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THE REPORTER: All right. W're now on the
record at 3:34 p.m on Novenber 20th, 2024, to take the
deposition of Jennifer Garcia, in the case of Keto Nord
Hodges, et al., versus Kathleen Passidono, et al. MW
name is Eric Stunmpf, notary public and digital reporter
for Esquire Deposition Solutions in the state of
Florida. Pursuant to the general |aws of the state of
Florida, 1'll be capturing the verbatimrecord of
today' s proceedi ng using electronic audi o equi pnment, a
conmput er, and specialized recording software which is
not a form of stenography.

The witness is currently located in St.
Petersburg, Florida, and has confirned their identity
wth a Florida driver's |icense.

Coul d Counsel please identify yourself for the
record and state who you represent.

MR. WARREN: Nicholas Warren with the ACLU of
Fl orida representing the plaintiffs, including M.
Garcia. And we will object to the manner of taking the
deposition as different than the manner specified in the
Not i ce.

MR, SHAW Janes M chael Shaw, Jr., Butler
Wei hnul | er Katz Craig, for the plaintiffs. And | -- I'm
sorry. And with nme as ny associ ate, Naom Robertson.

Qbserving is Zei na Hasbini.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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MS. HARLE: And Denise Harle of Shutts & Bowen
on behal f of Senate President Ben Albritton in his
official capacity as the President of the Florida
Senate. Wth me is ny associate, Leila Oberschall.

THE REPCRTER: Perfect. Thank you. | think
that's everyone.

And absent any objection at this point,
Counsel and the Wtness agree to ny renote
adm nistration of the oath and that the final transcript
may be used for all purposes allowed by the general |aws
of the state of Florida.

MR WARREN: Yes.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

THE REPCRTER: And, Counsel, are we okay to
move forward if -- if they're objecting?

MS. HARLE: Yes.

THE REPORTER: All right. Thank you.

And, Ms. Garcia, could you please raise your
ri ght hand?

JENNI FER GARCI A,
having first been duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

THE REPORTER: All right. You nay proceed,
Counsel .

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. HARLE:

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q Good afternoon, Ms. Garcia.

A Hi .

Q My name is Denise Harle, | will be taking your
deposition today. Could you please just state and spell
your nane for the record?

A Yes, ny name is Jennifer Garcia. That's
spelled, J-EENNI-F-EER GARCGCI-A

Q And do you understand that you are being
deposed today under oath, under penalty of perjury?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever been de before?

A No.

Q Ckay. | see your attorney is there with you.
I's there anyone else in the roomwth you?

A No.

Q Ckay. Do you have any other prograns open on
your conputer besides Zoon?

A No.

Q Ckay. Do you have your cell phone nearby?

A Yes.

Q | would just ask you not to comunicate or --
or receive any conmuni cations during this deposition on
your cell phone; is that okay?

A Yes.

Q -- or receive any conmunication. |Is there

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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anyt hing preventing you from giving your best truthful
testinmony today? For exanple, a nedical condition or
have you taken any nedi cation or other drugs?

A No.

Q |'mgoing to just go over sone ground rules
for depositions. So it sounds like this is your first
time. And | -- | will at the end just ask you if you
have any questions about themor if you are okay with
the rules; is that okay?

A Yes.

Q Geat. So because this deposition is being
transcri bed by our court reporter, | need to nmake sure
that you give verbal responses for the record. Things
| i ke nods and uh-huhs do not translate very well. W
al so need to be careful not to interrupt or to talk over
one another, if possible. And if you do answer a
guestion, we will assune that you understood the
question. So if | ask you sonething that's confusing or
uncl ear, please just ask me to clarify because once you
give the answer, we will assune you knew what was bei ng
asked. Also, you don't need to guess at anything today.
However, | amentitled to your best estimate if there is
a question that you can give a rough estimate to. Do
you understand the difference between a guess and an

esti nmat e?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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A Yes.
Q Ckay. |If at any point seeing a docunent woul d
refresh your recollection, just let ne know and we'll do

our best to get it in front of you. As | may be

I ntroduci ng exhibits later on, what -- what |'Il plan to
do is ask Leila to share her screen with you. But if
for some reason that's not workable, we can either drop
a PDF in the chat or do sonething el se that you'll have
access to what you need.

Pl ease be sure to give conplete answers to the
question. Also, please answer the question even if your
attorney objects. Unless your attorney instructs you
not to answer, you do need to answer the whol e question.
And | think that's the list -- the -- it's the list of
ny standard ground rules. Does that all nake sense to
you?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Geat. WII you please state your
address -- your current address?

A My current address is 3680 46th Avenue Sout h,
Unit 219, St. Petersburg, Florida 33711.

Q And when did you nove there?

A I n March of 2023.
Q | s that an apartnent?
A Yes.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 Q And do you own it or do you rent?
2 A Rent .
3 Q What was your nost recent prior address?
4 A My nost recent prior address was 2317 37th
5 | Street South, St. Pete, Florida 33711.
6 Q And do you renmenber what nonth and year you
7 | noved there?
8 A | believe it was Novenber 2018.
9 Q | s there any chance you're aware of that you
10 | mght be noving in the next year or two?
11 A Possibly in tw years, but |I'mnot sure.
12 Q And where woul d you be going in tw years?
13 A |''mnot sure where | would go in two years.
14 Q Ckay. And what makes you think you m ght nove
15 | in two years?
16 A Just because | would want to or because that
17 | woul d be a decision that | would make for ny famly.
18 Q But nothing currently that you' re considering
19 | in terns of noving?
20 A No.
21 Q Who i s your current enployer?
22 A My current enployer is Common Cause.
23 Q And what is Common Cause?
24 A Common Cause is a nonprofit denocracy
25 | organi zation.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 11
Q What do you do there?
A | amthe regional communication strategist for

t he south.
Q How | ong have you worked at Common Cause?
Since January of 2024.
And before that who was your enployer?
The ACLU of Florida.
And what did you do at the ACLU of Florida?

> O > O »

The ACLU of Florida | was the nedia strategist
t here.

Q And when you worked at the ACLU of Florida,
di d you know your current attorneys in this lawsuit, M.
Warren and M. Tillian (phonetic)? | -- | don't have a
whol e list, but did you know your current attorneys when
you were working at the ACLU of Florida?

A | did.

Q And did you work -- did you work with your
current attorneys when you were working at ACLU of
Fl ori da?

A | did.

Q What' s your educational background?

A Can you be nore specific?

Q Ch, sure. Can you tell me about your -- just
tell me about your education since high school ?

A After high school | went to the University of

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 | South Florida St. Petersburg for ny bachel or's degree.
2 Q Did you receive your bachelor's?
3 A Yes.
4 Q | n what maj or?
5 A Journal i sm and nmedi a studi es.
6 Q Did you do any advanced degrees or
7 | certificates after your bachel or's?
8 A No.
9 Q Was there anything else that conmes to m nd
when | ask about your educational backgrounds?
A Not hi ng el se cones to m nd.
Q Ckay. Have you worked for a political
organi zation?
A Can you define what a political organization
woul d constitute as?
Q Yeah, | guess what -- do you consider a Conmon
Cause a political organization?
A They' re a nonpartisan organi zation, but they
do work in politics.
Q Ckay. Do you consider Conmon Cause a civil
ri ghts organi zation?
A | woul d consider themnore of a voting rights
organi zati on.
Q Vell, nmy next question, so thank you. How did
you get connected to Common Cause?

N
(62}

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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A | applied for their job -- their listing. |

knew of their listing online.

Q Had you heard of Conmon Cause before finding
their job opening?

A Yes.

Q Had you done any col | aboration or crossover
work with Common Cause when you were at the ACLU of
Fl ori da?

A | believe so, but | can't recollect when. |
know that there's been times that there -- there would
be nmonents of that nature, yes.

Q At the ACLU of Florida, did any of your work
I nvol ve voting rights?

A Yes.

Q And besi des Common Cause and ACLU of Fl ori da,
have you worked at any other voting rights
organi zati ons?

A No.

Q Have you vol unteered in any capacity on voting
rights issues?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell me about that?

A Excuse ne. Can you be nore specific with your
question?

Q Sure. Just -- just tell me about any work

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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that you've done in a volunteer capacity on the issue of
voting rights?

A |'ve worked with several voting rights voting.
l'"'mnot sure if you'd want to know any specifics about
t hat .

Q Sure. Like, did you -- did you canvas, did
you do phone banks? What were the organi zations? Wre
they -- were they political parties, were they
grassroots groups? Just in -- in your own words.

A Ckay. | have phone-banked and | have
canvassed. | have phone-banked with MoveOn and | phone-
banked for the Warnock canpaign and then | also
canvassed for the Elizabeth Warren canpai gn.

Q Have you ever done any el ection canvasing?

A Yes.

Q When and where was that?

A | don't renmenber. | can't recall the years.

Q Do you recall if it -- if it was for a certain
candi dat e?

A | did canvas for Elizabeth Warren.

Q Any ot her candi dates you' ve canvased for or
phone- banked for?

A Just the ones |'ve previously stated.

Q And in your voting rights work, what woul d you

say are the main issues that you advocate for?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A Can you be specific to which job you're

t al ki ng about ?

Q Sure. | mean, | was -- really unbrella for
all of them But -- but what are the main issues or
goal s that you've -- that you' ve worked to advance in

your volunteer and enpl oyed capacity on voting rights?

A My -- the voting rights issues | try to
amplify relate to the protection of denocracy.

Q And in your view, what does the protection of
denocracy entail ?

A Equal rights for all Americans.

Q Anyt hing el se besides equal rights for al
Anericans that you advocate for in your -- your voting
ri ghts advocacy?

A Fair and equal access to the ballot box.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A Not that | can think of right now.

Q Besides this | awsuit, have you ever been the
party to a -- acivil lawsuit?

A No.

Q Have you ever been convicted of a crine?

A No.

Q Have you ever pled no contest to a crine?

A No.

Q Just tell ne in your owm words why you're

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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bringing this [awsuit?
A | believe residents in nmy comunity shoul d

have fair representation in our denocracy.

Q And how do you define your conmunity?

A The St. Petersburg comunity, Black residents
here, residents from di verse backgrounds in St.
Pet er sbur g.

Q And do you think that the residents in your
comunity currently do not have fair representation?

A That is correct.

Q And why is that?

A Because of the maps that are drawn to dilute
their voices and their voting power.

Q What is it about the map that you believe
dilutes the voices of the residents in your conmmunity?

A The current maps pack residents into a snaller
district and they al so conbine St. Petersburg residents

W th Tanpa residents.

Q And in terns of your conmmunity, is -- is your
community the former or the latter? You feel |ike your
community is packed or is -- is conbined with the wong
people, or -- | nean, | want you to say it in your

words, but what's the problemas to your comunity?
A | feel like ny comunity is split.

Q And does everyone in the comunity still have

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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1 [ the ability to vote?
2 A Yes.
3 Q And what is it about your conmmunity as you
4 | define it being split that makes the representation
5 | unfair?
6 A | believe it's the way the maps are split that
7 | doesn't allow for voters to vote for representatives of
8 | their choice and to have their influence heard.
9 Q And to explore that nore, | think we may get
10 | to the Conplaint. Do you happen to have a copy of the
11 | Conplaint with you?
12 A Not on ny screen right now, no.
13 Q Ckay. We'll pull that up for youin alittle
14 | bit. How did you becone to be a plaintiff in this
15 | lawsuit?
16 A Ni chol as Warren contacted ne.
17 Q Do you renenber what nonth and year that
18 | happened when M. Warren contacted you about becom ng a
19 | plaintiff?
20 A | can't renmenber specifics, but it was around
21 | March or April before the Conplaint was filed.
22 Q So it was after -- was it after you were no
23 | longer working at the ACLU of Florida?
24 A | believe so, yes, yes.
25 Q Ot her than your attorneys who have you spoken

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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w th about this |awsuit?

A Friends and famly.

Q Have you -- you don't -- | don't need to know
t he substance of what you said, but have you spoken with
any of the other plaintiffs at any point?

A No.

Q Anyone el se besides friends and famly?

A Just ny friends and famly.

Q Ckay. And during the redistricting process at
Issue in this case, the one underlying the nmap that
you're challenging, did you communi cate with any menbers
or staff of the Florida Legislature?

A No.

Q Were you aware of the redistricting process at
the tinme that it was going on?

A No.

Q After the redistricting was done, have you
comuni cated with any menbers or staff of the Florida
Legi sl ature regardi ng the map?

A No.

Q Have you conmuni cated -- other than with your
attorneys in this lawsuit, have you comunicated with
anyone else at the ACLU of Florida either during or
after the redistricting process at issue?

A Can you be nore specific with that question?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 80-18 Filed 01/23/25 Page 19 of 56

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N T N T N N R I S e R
aa A W N P O © 00 N OO O 0 W N . O

PagelD 2523
JENNIFER GARCIA November 20, 2024
HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 19
Q Yeah. So | guess I'Il -- let me -- let nme

break that apart. So if | understand correctly, you
weren't aware of the redistricting process when it was
happening so if | asked you did you comunicate with
anyone at the ACLU of Florida during the redistricting
process, | would -- | think the answer is no?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And then after the redistricting
process M. Warren reached out to you regardi ng becom ng
a plaintiff inthis lawsuit; is that right?

A | believe so.

Q Ckay. Wen you were working at the ACLU of
Florida, did you do any kind of work or advocacy
relating to the map that you're chall engi ng now?

A No.

Q Have you nade any verbal or witten statenents
to any reporters regarding this [awsuit?

A No.

Q Have you nade any verbal or witten statenents
to any conmunity organi zations or civics group regarding
this lawsuit?

A No.

Q Have you nmade any verbal or witten statenents
on social nedia regarding the lawsuit?

A No.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q Whi ch social nedia apps or accounts do you
have? |f you don't mnd, try to list off the ones you
can think of?

A | have an X account, | have a Twitter -- or |
have an I nstagram account, and | have a Facebook

account, and | --

Q Al right.

A -- al so have a Ti kTok account.

Q  TikTok?

A Yes.

Q Do you have Linkedl n?

A Yes, | do.

Q Do you have Signal ?

A Yes.

Q Do you have G oupMe?

A No.

Q Are you currently a registered voter?

A Yes.

Q Have you voted in every state Senate el ection
since you turned 18?

A No.

Q Do you recall -- or which Senate -- state

Senate el ections have you voted in if you recall the
year ?

A | can't recall the year.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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Q Ckay.
A | don't know.
Q Let's | ook now at -- oh, | forgot to say

earlier, and hopefully this won't be relevant, but if
you do need a break at any tine, just let ne know. [|I'm
happy to stop whenever you need.

M5. HARLE: Leila, can you please pull up
the -- the Answers to the Interrogatories, potential
Exhibit 2 and share it on your screen.
BY MS. HARLE:

Q And do you renenber providing interrogatory
responses in this lawsuit?

A | would have to see a docunent to know what
you're tal king --

Q Sure. kay. And | knowthis is alittle
unw el dy, but we're happy to scroll up and down and Zoom
in or -- or whatever you need as we go through this.

A | saw this docunent, yes.

Q Ckay. Geat. And do you renenber if you
reviewed all of the information and -- and signed off

before your attorney submtted it?

A | did, but I noticed that there was a typo.
Q Ckay. Is this --

A | realized there was -- go ahead.

Q |s there still a typo in there?
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A Yes.

Q Ckay. Wiat is it? Anything inportant?

A My March 2023 address is 2317 37th Street
Sout h.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Well, let ne just ask a few
general questions before we get into the specifics.

Have you seen what District 18 |ooks like in the enacted
map that you're chal |l engi ng?

A Yes.

Q And what facts do you have regarding the
raci al notivations of the Florida Legislature in draw ng
the districts in the map?

A Can you be nore specific about your question,
pl ease?

Q Sure. So in your lawsuit at several points
you allege that the Florida Legislature had an
overriding and inperm ssible racial notivation in -- in
drawing the lines of the districts. Are you aware of
t hose al |l egati ons?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So | was just asking what facts do you
have regarding the racial notivations of the Florida
Legi sl ature?

A Wiile | can't speak to the racial notivations

of the Florida Legislature, | can share that ny
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nei ghbor hood and t he nei ghborhood that has been
sectioned off is primarily Black community and -- yeabh.
Q Do you have any other facts that you' re aware
of that would indicate that the districts were drawn by
the Legislature with a racial notivation?
A QG her than majority Black residents are
grouped into one specific area, no.

Q And whi ch specific area do you believe the

Bl ack residents are -- are grouped into?

A |f you were able to pull up a map, | can show
you - -

Q Ckay.

A -- or | can explain it to you.

Q Yeah. |s there -- can you describe the areas
of -- of the counties or the cities that you're

referring to?

A | would say east of 34th Street -- east and
sout heast of 34th Street.

Q And -- and those residents are part of
District 18 that you live in?

A |'mnot sure. |'d have to |ook at the map.

Q |s there a certain percentage of Bl ack voting-
age popul ation that you think should be in D strict 167?

A | don't have a specific percentage in mnd. |

woul d just want equal representation for the residents
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of St. Petersburg.

Q Do you know how the current percentage of
Bl ack voting-age population in District 16 conpares to
t he percentage of Bl ack voting-age popul ati on before the
nmost recent redistricting?

A Not off the top of ny head, no.

Q Do you personally know any facts indicating
that Legislature's central consideration in drawi ng the
map was race?

A Can you be nmore specific in that question?

Q Sure. Do you personally know any facts
indicating that the Florida Legislature's central
consideration in drawing the map that you're chall engi ng
was race?

A | feel like -- 1'd need you to break down that
question for ne.

Q Ckay. And -- and maybe what you answered
before, | just want to make sure that |I'mnot m ssing
any facts or information that you have that the Florida
Legi sl ature used race as the main purpose or notivation
behind the map. So any information or facts you have on
that point, | just want to make sure I'mpulling that
out .

A | don't have any facts other than what |'ve

stated and what | can think of for right now.
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Q Are you famliar with the historical district

boundari es between -- of Hillsborough and Pinellas in
terms of, like, prior maps and earlier redistricting?
A | have not | ooked at prior maps, no.

Q Are you aware that the conmunities that are
conbi ned that you've spoken about earlier, part of
Saint -- East St. Pete and -- and Tanpa, are you aware
that those communities have been conbi ned as part of the
same district since the early 1990s?

A | did not know that.

Q Do you know how many counties are split by
district lines across the state of Florida?

A No.

Q Did you read the Conplaint in full before it
was filed?

A Yes, |'ve reviewed the Conplaint.

Q Did you approve of all the allegations in the
Compl aint before it was filed?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

MS. HARLE. Sorry to switch gears, Leila, but
can you put the Conplaint up, please.
And, Eric, | was -- | just was super sloppy on

that. You can -- that can be Exhibit 1. [If we wanted

to make it Garcia 1 maybe. And then the Conplaint wll|
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be Garcia 2. And we'll enail these to you right
afterwards.

(Garcia Exhibits 1-2 were marked for
I dentification.)

MS. HARLE: Ckay. |If -- if you can scrol
down to Paragraph 11.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q All right. So there it says, this plan
sacrificed genuine communities of interest. Wat facts
were you relying on in making that allegation that the
Legi sl ature sacrificed genuine conmunities of interest?

A Can you repeat the question?

Q Yes. Wen you nade that allegation that the
Legi sl ature sacrificed genuine community of interests,
what facts were you relying on?

A | was relying on the fact that communities are
split and the concerns of St. Petersburg residents on
the east side of 34th is not the sane as the interests
or the concerns of residents in Tenple Terrace or in
northern parts of Tanpa.

Q And what are the interests of the residents of
east St. Pete's?

A | believe our concerns and our situations are
different than those in a different county and so

they're going to be unique to the area. But | can just
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say that they're different than that of Tanpa.

Q And -- and how are they different?

A | feel like the conmmunity needs different
things. And so to group two different conmmunities under
the sanme representation without giving thema say in
what happens to all of St. Pete seens |ike an upper --
underrepresented space for Black voters in this area.

Q So do the -- does the community in St. Pete's
share the sanme interests with -- I'"'msorry. Does the
community in East St. Pete's that we're tal king about
share the sane interests with all of the other residents
of the other parts of St. Pete?

MR WARREN. (bject to form

THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure the question you're
trying to ask.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q What -- what do you understand conmmunity of
interest to mean -- or genuine community of interest?
Just to use your words.

A | take that to nean what -- what concerns the
comunity nenbers in that area. And that wll be
specific to the residents of St. Pete. | can't provide
alist, | can't think of certain things right nowin
this moment, but | can guarantee you that they are

different than that of the concerns and the interests of
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those in Tanpa who live in a conpletely different
regi on.

Q | s a genuine comunity of interest based on
nei ghbor hood?

A There are several different nei ghborhoods in
St. Petersburg. | -- that's ny take on it.

Q And -- and do the several different
nei ghbor hoods of St. Petersburg share the sane
I nterests?

A Possibly. | -- | can't really speak to that
particul ar point.

Q It -- does a genuine conmunity of interest, is
t hat based on race?

A |t depends on who you talk to in St. Pete.

Q Ckay. Well -- well, talking to you as the
plaintiff where -- where you're saying that genuine
comunities of interest are sacrificed, are you -- are
you envisioning a comunity of interest as -- as based
on the race of the residents?

A | woul d say that the needs of and the voices
of Black voters in this area and the voting power of
Bl ack voters in this area are -- are di mnished because
of that, because of the way the maps are desi gned.

Q So are -- in your view are Black voters a

genui ne community of interest?
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A Yes.
Q s -- is genuine community of interest, can
that nmean religion?
A ' m predom nantly tal ki ng about the Bl ack
areas in St. Petersburg where voters are -- voters

voi ces are di m ni shed.
Q And in your view, do Black voters have the
same concerns as each ot her?
A Can you be nore specific about that question?
Q Sure. So if you've identified that a
comunity of interest, you're referring to Black voters
and |'masking in your perspective then do Bl ack voters
share the sanme concerns as voters as other Black voters?
MR. WARREN. (bject to form
THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure | understand what

you're trying to ask. And | don't know if there's

another way to say it or to hear it. |'mjust -- can
you - -
BY M5. HARLE:

Q l'm-- I"mtrying to still get an

under st andi ng of what the communities of interests are
that you're saying were sacrificed. And | thought we
narrowed it down to you are primarily tal king about

Bl ack voters; is that correct?

A. Correct.
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Q Ckay. So in your view do Black voters then

share -- typically share the sane concerns as voters?
A | nmean --
Q As opposed to non-Bl ack voters? Have -- nost
have -- have -- do they have different concerns?
A | feel like the concerns is one thing, but

it's also who they choose to represent their district or
t hey choose to represent in |eadership. And so it --

It's not necessarily dependent on a specific thing. |

feel like it's -- it's nore so just the fact that Bl ack
voi ces are underrepresented and -- and just di m nished
in -- in our denocracy. And so | can't necessarily

pi npoint a specific thing, but |I do feel |ike Black

voters' voices are -- they -- with these gerrynmandered
maps, they -- they carry |l ess voting power.
Q And is that based on a -- a particular fact

that you're aware of ?

A The fact of geographical |ocation and the
denographics of the maps that were -- that are being
presented. Yes, that's what |'m-- that's what |'m
seeing. And |'ve shared that the | ocation of where
Bl ack residents reside is also -- is -- is a reason that
| can think of.

Q And in terns of outcones, is there -- is there

sonething particular in the outconmes of representation
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that you're identifying as a -- as a racial problemin

terns of who is representing District 16 and District
18?

A | feel that regardless of who -- who is
chosen, that -- like, in ternms of outcones, Black voters
don't necessarily get a fair say in that -- in those

el ections or those opportunities to vote. And so | feel
like that's -- that's ny reasoning for that.
Q Did you just say Black voters don't have a
fair opportunity to vote?
A No. | neant to say that they don't have a
fair representation in who they want to see represented.
Q And -- and you -- in your view do Black voters
all have the sane preferences in terns of who they want
to represent thenf?
A No.
Q Do you think a -- a genuine comunity of
I nterest mght be based on soci oeconom ¢ status?
MR. WARREN: (nbject to form
THE WTNESS: Can you be nore specific in the
question?
BY MS. HARLE:
Q Try to be nore specific. 1'Il try to
rephrase. And you've worked a ot in the voting rights

space so you may have different ways you describe this.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 80-18 Filed 01/23/25 Page 32 of 56

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N T N T N N R I S e R
aa A W N P O © 00 N OO O 0 W N . O

PagelD 2536

JENNIFER GARCIA November 20, 2024
HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 32

But when you think of voting interest groups, right,
you've -- you've tal ked about Bl ack voters, do you see
certain socioeconom c classes as potentially being a

| egitimate voting interest group?

A | think it would depend, but | don't --
|'ve -- in ny voting rights work it's been nore
dependent on marginalized comunities.

Q Ckay. Well, that's helpful. Can you list for
me the types of marginalized communities that you think,
you know, conprise voting interest groups?

A | think for the basis of this case, the Bl ack
voting community is the marginalized community that we
are di scussi ng.

Q And are you aware there's a nunber of
different reasons why district lines can be drawn in
different ways?

A Yes, |'m aware.

Q So are there any other marginalized voting
I nterest groups that you're aware of that you could tel
me?

A | -- | don't necessarily know the process of
how maps are drawn and so | wouldn't necessarily be able
to share what's the deciding factor in those areas.
| -- that's ny answer to this question.

Q Do you understand political parties to be
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voting interest groups?

A Yes.

Q And do you understand the -- the sexes to be
voting interest groups?

A Yes.

Q Wul d you have done your voting rights work --
well, let's just start with the Common Cause. Which
voting rights are -- which types of voters are you
reaching out to wth Common Cause?

A Al voters.

Q Al voters? So how do you get the contact
I nfo?

A |'' m not responsible for getting the contact
I nf 0.

Q Do you recall -- and I"'mtrying to renenber
what you said. You said you discussed with them
protecting denocracy; is that right?

A Protecting denocracy | believe was ny
definition to why | participate in voting rights or what
ny -- what voting rights neans to ne.

Q And so | think -- | think you said you're the
seni or conmuni cations strategist? O what was your
title?

A Regi onal communi cations strategist for the

sout h.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 80-18 Filed 01/23/25 Page 34 of 56

PagelD 2538
JENNIFER GARCIA November 20, 2024
HODGES V. PASSIDOMO 34
1 Q All right. So are you -- in that capacity are
2 | you drafting witten conmmuni cations?
3 A Yes.
4 Q Ckay. And it would that include emails?
5 A No.
6 Q Soci al nedi a?
7 A Not often, but sonetines.
8 Q Ckay. Articles?
9 A Press rel eases, yes.
10 Q Those fliers?
11 A |'' m not sure what you nean by sliders.
12 Q Ch, | said fliers. Sorry.
13 A | have --
14 Q -- like, panphlets?
15 A | have drawn -- |'ve done one or two fliers in
16 | ny time there.
17 Q Ckay. What am | mssing? So basically press
18 | releases and what else are you witing?
19 A Earned nedi a strategy.
20 Q And your target audience thereis -- is it all
21 | voters or is it sonething el se?
22 A It's all voters.
23 Q And what are you trying to encourage themto
24 | do?
25 A Make their voices heard at the ballot box.
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Q So vote?
A Yes.
Q Does it -- does it matter to you who they vote

A No.

Q Does it matter to you which comunity of
interest they're a part of?

A No.

Q Looking there at -- back to the screen on
Paragraph 13 it says that -- Floridians third |ine
there, Floridians, including individual |egislators,
call ed out and questioned the Legislature's
unconstitutional actions. VWich Floridians are you
aware of who called out or questioned the Legislature
regarding the redistricting process?

A | -- 1 can recall that voting rights
organi zations have -- have called out Legislature's
unconstitutional actions. | can't recall other than ny
| awyers on this call if anyone has spoken out
specifically on this map -- on these maps in question.

Q Ckay. So -- okay. So then | get -- do you
know how the Legislature responded? This -- it says,
their concerns were dismssed by the legislature as a
whole. Are you aware when -- of -- of anything the

| egi slature said in response to those questions?
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A Not specifically, no.

Q Let's | ook down at Paragraph 20. W' ve talked
about this alittle bit. |If this says, the enacted plan
harms plaintiffs because, anong other reasons, it splits
up their comunities along racial |lines and groups their
comunities with dissimlar ones sinply because of their
race. So ny question is when you nake the allegation
that the plan grouped your community with dissimlar
ones sinply because of your race, which dissimlar
comunities are you referring to there?

A Can you repeat the question please?

Q Sure. Wen -- when you nade the allegation
that the plan grouped your conmunity with dissimlar
ones unnecessarily sinply because of their race, which
dissimlar communities are you referring to there that
you said your -- your comunity was grouped wth?

A | believe that the Iines of these maps are
groupi ng sonmeone |like nme as an Afro-Latina in other
majority white districts that don't allowfor -- it --
it really honestly doesn't allowfor me to vote for a
representative that is simlar to that of maybe sonebody
Ina-- acomunity or a group that | would seem as
simlar.

Q And so in terns of the dissimlarity, just

trying to drill down on that, is that primarily race --
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A. Yes.
Q -- or sonething else?
A. Yes.
Q Al right. Okay. Is it -- is the
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dissimlarity anything el se besides race in your m nd?
A | believe it's al so soci oeconom c status.
Q And what socioeconom c status do you identify
yourself with?
A M ddl e cl ass.
Q And are you grouped with other soci oeconom c

classes in District 18?

A | believe nmy socioeconomc status in this
entire district could be -- | -- I"mnot exactly sure
what the soci oeconomc status is. | can tell fromny

nearby communities that there may be nore than upper
m ddl e cl ass.

Q Do you tend -- tend to believe you vote
differently than fol ks who are not mddle class?

A Can you repeat the question?

Q Yeah. Do you -- do you tend to vote -- do --
you in your view, do you tend to vote differently
because you're in mddle class?

A | vote based on the issues that are inportant
to me in ny conmunity. And ny community can | ook |ike

anyt hi ng.
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1 Q So your conmunity is nore than just race; is
2 | that right?
3 A | don't -- | don't really knowif that's true,
4 | but race plays a big role in nmy comunity.
5 Q Did you vote in the last state Senate
6 | election?
7 A No.
8 Q |f we can | ook down at Paragraph 97.
9 A Actually, 1I'd --
10 Q Dd you --
11 A -- like to correct. So sorry. | would Iike
12 | to --
13 Q Yes, please do that. Anytinme. Yeah.
14 A Yeah. | would like to correct what | |ast
15 | said. | believe | did vote in the last state Senate
16 | election. | just didn't vote in the primaries --
17 Q Ckay.
18 A -- but | did this year's election.
19 Q Wll, | think there's a way to confirmthat,
20 | so --
21 A Ckay
22 Q -- we'll do that. Do you renmenber what issues
23 | you voted on in that -- in that -- when you were voting
24 | in the last state Senate el ection, do you renmenber which
25 | issues you had front of m nd?
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A | can't recall. It was so |ong ago.

Q Do you renenber what year was the | ast date
Senate election for your district?

A | couldn't tell you off the top of ny head.

Q Ckay. Here we are. Paragraph 97. Not trying
to be a dead horse, but | just want to make sure |, you
know, hear everything you had in m nd when you made
these allegations. So this says, this refers to the
di rect evidence of racial predom nance. So ny first
question is what is your direct evidence that race
predom nates the drawing of the lines for District 16
and 187

A Based on the geographical |ocations of the
Bl ack residents that are contained in the districts
out | i ned.

Q And in your mnd that shows that race is the
predom nant factor in where the line is?

A In ny mnd, yes. Based on what | can think of
ri ght now.

Q Actually, let's go up to the Paragraph 95.
Ckay. This one says, these race-based deci sions
resulted in a map that splits nei ghborhoods and ignores
traditional redistricting criteria. So |I'mwondering
what criteria do you understand to be appropriate

criteria for the Legislature to use in redistricting?
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A | think -- I think the Legislature should

consi der grouping communities that are within the sane
county. | also think they shoul d consider St
Petersburg as a whole which has a diverse group of
opi ni ons and thoughts but that would equally represent
Bl ack voices, Black voters.

Q Any other traditional redistricting criteria
that you're aware of that the Legislature can use --

A Not that | can think of.

Q -- shoul d have used? kay. GCkay. So | wote
down the county lines and city lines. D d I mss
anyt hi ng?

A Not that | can think of, no.

Q And let's see. Do you knowif it's
appropriate for the Legislature to -- to give deference
to where lines have previously been drawn in -- in prior

maps maybe that have al ready been upheld in court?

A Can you break down that question for ne?

Q Yeah. Do you know whether one of the criteria
the Legislature can use is where district |ines have
traditionally been drawn in the past?

A | --

Q Do you know if that holds any weight in the
anal ysis of -- of where they draw |ines?

A. | do not.
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1 Q And -- okay. We're good. W' re naking great
2 | tinme.
3 MS. HARLE: Let's go to Paragraph 131, please.
4 BY M5. HARLE:
5 Q This one says, the legislature |acked good
6 | reasons to believe that the enacted plan was necessary
7 | to achieve Tier 1 conpliance. So nmy question is, do you
8 | know what Tier 1 conpliance neans?
9 A No.
10 MR. WARREN:. Could we zoom out on the
11 | docunment? It's -- it's covered up by the --
12 MS. HARLE: Onh, yes.
13 MR. WARREN: Thank you.
14 MS. HARLE: Thank you, Leila.
15 BY M5. HARLE:
16 Q Did you renenber seeing the phrase, "Tier 1"
17 | in your Conplaint?
18 A | do renenber reviewing it, but it was so |ong
19 | ago that | reviewed it, so | don't recall
20 Q So do you recall any facts you were relying on
21 | when you nmade the allegation that the Legislature did
22 | not have good reasons that the plan was required for
23 | Tier 1 conpliance?
24 A Can you break down that question again,
25 | pl ease?
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Q Yeah. So | -- | know -- | know you said
you -- you don't renmenber what Tier 1 conpliance neans,
right?
A Yes.

Q Ckay. So | just want to nmake sure. You can't
think of any facts that you had in m nd when you nade
that particular allegation?

A | cannot .

Q Ckay. | don't -- definitely don't tell me
anything you said to your attorney, but did -- you when
you reviewed the Conplaint, did you -- do you renenber
I f you asked your attorney any questions about the
substance that was in there at all, anywhere in the
Conpl ai nt ?

A Can | check with ny lawer if thisis a
question of privilege?

Q He woul d object | assure you. Just yes or no.
Did you -- you know, did you -- did you ask your |awer
any questions about the Conplaint before it was filed?
Just yes or no?

MR WARREN: You can answer.
THE WTNESS: No, | did not ask any questions
about the Conpl aint.
BY MS. HARLE:
Q Ckay. Let's see. (Ckay.
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1 M5. HARLE: Leila, nmy bad. | just wote down
2 | a page nunber for this one. But on Page -- it's Page 13
3 | and 14 where Plan 42 is. You nmay have to zoomout. On,
4 | there it is.
5 BY M5. HARLE:
6 Q Ckay. Are you able to see that, Jennifer -- |
7 | mean, Ms. Garcia?
8 A Yes.
9 Q Ckay. Have you -- do you know have you seen
10 | this map of -- this map 42 before?
11 A |'ve reviewed it in the Conplaint, yes.
12 Q Are you able to tell nme, just in your own
13 | words, why is plan 42 better than the enacted nap that
14 | you're chal |l engi ng?
15 MR. WARREN:. Object to form
16 THE WTNESS: | would say that this map shown
17 | in front of ne groups together all St. Pete residents
18 | giving nore voting access and nore voter power and
19 | influence to -- to Black voters who want their voice
20 | heard.
21 BY MS. HARLE:
22 Q And under this map, which Black voters are you
23 | saying would have nore power? Like, |ocated where?
24 A In District 24 specifically Iisted.
25 Q Any particular part of that district?
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A The ones that are currently -- the community

that's currently split on the current map. So | -- |
woul d have to see the other map to show you what | nean.

Q Do you notice any other areas on there where
you think the Black vote would be diluted?

A | feel like this splits communities evenly and
gi ves equal representation.

Q Ckay. Your Conplaint also nentions the Ishe
(phonetic) map. Do you renmenber if you' ve seen a map
called the is Isbel map?

A Can you show it to ne?

Q Yes, | think so.

THE WTNESS: Also, while you're |ooking for
that, would it be okay to call for a break in five
m nut es?

MS. HARLE: Yeah. Wy don't we take a break
now and then | can find the map and then we'll hop back
on in -- maybe at 4:45? GCkay. Thanks.

THE REPORTER: Ckay. Of the record at 4:36.

(A recess was taken.)

THE REPORTER: All right. W're back on the
record 4:44.

BY M5. HARLE:
Q Ckay. Go ahead, Ms. Garcia.
A Yes. | -- | recently filed for divorce and so
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| didn't know if that can -- that was considered, I|ike,
acivil -- earlier you had asked ne if | was in any
other lawsuits. Does that -- would that count towards
that as well?
Q Thank you. It mght. And I'm-- I'msorry to

hear that, but thank you for -- for clarifying that.

A Ckay.

Q Hopeful Iy that will not result in any
deposi tions.

A Yes, it has not. It's -- it's been -- the
case has been settled.

Q Ckay. kay. So let's pull up -- you -- you
keep asking me and |'m-- I'mfinally going to do this
for youu And let's pull up Figure 3 of your Conpl aint
which is the chall enge map.

M5. HARLE: Leila, if you can share your
screen. That's on Page 20.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q | just wanted to give you a chance to -- to
say anything el se about the problens on this map that
you' re chall enging that you haven't been able to
articulate earlier today?

A Is this the map that you were referring to
before the break?

Q No, this is the map that you're challenging in
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your lawsuit. But I wll -- 1 wll pull up that other

map too and ask you about it.

A Ckay.

Q So this is the existing map that you're suing
over?

A Yes, | understand that.

Q Ckay.

A And can you repeat the question on that? |Is
there --

Q Yes. And so is there anything el se about this
map that you think is problematic that we haven't
al ready tal ked about today?

A No.

Q Ckay. Sonetimes | thought the visual m ght
help if -- you know, if there was anything el se you
wanted to share. GCkay. So the other map | was asking
about is onis Figure 5 of your Complaint. | think Page
26 under -- there it is, thereit is. The is Isbel
plan. This is referenced in your Conplaint as a viable
alternative map. And so | was just curious, in your
words, why this map is a viable alternative or a better
alternative --

MR WARREN. (bject to --
BY Ms. HARLE:

Q -- than the chal |l enge map?
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1 MR WARREN. (Cbject to form
2 THE WTNESS: This map fromwhat |'m seeing
3 | nowin front of me will group St. Petersburg residents
4 | together and keep themw thin the sanme district.
5 BY M5. HARLE:
6 Q And the St. Petersburg voters you think
7 | typically vote |like one another?
8 A | believe St. Petersburg voters based on their
9 | conmunity and based on the issues pertaining to their
10 | concerns.
11 Q Do you know the partisan conposition of St.
12 | Petersburg in terns of Denocrat, Republican,
13 | I ndependent ?
14 A | do not.
15 Q Do you know the racial conposition of St.
16 | Petersburg?
17 A | do not.
18 Q This is -- just yes or no. Have you seen any
19 | of the expert witness reports that have been filed in
20 | this case yet?
21 A | have reviewed what's in front of ne and the
22 | Conplaint. | have not seen any specific things from
23 | other plaintiffs in this case.
24 Q Ckay. How -- do you know if you've seen
25 | anything fromexpert w tnesses?
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A | have not.

Q Ckay. Between the two alternative maps that
we' ve tal ked about today, is there -- is there one that
you think is preferable in your view?

A | prefer the map that gives equal
representation to Black voters.

Q Ckay. And is that -- is that a particular map
you have in mnd or just is there a particular map that
you think does that?

A Based on these two maps if both of them offer
equal representation to Black voters, then | amfor both
maps.

Q Ckay. And when you're saying equa
representation of -- of -- to Black voters, can you --
can you further define what you nean by that?

A | mean, maps that don't split communities and
map lines that group all of St. Petersburg together so
that Bl ack voters have nore influence than they
currently have.

MS. HARLE: Ckay. | think this will be our
| ast exhibit. Pull up the Initial D sclosures.

(Garcia Exhibit 3 was marked for
I dentification.)

MS. HARLE: And could you zoom out on this one
alittle bit, too? Thank you.
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BY MS. HARLE:

Q Does this docunent |ook famliar to you, M.
Gar ci a?

A | believe so.

Q You want us to scroll down?

MS5. HARLE: Leila, maybe can you scroll to

the --
BY M5. HARLE:

Q The date on that was May 31st. That woul d' ve
been |ate -- late spring, alnost sumer. Does that --

does it look famliar now that you've seen it?

A Possibly. | -- it's been, again, a very |ong
time. So |'ve -- |'ve |ooked at these docunents, but
|l -- 1 -- 1"ve seen a | ot of docunents.

Q Understood. So can -- can you recall whether
you' ve previously reviewed the information in here?

A | believe | -- | |ooked over docunents from --
for the case. But again like | stated, | can't recall
I f this was a specific docunent that cones to m nd.

Q Ckay. And so just for context, these are
called Rule 16 Initial D sclosures. And the general
idea is parties in the |lawsuit exchange information with
each other. | don't file this with the Court. It just
shares who we think mght have relevant information in

the case. So for exanple, you can see there at 1A,
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there's your nane and the other -- the plaintiffs and it
says, that you're likely -- you have information
showing -- intending to show that the challenged

districts cause harmto thensel ves and to ot her
residents. So what harmdo you allege that the
chal | enged district |ines cause you?

A Particularly as a voter | can't vote with

residents across the street fromne -- across 34th
Street. | can't vote in the same district as they are
I n.

Q But you understand that districts do have to
have |lines, correct? They have to have boundaries at
sonme point, right?

A Absol utely.

Q So there will always be people who |ive one
bl ock from boundary |ines, correct?

A Correct.

Q And what harm do you -- do the challenged
district lines cause to other residents, in your view?
A In ny view and as stated in this case, |
believe that these lines that are drawn as is currently

di m nish the voting influence of Black voters in St
Petersburg and in this area.
Q And let's look at 1D, which is Page 4 of the

docunents. This is a list of third-parties, sonme --
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sone nedi a folks.

M5. HARLE: Leila, can you scroll down just a
little bit?
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Do you have know edge of any nenbers of the
medi a who m ght have information about whether the
district lines for your district were drawn based on
race?

A | believe nenbers of the nedia have covered
I ssues of gerrymandering in this county and in the Tanpa
Bay ar ea.

Q Are there any in particular that you are aware
of ?

A Not that cones to mnd, but you would have to
check with the people listed on this |ist.

MS5. HARLE: kay. That's the end of ny
guesti ons.
MR. WARREN: | just have a -- a couple
qguesti ons.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR, WARREN:

Q Ms. Garcia, Ms. Harle had asked you about if
you had voted in different elections. Did you vote in
t he 2024 general election that just happened two weeks

ago?
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A. Yes.

Q Do you remenber if there was a state Senate
race on that ballot?

A | can't remenber --

Q Ckay.

A -- but yeah.

Q Ckay. Did you vote in the 2022 general
el ection two years ago?

A | believe so, yes.

Q That was when Ron DeSantis was at the top of
the ticket | think?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Do you renenber if there was a state Senate
race on that ballot?

A | can't remenber what the ballot said.

Q Ckay. Do you renenber if you voted in the
2020 general election?

A Yes.

Q Do you remenber if there was a state Senate
race on that ballot?

A | cannot renenber what was on that ballot.

Q Do you renenber if you voted in the 2018
general election?

A | can't remenber if | voted in that election.

Q | believe that was when Andrew G ||l um and Ron
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DeSantis and the original Amendnent 4 were on the
bal | ot ?

A Yes, | believe so. | renenber those.

Q And you renenber voting in that election?

A Yes.

Q Do you renmenber if there was a state Senate
race on that ballot?

A | can't recall.

Q And just one last one. Do you renenber if you
voted in the 2016 general el ection?

A Yes, | did.

Q And do you renenber if there was a state

Senate race on that ballot?

A | cannot recall
MR. WARREN: Ckay. That's all | have.
M5. HARLE: kay. | think we're done then.

MR. WARREN: And we w |l read.

THE REPORTER: Any orders before we get off?

MS. HARLE: Yes, Eric. Thanks. W'd like a
copy. Shutts & Bowen order one.

MR. WARREN. We won't order, but we will read.
Thank you, Eric.

THE REPORTER: No problem W -- so we're off
the record then at 4:55.

(Deposition concluded at 4:55 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF OATH

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF HI LLSBOROUGH

|, the undersigned authority, certify that
JENNI FER GARCI A personal |y appeared before ne and was
duly sworn on this 20th day of Novenber, 2024.

W TNESS ny hand and official seal this 26th day of
Novenber, 2024.

Jake Coppol a
Not ary Comm ssion Florida No.: HH 240208
Conmm ssion Expires: March 14, 2026
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, JAKE COPPOLA, a Digital Reporter and
Notary Public wthin and for the State of Florida do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing wtness whose exam nation
i's hereinbefore set forth was duly sworn and that said
testinony was accurately captured with annotations by ne

during the proceeding.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or marriage
and that | amin no way interested in the outconme of

this matter.

| N WTNESS THERECF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 26th day of Novenber, 2024.

rech

JAKE COPPOLA
Not ary Conm ssion Florida No. HH 240208
Comm ssion Expires: March 14, 2026
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

|, SANDRA REDAVID, |ocated in the State of Florida do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and
accurate transcript of the digital audio recording of
the testinony and proceedi ngs captured in the
above-entitled matter, all to the best of ny skills

and ability.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of the parties to this action by bl ood or narriage
and that | amin no way interested in the outcone of

this matter.

| N WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 26th of Novenber, 2024.

SANDRA REDAVID

SANDRA REDAVI D
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