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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
M DDLE DI STRI CT OF FLORI DA
TAMPA DI VI SI ON

KETO NORD HODGES, et al .,

Plaintiffs,

V. Case No. : 8: 24-cv-879

KATHLEEN PASSI DOMO, et al .,

Def endant s.

VI DEOCONFERENCE DEPOSI TI ON OF MElI KO SEYMOUR
TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT
DATE TAKEN: Novenber 26, 2024
TI ME: 10:14 a.m - 11:45 a.m

LOCATI ON: Vi a Zoom Vi deoconf er ence

Exani nati on of the w tnhess taken before:

Wendy E. Rivera, FPR

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL
(Vi a Vi deoconf erence)

On behalf of the Plaintiffs:

NAOM ROBERTSQON, ESQUI RE
and
JAMES M SHAW JR , ESQUI RE

400 North Ashley Drive
Suite 2300

Tanpa, Florida 33602

P. (813) 281-1900

Nr obert son@ut | er. | egal
] shaw@ut | er . | egal

On behal f of the Defendants:

DENI SE M HARLE, ESQUI RE

and

LEI LA S. OBERSCHALL, ESQUI RE
Shutts & Bowen, LLP

215 Sout h Monroe Street
Suite 804

Tal | ahassee, Fl orida 32301
P. (850) 241-1717
Tprice@hutts. com

Al so Present:

MONI QUA BUMOSKEY

Butl er Wei hnmuller Katz Craig, LLP

800.211.DEPO (3376)
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Certificate of QCath
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Errata (to be forwarded upon executi on)

DEFENDANTS E XHI
EXH BI T NO DESCRI PTI ON
Exhi bit 1 Conpl ai nt
Exhi bit 2 Plaintiff's Rule 26

Initial D sclosures

PAGE

47
48
49

BI TS
PAGE
22
43

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 113-24  Filed 05/13/25 Page 5 of 65

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP PP PR e
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

PagelD 5795
MEIKO SEYMOUR November 26, 2024
HODGES vs PASSIDOMO 4

VI DECCONFERENCE DEPCSI TI ON OF MEl KO SEYMOUR
Novenber 26, 2024
MElI KO SEYMOUR,
havi ng been first duly sworn and respondi ng "Yes,"
testifies as follows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Good norning, M. Seynmour. M nane is Denise
Harle. I'mone of the attorneys for the Florida Senate
in this case and |I'll be taking your deposition today.

A Good nor ni ng.

Q Coul d you pl ease state and spell your nane for
the record.

A Mei ko Seymour, Me-i-k-0, S-e-y-mo-u-r.

Q Thank you. Were you able to observe sone of
t he depositions of your co-plaintiffs |ast week?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Geat. Well, this will sound very
famliar to you then

Have you been deposed before?

A | have not.

Q Do you understand that you're under oath and
your testinony today has the sane significance as if you

were in court?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A. Yes.

Q W -- you're doing a great job so far, but
just a few things we need to keep in mnd are that you
speak clearly, give conplete answers, and try not to
i nterrupt when I'mtalking.

Does that nake sense?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Also, you need to answer your question
-- each question even if your attorney objects unless
your attorney instructs you not to answer. |If you need
a break at any tine, please let ne know and we can do
t hat .

| s there anything preventing you from giving
truthful testinony today?

A Such as?

Q Such as a nedical condition, taking drugs or
medi cations, feeling ill or unable to think clearly.

A No, ma' am

Q Anyt hing el se that woul d keep you from bei ng
truthful today in your testinony?

A No, ma' am

Q Ckay. Wiat did you do to prepare for your
deposition today?

A Can you define prepare?

Q Sure. |In advance of your deposition today,

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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did you take any actions |ike have any conversations,
any neetings, review any docunents, anything at all that
-- with an eye toward today to prepare yourself for
sitting for deposition today?

A O her than prepping with nmy attorney, no.

Q And is your attorney Ms. Robertson?

A She is one of ny attorneys.

Q Ckay. And how long did you prep with your
attorneys for?

A A few hours.

Q Did you review -- did you review any docunents
In preparation for your deposition today?

M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Only during our prep tine

t oget her.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Can you pl ease state your address, your
current residence?

A 824 10th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33701.
And when did you nove there?
July 2022, | believe.
|s that an apartnment or a house?

It's a house.

O > O > O

And do you own it?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A | do not.
Q And | apol ogize. | have a very froggy voice

today, so just let nme knowif |I'mgot com ng through
clearly.
Where did you live before you noved to 824

10t h Avenue Sout h?

A In St. Pete.

Q Ckay. What was your street address prior?

A 441 33rd Street North. | believe ny ZI P code
was 33712.

Q And do you know where that address falls on
the maps that you're currently challenging, whether it's

in the District 16 where you are now or in District 187

A | can't recall right now.

Q And when did you nove to 441 3rd Street North?
A | believe it was sonetinme in 2017, 2018.

Q | s there any chance you're aware of that you

m ght be moving in the next year or two?

A Can you repeat the question?

Q Sure. |Is there any chance that you're aware
of that you mght be noving in the next year or two?

A No.

Q Have you ever had an address on your driver's
l'icense that was different fromyour residential

addr ess?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A Can you repeat the question?

Q Sure. Have you ever had an address on your
driver's license that was different from your
resi dential address?

A |''msure at one point or another during noves
per haps that has occurred.

Q Wul d that just have been however long it took
you to get to the DW, that sort of thing?

A Per haps.

Q | can relate to that.

What ' s your educational background since high

school ?
A | amcurrently pursuing a master's degree.
Q In what field?
A Theol ogy.
Q And is that an online programor in person?
A It is a mxture.
Q Ckay. What's the school ?
A Portl and Sem nary and Al dersgate School of
Mnistry.

Q Are those in Florida?
A They are not.
Q Ckay. So you just have to sort of trave
every so often for classes? O what does that |ook |ike

to be getting a degree from sonewhere outside of

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Fl ori da?

A Sorry. | heard two questions. Wich one are
you aski ng?

Q Yeah. Do you have to -- do you just travel to
take classes or -- | guess -- | guess that's the first
questi on.

A They're -- the majority of the classwork is

online. The start and stop to senesters are in person.

Q Ckay. In person in what city?

A Portl and, Oregon.

Q And when will you graduate?

A. 2027.

Q So if you're pursuing your master's, | assune

-- do you al ready have your bachelor's?
A | do not.
Q Ckay. And where did you obtain your

bachel or' s degree?

A | have not.
Q Ch, you don't?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. |'msorry. | thought you said you do.
Ckay.
So inthe -- in your nmaster's program are you

receiving a bachelor's degree as part of the progranf

A It is taking as a part of the program sone of

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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ny previous college credits as well as work experience
to satisfy a bachelor's requirenent.

Q And where did you previously obtain your
coll ege credits?

A Val encia Cormunity Col | ege and Sout heastern
University or at the time, Southeastern Bible College.

Q |s that in Lakel and?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Ckay. M uncle went there and ny dad.

Who is your current enployer?

A Mssion Igniter is the organization that | get
pai d t hrough.

Q And what is your role at Mssion Igniter?

A |''ma church planter.

Q And when did you start working at M ssion
lgniter?

A August 2024.

Q So just describe for me in your own words what
it looks Iike to have the job duties of a church
pl anter.

A Sure. That includes neeting with potenti al
supporters or donors. That includes neeting with
potential attendees of the church. It also includes
formng a team It includes ny degree program [t

i ncludes training and certifications in church planting.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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And there may be sone others that |'m-- that aren't
comng to mnd right now

Q Geat. Is there, like, one particular church
that you're focussed on at the current noment? O is it
-- do you have sort of a portfolio of churches?

A Can you restate the question?

Q Yes. Is it -- do you just sort of have one
church plant that you' re focussed on at a tine or do you
have a portfolio of churches that you're working on?

A Focus on one church plant.

Q And is there a particular church you're
focussed on right now?

A Yes.

Q And where is that church? O does it not
exi st?

A Does not exi st.

Q Ckay. \Were does it -- where do you think
it's going to exist?

A | do not know.

Q Ckay. So when you're speaking with | think
you said potential donors, potential attendees of the
church, if you don't know t he geographic |ocation, how
do you identify who those people are?

A Defi ne peopl e.

Q Wll, | assune the potential attendees of the

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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church are people; is that right?
A (Nonver bal response.)
Q Ckay. So are you currently working to
i dentify attendees for the church plant?
A | am not.
Q Ckay. Would you know the nanme of the church

pl ant you're working on?

| do.

Ckay. What is the nane of it?
Uncomon City -- excuse ne --
And - -

-- Uncomon City --

Uncomon City?

> O > O » O >

Uncomon City Church.

Q City church. And is there a region --
particul ar geographic region you're | ooking at for
pl anti ng Uncommon City Church?

A Not at this tinme.

Q And when -- when Uncommon City Church is
planted, will you go there to sort of help get it up and
running for a while?

A That depends on where it's planted, but |
I magine that is a possibility.

Q Wul d you potentially be the | ead pastor?

A Yes.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q Geat. Okay. So back on track here, before
August 2024, where were you wor ki ng?

A | lost the end of that.

Q Where were you working before you becane
enpl oyed with Mssion Igniter in August 20247

A Novum Part ners.

Q And what does Novum Partners do?

A They provi de back-end adm ni strative support
for mnistries -- church mnistries and mnisters.

What was your job title there?

Donor managenent speci ali st.

Q
A
Q And how | ong did you work at Novum Partners?
A For several nonths.

Q Bef ore Novum Partners, where did you work?
A Pi nel | as Comuni ty Church.

Q What was your job title at Pinellas Conmunity

A | held several, executive pastor at the end.

Q What years were you working at Pinellas
Comuni ty Church?

A 2015 t hrough 2023.

Q Any particular reason you left Pinellas
Communi ty Church?

A No.

Q Do you still attend there with your famly?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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A | do not.

Q Have you ever worked for a political canpaign?

A Can you define political canpaign?

Q Sure. Have you ever worked on a canpaign for
soneone who is running for office -- soneone who's
running for office?

A No.

Q Have you ever worked on a canpaign for an
I ssue that was going to be on the ballot?

A Can you define work?

Q Sure, either volunteer or paid advocacy for or
agai nst an issue that was going to be on a ballot.

A No.

Q Have you ever worked for any voting rights
or gani zati on?

A No.

Q Have you ever been involved with a civi
ri ghts organi zation?

A Define invol ved.

Q Ei t her volunteer or a nenber or paid work for
a civil rights organization.

A No.

Q What sorts of engagenents or activities have
you done relating to black voters?

A Can you be nore specific on engagenent?

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q Have you done any kind of advocacy work
relating to black voters?

A Sorry. |I'mhaving a hard tinme understanding
the question, nore specifically with the use of
advocating for.

Q Have you -- let's be nore general

Have you done any public advocacy relating to

| ssues of race?

A | don't think so.
Q Race equity |istener?
A Say that again.
Q Are you a race equity listener?
A. | am
Q And what do you do as a race equity |istener?
A Sorry. Can | change that answer? | was.
Q Ckay. Wiat did you do as a race equity
| i stener?
A | sat with residents of St. Petersburg to

listen to their stories, their |ife experiences.

Q And what sorts of residents were you speaking
with? How-- | guess I'll start -- how did you -- how
did the residents cone to be connected with you for
| i stening?

A A nyriad of different -- different ways.

Q Maybe some of the ways that you woul d get

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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connected with folks as a listener?

A Sure. Through bunping into someone, a
stranger on the street or through social nedia, soneone
m ght post sonething that | would think, oh, I would --
| think we need to listen to that story; just a plethora
of different ways.

Q WAs race equity listener a volunteer position?

A It was a contract position.

Q Ckay. And who is the organization that
contracts with race equity |listeners?

A Foundation for a Healthy St. Pete.

Q That contract, does that nean you were paid to
be a race equity listener?

A. Yes.

Q Were the people you were listening to as a
race equity listener primarily black individual s?

A No.

Q Ckay. Were they primarily white individuals?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever done any podcast episodes on
I ssues of race?

A. Yes.

Q What are sone of the issues relating to race
that you addressed on podcast epi sodes?

A | know that | did one where we invited people

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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to sort of reflect on sone of the issues related to
2020, and there m ght be one other. | can't -- | can't
recal | .

Q What do you nean by issues related to 20207

A There were sone significant nurders that
happened or canme to light and we invited folks to sort
of record their reflections, and then we pieced that al
t ogether into one episode.

Q And were the racial issues related to 2020
primarily concerned with the experiences of black
I ndi vi dual s?

A In that particul ar episode, yes.

Q Besides this lawsuit, have you ever been
involved in acivil lawsuit as a party?

A No.

Q Have you ever testified in court?

A No.

Q Have you ever been charged with a crinme?

A Fromny recollection, there was an issue in
the previous location that | lived where ny registration
had been expired. They sent notice to an address that |
didn't live at and because | didn't get that notice,
there was a bench warrant issued. | went to -- to
court. There was sonmeone fromthe court who sort of net

wth ne in that proceeding and handed ne a sheet of

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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paper saying, sign this. It doesn't go on your record.

Everything just kinds of -- kind of goes away. And so |
signed it.

| can't renmenber what the formwas called or
what | checked on that form but that's the only thing
that conmes to m nd when you ask that question

Q Ckay. \What state was that in?

A Geor gi a.

Q Ckay. Tell me in your own words why you're
bringing this lawsuit.

A | think | have been, along with nmy nei ghbors,
sort of unfairly grouped together in a section of
St. Pete and sort of tied with a |arger section over in
Tanpa, and that, in nmy opinion, severely limts proper
representation and limts nmy ability to sort of vote
wth the rest of the residents and nei ghbors of
St. Petersburg.

Q How did you come to be a plaintiff in this
lawsuit? And without telling ne any actual
conversations with any of your attorneys, other than
that, generally, how did you cone to be a plaintiff
here?

A | was contacted by one of our |lawers fromthe
ACLU.

M5. ROBERTSON: Don't say anything about what

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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you spoke about with any of your |awers.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q O her than your attorneys, who el se have you
spoken about -- who el se have you spoken wth about this
| awsui t ?

A | m ssed the beginning of your question.

Q Yeah. Qher than your |awers, who el se have
you spoken with about this lawsuit?

A. Fam ly and a few friends.

Q Have you ever spoken with -- just yes or no --
any of the other plaintiffs in this case?

A No.

Q During the redistricting process at issue in
this case that resulted in the maps that you're
chal I engi ng, were you aware that the process was
happening at the tine?

A | don't recall ny awareness |evel.

Q During the redistricting process, did you
conmmuni cate wth any nenbers or staff of the Florida
| egi sl ature about the process?

A | did not.

Q After the maps were enacted, have you
conmmuni cated with any nenbers or staff of the Florida
| egi sl ature about the maps?

A | have not.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q Have you at any point conmunicated with any
menbers of the nedia regarding the redistricting process
or the maps?

A | have not.

Q Have you nmade any statenments on social nedia
about this [awsuit?

A | have not.

Q What social nmedia apps or accounts do you
have?

A | nstagram Facebook, Threads, Bl ewsky, and |I'm
sure there are others that aren't comng to m nd,

Q Do you have Twitter X?

A | no |onger have Twitter X
Q Do you have Ti kTok?

A Yes.

Q Si gnal ?

A No.

Q Have you nmade any witten or oral statenents
to any conmmunity organi zations regarding this |lawsuit?

A No.

Q Have you comuni cated to your enpl oyer about
this lawsuit?

A No.

Q Are you currently a registered voter?

A. Yes.

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com
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Q And when is the last tine you voted?

A Just a few weeks ago.

Q Have you voted in every presidential election
since you turned 18?

A Yes.

Q Have you voted in every state congressiona
el ection?

A Can you be nore specific as to which state?

Q Good question. Yes. Well, we'll cul de sac
here. You nentioned living in another state.

When did you initially nove to the State of

Fl ori da, what year?

A 2015.

Q Ckay. Since 2015, have you voted in every
state congressional election in Florida?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Have you seen any of the alternative maps that

your attorneys and experts have proposed in this

| awsui t ?

A | have seen the maps that are in our
conplaint. 1've seen the maps that are in our
conpl ai nt.

MS. HARLE: Ckay. Let's pull up the
conplaint, Leila. |If you can you please share your

screen. So this will be Exhibit 1.
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(Defendant's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
I dentification.)
BY MS. HARLE:

Q And let's start wth figure 3, the map you're
challenging, which | think is on page 20 of the
conpl ai nt.

MS. ROBERTSON: Can you zoomin a little bit
nore? Thank you.
BY M. HARLE:

Q M. Seynour, do you renenber seeing this map
bef ore?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. So can you explain to ne all the
reasons why you think that District 16, where you live,

I's problematic?

A Are you asking where | -- why --
Q Vell, et me --
A Wiy where | live is problematic?

Q VWll, you do live in District 16 on this map,

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Can you tell nme just in |ooking at the
map all the reasons you think District 16 as a whole is
probl ematic?

M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
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THE WTNESS: |'munclear as to what you're --

what you're asking or what topics would be
problematic for District 16.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q So earlier | asked you to explain in your own
wor ds why you brought this lawsuit. Now that we have
the map in front of you, | just wanted to give you an
opportunity the state any other reasons why you're
chal I enging the district |ines.

A Can you state your question?

Q Sure. Can you list all the reasons why you're
chal l enging the district lines reflected here on the
map?

A Gotcha. So District 16 right now enconpasses
a portion of the City of St. Petersburg, a portion of
the City of Tanpa, and | think it doesn't -- it doesn't
make a | ot of sense to group our portion of District 16
in St. Pete with -- with the Gty of Tanmpa. Qur -- the
I ssues that are inportant to the residents of St. Pete,
nore specifically -- or the residents of St. Pete and
those of the Gty of Tanpa though regionally m ght seem
to be the sanme, they're nuch nore nuanced dependi ng on
where you live in that region and | think grouping us
t ogether presents a challenge for representati on and

what can be and shoul d be advocated for or against in
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terms of representing constituents on either side of the
bay.

Q Can you tell nme sone of the issues that would
be of unique concern to individuals in St. Pete but not
I n Tanpa?

A Sure. Like |l said, a lot of the issues are
sort of regional, but when you niche down things Iike
our environnental concerns on -- in St. Pete due to our
-- just our geography, as an exanple, we are on a
peni nsul a versus being attached to the mainland. Al so,
we have a nyriad of housing-related issues that are very
different than those over on the Tanpa side of District
16. For exanple, because we're on a peninsula, we are
sort of land challenged. W do not have anynore |and
other than if you were to bulldoze and rebuild on top of
that; otherw se, you'd have to go up. So our rea
estate issues, housing issues are nuch nore -- they're
nuanced and -- nuanced to our |ocation.

And then | think another one would be sort of
food insecurity and how that plays out in -- on the
south end of St. Pete versus how it plays out in what's
colored on the map in front of me on the Tanpa side.

Q What i s unique about the food insecurity in
St. Pete?

A There -- just for exanple, St. Pete has a |ong
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hi story of pushing its lower incone and/or bl ack
residents towards the south end. That's been going on
for generations and so we have -- we have a good nunber
of areas in that -- in that purple shading that dea

W th poverty and the results of poverty, and as such, we
have had a probably decades or nore history or problens
wth drawming in grocers for people to be able to go get
groceries or groceries that woul d be affordabl e and
healthy for -- for the residents in that purple shaded
ar ea.

Q Do you know how | ower inconme and bl ack
residents are being, you said, pushed to the south? How
does that happen?

A | said the city has a history of having done
t hat .

Q How woul d they do that?

A Through -- redlining conmes to mnd. Also,
the, in nore recent years, gentrification and
affordability of the housing stock and so at tines, it
can be nore economcally feasible for residents to live
on the south end of the city versus the central and
north side of the city. As the city continues to grow,
t hat becones nore and nore -- or has become nore and
nore of a chall enge.

Q |s there anything else relating to race
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whether in District 16 or 18 on the map you're
chal l enging that you believe is problematic?

A Wll, the -- the majority of the city's bl ack
residents tend to live in that shaded area in the map --
on the map in front of me, tend to live on the south end
of the city. Mre mgjority culture, nore nmajority races
live on the north and west end of the city, so it seens
to me the shaded area seens to enconpass the
historically black nei ghborhoods of St. Pete in that
shaded area.

Q All right. Let's look up at paragraph 6 and 7
of the conplaint. GCkay. 1'Il give you time to read
that. The gist here of your allegations in paragraph 6,
you say, quote, in developing the challenged districts,
the legislature elevated race above all other
consi derations. And then paragraph 7, you say, quote,
| egislators and their staff purportedly drew these
districts in a race predom nant manner to avoid the
di m ni shnment of black voters' ability to el ect
representatives of their choice in District 16.

So based on those allegations, nmy first
question is, what facts do you have that -- or what
facts do you have related to the racial notivations of
the legislature in draw ng the chall enged district

| i nes?
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M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Oher than it's pretty obvious
that those -- the boundary lines on the St. Pete

si de enconpasses alnost all of the historically

bl ack nei ghborhoods, | have no facts.
BY MS. HARLE:
Q |s there a certain percentage of black voting

age popul ation that you think should be in your
di stinct, 167?

A | "' m not sure.

Q Do you know the correct percentage of bl ack
voting age population in your district?

A | do not.

Q Are you famliar with the history of the
district boundaries for Hillsborough and Pinellas?

A | am not.

Q Are you aware that the comunities that are
conbined into District 16 in the map you' re chall engi ng
have been part of the sane district since the early
1990s?

A |'mnot fully aware of that, but just because
It was sonething done in previous years doesn't nean
that it's right or fair or just.

Q As -- | believe based on your pleadings, you

identify as a black voter; is that right?
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A Sorry. That's legal wording. Can you
rephrase that?

Q Oh, sure. Do you identify as black?

A Yes.

Q Do you feel that the black vote is diluted in
your district, District 167

M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Can you define dil uted?

BY M5. HARLE:

Q Do you -- well, maybe I'Il say it this way:
As -- what do you feel as a black voter is your harm
based on being grouped with the folks in Tanmpa?

A | feel that | do not get to sort of vote al ong
W th ny northern and western neighbors in the city of
St. Pete. | think it's sort of an unfair practice to
not -- our city is not that large and so to not be able
to vote on issues related to the city with the entirety
of the city is unfair and thus affords a representation
that sort of -- that's sort of split and doesn't make
sense and additionally lunps ne into being represented
by soneone who has -- who has to sort of shoul der the
wei ght of a sliver of the City of St. Petersburg than a
much larger area in Tanpa. Those are two very different
pl aces.

Q And do you know how many city's in Florida are
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1 |split by district |ines?

2 A | do not.

3 Q Do you believe that it's always a problemif a
4 |city is split by a distinct |ine?

5 A | ' m not sure.

6 Q Are there any issues unique to black voters

7 |that you feel like you can't get fair representation on

8 | because of the way the district |lines are drawn?

9 A | ' m not sure.

10 Q Did you read the whole conplaint before it was
11 |(filed?

12 A Yes.

13 M5. HARLE: Let's -- does anybody el se need a

14 break at all?

15 MS. ROBERTSON. We coul d take one.

16 M5. HARLE: Ckay. |s that okay? Just five

[HEN
\l
3.
S
<
—
M
(]

Sorry. | hate to be that person.

18 MS. ROBERTSON. Ckay.

19 MS. HARLE: Let's go off the record. Thanks.
20 (Brief recess.)

21 | BY Ms. HARLE:

22 Q Ckay. Let's |look at paragraph 11 of the

23 |complaint. So that paragraph is where you all ege,

N
N

quote, Plaintiffs are further harned because the

N
a1

| egi sl ature sacrificed genuine comunities of interest.
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What facts were you relying on in making that
particul ar allegation?
M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: O her than what seens to be
obvious in |ooking at the map, no facts.
BY MS. HARLE:

Q Ckay. What are the genuine comunities of
interest that you're referring to there that you all ege
were sacrificed?

A | would say just the -- the community that is
St. Petersburg as -- as a whol e.

Q Ckay. Anything el se?

A That's what conmes to mnd right now

Q Ckay. | notice it says comunities, plural,
so | just want to make sure. Are there any other
comunities of interest that you think are sacrificed
under the map you're chal |l engi ng?

M5. ROBERTSON. (Object to form
THE WTNESS: |'munsure right now.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Ckay. |Is there anything that would refresh
your recollection of which communities you were
referring to when -- when the conplaint was filed?

M5. ROBERTSON. (Object to form
THE WTNESS: Not that | can think of right
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now.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q What do you understand conmunities of interest
to mean general ly?

A A grouping or a party or sonething simlar.
|'msure there's nore, but that's what cones to m nd.

Q Do you think comunities of interest can be
based on race?

A Can you restate that?

Q Sure. Do you think a community of interest
coul d be based on race?

A. Yes.

Q Do you think a conmunity of interest could be
based on faith?

A Yes.

Q Do you think a conmunity of interest could be
based on incone |evels?

A Yes.

Q Do you think a conmunity of interest could be
based on education |evel s?

A Per haps.

Q Do you think a community of interest could be
based on political party?

A Per haps.

Q Are you involved in any conmunity | eadership
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or gani zati ons?

A Can you define the | eadership part?

Q Vell, are you involved wth Leadership
St. Pete?

A Can you define involved?

Q What is your involvenent with Leadership

A |''man alummi of Leadership St. Pete.

Q So is Leadership St. Pete, |ike, a progran?
A Yes.

Q Ckay. How long does it last?

A Typically 9 to 10 nonths.

Q Did you consider that -- do you consider
Leadership St. Pete a community | eadership organization?
A |'msorry. Could you define conmunity

| eader shi p organi zation --

Q Vell --

A -- again?

Q -- this mght be better: Wat -- how would
you descri be Leadership St. Pete? What -- how woul d you

define it or describe it?

A Sure. It is like other |eadership
organi zati ons across the country. It is a deep dive
into a municipality or a -- a county that helps you to

acclimate and know the interworkings of how that city of
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county or state even works, who the players are, and
hel ps you be able to better chanpion the city as a fully
i nformed resident.

Q So I think | heard you say |eadership
organi zation. Is that right?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. What is your involvenment with the
St. Pete Chanber of Commerce?

A | have no involvenent with the St. Pete
Chanber of Conmmerce.

Q Have you ever been involved with the St. Pete
Chanber of Conmmerce?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. In what capacity were you involved with
the St. Pete Chanber of Commerce?

A As a part of |eadership of St. Pete, which is
a chanber program and then also our church at the tine
was a chanber menber.

Q A public arts conm ssioner for St. Pete?

A What was the begi nning of your question?

Q Are you a public arts conm ssioner for
St. Pete?

A | am not.

Q Ckay. Were you ever a public arts

comm ssi oner for St. Pete?
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A Yes.

Q Ckay. And when were you a public arts
conmm ssioner for St. Pete?

A The specific dates are not comng to m nd.

Q Can you estimate what year or years you were
I nvolved as a St. Pete public arts conm ssioner?

A My estimation is sonewhere between 20 --
sonmewher e between 2019 and 2022.

Q What did you do as a public arts conm ssioner?

A W were tasked with overseeing the Gty of
St. Pete's budget for public art in the city.

Q So for those three that we just tal ked about,
the Leadership St. Pete, St. Pete Chanber of Commerce,
and public arts conm ssioner, the relevant comunities
there was basically St. Pete; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you know any facts -- pivoting back
to the map now. Do you know any facts supporting the
assertion that the challenged plan reduces the influence
of black voters in District 18? So the district to your
nort hwest, do you know any facts supporting the
assertion that the plan reduces the influence of black
voters in District 18?

A Agai n, other than what's obvi ous based on the

map and how it is drawn, | don't have other facts.
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Q Ckay. And can you spell out for ne what is
obvi ous about the map and how it is drawn?

A It sections off a portion of the Gty of
St. Pete fromthe -- fromthe other.

Q And how does that reduce the influence of back
voters, if that's your testinony?

A Can you restate the question?

Q Sure. It --

A O --

Q How does sectioning off a portion of south
St. Pete reduce the influence of black voters?

A Vell, if they can't vote with the rest of the
city, then they're not getting their say as to who's
representing their city.

Q And by they, are you referring to the bl ack
voters in south St. Pete?

A |'mreferring to who you just asked ne about.

Q Ckay. Let ne try again. Wiat is it about
sectioning off a portion of south St. Pete that reduces
the influence of black voters, if that is your
testinony?

A Majority of the historical -- historically
bl ack nei ghborhoods exists in the sectioned off portion
on that map. The nmajority of the city's black residents

live in that sectioned off portion of the map, which
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means that that portion of the city's residents do not
get to vote with the other residents of the city.

Q And just to get to the ultinmate point, what
about that reduces the influence of black voters, about
two groups voting for separate representation?

MS. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Can you ask that differently?
' munclear as to the question.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Yeah. | think where you left your answer was
that the groups of voters were not voting together, the
ones in south St. Pete and the ones in the rest of
St. Pete, so ny questionis, if you could take that one
step further and describe for me how you believe that
reduces the influence of black voters.

MS. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: They do not -- or we do not have

a say in who's representing the city of -- the Gty

of St. Pete.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q So would it be your preference to be part of
District 16 so that your representative is the sane
person representing all of St. Pete? Wuld that be your
preference?

A |"'mcurrently in District 16.
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Q Ch, sorry. Sorry. Sorry. District 18 -- |I'm

sorry.

Wuld it be your preference to be part of
District 18 and vote in the sane representative as the
other residents of St. Pete?

A No.

Q Ckay. \What woul d be your preference in terns
of who you vote with?

A Vell, the preference would be that the city
isn't split.

Q Looki ng at paragraph 13 of the conplaint, on
the third Iine down, you allege Floridian's including
I ndi vidual |egislators called out and questioned the
| egi sl ature's unconstitutional actions.

Who are you aware of that called out or
questioned the legislature during the redistricting
process?

A Q her than what has been disclosed through our
| awyers, | don't have any to add.

Q Ckay. Paragraph 20, this is where you all ege
that the enacted plan splits up your comunities al ong
racial lines and groups your conmunities with dissimlar
ones because of race.

So the question is, which community are you

referring to there when you say the plan splits up your
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comuni ty?

A St. Pete.

Q And where you allege there that the plan
groups your comunity with dissimlar ones because of
race, what is the dissimlar community you're referring
to?

Tanpa.
Do you know - -

o --

o > O >

' msorry?

MS. ROBERTSON. He was going to say sonething.

MS. HARLE: (n.

THE WTNESS: O other neighborhoods in 16
that's across -- across the bay.

BY M5. HARLE:

Q Do you know if the part of 16 across the bay
has a significant nunber of black residents?

A | " m unsure.

Q Ckay. Looking at paragraph 97, this is where
you refer to, quote, the direct evidence of racial
predom nance. So | just want to nmake sure |'mgiving
you every opportunity just to share on this point. |
know -- | apologize if it sounds redundant, but what
direct evidence do you have that race predom nates the

drawi ng of the lines of 16 and 18?
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A Agai n, other than what is obvious on the map
and through -- yeah, what's on the map, | am not
bringi ng any other sort of evidence.

Q And so | nean, correct ne if I'mwong, but is
-- 1s your testinony that you have a general
understandi ng or belief that the residents of south
St. Pete are predom nantly black?

A Can you repeat the question?

Q Yes. Is it your understanding or belief that
the residents of south St. Pete that are in District 16
are predom nantly bl ack?

A. Yes.

Q Have you ever | ooked at the denographic
distribution across all of St. Pete in ternms of race?

A | can't recall.

Q Let's scroll up to paragraph 95. This was
where you al |l ege, quote, these race-based deci sions
resulted in a map that splits nei ghborhoods and ignores
traditional redistricting criteria.

What do you believe to be appropriate criteria
for the legislature to use when its doing redistricting?

A Vell, I"'mnot an expert on this stuff;
however, sonething |ike a natural border such as Tanpa
Bay should definitely be taken into consideration. |

think there may be others, but | can't think of them
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ri ght now.

Q That al |l egation uses the word "ignores"”

Are there any race-neutral criteria besides
Tanpa Bay that you believe the |egislature ignored?

A Wul d you mind repeating the question?

Q |s there any race-neutral criteria that you
bel i eve the legislature ignored when doing the
redistricting?

A |''mnot sure at this tine.

Q Do you know whether at the tinme you filed your
conpl aint you were aware of other criteria you believed
the |l egislature was ignoring?

A | can't remenber ny |evel of awareness at that
tine.

Q Let's | ook at paragraph 131. This is where
you al |l ege, quote, the legislature |acked good reasons
to believe that the enacted plan was necessary to
achieve Tier One conpliance.

Do you know what Tier One conpliance neans in
your conpl ai nt?

A | do not.

Q Let's | ook at pages 13 and 14 of the conpl ai nt
where you have a map of plan 42.

Do you know whet her you've seen this map

before? O | guess | should say, have you seen this map
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bef or e?
A. Yes.

Q Can you explain in your own words why you
proposed this map as an alternative to the map you're
chal | engi ng?

MS. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: | -- it includes the entirety of
the City of St. Pete. | think there may be ot her
reasons, but that's the one that comes to m nd.
BY M5. HARLE:

Q And is -- the line there at the top of what's
District 24, is that roughly the nunicipal line for the
top of St. Pete?

A It is not.

Q |'s the nmunicipal [ine for the border of
St. Pete north or south of the district line there
bet ween 24 and 167

A It's hard to tell on this map.

Q So earlier when you said that the district
i ne between 16 and 24 here did not reflect the
muni ci pal boundary, you know, what nmade you give that
answer ?

A Wll, the City of St. Pete has a unique --
pardon ny words -- shape to it and so according to your

question about the top line, that top |ine does not
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reflect the shape of the city boundaries or borders.
Q Let's ook at figure 6, the Isbell map.
And do you recall seeing this map before?

A Yes.

Q And what is it about this map that you prefer
to the map that you're chall engi ng?

A Again, it includes the entirety -- it seens to
include the entirety of the City of St. Pete. Again,
there m ght be other reasons, but that's one that stands
out .

Q Sois -- the top line there on the top of 18,
does that match the nunicipal line for the northern
border of St. Pete?

A It's hard to tell on the map that's in front
of ne.

Q So for this map and the one we just | ooked at
before it, when you say it includes all of St. Pete, but
then you say it doesn't track the city boundaries of
St. Pete, can you tell me why you're saying that it
I ncludes all of St. Pete?

A | ncludes all of St. Pete. St. Pete's northern
boundary where it conmes up through the water gets
j agged, which woul d make sense as a natural border. So
| cannot -- based on the map in front of me, | cannot

tell you if that northern boundary is correct.
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Q Have you seen maps of plan A, B, and C that
your expert wi tnesses have filed with the court?
A |*'mnot sure what maps you're -- what do you
mean by A, B, and C?
Q Have you seen any maps that your expert
W t nesses have filed wth the court so far?
A | have not.
M5. HARLE: Let's go to Exhibit 2, which wll
be the initial disclosures.
(Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MS. HARLE:
Q Does this docunent [ook famliar to you?
M5. HARLE: Leila, can you scroll to the
bottom and up, please.
BY MS. HARLE:
Q M. Seynour, do you know if you've seen this
docunent before?
A | believe so.
Q And do you renenber when you've seen this
docunent ?
M5. ROBERTSON. Caution ny client not to
di scl ose anyt hi ng about what he spoke about wth
hi s attorney.

THE WTNESS: |'m not sure.
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BY M5. HARLE:

Q Section 1A there has your nanme and says,
quote, you have -- well, it says you, quote, have
i nformation tending to show that the chall enged
districts caused harm end quote, you and the other
resi dents.

So what harm does the chall enged district
cause to you?

MS. ROBERTSON. (Object to form

THE WTNESS: Can you be nore specific?
BY M5. HARLE:

Q Not sure, but | can. These are your words.
So this says you have information tending to show t hat
the challenged districts cause harmto you.

So nmy question is, what harm does the
chal l enged district cause to you?

A Can you define harmin your question?

Q Unfortunately, | can't because |I'mjust using
the word that you used, which you did not define, so |
guess maybe | can ask, what did you nmean when you said
harm here, that the -- when you said the chall enged
di stricts caused harmto you, what did you nean by that?

A |'ve been unfairly lunped in with residents
that are not in nmy conmunity and | amunable to vote for

representation for the City of St. Pete with the rest of
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ny neighbors in the city of St. Pete. |'msure there

are others. They don't cone to mnd right now, but
those are the two that |'mthinking about.

Q And so in terns of you having information
tending to show that, what information do you have to
show that the challenged districts caused harmto you?

M5. ROBERTSON: (bject to form
THE WTNESS: O her than what is on -- or
what's shown on the current map or what's current,

' m not sure.

BY M5. HARLE:

Q And where you say -- where you refer to the
harm that the challenged districts cause other
residents, is that the same harmthat you just descri bed
or is there any other harmthat you believe other
residents are caused?

A | would say it includes what | just said and
probably ot hers.

Q As we sit here today, is there any other harm
that you can think of that the challenged districts
caused to other residents of 16 or 18?

MS. ROBERTSON. (bject to form
THE WTNESS: Not that | can think of right
now.

BY MS. HARLE:
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1 Q Do you know of any individual who would have
2 |information about whether the district lines that you're
3 | chal l enging were drawn based primarily on race?
4 A Not sure.
5 M5. HARLE: GCkay. That is the end of ny
6 questi ons.
7 MS. ROBERTSON. Ckay. | don't have any
8 questi ons.
9 MS. HARLE: Okay. We'Ill order a copy, Wendy.
10 MS. ROBERTSON:. We'd like to read and we'l|l
11 al so order a copy. Can you please bill the ACLU,
12 not Butler Wi hmuller for our copy.
13 (This deposition was concluded at 11:45 a.m)
14 - - -
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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CERTI FI CATE OF QATH

STATE OF FLORI DA )
COUNTY OF DUVAL )

I, VENDY E. RIVERA, Florida Professional
Reporter, Notary Public, State of Florida, certify that
MEI KO SEYMOUR personal |y appeared before ne via
vi deoconf erence on Novenber 26, 2024, and was duly

SWOr n.

Signed this 12th day of Decenber, 2024.

. . i
ot Ky P

Wendy E. Rivera
Notary Public, State of Florida
Conmi ssion No.: HH 373469
Expires: March 15, 2027

WENOY E. RWVERA
Commission # HH 373489
Expires March 15, 2027
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF FLORI DA )
COUNTY OF DUVAL )

I, VWENDY E. RI VERA, Florida Professional
Reporter, do hereby certify that | was authorized to and
did renotely stenographically report the videoconference
deposition of MEI KO SEYMOUR; that a review of the
transcri pt WAS requested; and that the foregoing
transcript, pages 1 through 46, is a true record of ny

st enogr aphi ¢ not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties’
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am|

financially interested in the action.

DATED t his 12th day of Decenber, 2024.

-3"'.-{._ -J""l-r..:\..:'

"

P ,..":.'-'f;..f

Wendy E. Rivera

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



Case 8:24-cv-00879-CEH-TPB-ALB  Document 113-24  Filed 05/13/25 Page 50 of 65

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P P PP PP PR e
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

PagelD 5840
MEIKO SEYMOUR November 26, 2024
HODGES vs PASSIDOMO 49

DEPCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET
Assi gnment No.: J12004912
Case Caption: KETO NORD HODGES et al vs. KATHLEEN
PASSI DOMO et a
W t ness: MElI KO SEYMOUR

DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

| declare under penalty of perjury that | have
read the entire transcript of ny deposition taken in the
captioned matter or the sane has been read to nme, and
the sane is true and accurate, save and except for
changes and/or corrections, if any, as indicated by nme
on the DEPOSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET hereof, with the
understanding that | offer these changes as if stil

under oath.

Si gned on the

MEl KO SEYMOUR
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DEPCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET

Page No. Line No. Change to:
Reason for change

Page No. Line No. Change to:
Reason for change

Page No. Line No. Change to:
Reason for change

Page No. Line No. Change to:
Reason for change

Page No. Line No. Change to:
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