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1 JANUARY 26 , 2022 

2 CHAIRMAN LEEK : The Redi s t ricting Committ ee 

3 will come to order . 

4 DJ , please call the roll . 

5 THE CLERK : Chair Leek . 

6 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Here . 

7 THE CLERK : Vice- Chair Fine. 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Here . 

9 THE CLERK : Ranking Member Geller. 

10 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Here . 

11 THE CLERK : Representatives Andrade . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

REPRESENTATIVE ANDRADE : Here . 

THE CLERK : Avila . Avila. 

Bush . 

REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : Here . 

THE CLERK : Byrd. 

REPRESENTATIVE BYRD : Here . 

THE CLERK : Clemons . 

REPRESENTATIVE CLEMONS : Here . 

THE CLERK : Drake. 

Driskell . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Here . 

THE CLERK : Goff-Marcil . 

REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Here. 

THE CLERK : Grall . 
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REPRESENTATIVE GRALL : Here . 

THE CLERK : Grant . 

REPRESENTATIVE GRANT : Here . 

THE CLERK : J enne . 

REPRESENTATIVE JENNE : Here . 

THE CLERK : Latvala . 

REPRESENTATIVE LATVALA : Here . 

THE CLERK : Mariano. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARIANO: Here . 

THE CLERK : Omphroy. Omphroy . 

Payne . 

REPRESENTATIVE PAYNE : Here. 

THE CLERK : Robinson . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROBINSON : Here . 

THE CLERK: Rommel . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROMMEL : Here . 

THE CLERK : Sirois . 

REPRESENTATIVE SIROIS : Here . 

Audio Transcription 
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THE CLERK : Slosberg-King has been e xcused . 

Thompson . Thompson . 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Here . 

THE CLERK : Tuck. 

REPRESENTATIVE TUCK : Here . 

THE CLERK : Ex Officio Skidmore . 

REPRESENTATIVE SKIDMORE : Here . 
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1 THE CLERK : A quorum is present, Mr . Chair . 

2 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , DJ . 

3 Members , a few reminders before we begin . 

4 Please silence all electronic devices . And if you 

5 wish to make a public comment , please fill out a 

6 form and turn it into the Sergeant Staff . Also as a 

7 reminder f or our members and present ers , please 

8 ensure that you turn your microphone on when you are 

9 speaking and of f when you are finished. 

10 For those o f you who would like t o play 

11 along a t home , Vice- Chairman Fine and I have put the 

12 over/under on the length of this meeting at three 

13 hours . Place your bets accordingly. 

14 UNIDENTIFIED MALE : Oh , you ' re so smart . 

15 VICE-CHAIR FINE : I ' m the over . 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . You know, I have a 

17 great deal of faith in our members , and I went with 

18 the under . Vice-Chair Fine has less f aith, and he 

19 went with the over . 

20 Members , t oday is an exciting day. We ' re 

21 finally at a point in our Committee process to 

22 review the proposed State House Districts. You may 

23 feel li ke I ' m a broken record at this point, but 

24 education has been extremely important to me and 

25 Speaker Sprowls throughout this redistricting 
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1 process . 

2 Out the 120 members in the Flori da House of 

3 Representatives , only 5 members were around during 

4 the 2012 redistrict ing cycle , and a couple of those 

5 5 were in the Senate at the time . That means that 

6 115 of the members who are required to take a vote 

7 on these maps were completely new to redis t ricting. 

8 Likewise , it is -- it was by design that 

9 amongst our t hree redis t r i ct i ng committees , we have 

10 included a t o t al o f 62 members of t he Florida House 

11 o f Represent a t ives or over 50 percent of t he Florida 

12 House . 

13 I ' ve been encouraged that non- committee 

14 members have attended our meetings to s i t , listen , 

15 and learn from member , staff , and counsel 

16 presentations and when members have stopped by the 

17 Committee suite to ask technical and conceptual 

18 questions o f me and o f staff. 

19 I do not take lightly the fact t hat this is 

20 one of the t wo cons t itutionally required 

21 responsibilities that the Legislature must 

22 undertake , the other being passing a ba l anced 

23 budget , and that the outcomes of this process will 

24 guide Floridians for the next decade . 

25 I also want to thank this Committee . I 
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1 appreciate the diligence with which you have abided 

2 by our constitutional s t andards , especially our Tier 

3 1 standards that prohibit favoring or disfavoring 

4 political parties and incumbents . This process 

5 affects each and every one of us . As I ' m sure 

6 you ' ll observe today, even the region that I 

7 currently represent has a proposed new 

8 configu ration , and that ' s okay. It ' s part of this 

9 process . 

10 The redistricting process is one where it 

11 is tempting to let our personal wishes overtake our 

12 constitutional responsibility , and I am proud that 

13 this Committee has continually stayed above the fray 

14 and focused on completing the task at hand in a 

15 constitutionally compliant manner . 

16 For today ' s Committee meeting , I and a 

17 couple other members will walk through the proposed 

18 Committee substitut e t o explain reach r egion of the 

19 state . My goal is to describe how the districts are 

20 composed and their statistical highlights , so 

21 members have an understanding of the proposed 

22 district configurations . 

23 On a final note , you may have noticed that 

24 the very lengthy bill text for the State House Map 

25 was not included in the meeting materials for 
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1 today ' s meeting . The bill text reflects the 

2 t echnical census block, block group , and track 

3 numbers that comprise each district . These a r e the 

4 exact same dis t ricts that are depicted in the 

5 printed map before you. However , to save each of 

6 our printers and the 322 pages of paper , we printed 

7 a copy of the full bill text for the Committee ' s 

8 viewing , and you can find it right here in front of 

9 DJ . 

10 Now, I will hand the gavel over t o Vice -

11 Chair Fine . 

12 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : Mr . Chair, when the 

13 moment comes , I do have a preliminar y process 

14 question. If t hat ' s after the Vice - Chair speaks , of 

15 course , that ' s fine . 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : A prelimi na r y p r ocess 

17 question . So I ' ll explain the process . The process 

18 will be we will p r esent t he p r oposed Committee 

19 substitute , and then we will have questions , take up 

20 debate , and the like . That ' s the p r ocess . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : But I have a 

22 question. 

23 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Okay . What ' s your 

2 4 question? 

25 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : Is it t he int ent ion 
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1 of the Chair and the Committee that we will vote on 

2 this map today? 

3 CHAIRMAN LEEK : We will bring this map to a 

4 vote today . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : At this time , on 

6 behalf of the minority , I would like to request that 

7 the vote be deferred to whenever our next meeting is 

8 scheduled . There was a map that apparently is a 

9 later map that was only dropped -- I t hink i t was on 

10 Monday . 

11 We need more t ime . We ' ve talked about 

12 trying t o get some time with staff , but even 

13 internally , we need some more time . We are 

14 receiving public comment from people. I had people 

15 approach me today with comment on these maps from a 

16 const itutional standpoint . 

17 We understand that the Chair and the 

18 Committee and leadership i s committed to a n open and 

19 respectful process . And we simply we ' ve talked 

20 about this , and I don ' t speak just for myself. 

21 We ' ve talked about this among our caucus , and there 

22 is unreadiness to do this awesome task and have it 

23 leave this Committee as soon as this afternoon . 

24 Everythi ng else you ' ve talked about is 

25 wonderful . We look forward to hearing all that . 
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1 We ' ve got a lot of questions , and whoever took the 

2 over , I suspect is going to do we l l . But we would 

3 request that the vote on this awesome responsibility 

4 be deferred until the next Committee meeting . 

5 CHAIRMAN LEEK : I ' m just making sure you ' re 

6 done . Okay . Thank you . The request is denied . 

7 We ' ve been at this since September. We have had 

8 lots and lots of opportunity to learn , to review the 

9 maps . The map that you ' re talking about , I think if 

10 you let us actually get through it , you will see 

11 that the changes are minor , mostly technical , and 

12 designed to -- from the member input we ' ve largely 

13 received from your caucus. So I woul d say let us 

14 get through it . My intent is that we wi ll have a 

15 vote on this today but thank you . 

16 Vice-Chair Fine , you are r e cognized. 

17 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Thank you. 

18 Members , up for consideration today is PCS 

19 for HJR 7501 , joint resolution of apportionment . As 

20 a reminder, we ' re going to take all questions at the 

21 end of the presentation . 

22 Now Chair Leek -- un l ike most 

23 presentations , Chair Leek will be presenting it , but 

24 he ' ll be using others along the way . And rather 

25 than recognize each person , Chair Leek, you can just 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0003881 

JX 0031-0009 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 9 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 10 

1 recognize the folks who are going to assist you with 

2 the presentation along t he way . 

3 And with that , Chair Leek, you are 

4 recognized to present the PCS . 

5 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , Vi ce- Chairman 

6 Fine . 

7 The Florida Legislature is d i rected to 

8 redistrict every 10 years following the decennial 

9 census to account for growing and shifting 

10 population in t he state . A decade ago , the Florida 

11 House maps were deemed valid and const i tutional by 

12 the Florida Supreme Court , and I 1 d like to read a 

13 quote from the 2012 ruling . 

14 11 A review of the House Plan and the record 

15 reveals that the House engaged in a consistent and 

16 reasoned approach , balancing the two Ti er standar ds 

17 by endeavoring to make districts compact a nd as 

18 nearly equal in population as possible , in utilizing 

19 political and geographical boundaries where feasible 

20 by endeavoring to keep counties and c ities together 

21 where possible . 

22 In addition , the House approached the 

23 minority voting protection provision by p r operly 

24 undertaking a functional analysis of voting strength 

25 in the minority district s. 11 
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1 We have upheld these standards in this 

2 process as well . 

3 As I mentioned earlier , this Committee has 

4 undertaken several months of education to understand 

5 the redist r icting process and uphold the high bar 

6 that was set for this chamber last decade . This 

7 week, we released proposed Committee substitute for 

8 HJ R 7501 , which proposes State House Di stricts that 

9 will be used in election cycles starting in 2022. 

10 This PCS has been drafted by the Committ ee 

11 staff with the advice of legal counsel based on the 

12 data from the 2020 census and elections data from 

13 the Florida Department of State to be i n alignment 

14 with the Florida Constitution , state and federal 

15 law, as well as court precedent . This map can also 

16 be found on redistricting.gov unde r the plan name 

17 HOOOH8013 . 

18 Members , I want to make sure each of you 

19 has a map packet in front of you . This contains a 

20 printout of the proposed map itsel f , a statewi de 

21 snapshot of statistics , the functional analysis data 

22 f or our protected minority districts , a l ist o f 

23 county shares of population, a l ist of city splits , 

24 and finally , the boundar y analysis report . All of 

25 these items will be referenced t hroughout t he 
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1 presentation today . So please fee l free to refer to 

2 your package as needed . The package is a l so 

3 available on our subcommittee ' s webpage on 

4 MyFloridaHouse . gov . 

5 As I move throughout the map , I and other 

6 presenters will describe each region of the state . 

7 As we come across an area of the state where t here 

8 has been a change from the PCB that was viewed in 

9 the subcommittee on today ' s PCS , we wil l 

10 specifically highlight t hose changes as well , so 

11 anyone and everyone understands where t here are 

12 differences . 

13 Now, let ' s dive in . Let ' s first look at 

14 the map as a whole. When compared t o the benchmark 

15 State House Map , the new proposed State House 

16 Dis tricts have several poi nt s o f i mprovement 

17 t h roughout our Tier 2 standards . 

18 When looking at a statewide average o f each 

19 district ' s compactness scores , we have been able to 

20 improve all three mathematical measurements o f 

21 compactness . The Reock score improved from . 43 to 

22 . 45 , the convex hull score improved from .80 to . 82 , 

23 and the Polsby-Popper score improved from . 43 to 

24 . 45 . 

25 Where feasible , we also worked to improve 
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1 visual compactness of districts , or the eyeball 

2 t est , such as no l onger having a district t hat 

3 stretches from Miami - Dade County to Collier County 

4 or a district that splits four counties in the Tampa 

5 Bay region . When looking at the number o f county 

6 splits , we ' ve kept similar t o the benchmark map , 

7 with 30 count ies split last decade and onl y 31 

8 counties split this decade. 

9 The ideal populat ion f or this decade ' s 

10 State House Dis t rict is 179 , 485 people . Ou r overall 

11 deviation range is 4 . 75 percent , which is well 

12 within t he acceptable legal level o f population 

13 deviation . Although this deviation increases 

14 slightly from last decade ' s range of 3 . 97 percent , 

15 we are proudly able to vastly improve the number o f 

16 cities split in our proposed map. 

17 In the benchmark map , there were 101 cities 

18 split , which is a l most 25 percent o f Flori da ' s 

19 i n corporated cities , and in the proposed new 

20 configurations , we ' ve been able t o decrease that to 

21 just 53 cities split , a near 50 percent improvement . 

22 Our proposed State House Districts are also 

23 drawn in compliance with Tier 1 of t he Florida 

24 Constitution . The proposed map is inclusive of 18 

25 protected black districts and 12 protected Hispanic 
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1 districts . All 3 0 of these protected minority 

2 districts have had an individual functional analysis 

3 on them to ensure t hat the new district 

4 configuration does not deny or abridge the equal 

5 opportunity of racial or language minorities to 

6 participate in the political process or to d i mini sh 

7 their ability to elect r epresentatives of their 

8 choice . And as we move throughout the map , I will 

9 highlight these districts as well . 

10 All of our districts consist of contiguous 

11 territory , and as I ' m sure you ' re aware , the 

12 Committee has also implemented safeguards to ensure 

13 that we do not draw districts with the intent to 

14 favor or disfavor a political party or an incumbent . 

15 Members , as we move through the 

16 presentation today, you will s e e an analysis tool 

17 referenced called the boundary analysis . Thi s is a 

18 r eport t hat is available in our map drawing 

19 application . It helps to quantify the percentage of 

20 Tier 2 compliant boundaries that are used for each 

21 district. Similar to compactness scores , this tool 

22 is to be viewed in context with the other two 

23 options and the sur r oundi ng region . There is no 

24 golden threshold to which we look when evaluating 

25 each district , but it se r ves as anot he r way t o 
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1 understand the compliance of what is in front of us . 

2 Now that we ' ve l ooked at the s t a t ewide 

3 overview, let ' s begin to review each region of the 

4 state . For each region , we ' ve included a quick 

5 reference in the PowerPoint to the benchmark 

6 district ' s compactness scores and boundary analysis 

7 when compared to the proposed districts. We will 

8 not touch on each data point for today ' s 

9 presentation , but we wanted to provide it f or ease 

10 of reference . 

11 Now , I ' d like to recognize Representative 

12 Byrd to present the first region . 

13 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD : Thank you , 

14 Chairman Leek. 

15 And we are going to start in Northwest 

16 Florida with Districts 1 through 4 , four districts 

17 able to be kept within three whole counties , 

18 Escambia , Santa F.osa , and Okaloosa. All 

19 municipalities are kept whole in these counties , 

20 including Pensacola , which serves as a boundary line 

21 for a portion of Districts 1 and 2 . 

22 District 4 is able to be kept wholly within 

23 Okaloosa County using the county l ine on t h ree sides 

24 and then as a bump on the top of the district , 

25 similar to the current district , in order to keep 
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1 the city of Crestview wholly within the district , 

2 and then uses I-10 for t he remainder of its northern 

3 boundary. 

4 As we follow these Tier 2 compliant borders 

5 for this district , it becomes 4 , 252 people over the 

6 ideal population of a district at 183 , 737 total 

7 population. And as a result , this becomes the 

8 district with the highest overall population 

9 deviation on t he map at 2 . 37 percent over . 

10 Districts 5 and 6 are made up of ent irely 

11 whole counties . District 5 is comprised o f Wal t on , 

12 Holmes , Washington , Jackson , and in Calhoun 

13 Counties. District 6 is solely Bay County. In 

14 order to keep a district only as a Bay County 

15 without having to break up another county line , this 

16 district becomes the district with t he lowest 

17 population deviation in the map at minus 4269 people 

18 under the ideal popula t ion at 175 , 216 total 

19 population , or 2 . 83 percent under . 

20 Districts 4 and 6 create a total deviation 

21 range of 4.75 percent , well , within the acceptable 

22 10 percent deviation range courts have given 

23 legislative redistricting plans . This range allows 

24 Bay County to remain whole and the city of Crestview 

25 to remain whole . 
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1 As the House did last decade and 

2 acknowledged by t he Supreme Court, sett ing the 

3 deviat ion range by balancing the equal popu lat ion 

4 standard wit h the other standards such as 

5 compactness and following existing political and 

6 geographical boundaries is appropriate . 

7 Districts 5 and 6 are made up of ent irely 

8 whole counties , scoring 100 percent on the boundary 

9 analys i s f ol l owing coun t y lines and represents an 

10 improvement from t he benchmark . 

11 We ' ll now move east across the Panhandle to 

12 Districts 7 and 9 -- or 7 through 9 , and t he re are 

13 t h ree districts wholly within 13 counties . District 

14 8 includes all of Gadsden County, which is the only 

15 majority black county in the state , and parts of 

16 Leon Count y . 

17 District 8 is a performing majority-

18 minority black dis t r i c t protected by Tier 1 o f t he 

19 Florida Constitution and is drawn similar t o the 

20 benchmark district . The black voting age population 

21 in this dis t rict decreases slightly compared to t he 

22 benchmark dist rict , but it is consistent with 

23 respect to the Florida Supreme Court precedent t o 

24 maintain exist ing majority- minority districts . 

25 A functional analysis conducted by staff 
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1 ensu res that the voting strength of the minority 

2 group i n both gener a l and p rimary elect ions does not 

3 deny or abr idge the equal opportunit y of r acial or 

4 language minorities to participate in the pol itical 

5 process to diminish their ability to e l ect 

6 representatives of their choice . 

7 Because of boundaries in District 8 , 

8 Tallahassee is split simi lar to the benchmark map , 

9 and in t his configurat ion , it is split into only two 

10 districts . To achieve t his , unfortunately, i t means 

11 splitting Jefferson County . This is due in l arge 

12 part because Jefferson County ' s boundaries go f rom 

13 the state line to the Gulf of Mexico , cutting off 

14 the rest of the Panhandle from the Big Bend. 

15 This decision is consistent with the 

16 methodology and applicati on o f t he constitutional 

17 standards throughout the map, as other cities in 

18 simi lar situations in counties with a p r otected Tier 

19 1 district are also split only twice. Specifically 

20 keeping both Gainesville and Ocala spl i t into just 

21 t wo other distr icts as we will see later. 

22 In addition , nearly 90 percent of 

23 Jeffe r son ' s County population is in the section 

24 with in District 9 and the split through the county 

25 entirely along U. S . Highway 27 . Dist r ict 7 is made 
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1 up of the remaining nine whole counties in this 

2 county combination , as we l l as a small part o f Leon 

3 County that is not in District 8 or 9 . District 9 

4 contains all of Madison County, in addition to the 

5 part of Jefferson County previously mentioned, as 

6 well as approximately 150 , 000 people in Leon County . 

7 Next, we ' ll move over t o Northeast Florida , 

8 where there are six districts wholly within two 

9 counties o f Nassau and Duval . Districts 13 and 14 

10 are perf orming black districts prot ected by Tier 1 

11 o f the Florida Constitu t ion . 

12 District 14 is also a majority- minority 

13 black district . These districts are located 

14 entirely wit hin Duval County, similar to t he 

15 benchmark districts , but both districts were able to 

16 be drawn in a more compact manner . 

17 The black voting age population in both 

18 district s decreases slightly compared to the 

19 benchmark districts but is drawn in a consistent 

20 manner with respect to Florida Supreme Court 

21 precedent maintaining existing majority- mi nority 

22 districts . 

23 That change -- the slight changes in voting 

24 age population are acceptable so l ong as a 

25 f u nctional analysis is conducted to ensure the 
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1 voting strength of t he minority group in both 

2 general and pri mary election is at a comparable 

3 level that exis t ed in the benchmark district . This 

4 analysis conduct ed by staff ensures that t he 

5 proposed district does not deny or abridge the equal 

6 opport unity of racial or language minorities to 

7 participat e in t he poli t ical process or d i minish 

8 their ability to elect representatives of t heir 

9 ch o i ce . 

10 Al l the dist rict s in t his count y 

11 combi na t ion have improved in terms of visual 

12 compactness and use o f ma j or roadways and waterways . 

13 The I - 295 Loop , St . Johns River , and Beach Boulevard 

14 are some examples of the boundaries used in this 

15 area to create Dis t rict 16 . District 17 uses the 

16 count y line , and t hey share a boundary on Beach 

17 Boulevard with Districts 1 6 and 14 . 

18 Unl i ke t he current map , no dis t r i ct uses 

19 t h e sharp angle of t he Nassau- Duval County line , 

20 which helps improve the compactness score of 

21 District 15 . District 12 in the southern part of 

22 t he Duval County primarily follows the St. Johns and 

23 Ortega Rivers along with the Flor i da East Coast 

24 Railway . 

25 Chair Leek, that is Districts 1 through 17 , 
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1 and I ' d now like to recognize Representative Sirois 

2 t o present t he next sect ion . 

3 REPRESENTATIVE SIROIS : Thank you, 

4 Representative Byrd . 

5 Moving into Central Florida , which includes 

6 Districts 10 and 21 through 24 , you see that every 

7 count y is kept whole except Alachua and Marion . 

8 These are both two big to be kept wholly within a 

9 House Dist rict , in addition to having a Ti er 1 

10 protected dist rict wi t hin t hem . 

11 This whole region is an improvement on 

12 visual and mathematical compactness compared t o t he 

13 benchmark districts in the area. Every district in 

14 this region improves compactness , except District 

15 23 , which is largely because of the water blocks in 

16 Citrus Count y that are a part o f the new census 

17 geography this redistricting cycle . 

18 As we move t hrough the region , every city 

19 i n Alachua County is kept wholly within a district 

20 except Gainesville . All of the Gainesville 

21 population is included in two districts , similar to 

22 the benchmark map . The municipal boundaries of the 

23 city of Alachua and Gainesville are interl ocked . To 

24 keep Alachua whole , six unpopulated blocks from 

25 Gainesville were included in District 10 along with 
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1 the entirety of four whole counties in Baker , 

2 Columbi a , Union , and Bradf o r d . Eve r y city in Marion 

3 County is kept whole except Ocala , which is split 

4 into two districts , similar to the deci s i ons to keep 

5 Gainesville and Tallahassee in just two districts as 

6 well a nd consistently apply our constitutional 

7 standards . 

8 District 21 is a perfor ming minority 

9 district p r otected by Tie r 1 of t he Florida 

10 Cons t i tut ion . This district is located as part of 

11 Alachua and Marion County in a similar way to t he 

12 current benchmark district . 

13 The black voting age populati on in this 

14 d i strict decreases slightly compared to the 

15 benchmark district , but it is drawn in a manner 

16 consiste n t with Florida Supr eme Cou r t p r ecede n t that 

17 states slight changes in voting age popul ation are 

18 accep t able so long as a functional anal ysis i s 

19 conducted to ensure the voting strength of the 

20 minority group in both general and primary e l ections 

21 is at a comparable level that existed i n the 

22 benchmark district . This analysis , as wi th our 

23 other p r otected dist r icts , has been conduct ed by 

2 4 staff . 

25 Dis tric t 24 , wholly within Mar ion County, 
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1 and the city of Ocala is split between this district 

2 and the prot ected District 21. 

3 Let ' s take a look at Clay, St . Johns , 

4 Putnam, and Flagler Counties in Northeastern 

5 Florida . The mathematical compactness of this 

6 region collectively improved compared to the 

7 benchmark. Although some districts went up and 

8 others may have gone down , the overall benefit to 

9 the region is an improvement . 

10 District 11 is wholly within Clay Coun t y . 

11 District 18 is wholly within St . Johns County, and 

12 the remaining part of St . Johns County is split into 

13 two districts in order to avoid having to split 

14 either Putnam or Flagler County . Every municipality 

15 in St . Johns County is whole , including St . 

16 August ine in proposed District 19 . 

17 As we move down towards Central Florida , 

18 Districts 25 and 26 are both wholly l ocated in Lake 

19 County, and the only municipality that is split is 

20 Leesburg between these two districts . Every other 

21 Lake County municipality is wholly located within 

22 one of the districts wholly within Lake County . 

23 Out toward the eastern coast , there are two 

24 districts wholly within Volusia County, Districts 28 

25 and 29 . Every municipality in Volusia County is 
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1 kept whole except Daytona Beach Shores , whose 

2 municipal boundaries are interlocked with the city 

3 of Port Orange . Only 13 people live in this part of 

4 the city that is split . In the benchmark , five 

5 cities in Volusia County are split . 

6 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Members , we ' re going to 

7 pause here to explain some of the changes in the PCS 

8 to Districts 20 , 21 , 24 , and 27 . This is t he first 

9 area where there is a change between the PCS before 

10 you and the HJR 7501 that passed the state 

11 Legislature subcommittee las t week . 

12 In this region, the primary change is the 

13 boundary between Districts 20 and 27 , which was 

14 adjusted to follow more easily recognizable 

15 roadways. The boundary of District 27 was changed 

16 from Southeast 1s t Str eet to a p r imary major 

17 roadway , State Highway 40. This also has a benefit 

18 of improving the boundary analysis scor es for bot h 

19 Districts 20 and 27 . 

20 A corresponding change to the boundary 

21 lines in no r theastern Marion County between 

22 Districts 20 and 27 was also made to account for 

23 this change in population between the districts . 

24 The boundary of Districts 24 and 21 also 

25 had some mi no r t echnical changes made t o help offset 
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1 the population deviations in these four districts , 

2 but otherwise , they a r e the same as they were 

3 before . The city of Ocala remains spl i t by just two 

4 districts, Districts 21 and 24 , to stay cons i stent 

5 with other policy choices throughout the map . 

6 The black voting age populat i on for the 

7 Tier 1 protected black District 21 remains exactly 

8 the same as it did before , and the funct i onal 

9 analysis , as with our other protected districts , was 

10 conducted by staff . 

11 Members , if you hear me reference a 

12 technical change , we ' re talking about adjust i ng a 

13 roadblock or other minor adjustment . We'll have a 

14 s l ide at the end of the presentation to demonstrate 

15 a few of these examples . 

16 

17 

18 

Rep r esentative Sirois , you are recognized . 

REPRESENTATIVE SIROIS : Thank you , Chair 

Leek . 

19 Now , let ' s move further down the coast and 

20 l o o k at Districts 31 through 34 . Indian River 

21 County is kept whole , and in order to keep a ll four 

22 districts within the overa l l population deviation 

23 range and still keep the districts in a compact --

24 excuse me -- stacked orientation , three 

25 municipalities in Brevard County are split , Palm 
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1 Bay, Melbourne , and Titusville. Every other 

2 municipality is kep t whol e in this r egion . 

3 These four districts are simi lar to the 

4 shape of the benchmark, but effort was made to 

5 choose boundary lines that are more recognizable 

6 rather than census block lines that sometimes travel 

7 through certain areas , particularly the barrier 

8 island areas , that do not follow other geographical 

9 features but may provide a slightly better 

10 compactness score . 

11 As a result , the average boundary analysis 

12 score of these four districts improves great l y , so 

13 that in the proposed map , the average percentage a 

14 d i strict follows something other than a recognized 

15 political or geographical boundary is under 10 

16 per cent . 

17 For example , the boundary between Distr i ct 

18 32 and 33 is a majo r r oad, State Road 1 92 , or 

19 municipal lines the entire way across the county. 

20 The boundary between Districts 31 and 32 is made up 

21 of waterways , the municipal lines of Rockledge and 

22 Satellite Bea ch , as well as the Pineda Causeway . 

23 The Central Florida region is an area of 

24 the state along the I - 4 Corridor that exper i enced a 

25 lot of population growth over the last decade . The 
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1 combination of Orange, Osceola, and Seminole 

2 Counties are able to f it 13 distri cts entirely 

3 within this 3 count y combination . Within t he 

4 original map heard in committee last week , five 

5 districts are kept wholly with Orange County, two 

6 with Seminole Count y , and one with Osceola County . 

7 Dist ricts 40 and 41 are performing black 

8 districts protected by Tier 1 of the Florida 

9 Constitution . These dist ricts are located ent irely 

10 within Orange Count y , similar to the benchmark 

11 distric t s in t he area , but were able to be drawn in 

12 a more compact manner and does not split t he city of 

13 Apopka as one of the current benchmark districts 

14 

15 

does. 

The black voting age population in these 

16 districts decreased slightly but are drawn in a 

17 manner consistent with Florida ' s Supreme Court 

18 precedent that stat es a functional analysis shou ld 

19 be conducted to ensure the voting strength of the 

20 minority group in both general and primary elections 

21 is at a comparable level that existed in t he 

22 benchmark district. 

23 This functional analysis conducted by staf f 

24 ensure that the proposed district does not deny or 

25 abridge the equal opportunity of racial or language 
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1 minorities t o participat e in the political process 

2 or diminish t heir ability t o elect representa t ives 

3 of their choice . 

4 Districts 43 and 46 are performing 

5 ma j ority-minori t y Hispanic districts protected by 

6 Tier 1 of the Florida Constitution . One district is 

7 locat ed entirely within Orange Count y. The ot her is 

8 entirely within Osceola County . 

9 The Hispanic voting age population in t hese 

10 district s decreased slight ly compared to t he 

11 benchmark dist ricts , bu t it is drawn in a consis t ent 

12 manner with respect to Florida Supreme Court 

13 precedent to maintain existing majority- minority 

14 districts . A functional analysis conducted by staff 

15 ensures Tier l compliance . 

16 District 47 is a new perf orming majori t y-

17 minority Hispanic district located within Osceola 

18 County and part o f Orange County while keeping t he 

19 city of St . Cloud whole . This district was drawn as 

20 a Tier 2 compliant district that happens to be a new 

21 performing majority- minority district that is 

22 consistent wi t h Hispanic population growth over the 

23 last decade . A f unctiona l analysis, as has been 

24 previously described, ensures Tier 1 compl iance . 

25 Throughout Orange County , as many major 
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1 recognizable r oadways are used as poss i b l e , while 

2 also keeping cities whole that were previous l y split 

3 in the benchmark such as Apopka . Only one 

4 municipality is split in Seminole County, Winter 

5 Springs , and as previously said, St . Cl oud in 

6 Osceola County is kept whole . 

7 Dis trict 44 has a significant Hispanic 

8 voting age population of just over 43 percent that , 

9 although doesn ' t perform now, it may in the futu r e . 

10 This is a significant Hispanic voting age population 

11 within the district that may have some influence in 

12 the electoral pe r formance of the distri ct . 

13 Districts 44 and 45 in East Orange County 

14 share a border that consists of I - 4 for a sma l l part 

15 in the southern end of that - - of the boundary line 

16 but then uses Sout h Apopka Vineland Road of the 

17 entirely excuse me -- for entirely the rest of 

18 t he eas t e r n boundar y between these two distri c t s . 

19 This is an example of an eas i ly 

20 recognizable roadway that was used , a four- lane 

21 divided roadway that the Census Bureau did not 

22 designate as a primar y or secondary road. So it is 

23 not included in the r oadway portion of the boundary 

24 analysis score , but it is still a recognizabl e 

25 boundary to use in this r egion cons i stent wit h 
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1 Supreme Court precedent . 

2 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . We'll pause 

3 here again to review some of the changes in the PCS . 

4 Five districts changed in thi s regi on 

5 compared to the original bill , Districts 39 through 

6 42 and 45 . You can see the whole area has had 

7 slight adjustments made in order to keep two more 

8 cities whole , Oakland and Edgewood, whi ch we ' ll talk 

9 about in more detail now . 

10 Between Districts 39 and 45 along the 

11 western border of Orange County , the boundary 

12 between the two districts previously followed along 

13 a primary road , Colonial Drive , which spilt the city 

14 of Oakland . In order to keep this city whole , the 

15 entire city was added to District 45 , which could be 

16 seen here as it now reaches up to Lake Apopka . 

17 To adjust for the population change , 

18 District 39 now goes a little further south to the 

19 Florida Turnpike , another major roadway . This was a 

20 small change that kept the majority of the boundary 

21 lines on primary roads and municipal lines , which 

22 also -- while also being able to keep a new 

23 municipality whole when compared to the original 

24 map . 

25 Now looking at Districts 40 , 41 , and 42 to 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0003902 

JX 0031-0030 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 30 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 31 

1 the east . The change between these three districts 

2 was gone in o r de r t o keep the ci t y of Edgewood whole 

3 within the district -- within Distr ict 42 , which was 

4 previously split by the boundary of 41 and 42 along 

5 primary road South Orange Avenue . 

6 Shifting this boundary to another p rimary 

7 road, South Orange Blossom Trail , allows the 

8 district to keep the city of Edgewood whole in 

9 District 42. 

10 An additional benefit of keeping Edgewood 

11 whole in District 42 was that the northern boundary 

12 of District 41 shifted to use West Colonial Drive , a 

13 major roadway , along the entire shared boundary of 

14 Districts 40 and 41. These changes also helped the 

15 mathematical and visual compactness of both 

16 districts . 

17 Finally , a further change was made to 

18 complete the population movement f r om Distr icts 42 

19 to 40 by moving the boundary between the two 

20 districts , Morris City Road (phonetic ) to the 

21 municipal lines of Maitland and Eatonville . This 

22 final boundary shift brings all three of the 

23 distric t s in this region into the overall deviation 

24 range the map had previously established . 

25 Rep r esent ative Sir ois -- or excuse me --
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1 Representat ive Robinson , you are recognized to 

2 present next . 

3 REPRESENTATIVE ROBINSON : Thank you , Chair . 

4 Now , let ' s t a ke a look at Pol k County . 

5 Mu ch like the ability to keep Bay County whole in a 

6 single district based upon population figures , Polk 

7 Count y was identif ied as a possibl e county where 

8 four districts could be kept entirely wi thin the 

9 count y wi t hout any other district crossing the 

10 count y lines . This is accomplished in t his map . 

11 This is considerably different t han in the 

12 benchmark, where Polk County had two districts and 

13 parts of three others included within it . Our two 

14 workshop opt ions highlighted two distinct 

15 alternatives to drawing these f our districts within 

16 the county, keeping every municipality whole in 

17 option A and much more visually and mathematically 

18 compact dis t rict s in option B. 

19 With the currently proposed configuration , 

20 those two concepts have been merged together as much 

21 as possible so that each of the four districts have 

22 good visual and mathematical compactness while also 

23 being able t o keep every city within Polk County 

24 wholly within a d i strict. 

25 As we look at the time the region that 
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1 includes Sumter , Hernando , and Pasco Counties , there 

2 is enough population t o form five districts within 

3 these three counties . Three districts are entirely 

4 within Pasco County , as in the benchmark, but 

5 because of population growt h , a fourth dis t rict must 

6 now include part of Pasco County as we l l . 

7 The shape of District 52 is primarily due 

8 to keeping Sumter County wholly within it and using 

9 the county bounda r y line for the entirety of the 

10 east ern portion of the dis trict . I t then continues 

11 t o use the Hernando County boundary as it travels 

12 west to its remaining population . Within Hernando 

13 County, the district uses the Suncoast Parkway and a 

14 small part of U. S . 98 for the entire western 

15 boundary. 

16 District 52 has a boundar y analysis score 

17 of 0 percent for nonpolitical or geographic 

18 boundaries when you look at the dat a packet. 

19 Another way to say it , that is 100 percent of its 

20 boundaries fall onto one of the recogni zed 

21 cat egor ies for boundar y usage . This is the only 

22 district other than the three districts in the map 

23 that are made up of only who l e counties to have a 

2 4 score of 100 percent . 

25 Dis trict 53 is the on l y d i str ict in this 
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1 region to cross county lines , but it is the most 

2 compactly shaped district with the highest 

3 compactness score of all three districts while 

4 following as many major roads as possible . The 

5 boundary lines between the districts within Pasco 

6 County all primary use roads that are recognizable 

7 s u ch as Little Road in western Pasco and I-75 and 

8 Old Pasco Road in the eastern part of the county. 

9 Moving to the Tampa Bay region , let ' s 

10 review Dis t ricts 57 through 72 . This decade , 16 

11 distric t s were able to be kept in the 3- county 

12 combination of Pinellas , Hillsborough , and Manatee 

13 County . Five districts were kept wholly in 

14 Pinellas , seven districts wholly in Hil l sborough , 

15 and two districts wholly in Manatee County . 

16 In the original map heard in Committee last 

17 week , only two districts crossed county lines , 

18 Districts 62 between Pinel las and Hi l lsborough and 

19 70 between Hillsborough and Manatee. 

20 District 62 is a performing b l ack district 

21 protected by Tier 1 of the Florida Constitution. 

22 The district is located as part -- as a part of 

23 Pine l las and Hillsborough County . The benchmark 

24 district also incl uded part of two other counties 

25 crossing into four counties in total . So this 
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1 configuration is a vast improvement in t he visual 

2 and mathematical compact ness to t he benchmark 

3 district. 

4 I t also vastly improves the boundary 

5 analysis , going from 30 percent of its borders 

6 following nonpolitical or geographic boundary to 

7 just 9 percent in t he p r oposed map . 

8 The black voting age population in this 

9 district increases slight ly compared to the 

10 benchmar k district , but it is d r awn in a manner 

11 consist ent with Florida Supreme Court precedent that 

12 states slight changes in voting age population 

13 either way is acceptable as long as a functional 

14 analysis is conducted to ensure the voting strength 

15 of that minority group in both general and primary 

16 election is at a comparable level that existed in 

17 the benchmark district . This analysis conducted by 

18 staff ensur es t ha t p r otect ion . 

19 District 63 is a perfor ming black distr ict 

20 protected by Tie r 1 of the Florida Constitution . 

21 This district is located entirely within 

22 Hillsborough County , similar to the benchmark 

23 district, and was abl e to be drawn in a more compact 

24 manner that follows much better boundar y lines 

25 overall when compar ed t o the benchmark district . 
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1 The black voting age population in t his 

2 district decreases slightly compared t o t he 

3 benchmark dist rict , but it is drawn in a manner 

4 consistent with Florida Supreme Court precedent . 

5 And the functional analysis ensures that Tier l 

6 protections are maintained . 

7 More municipalities are kept whole in 

8 Pinellas County compared to the benchmark , including 

9 the cit y o f Clearwat er , f or e xampl e . 

10 District 64 is another example o f a 

11 distric t t hat primarily uses major recognizable 

12 roadways in the area , in this case Gunn Highway, 

13 Sheldon Road , Hillsborough Avenue , and Veterans 

14 Expressway . This creates a compact district t hat 

15 shares a boundary with a protected black district 

16 and also happens t o be a majority-minority Hispanic 

17 district in Hillsborough County . 

18 Al l t he remaining distri c t s in Hillsborough 

19 County primarily use ma j or roadways , railways , or 

20 rivers whenever possible to create recognizable 

21 boundaries in the east ern part of Hillsborough 

22 County, which only has one incorporated 

23 municipality, Plant City, which is kept whole. 

24 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Here , again , we ' ll pause to 

25 discuss some changes in the PCS to Districts 61 , 62 , 
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1 69 through 72 . 

2 The difference between Districts 61 and 62 

3 in the PCS is that by adjusting the unpopulated 

4 water blocks that make up the tail of Hillsborough 

5 County from District 62 to District 61 , both 

6 districts improve in both visual and mathematical 

7 compactness . The districts now use I-275 and the 

8 Sunshine Skyway as a boundary line between them . 

9 Although this does technical l y bring 

10 District 62 into Hillsborough County, the Supreme 

11 Court has recognized that splits of cities or 

12 counties that contained zero population , as this 

13 one, do not count as another split of that unit of 

14 geography . So we made the decision to make this 

15 change in order to improve the compactness of 

16 Districts 61 and 62 . 

17 Moving further south into Manatee County, 

18 the district boundaries changed between Districts 71 

19 and 72 in order to keep the city of Bradenton whole 

20 within District 71 . These districts shared a 

21 boundary along U. S . 301 , which splits the city of 

22 the Bradenton in the original map , but in this new 

23 orientation , the city of Bradenton is able to be 

24 kept whole in District 71 , with District 72 taking 

25 in more of the unincorporated population to the 
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1 south of the city . This is a slight decrease in 

2 compactness , but a coequal Tier 2 consideration 

3 given an additional city is able to be kept whole . 

4 Districts 69 , 70 , and 72 also improved 

5 their boundary analysis score by following a railway 

6 all the way down through Hillsborough and Manatee 

7 Count y line t o creat e a more visually compact 

8 District 70 . Districts 69 and 72 uses the same 

9 railway as well and now have a shared boundar y a t 

10 the Hillsborough and Manatee County line . 

11 Thank you , Representative Robinson . 

12 We ' d like to recognize Representative Tuck 

13 to present the next section . 

14 REPRESENTATIVE TUCK : Thank you , Mr. Chair. 

15 Moving into Southwest Florida , we have 

16 Districts 73 through 80 --

17 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Representative Tuck, can 

18 you move that mic a little c l oser to you? 

19 REPRESENTATIVE TUCK : Better? Maybe? 

20 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Okay . Thank you. 

21 REPRESENTATIVE TUCK : Okay . 

22 This is another example where we were able 

23 to improve t he overall compactness of a region when 

24 compared to the current map while also keeping three 

25 districts wholly within Lee County , two wholly 
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1 within Sarasota County, and another whol l y wi thin 

2 Collie r County . Also , we wer e able to keep six more 

3 counties wholly wit hin a district . 

4 District 83 is made up of four of those 

5 whole counties in Hardee , Highlands , Okeechobee , and 

6 Glades Coun ty . Charlotte County, which , l i ke Bay 

7 County t his decade , was its own House District, 

8 served as the high end of the population devi ation 

9 in t he benchmark map . But with growth over the 

10 decade , the county ou t g r ew t he size of a House 

11 Dis t rict , and so the county must be spl it . 

12 Even though the county was split, dividing 

13 the county like we did in this configuration between 

14 Districts 75 and 76 using primari l y Cha r lotte Harbor 

15 and the Peace River resulted in helping the 

16 compactne ss of the enti r e r egion and was part of the 

17 key to keeping other districts wholly withi n 

18 Sar asota and Lee Counties respectively. 

19 Cape Coral was kept whole in a distr ict 

20 l ast decade but is now t oo big to be kept who l e in a 

21 State House District . However , in continuing the 

22 consistent approach to keeping districts wholly 

23 with in geogr aphic regions when feasib l e , the 

24 proposed District 79 is almost enti r ely withi n the 

25 ci t y limits , with 99 pe r cent of t he population 
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1 within the proposed district in the city of Cape 

2 Coral. 

3 North Port and Venice are also split due to 

4 the equal population reasons and both divided along 

5 major roadways . Every other municipality is kept 

6 whole in this region , including Fort Myers , Naples , 

7 and Sarasota , among others , with the exception of 

8 Longboat Key because the Sarasota-Manatee County 

9 line is kept intact , and this is one of the four 

10 cities in Florida t hat is divided between two 

11 counties . 

12 In the southeast portion of Florida , 

13 Districts 84 through 86 are made from St. Lucie and 

14 Martin Counties and include a small part of Palm 

15 Beach County . However , by having one of these 

16 districts go into Palm Beach County, in the case of 

17 District 86 , that enables eight other districts to 

18 be kept wholly within Palm Beach County . 

19 District 84 is kept entirely within St. 

20 Lucie County . Port St. Lucie is one of the 10 

21 cities too big for a House District . So it must be 

22 split , but all the other municipalities in Martin 

23 and St . Lucie County are kept who l e. 

24 This new configuration compared to the 

25 benchmark districts in this area are much more 
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1 compact and respectfu l of political and geographical 

2 boundar y l i nes . This results in much better visual 

3 compactness and more easily recognizabl e boundary 

4 lines . The western St . Lucie County l i ne is not 

5 crossed as was necessary a decade ago for equal 

6 population r easons . 

7 In Palm Beach Count y , eight districts , 87 

8 through 94 , a r e able to be kept wholly within the 

9 county . This is only possible when another 

10 district , District 86 f r om Martin County, t akes the 

11 right amoun t of population in Palm Beach County in 

12 the balancing act of population deviat i ons . In this 

13 case , Palm Beach County had approximately 57 , 000 too 

14 many people for eight State House Districts. So by 

15 including that amount of population in Distri ct 86 , 

16 no othe r dist r ict had to c r oss t he Palm Beach Count y 

17 

18 

lines . 

District 88 is a pe rfo rming majority-

19 minority black district protected by Ti er 1 of the 

20 Florida Constitution . This district is entirely 

21 within Palm Beach County, similar to the benchmark 

22 district , but this configuration is a vast 

23 impr ovement in visual and mathematica l compactness 

24 to the benchmark distr ict that results i n spl itting 

25 five fewe r cities t han it did in the benchmark plan . 
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1 The compactness scores of this district are 

2 vast l y improved, .08 Reock score i n the benchmark to 

3 a . 30 in this configuration , . 34 convex hull score 

4 to . 57 in the proposal . This allowed more 

5 municipalities t o be kept whole in t he county 

6 overall , as well improve compactness to all the 

7 districts in the region . 

8 The black voting age population in this 

9 d i strict decreases s lightly compared t o t he 

10 benchmark district , but i t is drawn in a consist ent 

11 manner with respect to Florida Supreme Court 

12 precedent t o maintain exis t ing majority- minority 

13 districts . A funct ional analysis also appropriately 

14 ensures Tier 1 compliance . 

15 District 89 is a compact , rectangular-

16 s h aped district tha t is -- t hat a l so happens t o be a 

17 majority-minority Hispanic district . The shape of 

18 District 93 i s largely due to keeping the c ity o f 

19 Wellington wholly within it , creating a point or 

20 arrow, but t hese are the municipal boundaries o f the 

21 city . 

22 Districts 90 , 91 , and 92 in the southern 

23 part o f the county keep every muni cipality whole and 

24 the configuration of all of these counties are 

25 mostly in order to accommodate keeping those cities 
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1 whole , such as Boca Raton and Delray Beach . 

2 The Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge 

3 along Distr icts 92 and 93 presents unique 

4 geographical considerations when drawing districts , 

5 as the entire area , which is unpopulated , is a 

6 single census block . That is the reason why those 

7 two dis tricts have the bend in their shapes along 

8 the western side of each district and why t he entire 

9 district lS included in District 94. 

10 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , 

11 Representat ive Tuck . 

12 I ' d like to now recognize Representative 

13 Byrd to expla in the next section. 

Representative Byrd. 14 

15 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD : Thank you , Chairman . 

16 In the original bill we hea r d last week , 

17 Broward County had nine districts whol l y wi thin the 

18 county and t wo other distric t s t hat crossed the 

19 Broward-Miami- Dade County line . There are no 

20 districts tha t c r oss the Palm Beach- Broward County 

21 line . 

22 Overall , the 11 total districts that make 

23 up the population of Browar d County have all 

24 improved in Tier 2 metrics when compared to the 

25 benchmark dis tric t s in t his r eg i on . The r egion ' s 
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1 compactness scores have also improved . More cities 

2 are abl e to be kept whole , including Ma r gate , North 

3 Lauderdale , and Dania Beach . 

4 The cities that are split for Tier 1 and 

5 population equalization reasons are spl it as few 

6 times as feasible while balancing other Tier 2 

7 considerations . For example , the city of Plant ation 

8 is split into three districts , which is an 

9 improvement over the benchmark whe r e Pl antation lS 

10 split five t imes . 

11 Districts 97 , 98 , and 99 in the northern 

12 part of Broward County and Districts 104 and 105 in 

13 the southern part of the county are performing black 

14 districts protected by Tier 1 of the Fl orida 

15 Constitution . Districts 97 and 99 are majori ty-

16 minority b l ack districts . 

17 Districts 97 , 98 , and 99 are enti re l y 

18 within Broward County , while Districts 10 4 and 105 

19 crossover into Miami - Dade County as we l l. They a r e 

20 all similar to the benchmark districts but drawn in 

21 a way that is more compact and where more cities are 

22 kept whole , such as Margate and North Lauderdale. 

23 The black voting age populati on in these 

24 districts are similar when compared to t he benchmark 

25 districts but are drawn in a consis t ent manne r wi t h 
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1 respect to Florida Supreme Court precedent to 

2 maintain existing majority-minority districts and 

3 that states slightly -- that states slight changes 

4 in voting age population either way is acceptable as 

5 long as a functional analysis is conducted to ensure 

6 Tier 1 compliance . 

7 District 103 contains all of Weston and is 

8 an otherwise compact district where almost 90 

9 percent of the district boundary follows municipal 

10 lines , major roadways , or the Browar d County line , 

11 only deviating to equalize population and also 

12 happens to be a majority- minority Hispanic district 

13 wholly within Broward County. 

14 District 100 borders two Tier 1 protected 

15 districts and follows a railway along the majority 

16 of its western boundary that it shar es with these 

17 two districts . The visual and mathematical 

18 compactness of the districts in south Broward County 

19 improved from the two workshop options in south 

20 Broward County. 

21 Districts 101 , 102 , 104 , and 105 come 

22 together at a single point along a major 

23 intersection of University Avenue and Sher idan 

24 Street , both divided four-lane state roads , State 

25 Road 817 and 822 , respectively. Dania Beach and 
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1 Cooper City a r e also municipalities kept whol e in 

2 Distric t s 102 and 101 , r espectively . 

3 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , 

4 Representative Byrd . 

5 Here , again , we ' ll pause t o note some 

6 changes in Districts 95 through 100 . First , looking 

7 at Districts 95 and 96 , the boundary between them on 

8 the north side has changed so that it follows a more 

9 recognizable boundary line in this area that lS also 

10 a major roadway , the Sawgrass Expressway . 

11 To account for the small increase i n 

12 population in District 95 , District 96 was changed 

13 to include a small area north of Sample Road to 

14 equalize the population within the map ' s overall 

15 deviation range . 

16 The changes bet ween Distr icts 97 , 98 , 99 , 

17 and 100 were made in order to keep the city of 

18 Oakl and Park whole in wit h within Di str ict 98 , 

19 which was split in the original map between thr ee 

20 districts . In order to avoid splitting another city 

21 to keep Oakland Park whole, District 97 shifts its 

22 boundary within the city of Fort Lauderdale , which 

23 is already split . This change b r ings both Districts 

24 97 and 98 within the map ' s overall range of 

25 populat ion deviat i on . 
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1 The boundary between Districts 98 and 100 

2 also shift in t he Pompano Beach area from the 

3 Florida East Coast Railway to State Highway 9 , a 

4 major primary roadway , and continues down to the 

5 Oakland Pa r k municipal line . This was a relatively 

6 minor change to these three districts that enables 

7 Oakl and Park, which was into three districts in the 

8 original bill , to be kept wholly within one 

9 district. 

10 I ' d like to recognize Repr esentat ive Byrd 

11 t o cont inue . 

12 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD : Thank you , Chair . 

13 Moving to the northern par t of Miami- Dade 

14 County, you can see that in the original PCB , 

15 Districts 104 and 105 both cross the Mi ami- Dade 

16 County line , and t hose a r e the only two districts 

17 that cross this county line . This is an improvement 

18 ove r t he benchmar k map t hat had f ou r dist r icts c r oss 

19 the Miami - Dade- Broward County lines . 

20 Distr ict 107 , 108 , and 109 shown here in 

21 Miami- Dade County are performing black dis t ricts 

22 protected by Tier 1 of the Florida Constitution . 

23 District s 107 and 108 are majority-minor ity black 

24 districts . All three of these are enti rely within 

25 Miami-Dade Count y . 
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1 The black voting age populati on in these 

2 districts a r e similar compar ed t o the benchmark 

3 districts with slight changes but are drawn in a 

4 consistent manner with respect to the Florida 

5 Supreme Cou r t precedent t o maintain exi sting 

6 majority-minority districts , and that states slight 

7 changes in voting age population either way is 

8 acceptable as long as a functional anal ysis i s 

9 conducted to ensur e the voting s trength of the 

10 minority g r oup in both gene r al and primary e l ections 

11 is at a comparable level that existed i n the 

12 benchmark district . 

13 District 106 includes the whole city of 

14 Miami Beach , using the municipal line for southern 

15 -- for the southern boundary line . It also keeps 

16 t he other e ight beach municipalities north of Miami 

17 Beach along the coast all wholly together , and the 

18 district ' s northe r n boundar y stops a t t he count y 

19 line . 

20 Looking at the region , the average o f the 

21 compactness scor es in these nine distri cts impr oves 

22 in two of the three compactness tests , Reock and 

23 convex hull , when compared to the benchmar k. 

24 Somet hing else all of these districts have 

25 in common is t heir use of munic i pal lines . 
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1 Districts 107 , 108 , and 111 each have a smal l 

2 extension on their east sides , which a l so impacts 

3 the shape of their neighboring districts , Districts 

4 106 and 112 , respectively , and in each case , these 

5 extensions are made in order to keep c i ties whole 

6 within the districts . District 107 keeps the city 

7 of North Miami Beach whole . District 108 keeps 

8 Miami Shores whole , while District 111 keeps the 

9 city of Medley whole . 

10 There are also many other boundary lines 

11 that use municipal lines . For example the boundary 

12 between Districts 109 and 112 is made up of almost 

13 exclusively municipal lines . There are also many 

14 other municipalities whole within these districts. 

15 For example , Opa-locka is kept whole in District 

16 109 , Miami Lakes is whole within District 110 , Miami 

17 Springs is whole within District 112 , and Doral is 

18 whole within District 111. 

19 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . We'll pause 

20 here again to discuss changes in the PCS to 

21 Districts 104 and 107 . 

22 Let's look at Districts 104 , 105 , and 107. 

23 In the Subcommittee l ast week , a member asked a 

24 question regarding the city of Miami Gardens and 

25 whether the r e was a way to keep the city whol e or at 
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1 least reduce the number of times it was split . What 

2 you see here in the p r oposed Committ ee substitute 

3 r educes the number of times Miami Garden is split 

4 from four to two . 

5 As an added benefit of making that change , 

6 when adjusting for population , Districts 105 

7 District 105 is now wholly within Broward Count y , 

8 forming a very square-shaped district that is more 

9 visual l y and mathematically compact than in the 

10 original bill . 

11 This change results in Broward County now 

12 having 10 districts wholly within it , and this 

13 reduces the number of districts that cross the 

14 Miami- Dade- Broward County line to just one district , 

15 District 104, instead of four districts in the 

16 current St a t e House Map . 

17 While we ' re discussing this region o f the 

18 stat e , I ' d like to also t ake a minute to clar ify 

19 some of the questions that have been popping up 

20 regarding the Haitian population. In the 

21 redistricting data set that states received from the 

22 Census Bureau , it includes total population counts 

23 by voting age population and racial category and 

24 total population by ethnicity , which the Census 

25 Bur eau def i nes as Hispanic o r non - Hi spanic . None of 
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1 this data provided captures whether an individual 

2 would self-iden t i f y as Haitian or any other nation 

3 of origin . 

4 There have been questions about whether the 

5 American Community Survey Data should be -- should 

6 s upplement the redistricting data . While the ACS 

7 s u rvey is a Census Bureau product , it is an 

8 estimation of population characteristics based on a 

9 small sample of popul ation. The survey is not 

10 conducted at t he block level like t he decennial 

11 census , which means we do not have the level of 

12 detail and accurate data required to draw at t he 

13 census block level . 

14 It should also be noted that the five - year 

15 ACS estimation currently available only dates from 

16 2016 t o 2019 . It is based on the 2010 popu lat ion 

17 figures , not updated for the 2020 population 

18 figures . 

19 Additionally, when looking at Tier 1 

20 requirements and the ability to elect , we must take 

21 elections data into account just like with any other 

22 Tier 1 protect ed district to perform a functional 

23 analysis. This means we need to evaluate voting age 

24 population , registered voters , voter turnout , a nd 

25 election results . 
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1 When a voter self-ident ifies t heir race as 

2 part of registering to vot e , the options available 

3 to them do not include Haitian o r any other nation 

4 of origin . The categories available to select from 

5 are similar to the racial categories used by the 

6 Census Bureau . Therefor e , we cannot conduct a 

7 functional analysis . 

8 Members , I know this is very in t he weeds , 

9 but this highlights a reason we have encouraged 

10 member feedback throughout this process . Based on 

11 t he member feedback we ' ve r eceived, it is our strong 

12 belief t hat this population is protected within our 

13 current configuration of black protected districts . 

14 I hope this helps to clarify some of the questions 

15 we ' ve received throughout the last couple of 

16 Committee meetings . 

17 Allow me to recognize Representative Byrd 

18 t o cont inue . 

19 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD : Thank you , 

20 Chair Leek . 

21 And our jour ney around Florida is almos t 

22 complete , and I ' ll conclude with House Districts 106 

23 through 120 . Now , looking at Miami-Dade County as a 

24 whole , 13 districts , 106 thr ough 119 , are wholly 

25 wi thin Miami-Dade Count y . 
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1 We already talked about Districts 104 and 

2 105 , but one other district also crosses the Miami-

3 Dade County line , District 120 , to include all of 

4 Monroe County . Districts 106 and 120 are the only 

5 two districts that include all or part of Miami-Dade 

6 County that are not Tier 1 protected districts . 

7 Districts 110 , 11 , 12 , 13 , 14 , 15 , 16 , 18 , 

8 and 19 in Miami - Dade County are all performing 

9 Hispanic districts protected by Tier 1 of the 

10 Florida Constitution . All nine of t hese districts 

11 are majority- minority Hispanic districts . They are 

12 also all entirely within Miami - Dade County . 

13 The Hispanic voting age population in these 

14 districts are similar compared to the benchmark 

15 districts with slight changes but are drawn in a 

16 consistent manner with respect t o the Florida 

17 Supreme Court precedent to maintain existing 

18 majority- minority districts. A functional analysis 

19 conducted by staff ensures each of these districts 

20 are Tier 1 compliant . 

21 Looking at the region as a whole , the 

22 average of the compactness scores in these 15 

23 districts improves when compared to the benchmark 

24 districts . The biggest improvement over the 

25 benchmark in these districts in Tier 2 metrics can 
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1 be seen in the boundary analysis . In the benchmark , 

2 these 15 d i stricts combined followed an average of 

3 29 percent of nonpolitical or geogr aphi c boundaries , 

4 minor neighborhood roads , for example . 

5 The districts in the proposed map cut that 

6 almost in half to an average of just 15 percent . 

7 This means that throughout the whole region in 

8 Miami- Dade County , more ma j or roadways , more city 

9 lines , and more geographical features more unique to 

10 the area a r e used , such as major canals and rivers . 

11 Overall , this results in much better use of 

12 recognizable boundary lines . 

13 The shared border of Districts 114 and 115 

14 utilize municipal lines for the majority of its 

15 length . This is to keep the city of Coral Gables in 

16 South Miami whole in District 114 and the cities of 

17 Pinecrest , Palmetto Bay , and Cutler Bay whole within 

18 Dis tric t 115 . This boundary line appears more 

19 jagged than others in the a r ea because of these 

20 municipal lines . 

21 District 117 in Miami- Dade County is a 

22 performing black district protected by Tier 1 of the 

23 Florida Constitution that is entirely within Miami-

24 Dade County. Its shape is similar to the benchmark 

25 district , where Florida City is kept whole within 
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1 the bottom part of the district . The biggest 

2 improvement with this district can be seen on the 

3 boundary analysis ; 43 percent of the benchmark 

4 district followed nonpolitical or geographic 

5 boundaries , and this proposed configuration drops 

6 that number down to just 15 percent thanks to the 

7 use of the Dixie Highway and Florida Turnpike for 

8 the majority of its border . 

9 The black voting age population in this 

10 district is similar compared to the benchmark 

11 districts with a slight change but is drawn in a 

12 consistent manner with respect to Florida Supreme 

13 Court precedent that slightly -- that say slight 

14 changes in voting age population either way is 

15 acceptable as long as a functional anal ysis is 

16 conduct ed to ensure the voting strength of the 

17 minority group in both general and primary e l ections 

18 is at a comparable level that existed in the 

19 benchmark district , which it is. 

20 Because of the north- south nature of the 

21 population distribution and the development of the 

22 major roadways in this pattern area , many of the 

23 districts in the region take a more vertical or 

24 north-south orientation . Districts 116 , 118 , and 

25 119 are examples of this type of configuration while 
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1 also using as many major roadways as possible . 

2 Finally , Dist rict 120 at the southe r n end 

3 of the state has all the remaining parts of Miami -

4 Dade County , an entirety of Monroe County , including 

5 the Dry Tortugas . 

6 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , Representative 

7 Byrd. 

8 Members , we began with the most eastern 

9 point of the Panhandle , and we ' ve made it all the 

10 way through to the Dry Tortugas . And that , members , 

11 is the proposed map in the PCS. 

12 Mr . Vice- Chairman . 

13 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Thank you , Chair Leek, 

14 for that brief overview of the bill . 

15 Members , Chair Latvala has a little quiz 

16 he ' s going to hand out on the Polsby-Popper dist r ict 

17 scores for each of the districts for you to take a 

18 look at . 

19 Now with that aside , we ' re going to move 

20 into questions . 

21 Members , are there any questions on the 

22 PCS? Are there any questions? 

23 Okay . Repr esentative Driskell , you are 

24 recognized for a question. 

25 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0003928 

JX 0031-0056 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 56 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 57 

1 Mr . Chair and Vice-Chair. 

2 I have a number o f questions . I want t o 

3 start about the Hai tian population, Haitian language 

4 populations , but I heard it said that we cannot 

5 conduct a functional analysis of Haitian speakers . 

6 But I want to get clear ; is it that we could not 

7 perform a functional analysis or i s it that we 

8 decided to not perform a functional analysis? 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, I know you 

10 answered t his in your presentation , but you ' re 

11 recognized t o answer the question . 

12 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . 

13 It ' s because we cannot . The data is simpl y 

14 not there . The elections data that we -- that the 

15 state takes in , for instance , doesn ' t keep that 

16 i nformation t ha t woul d enable us to perf orm a 

17 functional analysis . 

18 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Thank you. 

You are recognized . 19 

20 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL: Thank you , Chair . 

21 But I ' m just curious because I know that 

22 that is something that we have to take into effect 

23 per the Constitution . So I guess my question is , 

24 you know, what do we do? I mean , I don ' t know that 

25 we can ignore the question , right . We can ' t ignore 
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1 that analysis though, right . The Constitution 

2 requires us to conduct a f unctional analysis on 

3 language mino r ities ; is that -- am I correct in 

4 that? Or 

5 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , You are 

6 recognized . 

7 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Okay. I think you raise a 

8 good point . Remember , the Constitution also means 

9 -- or says and prescribes that we could only use the 

10 census data . 

11 

12 

13 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Mr . Chair -

CHAIRMAN LEEK : So we -

REPRESENTATIVE DRI SKELL : -- could you 

14 speak up a little? 

15 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Let him finish h i s 

16 question -- let him finish answering the question , 

17 then I ' ll recognize you for a follow- up . 

18 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Oh , no . I ' m 

19 sorry , Chai r Fine . I asked if he could speak up a 

20 little . I can ' t --

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: Oh , okay . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : really hear . 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Oh , okay . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Yeah . Sorry . 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . So , you know , the 
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1 Constitution also requires that we only use the 

2 census data . The census data doesn ' t include that 

3 i nformation , and so we attack that in other ways. 

4 And we believe t hrough member input and other , you 

5 know, other things t hat have come to us from you 

6 all , that we ' ve been able to protect those language 

7 minorities in the protected black districts down 

8 south . 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : If you could -- since I ' m 

10 a little further down , go ahead . 

11 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Yeah . Sorry . 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

13 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

14 Mr. Chair . 

15 Thank you , Chair Leek . 

16 So it sounds like member input was one o f 

17 t h e additional pieces of information that we too k 

18 in , but it also sounds like -- and I heard the 

19 limitations that you referenced with regard to the 

20 American Community Survey, the ACS -- but isn ' t that 

21 the next best data set compared to the census data 

22 for us to consider? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

24 recognized . 

25 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . Recall that t he ACS 
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1 doesn ' t have detailed enough information to be used 

2 in the redistric ting process . So , you know , t ha t 

3 would go along lines with t he member comments t hat 

4 we got in this Committ ee , and we believe t hat we 

5 have done that and been able to address it in 

6 accordance with what t he member who raised the 

7 comments asked in t his last Committee. 

8 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Oh . 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

10 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

11 Mr . Chair . 

12 So it sounds like -- could you clarify? So 

13 t he Committee did rely on -- the Committee staff did 

14 rely on ACS data in conjunction with member input in 

15 doing the functional analysis for Haitian language 

16 speaking districts? 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

18 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , sir . 

19 No . We really cannot rely on it . Remember 

20 that the ACS data is from 2010 , right. So it ' s 2010 

21 data t hat we ' re trying to impose on a 2020 census . 

22 So that information is just simply not reliable 

23 enough to be use f ul in t h i s evaluation and analysis . 

24 But we do believe that the issue that was raised and 

25 you were trying to get at was addressed through 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0003932 

JX 0031-0060 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 60 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 61 

1 member comments in t his Committee . 

2 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Okay . 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

4 REPRESENTATIVE DRI SKELL : Thank you , 

5 Mr . Chair . 

6 Was there anything else besides member 

7 comments that was t aken into a ccount in conducting 

8 the functional analysis on language minori t y 

9 d i strict s? 

10 CHAIRMAN LEEK : The answer is no . A couple 

11 things t here . You can ' t conduct a f unctio nal 

12 analysis based on the ACS data because it doesn ' t 

13 exist . Our elections department doesn ' t keep that 

14 i nformation . 

15 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

16 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

17 Well , just for clarity because I feel like 

18 I ' m kind o f going in a circle here. It ' s not that 

19 the ACS data doesn ' t exist . It sounds like that a 

20 policy choice was made not to rely on it for the 

21 factors that you outlined earlier; is that correct? 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You ' re recognized, but I 

23 do thin k Chair Leek has answered the data does not 

24 exist at the level of granularity that ' s necessary 

25 in order to do this task. But you are recognized, 
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1 Chair Leek. 

2 CHAIRMAN LEEK : The elect ions dat a does not 

3 exist to perform that task, which is what I ' m 

4 saying . We can talk about the ACS data , b ut the ACS 

5 data doesn 't contain t he elections data . It is not 

6 specific or detailed enough to be used in t he 

7 redis t rict ing process . 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

9 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

10 Mr . Chair . 

11 What methodology was used in dra f ting t hese 

12 maps , and who established t hat methodology? And wa s 

13 t hat decision made public? 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you are 

15 recognized . 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Tier 1 , Tier 2 , f ederal and 

17 state law, court precedent , and that has been 

18 arti culated t o t h i s Committee and t he subcommittees 

19 sand t he population since September . 

20 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

22 Mr. Chair . 

23 So given t hat we used Ti er 1 and Tier 2 

24 criteria , how did Committee staff -- or you , whoever 

25 is driving t he po l icy decisions -- how did you 
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1 recognize or harmonize or prioritize those criteria 

2 when they were in tension , especially if they were 

3 i n tension within t he same tier , where the 

4 Constitution specifically says no one criteria takes 

5 preference over the other? 

6 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

7 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you. 

8 That ' s a great question . We spent a lot of 

9 time going t hrough workshop maps , and you guys will 

10 remember t hat the purpose of the workshop maps was 

11 to demonstrate t hat there is no one single legally 

12 compliant way to do it . 

13 And what it looks like when you make 

14 decisions based on whether you want to follow , you 

15 know - - we ' re talking about Tier 1 classifications -

16 - whet her you want t o fol l ow keeping cities whole , 

17 counties whole , roadways , railways , and those types 

18 o f things that are all consistent with your Tier 2 

19 compliance . 

20 And in those instances where we , you know , 

21 the map you ' ll see in some instances , you know, 

22 favors cities , keeping cities whole , and sometimes , 

23 popul ation won ' t allow that . Sometimes , you know , 

24 our cities , believe it or not , are sometimes 

25 discontiguous . That won ' t allow it. So we had to 
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1 reconcile those tensions as best we could based on 

2 the f eedback f r om thi s Committee and t he members 

3 that we ' ve discussed . 

4 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Rep . Driskell , you are 

5 recognized, and I ' m going to ask you to wrap up this 

6 line of questions . I ' ll come back to you , but I 

7 want t o make sure everybody gets -- I ' ll recognize 

8 you may have more questions . But I see the Ranking 

9 Member has got some questions , and I want t o make 

10 s u re everybody has t ime . So if you could ask 

11 whatever quest ions in this line you have , and then 

12 we ' ll move on . But I wil l come back to you . 

13 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

14 Mr. Chair . That sounds good . I appreci ate that 

15 courtesy. 

16 Thank you for that response , Chair Leek. 

17 So then did the Committee staff keep a list 

18 o f the distri c t s where those cri t eria were in 

19 tension so that we could take a look back at how 

20 those decisions were made? 

21 

22 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you. 

23 You know, I ' m not being flippant here , but 

24 t h e list that we have is i n this notebook . And it 

25 goes through -- and you can compare what ' s in this 
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1 notebook to the last draft and the last draft , and 

2 you ' l l see instances . And we tried to high light 

3 them here today where those changes kind of 

4 occurred, and you can see where some instances we 

5 ch ose to use this road over that road . There ' s no 

6 definitive list other than what is in the bill , you 

know, before you. 7 

8 

9 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Do we have did 

10 I miss it in t he packet? Do we have copies of t he 

11 graphics t hat we j ust went through in that 

12 presentation that have t he comparisons? 

13 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, Chair 

Leek. 14 

15 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Do we have those 

16 i n our packet? 

17 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yes . You do . And remember 

18 we talked about the graphi cs are also avai lable on 

19 the MyFloridaHouse . gov . 

20 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : I don ' t think I 

21 found them in my packet . 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Okay. I ' m going to move 

23 on to Ranking Member Ge l ler , but I recogni ze you may 

24 have some more questions l ater . 

25 Ran king Member Geller , you are recognized 
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1 for a question . 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Okay . 

3 (Indiscernible) 

4 VICE- CHAIR FINE : And then after you take a 

5 wh ile , then we ' ll move t o Rep . Thompson . 

6 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Okay . 

7 I want to start by returning to some 

8 questions that Rep . Driskell was asking about 

9 Haitian language minori ties , and I ' ll do so 

10 recognizing that t he Chair has responded 

11 s ubstan t ially . But I ' m still confused . So I have 

12 more questions . All you can do . 

13 If I understand correctly, the position o f 

14 the Chair and the Committee is that we may not use 

15 the ACS data because the ACS data is insufficient or 

16 deficient in some regards that would make it 

17 suitable for use as guidance in drafting ; am I 

18 correct on t hat ? 

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

20 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . 

21 The - - I think the word that you said in 

22 that question that is most applicable here is 

23 deficient . The data is deficient . Not only is it 

24 antiquated, it is not kept with the specificity and 

25 precision that is necessary to be used in the 
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1 redistricting process . 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you . 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized for a 

4 follow- up . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you , Mr. 

6 Vice- Chair -- or Chair , as the case may be for 

7 purposes of this portion . 

8 That being said - - and I understand we did 

9 focus specifically on the ACS data - - but we still 

10 have a Tier 1 mandate to look a t language minorities 

11 as far as the drafting of the districts that we ' re 

12 drawing . 

13 So if we can ' t use ACS 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Keep going. 

15 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- if we can ' t use 

16 ACS , we r e we able to conduct a functional analysis 

17 of the minority language population that speaks 

18 Haitian Cr eole? How was that functional anal ysis of 

19 that minority language group conducted using 

20 whatever are permissible materials , and can we see 

21 the results of that functional analysis? 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE: You are recognized, 

23 Chair Leek . 

24 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . 

25 I do feel like we ' ve covered this . You 
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1 cannot perf orm a functional analysis wit hou t 

2 e l ect ions dat a. That e l ect ions dat a t hat you ' re 

3 talking about on language minorit i es does not exist , 

4 wh ich highlights why it is so very , very important 

5 for member part ici pation i n this , which is precisely 

6 what we think we were able t o achieve through member 

7 participat ion in t he prot ect ed dist ricts . 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay . Pretty soon , I ' ll 

9 s t a rt t o move i nt o t he asked and a nswe r ed t e r ri t ory, 

10 but yeah , Ran king Member Gel l er , you are recognized . 

11 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you and 

12 hope f ully no t until I act u a lly ge t an answer I 

13 understand, which I understand is a tall order . 

14 But - - and , again , I hear what you s a id, 

15 Chair . My ques t ion is does your answer mean t ha t we 

16 d i d not conduct a f unctional analysis as t o the 

17 minority Haitian language community? Becau se it is 

18 the - - I ' m going t o say opini on -- I could say 

19 decision , what ever -- o f Chai r and t he Committ ee 

20 that t here is not sufficient permitted reliable data 

21 t o conduct t hat functional analysis as to t hat 

22 language group? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : I t h ink t ha t q uest ion has 

24 been as ked repeatedly, but I ' ll g i ve you o ne more 

25 s hot at i t , Chair Leek . 
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1 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . Let me say i t again . 

2 The data to conduct a functional analysis can only 

3 be done through elections data . The State of 

4 Florida does not keep elections data . You may not 

5 -- you don 't identify as Haitian on your election 

6 data such that you would be able to perform a 

7 f u nct ion analysis specific to the Haitian language 

8 minority. 

9 However , we beli eve that we ' ve been able t o 

10 achieve that t hrough a functional analysis of the 

11 protected black district. 

12 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you . So let 

13 me try to 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

15 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- move on and 

16 bu ild on that answer , i f I mi ght , Mr . Chair . 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Great . You are 

18 recognized . 

19 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : In what way does 

20 the functional analysis conducted of the protected 

21 black district actually shed light specifically on 

22 the Creole language minority? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

24 recognized . 

25 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Okay . I ' m going to say 
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1 this again . A functiona l analysis involves 

2 elections data. Elections dat a is not kept on 

3 Haitian language speaking minorit i es . Elections 

4 data , it ' s not available. You can ' t mark it , right . 

5 You can mark yourself black . So what we have to do 

6 is we have to do a functional analysis on the black 

7 protected dist rict , and then with member conduct, we 

8 believe we have addressed that through the maps --

9 member comment , sorry . 

10 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

11 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : How does the member 

12 comment provide functional analysis as to the 

13 language minority? 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, 

15 Chair Leek . 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Member comment is not 

17 functional analysis . 

18 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Then I ' m --

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . You 

20 can keep going . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you, Mr. 

22 Chair . 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right. 

24 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Then I ' m back to 

25 asking the question , was there a functional analysis 
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1 conducted as to the language minority , or is t he 

2 answer simply that , no, t here ' s not because there ' s 

3 not a way to do so? 

4 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I think Chair Lee k has 

5 a n swered this repeat edly. You cannot do a 

6 functiona l analysis on data that does not exist , but 

7 I think what he ' s saying is we got perspect ive on 

8 that from members who understand those dis t ricts in 

9 wh ich t hose i ndivi duals l i ve . So t here ' s n o dat a on 

10 which t o do -- as a former mathemat ician , you can 't 

11 do data when t here ' s no data set . So --

12 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : So just to beat 

13 t h at horse one more time 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah. One more time . 14 

15 

16 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : after its death . 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : And then we 're moving on 

17 to -- we ' re moving on . 

18 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : There is no 

19 functional analysis of the language minority f or the 

20 reasons tha t were just stated . 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

to try 

prior 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : 

again? 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : 

answer . 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : 

Chair Leek , do you want 

Yeah . I' ll rely on my 

Okay . Okay . 
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REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : If I could move to 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : (indiscernible) . 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : And in a couple minutes , 

I ' m going to move on t o Rep . Thompson , but again 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : And that ' s -

VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- we ' ll -- I just want 

t o keep i t moving and let people have chances. 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Hey 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : I ' ll come back . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- amen to t hat. 

VICE-CHAIR FINE : Do you want me to let 

Rep . Thompson have a bite at the appl e 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I - -

VICE- CHAIR FINE: -- and we ' ll come back to 

you? 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Just one -- le t me 

19 just get this one last one in here . 

20 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay. 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : It ' s -- and it ' s 

22 probably two questions that (indiscernible) . 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Remember , I'm the over . 

24 So --

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' m sorry . 
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VICE-CHAIR FINE : I ' m the over. So it ' s 

okay . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Self- chosen 

4 terminology. 

5 Again , this is building on something that 

6 Rep . Driskell asked . Is it only 30 districts where 

7 there is some impact of a protected or a benchmark 

8 district that functional analyses were performed, or 

9 were functional analyses performed for 120 

10 districts , or is there some other subset bes ide s 

11 those two that would describe how many functional 

12 analyses were conducted -- or how many districts 

13 were subject , I should say, to functional analysis? 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Chair Leek, you are 

15 recognized . 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : All 30 p r otected districts 

17 had functional analysis performed . 

18 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Okay . Fol l ow- up? You 

19 are recognized . 

20 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Were there any 

21 districts other than those 30 that are protected or 

22 benchmark, whatever we want to call them, where 

23 there was a functional analysis pe r formed? 

24 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

25 recognized . 
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1 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . le t me see i f I can 

2 g i ve this a shot. I mi ght have t o kick t his t o Ms . 

3 Kelly , but when you s t art with a benchmark -- and I 

4 want to make sure everybody knows what we ' re t al king 

5 about with benchmar k . We ' re talking about t he prior 

6 maps . Those are the benchmark maps , and within 

7 those , t here are prot ect ed dis t rict s . You perf orm a 

8 func t ional analysis on t hose protected dis t ricts in 

9 the benchmark maps . 

10 Then a s you go t hrough a nd you star t your 

11 drawi ng process , where a prot ect ed dis t rict was , you 

12 would cont inue t o perf orm a functional a nalysis 

13 t h rough the many i t erations to make sure i t complies 

14 with Tie r 1 of our standards . 

15 Did I do t hat okay? 

16 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay . You a re 

17 recognized . 

18 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : So my question i s , 

19 i n addi t ion to t hose - - call them benchmark or 

20 protected -- t hose 30 , were there any other 

21 f u nct ional analyses per f ormed on o t her dis t ricts 

22 t h an t he 30? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recogn ized, Chair 

24 Leek . 

25 Oh, Dr . Kelly , you --
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1 

2 

3 

4 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Let me kick this -

VICE-CHAIR FINE : -- you going t o go? 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : -- to Ms . Kelly here . 

VICE- CHAI R FINE : Yeah . Ms . Kelly , you a re 

5 recognized t o answer the question . 

6 STAFF DIRECTOR KELLY : Thank you , Chair . 

7 Thank you , Vice-Chair . 

8 So whenever you start with your initial 

9 benchmark map , it ' s obviously a d i f f erent map than 

10 the one that we ' re looking at now . I t ' s t he 

11 cu rrently enacted House Districts . So you i t' s 

12 the current ly enacted House Districts . So it ' s a 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

different map than the 

t h ere ' s multiple steps , 

elaborate on what Chair 

You begi n by 

population. So that ' s 

one that ' s before you . So 

and I ' m going to kind of 

Leek just said . 

loo king at all o f t he 

population across t he entire 

18 s t ate . There are some distri cts where it would be 

19 i n appropriate t o perform a fun c tiona l analysis 

20 because you can tell based on their , you know, the 

21 population statistics alone that it would not 

22 warrant a functional analysis. 

23 And the Supreme Court has said t hat it ' s 

24 only appropriate to perform a functional analysis in 

25 order to protect and ensur e that we ' re protecting 
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1 appropriately those Tier 1 district s . So as you 

2 begin your f unct ional anal ysis , you look to those 

3 districts . You perform that to understand what 

4 areas and what dis t ricts may need to be protected as 

5 you continue your drawing process . 

6 Once that ' s done , you go , and you , you 

7 know, quite frankly, look at the overall population 

8 of the state , which obviously this decade h as shown 

9 very large growt h but also shows shift s across t he 

10 regions of t he stat e as well . 

11 So as you continue to draw, you know , based 

12 on Tier 2 , based on Tier 1 , whenever we come to a 

13 completed, you know , or I ' ll call it a 95 percent 

14 completed product , you perform your functional 

15 analysis again to ensure that any of your decisions 

16 that you ' ve made throughout that process haven ' t 

17 negatively impacted the protection that would need 

18 t o be applied t o a d i s t rict , to a minority group to 

19 e n sure that they can elect a candidate of their 

20 choice. 

21 I hope that helps clarify . Thank you. 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Are you good for now? 

23 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : No . 

24 VICE-CHAIR FINE : No? Okay. 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Not quite , but that 
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1 

2 

3 

was --

VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized. 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- very helpfu l . 

4 But my question is really a numerical one . The 

5 i nformation about t he process was very helpful , and 

6 I appreciate that . But my question is , were there -

7 - and I understand your answer , I think. And, 

8 Chair , if you could move your head just a little. 

9 Thank you . So I can see Ms. Kelly. 

10 Are there -- we ' re looking it ' s based on 

11 the map enacted in 2010 . And we looked at that map . 

12 My question is , are there -- were there more t han 30 

13 functional analysis of the districts that are 

14 benchmark or protected on the 2010 map that were 

15 performed? Is there is it only on those 

16 district s regardless of how they end up here , or 

17 were there others in addition to the 30 where 

18 functional analysi s was perf ormed? 

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

20 recognized . 

21 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . Let me see if I can 

22 take -- I think you ' re trying to ask whether a 

23 functional analysis was perf ormed on districts o t her 

24 than protected districts. I can tell you 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Yes. 
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1 CHAIRMAN LEEK : -- it ' s hard to answer the 

2 question that you ' re asking because functiona l 

3 analyses is performed on protected districts through 

4 each iteration . So it ' s not like you can come back 

5 and say there ' s - - there were two . There were 

6 three. 

7 In many instances , to make sure that we are 

8 complying wi th Tier 1 of our standards , functional 

9 analyses are continually performed on those 

10 protected districts. We did not perform functional 

11 analysis on dis t ricts that were not protected if 

12 that helps you . 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER: Well , okay . Let me 

might . 

19 question. 

20 

VICE-CHAIR FINE : I think that answers - 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER: - - f ollow- up i f I 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : I think that answers your 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : That last. Because 

21 I think the last sentence suddenly -- I think, if I 

22 understood it , answered what I ' m asking. Only the 

23 30 districts shown previously and identified as one 

24 of the nomenclatures we used had functional analyses 

25 performed on them? 
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1 Because I ' m not asking how many functiona l 

2 analyses were perf ormed because I unders t a nd in some 

3 cases , as lines change , you had to do multiples for 

4 the district s that existed . I ' m just asking if 

5 there were 32 or 34 districts that had it or just 

6 those 30 . If I understood your last sentence , it 

7 seems to say nothing except those 30 districts had 

8 functional analysis ; am I understanding that right? 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

10 recognized. 

11 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . I believe you are . 

12 The 30 prot ected districts are the ones that we 

13 performed the functional analysis on . 

14 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' m good for now, 

15 Mr . Chair . Thank you . 

16 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay . 

17 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' ll come back with 

18 o t hers when you --

19 

20 

21 

VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : (inaudible). 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah . I just want to 

22 make sure everyone gets some --

23 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Yes , sir . 

24 VICE-CHAIR FINE : -- gets a bite . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you. 
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1 VICE-CHAIR FINE : So Representative 

2 Th ompson , you are recognized . 

3 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Thank you , 

4 Mr . Chair . 

5 I have a question with regard to the use of 

6 census data as it relates to the prison population . 

7 They are count ed in the census data ; however , they 

8 cannot vote . Was there any adjustments made to take 

9 that into consideration? 

10 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

11 recognized. 

12 CHAIRMAN LEEK : I think I can answer your 

13 question. 

14 The Florida law and the Constitution 

15 requires we use the census data as given to us . The 

16 census data i ncludes -- begins with where somebody 

17 resides , and in those instances , the prisoner is 

18 cons i dered t o be res i ding where they are when they 

19 answered the census. 

20 I don ' t know of any analysis done on 

21 whether they could or could not vote or had their 

22 rights restored . I just don ' t know. 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Rep . Thompson , you are 

24 recognized . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Thank you . 
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1 Are you aware of any prison inmat es who are 

2 allowed t o vot e in the s t a t e of Fl orida? 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : And I ' m going t o let 

4 Chair Leek answer t hat question , but we want all the 

5 questions to be kept to the topic of the PCS . So I 

6 think whether you ' re in prison and can vote or not 

7 is not really the subject o f the PCS . 

8 So Chair Leek, if you want to answer that , 

9 but I ' d ask members -- t here ' s enough people t ha t 

10 want t o ask questions . Let' s keep t he questions to 

11 the bill at hand . 

12 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . I ' m not aware . 

13 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Thank you . 

14 Another --

15 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

16 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : -- quest ion . 

17 Th ank you . 

18 In t he revi ew , the overview, it was s t ated 

19 that House District 47 is a Hispanic access district 

20 and is a new Hispanic access district , and when we 

21 looked at the compactness scores , 47 existed before 

22 it was Hispanic access . There ' s no benchmark map . 

23 Wh y is that? 

24 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

25 recognized . 
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1 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Let me de f er to Mr . Poreda 

2 (phonetic ) . 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Our chief map drawer. 

4 You are recognized . 

5 MR . POREDA : So District 47 does not have 

6 an analogous district compared to the benchmark map . 

7 Th at is why i t is a new d i strict or a new per f orming 

8 majority-minority Hispanic district in that area. 

9 I t s boundaries were creat ed i n order t o keep t he 

10 city o f St. Cloud whole , as well as use many of t he 

11 ma j or roadways as i t goes up into Orange Count y . 

12 Bu t there isn ' t an analogous dis t rict to compare i t 

13 to . So it does not have a benchmark comparison. 

14 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Mr . --

15 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

16 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Is that also true 

17 for 44 , which does not have benchmark data? 

18 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recogni zed , 

19 Mr . Poreda . 

20 MR . POREDA : I would have to double check 

21 what we compared District 44 to , but there is no 

22 district in the benchmark that had a similar 

23 Hispanic voting age population . But that is also 

24 not a performing district . That i s a district that 

25 has a significant Hispanic age voting population in 
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1 the current map in t his proposal that you see here , 

2 but it is not somethi ng that we evaluated f or a 

3 f unctional analysis or anything l ike that . 

4 There are many other districts t h roughout 

5 the state where, as population has shifted 

6 generally, there might not be an exact analogous 

7 district to compare compactness data to , and t hat 

8 might be why some districts , as populations have 

9 shift ed , don ' t really have a fai r comparison t o 

10 compare compactness scores . 

11 

12 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yes . 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : 

You are recognized. 

Thank you . 

13 Can you describe for me how you define a 

14 Hispanic access district? What characteristics go 

15 into helping you determine that this would be a 

16 Hispanic access d i s t rict? 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you are 

18 recognized . 

19 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . So the same way you 

20 would , you know , a black performing district. It ' s 

21 a performing district that confirms with Tier 1. 

22 Similar process and analysis , but it ' s a performing 

23 district that conforms with Tier 1 . 

24 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Okay . 

25 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You want to keep going? 
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1 Ag ain , you can have a second bit e i f you want t o 

2 think about it f or a l itt l e b it . 

3 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Thank you . 

4 Based on t he census , which is what you used 

5 t o draf t t he districts , can you t ell me where t he 

6 black and brown individuals who came into t he s t ate 

7 generally, in t erms o f significa nt populations , 

8 where did t hey sett le? 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I don ' t know t hat censu s 

10 dat a is rea l l y a subject o f the bill , but you ' re 

11 welcome to answer t hat if you ' d like . 

12 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . So , you kn ow, we can 

13 see where growth happened but not on the level of 

14 detail that you ' re talking about , right . So we know 

15 t h ere was a l ot of growt h because t he censu s data 

16 wi l l t ell us a lot o f f olks came to t he Orl ando area 

17 - - what was i t - - I think South Fl orida as well but 

18 not a t t he level o f da t a t hat I t hink you ' re ask ing 

19 about . 

20 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : I have a 

21 q uest ion . 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

23 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Th ank you. 

24 The response that I got just a few minutes 

25 a g o indicated that you look at performance in t erms 
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1 of defining a Hispanic access district , and House 

2 District 44 has not perf ormed as a Hispani c access 

3 district. So i f i t ' s performance , how did you 

4 determine that t his was a performance -- I ' m sorry 

5 -- a Hispanic access district? 

6 CHAIRMAN LEEK : I ' m going to kick this over 

7 t o Mr . Poreda aga i n , bu t just to be clear , you know, 

8 access districts s t i l l , you know , it ' s still a 

9 t ermi nology t ha t i s around but i s not one t hat' s 

10 used anymore in the law . But beyond that, let me 

11 kick it over t o Mr . Poreda . 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, 

13 Mr . Poreda. 

14 MR . POREDA : Thank you , Mr. Chairman . 

15 So if you remember in our two wor kshop 

16 opt i ons that we presented in this area , there was 

17 actually four districts that were over 50 percent 

18 Hi spanic voting age populat ion . And we d i d run a 

19 functional analysis on t hose four districts , and two 

20 of them did not perform, so the two ones that were 

21 lower down t oward closer to 50 percent . 

22 The two t hat were higher , closer to what is 

23 i n the map t hat you see be f ore you , they did per f orm 

24 like the two benchmark districts did that were of 

25 similar Hispanic vot ing age populat ion in the map . 
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1 As a result , we made an adjustment in t he 

2 proposal that you see here so we could ensu re that 

3 three districts would perform at similar levels to 

4 the benchmark -- those two other benchmark 

5 districts , even though District 47 doesn ' t have an 

6 exact analogous to compare it to . It was not 

7 necessary to run a functional anal ysis on District 

8 44 , having previously noted that those t wo other 

9 d i strict s closer t o 50 did not perform . 

10 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Thank you , Mr . 

11 Chair. 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : All right . We ' re going 

13 to move on to Representative Omphroy . You had some 

14 questions? I can ' t really see you. So --

15 REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : Sorry. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- just like wave i f you 

want --

REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : Thank you so much . 

VICE-CHAIR FINE : -- wave if you want a 

20 follow- up . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : Than k you so very 

22 mu ch --

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

24 REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : -- Chair. 

25 I just want to understand more of the 
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1 reasoning as to why the city of Fort Lauderdale ' s 

2 sma l l porti on was moved i nto District 97 and why 

3 North Laude r dale was kept whole . 

4 I want to point out that North Lauderdale 

5 has two Hai tian Americans t hat were recently elected 

6 to office , and the reasoning is I ' m just trying to 

7 see why we made the move to include ci t y of For t 

8 Lauderdale , a small portion , but to keep the city of 

9 Nor t h Lauderdale whole . 

10 

11 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: You are recognized . 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . Let me kick 

12 that t o our chief map drawer , Mr . Poreda . 

13 MR . POREDA : So if you remember in the 

1 4 previous one , we were going through the changes 

15 between the PCS and the PCB . That change was done 

16 in orde r t o keep t he city of Oakland Par k whole . So 

17 the city of North Lauderdale is still whole within 

18 Dis tric t 97 , but t he city of there ' s a lot o f 

19 municipalities in that area . Some of t hem actually 

20 interlock with each other. 

21 So rather than split an additional city, 

22 some population was moved within the city of Fort 

23 Lauderdale , which was already split , and that helped 

24 us keep the city of Oakland Park whole i n District 

25 98 . 
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VICE-CHAIR FINE : Follow-up? You are 

2 r ecognized . 

3 REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : Thank you . 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FINE : Are you good? Okay . 

5 You ' re good . 

6 All right . So a r e there any members who 

7 have not asked a question yet who ' d like to? 

8 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE : Bush . 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay. Representative 

10 Bush , you a r e recognized, and then Repr esenta t ive 

11 Goff- Marcil , you ' ll be after . 

12 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : Thank you , 

13 Chairman Fine . 

14 For clarity and information purposes , in 

15 your joint r esolution for 7501 reapportionment - -

16 apporti onment , which includes the Senat e as well as 

17 the House , my question would be will we have an 

18 oppor t unity for the Senat e maps to be able to have 

19 some input or t o hear them in a committee or to make 

20 an amendment o r vot e on those maps -- or shou l d I 

21 say vote on the map? And I do have some concer ns 

22 just about the minority access district , and I 

23 wanted t o give some type -- some input in that . And 

24 so I think the question is , will we have an 

25 oppor t unity to have a committee p r ocess with those 
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1 Senate map -- with the Senate map? 

2 VICE-CHAIR FINE: So Rep . Bush , that ' s not 

3 in the bill today . But --

4 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : Okay . 

5 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I ' m going to still 

6 let , Chair Leek , if he ' d like to --

7 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : I apologize . 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE: answer the question, 

9 he can . 

10 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . As a process 

11 question and as is cus tomary f o r us , we have an 

12 agreement with the Senate that we will defer to the 

13 Senate to draw Senate maps and that they wil l defer 

1 4 to us to draw House maps , you know . And if you -- I 

15 know that they ' ve already voted their maps off the 

16 floor . So if you wanted t o have input in that 

17 process , it would have had to have been through you r 

18 Senator , but that time has come and gone . At t he 

19 end of the day , we will pass a joint resolu t ion that 

20 includes both the Senate maps and the House and move 

21 it forward . 

22 REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : Thank you , sir . 

23 Thank you . 

24 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You good? Okay. 

25 Rep r esent ative Goff-Marcil , you are 
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1 recognized . 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : Thank you , 

3 Vice - Chair , Chair . 

4 Could you tell me what persons groups or 

5 organizations were consulted for policy or legal 

6 advice in drafting this current map and where would 

7 the public or the members of this Committee go t o 

8 find that information? 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Cha i r Leek, you are 

10 recognized . 

11 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you. 

12 The only people consul t ed were you all , 

13 members of this Committee , and our staff a nd legal 

14 counsel , excuse me , counsel we ' ve retained as well . 

15 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Fo l low-up . 

16 Fol l ow- up . 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : And , Rep . Goff- Marcil , if 

18 you have a f ollow- up , i f you could t alk more 

19 directly int o the microphone , it ' s 

20 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Thank 

21 VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- a little hard t o hear. 

22 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : -- t hank you , 

23 Vice-Chair . 

24 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . Go 

25 a head . 
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1 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : Thank you . 

2 Were t he staff contacted by members o f the 

3 public , lobbyis t s , or members are these maps , and 

4 where would we find that information? 

5 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

6 recognized . 

7 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Any member of the public 

8 can make comment through the redistricting portal , 

9 but o t herwise no . 

10 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Rep . Go f f , you are 

11 recognized. 

12 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Were there any 

13 efforts to go on the road or at least have 

14 accommodation of remote testimony to the public to 

15 educate them about this process and how we were 

16 going to proceed wi t h this process? 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I don ' t know t hat that ' s 

18 the subject o f t he b i ll . I mean , I do think t he 

19 i n ternet is this really cool thing where you can go 

20 and look at stuff no matter where you are in the 

21 state . But , Chair Leek , if you want to take a shot 

22 at that. 

23 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . So , you know, if we 

24 were sitting in court , we might object because the 

25 question is compound . But there were efforts , and 
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1 we made available t he website for anybody t o provide 

2 publ i c input . And t hen I would a l so ob j ect to t hat, 

3 you know , ask ques t ions to which you don ' t know t he 

4 answer because you ' ve been here through t he whole 

5 process , and you know we didn ' t go on the road . 

6 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Follow- up? 

7 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : Thank you , 

8 Vice - Chair . 

9 I would like t o say I d i dn 't quite know t he 

10 a n swer t o t hat quest ion . I know we have t he 

11 redistrict ing place t o -- t hat the public can go to , 

12 the redist ricting websi t e , but I do not know how 

13 mu ch the public input was used to make this map. 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : That ' s a --

15 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : How would I 

16 know t hat? 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : That ' s a different 

18 ques t ion than what you asked bef ore , but would you 

19 like t o ask that question? 

20 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Yes , please. 

21 VICE- CHAIR FINE : So ask it then . Go 

22 a head . 

23 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : Could you tell 

24 me -- thank you , Vice- Chai r . 

25 Could you tell me how much of t he public 
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1 input from t he website was used in making t hese 

2 maps? 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you are 

4 recognized . 

5 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . I don ' t t h ink we can 

6 q uantify it because we left it to members like you 

7 and t he other members ln this Commi t tee and members 

8 in the Legislature to go out in their commu nities 

9 a n d ret rieve t hat information and charge t h em wi t h 

10 bringing i t forward. So to the ext ent t hat you did 

11 that or any o t her member did that with s t a ff or 

12 anyone else , it was considered . 

13 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : One more. 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

15 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Than k you , 

16 Vice - Chair . 

17 It would be difficult for us to do that 

18 wh en we were not given the maps unti l about a week 

19 ago. Could you please expand on how we would have 

20 done that without being able to talk about or know 

21 anything about what maps were going to be in front 

22 of us? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Again , I think that ' s a 

24 different question than the quest i on you asked . The 

25 q u estion before was , was public input taken into the 
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1 process . I think now you ' re asking a ques t ion about 

2 publ i c input on t hese particular PCSs ; is t hat your 

3 question? 

4 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Thank you , 

5 Vice - Chair . 

6 I was asking if there was public input . 

7 That is one o f my questions , but then I was told 

8 that I was supposed to get the public input by going 

9 t o or having a t own hall. And I really d i d want to 

10 have a t own hall , but i t was really dif f icult to 

11 have a t own hall without having any idea what the 

12 maps could be . So could you explain to me how I 

13 could have had a t own hall when I have no idea what 

14 the map is going to look like? 

15 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Sure . And I ' ll let Chair 

16 Leek answer t hat, but there ' s two separate 

17 questions . There ' s public input on the 

18 redist ricting process , and then there ' s public input 

19 on this PCS . But - -and I' ll let Chair Leek decide 

20 how he wants t o bifurcate that in his answer. 

21 

22 

REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . You know, the maps 

23 that you have bef ore you are a variation of the maps 

24 that you had before you , which are a variation of 

25 the maps that were posted in the subcommittees and 
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1 came through . 

2 So it ' s not like there was four days. 

3 There was actually substantially more time , and, you 

4 know , quite frankly , our job is difficult . And 

5 sometimes it ' s difficult to do those things , but it 

6 can be done . And I don ' t know , you know , what , if 

7 any , efforts members of this Committee took to get 

8 input from the public on these particular maps , but , 

9 you know, the process has to move along . 

10 VICE- CHAIR FINE : And just to clarify, we 

11 -- the workshop maps , which theoretically one could 

12 have done a town hall on , if you could remind me , 

13 Staff Director Kelly , when did those when did those 

14 

15 

16 

come out? I can ' t remember . 

STAFF DIRECTOR KELLY : (Indiscernible) 

VICE-CHAIR FINE: Last week of November , 

17 first week of December . So if someone had wanted to 

18 do a t own hall just using the workshop maps as 

19 perspective , they would have had close to two months 

20 in order to do that. 

Okay . Follow- up? 21 

22 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : Yes , please. 

23 Thank you 

24 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Yeah . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : -- Vice- Chair . 
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1 About the workshop maps , we were told that 

2 they were j us t workshop maps . So I ' m not sure how 

3 we would have done a t own hall on those workshop 

4 maps , especially when it was the holidays , and 

5 everybody was celebrating with their families and 

6 trying not to get Omicron or getting Omicron . So 

7 VICE-CHAIR FINE : So I ' m going to clarify-

8 - I guess I ' m going to ask -- I think I ' m going to 

9 t ry t o disti l l your question f or you . I t h ink your 

10 ques t ion is , how are we supposed to do a -- your 

11 desire would have been t o do a public town hall on 

12 these maps. 

13 And your question is , how would I have done 

14 that on the maps that we ' re considering today as 

15 part of the normal legislative process? Now that 

16 I ' ve sort o f restat ed your question , I ' ll 

17 Representative Leek-- Chair Leek, if you want to 

18 a n swer that . 

19 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . I mean , so you could 

20 have workshopped the maps yourselves , right . And so 

21 the point of the workshop maps was to demonstrate to 

22 folks the different types of decision-making 

23 processes through which you could legally approach 

24 the maps . You can take public input on that all day 

25 long . With regard to the maps and t he variations 
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1 that you ' ve seen t hen , you migh t have t o move more 

2 qui c kly , but you could also ge t publ i c input f rom 

3 you r const i t uen t s . You can do any number of t hings 

4 that modern legislat ors do in a digita l societ y t o 

5 get t ha t input . 

6 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You ' re --

7 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-MARCIL : That ' s all I 

8 had for now. Th ank you . 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Are you -- do you have a 

10 f ollow- up? Okay . 

11 We ' re going to -- so any ot her members 

12 wishing to ask a quest ion who ha s not -- who have 

13 not yet? 

14 Representa tive Skidmore , you -- and , aga in , 

15 we ' l l do second bi t es . 

16 But, Represen t a t ive Skidmore , you are 

17 recognized . 

18 REPRESENTATIVE SKIDMORE : Thank you , 

19 Mr . Chair . 

20 I ' m curious about the number of majority-

21 minority Hispanic seat s in this map , speci f ically 

22 t he number of majority-minority b l ack seats and then 

23 a l so the same f or what I guess we used t o c a l l 

24 access seats , which aren ' t necessarily minorit y-

25 ma j ority but -- or ma j ority- minority , but I ' ve heard 
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1 the Chair say we don't use that terminology anymore . 

2 So I ' m not su r e which terminology to use. 

3 But I ' m just curious if I want to see 

4 what the differences are from the benchmark map to 

5 this map in terms of those types of seats . 

6 VICE-CHAIR FINE: Chair Leek, you are 

7 recognized. 

8 CHAIRMAN LEEK : I ' m going to preface this 

9 jus t to make sure we're all on the same page . 

10 Remember , when you speak majority --

11 minority- majority , you ' re talking about popul a t ion 

12 and not necessarily performance . And then when you 

13 move into p r otected districts , you 're talking about 

14 performance . 

15 And I guess your question is , what are the 

16 difference between the benchmark maps and the 

17 current maps on all of those , which I think i s most 

18 of the presentation that we ' ve done here today. So 

19 is there a specific question on any specific 

20 district? Or --

21 VICE- CHAIR FINE: You are recognized to 

22 clarify . 

23 REPRESENTATIVE SKIDMORE : Thank you , 

24 Mr . Chair . 

25 I ' m curious because as we heard the 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0003970 

JX 0031-0098 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 98 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 99 

1 presentation today on many , if not all but one , all 

2 t he Tie r 1 Hispanic o r black seats had a decr ease , 

3 slightly decr ease , slightly decrease, slightly 

4 decrease , slightly decrease . 

5 So I ' m curious if those -- a l l of those 

6 districts were decreased but we had an influx 

7 population of 1 . 5 million Hispanics and 500 , 000 

8 African Ame r icans , where did they all go? And why 

9 are these districts numbe rs in population all 

10 reduced , slightly r educed , almos t every one that was 

11 described with , you know , the same verbatim 

12 language? 

13 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Lee k , you are 

14 recognized . 

15 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah. Let me do my best 

16 with this . One , I disagree with the p r emise and the 

17 suggestion that all of them decreased . I t hink what 

18 you ' re t alking about is HVAP and BVAP , which would 

19 be the population , and the Supreme Court has told us 

20 that , you know , decreases or increases that are not 

21 material a r e pe r fectly constitutional . 

22 And then once you get past that -- so 

23 that ' s kind of , you know , something we consider 

2 4 after we get all the populations set. We ensur e 

25 that t hey a r e s ti ll pe r fo rming , and we do those 
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1 types of things . But that ' s an analys i s that comes 

2 at the end . I don 't know if that answe r s you r 

3 question , but I ' m trying . 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FINE: Follow- up or are you 

5 good? Go ahead . 

6 REPRESENTATIVE SKIDMORE : Fol low-up , 

7 Mr . Chair. 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE: You are recognized . 

9 REPRESENTATIVE SKIDMORE : Thank you. 

10 So in understanding that 10 years ago , 

11 there were 30 protected seats , I ' m curi ous as to how 

12 you determined that today there are st i ll on l y 30 

13 protected sea ts when the population has increased 

14 significantly of those protected classes . 

15 VICE- CHAIR FINE: You are recognized . 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . 

17 I ' m going to have to kick thi s to one of 

18 our map d r awe r s , but r e member it ' s r elative 

19 population , right . So just because one popul ation 

20 increases , here , the population around them may 

21 increase as well . That will affect that data but 

22 let me kick it to Mr . Poreda . 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Yeah. I ' m going to 

24 represent -- I ' m going to recognize Mr . Poreda as 

25 wel l t o answe r the question . 
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1 MR . POREDA : Thank you , Mr . Chairman . 

2 So that ' s part ially due t o t he fact , i f you 

3 remember , House Districts 10 years ago were about 

4 156 , 000 people a piece . They are currently almost 

5 180 , 000 . So a lot of that population increase , when 

6 you ' re adding more population to all of these 

7 districts , we ' re also trying to kind of marry all o f 

8 the standards together . 

9 So looki ng at t he Tier 2 standar ds , so when 

10 you can draw t hese district s in a more -- using more 

11 recognizable boundaries , in a more compact manner --

12 for e xample , the district -- the protected District 

13 62 in the Pinellas , Hillsborough County area , that 

14 was a district that previously cut down into f our 

15 counties in order to achieve the proper black voting 

16 a ge population t o protect t hat . Part o f the 

17 i n crease in population and change in population , 

18 we ' re able t o now just t ake that distinct into two 

19 counties and increase its overall compactness and 

20 everything else . 

21 So when you marry all of those s tandards 

22 togethe r along with the increased size o f all of the 

23 districts across the state , in addi t ion to all o f 

24 those minority populations not al l moving to the 

25 same area -- they might disperse themselves among 
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1 the res t of the population -- that inherent ly 

2 changes how all o f the districts will come together. 

3 And that affects not only the vot i ng age population 

4 of the minority communities but also of the --

5 everyone else in the state as well . 

6 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Okay . All righ t . 

7 I ' m going to circle back. Anyone else like 

8 wishing to ask a question who has not asked one 

9 yet? 

10 Okay . Then I ' m going to go back and 

11 that ' s fine . Ranking Member Geller , you ' re up next. 

12 And I haven ' t forgotten about you , Rep . 

13 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you , Chair . 

14 I might have some others and give some 

15 other people a chance , but I just want to follow the 

16 one l ine that Rep . Skidmore was as k ing . Let' s go 

17 back, if I might , to that answer that was just given 

18 about District 62 . And i f I may ask the chie f map 

19 drafter 

20 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Map drawer . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : - - writer? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

VICE-CHAIR FINE : Map drawer . Chief map 

drawer . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' m sorry? 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : It ' s my favorite title in 
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1 the Florida House, the chief map drawer. 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Chief map d rawe r. 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Like one that you open 

4 and close . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Like t op drawer . 

6 Yes . 

7 If I ' m understanding the answer that was 

8 given , the process that the Committee and its staff 

9 has followed is based on the benchmark or protected 

10 districts t hat were enacted in 2010 and an analysis 

11 of those , which I think is consistent with 

12 Chair Leek ' s answer before about how many districts 

13 were subject to functional analysis notwithstanding 

14 how many individual functional analyses were 

15 conducted; am I correct so far? 

16 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Mr. Por eda , you a r e 

17 recognized, I think . 

18 Chair Leek , do you -- I mean , whicheve r 

19 wants . I just don ' t understand your question . I ' m 

20 sorry . 

21 

22 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : I don 't either . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Well , it was his 

23 answer . That ' s why I think I was directing it 

24 mostly , if I might, to the chief map drawer. 

25 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Why don ' t you t ry 
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1 rephrasing it again? So 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Well , because 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- because I didn ' t 

4 understand you . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : --that ' s just the 

6 predicate question anyway , but the predicat e 

7 q ues t ion was --

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Well , ask -- no. Skip 

9 the --

10 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- if I ' m as king 

11 VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- predicat e quest ion . 

12 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- it correct --

13 VICE-CHAIR FINE : What ' s your question? 

14 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : if I ' m 

15 understand t he answer that was given to Rep. 

16 Sk idmore and the prior answer f rom Chair Leek that 

17 it was the 30 that were subject to whatever number 

18 o f functional anal yses were conducted -- I like t o 

19 call those, those funky analysis -- but the basis of 

20 the procedure that we employed to ensure a 

21 constitutionally compliant map was to begin with the 

22 30 benchmark or protected districts from t h e last 

23 iteration and conduct functional analyses t o make 

24 sure -- to conduct functional anal yses on those 

25 districts ; is that accurate? 
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1 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

2 MR . POREDA : Thank you , Mr . Chai rman. 

3 As previously stated when we stated last 

4 week, we didn ' t know when we started it would be 30 

5 districts . We evaluat ed the benchmark districts and 

6 then did functional analysis where appropriate eon 

7 those districts . That' s consistent with Florida 

8 Supreme Court precedent , U.S. Supreme Court 

9 precedent , and t he Department o f Justice guidance 

10 for how to go about these protections. 

11 So when we did that , i t ended up being 30 

12 district s . That' s the beginning of the process . 

13 That ' s kind o f the starting point . 

14 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : And those --

15 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

16 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER: -- those 30 are t he 

17 ones that were derived and e xisted in the previous 

18 iterat ion o f t he map , correct? 

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

20 MR . POREDA : Partially. So in t he 

21 benchmark district , there ' s also a district that 

22 went fr om Miami-Dade to Collier County that was a 

23 ma j ority-minority Hispanic district. 

24 Not due to anything deal ing with minority 

25 district protect ions but simply due to popu lat ion 
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1 changes in the stat e, Miami-Dade County previously, 

2 when divided by the ideal population of a House 

3 District , was approximately 16 House Dist r icts . 

4 Now, under the current 2020 census data , when you 

5 take the total population of Miami - Dade County and 

6 divide it by the ideal population of a House 

7 District, which is now 180 , 000 , you get to about 15 

8 districts . 

9 So inherently , Miami - Dade County was 

10 probably going to lose a district . We knew that 

11 before we even start ed. But we were able to add a 

12 new performing district in District 47 that we 

13 previously discussed . So it isn ' t necessari l y a 

14 one- for - one comparison , but when you look at the 

15 whole population and get the totality of 

16 ci r cumstances throughout the entire map , that ' s what 

17 it ended up being . 

18 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you. 

19 My concern is when you discussed the 

20 criteria that were looked at and where the 

21 improvements were made , it sounded like we were 

22 treating Tier 1 and Tier 2 standards as if they were 

23 equival ent standar ds and not that Tier 1 is 

24 absolutely mandatory and Tier 2 is to be done where 

25 it doesn ' t impact Tie r 1 . 
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1 Specifically, the -- this answer that was 

2 given to Rep . Skidmore was , well , we made t hese 

3 advances in these other areas in l ooking -- in Tier 

4 2 standards in looking at the districts that we were 

5 examining for purposes of that funky analysis , that 

6 it doesn ' t sound like we did look at the entirety of 

7 the s t a t e based on the 2020 census t o determine 

8 whether there should be more minority districts 

9 e x isting , perhaps now modified by your reference to 

10 District 47 . 

11 I t sounds like we were just , you know , 

12 looking at the dis t ricts that existed previously and 

13 what was analogous to them and whether we could make 

14 them more compact or something, as opposed to 

15 whether there should be more protected districts 

16 creat ed to comply wi t h Tier 1 standards . 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you want to 

18 

19 CHAIRMAN LEEK : I didn ' t hear a question in 

20 there , but I will comment that you can res t assured . 

21 Your concern is unfounded . 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right. I ' m going to 

23 move on to Rep . Driskell , and we 'l l come back--

24 we ' ll come back if you want to make -- have another 

25 
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1 Rep . Driskell , you are recognized . 

2 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you. 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : And just a quick reminder 

4 on timing here . We ' re 13 minutes from being halfway 

5 through our time , and if we have any amendments , we 

6 have to do those as well as public comment and 

7 debate , so just as everyone thinks about their 

8 timing . 

9 Rep . Driskell , you are recognized for a 

10 ques t ion. 

11 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

12 Mr . Chair . 

13 Just wanted to clarify . I went back 

14 through the meeting packet and I checked on the 

15 Committee website , and we didn ' t get those PDFs that 

16 we ran through in t he presentation t oday that showed 

17 t he differences between ' 09 and ' 13 . Would we be 

18 able t o get those please as Committee members , a 

19 copy of those? 

20 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, Chair 

21 Leek . 

22 CHAIRMAN LEEK : You certainly will . We ' re 

23 looking now to confi rm that they were , in fact , put 

24 out there , and if there's another path to it , we ' ll 

25 let you know that as well . 
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1 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

2 Appreciate t hat . 

3 And then I remember in one of our first 

4 meetings that we had as a Committee , I had asked 

5 some questions about language accessibility on the 

6 website and translation functionalities , and I know 

7 there was some Google dropdown -- some Google 

8 functionality . Were all of those issues resolved, 

9 and if so , what was the resolution? 

10 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I ' m going to let Chair 

11 Leek answer that , if he wants , but again I'd point 

12 out that ' s not relevant to the subject of the bill . 

13 I don ' t know what the answer is , but it ' s not 

14 relevant to the subject of the bill . 

15 Chair Leek, you are recognized. 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . 

17 And , you know , when you pointed that out , 

18 we resolved that i ssue . All resolved. 

19 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : It has been? 

20 Okay, great. 

21 And , Mr . Chair , the reason I ' m asking those 

22 questions is because it speaks to public input , and 

23 the website is our only opportunity for public 

24 input . So for e xample , I noticed on the website as 

25 of this afternoon I can still only find the 
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1 redistricting suggestion form in a PDF form , and 

2 it ' s only in English . Would we be able to updat e 

3 that so the public could provide input through that 

4 way before these get to the floor? 

5 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Again , not really 

6 relevant to the content of the bill , but , Mr . Chair , 

7 if you want to answer that . I get publ ic comments 

8 into my email all the time , but , Rep . Leek, i f you 

9 wan t t o answe r that. 

10 CHAIRMAN LEEK : V.Je ' re checking on i t. 

11 Those specif ic issues , I ' m unaware of , and I ' m 

12 looking at --

13 REPRESENTATIVE DRI SKELL : Oh, they are? 

14 CHAIRMAN LEEK : -- the , you know, what 

15 you ' re able to get , the meeting packet , and i t shows 

16 ever ything that was p r oduced . But we 're working on 

17 it . Give me just a second . I ' ll maybe have an 

18 answe r t o you r other specific question . 

19 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

20 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Okay. Any questi ons 

21 about , you know , the content of t he HJR? 

22 Yes . Rep . Driskell , you are recognized. 

23 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

24 And t hank you for looking into that , Chair 

25 Leek . 
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1 I know we talked a lot about the 30 

2 benchmark dist ricts. Did those 30 district s include 

3 black districts and Hispanic districts? 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FI NE : You are recognized to 

5 a n swer the ques t ion , and on your next one , if you 

6 could turn -- like talk closer into the microphone . 

7 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Oh , sorry about 

8 that . 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : It ' s very hard for me t o 

10 hear you. 

11 Rep . Leek , you are recognized . Chair Leek, 

12 you are recognized . 

13 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yes . 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized for a 

15 follow-up . 

16 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

17 Mr . Chair . 

18 How many b lac k benchmark district s are 

19 there , and how many black performing districts are 

20 there in the plan under consideration today? And 

21 can we ident ify those by district number please? 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek? 

23 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Let me kick that to 

24 Ms . Kelly here . 

25 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay . Ms. Kelly , you are 
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1 recognized . 

2 STAFF DIRECTOR KELLY : Thank you , Chai r . 

3 Thank you , Vice - Chair . 

4 So Rep . Driskell , as Jason has kind of 

5 eluded to and as Chair Leek has also specified, it ' s 

6 not necessa r ily a one- for-one with what was i n the 

7 benchmark and what ' s in the curr ent map . The 

8 current functional analysis that we ran is based on , 

9 you know, the map as it sits today with 2020 

10 populat ion data . So what exist ed in 2010 may not be 

11 a benchmark district t hat was , you know , considered 

12 for purposes of this redistricting because of 

13 population growth shift change over the decade . 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Rep . Driskell , you are 

15 recognized . 

16 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

17 How many of those 30 districts were black 

18 districts , the benchmark districts? 

19 VICE- CHAIR FINE: Chai r Leek, you a r e 

20 r ecognized . 

21 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Eighteen . And just to be 

22 clear , you ' r e talking back on the current maps but 

23 not the p r oposed maps , right? 

24 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : That ' s corr ect . 

25 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Eighteen . 
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REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , Mr . 

Chair. 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Eighteen . You are 

recognized . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

How many black performing districts are 

there in the plan under consideration today? 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you are 

recogni zed. 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Eighteen . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Okay . 

10 

11 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah . Rep . Driskell , you 

13 are recognized . 

14 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : So then if my --

15 well , let me just ask the question . Let me not do 

16 math . That ' s why I went to l aw school , not good a t 

17 math like Randy -- like Chair Fine . 

18 VICE- CHAIR FINE : That ' s why I didn 't. 

19 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : How many Hispanic 

20 benchmark districts are there? 

21 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you are 

22 recognized . 

23 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Twelve . I though t Vice-

24 Ch air Fine was goi ng to handle thi s . 

25 VICE- CHAIR FINE : That ' s 13 minus 18 . Well 
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1 

2 

3 

done . 

Yes. You are recognized. 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . How 

4 many Hispanic performing districts are there in the 

5 plan under consideration today? 

6 VICE-CHAIR FINE : I ' m still going to let 

7 you do that math , Chair Leek. 

8 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . Same math , 12 . 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Are you good? 

10 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Just one moment . 

11 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I ' m going to let -- I can 

12 go back to --

13 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Okay . 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- Ranking Member Geller 

15 if you want one more . Take a minute to think about 

16 i t. 

17 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : If you want to 

18 move on and t hen I ' l l just check my notes t o make 

19 sure I didn ' t have any more . I don ' t 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay. 20 

21 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : - - want to waste 

22 time . 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Okay . 

24 Ranking Member Geller , are you good? 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Yes. 
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1 (Indiscernible) 

2 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Oh , you do? 

3 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Oh , yeah . 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FI NE : More questions? Okay . 

5 Well , not to be-- and, again, I ' m going to 

6 check in . Anybody else who hasn ' t asked any 

7 

8 

9 

10 

q ues t ions ye t? 

Okay . You ' re up. 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : (Indiscernible) 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : He has not raised his 

11 hand . I can sort of see him down t here . So --

Okay. 

good . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : (Indiscernible) 

VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right. Thanks . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you. 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: Rep. Jenne said he is 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : (Indiscernible) 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Every question that could 

20 be asked has already been asked . So he does not 

21 have any questions . 

22 Ranking Member Geller , you are recognized . 

23 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Oh , no . he 

24 (indiscernible) . Oh , I know he does . 

25 CHAIRMAN LEEK : He also has under . 
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VICE-CHAIR FINE : Oh , he has t he under as 

2 well. All right . 

3 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Is it not the case 

4 -- just again on that last line , is it not the case 

5 that based on the populat ion growth that we should 

6 be seeing some kind of an increase at l east i n terms 

7 of Spanish language minority districts based on the 

8 population growth in the state? 

9 It sounds like all we ' ve done lS maybe 

10 exchanged t he one district tha t used to run across 

11 t he Everglades from Miami - Dade to Coll i er for , I ' ve 

12 heard , t his new District 47 . But is it not the case 

13 that the population shift and increase should have 

14 justified the creation of additional e i ther b l ack or 

15 Hispanic districts and perhaps a Creole language 

16 district? 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

18 r ecognized . 

19 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Remember , it ' s r elative 

20 growth . 

21 

22 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' m sorry? 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : It ' s re lative growth . So 

23 just because one population increases doesn ' t mean 

2 4 its relative growth changes . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : So you 're saying 
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1 that there is not a relative change such that in any 

2 portion of the state t here shoul d have been an 

3 increase in any of t hose prot ected districts? 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

5 recognized. 

6 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you . 

7 I ' m saying that the number of protected 

8 districts in the curr ent map reflect not only what 

9 lS required but what it is appropriate. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : But what is? 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Appropriate . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Okay . If -

VICE- CHAI R FINE : You are recognized . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Rep . Jenne has 

some , I ' ll defer , but otherwise - 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: He doesn 't. 

17 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- I do have a 

18 couple others. 

19 VICE- CHAIR FINE: He does not . So a r e we 

20 done? No . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Okay . Give me a 

22 moment here then . 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE: Rep . Driskell , we ' ll go 

2 4 back to Rep. Driskell then . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 
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1 And , Mr . Chair , Chair Leek, I went back 

2 through and realized I was looking at the wrong 

3 packet. I found those PDFs . So thank you for that . 

4 Sorry about that confusion . 

5 Let me ask because I thought - - I was going 

6 back through my not es -- that when we did the 

7 presentation on Districts 35 through 47 , which are 

8 kind of in that Central Florida area , I thought I 

9 heard Rep . Si rois mention t hat there may have been a 

10 new Hispanic performing district created t here . Was 

11 that correct? 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I ' m going to recognize 

13 ou r chief map drawer to answer that. 

14 MR . POREDA : Yes. District 47 does not 

15 have - - tha t we talked about previously doesn ' t have 

16 a n analogous district in the benchmark that i t would 

17 be considered a new performing majority-minority 

18 Hispanic district . 

19 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Got it . 

20 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Follow- up? 

21 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you . 

22 So I guess my question is if -- because we 

23 just learned that there were 12 Hi spanic benchmark 

24 districts previously and now we have 12 Hispanic 

25 performing district s under the current plan but we 
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1 have a new Hispanic performing district under this 

2 new plan, that , to me , would seem that there would 

3 be 13 , not 12 . So what happened to that other 

4 Hispanic performing district? 

5 VICE- CHAIR FINE : See , you can do math. 

6 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : A l ittle bit. A 

7 little . 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE: You want to take a shot 

9 at that? 

10 MR . POREDA : So that was a result of , as I 

11 talked about before with the population of Mi ami -

12 Dade County , it simply didn ' t grow as fast as the 

13 rest of the state . It was , in fact , the 37th state 

14 (sic) when ranked on percent of population growth. 

15 So the ideal population of a House District divided 

16 by Miami-Dade's total population ends up being one 

17 less than last time . 

18 Because Miami - Dade County , a l l but two 

19 districts that have all or a portion of themselves 

20 being in Miami - Dade County are all protected 

21 Hispanic districts , one of those distri cts that is 

22 kind of no longer there in the benchmark district is 

23 District 105 . So that d i strict essenti ally moved 

24 from South Florida . Now, with the new distri ct up 

25 t here , t hat account s for the diffe r ence in the 
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1 numbers . 

2 

3 

VICE-CHAIR FINE: So added one , lost one . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Okay . 

4 

5 

6 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Anything e l se? 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Yes . I think -

VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah . You are 

7 recognized. 

8 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Mr . Chair. I 

9 know we talked a lo t about the Haitian Creole 

10 speakers being o r, you know , making sur e that we 

11 t ook into account wha t ever data t hat we could t o 

12 achieve that Tie r 1 c r iteria with respect to those 

13 language minorities , how are the Haitian Creole 

14 speakers reflected in this plan? 

15 VICE- CHAIR FINE: I feel like we ' ve 

16 answe r e d t his ad infinitum . So I ' m going t o move 

17 

18 

on . 

We ' r e going to t ake -- we ' re going to do 

19 another question . We ' ve answered --

20 

21 

22 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Mr . Chair -

VICE- CHAIR FINE: -- that . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : or maybe I 

23 cou l d rephr ase it? 

2 4 I guess wha t I was trying to ask is which 

25 districts a r e t hey reflected in under t he plan? I 
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1 don ' t know that we spoke about specific district 

2 numbers . That ' s the informa tion I was trying to get 

3 at . 

4 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

5 recognized. 

6 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah , 107 and 108 . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you. 7 

8 

9 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: Okay . All r ight . Final 

10 

11 

12 

13 

bite at the apple . We 're going to the end now , Rep . 

Geller , Ranking Membe r Geller. 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : All right. Thank 

you . 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : I don ' t want to win the 

14 over by that much , just so you know . 

15 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' m sorry? You- -

16 VICE-CHAIR FINE: I don ' t want to win the 

17 bet . So I ' m fine if we don ' t 

18 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Well , you must not 

19 have had v e r y much on it . 

So --20 

21 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: Yeah. 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Needed to adjust 

22 the size of the bet , I think, there . 

23 And , by the way , I just want to be clear . 

24 I don ' t have any money down either way . So I think 

25 the Federal Appeals Court s truck that down . I ' m not 
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1 allowed to do that t hrough the (indiscernible ) 

2 VICE-CHAIR FINE : All r i ght. Do you have a 

3 question? 

4 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- through the 

5 Seminole website there . 

6 But yes . My question is -- and I have to 

7 say is probably something that is information 

8 provided to us . But how many of the benchmark or 

9 protected distric t s are ma j ority- minority , that is 

10 to say provide -- consis t s of more t han 50 percent 

11 o f the t otal population of the seat ? 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, 

13 Rep . Leek . 

14 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Just clarifying . When you 

15 say how many , do you mean in the benchmark map or do 

16 you mean in t his proposed map? 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : On the proposed 

map . 

17 

18 

19 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Okay . So not the benchmark 

20 map but the proposed map we ' re getting . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : How many of the 

22 districts that are identified as protected 

23 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . 

24 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : were -- are 

25 ma j ority- minority? If you can break that between 
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1 black and Hispanic, that would be great . 

2 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek , you are 

3 recognized . 

4 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Twenty-one . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Twenty- one of the 

6 total of thirty? 

7 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yes . 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

9 Yeah . 

10 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : What ' s the highes t 

11 concentration o f minority voters in any of those 

12 districts? 

13 VICE-CHAIR FINE : One second . Just give us 

14 a minute. 

15 Chair Leek , you are recognized. 

16 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yeah . You know, bef ore we 

17 run down this rabbit hole o f us reviewing the 

18 information that i s i n the packet f or you and 

19 available to you , you know, if you a ll of that 

20 stuff is readily available t o you , has been readily 

21 available to you . If you want to count those up , I 

22 would ask you to do that on your time and not the 

23 Committee time because , again , I have the under . 

24 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Okay . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : So t o follow that 
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1 then , that was a predicate question . What 

2 conside r ation was given to providing functional 

3 districts that would allow minorities to elect 

4 candidates of their choice that would not have 

5 resulted in such large concentrations of minority 

6 voters in those particular districts , which would 

7 have allowed t hose minority voters to have a g r eater 

8 voice in neighboring districts? 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Chair Leek, you are 

10 recognized . 

11 CHAIRMAN LEEK : I ' m just going to say that 

12 the language that you ' re using , as we ' ve kind of 

13 gone through our educational process , we've harped 

14 on using the language of the law and being precise 

15 with our language . Functional districts is not a 

16 thing . 

17 And so the question you ' re asking is not 

18 one that can be answe r ed because the language you ' re 

19 using is not consistent with the language we have to 

20 use . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I ' ll try to 

22 rephrase then if that ' s okay with the Chair? If I ' m 

23 recognized for that purpose , Mr . Chair . 

24 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay . 

25 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Okay . Thank you . 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0003996 

JX 0031-0124 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 124 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

Page 125 

1 VICE-CHAIR FINE : We ' re good? 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : So let me say --

3 no . I said I ' d try to rephrase if that was okay 

4 with the Chair . 

5 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah . If you can get --

6 we ' re having a hard time hearing . I think everyone 

7 is getting a littl e tired. 

8 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : All right. Let me 

9 t ry and 

10 VICE- CHAIR FINE : If you can get close to 

11 the microphone . 

12 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- be very close t o 

13 t h is microphone . We ' ll try and develop a 

14 relationship here . 

15 What consideration was given to lowering 

16 some o f the percentage concentrat i ons o f minori t y 

17 voters in those proposed districts that would still 

18 have allowed t hose minorities to select 

19 representat ives of their choosing but would have 

20 resulted in lower percentage concentrations such 

21 that those minority voters could also have impac t on 

22 neighboring dis t ricts? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, 

24 Chair Leek. 

25 I think what you ' re asking me is , would we 
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1 or did we -- should we have divided up minority 

2 populations to spread them out, which , of course , 

3 creates its own legal issue? And you might be 

4 referring to the South Florida districts , but t he 

5 HVAP or the BVAP is purely a function of the 

6 population concentration within a geographic area . 

7 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : But t hat ' s 

8 VICE- CHAIR FINE: You are recognized . 

9 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you. 

10 That ' s actually hones t ly not my question . 

11 I under stand t hat i t' s a function of the 

12 concentration , but still , there -- I mean , as we 

13 discussed, maps can be drawn many different ways. 

1 4 My question is , what consideration was given to not 

15 putting -- I ' m trying to avoid -- in deference to 

16 your point, Chair, I ' m trying t o avoid pejorative 

17 language . 

18 So I ' m just asking what consider ation was 

19 given to having lower top- l ine majority- minority 

20 populations such that more of the voters that are 

21 placed in those districts could have been put into 

22 neighboring districts and given a voice there while 

23 still allowing the constitutiona l ly required choice 

24 of minority vot ers such that they could choose their 

25 own representatives? 
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1 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized, 

2 Chair Leek. 

3 CHAIRMAN LEEK : You know, obviously, we ' re 

4 not going to violate Tier 1 by making a decision in 

5 map drawing based on race , and so our charge is to 

6 protect the protect ed districts and not to diminish . 

7 The Supreme Court has said a slight deviation up and 

8 down that is not material is perfectly acceptable . 

9 So I ' m a little worried t hat your suggestion could 

10 be construed as making map drawing decisions based 

11 on race , and t hat is something we would not 

12 consider . 

13 VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right. I think we 

14 are done. 

15 Members , that concludes our questions . 

16 There are no amendments . 

17 So seeing no amendments , we ' re going to 

18 move on to public t estimony . 

19 First , in public testimony, we have Miranda 

20 Galindo with LatinoJustice PRLDEF . You are 

21 recognized. When you get to the podium, please make 

22 s u re your microphone is on. 

23 Actually, before you speak, real quick, I 

24 want to remind all speakers to keep their comments 

25 on topic and to the extent your comments align with 
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1 our constitutional standards , it would be 

2 benefi cial , as the map we ' re voting on has to be in 

3 alignment with these standards . 

4 And with that , you are recognized . 

5 MIRANDA GALINDO : Thank you . 

6 Good afternoon , Miranda Galindo , senior 

7 counsel at LatinoJustice PRLDEF . Thank you for your 

8 hard work this redistricting season and for the 

9 oppor t unity to present ou r opposition t o the 

10 proposed map , which unfairly represents your Latino 

11 constituent s . 

12 Florida ' s booming Latino population has 

13 outgrown the benchmark map . The 2020 census counted 

14 nearly 1.5 million more Latinos in Florida than it 

15 did a decade ago , and common sense dictates that a 

16 prot ected class comp rising over a quarter of 

17 Florida ' s total population should enjoy a fa i r 

18 numbe r of Latino majority dis tricts . 

19 I ' d like to clarify that this growth was 

20 not only numerical . It was also relati ve growth. 

21 In 2010 , Latinos were approximately 22 pe r cent of a 

22 total population in Florida. Now , Lati nos comprise 

23 ove r 26 per cent of Florida ' s total population . 

24 However , only 14 pe r cent of the seats 

25 p r oposed in Map H8013 a r e maj ority Hispanic voting 
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1 age population districts . Compare this to non-

2 Hispanic white Floridians , who comp r ise 

3 approximately 53 percent of Florida ' s total 

4 population but are majority voting age population in 

5 64 percent of the House seats in Map 8013 . 

6 The redistricting process should mi tigate , 

7 not exacerbate , the inj ustice of disparately low 

8 Latino political power . Congress passed the Voting 

9 Rights Act of 1965 t o protect our democratic process 

10 from racial discrimination . 

11 The Florida Legislature is entrusted with 

12 enforcing this landmark Civil Rights law to combat 

13 discriminatory practices that have historical ly 

14 disenfranchised black , brown , and Indigenous 

15 Floridians , including English- only election 

16 practices , poll taxes , the notorious g r andfathe r 

17 clause , and all white primaries as wel l as 

18 malapportionment , whi ch have all undermined the 

19 ability of r acial and language minorit i es t o elect 

20 their candida tes of choice throughout history in 

21 Florida . 

22 The Voting Rights Act requires that where 

23 Latino majo r ity dist r icts may be d r awn feasibly and 

24 consistent with Section 2 , they must be d r awn . 

25 Latino Flor idians have a r ight t o r epr esent a t ion 
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1 where possible under Section 2. Section 2 of the 

2 Vot ing Rights Act prohibits dilution of the voting 

3 strength of the Lat ino population as defined by the 

4 2020 census . 

5 The start ing point of this analysis , also 

6 known as the first Gingles precondition , is the 

7 identification of Latino populations throughout the 

8 state that are geographically compact and 

9 sufficiently numerous to be a major ity in a single 

10 district. The Legislature cannot limit this 

11 analysis to the Latino population in each outdated 

12 district of the benchmark map . 

13 We are disturbed by indications that the 

14 Legislature ' s methodology may not have assessed the 

15 existence of sufficiently compact and numerous 

16 Lat i no populations r egardless of whethe r those 

17 populations cross existing district lines . 

18 Such a practice would fail to protect 

19 compact Latino communities occupying two or mor e 

20 districts in the benchmark map . For example , the 

21 Legislature should evaluate whether districts in 

22 Miami-Dade County may be redrawn to create 

23 additional Latino majority districts without 

24 undermin ing African American political power in that 

25 region . 
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1 Similar ly , the Legislature should evaluate 

2 the possibility of c r eating four pe r forming Latino 

3 seats in the r egion comprising Orange , Osceol a , 

4 Polk, and Seminole Counties , which woul d improve the 

5 representation of Central Florida ' s growing Latino 

6 population . 

7 Now , let ' s talk about what vote di l ution 

8 looks like under federal law and how to fix it . 

9 General ly , district maps violate Section 2, where 

10 they pack Latino voters into one o r a small number 

11 of districts to minimize their influence . 

12 The Legislature has a duty to evaluate how 

13 to unpack Latinos in South Florida districts in 

14 proposed map H8013 , which contains concentrations of 

15 Latino voting age populations as high as 94 percent 

16 in Dist r ict 112 . The packing of South Florida 

17 Latinos into fewer seats is a form of vote dilution 

18 unless t he Legislature unpacks t hose districts where 

19 feasible under Section 2 . 

20 District maps also generally violate 

21 Section 2 where they crack or fragment Latino voters 

22 among several districts where block voting majority 

23 can rout inely outvote them . 

24 The Legislatu r e has a duty to evaluate how 

25 to avoid c r acking geographically compac t Lat ino 
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1 populations in Central and South Florida. The first 

2 step in this analysis is a s t atewide evaluation of 

3 all sufficiently nume r ous and compact Latino 

4 populations that could comprise a majority in a 

5 single district , regardless of those populations ' 

6 presence in two or more existing districts . 

7 For example , the Legislature should 

8 evaluate how to keep Latino communities of interest 

9 in Polk County together where feasible . Prior 

10 proposed map H8005 did a better job of keeping these 

11 communities together while simul t aneously keeping 

12 cities whole . 

13 The Legislature ' s continual denial of 

14 meaningful opportunities for public participation 

15 deprives this redistricting process of complete 

16 information on p r o t ected communities . LatinoJustice 

17 reiterates our numerous requests for meaningful 

18 oppor t unities for public participation in the form 

19 of improved language access services , provision of 

20 virtual participation options for public hearings , 

21 and regional public hearings outside of Tallahassee . 

22 Floridians who are limited English 

23 proficient , impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic , and 

24 who reside far away f r om Tallahassee a r e no l ess 

25 deserving of having t hei r voi ces heard in this 
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1 forum. 

2 You mentioned the impact -- the importance 

3 of members participation in protecting Hai t ian 

4 Creole communities , and I would like to point out 

5 the equal importance of direct public participation 

6 from this community . Similarly , the public input 

7 t ab t ha t leads to t he PDF f orm to provide commen t s 

8 to this Committee is only in English, and t his is an 

9 issue t hat we have poin t ed out numerous times , 

10 including last week . 

11 Finally, we reserve the right t o amend this 

12 t estimony based on addi t ional information that we 

13 are currently developing. Than k you . 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Thank you. 

15 Next up , we ' ve got Cecile Scoon with the 

16 League o f Women Vot ers of Florida . 

17 CECILE SCOON : Good afternoon . My name is 

18 

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : You are recognized . 

20 CECILE SCOON : Thank you. My name is 

21 Cecile Scoon , and I ' m president of the League of 

22 Women Voters of Florida . And I ' ve been taking a lot 

23 of good notes as a lot of good information as come 

24 out . 

25 I believe I heard a statement that one of 
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1 the reasons why there was no functiona l analysis 

2 done on one of the dist ricts that had a high 

3 Hispanic population is because other districts that 

4 had a higher HVAP , voting age population , did not 

5 show that they could perform . 

6 And one of the things that I wanted to 

7 bring out is t hat it is well-known that the Hispanic 

8 population is impacted by different thi ngs , and part 

9 of it is when you count the bodies , not all of the 

10 bodies can vote . So you need to do a more detailed 

11 analysis and not simply rely on the Hispanic voting 

12 age population, and one of those is a racial l y 

13 polarized voting data analysis to actually determine 

14 the number of people that can vote and whether the 

15 Hispanic group is voting cohesively, which , of 

16 cour se , is one of the requirements of the Gingles 

17 the three requirements that is part of Tier 1 and 

18 part of the Voting Rights Act. 

19 So when you know you have a group that has 

20 these different issues , in terms of high propensity , 

21 not everybody can vote and not everybody that speaks 

22 the same language votes the same way but you 're not 

23 doing the deeper anal ysis that ' s avai l able to you , 

24 then I don 't think that ' s meeting the constitutional 

25 standard o r the s t andards r equi r ed under Tier 1 of 

www.DigitaiEvidenceGroup.comDigital Evidence Group C'rt 2023 202-232-0646 

HT_0004006 

JX 0031-0134 

Case 4:22-cv-00109-AW-MAF   Document 201-31   Filed 09/26/23   Page 134 of 186



1/26/2022 Common Cause, et al. v. Cord Byrd Audio Transcription 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Page 135 

our Fair Districts . 

You have t o use the tools available . 

There ' s nothing in Fair Districts or the Voting 

Rights Act that says you can only use the census. 

If there are other tools available , you shoul d use 

them in conjunction . You could use the Ameri can 

Communi t y Survey in conjunction with the census ln 

some aspects to dete rmine some of these deeper 

questions , and it ' s conce r ning that it hasn ' t been 

done. 

There was a similar comment that was made 

with regards to we felt that we were protecting the 

Creole vote because they were subsumed in districts 

that were protected under -- fo r African Americans. 

It ' s the same idea . You ' re not using all the tools 

available t o you , which we say a r e r equired to 

determine racially polarizing voting data to 

determine if t hese g r oups a r e voting cohesively . 

There ' s an assumption there that is not allowed 

under the Constitution, and it ' s not a l lowed under 

Fair Dist r icts . You've got to do the work. And so 

I would suggest that you take the time to check out 

these popul ations and make sure they a r e being 

properly p r otected . 

There was anot he r comment that was quite 
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1 interesting . I believe , Representative Leek, 

2 Chair Leek, you made the comment that one o f the 

3 reasons why you are not as comfortable using the 

4 American Community Survey , I believe you stated it 

5 was based on 2010 census information . So it wasn ' t 

6 as up to date as people might have thought. 

7 Well , that's the exact same argument that 

8 we are making with regards to the House ' s re l iance 

9 and focus on the protected districts as the 

10 benchmark districts . The choice of the benchmark 

11 districts also came from -- based in the Court 

12 decision in 2016 , which was looking back at 2010 

13 census data . 

14 You exactly proved my point . Relying so 

15 heavily on 2010 data is not good , and you basically 

16 said that with regards to your concerns about the 

17 American Community Survey . 

18 So that is why we ' re saying one o f the 

19 reasons why there ' s so much concern with the high 

20 increase in the Hispanic population and the increase 

21 in the African American population and there not 

22 being any increase in the number of protected 

23 distric t s . 

24 We think these failures that we ' ve 

25 mentioned a r e some -- in the process are some of the 
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1 reasons why this is happening , and we would like you 

2 t o consider and do the data analysis t hat' s well 

3 within your con t rol . Thank you . 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FI NE : Okay . 

5 Members , we ' re now in debate . 

6 Representative Byrd, you are recognized . 

7 REPRESENTATIVE BYRD : Thank you , Vice-Chair 

8 Fine . 

9 And I j us t want t o , you know, fi rs t off, 

10 thank t he -- all t he members of t he Committ ee for 

11 their hard work and the members of the -- just t he 

12 entire House who participated in this process . It 

13 was a bipartisan e ffort of individual s to come and 

14 work with s taf f , to work with Chair leek and myself 

15 in producing this final map , which is different than 

16 the one we d i d t he o t her day . And I j ust want to 

17 t h ank everyone ' s participation and most importantly 

18 s t af f and ask everybody ' s f avorabl e support. 

19 VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right . We ' re in 

20 debate . Members , anyone else wishing to speak in 

21 debate? 

22 Ranking Member Geller , you are recognized . 

23 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you. 

24 At this time , I ' m going to renew the 

25 request that I made at the beginning that we not 
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1 take a vote on this map . I think t he debat e and the 

2 questions that -- well, particularly t he q uest ions 

3 that were asked show that there are significant 

4 changes that were made as recently as Monday . There 

5 are questions that we ' re still trying to get some 

6 answers to . I know that I would benefit -- speaking 

7 j u st f or myself -- by having more time to look a t 

8 these . 

9 I want t o harken back t o the fact t hat, 

10 although we had those workshop maps , we were 

11 repeatedly cautioned that those maps were merely 

12 examples . They didn ' t represent anything . Maps 

13 dropped last week , a few days ago , and some 48 hours 

14 ago , we got maps that had significant numbers of 

15 changes . And speaking on behalf of myself and other 

16 members o f my caucus , we would ask again that this 

17 be deferred just to the very next meeting of the 

18 Committee . I don 't think t hat a few days de f erral 

19 would do any harm to the process . I have other 

20 comments , but I ' m going to stop at that point to put 

21 that reques t back on the record . 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Are you finished with 

23 your comment s? This is your only 

24 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I do have others --

25 VICE- CHAIR FINE : -- bite at the apple on 
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1 this one. 

2 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : -- depending on t he 

3 response to that . 

4 VI CE- CHAI R FI NE : There ' s nothing for me to 

5 respond to . I mean , are you done with your 

6 comments? 

7 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Wel l , I guess I ' m 

8 not then. 

9 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Okay . I ' m going t o let 

10 you keep going then , bu t you get 

11 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Would a motion --

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : everybody gets one 

13 bite at the apple on this one . 

14 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Would a motion to 

15 defer this t o the next Committee meeting be in order 

16 at this time , Mr . Chair? 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I mean , Ranking Member 

18 Geller , I ' m going t o leave it up to you to decide 

19 what you want to say . 

20 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : We l l , what I want 

21 to say is I move to defer this matter to t he next 

22 meeting of the Committee. Is that in order? 

23 VICE-CHAIR FINE : I don ' t believe -- there 

24 is no such thing as a mot i on to defer. So that ' s 

25 ou t of order . It doesn ' t exist . 
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1 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : A motion to table 

2 until the next meeting o f t he Committee? 

3 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah . What you ' re asking 

4 for is also not a motion. 

5 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Okay . I will 

6 inquire . Is there -- what motion would allow me to 

7 request -- I mean , I have a pretty good grasp of 

8 parliamentary procedure , I think . What mot ion would 

9 be the proper moti on t o request t hat t he vote on 

10 this map be deferred un t i l the next meet ing of t he 

11 Committee? Or rescheduled or reset or tabled or 

12 I ' m open to some other parliamentary suggestion . I 

13 t h ink my intent is clear. 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Yeah. With all due 

15 respect , Ranking Member Geller , it ' s not my role to 

16 advise you on par l iamen t ary procedure as the Chair . 

17 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : All right . Is a 

18 motion t o temporarily pass this unti l the next 

19 meeting of the Committee in order? If so , I would 

20 make that motion. 

21 VICE- CHAIR FINE : I don ' t think t here is 

22 s u ch a thing as you ' ve described. 

23 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : As temporarily 

24 passed? We TP thi ngs all the time. Temporarily 

25 postpone the issue --
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1 VICE-CHAIR FINE : All right . I ' m going to 

2 help you out . You could make a mot ion to 

3 temporarily pos t pone . That would be in order if you 

4 wish to make that motion. 

5 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : So moved . 

6 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Okay . A motion to 

7 temporarily postpone is decided without debate 

8 can I see this? It ' s -- sorry . I ' m going to read 

9 this -- is decided without debate and without 

10 debat e . 

11 So we ' re going to vote . All those members 

12 choosing to vote to temporarily postpone say aye. 

13 (Mult iple ayes ) 

14 VICE- CHAIR FINE : All those opposed say 

15 nay . 

16 (Multip l e nays ) 

17 VICE- CHAIR FINE : All right. Show the 

18 motion defeated . 

19 We ' ll move -- I ' m going to let you continue 

20 with your comments though still . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : Thank you. 

22 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Okay. 

23 REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : I reluctantly have 

24 to speak against the map. Reluctantly , I believe 

25 that the map does not sufficiently address some of 
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1 the concerns that have been raised today as far as 

2 maximizing what ought to be protected o r benchmar k 

3 districts such that we would have a map that is 

4 compliant with all of the Tier 1 standards that 

5 we ' re required to follow . 

6 Reluctantly , I must conclude that the 

7 combination of a lack of public input as something 

8 that we ' ve raised repeatedly since the very 

9 beginning of this Committee process , that we never , 

10 other than making a portal available , sought out 

11 public input in any sense , requiring people i nstead 

12 either to seek out the portal or to appear here 

13 today as a few have . 

14 Some of the concerns raised by the public 

15 in the discussion today are concerning to me, and I 

16 think we have over relied on what the situati on was 

17 back i n 2010 to identify so- called benchmark 

18 districts . 

19 I ' m concerned that we have not had enough 

20 time to review the most recent submiss i ons , as 

21 recently as Monday , two days ago , and that the 

22 majority vote of the Committee has been to deny us 

23 the opportunity to temporarily postpone this for 

24 further consideration at our very next Committee 

25 meeting . We ' re still early in session . 
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1 There are some process issues t hat are 

2 s till unclear. We ' ve asked on a number o f occasions 

3 wh o has specifi cally done t he draft ing o f t his , and 

4 a particular question was asked today as to what 

5 i nput may have been received by staff that was doing 

6 the drawing . 

7 I know that there was a question on several 

8 occasions who was involved. We've had a generalized 

9 answer . Also that legal counsel was involved. I ' ve 

10 yet t o hear t he na mes o f who that legal counsel is . 

11 They have no t been t o my knowledge presented bef ore 

12 us . 

13 For these and other reasons , regretfully , 

14 maybe I should say regrettably, I ' m forced to be a 

15 no vote on t his map today . That might have been 

16 remedied had we had a bit more t ime , but 

17 regrettably, I will be voting down . 

18 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Thank you. 

19 Rep . Goff-Marcil , you are recognized in 

20 debate . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE GOFF- MARCIL : Thank you , 

22 Mr. Chair . 

23 When we were t o l d that there was going to 

24 be -- well , there is a redistrict i ng website where 

25 the public could go and put their input , I was very 
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1 excited about that . I really thought this was going 

2 to be a process where the public could give their 

3 input and study it and work alongside with us and 

4 give lots of input . 

5 It became clear t hat that was just 

6 something to make them think that they were giving 

7 input , and then it also became clear that we were 

8 not getting the information that we needed to be 

9 able t o give our input . And by that , when I was 

10 asking t he questions about the workshop maps , I was 

11 t old that I could get input on those . But I was 

12 also told that they were just workshop maps , and 

13 that that was not necessarily the map . 

14 And what I ' ve learned from this process , 

15 which is a very interesting process , that it ' s 

16 mathematical , and t he r e are so many different maps 

17 that could we could come up with based -- and 

18 stil l meet the c rite ria that we have to meet . And 

19 it might not be the policy wants that one person 

20 wants or another person wants , but it still meets 

21 t he criteria to be an acceptable map . 

22 So I ' ve learned that , and that's why it 

23 wou l d be a lmos t impossible to t r y to get input on 

24 those last maps when we did not know that this 

25 cur rent map was going t o be similar to the workshop 
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1 maps . So even if I thought -- and I don ' t -- wi t h 

2 all t hese questions t ha t have come up , I really 

3 don ' t know , just from sitting here f or the last 

4 since 1 o ' clock, so two and a half hours -- in two 

5 a nd a half hours , I have not been able to determine 

6 whether this map meets the proper criteria . And 

7 even if I had determined that in my own mind, I 

8 would not think that it was acceptable that there 

9 was not enough public input on t he maps . 

10 So I ' m not comfortable vo t ing on these --

11 this map t oday . Thank you . 

12 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Representative Driskell , 

13 you are recognized . 

14 And someone behind -- Representative 

15 Omphroy , was your hand up too , just so I know? It 

16 was? Yes or no . I can ' t tell . 

17 

18 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE : She said no . 

VICE- CHAIR FINE : No . Okay. 

19 Represent ative Driskell , you are 

20 recognized . 

21 REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : Thank you , 

22 Mr. Chair . 

23 I too will be down on the maps today, and I 

24 also wish we had more time to eval uate them . Th is 

25 one , we j ust got it on Monday . We know that session 
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1 is incredibly busy . We all have committee meetings 

2 and many obl i gations while we ' re here , and that 

3 short amount of time makes it difficult to be able 

4 to check in back home with our constituents. And I 

5 do believe we have t he time to do that while we ' re 

6 here at session . Just we ' d need to postpone voting 

7 on the maps t oday . 

8 And I guess it ' s not just because of that . 

9 I t' s also because I ' m not clear or perhaps even in 

10 agreement with some o f t he policy decisions that 

11 I ' ve been hearing, in terms of how we ' ve decided to 

12 develop the maps . I tried to get a lot of clari t y 

13 today about what we did with respect to the Haitian 

14 population , and I know that none of the census data 

15 provides this . 

16 But t he ACS data does provide it . It is an 

17 estimation. Perhaps not a perfect one but it is an 

18 estimation t hat we could have taken into account. 

19 And I understand it doesn ' t include voting data , but 

20 perhaps , you know, colloquial anecdotes from our 

21 members don ' t include voting data as well . I just 

22 think that ' s all important information to consider , 

23 and that we are actually able to consider t hat . 

24 It ' s just a policy choice whether or not we do . 

25 And I had a lot of questions about t he 
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1 number of benchmark districts that there were and 

2 t rying to unders tand that. I don ' t unders t and why 

3 we did not perform a functional analysis on all 

4 districts . I understand that maybe we didn ' t have 

5 to but not having t o is different than making a 

6 decision not to . And so there are just still so 

7 many unanswered questions. 

8 And it seems that the more we're able to 

9 t alk about t his and have these committ ee hearings 

10 and ask questions , the more informat ion t hat we ' re 

11 able to get that would enable us to get t o the 

12 comfort level that we need but , dare I say, that the 

13 public need as well . 

14 I mean , we ' re about to reset Florida ' s maps 

15 for a decade . It merits the time , you know. This 

16 will be one o f t he most consequential things we ' ll 

17 get to do , those of us who are serving righ t now , 

18 that we ' ll ever get to do whi le we ' re in p ublic 

19 service . So many members never get this 

20 opportunity , and we need to take the time t o make 

21 s u re that we get it right . 

22 So t hank you for the time and the 

23 graciousness in allowing so many questions today. 

24 It actually is hel pful to the process , Mr . Chairs , 

25 and I do appreciate the time . 
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1 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Anyone e l se wishing t o 

2 speak in debat e? 

3 Represent ative Thompson , you are 

4 recognized . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : Thank you , 

6 Mr . Chair . 

7 Members , you ' ve already heard that wha t ever 

8 comes out of this process is something that we ' re 

9 bound t o f or a decade , and , therefore , I think we 

10 have t o be very deliberat e . And we need to devo t e 

11 the time t o make sure that the result of t his 

12 process allows us to make sure that the voices of a 

13 very diverse population in the state of Florida wil l 

14 be heard. 

15 And while I ' ve heard a lot about the 30 

16 protected district s and not wanting to diminish t ha t 

17 number , I ' ve not heard anything about maximizing the 

18 opport unity t o have more minority access d i strict s. 

19 And so that troubles me . 

20 At the same time , we have prison 

21 populations that are counted in the census , which 

22 means that we likely have districts that are 

23 overpopulated because they count the prison 

24 population , who are not counted in the voting age 

25 population . 
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1 At the same time , we have two Hou se seats 

2 t ha t a r e vacant. We have the seat tha t had forme r ly 

3 been occupied by Repr esen t ative DuBois that is 

4 vacant as well as the seat that was occupied by 

5 Representative Hardy that is vacant as well , and we 

6 rely on the members to actually know their 

7 communi t ies and to give input regarding communities 

8 of interest and geogr aphical boundary lines and so 

9 many other things . 

10 And so I support Represent ative Ge l ler ' s 

11 recommendation that we temporarily postpone a vote 

12 today . I know we ' ve already voted on that . 

13 howeve r , I think because we only got the maps on 

14 Monday and in our las t Committee I asked about the 

15 maps that we were reviewing and I was told that 

16 t hose were not , in fact , maps , so for all of these 

17 reasons , I will not be voting in favor of the maps 

18 t oday . 

19 

20 

Thank you , Mr . Chair . 

VICE- CHAIR FINE: Representative Omphroy , 

21 you are recognized in debate . 

22 REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : Thank you ve ry 

23 much , Chair. 

24 I neither went to law school no r am I a 

25 mathematician , but I did t ake the opportunity t o 
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1 look at what was proposed by the two speakers that 

2 came up to speak . And while the a r ea t hat I 

3 currently have the pleasure of residing in , Br oward 

4 County, doesn 't look off to me , I do have ask if 

5 it ' s possible for -- if we voted on thi s map today , 

6 are we going to be looking at amendments on the 

7 House Floor when i t comes before us as a ful l House? 

8 Because I do feel as if we have missed some very 

9 cri t ical areas that were b r ought up here. 

10 I talk a lot more than I used to talk in 

11 t he Florida House , but I do see some concerns with 

12 the fact that our benchmark numbers have not 

13 adjusted and our population has . So I love the work 

14 that we do in t he Florida House , and I love the team 

15 that has been preparing these maps . 

16 And I know it ' s no easy feat to do what is 

17 being done here today, but I would like for us to 

18 t ake anothe r look at whether or not we have fully 

19 expl ored the possibilities for additional House 

20 Districts to be looked at as access districts . And 

21 I may be saying this incorrectly . 

22 Because based on my non -- you know , I ' m 

23 not a mathematician and I' m not an attor ney , it 

24 looks as if we should have grown these distri cts to 

25 at l eas t 45 compar ed t o the 30 t hat we have sitting 
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1 here just on numbers , and that's a low estimat e . 

2 So while my question or my debate process 

3 is this : like I said, as a representative , I 

4 represent a dis t rict solely, like we all do , but I 

5 also have to look a t the state of Florida in a 

6 holistic manner and look at my state as a whole . 

7 And so I ' m asking for my House to relook at 

8 the possibilities o f expanding the access districts 

9 t o reflect more o f what has taken place with t he 

10 population in the s t a t e of Florida . I know this is 

11 not a happy process for us because we ' re all 

12 members , and we represent groups that we ' ve fallen 

13 i n love with . However , we have to a l so make sure 

14 the state is doing what it ' s supposed to do , and 

15 those are my thoughts. Thank you . 

16 VICE- CHAIR FINE : Thank you. 

17 And before we move on , I ' d remind everyone 

18 this is a t his wi l l be a regular bill present ed 

19 on the House Floor, should it be presented on the 

20 House Floor. 

21 Anyone else wishing to speak in debate? 

22 Okay . I don ' t see anybody . 

23 So with that, Chair Leek, you are 

24 recognized to close on your PCS . 

25 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you , Vice- Chair Fine . 
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1 And I will take a couple minu t es to do 

2 this , you know . I t doesn ' t seem all that long ago 

3 when many members on this Committee and many members 

4 in the community and in the press were looking at 

5 the Senate with awe and how quickly and beautifully 

6 they were moving through the process and wondering 

7 why the House couldn 't move as fast as the Senate. 

8 And now I understand that we ' re , you know , we ' re 

9 movlng t oo fast . 

10 So I ' m not sure t hat the r e was a way to 

11 make , you know , everyone satisfied with the process 

12 whether we moved more slowly or more quickly . What 

13 I do know is that when these maps a r e passed, the 

14 Supreme Court will get 30 days to review them and 

15 determine whether they are good maps or not good 

16 maps , which will -- that 30 days wil l elapse before 

17 session ends . And so if there ' s any more work to 

18 do , then we will be able to do t hat while we a r e 

19 here in Tallahassee . 

20 You know, I hear the issues regarding 

21 public comment , and while I disagree with t hem 

22 generally, I will tel l you that every member of this 

23 Committee -- and from day one , our initial 

24 admonition to t he members of this Commi ttee and to 

25 the membe r s of the Florida House of Repr esentatives 
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1 as to engage , engage . Find your constituents . Talk 

2 to your constituent s . Do it two times . Do it th r ee 

3 times , whatever numbe r of times you think it takes 

4 to get constituent input . And if folks did not do 

5 that or couldn ' t find a way to do that , I apologize , 

6 but you should have . 

7 I will point out that any member of the 

8 Legislature could have come here today wi th an 

9 amendment and t heir own maps. Any member of this 

10 Committee could have come here t oday wi th maps that 

11 t hey felt were legally compliant . No one did . 

12 We have answered -- let me step back a 

13 second . The public , however , did , and we did 

14 receive on 20 different occasions maps from the 

15 public , who were able to figure that out and able to 

16 get those t o us . 

17 I would like to point out that our two 

18 public comment speake r s t oday , t o my knowledge , 

19 neither one of them p r esent ed maps or filed maps 

20 through the por tal , which they could have done but 

21 did not . 

22 So I want to point out , every question 

23 that ' s been asked by a membe r in this Committee has 

24 been answer ed and answe r ed directly . Eve r y meeting 

25 request by any member of this Committee and any 
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1 member of the Legislature has been taken and acted 

2 on , and we ' ve received a l ot of good comment t ha t we 

3 were able to accommodate. 

4 I ' m going to move now to saying thank you . 

5 I want to thank our incredible staff . This is one 

6 of the most arduous tasks that any Legislature can 

7 undertake in any state . Our staff has worked 

8 nights , weekends , 24/7 when necessary to produce a 

9 legally compliant product . 

10 I wan t t o thank Representative Geller , 

11 Ranking Member Geller , you know . I ' ve had the good 

12 fortune of now -- what are we , six years together 

13 here -- good fortune of spending six years with 

14 Representative Geller and always enjoyed a good 

15 relationship . And I have appreciated Representative 

16 Geller ' s input into this Committee . 

17 I do want to give a special shoutout to 

18 Representative Dri s kell because there is no member 

19 wh o has dug in , wor ked harder , and been more helpful 

20 in helping us get through this process than 

21 Representative Driskell , and I thank you for it. 

22 Now with that , I am pleased to present to 

23 you constitutionally compl iant maps. Thank you . 

24 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Thank you. 

25 Members , we will now vote . Please remember 
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1 to turn on your rnics so your vote can be recorded. 

2 DJ, please cal l the r oll on PCS fo r HJR 

3 7501 and announce t he vote . 

4 THE CLERK : Representatives Andrade . 

5 REPRESENTATIVE ANDRADE : Yes . 

6 THE CLERK : Avila . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

REPRESENTATIVE AVILA : Yes. 

THE CLERK : Bush . 

REPRESENTATIVE BUSH : No . 

THE CLERK : Byrd . 

REPRESENTATIVE BYRD: Yes . 

THE CLERK : Clemons . 

REPRESENTATIVE CLEMONS: Yes. 

THE CLERK : Drake . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRAKE: Yes. 

THE CLERK : Driskell . 

REPRESENTATIVE DRISKELL : No . 

THE CLERK : Fine . 

VICE-CHAIR FINE: Yes. 

THE CLERK : Geller . 

REPRESENTATIVE GELLER : No . 

THE CLERK : Goff-Marcil . 

REPRESENTATIVE GOFF-~ffiRCIL : No . 

THE CLERK : Gr all . 

REPRESENTATIVE GRALL: Yes . 
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THE CLERK : Grant . 

REPRESENTATIVE GRANT : Yes . 

THE CLERK : Jenne . 

REPRESENTATIVE JENNE : No. 

THE CLERK : Latvala . 

REPRESENTATIVE LATVALA : Yes . 

THE CLERK : Mariano . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARIANO : Yes . 

THE CLERK : Omphroy . 

REPRESENTATIVE OMPHROY : Yes . 

THE CLERK : Payne . 

REPRESENTATIVE PAYNE : Yes . 

THE CLERK : Robinson . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROBINSON : Yes. 

THE CLERK: Rommel . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROMMEL : Yes. 

THE CLERK : Sirois . 

REPRESENTATIVE SIROIS : Yes. 

Audio Transcription 
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THE CLERK : Slosberg-King has been excused . 

Thompson . 

REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON : No . 

THE CLERK : Tuck. 

REPRESENTATIVE TUCK : Yes. 

THE CLERK : Ex Officio Skidmore . 

REPRESENTATIVE SKIDMORE : No . 
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1 

2 

3 

4 Chair . 

THE CLERK : Chair Leek. 

CHAIRMAN LEEK : Yes . 

THE CLERK : Seventeen yeas , seven nays , 

5 VICE-CHAIR FINE : Show the PCS reported 

6 favorably. 

7 With that, I ' ll hand the gavel back to 

8 Chair Leek with the recognition that he is going to 

9 wi n . There you go . 

10 CHAIRMAN LEEK : Thank you. 

11 Thank you , members . I do appreciate all of 

12 the work that you put into this and everyth ing it ' s 

13 taken to get us here today. 

14 And with that , Representative Rommel moves 

15 that we adjourn . 

16 (END OF VIDEO RECORDING) 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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