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VI DECCONFERENCE DEPCSI TI ON OF KETO NORD HODGES

Novenber 26, 2024
KETO NORD HODGES,

havi ng been first duly sworn and respondi ng "Yes,"

testifies as follows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. HARLE:

Q Good afternoon, M. Nord Hodges. M nane is

Denise Harle. [I'mone of the attorneys for the Florida
Senate in this case and |I'Il be taking your deposition
t oday.

Can you pl ease state and spell your nane for
the record.

A Yes. Keto, K-e-t-o0, Nord, N-o-r-d, Hodges,

H o- d- g- e-s.

Q G eat. And do you understand that you are
under oath today and gi ving deposition testinony, which
I's subject to the penalty of perjury?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever been deposed before?

A No, | haven't.

Q Did you observe any of the depositions of your
co-plaintiffs in this case yet?

A Yes. | observed the -- | believe it was the

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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first one, the lady with the Hi spanic |ast nane. She
referred to herself as an Afro-Latina. | don't recal
her |ast nane.

Q Ms. Garcia?

A Yes. There you go. M. Jen Garcia, yes.

Q Geat. Wll, this wll probably sound al
very famliar to you today, but we just need, for the
sake of ground rules, to nake sure a few things happen:
One, that you speak audi bly and give conpl ete answers;
two, try to let me finish my question before you begin
to answer; three, if your attorney does object, you need
to go ahead and answer the question unless she instructs
you not to answer.

Four, if you don't understand ny question, |
need you to just let nme know that it's not clear.
coul d' ve asked a bad question. That definitely happens.
|f you do give an answer, it will be on the record under
oath and we will all assume that you understood the
question; and five, | just need you to nake sure your
responses are verbal, so, you know, things |ike head
nods, for exanple, or uh-huhs doesn't really work very
wel | because this is being transcri bed.

Does all that nake sense to you?

A. Yes.

Q Geat. If you need to take a break at any

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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time, please just let ne know and we can find a stopping
point. No problem |[f at any point seeing a docunent
w Il help refresh your recollection, also please let ne
know and I'll try to get that in front of you
|'s there anything that's preventing you from
giving truthful testinony today?
A No, there's not.
Q Very good. What did you do to prepare for
your deposition today?
A Spoke with the attorneys.
M5. ROBERTSON. Keto, just make sure you don't

di scl ose anything you spoke about w th your

attor neys.
THE WTNESS: O course. O course. | spoke
wth the attorneys and | reviewed the -- | believe

it was the initial filing docunent |aying out the

-- | guess the ground rules of the case or ground

i nformation of the case.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Ckay. Did you review any other docunments in
preparation for today?

A You asked did | review any ot her docunents in
preparation for today?

Q Yes, sir

A No, | did not.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q And again, not telling ne anything that was
said, but approximately how long did you neet with your
attorney to prepare for your deposition?

A |''mnot exactly sure how | ong.

THE WTNESS: Wuld you estinmate an hour?
M5. ROBERTSON: If you know --
THE WTNESS: 1'Il estinmate about two hours to
ny recoll ection.
BY M5. HARLE:
Q Ckay. Can you please state your address,

where you currently reside.

A Yes. | reside at 10907 North Hyaci nth Avenue,
Tanpa 33612.

Q And when did you nove to that address?

A | noved to that address June of 2019.

Q What was your nost recent prior address?

A My nost recent prior address, | struggle to
remenber. It was in Town 'n'" Country, ZIP code 31655.
| believe it was 9,000 sonmething. It was in a condo
comunity. | don't recall the exact address.

Q Was that in Tanpa?

A VWell, actually, let ne see. Sorry. Gve ne a
-- may | correct nyself?

Q Yes.

A Ckay. Let's see. 7349 Abonado Road, Tanpa,

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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33615. There it is.

Q Ckay. How far is that fromwhere you live
now?

A |'msorry. Can you repeat the question?

Q Sure. How far is that Abonado Road address
fromwhere you |ive now?

A That is |I'd say approximately eight to
nine mles.

Q Ckay. So then Abonado Road, is that -- it's
nore in South Tanpa or m ddle of Tanpa?

A That's in Town 'N Country. That's on the
ot her side of the airport.

Q Ch, okay. So -- okay. |I'mbad at that.

Back to where you live now, is it a house or

an apartnent?

A It's a house.

Q Do you own it?

A No, rent.

Q |s there any reason you're aware of that you
m ght be nmoving in the next year or two?

A Possi bly, yes. | may be noving in the next
year or two.

Q And where woul d you be noving to?

A |''mnot sure yet, wherever the rent is not too
hi gh.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q Do you know i f you would stay in Tanpa?

A | do not know that at this time. | have
children in college, so |I'mnot sure.

Q Are they in college in Florida?

A Yes. Yes, they are.

Q Wher eabout s?

A Hi I | sborough Community Col |l ege and University
of South Fl orida,

Q It's nice to have your children nearby?

A Yes, sonetines.

Q Did you live in Lakeland, Florida, in the
past --

A Yes, | did.

Q Ckay. \Wen was that?

A Let's see. Two -- eight through -- | believe
It was May 2008 through about the end of Septenber 2011
| lived in North Lakel and, Florida.

Q And did you own a hone there?

A Yes, | did. | owned a hone with ny -- with ny
wfe and famly at the tine.

Q But you' ve been in Tanpa since what year?

A | originally noved to Tanpa Septenber 1991 as
a child.

Q And then in your nost recent stint in Tanpa,

where did you nove -- which year did you nove back to

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 | Tanpa?
2 A | noved back to Tanpa that -- | believe it was
3 |the | ast day of Septenber 2011.
4 Q You said you may nove sonmewhere in the next
5 |year to find | ower rent.
6 Are you currently scoping out different places
7 |to live at the nmonment?
8 A No, I"'mnot. |I'mtired of |ooking right now
9 | because the market is un -- has proven to be
10 | unreasonable, so I'mnot |ooking right at this tine.
11 Q Have you been | ooking for a place to nove
12 |recently, say, in the past three to six nonths?
13 A I n the past six nonths, yes.
14 Q Can you give ne your educational background,
15 |if you would, starting just since high school.
16 A Al right. Certainly. | graduated from
17 | Hi || sborough Adult H gh school in Tanmpa with ny underage
18 | GED, and then | earned ny associate in arts degree,
19 | two-year degree, at Hillsborough Community Col I ege in
20 | conmputer science. Then | transferred to the University
21 |of South Florida, earned nmy bachel or of science in
22 | managenent information systens magna cum | aude in 2002
23 |and ny MBA from USF, entrepreneurship, in 2005 -- My
24 | 2005.
25 Q Wl |, congratul ations.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A Thank you.

Q Who is your current enployer?

A My current enployer is Hillsborough County
Publi ¢ School s.

Q And what is your job title there?

A VE. That's variant exceptionalities math
instructor. That's another word for special education
mat h instructor.

Q Geat. Wat -- are you assigned to one
particul ar school ?

A Yes. |'massigned to Dr. Carter G Wodson PK
t hrough 8 acadeny.

Q When did you first start working as a VE math
i nstructor for Hillsborough County Public School s?

A | started working as a VE math instructor
Novenmber 2014 full tinme, but | was a part-tine VE
Instructor, you know, as a substitute from about
August 2011 until Novenber 2014.

Q Thank you.

A. Yes.

Q Are -- did your Linkedln say that you're a
digital political organizer?

A Yes, it says that ampong ot her things.

Q All right. Could you tell me what that neans,

that you're a digital political organizer?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A. Yes. That neans that -- excuse ne -- |

utilize graphics design to create digital products for
different political canpaigns in the Tanpa Bay area.

Q And is that a paid position?

A Yes. Yes. It's a--it's -- how would you
say -- at-will. So if a canpaign reaches out to ne and
says, you know, we need these particular products, then
they may pay ne on a at-project basis or, you know, on a
nmont hly basis, for exanple, to provide work for the
canpai gn.

Q So you're kind of |ike a contractor?

A Yes. | would say that.

Q And it's just your own business? You're kind
of an entrepreneur in that space?

A Yes. Yes. Yes.

Q List for nme the -- any of the politica
canpai gns that you've worked on?

A All right. Wwell, full tinme -- let's see.

Full tinme and part time or as a volunteer, it's too many
to nane, but | could -- because |'ve been doing it since
-- 1"ve been volunteering or working in different

canpai gns since about 2019 when | first got ny voter's
regi stration, but nost recently, | recall three -- let's
see -- two or three canpaigns, Tanmy Shanburger for

school board in H Ilsborough County. Let's see. Who

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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else? Walter L. Smth, Il, for Tanpa Gty Council and

-- let's see. W0 else? Starr Brookins for county
court judge in this nost recent cycle. That is all |
can renmenber right now.

Q And those three you just nanmed, were those --
were those canpai gns where you were hired digita
political organizer?

A Let's see. The first two, Smth and
Shanburger, yes. The nost recent one | naned, | was a
phot ographer. So the photography on the -- you know,
sonme -- sone clients wll book nme for both comnbined
servi ces, photography and digital organizer; sone, one
or the other.

Q Have you ever volunteered on any politica
canpai gns?

A Yes. Since 2019, it's been nore canpai gns
than | can count and | would do a disservice to try to
sit here and nanme all of them local and -- |ocal,
cityw de, nunicipal, county, and statew de and national.

Q Vell, let's start with statew de.

Have you ever worked on any canpaigns for a

state | egislator?

A. Let's see. | don't believe | have. | don't
believe | have. Onh, wait. Let nme see. | apologize.
recall one in 2014. | volunteered. | wasn't on staff.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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| volunteered with photography. Let's see. 2014, yes,
| volunteered and | believe | was paid for photography.
| was a new photographer at the tine for Ed Narain for
Florida State Representative in H|lsborough County.

Q Can you nane for nme the national politica
canpai gns that you recall working on whether paid or
vol unt eer?

A Yes, of course. Let's see. Let's see. Let's
see. | would say starting in 2008, | worked for the --
or did work. | volunteered photography and ot her
activities for Cbama for Anerica in 2008 and 2012,
volunteered for -- let's see -- | believe Hllary
Cinton canpaign and then the Bi den canpai gns nost --
the last two Biden canpaigns nost recently and the
Kamal a Harris canpai gn.

Q | may have m sheard. D d you say you first
got your voting registration in 2019?

A | believe -- | believe it was 2019 because |
had becane a U S. citizen a few nonths prior to that,
and so 2019 woul d've been the first time | was all owed
to vote.

Q Vell, that's wonderful.

A Thank you. | take it very seriously.

Q Are you currently involved wth any voting

ri ghts groups?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 A How woul d you define a voting rights group?
2 Q Are you currently involved wth any
3 |organi zations that work on issues relating to voting or
4 | voters?
5 A Yes. | would say | -- involved as a
6 | phot ographer and social nedia nmanager for Hill sborough
7 | County NAACP.
8 Q Anyt hi ng el se?
9 A | don't recall any sort of organizations at
10 [ this tine.
11 Q Are you involved with the Hi |l sborough County
12 | Denocrats?
13 A Yes, | am
14 Q How | ong have you been involved wth thenf
15 A |'ve been a precinct captain or precinct
16 | comm ttee person since May 2018.
17 Q Are you an officer currently for Hillsborough
18 | County Denocrats?
19 A |'mnot an officer. | ama commttee
20 | chairperson for the diversity equity and inclusion
21 | commttee.
22 Q What do you do in your role as the conmttee
23 |chair for diversity and inclusion for the H Il sborough
24 | County Denocrats?
25 A As the DElI chairperson, | encourage

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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approximately -- well, | encourage the nenbership of the

county Denocratic Party to run for state conmttee
person positions for the -- for the Florida Denocratic
Party, which -- to | ook as nmuch as possible as the
makeup of our nenbership.

Q And what do Hillsborough County Denocrats do
just generally as a organization?

A To ny understandi ng, Hillsborough County
Denocrats seek to encourage denocracy by -- by educating
on voters' rights for anyone in the Tanpa Bay area --
wel |, anyone in Hillsborough County, Florida, who is of
voting age.

Q Have you ever done any el ection canvassi ng
|'i ke go door-to-door?

A Yes, | have.

Q And when did you do that?

A | don't believe -- | don't believe it was for
the Denocratic Party though. Well, not recently for the
Denocratic Party.

Q No. | guess | was switching gears a little
bit on you.

When did you do el ection canvassing?

A | did election canvassing in 2018 and 2019 for
Walter L. Smith, Il, for Tanmpa city council.

Q Ckay. Have you ever done any phone banki ng

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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for election?

A Yes, | have.

Q Ckay. And when was that?

A | did phone banking for Walter L. Smth, II,
2018 and '19; Cbana for Anerica 2008 and 2012; and
possi bly other canpaigns as well, but |I don't recall at
this tinme.

Q Have you ever been involved with a canpai gn
that was not for a particular candidate or an issue that
was going to be on the ballot?

A | woul d have to think about that. Let's see.
|'mtrying to recall if there were any. Yes. Yes. |
believe | was -- | can recall being involved in
Hi | | sborough County -- Hillsborough C assroom Teachers
Associ ation, HCTA, recently in -- in pushing for the
hal f-cent sales tax referendumfor Hi|lsborough County
wi th the goal of increasing full-tinme teacher pay in
Hi | | sbor ough County.

Q Have you done any public advocacy on any
political or partisan issues?

A Any -- have | done any public advocacy on
political or partisan issues, do you ask?

Q Yes.

A |'m-- I'"mtrying to think. | hosted a town

hall for Black nen for the Kamala Harris canpai gn

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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recently.
Q Wiere was that hel d?
A That was held at a Baptist church in East
Tanpa. | don't recall the nane.
Q Anyt hi ng el se you can think of?
A | cannot recall any other events at this tine.
Q What did you-all discuss at the town hall for

Bl ack nen for Kanmala Harris?

A Let's see. The were nmultiple issues
di scussed. | believe one issue nmay have been our stance
on support of public education in -- nationally and as

it relates to Florida.

Q And did you-all discuss any issues particul ar
to Black nen?

A Yes. Yes. The whole town hall was for Black
men, so any issues that we discussed were related to how
it would inpact Black nen in Florida.

Q Do you have a blog that you keep updat ed?

A No, | don't.

Q Do you have an ol d bl og?

A Yes, | have. M old blog was called The G eat
Bl og of Keto, and -- yes.

Q Ckay.
A Yes. That's been discontinued. |'msurprised
it's still around, still up there.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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1 Q Do you recall talking about political issues

2 | on your bl og?

3 A Yes, | did.

4 Q Ckay. Did you criticize Republicans on your

5 | bl 0g?

6 A Wio? Can you repeat their nane, please.

7 Q Republ i cans?

8 A Ch, Republicans --

9 Q Yes.

10 A -- on the blog? | don't recall. | may have.
11 || struggle to recall. It's been a long tine since | had
12 | that bl og.

13 Q Wiy did you discontinue it?

14 A |'mreally not sure. | started it when | was
15 |a technol ogy and blog trainer for -- for personal injury
16 |law firns around the country and | becane good at

17 | bl ogging very quickly, and it was fun, so | started a

18 | bl og to speak about issues personal to nme and ny

19 | community.
20 Q What kind of issues do you renenber bl ogging
21 | about if not political?
22 A Let's see. | renenber blogging about ny
23 | adopted nom who was -- who was a missionary to Haiti
24 | since 1969 and who noved here with nme to Florida in
25 | 1991. She had at the tinme -- | know this was an article

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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from2010. | did several of them She |landed in Haiti

on the day of the 2010 earthquake, which killed possibly
100, 000 or nore people, and she went m ssing for several
weeks. So as part of ny research and to try to find
her, | posted blogs fromtine to tine about the process
of trying to locate -- locate her in Haiti.

Q Did you find her?

A Yes, we did.

Q Ckay.

A Thank God, yes. Some nmissionaries -- sone
American mssionaries | believe |ocated her at an
or phanage assisting with children in the countryside of
Haiti .

Q |'mso glad to hear that.

A Thank you.

Q Are you a board nenmber of the Corporation to
Devel op Conmuni ties of Tanpa?

A Yes, | am

Q What does that group do?

A Corporation to Devel op Comunities of Tanpa is
a nonprofit in Hllsborough County founded by Ms. Chloe
Coney. It exists to do nmultiple things, which fight
poverty. One is workforce devel opnment, so through the
acqui sition of grants and funding, training the

comuni ty, those hardest economically hit in places |ike
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East Tanpa to have good econom c paying jobs and careers
often with a certification or training conponent. So
that's one, the workforce.

And then buying and buil ding affordable
housing for Tanpa Bay's famlies, hardworking famlies,
that's two. There's a new unit that participates in
providing | ow cost marketing materials for small
busi nesses in the Tanpa Bay area, nomnal cost. That's
three, three pillars. There may be a fourth, but I
believe | referred to the real estate, which has to do
Wi th acquiring and building the hones. That's what |
can recall.

Q |s there a certain portion of Tanpa that you
focus on or is it for the entire Tanpa area?

A Well, originally, the organization was born in
and targeted East Tanpa, which is honme to the |argest
concentration of African-Anericans in Hillsborough
County many of whom are chronically underenpl oyed,
possi bl y undereducat ed and underenpl oyed for the
wor kforce in order to help thembring up the standard of
living and their career opportunities, yes.

Q |'s your honme in East Tanpa?

A No. M honme is in North Tanpa. | fornerly
lived in East Tanpa, but ny hone is in North Tanpa and

what's considered an ALICE community, which is --
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1 Q A what comunity?
2 A An ALICE community, A-L-I-CE  That nmeans the
3 |mpjority of the residents in that ZI P code are
4 | econom cal |y underserved.
5 Q So your -- let's see. Was your Abonado Road
6 | address in East Tanpa?
7 A No. That's in Town 'n' Country.
8 Q | see --
9 A That was the -- | lived there -- I'msorry.
10 Q | still don't know where Town 'n' Country is.
11 A Right. Right.
12 Q So when was it that you lived in East Tanpa?
13 A | lived in east -- well, let's see -- East
14 | Tanpa from about 1995 to 2008 when | noved to Lakel and.
15 Q All right. So -- I'msorry. | think I
16 |interrupted you. So originally, the Corporation to
17 | Devel op Conmmunities of Tanpa was focussed on East Tanpa.
18 |s that still the m ssion focus today?
19 A It's not -- it's the main focus, but we have
20 | expended t hroughout Hillsborough County and al so have
21 |ongoing projects in St. Petersburg, Florida, for -- in
22 | support of the business conmunity there. Onh, let's see.
23 | W also recently added Fort Myers, Florida, as honme to
24 | some of our workforce opportunities.
25 Q So it's still called Corporation to Devel op
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Communi ties of Tanpa?
A Yes, Inc. Incorporated, yes.
Q Inc. Okay. But let me nmake sure | got this

right. Now, you-all serve Tanpa, parts of St. Pete, and
Fort Myers, so also Hillsborough County and Pinell as
County; is that right?

A Yes. That would be correct.

Q All right. And the services on kind of the
sane issues in all of those localities, it's workforce
af fordabl e housing, small businesses; is that right?

A Yes. | would say that.

Q All right. Besides this [awsuit, have you
ever been involved in a civil lawsuit as a party?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you ever been charged with a crine?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you ever been charged with driving while
your |icense was suspended?

A | do not believe | have.

Ever filed for bankruptcy?
Yes, | have.

How many tinmes?

> O > O

Once in 2013, | believe, as part of ny divorce
-- as part of ny economc restructure after ny divorce.

Q Have you ever testified in court?
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A Yes, | have for -- | believe for mnor traffic

of fenses, traffic tickets.

Q Your own traffic tickets?

A Yes.

Q Can you estinmate how many tinmes you' ve
testified in court for traffic infractions?

A You' d have to specify over what nunber of

years or time periods.

Q Ever
A Ever? Ever is along tine. | would struggle
to say. I'lIl say at least twice that |I'm aware of.

Q Tell me in your own words why you're bringing
this lawsuit?

A |'mbringing this |lawsuit because | believe
that it's fundanentally unfair to seemngly dilute the
wll of the voters in nultiple districts by trying to
conbine all of the voters that -- as many as possible of
the voters that ook alike into one district, whereas
previously, they were in two or -- those same persons or
comunities were in two districts.

Q And tell ne alittle bit nore about how you
think the will of the voters is diluted, if | got your
word right, under the current nmap that you're
chal | engi ng?

A VWll, if previously -- if, for exanple,

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 80-8 Filed 01/23/25 Page 25 of 58

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP PP PR e
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

PagelD 2253

KETO NORD HODGES November 26, 2024
HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 25

previously, the different communities had one, let's
call themrepresentative -- political representative
each and now those conmmunities only have one total
between the two of them | would struggle to see how one
person could effectively represent and advocate for the
di verse interest of both communities.

Q And whi ch conmmunities used to have two
representatives, but now only have one representative?

A South St. Petersburg, Florida, and a |arge
portion of ny district in -- which includes East Tanpa,
Florida -- East Tanpa, North Tanpa, so forth.

Q And again, | never want to know what you said
to your |lawer or what your |awer said to you, but
other than that, can you tell ne, how did you cone to be
involved in this lawsuit?

MS. ROBERTSON: Keto, just make sure you don't

di scl ose any conversations with any of your

at t or neys.

THE WTNESS: | got you. | got it. The |aw
firmreached out to me and informed nme of the case.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Have you spoken with any of the other
plaintiffs in this case? Just yes or no. | don't need
to know what was said. Have you ever spoken with any

other plaintiffs?
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A. Yes, | have, but not about the case.

Q Ch, okay. And which plaintiff was that?

A Jarvis El-Am n.

Q And do you know himin a personal capacity
separate and apart fromthe case?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A Yes. W volunteered for nmany comunity --
comunity activities together.

Q Got it. Wuen the redistricting process was
going on that resulted in the map that you're
chal I engi ng, were you aware at the tine that
redistricting was happeni ng?

A. Yes, | was aware.

Q Did you communi cate with any nenbers of the --
menbers or staff of the Florida Legislature during the
redistricting process?

A No, | did not.

Q Have you communi cated with any nenbers or
staff of the Florida Legislature about the districts
since the redistricting happened?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you ever comunicated with any nenbers of
the nedia regarding the redistricting process?

A. Yes, | have.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB Document 80-8 Filed 01/23/25 Page 27 of 58

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP PP PR e
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

PagelD 2255

KETO NORD HODGES November 26, 2024
HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 27

Q Wien was that?

A It was a few nonths ago after the lawsuit was
filed. | don't renmenber the reporter's nane, but it was
a law reporting organi zation called -- | believe called

Law360, and they cover |awsuits and | egal happenings al
over the State of Florida.

Q Al over the nation in fact. |'mvery
famliar.

A Ckay. Ckay.

Q So did you comunicate directly with the
Law360 reporter?

A Yes, | did. He contacted ne.

Q Ch. Was your -- was it an interview?

A | would say it was. He -- we spoke over the
phone briefly.

Did he quote you in an article?

| believe he did.

Q
A
Q Was your attorney on the phone call too?

A No. No, they weren't.

Q Uh-oh. And what did you tell the reporter
about the redistricting process?

A To ny recollection, | told himthe sane thing
| stated a few m nutes ago, which was that it was
difficult for ne to see how having | ess representati on,

| ess political representation for two or nore distinct
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voting regions was beneficial to the comunities in
t hose voting regions.

Q Do you recall any other tinme that you' ve
spoken with the nmedia about the district Iines that
you' re chal |l engi ng?

A | don't recall having participated in any
ot her interviews.

Q Have you made any witten or oral statenents
to any community groups regarding the districts that
you' re chal |l engi ng?

A No. | do not recall having nade any witten
or oral communications to any comunity groups.

Q Have you spoken with fol ks at the NAACP
regarding the redistricting process or the lawsuit?

A | don't recall having spoken with anyone at
t he NAACP about the redistricting process.

Q Have you spoken wi th anyone at the
Hi | | sborough County Denocrats about the redistricting
process you' re chal |l engi ng?

A No. | don't recall having spoken with anyone
at Hillsborough County Denocrats about the districting
process.

Q Have you nade any statenments or comments on
soci al nedia about this |awsuit?

A | do not believe |I've nmade any conments on
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social nedia about the lawsuit. | believe I may have

once nentioned to soneone that the lawsuit had been
filed, but nothing beyond that.

Q Ckay. \Which social nedia accounts do you
have?

A | have nultiple social nedia accounts on --
let's see -- Twitter, Facebook, and -- what's the other
one? Instagramto ny recollection.

And you have Linkedln, right?
|'msorry. Can you say that again?
You have Linkedln, right?

Yes. Ch, that's right, vyes.

Do you have Ti kTok?

| have, but | don't use it.

Are you currently a registered voter?
Yes, | am

Wien's the last tinme you voted?

> O >» O >» O >» O > O

| vote every year. |'ma super voter

Q So have you voted in every state congressional
el ection you've been eligible for?

A To ny recollection, | have voted in every
state congressional election that I'meligible for.

M5. HARLE: Let's pull up the conplaint as

Exhibit 1.

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
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I dentification.)
BY M5. HARLE:
Q And | ooking at -- let's start just by | ooking

at the map that you're challenging, figure 3 on page 20.

A Ckay. Was there a question stated?

Q Yes. | was just going to pull that up for --
to give us a frane of reference.

Can you explain to nme -- well, first, | guess
does this map look famliar to you?

A Yes, it does.

Q Ckay. And these are the districts that you're
challenging in this lawsuit, right?

A Yes. That's correct.

Q Can you just explain to nme while we have this
up all of the reasons that you think that these district
line are problenatic.

A Yes. W can see all the sections in purple
are two different areas of the State of Florida. The
| arger section to the right is primarily H Il sborough
County or -- yeah, Hillsborough County from about the
Uni versity of South Florida/North Tanpa area down to
much further south, the southernnost part of
Hi I | sborough County, and then the small sliver on the
left is part of South St. Pete.

Q Ckay. So in ternms of reason why you think
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this map is problematic and illegal --
A Yes.
Q -- tell nme what those are.

MS. ROBERTSON:. (Object to form

Wien | say that, you can still answer --
THE WTNESS: kay.
M5. ROBERTSON: -- unless | tell you.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. Yes. There are nultiple
-- several reasons | can think of. People in
Hi | | sborough County and St. Pete -- excuse ne --
have different factors that they' re concerned
about. One is public transportation. So if you're
in South St. Pete, you have a certain | evel of
service that you conme to expect from PSTA, which is
t he public bussing system |[If you're in -- and you
have a nmuch smaller area in which you may need to
travel .

In Hi|lsborough County -- excuse nme. Sorry.
In H |lsborough County, in that section of
Hi | | sborough County, HART, H A-R-T, services nuch
of that area, but there's a totally different |evel
of service as custonmers try to piece together
routes so they can get back and forth fromhone to
wor k, school, church, shopping, sports activities,

so forth. That's one issue.
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Then another issue is the -- is the school

districting. |If you're in South St. Pete, you're
part of the Pinellas County Public School district,
which is nuch -- much, much smaller and imted in
t he nunmber of schools and student that it serves.
In HIlsborough County, that's that slice -- the
purple slice is part of over 200 schools and |
bel i eve the seventh | argest school district in the
country with over $3.2 billion budget, which has
very different factors and -- and points of
interest for the citizens of HiIlsborough County as
opposed to St. Pete. Those are two of the issues
that | can think of.

Ch, affordabl e housing, of course, is the
third one. In St. Pete, where it looks like it's
South St. Pete, as far as property values and the
ability of the residents to secure affordable
housing is drastically different fromwhat it |ooks
i ke in many parts of Hillsborough County with East
Tanpa, North Tampa, you know, South Tanpa, so forth
as far as ability of the residents to find

af f or dabl e housi ng.

BY MS. HARLE:

Q Tell me just alittle bit nore about how the

affordabl e housing issue is different in East Tanpa and
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North Tanpa versus South St. Pete?

A Vell, I"'mcertainly not a geographic expert --
geographic or real estate expert. M understanding is
that sone of the -- how do you say -- a nunber of the
communities in South St. Pete may primarily be
econom cal | y depressed, whereas in Hillsborough County,
t hroughout that large slice, you have multiple |evels of
econom c ability.

So you may have Sem nol e Heights, for exanple,
whi ch has houses average three hundred, four hundred
t housand dol | ars, you know, whereas you may have East
Tanpa where a lot of folks live in apartnent
communities -- in low inconme apartnment conmunities.

Q And just going back to what you said about the
school districts, do the voters in the purple part of
St. Pete vote for the Pinellas County School Board?

A Yes, they do.

Q All right. Let's look up to paragraph 6 and 7
of your conplaint. There we go. GCkay. |I'll give you
sone tinme for you to read this.

A All right. Ckay.

Q Ckay. So | wanted to focus on a couple of
your -- your allegations here. |n paragraph 6, you say,
quote, The legislature elevated race above all other

consi derations, end quote. And then in paragraph 7, you
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say, quote, Legislators and their staff purportedly drew
these districts in a race-predom nant nmanner, end quote.

So nmy first question was going to be, what --
do you have any particular facts regarding the racial
notivations of the legislature in drawng the district
l'ines?

A No. | don't have any particular facts. |
woul d have to defer to ny attorneys regarding that
di scussion, but |ooking at the maps visually, | can't
see anot her reason why you woul d -- why soneone or an
entity would divide up the voting district that way
especially considering you have two -- it's one of the
fewif not the only district in the area where you have
to cross a body of water and possibly multiple counties.

Q And who is it that you believe is harned by
the way that district lines are currently drawn?

A | believe primarily African-American voters
living in South St. Pete and Hill sborough County are
harmed by the redrawing of this district.

Q And how are the Black voters in South St. Pete
and Hi |l sborough County harned by the way the districts
are drawn?

A Voters in both areas are harnmed because they
are -- they previously had nultiple political

representatives and now that nunber has been
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artificially shrunk to fewer representatives. Less
representation to nme does not seemlike a fair thing
especi ally when you have nore, nore, nore residents
conbined in that area now than in years past.
Q Do you believe there are too many Bl ack voters
In your district?
A Let's see. Can you restate what you nean by
t hat ?
Q Yeah. |'mtrying to get at what the harmis
to the Black voters from your perspective.
s it your contention that there are too nmany
Bl ack voters backed into District 167
M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
You can answer, Keto, if you --
THE WTNESS: Gkay. GCkay. |If | believe
heard you correctly, you're asking do | believe
that the voters -- that the voters are harnmed or a
specific group of voters are harned?
BY M5. HARLE:
Q Do you believe there are too many Bl ack voters
that are packed into District 16 under the current map?
MS. ROBERTSON. (bject to form
Go ahead and answer if you know.
THE WTNESS: Yes, | do. | believe there are

too many voters in the district that are diverse --
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represent diverse conmunities.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Do you believe there are too many Bl ack voters
in District 16 currently?

A Yes, | do believe that.

Q And do you know what the current percentage of
Bl ack voting age population is for District 167

A |'mnot aware of that fact. | would have to
defer to ny attorneys for their know edge.

Q Do you have an estimated percentage in m nd
that for you is a fair percentage of Black voting age
popul ation for your district?

A No. | do not have a certain percentage in
mnd at this tine.

Q Are you famliar with the history of the
di strict boundaries for Hillsborough and Pinell as?

A |'mfamliar with sone of the history, not all
of it, and for that discussion, | would certainly have
torefer to ny attorneys for historical perspective.

Q What of the history can you -- or which part
of the history of the boundaries are you famliar wth?

A I'mfamliar with the fact that | -- to ny
recollection, the South St. Petersburg sliver was
formerly in a Pinellas County voting district, whereas

the Hi |l sborough County sliver was strictly in a
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1 | HIlsborough County voting district. And with the
2 |draw ng that we saw a few -- earlier today, that has
3 | changed. You have conbined voters from both areas.
4 Q Are you aware that the communities that are
5 |conbined into District 16 currently have been conbi ned
6 |to a shared district since the early 1990s?
7 A |'"'mnot famliar with all of the dates. For
8 |that, I'd have to defer to the know edge of ny
9 | attorneys.
10 Q Did you read the conplaint before it was
11 |(filed?
12 A | believe | did. | don't recall the exact
13 |date, so | wouldn't be able to say for sure.
14 Q Yeah. | don't need the date. |'mjust
15 |wondering did you read it in full before it was filed.
16 A | believe | did.
17 Q Let's go to paragraph 11.
18 A Ckay. You want me to read it silently?
19 Q Yes. That'd be great.
20 A Ckay. GCkay. | read it.
21 Q Ckay. Geat. So | was going to ask about the
22 | part where you say, quote, Plaintiffs are further harned
23 | because the |legislature sacrificed genuine conmunities
24 | of interest, end quote.
25 My first question is, which genuine
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comunities of interest are you referring to there that
you believe the legislature sacrificed?

A They genui ne communities of interest would be
Bl ack comunities in particular in South St. Petersburg
and in Hllsborough County, for exanple, in East Tanpa.

Q And how do you believe the community of Bl acks
In East Tanpa were sacrificed by the |egislature?

A They -- the -- it's ny belief that the
| egi sl ature put together two totally different
comunities, communities who have sent their children to
school in different community schools and different
county systems. For exanple, comunities that pay taxes
inadifferent -- in different ways at different tax
referenduns, different tax rules, different incentives
for small business, for exanple, they put them al
toget her anong other factors. Al of those fol ks were
suddenly put together despite their differences.

Q And so how has putting them together
sacrificed those communities, just in your own words?

A Putting these two conmmunities together
sacrifices their interest because it's very difficult
for a -- for one person to represent two totally
different areas that have different interests and
different factors that they struggle through on a daily

basi s.
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Q And what specific facts are you relying on for
that claimthat the | egislature sacrificed genuine
comunities of interest?

A Can you restate the question, please?

Q Yeah. Were there any specific facts you're
relying on in support of your allegation that the
| egi sl ature sacrificed those genuine comunities of
I nterest?

A Vell, for specific facts, | would have to
defer to the know edge of ny attorneys.

Q Are there any other comunities of interest
that you believe were sacrificed because of the way the
district lines were drawn?

A |''mnot aware of any other communities of
interest. It would seemstrange for the district to be
drawn this way based on any other factors.

Q What do you understand communities of interest
to nmean?

A Communities of interest are groups of people
that reside typically in the same or simlar geographic
area in a region, and so they have | would just say many
comonal ties and nmutual interests in that particul ar
area that others outside that area may not share.

Q And so the two comunities of interest that

you' ve nentioned are the Black voters in South St. Pete
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and the Black voters in East Tanpa.

So other than race, is there another factor
that you think can serve as a basis for a comunity of
I nterest?

A |''mnot aware of any other factor at this
tinme.

Q Do you think political party could be the
basis for a community of interest?

A Not sure. I'mnot sure. |'mnot sure. |
woul d have to defer to the know edge of ny -- of ny
attorneys in this -- in that case.

Q Do you think income |evel could serve as a
basis for a community of interest?

A |'mnot sure and |'d have to defer to the
know edge of ny attorneys.

Q Looki ng at the next paragraph there, paragraph
12, just -- if you'll read that to yourself and let ne
know when you' re ready.

A Yes, |'mready.

Q Ckay. So this one says, quote, The
| egi slature's racial gerrymandering unjustifiably packed
Bl ack voters into District 16 stripping themfrom
adj acent District 18 and reducing their influence there,
end quote.

So nmy question is, do you have any specific
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facts asserting -- excuse me -- supporting the

all egation that the influence of Black voters in
District 18 is reduced?

A |''mnot aware of any specific facts, so |
woul d have to defer to the know edge of my attorneys,
but I can't see why you would divide up the district if
that were not a consideration.

Q Ckay. So the next paragraph we'll take a | ook
at too --

MS. ROBERTSON:. | apol ogi ze. |Is anyone ready
for a break? | actually need to use the bathroom
M5. HARLE: Yeah. That's fine. W can go off
the record. Back in five.
(Brief recess.)
BY M5. HARLE:

Q M Nord Hodges, | think we were just | ooking
at paragraph 13 there. W'Ill give you a mnute to read
that. Let me know when you're ready.

A All right. Al right. [|'mready.

Q So starting on that third Iine where you say,
quote, Floridians including individual |egislators
cal |l ed out and questioned the legislature's
unconstitutional actions, end quote, |I'mwondering, are
there any specific Floridians you' re aware of that

call ed out and questioned the |egislature?
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A |''mnot aware of specific nanes at this tine.

|'d have to defer to nmy attorneys for their know edge of
different actors in the case.

Q Do you have any general recollection that you
can share with ne of who called out what?

A | do not. | watched the news and -- at the
time and | know some did. | don't recall who because it
was all the |local Tanpa Bay area news stations.

Q Ckay. Let's |look at paragraph 20, please.

A |''msorry. \Wich paragraph nunber?

Q Paragraph 20. If you can just read that to
yoursel f.

A Ckay. | read it.

Q Ckay. So this one tal ks about the district's

line splitting up Plaintiff's comunities.
My question is, which coimmunity are you

referring to there that you feel like is split up?

A The two communities that's -- two communities
In particular are East Tanpa community and the South
St. Petersburg comunity.

Q And do you consider your comunity to be North
Tanmpa?

A Yes. | live in North Tampa. | -- yes.

Q Ckay. But North Tampa is not split up, right?

A |''mnot sure what you nean by that.
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Q Well, so this is -- quote, The enacted pl an
harms Pl aintiffs because anong other reasons, it splits
up their conmunities.

So I'mjust wondering, IS your comunity,
North Tanpa, split up in your view?

A Ch, right. I'mtrying to make sure
under stand what you're asking. The North Tanpa
comunity that I'min appears to be part of the same
portion of the Hillsborough County side of the district.
So it's not physically politically split up for themto
be divided fromthe St. Petersburg -- South
St. Petersburg district.

Q And when you think of your own comunity, how
woul d you define your -- M. Hodges -- Nord Hodges'
comuni ty?

A Let's see. How -- how would | define ny
community? Can you be specific as to which conmunity
you're referring to?

Q Vell, I"'mtrying to wap ny mnd around what
I's meant in your conplaint. At various tines,
communities are referred to. So | guess if | were just
aski ng you, you know, how do you define or describe your
community? |s there one answer? Are there different
answers that you woul d give ne?

A VWll, one answer | would give you right now
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through ny recollection is that |'mpart of the

Hi I | sborough County community and all that that entails,
and that community is different fromthe South

St. Petersburg comunity.

Q So later in that paragraph 20 where it says,
groups their comunities wth dissimlar ones, is --
what are you referring to there in terns of
dissimlar --

MS. ROBERTSON: Object to form |'msorry.
bject to form
THE WTNESS:. |'mreferring to the fact that

Bl ack comunities in areas |ike East Tanpa and

South St. Petersburg are very dissimlar other than

t hem being Black -- primarily Bl ack.

BY M5. HARLE:

Q And you don't consider yourself in East Tanpa,
right?

A That's correct, although |I serve residents of
East Tanpa in the -- through ny job in the school
district.

Q So your -- was it called Dr. Carter?

A Yes, Dr. Carter G WIson school.

Q That's | ocated in East Tanpa?

A No. That's located in West -- in North Tanpa

al so, but the students conme fromall over -- all parts
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of Hillsborough County including East Tanpa.

Q Ckay. And then that last |line that says,
quote, Sinply because of their race, are there any facts
that you know of that we haven't tal ked about today that
indicate that the lines were drawn sinply because of the
race of the voters?

A | would have to defer to ny attorneys for
further discussion of that matter, but | can't see why
you woul d draw the district -- redraw the district that
way if race were not a factor.

Q Let's | ook at paragraph 95. Read that and | et
me when you're ready.

A Al right.

Q So this is where you say, quote, These
race- based decisions resulted in a map that splits
nei ghbor hood and ignores traditional redistricting
criteria.

So ny first question is, which --

A Wl |, hang on.

Q ' msorry.

A | haven't had a chance to finish reading it
yet .

Q Ch, |'msorry.

That's okay. You said 95 or 967

>

Q Just nunber 95, yes, sir
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A Right. Gkay. Go ahead.

Q My first question is, which neighborhoods are
split in the map?

A Wll, South St. Petersburg -- South
St. Petersburg is politically split fromthe rest of
St. Petersburg, which is not -- which has not al ways
been the case.

Q s South St. Petersburg -- South
St. Petersburg itself a nei ghborhood?

A Yes, it is.

Q And is all of South St. Petersburg currently
in District 167

A You woul d need to show ne a map agai n and
restate the question, please.

Q Ckay. Sure. Let's -- let's go down to the
figure 3 real quick.

So the purple part on the map there, that's

South St. Petersburg, correct?
Yes. Well, the purple shaded part.
Purple with the diagonal white |ines?

Yeah.

> o >

Q Ckay. So ny question is, just that boundary
between 16 and 18 on the Pinellas side, do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. |Is any part of South St. Pete in
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District 18 on that map?

A Yes, it is.

Q Ckay. So is South St. Petersburg the
nei ghbor hood, as you described it, split between
District 16 and 187

A Oh, is South St. Pete split between District
16 and 18?

Q That's what |'mtrying to ask.

A. No, it's not. It's divided fromit.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Al right. Let's [ook back
at 95 for the second part of that question, which is --
this says that the legislature ignores traditional
redistricting criteria, so |I'mwondering, which criteria
do you understand it to be appropriate for the
| egi sl ature to use when drawing district |ines?

A Vell, for further discussion of that, | would
have to defer to the know edge of ny attorneys.

Q And which criteria do you believe the
| egi slature ignored in draw ng these district |ines?

A | believe they sinply ignored geographic
criteria by going across nultiple counties and dividing
it up wth the body of water all of -- both of which are
unusual .

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A Not at this tine.
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Q Ckay. Al right. Let's |ook at paragraph 97.

A Ckay. Let ne read it. ay. Go ahead.

Q Just focussing on the first line that refers
to, quote, The direct evidence of racial predom nance,
what direct evidence are you aware of that race
predom nates the drawing of the district lines you're
chal | engi ng?

A |'mnot certain on all of the particular
factors, so | wuld have do defer to nmy attorneys for
nore conpl ete answering of this.

Q But do you know of any direct evidence that
race predom nates the drawi ng of the |ines?

A |'mnot sure at this tine, but | can't see why
el se you woul d need to draw a district in this way.

Q Looki ng at paragraph 131 -- take a mnute to
read that and | et ne know, please.

A Yes. You can go ahead.

Q Ckay. Do you know what the phrase Tier One

conpliance neans in that allegation?

A | don't recall. 1've seen the definition
sonewhere in ny reading of this lawsuit, | believe, but
|'d have to refer to -- or defer to ny attorneys for

nore definitions or know edge.
Q Let's ook at the map of what's called plan
42, which is in your conplaint. There it is.
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Does that | ook famliar to you?

A Yeah. | have seen it in the past.

Q "Il just represent to you this is a --
obviously, it's in your conplaint. This is a map that
you and your Co-Plaintiffs have proposed as a better
alternative to the map you' re chall engi ng.

Can you tell ne anything about this map that
you think is better than the map that you're chall engi ng
in the lawsuit?

A Yes. If you look at 19, 18, 16, and 24, you
can travel the wdth and height of the -- of those areas
W t hout crossing into another county, and the entire
conmmuni ty or geographic area is enclosed within the
boundari es of each specific voting district.

Q Based on your know edge of the denographics in
Hi | | sborough, would there be roughly the sanme nunber of
Bl ack voters in this map or nore or |ess than the one
that you're chall engi ng?

A | would have to defer to ny attorneys, who |I'm
sure may be relying on the census and other political --
and other information or nore accurate and conplete
di scussion of that question.

Q Ckay. Let's look at what's called the Isbel
map. It's also in your conplaint. Does this -- let's

see.
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1 The Isbell Plan, does that |ook famliar to

2 | you?

3 A | believe |I've seen it before.

4 Q Ckay. And this is in your conplaint as an

5 |alternative map.

6 What is it about this map that you prefer to

7 |the map that you're challenging in the | awsuit?

8 A Again, it appears that the -- that each of the
9 |voting districts is self-contained and does not cross

10 | over or -- or share parts of another voting district.

11 | You can travel the width and the depth of each district
12 |without crossing a body of water and without -- wthout
13 | crossing through another district.

14 Q And in this plan, it looks |ike the voters of
15 | South St. Pete are not conmbined with the voters of

16 | Tanpa; is that right?

17 A That appears to be accurate.

18 Q Do you know whet her under this plan in the

19 |region shaded 17 there would be a di mnishment of the
20 | Bl ack voting power as conpared to the map that you're
21 | chal | engi ng now?
22 A |'mnot aware of all the specific boundaries
23 |of this proposed plan. 1'd have to defer to ny
24 |attorneys for nore conplete and accurate di scussion.
25 Q Have you seen any of the maps that your expert
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W t nesses have provided in their reports in this case?
A |'"'mnot sure. | -- I'"'mnot sure. | would
have to be pointed to specific maps. It seens |ike
there's a lot of them
M5. HARLE: That is correct. Let's |ook at
your initial disclosures. This wll be Exhibit 2.
(Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 was marked for
i dentification.)
| f you can scroll down, Leila, to the bottom
and then back up.
BY M. HARLE:
Q Does this docunment | ook famliar to you
M. Nord Hodges?
A Let's see. Let ne see. Well, ny nane | ooks
famliar.
Q Ckay. Are you able to say whether you' ve
reviewed this before?
A | believe I have. Al the docunents kind of
seemto run together.
Q | understand. Well, let's |ook at what it
says there in 1A where it has your name. So it says
t hat you, quote, have information tending to show that
the chal l enged districts caused harmto thensel ves and
ot her residents.

So |I' mwondering, what harmdo the chal | enged
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districts cause to you?

A Yes. Specifically, the harmto ne is that ['m
forced to share a legislature now -- or not necessarily
| egislature, a political representative with -- wth
residents of South St. Pete with whom | have nothing in
common ot her than being Black. So again, |ess
representation to ne is not better than nore
representation.

Q And do you believe that Black voters are a
comunity of interest?

A Yes, | do.

Q So in what way does being in the sane district
as other Black voters harm you?

MS. ROBERTSON. (Object to form
You can answer.
THE WTNESS: Ckay. In what way does being in

a district with other Black voters harm ne?

MS. HARLE: Yes, sir.

THE WTNESS: Well, if the -- I'msorry. o
ahead.

MS. HARLE: Yes, sir. That was ny question.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. It harnms me if | have to
share time with a legislator who's -- instead of
being able to be dedicated to the interest of ny

community has conflicting interest in at |east two
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1 different comunities that they have to consider,

2 research, work on, so forth. So possibly, | my

3 get less, |ess advocacy on -- for ny comunity on

4 ny side of the map and sone in another part of the
5 map.

6 | BY Mb. HARLE:

7 Q And if -- if the voters of South St. Pete were
8 | noved out of your voting district and that caused the

9 | nunber of Black voters in your district to go down,

10 |would you be in favor of that?

11 A Yes, | woul d.

12 Q Ckay. So the second part of your claimthere
13 |is that you have information tending to show that the

14 | chal | enged district cause harmto other residents.

15 So is there any harmto other residents of the
16 |districts that you have information on that we haven't
17 |tal ked about yet?

18 A |''mnot aware of other specific information.
19 |1'd have to defer to ny attorneys for conplete and
20 | accurate discussion.
21 Q Ckay. Are there any other individuals you
22 | know of that have information about whether the district
23 | lines were drawn near -- primarily based on race?
24 A |'mnot aware at this tinme of who has or
25 | doesn't have information about the districts being
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redr awn.

M5. HARLE: And then just one, | think, final
exhibit. This will be your blog from Novenber 9th,
2012. Gve you tinme to read it.

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 3 was marked for

I dentification.)
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
BY M5. HARLE:
Q Does this kind of |ook |ike your blog?
A Yes. That is definitely ne.
Q Ckay. |If you don't mnd, just read that entry
and 1"l just have a couple questions.

A All right. Sure. Gve ne a nonent. All

right. 1 finished.
Q Ckay. | just wanted to hone in on towards the
bottomthere starting with -- I'lIl read it into the

record just so we have it. Quote, Even the Cuban

popul ation is no | onger Republican in Florida.
Unfortunately, | guarantee that the blind will continue
to lead the blind and tea partying war-nongering GOP
party |l eadership wll stupidly assume that they | ost
this election because their candi dates were not nore
extreme. For their sakes, they should get it right
because the nunber of old white men in America is

shrinking and you cannot win with just their vote. Duh,
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end quote.
Did | read that right?

A Yes, you did.

Q Ckay. Would you say that you had aninosity
towards Republicans at the tinme you wote this?

A No, not at all. 1've -- I"'ma first
generation inmmgrant who grew up in the south in
Arkansas and Fl orida surrounded by Republi cans,
Denocrats, |ndependents, and others from school age
I ncl udi ng nmy school in church and ny community groups
that | actively fellowshiped and was and am sti |
friends with until this day.

Q Ckay. So you don't have any aninosity today
towards old white nmen?

A No, | did not.

Q Ckay. And do you think -- do you think
Republ i cans are stupid?

A No. This was just an opinion piece based on
certain political actions at the tinme. And being 12
years ago, many things have -- are not the same today as
they were in 2012.

MS. HARLE: Understood. Well, thank you. |
think that's the end of my questi ons.

THE W TNESS: You're wel cone.

MS. ROBERTSON: | don't have any questions.
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W would |ike to read.
M5. HARLE: And we will order an electronic
copy.
M5. ROBERTSON:. We'll also order. And can you
bill the ACLU i nstead of Butler.
(This deposition was concluded at 3:49 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF QATH

STATE OF FLORI DA )
COUNTY OF DUVAL )

I, VENDY E. RIVERA, Florida Professional
Reporter, Notary Public, State of Florida, certify that
KETO NORD HODGES personal ly appeared before nme via
vi deoconf erence on Novenber 26, 2024, and was duly

SWOr n.

Signed this 13th day of Decenber, 2024.

. . L
ot Ky P o

Wendy E. Rivera
Notary Public, State of Florida
Conmi ssion No.: HH 373469
Expires: March 15, 2027

WENOY E. RVERA
Commission # HH 373469
Expires March 13, 2027
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KETO NORD HODGES November 26, 2024
HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 58

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF FLORI DA )
COUNTY OF DUVAL )

I, VWENDY E. RI VERA, Florida Professional
Reporter, do hereby certify that | was authorized to and
did renotely stenographically report the videoconference
depositi on of KETO NORD HODGES; that a review of the
transcri pt WAS requested; and that the foregoing
transcript, pages 1 through 56, is a true record of ny

st enogr aphi ¢ not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties’
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am|

financially interested in the action.

DATED this 13th day of Decenber, 2024.
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Wendy E. Rivera
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