 

8 on the floor? What would your preference be in that 

9 

10 

regard? 

PRESIDENT WILTON : No . We have not 

11 decided those things yet . And so if we come to an 

12 agreement then certainly we have multiple options . 

13 FEMALE REPORTER : what about civil 

14 e nforcement? Because that ' s really been the sticking 

15 issue . It ' s wh at killed the bill last year . 

16 PRESIDENT WILTON : Which bill? 

17 FEMALE REPORTER : On the data privacy . 

18 

19 

20 

PRESIDENT SIMPSON : The private cause of 

a c tion? 

FEMALE REPORTER : Yeah . Where would you 

21 be on t hat? Woul d yo u --

22 PRESIDENT WILTON : We have many senators 

23 working on that bill , includi ng Senator Bradley, that 

24 are lawyers . And so I will take a look at their 

25 recommendations and make a decision based on that . 
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1 FEMALE REPORTER : -- there was , seems to 

2 be , behind the scenes on the abortion bill , so much 

3 bipartisan support for that exception for victims of 

4 crime, i mpregnated i n rapes and human tra f f i ck i ng by 

5 coercion . What do you make of the fact that that 

6 amendment is not making it in? 

7 PRESIDENT WILTON : I think the will of 

8 the body didn ' t move that amendment . And I think 

9 Senator Stargil gave a very i mpassioned answer to that 

10 question , is like, okay , after 15 weeks , that is a 

11 child . And so the argument i s that , should you kill a 

12 baby after 15 weeks because i t was done under certain 

13 circumstances , right? And so I think she did a very 

14 good debate on the bill . I think she had a good 

15 argument to that issue, and she won her issues . 

16 MALE REPORTER: - - think the 15 weeks is 

17 far enough, or do you feel l i ke it needs to go even 

18 longer? 

19 FEMALE REPORTER : What do you say to 

20 those mothers? 

21 PRESIDENT WILTON : I t hink 15 wee ks is as 

22 far as the Supreme Court wil l let us go . 

23 FEMALE REPORTER : What do you say to 

24 those mothers who have these crucial tests after the 15 

25 weeks that show that this might not be a child that has 
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any sort of quality of life , but they don ' t get those 

tests until well after 15 weeks . And there ' s really --

after that , there ' s no the decision is made for them , 

and they ' ve tol d those s t ories and have those a ffected 

you and what do you say to those mothers? 

PRESIDENT WILTON : There are options in 

the bill that allow for those under certain 

c i rcumstances , right? With having -- going and 

consulting doctors , I think there ' s an area where you 

have to , if you get two doctors to confirm that ' s the 

case , then you would still h ave option s . And put -- to 

keep this in context , you know, and Senator Stargil gave 

a very brave story yesterday hersel f. I was adopted, 

and I could h ave been on the othe r side of this argument 

also . So when you think about being pro- life , we ' re -

we ' re giving 15 weeks as a state . And the U. S . Supreme 

Court , I believe , and it hasn ' t yet , but I believe they 

will uphold that . And so there are all options on the 

table until 15 weeks . And so I just think that under 

certain circumstances , after 15 wee k s , there ' s still 

opt i o ns . 

FEMALE REPORTER: Sir , what' s going on 

23 with the education budget? 

24 MALE REPORTER: -- the House is going to 

25 p ass its map tomorrow . They put it on your bill , and 
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1 they ' re going to send it back . We got a week to go . 

2 Where ' s this landing? Are you guys headed to impasse or 

3 you ' re going to be able to work out a bill by t h e end of 

4 

5 

. ? sess l on . Are we go i ng to have our congress i ona l map? 

PRESIDENT WILTON : I guarantee we will 

6 eventually have a congressional map. 

7 MALE REPORTER : But when? I mean 

8 PRESIDENT SIMPSON : Stay tuned. 

9 MALE REPORTER: But as of right now , are 

10 you inclined to not? What ' s your position on the 

11 congression al map right n ow? 

12 PRESIDENT WILTON : No , we have not gotten 

13 a full briefing and detail of the House map . I believe 

14 the House map is in order . I believe it ' s 

15 constitutional . I believe the speaker and his team have 

16 done a tremendous job putting that map together . And so 

17 I don ' t see any reason why we wouldn ' t pass that map . 

18 But again , it ' s not in our chamber yet . 

19 MALE REPORTER: Back to abortion . Any 

20 fear about blowback, pushback from the voters in 

21 November? 

22 PRESIDENT WILTON : When you do the right 

23 thing , the blowback gives is the blowback. 

24 FEMALE REPORTER : Sir , can you tell us - -

25 MALE REPORTER : President Simpson , today 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0005572 

JX 0039-0007 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-39   Filed 09/26/23   Page 7 of 17



3/3/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 8 

1 there ' s a bunch of major bil l s that Governor DeSantis is 

2 basically his agenda , but there ' s also , in a couple of 

3 different instances , places where you're seemingly 

4 p r epared to defy h i m. Redi stricti ng perhaps . There's 

5 no gas tax moratorium and your water bill , perhaps . 

6 Do you think , on the whole , he ' ll be 

7 satisf ied with your work in the legislature and not be 

8 perhaps as vindictive with h i s vetoes? 

9 PRESIDENT WILTON : I think the governor 

10 served in Congress , so he knows what it ' s like to be 

11 part of a legislative process . And he's clearly been 

12 our governor for three years. He ' s had wins . And the 

13 big winner of these bills that we ' re doing is the State 

14 of Florida . And collectively, what the House and Senate 

15 will produce , I believe , are substantial wins for this 

16 state . 

17 And I think when the sum total of what 

18 gets completed by next Friday is completed, then I think 

19 the governor wil l not see thi s as wins and losses 

20 because they ' re maybe advocated for something that 

21 didn ' t happen . We advoca t e i n t he Senat e f or maybe a 

22 dozen items , two dozen items that won ' t happen . Is that 

23 a loss? It ' s the same posit i on for the House 

24 And so I don ' t think there ' s wins and 

25 losses here . Here ' s what I think . I think the State of 
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1 Florida has come through this pandemic as good as any 

2 state in this union . I think better . When you take a 

3 look at it from an economic perspective, we ' re creating 

4 about half of a l l the jobs i n the country that ' s been 

5 created the last quarter . When you look at having a 

6 free and open state or children being educated and other 

7 problems that we don ' t have , I think to single in on any 

8 one particular thing as a fa i lure is taking the wrong 

9 approach . 

10 FEMALE REPORTER : Sir , what ' s going on 

11 with the education budget? I thought earlier that the 

12 budget meetings were bumped on education. Is there a 

13 sticking point that you can talk about? 

14 PRESIDENT WILTON : I haven ' t seen the 

15 points yet that have not been taken . So if they get 

16 bumped, then we will be taking a look at that . 

17 FEMALE REPORTER : Can I get you a comment 

18 on the $20 million appropriation occurring to Pasco 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

County Mayo --

24 Pasco County . 

PRESIDENT SIMPSON : Pasco County? 

FEMALE REPORTER : The Moffi t . 

PRESIDENT SIMPSON : Moffi t t . 

FEMALE REPORTER : I ' m sorry, Moffitt , in 

25 PRESIDENT WILTON : Or we ' re going to get 
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1 

2 

3 

Mayo also . 

FEMALE REPORTER: Yeah. 

PRESIDENT SIMPSON : Welcome . 

4 FEMALE REPORTER : Just i s , you know , $20 

5 million times 30 years , that 's a $600 million investment 

6 in your backyard . Can you kind of talk about how big of 

7 a priority t hat is for you and if you have confidence 

8 that the House will continue to put it in the budget --

9 PRESIDENT WILTON : You know, in Moffitt 

10 last year we had some tremendous wins , and when I say 

11 we , I mean , collectively , not only the State of Florida , 

12 but the United States and the world. This facility will 

13 rival any cancer research center over the planet when 

14 we ' re finished with it , when Moffitt is finished with 

15 it . And so when you think about the lives that will be 

16 saved ten years from now , many tens of thousands , 

17 probably annually , because of the research that will be 

18 done at Moffitt . Not only Moffitt , but we have 

19 Sylvester and others in the state and - - that are 

20 working very hard . I ' m very proud . 

21 And in my backyard, I mean , Pasco County , 

22 my backyard has chickens in i t . It ' s about 40 miles 

23 from my backyard, but nonetheless in Pasco County . But 

24 we ' re very proud of the work that I believe Moffitt will 

25 accomplish there . I hope the House will take that up . 
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1 Clearly, we ' re looking a t trying to fast track this 

2 process , because when we get finished with it , it will 

3 mean literally tens of thousands of lives will be saved 

4 annually from cancer . 

5 MALE REPORTER: A big chunk of that 

6 funding is zeroed out totally right now . I think even 

7 the Senate said it ' s zeroed on the spreadsheet . Is that 

8 at all deterring for you? 

9 PRESIDENT SIMPSON : No . 

10 FEMALE REPORTER : Mr . President , is the 

11 long term vision for Republican leadership on full ban 

12 on abort i on . Like , is this the politically feasible 

13 step right now? 

14 

15 

16 

17 

PRESIDENT WILTON : 

have to ask future leadership . 

FEMALE REPORTER : 

FEMALE REPORTER : 

I think that you ' ll 

Can you talk about -

-- students protests 

18 that don ' t say gay bill across the state and here in 

19 capital , do you have a message to those students who 

20 were protesting the bill i tself? I know it ' s not been 

21 in t he Sena te 

22 PRESIDENT WILTON : I always , the pages 

23 that come every week that we have every week , I always 

24 say that you will have a lot of rhetoric that you will 

25 be subjected to that you wil l have to make an evaluation 
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1 of . And so what I would say is for people who believe 

2 this is really a bad bill or really a grotesque bill , in 

3 some cases , don ' t say gay , this is parental rights bill 

4 and read the bill and then assess whether or not you 

5 think it ' s a bad bill . Because I believe that the 

6 argument , the political argument in our mainstream media 

7 has been lost . But the real ity is that when parents 

8 read this bill and understand that this is a parental 

9 rights bill , then it will be won again . 

10 FEMALE REPORTER : -- the budget . Will 

11 

12 

there be - -

13 the hook? 

14 

15 

16 

Thank God . 

MALE REPORTER: Did they just give you 

PRESIDENT SIMPSON : Did I get the hook? 

FEMALE REPORTER : follow up to what 

17 you just - -January Littlejohn , who had spoken in some 

18 committees , made a very powerful case about her daughter 

19 being cared for and done things with at school that she 

20 did not know about . But there ' s really nothing in the 

21 bill if there is a child who may be trans or gay or 

22 whatever - -

23 (End of recording . ) 

24 

25 
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