Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 74-23  Filed 01/02/25 Page 1 of 8
PagelD 1366

EXHIBIT 23



PagelD 1367

In the Matter Of:
HODGES vs PASSIDOMO

8:24-cv-879

MEIKO SEYMOUR
November 26, 2024

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com

DEPOSITION SOLUTIONS




Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 74-23  Filed 01/02/25 Page 3 of 8

© 0o N oo o M~ W N Pk

PR
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PagelD 1368

MEIKO SEYMOUR November 26, 2024
HODGES vs PASSIDOMO 1

IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
M DDLE DI STRI CT OF FLORI DA
TAMPA DI VI SI ON

KETO NORD HODGES, et al .,

Plaintiffs,

Case No. : 8: 24-cv-879

KATHLEEN PASSI DOMO, et al .,

Def endant s.

VI DEOCONFERENCE DEPOSI TI ON OF MElI KO SEYMOUR
TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT
DATE TAKEN: Novenber 26, 2024
TI ME: 10:14 a.m - 11:45 a.m

LOCATI ON: Vi a Zoom Vi deoconf er ence

Exani nati on of the w tnhess taken before:

Wendy E. Rivera, FPR

ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 74-23  Filed 01/02/25 Page 4 of 8

© 0o N o g b~ W N Rk

=
R, O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PagelD 1369
MEIKO SEYMOUR November 26, 2024
HODGES vs PASSIDOMO 2

APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL
(Vi a Vi deoconf erence)

On behalf of the Plaintiffs:

NAOM ROBERTSON, ESQUI RE

and

JAMES M SHAW JR., ESQU RE

Butl er Wei hnmuller Katz Craig, LLP
400 North Ashley Drive

Suite 2300

Tanpa, Florida 33602

P. (813) 281-1900

Nr obert son@ut | er. | egal

] shaw@ut | er . | egal

On behal f of the Defendants:

DENI SE M HARLE, ESQUI RE

and

LEI LA S. OBERSCHALL, ESQUI RE
Shutts & Bowen, LLP

215 Sout h Monroe Street
Suite 804

Tal | ahassee, Fl orida 32301
P. (850) 241-1717
Tprice@hutts. com

Al so Present:

MONI QUA BUMOSKEY
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whether in District 16 or 18 on the map you're
chal l enging that you believe is problematic?

A Wll, the -- the majority of the city's bl ack
residents tend to live in that shaded area in the map --
on the map in front of me, tend to live on the south end
of the city. Mre mgjority culture, nore nmajority races
live on the north and west end of the city, so it seens
to me the shaded area seens to enconpass the
historically black nei ghborhoods of St. Pete in that
shaded area.

Q All right. Let's look up at paragraph 6 and 7
of the conplaint. GCkay. 1'Il give you time to read
that. The gist here of your allegations in paragraph 6,
you say, quote, in developing the challenged districts,
the legislature elevated race above all other
consi derations. And then paragraph 7, you say, quote,
| egislators and their staff purportedly drew these
districts in a race predom nant manner to avoid the
di m ni shnment of black voters' ability to el ect
representatives of their choice in District 16.

So based on those allegations, nmy first
question is, what facts do you have that -- or what
facts do you have related to the racial notivations of
the legislature in draw ng the chall enged district

| i nes?
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M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Oher than it's pretty obvious
that those -- the boundary lines on the St. Pete

si de enconpasses alnost all of the historically

bl ack nei ghborhoods, | have no facts.
BY MS. HARLE:
Q |s there a certain percentage of black voting

age popul ation that you think should be in your
di stinct, 167?

A | "' m not sure.

Q Do you know the correct percentage of bl ack
voting age population in your district?

A | do not.

Q Are you famliar with the history of the
district boundaries for Hillsborough and Pinellas?

A | am not.

Q Are you aware that the comunities that are
conbined into District 16 in the map you' re chall engi ng
have been part of the sane district since the early
1990s?

A |'mnot fully aware of that, but just because
It was sonething done in previous years doesn't nean
that it's right or fair or just.

Q As -- | believe based on your pleadings, you

identify as a black voter; is that right?

’é ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)
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comuni ty?

A St. Pete.

Q And where you allege there that the plan
groups your comunity with dissimlar ones because of
race, what is the dissimlar community you're referring
to?

Tanpa.
Do you know - -

o --

o > O >

' msorry?

MS. ROBERTSON. He was going to say sonething.

MS. HARLE: (n.

THE WTNESS: O other neighborhoods in 16
that's across -- across the bay.

BY M5. HARLE:

Q Do you know if the part of 16 across the bay
has a significant nunber of black residents?

A | " m unsure.

Q Ckay. Looking at paragraph 97, this is where
you refer to, quote, the direct evidence of racial
predom nance. So | just want to nmake sure |'mgiving
you every opportunity just to share on this point. |
know -- | apologize if it sounds redundant, but what
direct evidence do you have that race predom nates the

drawi ng of the lines of 16 and 18?
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A Agai n, other than what is obvious on the map
and through -- yeah, what's on the map, | am not
bringi ng any other sort of evidence.

Q And so | nean, correct ne if I'mwong, but is
-- 1s your testinony that you have a general
understandi ng or belief that the residents of south
St. Pete are predom nantly black?

A Can you repeat the question?

Q Yes. Is it your understanding or belief that
the residents of south St. Pete that are in District 16
are predom nantly bl ack?

A. Yes.

Q Have you ever | ooked at the denographic
distribution across all of St. Pete in ternms of race?

A | can't recall.

Q Let's scroll up to paragraph 95. This was
where you al |l ege, quote, these race-based deci sions
resulted in a map that splits nei ghborhoods and ignores
traditional redistricting criteria.

What do you believe to be appropriate criteria
for the legislature to use when its doing redistricting?

A Vell, I"'mnot an expert on this stuff;
however, sonething |ike a natural border such as Tanpa
Bay should definitely be taken into consideration. |

think there may be others, but | can't think of them
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