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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON

Georgia State Conference

of the NAACP; Georgia

Col lation for the People's
Agenda, Inc; Galeo Latino
Communi ty Devel opnent Fund,
I nc.,

Plaintiffs,
ClVIL ACTI ON FI LE NG
VS. 1: 21- CV-5338- ELB- SCJ- SDG

STATE OF GEORG A; BRI AN KEMP,
IN H' S OFFI CI AL CAPACI TY AS
THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
Georgi a; Brad Raffensperger,
in his official capacity as
the secretary of State of
Geor gi a,

Def endant s.

VI DEOTAPED HYBRI D ZOOM
30(b) (6) and 30(b) (1)
DEPOSI TI ON OF
BONNI E RI CH
January 18, 2023
9:11 A M

18 Capitol Square SW

Atl anta, Georgia
Lee Ann Barnes (via Zoom, CCR-1852B, RPR, CRR, CRC
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amel | mn@rowel | . com

- and -
ALEX DAVIS, ESQ (via Zoom
Julie Houk, ESQ (via Zoom
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1500 K Street NW
Suite 900
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On behalf of the Wtness:
PATRI CK JAGSTETTER, ESQ  (in person)
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patrickj @arrard-davis.com
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One Bush Street
Suite 1600
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On behalf of the Al pha Phi Al pha Plaintiffs:
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On behalf of the Pendergrass and Grant Plaintiffs:

M KE JONES, ESQ (via Zoom
ELI AS LAW GROUP
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On behal f of Defendants:
BRYAN P. TYSON, ESQ (in person)
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APPEARANCES
(Conti nued)

Al so Present Observing via Zoom
St ephani e Sansom SPLC Intern
Kri sty Nguyen, SPLC Intern
Jack Genberg, SPLC
Vi ncent Mont oya

Marvin David Rollins-Boyd, Esq., Lawyers
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Deposition of BONNIE RI CH
January 18, 2023

(Reporter disclosure made pursuant to
Article 8.B of the Rules and Regul ati ons of the
Board of Court Reporting of the Judici al
Council of Georgia.)

VI DEOGRAPHER: Today's date is January the
18, 2023, and the tinme is approximtely
9:11 am This will be the videotaped
deposition of Bonnie Rich.

Woul d counsel present and all on Zoom
pl ease identify thenselves for the record?

MR. MELLMAN: Aryeh Mell man from Crowel
and Moring for the Georgia NAACP plaintiffs.

MS5. JACKSON: Toni Jackson, Crowell and
Moring, for the Georgia NAACP plaintiffs.

MR. TYSON: Brian Tyson and Di ane LaRoss
for the defendants.

MR. JAUGSTETTER: Patrick Jaugstetter and
Shawn Marie Story are defending Ms. Rich.

VI DEOGRAPHER: Woul d the court reporter
pl ease swear in the witness? Thank you.

BONNI E RI CH, having been first duly sworn, was

exam ned and testified as foll ows:
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EXAM NATI ON

BY- MR. MELLMAN:

Q Good norning. M nane is Aryeh Mel | man.
|"'mfrom Crowel |l and Moring representing the Georgia
NAACP plaintiffs.

And can you pl ease state your full name
for the record.

A. Bonnie MIler Rich.

Q Thank you. So we're going to start by
goi ng over sone ground rules and procedure. As we
know, there's a court reporter transcribing. So to
make her life a bit easier and to nake the record
clearer, I'Il just ask that you let ne finish asking
a question before you respond and I'll also ask that
you respond audi bly with words rather than shaking
or noddi ng your head.

If | ask a question -- a question that's
uncl ear, please let me know so | can rephrase it.

I f you need a break, just let ne know.
We'll do our best to -- to accommpodate that, though
we may need to finish an open |ine of questioning
first.

If you need to talk to your attorney, just
| et us know.

Your attorney may object to a question on
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t he various bases, but once they've made the
objection, I'lIl ask that you do answer the question
unl ess they specifically instruct you not to answer.
And, Representative Rich, you understand
you're giving your testinony under oath?
A Yes.
Q s there any reason you can't answer ny

questions fully and truthfully today?

A No.

Q Okay. Have you ever been deposed before?

A. No.

Q Okay. Have you ever testified in court
bef ore?

A. | testified to give a final in my divorce

when | was in ny 20s.

Q Okay. And have you ever personally been a
plaintiff or defendant in a |awsuit?

A. Just in nmy divorce.

Q And who is the counsel representing you

A. M. Jaugstetter.

Q When did the attorney-client relationship
bet ween you and M. Jaugstetter begin?

A | woul d assune sonetine after | was served

or accepted service of the subpoena.
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Q And is that a forml engagenent?

A. Yes.

Q And who is paying for your counsel?

A. | -- 1 believe it is the State House, but

|"'mnot certain of that.

Q Okay. Who else mght it be?

A. | really would not know.

Q Okay. When did you first |learn about this
case”?

A. Prior to the service of the subpoena, |
was notified and asked to accept service of process
of a lawsuit that nanmed nme as a defendant. So it
was sonetinme prior to the service of the subpoena.

Q And who -- who told you about the |awsuit?

A. | believe it was ny |egislative counsel.

Q Okay. Okay. And what is your
under st andi ng of what this case is about?

A. It's about the redistricting process.

Q Okay. What redistricting process
specifically?

A. The one that | chaired through
redistricting in 2021.

Q Okay. In the state of Georgia?

A Yes.

Q And on -- on what sort of governnent bil
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| evel s?

A

| was a State House representative and

specifically the Chair of the State House

Redi stricting Comm ttee.

Q

Okay. And what did you do to prepare for

this deposition?

A

| rewatched ny first commttee hearing. |

spoke with ny attorney. And that's about it.

Q

Okay. How many tines did you speak with

your attorney?

A

| believe I've spoken with himtwo or

three tines.

Q
A.

hour, hour

Q

Okay. And for about how | ong each tinme?
Probably anywhere from 45 m nutes to an
and 15.

Okay. So approximately anywhere fromtwo

to three hours total, approximtely?

A
Q

Approxi mately so.

Did you | ook at nmy docunents to prepare

for the deposition?

A

| was -- | was provided with a PDF of al

of the docunents that we've produced, and | just

spot -checked. There were so many that | -- | didn't

| ook at themall, but | just kind of opened a few

here and there.
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Q Okay. Did any of those docunents refresh
your recoll ection about the -- the redistricting
process?

A. | don't -- | don't know. | knew -- | knew

t he docunents that had been produced, so none of
them were new to ne.

Q And woul d you say you still have a -- a
recol |l ection of that process?

A | have sonmewhat of a recollection. It's
been a little over a year ago. | certainly knew the

details a |l ot better when | was going through than

do now.
Q Did you |l ook at any text nessages or
emai | s on your own outside of the -- the docunents

t hat were produced?

A. No.

Q And do you recall, of the docunents that
wer e produced that you | ooked at, do you recal
specifically which docunents you | ooked at?

A. One of themthat -- yes. One was ny notes
on a neeting that | had with a representative, and
the other were just various emails that really
didn't nean anything to ne.

Q Do you recall which representative it was?

A. | do not.
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Q Okay. Did you talk to any of your
col | eagues?

A. About the deposition?
(Nodded head.)
The fact that | was com ng, yes.

Okay.

> O > 0

But not the substance.

Q Okay. You didn't talk to any of themto
prepare for this?

A No, | did not.

Q Okay. Did you |look at any of the
conplaints in the case?

A. No.

Q Okay. And did you speak to your staff at

all about -- to prepare for the deposition?
A. No.
Q So no one else aside fromyour counsel ?

A. Correct.
Q Are you aware that other |egislators have

been deposed in this matter?

A. Yes.
Q Have you communi cated with any of thenf?
A. No.

Q Okay. And since this is a joint 30(b)(6)
and 30(b) (1) and you're prepared to speak on behal f
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of the commttee, | will assunme your answers are on
behal f of the comm ttee unless you specify
otherwise. And we're going to just tal k about your
background for a nonent here.
Where do you currently reside?

A. Suwanee, GCeorgi a.

Q Okay. Do you have any degrees, coll ege
degrees?

A. | do. | have a four-year degree fromthe
Uni versity of Georgia, and | have a | aw degree from
Georgia State University Coll ege of Law.

Q After conpleting college, where did you
wor k, or | aw school ?

A. Yeah, | went straight fromcollege to | aw
school. | worked for a small law firmin the
Atl anta area.

Q And when did you first run for office?

A. 2018.

Q And which office was that?

A The State House.

Q And that's the office you currently hol d?
A. | no longer hold the office. M term

expired earlier this nonth.
Q So you were in office from

approxi mately -- can you describe the termyou were
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in office?

A. | was in office for two two-year terns.
So 2019, '20, '21, and '22.

Q And what -- which districts did you
represent?

A. | represented House District 97.

Q And can you describe generally that area
of Georgia that's in, that district?

A. It was wholly located within GmM nnett
County, the northern part of Gm nnett County. It
generally conprised the cities Duluth, Suwanee, and
Sugar Hill.

Q And -- and as you're no longer in office,
what is your profession now?

A. l"ma | awyer.

Q And where do you work?

A " m sel f-enpl oyed.

Q Are you aware of there ever being any
findings of untruthful ness agai nst you in any
pr oceedi ng?

A. No.

Q Prior to the -- the 2021 cycle, had -- had
you ever worked on redistricting?

A No.

Q From 2019 until today, from when you were
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in office until today, can you identify the

comm ttee assignnments you' ve had on the general

assenbl y?

A | can try. Wuld you like for ne to do
t hat ?

Q Sur e.

A. Okay. Judiciary, Ways and Means, of
course Redistricting, Retirenment, Rules. That's all
| can remenber right now. There may have been nore.

Q And in -- in that sanme tine frane, can you
identify all the commttee chairs you've held on the
general assenbly?

A. Yes. |1've chaired Redistricting and then
| was the Majority Caucus Chair which is different.
It's not a commttee assignnent. |It's really a
caucus position.

Q And what years were -- did you chair the
Redi stricting Commttee?

A. | believe that was beginning in 2020.

Q And t hrough when?

A. Through the conclusion of ny termearlier

t his nont h. No, that's not true. That's not true.

Q Okay.
A. Through redistricting, and then |
resign -- or | was noved from Chair of the
Page 17
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Redistricting Conmttee to becone the Caucus Chair
i n January of '22.
Q Okay. And just for -- for the record, you

were the chair of the House Conm ttee on Legislative

and Congressi onal Reapportionnent; is that correct?
A. That is the correct nane of the commttee,
yes.
Q For ease of reference, |I'll just refer to

it as the House conmttee.
And are you famliar Senate
Reapporti onment and Redistricting Commttee?
A | know that it exists.
Q And I'"Il just refer to it as the Senate
conmttee as we go on.
And are you famliar with the Legislative
and Congressi onal Reapportionnent O fice?
A Yes.
Q And 1"l just refer to that as the LCRO as
we conti nue.
How did you cone to chair the House
commttee?
A. The Speaker of the House nakes the
comm ttee assignnments and the chair assignnments.
Q Had you asked to -- to chair the

comm ttee?
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A No.

Q And so did soneone ask you to chair the
conmmttee?

A Yes.

Q And who is that?

A. The Speaker of the House.

Q Were -- were you interested in the
position?

A Once it was offered to ne | was.

Q And when did you -- when did you | earn you
woul d assune the position?

A. l'"mnot certain. |t was sonetine prior to
the 2020 sessi on.

Q Okay. Can you describe your role and
responsibilities as the Chair of the House
Committee?

A It was ny responsibility to conduct the
commttee process for bills that cane through our
commttee and -- which ended up being really just
the redistricting bills for 2021 special session.

Q Did you have any know edge of the
redi stricting process prior to assum ng the Chair?

A No.

Q No -- no know edge at all?

A None.
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Q Upon | earning that you would be Chair, did
you take any action to |learn nore about the
redi stricting process?

A. | did not take any action on ny own, no.
| did neet with counsel that had been retained to

gui de us through the process.

Q. And what counsel was that?
A Brian Tyson and Loree~Anne Par adi se.
Q And can you describe approxi mately how

often you net with thenf

And -- and the tinme frame |I'm speaking of
now, specifically fromwhen you | earned you'd be the
Chair until you becane the Chair.

A None.

Q None.

And so when did you first neet with --
with Brian Tyson?

A It probably would have been -- probably
woul d have been sonetime in 2021 but | don't have
I ndependent recoll ection beyond that.

Q Okay. And did you speak with anyone el se
aside from M. Tyson about the redistricting
process?

A. At any point in tinme?

Q Bef ore you obtained the Chair.
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O

> O »

Q

No.

No.

No other legislators? No other staff?
No.

Okay. Not the LCRO?

No.

And |'m just going to go back to your

enpl oynent for a nonent.

Does your -- does your current enpl oynment

as a lawyer involve redistricting at all?

A. No.

Q Do you interact with the |egislature at
all ?

A. No.

Q Does it involve any | obbying?

A. No.

Q Any political or election-related | egal
mattered?

A No.

Q Al right. Thank you.

Okay. And when | tal k about the

redistricting process, to be clear, I"'mreferring to

t he Congressional and State |egislative

redistricting in 2021 for the State of Georgia.

And so you were the Chair of the House
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Commttee?

A. Yes.

Q And can you describe the House Commttee's
function?

A. It's really the sanme as any ot her House

Committee, to just consider bills and to put them
t hrough the committee process.

Q And you're generally famliar with
functions of the Georgia General Assenbly?

A Yes.

Q And you're famliar with the LCRO?

A. Yes.

Q Can you tell me what you understand the
LCRO s function to be?

A. They draw the lines for the maps. That's

the office that I went to when | wanted to get a

copy of the map for ny district when | first started

torun. So | knew that they did that. And then |
| earned that they actually drew the |ines for
redi stricting.

Q Okay. So the -- the LCROis the team

that's actually drawing the maps, making the |ines?

A. Correct.
Q Okay. They al so provide technical

assi stance and data anal ysi s?
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A. | don't -- | don't really know how they do
their jobs. | do know that maps had to go through
their office for technical review. |'ve heard that
phr ase.

Q And do you understand themto have any
ot her function other than draw ng the maps?

A. | don't know what they are.

Q Okay. And so once you assuned the Chair
of the House Commttee, how did you come to your
under st andi ng of that role?

A. | believe that | just understood what a
chairman did from having served in the House for a
year.

Q And can you tell me nore about -- we spoke
bef ore about your conversations with M. Tyson.

Can you tell nme nore about how you | earned

about the redistricting process?

A. | learned as | went, for the nost part. |
did ook at the NG -- NCSL's red book on
redistricting. | did not read it. | really did

just learn as | went through the process.

Q All right. And can you tell ne, w thout
reveal i ng any confidential attorney-client
i nformation, approximtely how -- how often woul d

you neet M. Tyson throughout the redistricting
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process?

A. So when you say "throughout the
redi stricting process,”" when -- when in tinme do you
want to start there?

Q Let's start from when you becanme the chair
until, let's say, prior to the special session.

A. So | don't think I met with Brian Tyson
until 2021, and | probably did not neet with him
until after the 2021 regular session. And | don't
really have specific recollection of how many tines
or when I met with him So it could have been once.

It could have been three tines before the special

sessi on.

Q Did you have a standing neeting?

A. No.

Q So approximately one to three tinmes?

A. Well, it -- it depends, too, on how you
define the redistricting process. |If you nean from

t he end of the general regular session to the
begi nni ng of the special session, | can answer

t hose, the question as to that tine period.

Q. Sure.

A. | probably would have nmet with himfrom
May t hrough August. | -- | really -- | would be
guessing. | -- 1 really don't know. There were no
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regul ar neeti ngs.

Q Okay.

A. | would say one to -- | don't -- however
many town halls we had. | met with him probably
every tinme -- at every town hall.

Q Okay.

A. | probably had a conversation with him

Q Okay. And was anyone el se present in

t hose neetings?

A. Senat or Kennedy woul d have been present in
sonme of them | don't think anyone el se.

Q No one else from M. Tyson's office?

A Anot her attorney. Loree~Anne Paradi se.

Q So Loree~Anne Paradise, Brian Tyson,
per haps Senat or Kennedy and you.

Anyone el se that you recall?

A. Not that | can recall.

Q And what about -- now let's nove into the
period fromthe special session until the rel ease of
t he maps.

Did you have neetings then as well with
M. Tyson?

A. Yes.

Q And approxi mtely how many?

A. | wouldn't be able to estinmate how many,
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but | probably spoke with himat least -- himor

Loree~Anne Paradi se or both, prior to and after each

commttee hearing. And naybe a few nore tines.

Q And approxi mately how | ong woul d t hose
neeti ngs be?

A. | really don't remenber. They could have
been as brief as 15 m nutes, you know, if it was
after a comm ttee neeting.

Q Okay. And were they -- were they form
meeti ngs?

A. | think sone probably -- yes, sone
probably were formal neetings. Yes.

Q And you said, just to reiterate, you said
before and after etch conmttee hearing and -- and
two ot her tinmes besides?

A. Yes.

Q In that tinme frame from Novenber to

Decenber 20217

A. Novenber to Decenber. | really -- | would

be guessing beyond what | told you already. [|I'm
sorry.

Q Okay. And -- and so noving back to the
peri od between when you becane Chair and the speci al
session, did you discuss your role as the Chair of

t he House Committee with any other nenbers of the
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House?

A If I did, it was casual and | don't
remenber.

Q What about with Joe Kennedy?

A. From what tine period?

Q From when you becane the Chair to the --
t he special session?

A. Well, he and | spoke a lot follow ng the
general session, the regular session, in 2021, but
don't think he and | spoke about it before then.

Q Okay. And -- and so what did you talk
about in that --

(Si mul t aneous speakers - unclear.)

A. We were just coordinating our schedul es.

Q Okay. So nostly logistics?

A Yes.

Q Not -- not any of the substance?

A. No.

Q Okay. And did you discuss your role wth
anyone el se?

A. In the | egislature?

Q Or anyone at all.

A. Probably ny husband, but no, not really.

Q Did you ever neet with -- going back to

t hese nmeetings with M. Tyson, did you ever --

Page 27

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
o A W N B O © 00 N O U b~ wWw N +—» O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 227 Filed 03/20/23 Page 28 of 377

where -- where did those neetings typically take
pl ace?

A. | believe that we net at | east once at

hi s

law firmoffice. The mpjority of the neetings took

pl ace here on the Capitol grounds, either in this
buil ding, the legislative office building, or the
Capi tol buil ding.
Q And do you recall which office any of
t hose neetings would take place?
A. Either ny office which was here in this
bui l ding, the Redistricting office, or in
Senat or Kennedy's office in the Capitol building.
Q Did you ever neet in the -- the LCRO

of fice?

A. Well, at sone point we did. |'mnot sure
about the tinme period that you're asking.

Q Can you tell nme about anytinme you met with

M. Tyson in the LCRO office?

A. We net after the special session had
started --

Q Okay.

A -- in the office.

Q Appr oxi mately how many ti nes?

A Not many. Maybe two to three.

Q. Two or three nmeetings with M. Tyson in
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the LCRO office?

A Yes.

Q And do you recall who el se would have been
at those neetings?

A. Yes. G na Wight was probably present.

Q Any ot her | egislators?

A | think Jan Jones was there once or tw ce
for part of it.

Q Senat or Kennedy?

A No. He and | did not neet together --

Q Okay.
A. -- with the -- with the Redistricting
O fice.

Q And did you hire any -- any -- aside from
M. Tyson, did you hire any other outside counsel to
assist with the redistricting process?

A | did not and I was not aware of any.

Q Okay. So you're not aware that the -- the

general assenbly hired any -- any ot her outside
counsel ?

A No.

Q Or any other entity that -- that would

have hired outside counsel ?
A. No.

Q Okay. Do you know if Georgia
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Congr essi onal del egati ons have previously hired
outsi de counsel for this purpose in the previous
redi stricting cycle?

A. | don't have any know edge of that.

Q Did you hire any outside consultant to
assist with the redistricting process?

A. | did not.

Q Did the General Assenbly hire any outside
consul tants?

A. | woul d not know.

Q Okay. Did-- so did you work with any
out si de consul tants?

A. No.

Q Did you consider hiring any outside
consul tants?

A. No.

Q Do you know i f anyone else involved in the
redistricting process considered hiring any outside
consul tants?

A. | woul d not know that.

Q Okay. We're going to nove on to sone
ot her questi ons.

Senator Rich, are you generally aware of
Georgia's history of racial discrimnation against

African Anericans?
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A. | have heard that, yes.

Q What is your understanding of that
hi story?

A. | just know that there was a period of
time where it was a concern and Georgia had to go
t hrough a precl earance process because of its
hi story.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of

di scrimnation in Georgia against Latinos?

A | don't.

Q What about Asian Americans?

A. No.

Q Are you famliar with the term"racially

pol ari zed voting"?

A. | learned that through redistricting.

Q Okay. And what do you understand that
termto nmean?

A. That different races nmay tend to vote
al ong party lines.

Q And how did you cone to understand that
ternf

A. Probably through ny counsel.

Q s it your understanding that racially
pol ari zed voting is present in CGeorgia?

A. | was told that that is the case.
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Q Okay. By who?
A. My | awyer.
Q Do you recall being a part of any

comuni cati ons where that term was used?

A. Yes.
Q Can you descri be those communi cati ons?
A. Well, it would have been with nmy | awyer

who was just telling me that it exists in Georgia.
Q And did you then communi cate that

information to anyone el se?

A. | don't think so. | may have acknow edged
iIts existence in a commttee hearing, but | don't
recall commuting -- comrunicating that to anyone

el se.

Q So did that have -- did understandi ng that

term have any inport to you in the redistricting
process?

A Not to ne. | understand that it did to
the map drawers and the | awers who were advi sing
the map drawers.

Q VWhat inmport did you understand it to have
to the map drawers?

A | don't know.

Q So you know that they felt it was

I nportant?
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A Yes.

Q But you don't know why?

A. Correct.

Q Okay. |'mgoing to show you a docunent

that |'mgoing to mark as Exhibit 1. It's
identified as LEG S00020767.

And before | show it to you, |'mjust
going to note that this docunent was anong a set of
docunents produced on Monday afternoon, January 16,
at approximately 3:55 p.m which is less than 50 --
sorry -- |less than 48 hours before the start of this
deposition. Legislative counsel produced over 1500
pages of what we understand to have hard copy
docunents fromyour files related to this matter

So I'"'mgoing to show you this docunent. |
apologize. It is, as | said, in hard copy form so
there's a large stack. But I'mgoing to ask you to
| ook at the docunent marked -- Bates | abeled at the
bottom as LEG S00020777.

So that should be about ten pages on from
where you are.

MR. JAUGSTETTER: So is this entire stack

of docunents your Exhibit 17
MR. MELLMAN: This entire stack of

docunents was produced to us as -- as a single
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docunent .

MR. JAUGSTETTER  Ri ght.

MR. MELLMAN: I'monly going to focus on
one page, the page | nentioned, -20777, but
l'd -- 1'"d like to provide the witness with a
conpl ete docunment and that's how t he docunent
was produced to us.

MR, JAUGSTETTER: Well, what |I'masking is
w Il Exhibit 1 consist of one page or the
entire stack?

MR. MELLMAN: The entire stack.

MR, JAUGSTETTER: Ckay.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1 was marked for
i dentification.)

BY MR, MELLMAN:

Q Do you see the page |"'mreferring to?
A | do.
Q Okay. And are these -- is this your

handwri ti ng?
A. Yes, it is.

Q Okay. And these are your handwitten

Q Okay. Can you read nme what is on the top

of the page above the line?
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A. "Sam ParKk. "

Q And the next |ine?

A. "Racially polarized voting anal ysis was
perfornmed, was found statew de and county by
county. "

Q And the next |ine?

A. "Dens refused to provide theirs. No one
has requested ours."

Q Okay. And so did you, in fact, performa
racially polarized voting anal ysi s?

A. | did not.

Q Do you recall what these notes are
referring to?

A. These are notes that | took while Sam Park
was speaking fromthe Well when we were considering
a bill, and I don't renmenmber which bill. | nean, it
was one of the redistricting ones. | don't know if
it was the State or Congressional.

So, typically, the first |line would be
what he said, and then the second line that's
i ndented was a note that | wote to either nyself to
say it fromthe Well, and I don't know if | did or
not, or | may have written that note to sonmeone
el se.

Q Okay. So does -- so -- and who is Sam
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Par k?
A. He is a |l egislator.
Q What is his party affiliation?
A Denocr at .
Q Okay. And so would you read this to nmean

that the Denocrats performed a racially polarized
voti ng anal ysi s?

A. It -- it is nmy understanding they did.
Their majority |eader indicated that in his
testi nony before the committee.

Q And did you ever see that analysis?

A. No.

Q Okay. And you say in that last |line that
you read, "No one has requested ours."

Does that nean you did performa racially

pol ari zed voting anal ysi s?

A. No, that does not nean that.
Q What do you understand that to nmean?
A. That no one requested an anal ysis that

woul d have been made on behalf of the State House or
t he Republican State House Caucus.

Q Okay. So | ooking at these notes, you --
do you nmaintain that you -- you did not perform any
racially polarized voting anal ysi s?

A. | did not and | did not order or request
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any. | think | testified previously that our |awer
di d.
Q Okay. Sorry. You said your |awer

perfornmed a racially polarized voting anal ysi s?

A. No. He retained sonmeone to do that.

Q Okay. And who was that?

A. | don't renmenber.

Q Okay.

A | don't know that | ever knew the nane
until very late in the process. | never sawit.

Q |"mgoing to direct you to the top right

corner of that page.

Can you read that?

A. “"Dr. Tom Brunell, University of Texas at
Dal | as. "

Q Do you recogni ze that nane?

A | don't, but | believe that one of the

| awyers told me that that was the identity of the
person, and | got that while | was taking -- or
during the tine that was being debated. So it was
after I had spoken once and | was probably preparing
to go back up and speak agai n.

Q And so that is the identity of the person
who perfornmed the racially polarized voting anal ysis

on behal f of your counsel ?
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A | believe that that is what was told to
nme.

Q Okay. But you never saw that anal ysis?

A. | did not.

Q Did you ever ask to see it?

A No.

Q Do you know why your counsel woul d have

perfornmed it but then not shown it to you?

A. It wouldn't have neant anything to nme. |
don't practice elections law. The results are all
that woul d have mattered.

Q Did you see the results of the anal ysis?

A. | don't recall if I did. | may have been
provided it at sonme point, but | don't recall
reading it.

Q Do you recall who asked your counsel to
performthat anal ysis?

A. No, | don't know.

Q Okay. So but would that have been

sonet hi ng he woul d have done on his own?

A. | don't know.
Q And you're not aware of any | egislators or
ot her -- anyone enpl oyed by the State House or State

governnments that woul d have requested themto

perform an anal ysis?
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A | -- 1 would not know that.

Q Okay. And so you testified that you may
have seen the results.

Do you recall any of those results?

A. No. AIl | recall is that I was told that
there is -- there was a finding that there is
racially polarized voting in Georgia.

Q And so that was the sanme findings that
the -- as you note here, that the Denocrats found in
t heir anal ysi s?

A. It is ny understanding that they found
racially polarized voting as well. | don't know if
there was anything different in the exact findings.

Q And so did you -- did you ask to -- did --
sorry.

Did you incorporate that finding into any
of your work on the Redistricting Conmttee?

A My work on the Redistricting Conmttee

i nvol ved taking a bill through the commttee
process. So no, | did not.
Q And did you -- did you actually ever see

the results or were they told to you?
A. | may have seen them | just don't
recall. | received a |lot of emails and | may have

received those, but it wouldn't have neant anything
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to me to read it anyway. | just needed to know for

pur poses of debate whether there is or isn't. So

don't -- | don't recall.
Q Okay. But -- and again you -- you found
that there -- or the analysis found that there was?

A. That is ny understandi ng, yes.

Q Okay. Okay. Thank you.

A. Uh- huh.

Q Are you famliar with the term "packing"
in the context of redistricting?

A. | learned that during the process.

Q And how woul d you define that ternf

A Putting a | arge nunber of person of one
race or people of one race into one district so as
to keep them out of the neighboring districts.

Q Are you famliar with the term "cracking
in the context of redistricting?

A. Yes.

Q OCkay. And how woul d you define that?

A Separating and dividing nenbers of one
race anong nore than one district to dilute their

VOoi ce.

Q And you agree that redistricting should be

done so as not to crack mnority voters?

A. It is nmy understanding that that is one of

Page 40

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
o A W N B O © 00 N O U b~ wWw N +—» O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 227 Filed 03/20/23 Page 41 of 377

the factors that goes into the conpliance with the

Voting Rights Act.
Q That one of the factors is to not crack
mnority voters?

A. | really -- | really don't -- | don't

that that is a correct statenent because | don't

know t he | aw. | knowit is a factor to be

consi der ed. That's as nuch as | know.

Q And you agree that redistricting should

not be done so as to pack mnority voters?

A. | have the sane answer there. I

understand it's a factor. | don't -- | don't know

the exact rule on it.

know

Q Okay.

historic discrimnation,

di sparities in educational

enpl oynent, and political

bl ack and white citizens

MR. JAUGSTETTER:

You can answer.

Referring back to our

di scussi on of
are you aware of current
achi evenent, incone,

partici pation between
of Georgia?

Cbject to form

THE WTNESS: | -- | know that there are
peopl e who -- who say that. 1've not really
studied it nyself, so | don't have any personal

know edge.
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BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q Okay. Specifically, are you aware that
hi gh school and col |l ege graduation rates are | ower
for black Georgians than white Georgi ans?

A. | don't have any personal know edge of

t hat .

O

Sanme is true for per capita incone.

Are you aware of that?

A. | don't have personal of that.

Q Enpl oynent rates?

A. | don't have any personal know edge.

Q And are you aware that voter turnout is
| ower for black Georgians than white Georgi ans?

A. | don't have any personal know edge of
t hat .

Q Are you aware of simlar disparities for
Lati nos?

A. | do not have any personal know edge of
any of that.

Q Asi an Americans?

A | don't have any personal know edge.

Q Okay. Okay. Are you aware of any raci al

appeals made in recent elections in Georgia?
A. | don't understand.

Appeals as in the court of appeals?
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Q Sorry. |I'Il explain -- "Il define that
termto mean in -- in elections, appeals by
candi dates or canpaigns to vote or not vote for
specific candi dates based solely on their race.

A. " msorry. Could you repeat the question?

Q. Sure.

Are you aware of instances in elections in
Ceor gi a where candi dates or canpai gns nade appeal s
to voters to vote for a particular candi date or not
vote for a particular candi date solely based on
their race?

A. No, no.

Q Are you famliar with a mailer that went
out prior to the 2022 election in which a vote job
advertisenment read "Must be black or LatinX. \Wites
or Asians need not apply"?

A No.

Q Okay. Do you recall that in the 2022
gubernatorial elections, Governor Kenp ran ads that
appeared to deliberately darken Stacy Abrans' skin?

A. No.

Q Do you recall the 2018 Republican
gubernatorial primary canpai gn?

A Yes, somewhat .

Q Do you renenber that David Purdue who was
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a candi date said that Stacy Abrans was deneani ng her
own race and that she should go back to where she
came fronf?

A No.

Q Are you aware of the nunber of black
candi dates elected to any statewi de office in
Georgia's history?

A No.

Q So -- okay. Are you aware that
Senator Warnock is the first black senator in
Georgia's history?

A. Yes, | -- 1 know that.

Q Okay. In your work on -- on
redistricting, are you aware that there is a
percentage of -- in a particular district, there's a
percent age of bl ack voting age popul ati on that would
give black voters the opportunity to elect their
candi date of choice?

A. l'"msorry. Could you repeat the question?

Q Sur e.

Are you aware that there's a particular
percent age of black voting age population in a
district that would give black opportun- -- black
voters the opportunity to elect their candi date of

choi ce?
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A No, | am not.

Q Are you famliar with the term "bl ack
voting age popul ation"?

A Yes, | am

Q And what do you understand that to nmean?

A. Just the nunber of black people who |ive
in a particular district who are of voting age.

Q Okay. And do you understand there to be
any rules or requirenments surroundi ng black voting
age population in the redistricting process?

A. | am not aware of specific rules or
requirenents. | know it is a factor to be
consi der ed.

Q Okay. So you're -- are you aware of any
particul ar percentage of black voting age popul ation
in the district that is nmeaningful to you in any
way ?

A. No.

COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry. You broke up
alittle bit, M. Mellman. You said, "Are you
aware of any particul ar percentage of black
voting age population in the district that
is...," and | lost you.

MR. MELLMAN: | believe | said neani ngful

to you in any way.
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COURT REPORTER: Thank you.
BY MR MELLMAN:

Q And so do you have an under st andi ng t hat
in a particular district there could be a tipping
poi nt where a certain percentage of black voting age
popul ation will be necessary for black voters in the
district to elect their candi dates of choice?

A. Yes.

Q And what is that tipping point?

A That is what | do not know.

Q How did you cone to understand that there

was such a tipping point?

A | don't know that there is a magic tipping
point. | cane to understand that that is a factor.
Q And how did you cone to understand that --

that such a tipping point, regardless of
t he percentage, that such a tipping point existed at
all?

A. Through nmy attorney.

Q And did you take any action in the
redistricting process relative to those tipping
poi nts?

A | did not.

Q Who did?

A. The peopl e who drew the maps.
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Q Okay. And do you know what action they

t ook?
A | do not.
COURT REPORTER: I'msorry. "And do you
know what..."?
MR. MELLMAN: What action they took. |I'm
sorry. I'Il try and speak up.

COURT REPORTER: Thank you.
BY MR. MELLMAN
Q Are you aware of that sanme principle, the

ti pping point, for Latino voters?

A | -- I would assune so. | would assune
that it would -- the sane factors would apply.

Q And the sane is true is Asian voters?

A | would assunme that.

Q Okay. What is the black voting age

popul ati on percentage necessary to el ect a candi date

of choice in CGeorgia?

A That's what | said before. | don't know
t hat .

Q And can you tell nme what it is for any
district?

A No.

Q And so is your testinony that you

understand that to be the case, that there is a
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tipping point, but you never took any action with
regard to that tipping point?

A. No, | did not. | ran the comm ttee
process.

Q Did you ever learn after the fact what

t hose tipping points were?

A. No.

Q Did you ever ask?

A. No.

Q And no one ever told you?

A. No.

Q So once you -- once you |l earned that they

exi sted, you did -- did you do anything with that
I nformation?

A I n our conversations, we discussed the
fact that the maps drawn and that woul d be presented
to us would conmply with the Voting Rights Act. And
as far as tipping point, |I don't know that there's a
tipping point that applies to all districts. | --
| -- 1 don't know.

Q Do you know of any source or netric for
identifying those tipping points?

A No.

Q Are you aware that to conmply with the
Voting Rights Act, black mapjority districts need to
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be drawn in a way that gives black voters an
opportunity to elect their candi dates of choice?

A. That is nmy understandi ng of the Voting
Ri ghts Act requirenent, yes.

Q And are you aware that racially polarized
voting neans that black voting age popul ati on j ust
over 50 percent still wouldn't give black voters the
opportunity to elect their candi dates of their
choi ce?

A No, | do not know that.

Q Okay. Back to our prior point.

You agree that the mpjority black district
needs to be drawn in the way that gives black voters
t he opportunity to elect their candi dates of choice;
Is that correct?

A. That is my understandi ng, yes.

Q Okay. Did you review the districts for

conpliance with that nmetric?

A | did not.

Q And who di d?

A. The map drawers and attorneys.

Q Did they comrunicate information to you

about that after the fact?
A. They -- yes.
Q And what did they say?
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MR. JAUGSTETTER: |'m going to object on

the basis of attorney-client privilege to

anyt hi ng that counsel told to Ms. Rich, and I'm

going instruct her not to answer that question
to that extent.

BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q Can you answer to the extent it does not

touch upon attorney-client privilege?

A. | was told that the maps conplied with the

I aw.

Q Did you speak with the map drawers about
conpliance with the Voting Rights Act?

A. | don't recall specifically. No.

Q And so those conmmuni cations are made

t hrough counsel ?

A. Yes.
Q Anyone el se?
A. No.

Q OCkay. Okay. Prior to the release of the
2020 census data, did you have any comruni cati ons
with other nenbers of the House about the

redi stricting process?

A. Yes.
Q And what were those communi cations?
A. W -- | met with menbers of the State
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House about their individual districts.

Q And -- and what were the -- the general
contents of those discussions?

A Every one was different. It was really
what the legislator wanted to talk to ne about. It
was al ways about his or her district, and different
i ssues, communities of interest, precincts, things
that they wanted in their new district.

Q And approxi mtely how many House nenbers
did you neet with?

A. Over 100.

Q Out of?

A. 180.

Q Did you talk to your staff about the
redi stricting process?

A Yes.

Q And what did you generally talk with your
staff about?

A. Schedul i ng, hearings and neetings, travel
pl ans.

Q VWhat about Joe Kennedy?

A. Yes.

Q And what did you talk with Senator Kennedy

A. Coordi nating our schedules for joint
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conm ttee hearings.

Q Any subst ance?
A. None outside of our nmeetings with counsel
t oget her.

Q And the LCRO, did you talk to them about
the redistricting process?

A. Yes.

Q And what were the contents of those
comruni cati ons?

A. We coordi nated their appearance at our
commttee hearings and their presentations. | also
sat with them when we nmade tweaks to the nmaps that
t hey had drawn, for part of the tine.

Q Okay. Approximately how many tines did
you neet with themto tweak the maps?

A. Two to three, two to four tines.

Q And did you neet with themprior to --
prior to the tinme when you -- when the maps were

publ i shed or only after they are published to tweak

t henf?

A | do not renmenber that. It was all so
conpressed there toward the end. | don't renmenber
t hat .

Q And in those neetings that tweaked the

maps, do you recall who was there fromthe LCRO
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staff?

A. G na Wi ght.

Q Anyone el se?
A Bri an Kni ght may have been there for sone
of the time. | think those are the only two staff

menbers fromthat office who were there.
Q Do you recall if Dan O Conner was there?
A. He was not .

Q Do -- do you know what his -- his position

I s?

A | don't.

Q All right. Do you know himat all?

A. Oh, yes.

Q Okay. And why -- why were you in those
nmeetings to -- to tweak the maps?

A. | was there to communi cate the map drawers
the requests that had been nade by the | egislators
to me.

Q And they would try and inplenent those

requests?
A. Yes.
Q Can you -- and was anyone else in those

neeti ngs aside from G na Wight, Brian Knight, and
yoursel f?

A. Al ways either Brian Tyson or Loree~Anne
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Par adi se or the two of them together.

Q Okay. Did you talk to your constituents
about redistricting before the census data was
rel eased?

A. | may have communicated with ny
constituents through a digital newsletter about the
process com ng up, but I don't -- | don't recal
specifically speaking about it with constituents.

Q Do you receive -- did you receive any
communi cations from your con- -- constituent about
redistricting before the census data was rel eased?

A. Yes, yes, Yyes. | received emails from

constituents and | responded to them

Q Okay. What was the general tenor of those
comment s?
A. They were all over the place. | -- nost

of the emails that | got were actually not from ny
constituents; they were from other Georgians. And

| -- | cannot actually recall a specific. |'msure

that there were a few fromny district, but | really

cannot recall a specific one fromone of ny
constituents who email ed ne.

Q Did you talk to any outside organizations
about redistricting before the census data was

rel eased?
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A. Yes.

Q What were those organizations?

A. They reached out to us. The NAACP reached

out and provided information, and we also invited

themto our educational day; although, | don't think

t hat you-all cane.
There's another group | think called Fair
Districts Georgia. They were very active. They
conmuni cated and provided us with information.
There was anot her group that came a lot. | don't

remenber the group's nane. | renenber the person,

Cindy Battles. She was quite communicative. That's

all 1 can remenber right now. There may have been
nor e.

Q And so, for exanple, when you said Fair
Districts provide a | ot of information, what was
that information?

A. | don't recall the specifics, but
basically they pronoted changi ng the whol e
redistricting process and gui delines and outcones.

Q Did you review that information provided
at the tinme?

A | did.

Q Did you incorporate it at all into your

work on the Redistricting Commttee?
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A No.

Q Did you reach out to any | obbyists about
redi stricting before the census data was rel eased?

A. | -- I don't recall that. Going back,
the -- the NCSL we al so spoke with because they cane
to our educational day.

Q. Is that -- that's the National Conference
of State Legislatures?

A. Yes.

Q Did you talk to any business groups about
redistricting?

A. | don't recall that, no.

Q Chanber of Commrerce?

A. | -- 1 don't think so. If I did, it was
very general. | never gave specific information. |
really tried not to do that before the process
started.

Q So ot her than communications, did you take
any action with respect to the redistricting process
before the rel ease of the 2020 census data?

A. | met with nmenbers, which was very tine
consum ng, and | had the town halls where |I travel ed
around the state.

Q Going for a nonent to those conversations

wi th menbers.
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So nmenbers would conme to you with requests
for their district and then you would comrmuni cate

t hose requests to the LCRO?

A. Yes, but not after each neeting.

Q You woul d sunmmari ze after a nunber of
meeti ngs?

A. No. It was after all of the neetings were
conpl et e.

Q Okay.

A. And after the first draft of the maps were

made.

Q Okay. And did you -- did you screen out
any -- strike that.

Did you provide to the LCRO all the
information that was provided to you by the nmenbers?

A. | orally communicated with them what was
requested, by review ng ny notes.

Q And -- and you would -- would you
generally communi cate everything that a nenber
request ed?

A. Yes. But if a menber provided ne with
papers, | did not provide that to the |legislative --
or the Redistricting Ofice.

Q Okay. But you did convey the information?

A. Yes.
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Q And did they -- were -- were they able to
i ncorporate that -- those requests into their map
drawi ng?

A Not all of them

Q Did they tell you which ones would and
woul dn't be honored?

A. Yes. We -- we worked on it together. And
then they also worked on it outside of our neeting
when sonet hing took a | ot |onger, but yes.

Q And what was your role in -- in working on
t hat ?

A. To try to get as many of the | egislators'

requests inplenmented as -- as feasible while still

conplying with the | aw.

Q OCkay. So you woul d communi cate requests
and the LCRO would say, "W -- we can acconmodat e
t hese but not these." | imagine it's all -- it can
be -- it's not possible to accommopdate all requests.

And so how do you decide which ones to

accommodat e and whi ch ones not to accommobdat e?

A. We worked on themand tried to accommodat e
themthere in the neeting, and sone were just not
f easi bl e.

Q Okay. But would you say you attenpted to

accommodat e as many as possi bl e?
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A Yes.
Q And do you recall approximtely how
many -- how many of those requests were accommopdat ed

and were not accommodat ed?

A. | -- 1 do not.

Q Do you recall any particular districts in
whi ch | egislators made requests that were not
accommodat ed?

A. No.

Q | suppose that's fair.

Did any legislators conplain to you
afterward that their requests were not accommmodat ed?

A. No.

Q Okay. |I'mgoing to introduce this next
docunent as Exhibit 2. Just give ne a m nute.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2 was marked for

I dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q This is LEG S00002892.

And have you reviewed the docunent?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. And is this a nenorandum sent by
you to the LCRO --

A Yes.

Q -- commttee nenbers?
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A Conmm ttee nenbers, yes.

Q And it's dated June 1, 20217?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Can you read the second paragraph
for ne, please?

A. "We received total popul ati on nunbers for
our state April 26, 2021. W have been infornmed by
t he census and our data vendors that the antici pated
date for receiving sone detail ed popul ati on nunbers
within each state is md to |ate August 2021 with
all data arriving by the end of Septenber 2021. W
are, therefore, limted in the work that our
commttee can do until we receive this detailed
census data."

Q Okay. Okay. And so once you received
that data in August -- | guess, what data -- what
data did you receive in August?

A | don't recall specifically. | renmenber
t he Reapportionnent O fice referring to it as | egacy
data. | don't know what that neans.

Q Okay. And was there anything that could
be done with that data in August before the full
data arrived in Septenber?

A. | wouldn't know that nyself. | just know

what | was told.
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Q And -- and did you take any action with
regard to redistricting between the tinme when you
recei ved the August data but before you received the
Sept enber data?

A. | believe yes.

Q And what was that?

A. | continued to have neetings with

i ndi vi dual menbers.

Q Did you take any action with regard to map
drawi ng - -

A. No.

Q -- at that tinme?

A No, | did not.

Q Did you look at any maps in that tinme?

A. No. Well, other than maps that a nenber

woul d have shown nme. Their current map, maybe what
they wanted. Sonething |like that.

Q But not a -- a new draft.

A No.

Q Okay. Wen -- when did you first see a
draft map?

A. It was during the 2021 special session
shortly before the commttee neeting where |
presented it, and | don't remenber if it was the day

before or if it was two days before. Because |
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can't recall if we inplenmented | egislators'
requested -- requests before then or after then. So
it was days at the nost.

Q Days before the --

A. Committee nmeeting where | presented it.

Q Okay. And who first -- who drew that
first map?
The Redistricting Ofice.
Wul d that be G na Wight?

> O >

Her office.

Q Had you tal ked about the draft map at all
before you saw it, wth the LCRO?

A Well, yeah. We were asking when we were
going to have it.

Q Did you tal k about anything with regard to

t he substance of the map?

A. | did not.

Q And where were you when you first saw
that -- the map?

A. | don't recall.

Q Wul d t hat have been in the LCRO office?

A. It could have been. |If | saw it on the
conputer, that's where it was. |If | saw it on
paper, it could have been anywhere. | just don't
recall.
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Q Did you provide any input after seeing a
first draft?

A. That's what | can't renenber, if -- yeah,
| think -- yes, | think | did. Yeah. That's when
we i npl enmented changes, but | don't know that | saw
the whole thing. | did not. | only saw pieces.

Q | s that because the whole nmap wasn't
conpl et ed?

A. Right. It can't be. Because every tine
we woul d make one change, it would have a cascadi ng
effect. So | don't think | saw the whole map until
after we inplenented the | egislator changes.

Q And when woul d that have been?

A. That's what | told you. | don't renmenber.

Q Did you -- did you provide any input on
t he maps ot her than comrmuni cating the requests from

the | egislators?

A. No.
Q O any ki nd?
A No.

Q To your know edge, when did the nmap
drawing for the redistricting process begin?

A. It's ny understanding that it began after
recei pt of the census data.

Q I n Septenber of 20217
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A | woul d assune.
Q Did you have communi cati on with other
menbers of the House Commttee as to how the map

drawi ng process woul d work?

A. V\hen?

Q Prior to drawing of the map?

A. We had the educational neeting, and during
that nmeeting | may have. It was a | earning process
for all of us. We were all -- not all, not

everyone, but nost of us were newto it, so we were
all learning as we went.
Q So we tal ked about how t he LCRO was

responsible for drawing the first draft?

A Yes.

Q Do you know what -- what software was
used?

A | do not.

Q Do you know what data was considered in

drawi ng that map?

A | know the census data was consi der ed.

Q Do you know whet her partisan data was
consi der ed?

A. | believe it was, yes.

Q Okay. And how was it used?

A That's what | -- | don't know, and | don't
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know who had input into that.
Q Do you know whet her racial data was used?
A. If it needed to be in order to conply with

the Voting Rights Act, then it would have been.

Q For any other reason?
A. | have no idea.
Q And approxi mately how many neetings did

you have regarding the actual draw ng of the map
after you saw the first draft?

A It was -- like | said before, I"'mreally
ki nd of guessing at a range. Two to three, maybe
four.

Q And at each of those neetings, were you

conmuni cating the requests of the nmenbers to the map

dr awer s?
A. Yes.
Q And did you conmuni cate anything else in

t hose neetings?

A. No.

Q Was anyt hing el se communi cated to you by
t he LCRO?

A. No. | nmean just, you know, we -- we were

work together in trying to inplenent the requests.
So we would tal k about that process as was it was

goi ng on.
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Q And -- and what was your role in that
process?
A. Real ly just to communicate the requests to

the nmenbers. Probably was very instructional for
nme, too, to see how one tiny change can really
create other problens. |[It's a very tedious process.

Q And so you had no other requests or
communi cati ons aside from comuni cating the requests
of the legislators you spoke to?

A. Ri ght .

Q You testified there were approxi mtely two
to three neetings that you had.

Do you recall if Jan -- Representative Jan

Jones was at all of those neetings?

A No, | don't think she was at all of them

Q Do you recall approximtely how many she
was at ?

A At | east one.

Q Per haps two?

A Maybe. | -- 1 really don't know.

Q Okay. |'mnow going to show you what |'m

going to mark as Exhibit --
MR. MELLMAN:. You know, before -- before
we continue, we've been going for about an

hour. This is a good tine for a break.
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THE W TNESS: Okay. Thanks.
MR. MELLMAN. We'll go off the record.
VI DEOGRAPHER: The tine is 10:22. W are
going off the video record.
(OFf the record.)
VI DEOGRAPHER:  10: 37. W are back on
vi deo record.
BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q Okay. Representative Rich, thank you.
|"mjust going to go back and ask a -- a
coupl e of questions about things we discussed before
if that's all right?
A. Yes. And | also just renenbered
sonet hi ng.
When you asked ne at the very begi nning of
t he deposition -- sorry | forgot to tell you this --
if I had testified before. | have served as a
guardian ad litemand | have testified in that
capacity. | don't know if that changes anything but
do remenber that.
Q What court was that?
A. Superior Court of OGm nnett County.
Q And just one tine?
A No. It's been nore than one tine. Child

custody cases is what they were.
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Q Okay. Thank you very nuch. Ckay.
So if you recall in Exhibit 1 we |ooked at
your handwitten notes where you identified the nane
of Dr. Tom Brunell.

Do you renenber that?

A Yes.

Q Do you know anyt hi ng about Dr. Brunell?

A. | don't.

Q Are you aware that he had been proposed to

| ead the 2020 census for the Trunp Adm nistration?

A | did not know that.

Q And did you ever beconme aware that he
ultimately was not appointed to that role after it
was reported that he had helped to racially
gerrymander the district?

A | am not aware of that.

Q " mgoing to mark as Exhibit 3 a docunent
starting LEGQ S00000312.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 3 was marked for

I dentification.)

BY MR MELLMAN:

Q And, Representative Rich, these are the --
can you tell ne what this docunent is?

A These appear to be the 2021 committee

gui del i nes.
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Q For the -- the commttee?

A Yes.

Q And you're famliar with these guidelines?

A. | was at one point.

Q Okay. If you to turn to the second page,
| ooking at bullet Il A 3, can you read that bullet,
pl ease?

A. "Al'l plans adopted by the Commttee wll

conply with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, as anended."

Q Okay. And so is it your understandi ng
that conpliance with the VRA was one of the criteria
for the redistricting guidelines for the 2021
sessi on?

A Yes.

Q What was your understanding of why there
was a criteria?

A Because it's the | aw

Q And there are a nunber of other criteria

| i sted here?

A. Yes.

Q How -- how did you prioritize these
criteria?

A well, I -- 1 didn't because | didn't draw

t he maps, but ny understandi ng was that the | aw was

Page 69

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
o A W N B O © 00 N O U b~ wWw N +—» O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 227 Filed 03/20/23 Page 70 of 377

the first and nost inportant goal followed by
other -- other criteria.

Q And in your role as Chair, what did you do
to ensure conpliance with the VRA?

A. | asked nmy |awer to verify that the maps
that we were proposing conplied with the |aw.

Q We tal ked earlier about black voting age
popul ation tipping points in particular districts.

Do you recall ever being present when a

di scussi on of those tipping points were taking
pl ace?

A. No.

Q Do you recall ever hearing the LCRO talk

about it --
A. No.
Q -- anongst thensel ves?
A. No.
Q And in the -- in the neetings you sat in

in the LCRO and based on your personal know edge,
who actually -- who was the individual that -- that
physically drew the maps or digitally drew the maps?
A. When | was in there, G na Wight worked on
it and Brian Knight also worked on it.
Q And did you ever neet with G na Wight or

anyone el se fromthe LCRO outside the presence of
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counsel ?

A. No.

Q So every tinme you went into the LCRO
of fice, counsel was there?

A. Yes.

Q Did you ever neet wwith G na Wight or
ot her nmenbers of her team outside that LCRO office?

A. Well, | don't think so. | nean,
| ogi stically, you know, ny office was next to
theirs. So they would deliver things to ne, nmaps,
but we didn't have substantive neetings if that's
what you're asking.

Q Okay. So all the neetings you did have
were in the presence of counsel ?

A Yes.

Q Okay. We tal ked before about the -- the
tweaks made to the maps after you woul d convey
comruni cations fromthe | egislators.

How were those tweaks nmade?

A. We were sitting around a conference room
table with the portion of the map that we were
wor ki ng on on the screen, and we woul d tal k about
what was requested. And G na or Brian would do
sonmet hi ng, make clicks, to make that change happen.

And then that would result in other changes. And so
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they would try to address those issues. So that's
the way it was done.

Q In terms of the -- the data that was used
in the map drawi ng, are you aware of whether data

was used at the census bl ock | evel ?

A. " mnot aware. | know | heard that term
Q VWhat do you understand that termto nean?
A | don't really -- | don't really have an
understanding. | just know that that term was used.
Q Do you know what data was avail able at the

census bl ock | evel ?
A. | don't.
Q Do you know whet her partisan data was

avai |l abl e?

A | don't know.
Q Raci al data?
A | don't know.
Q In any of the neetings with the LCRO, was

t here any di scussion about the BVAP tipping points
we di scussed?

A. No.

Q You weren't present for any discussion
about that?

A No.

Q You said you net with around 100
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| egislators in the general assenbly.

Coul d you give nme approximtely a
breakdown of how many of those nenbers were
Republ i can and how many were Denocrats that you net
with?

A. | seemto recall, fromny remarks in the
Well, that there were 10 or 11 Denocrats that | net
with and over 100 Republi cans.

Q Do you know why nostly Denocrats did not
meet with you?

A Their | eadership told ne that they were
instructed -- that they instructed their nmenbers to
not meet with ne.

Q But approximately 10 of them di d?

A. Yes.

Q Do you know why those did?

A. | think those people -- | -- | nean, |
don't know what notivated them but they just were
interested in their districts.

Q Do you know why the other |egislators were
instructed not to neet with you?

A | don't know.

Q Did you ever ask?

A Yes, | did.

Q. And who did you ask?
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A. Probably Billy Mtchell. And then | think
there were other |egislators, Denocrat |egislators,
who had told ne they had been instructed to not neet
with nme.

Q And who is Billy Mtchell?

A. He was in the | eadership for the mnority
party.

Q And so you asked himwhy they were
instructed not to neet with you and what was his
response?

MR, JAUGSTETTER: " mgoing to assert an
objection. You're asking her to reveal what
anot her | egi sl ator said about the |egislative
process. That legislator to ny know edge has
not waived his legislative privilege, and |'m
going to instruct the witness not to answer
t hat questi on.

BY MR. MELLMAN

Q Okay. You said you received approxi mately
10 requests fromthe mnority party.

Did you communi cate those requests to the

LCRO?
A. Yes.
Q Did you neet with Mnority Leader Beverly

about any concerns he had about his particular
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district?

A | don't recall.

Q Did you -- did you neet with himat all in
the timeline of that redistricting process?

A. | don't recall. If I did, | would have
notes frommnmy neeting that woul d have been produced.
Q " mgoing to now i ntroduce Exhibit 4.

Just one nonent.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 4 was marked for

I dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN

Q Take a | ook at that.

And | apol ogi ze. Before | ask you about
t hat docunent, |I'mjust going to go back and ask one
nor e question.

Whul d you say that the requests of the
mnority party nenbers that you did neet wth about
their districts, were those able to be accommpdat ed
at roughly the sane rate as the majority party
requests?

A. A higher rate. | do know that we were
able to accommpdate at | east one request from every
si ngl e Denocrat nmenber who net with ne.

Q Approxi mately how many -- you said one

request .

Page 75

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
o A W N B O © 00 N O U b~ wWw N +—» O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 227 Filed 03/20/23 Page 76 of 377

How many requests did -- did they nake?
A. Sonme made one. | don't know how many, you
know, what the maxi num nunber was.
Q Okay.
A. Not a | ot.
Q OCkay. And that -- and now -- we're going
to go to this docunent now.
Do you recognize this docunent?
A. | -- | recognize it as printouts of maps
t hat came out of our Redistricting Ofice, and it's
titled "Drafts Georgia Congressional District.”
Q OCkay. Are you aware of what map this is
or who -- who designed this map?
A. | woul d assunme, since you have it, we
produced it and it was -- it was drawn by our
Redi stricting O fice.
Q Okay. |I'mgoing to represent to you that
this is the draft that was put forward by
Senat or Kennedy and Li eutenant Governor Duncan
regardi ng the Congressional districts on
Sept enber 27.
Are you aware of the publication of that
map?
A I am

Q And is this the first map you revi ewed of
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t he Georgia Congressional district?
A Yes.
Q When did you first see this proposed map?
A. | don't renmenber. Probably -- it was
definitely after it was published to the public.
Q Okay. So sonetine after Septenmber 277
A. If that was after it was made public on

t he website.

Q Were you aware that this map was being
dr awn?

A. No.

Q Senat or Kennedy hadn't nentioned it to
you?

A No.

Q Okay. Do you have an understandi ng of who
drew this map?

A | would assume that it was our
Redi stricting Office with input from Senator Kennedy
and maybe nenbers of their | eadership, but | don't
know.

Q And did -- did you have any role in
drawi ng any parts of this plan?

A No.

Q Did you review this plan in detail once it

was published?
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A. Somewhat. Not -- | nean, detail, that's
relative. But | did reviewit, yes.

Q And what -- what were your concl usions
about it?

A. The only thing that | renmenber is that
they -- they nade a division sonewhere up in the
northern part of the state that a | ot of the people
spoke out about in our public town halls. | can't
remenber now what it was. | thought they divided
Pi ckens County, but it doesn't look |like they did
here, so | -- | don't renenber.

Q Did you have a view on whether -- on -- on
the -- the quality of this map?

A. No.

Q Did you use a particular software to
review the districts?

A No.

Q You just | ooked at the map printed out?

A. Correct.

Q Did you consi der any data when you | ooked
at the map?

A No.

Q Did you consider any redistricting
criteria when you | ooked at this map?

A. No.
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Q Did you have any concerns about this map?

A. No, | didn't give any thought to that.

Q Did you provide any feedback on this map?

A. No.

Q You didn't speak to Senat or Kennedy about
it?

A Not that | recall.

Q Or Li eutenant Governor Duncan?

A No.

Q O anyone fromtheir offices?

A. No.

Q Did anyone el se ask you about this map

after it was published?

A. Not that | recall. People were discussing
the fact that it existed, but |I don't have specific
recol | ecti on of conversations.

Q And is it fair to say you reviewed this
map just by |l ooking at -- looking at it and that was
pretty nmuch the sumtotal of your anal ysis?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And so you didn't provide any input
on it to anyone?

A No.

Q Okay. |I'mgoing to do the next exhibit.

| believe -- | believe we're on Exhibit 5.
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(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 5 was marked for

i dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q Just one nonment.
Do you recogni ze this map, once you' ve had
a monent to take a | ook?
COURT REPORTER: I'msorry. You broke up
at the end of your question.
MR. MELLMAN:  Sorry.
BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q | said do you recognize this map once
you' ve had a nonent to take a | ook?

A. It's titled "Draft - Georgia House
Districts.” So I'massum ng that we produced this
in response to your docunent request.

Q So I'"'mgoing to represent to you that this
iIs a map that you published on -- a draft that you

publ i shed on Novenber 2 of the CGeorgia State House.

A. Okay.

Q. Do you recall putting forth that map?
A. Yes.

Q. Okay. All right.

MR. MELLMAN:. Yeah, yeah. Sorry. One
nmonent .

MR. JAUGSTETTER. Aryeh, will you be
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droppi ng these into the ExhibitShare progranf?
MR. MELLMAN: | wll.
MR. JAUGSTETTER: Okay.
MR. MELLMAN: Yes, | wll. | will.
BY MR. MELLMAN

Q Okay. And to your understandi ng, who drew
this map?

A. The Redistricting Ofice.

Q Okay. And when did you first see this
proposed map?

A. So that's what | was saying earlier is
that | don't know if it was the day before, the day
of that it was published or if it was a couple of
days before because | can't recall if we inplenented
the | egislator requests before or after.

Q Okay. And when did you first see a draft
of this proposed map?

A Again, | don't -- | don't knowif it was
the day of or the day before or two or three days
before it was published.

Q And did you have any role in -- in draw ng
any parts of this plan?

A. Only -- if this reflected the | egislator
requests, then | did.

Q And woul d you say your role is |limted to
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only communi cating the | egislator requests?

A Yes.

Q You didn't have any other -- any other
role?

A No.

Q You didn't provide any other input?

A No.

Q Who asked you to -- to take on this role?

How di d you understand that to be your role?

A Wel I, the Speaker of the House asked nme to
chair the commttee.

Q Did the Speaker or anyone el se at any
point instruct you to do anything other -- with
regard to the maps other than comruni cate the nenber
requests?

A Well, chairnmen of conmttees have to hold
conm ttee neetings and have hearings. So that --
that's understood, that | would do that. Soneone,
and I don't know who, told ne about the town hall
neeti ngs because that's just always been done, so |
was told to do that. | was told to talk with our
attorney to make sure that our maps conplied with
the | aw

Q Di d anyone on your -- was anyone on your

staff involved in drawing the maps?
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A. No.

Q So it was purely the -- the LCRO office
and counsel ?

A. Yes.

Q Did you take redistricting considerations
i nto account when conceiving of this map?

A. |"msorry. | don't understand.

Q Sure. For exanple, did you -- when -- you
reviewed this map before it was published; right?

A | don't knowif | did. | don't know that

| saw the map in its entirety --

Q Okay.
A. -- before it was published. | saw --
maybe | saw sections, if -- if we nade the

| egi sl ator requests, requested changes, before it
was published. But | don't know that | saw the
whole map in its entirety before it was published.

Q For any of the pieces of the map that you
did see before it was published, did you review it
for -- to take into account conmunities of interest?

A. To the extent that that cane up in what
t he | egislator had requested, yes.

Q And what do you understand the term
“communities of interest" to nean?

A. That's a -- a broad termthat can nean a
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| ot of different things depending on the comunity.
It can nean -- the one that people talk about a I ot
is our Vidalia onion belt, those counties down

t here.

| know that in the nmountains, you know,
they -- there are certain communities up there that
didn't want to be divided by, you know -- or didn't
want to have a nountain range divide them That was
the issue.

There were sonme communities that shared a
| ot of, like, rec | eagues and schools and churches
and shopping districts. Even though they were three
or four counties, they considered thensel ves ki nd of
one -- one comunity of interest. So it could just
mean a |l ot of different things.

Q And so you reviewed the maps to account
for comunities of interest only to the extent that
the | egislators communicated that to you?

A. That's -- that was ny part in review ng
the communities of interest. Those guidelines were
definitely -- the -- the Redistricting Ofice was
directed to take those into account.

Q VWhen you're reviewi ng any piece of the map
prior to publication, did you review themto take --

take into account denographics?
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| did not.
Soci oeconom ¢ status?
| did not.

Parti sanshi p?

> O > O >

| did not, but it's my understandi ng that
t hose were consi derations taken into account by
soneone above ne.

Q That sonmeone woul d be the LCRO?

A | don't know. | -- | don't think so.
| -- | would think not. | would think it would be
soneone el se who was -- who was partisan

Q And who woul d that be?

A | -- 1 don't know. Other -- other nenbers
of | eadership, perhaps, but the Redistricting Ofice
I's not partisan.

Q Did any ot her nenbers above you in
| eadershi p have any input into the redistricting
process?

A | do not know.

Q Did they provide you with any -- did they

conmuni cate any input to you?

A. No.
Q Did you review -- when you were | ooking at
the -- this map prior to publication, did you review

the districts for conpactness?
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A | did not.

Q So when you were | ooking at the pieces of
the map you reviewed prior to publication, what were
you | ooking for?

A. | did not review the map for anything. |
was |learning the map so that | could present it in
the comm ttee hearing.

Q Did you provide any feedback to the LCRO
or anyone el se about the draft map?

A No.

Q Di d anyone ask you about the -- the draft
maps prior to their publication on Novenber 27?

A. Well, a -- a lot of people probably did.
Peopl e were probably -- you know, people were

tal ki ng about it. When are they comng out? |

don't --
(Si mul t aneous speakers - unclear.)
Q Did anyone -- did anyone ask you about
the -- what you thought about the map?
A | don't think so.
Q No one asked for your feedback on the map?
A. No.
Q Did you talk to anyone about the feed- --

about your opinions on the map?

A. No.
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Q And what did you do to prepare to present
It at the conmttee?

A. | met with ny attorneys who wal ked ne
t hrough and just kind of introduced nme to the nmap,
what was changed.

Q And did you review these maps on paper?

A Yes.

Q So did you do use -- did you use any
software to review thenf

A. No.

Q Did you have any comruni cations with
Senat or Kennedy about these maps?

A. The Georgia House districts?

Q Yeabh.
A. No.
Q VWhat about with other |egislators after

t he publication of the map on Novenber 27?

A. Yes. | don't have specific recollection,
but | egislators would conme up and coment, "Thank
you. | like ny district."

Q Di d anyone have negative feedback for you
on the map?

A | don't -- no, | don't -- oh, | do recal
one -- one legislator who did. Yes, yeah.

Q And what was that?
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A. Philip Singleton.

But it was really overwhel m ngly positive,
and a | ot of Denobcrat nenbers cane and thanked ne.

Q Did you receive any input from any
constituents about the map?

A. We had nmenbers of the public cone to
speak. | don't know that | had any of ny
constituents who cane out to speak. | may have
received sone emails, but if |I did, they were not
very many, fromny -- ny constituents.

Q You said a nonent ago that a nunber of the
Denocratic nenbers cane up to thank you.

Do you recall which ones those were?

A. | don't.

Q Do you recall approxi mately how many?

A. Probably eight to ten who went out of
their way.

Q Was that roughly -- that was roughly the

nunber that submtted requests to you?

A. It is roughly the nunber, yes.

Q Was it the sane individual s?

A. No, not --

Q Okay.

A. -- necessarily.

Q After reviewi ng the Novenmber 2 plan, did
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you forma view as to whether it presented adequate

district |lines?

A. Whet her they conplied with the | aw?

Q And other redistricting criteria.

A. It was represented to nme by ny | awers
that it did.

Q Did you performany review or analysis

i ndependent of your | awyers?

A No.

Q And aside from what we've mentioned, did
you provide any input at all on the Novenber 2 plan?

A. No.

Q Were there any nenber requests that were

not accommodated in that plan that you would have

wanted to accommodate in a subsequent plan?

A. | remenmber that there were nenber requests

that were not accommpdated that couldn't be for
what ever reason.

Q And so did you attenpt to accommpdate
those in a subsequent map?
No.
Why not ?

W were running out of tine.

o » O »

Okay. Are you aware that on Septenber

23,

2021, Governor Kenp signed a proclanmation ordering a
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speci al

| egi sl ati ve session of the general assenbly

in order to draw new maps?

A
Q

set to

A.
Q

Senat or

Yes.

And the special |egislative session was
begi n Novenmber 3 --

Yes.

-- 20217

Did you have any communi cations wth

Kennedy about the strategy for the special

| egi sl ative session?

A. | don't know what you nean by "strategy."

Q Did you talk to himat all about the
sessi on?

A We di scussed | ogistics on holding joint
conm ttee neetings.

Q Did you discuss the -- the maps at all?

A. No.

Q So only the -- the logistics of holding
t he neetings?

A Yes.

Q Approxi mately how many tinmes did you
confer about that?

A You know, | don't -- | don't even know
that he and | conferred very nmuch. |If we did, it
was in passing. |t was nostly our assistants who
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did that.
Q
the strate

A

Did you communi cate with anyone el se about
gy for the special legislative session?

l -- 1 -- 1 -- I"msorry. | don't know

what you nean by "strategy."

Q
ri ght?
A.
Q
go about t
A.
wor ki ngs o
meet i ngs.
Q
have the v
A.
That's --
ever ybody
got this g

Well, you wanted to get the bills passed,;

Yes.

Was there any di scussion on how -- how to
hat ?

No. If there were, it was just regular

f the legislature, scheduling commttee

And so were you confident that you woul d
otes to pass the bills?

| knew that | was going to work for that.
not everybody -- it's not guaranteed that
woul d vote for it. So | felt like once we

ood map and we had i npl enented every

change that we possibly could, then I felt like we

probably woul d have the votes.

Q
particul ar
the votes?

A

But did -- did you discuss with anyone any

strategies for any churn that you had in

No. | nmean, none other than just
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conplying with the law and listening to the
| egi sl ators about their districts and what was
I nportant to their comunities.

Q So you were fairly confident, even before
t he map was published, that you would have the votes
to pass it?

A. No, not necessarily. But once | saw the

map and once people were receiving it favorably, |

felt good about it. You never know till you get the
vot es.

Q So before you saw the maps, which you said
was just a -- maybe just a few days before the

speci al session, were you confident then that you
woul d have the votes to pass the maps?

A Well, no, because | didn't know what the
maps woul d ook like. | didn't -- we -- we had sone
serious popul ation loss in southwest CGeorgia which
changed a lot of things. And so, you know, | didn't
know what was going to happen. But once | saw them
| felt good about them

Q And -- and before you had seen them
t hough, you still hadn't discussed with anyone
any -- any ways to solidify your position in terns
of getting the votes?

A. Well, there was no specific conversati on,
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but we all -- everybody on the commttee wanted to
have maps that conplied with the Iaw and that net
redi stricting guidelines, and we knew that was the
key to getting the votes.

Q | " mgoing to now i ntroduce the next
exhibit. | believe we are on 6.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6 was marked for

I dentification.)
BY MR MELLMAN:

Q Do you recognize this map?

A. It appears to be a map that was produced

by our Redistricting Ofice.

Q And I'll represent to you that this is the
S.B. 2EX --

A. Okay.

Q -- Congressional map.

A. Okay.

Q When did you first see this proposed map?

A. The day or -- the day it was published or
the day before it was published. Very -- very close
in tinme.

Q Did you see any drafts of it before it was
publ i shed?

A No.

Q To your know edge, who drew this map?
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A. The Redistricting Ofice.

Q Okay. And -- and you discussed that the
map was drawn -- both the State House map and
Congressional district map were drawn by the LCRO
and -- and with attorneys present.

And is it your testinony that the first
drafts of the map were all drawn by unel ected
officials?

A. That 1s my understandi ng.

Q Okay. Did you have concerns about that?

A No.

Q Why not ?

A We had retained counsel to ensure that we
conplied with the | aw

Q Okay. Moving back to this map, do you
know whet her any subm ssions -- any external

subm ssions were taken into account in drawing this

map?

A Li ke witten subm ssions?

Q Li ke ot her proposed maps.

A | -- 1 don't -- | don't know about that,
no.

Q Okay. Do you know whet her any external
consultants or |lawers were hired to assist with

drawi ng this map?
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A. | don't know if there were any others than
t he ones that had been representing us throughout
it.

Q And that's the | egal counsel that we
di scussed prior to --

A Yes.

Q. No ot her consultants?

A. Not that |I'm aware.

Q Do you know the tine frame in which this
map was drawn?

A. It was after the Senate's proposed
Congr essi onal map.

Q So it wasn't even -- no one even started
drawing it until after the Senate map was proposed?

A. Correct.

Q And do you recall when that was?

A. When the Senate map was proposed?

Q Uh- huh.

A. | don't renmenber, but it's whenever it was

put on the website.
Q Okay. Did you have any neetings regarding

the drawi ng of this map?

A. Yeah, | believe so.
Q And what were those neetings?
A. Where we tried to acconmodate sonme of the
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requests that we had heard in the -- the town halls,

and that was the Pickens County issue that |

remenbered. VWhen | see this map, | renenber that.
Q And who -- who was in those neetings?
A That woul d have been --
COURT REPORTER: I'msorry. | didn't hear

t he questi on.
BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q VWho was in those neetings?
A. That woul d have been our -- our |awer.

don't know if anybody fromredistricting was there

or not. They may have been.
Q When you say "fromredistricting," you
mean the --

A. Redi strict --

Q -- the LCRO?
A Yes.
Q And approxi mately how many neetings would

t hat have been?
A One or two.
Q And were those before the nmap was

publ i shed or after?

A. | believe before.
Q So -- so you did see the map before it was
publ i shed?
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A No, | didn't say that. | said | had
neetings with people.

Q About the map?

A Yeah.

Q But you hadn't seen the actual --

A About - -

Q -- map?

A. Ri ght. About what the map woul d contai n.
Okay. So you didn't have any comrents on

the -- the map as actually drawn --

A. No.

Q -- or drafted?

A. Uh- uh.

Q Okay. Did you have any role in draw ng
any parts of this map?

A No.

Q Did you provide any input into the draw ng
of this map?

A. None ot her than just discussing sone of
t he requests that were made.

Q And so that was the only, as we've been
di scussi ng, the requests that those particul ar
menbers had made?

A No. This would have been -- | renenber

requests fromthe town halls with respect to the
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congressi onal map.
Q Okay. And so those would have been from
constituents?

A. Not my constituents --

Q Yeah.

A. -- but Georgia residents.

Q From any nonprofit or other groups?

A | don't renmenber.

Q And so when in particular was the -- the

feedback fromthe town halls that you were
di scussing to provide on these maps?

A. The only one that | can specifically
remenber is the Pickens County issue, and now I
can't renmenber exactly what it was. But | do see
that it's different in this mp than it was in the
Senat e- proposed map. So whatever it was, we
accommodated it.

Q And you -- you asked the LCRO to
accommpdat e t hat request?

A. Yes. O it would have been asked in a --
a neeting or a general conversation.

Q WAs anyone on -- in your staff involved in
i nput on this map in any other way than what we
di scussed?

A. My staff. |I'mnot sure to whomyou're
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referring.
Q Anyone in your -- in your office.
A. So there was one part-tine secretary. No.

Q Okay. And when you did review this map,
did you review it sort of on paper or digitally?

A On paper.

Q Did you ever sit in the LCRO office and

review this map digitally?

A No.

Q. Not after it was published?

A | don't think so.

Q Were you aware of any feedback on this map

bei ng communi cated to the LCRO?

A No.

Q Did any nmenbers nention to you that they
had feedback on this map?

A | don't recall that.

Q What about did you talk to Senat or

Kennedy -- Senator Kennedy about this map?
A No.
Q So no one asked you to confer about these

maps after they were published?
A Confer with whonf
Q Wth you.
A No.
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Q And did you ask anyone to confer about
t hen??

A. We had public hearings on them so yes.

Q After they were published?

A. Yes, yes.

Q Did you | ook at any underlying data on
this map when you were reviewing it?

A. | may have done that in preparation for

ny

presentations in commnittee or in the House chanber.

Q And what data did you | ook at?
A You provided data here that the

Redistricting Ofice provides with the maps. So if

| did review data, it would have been this data.

Q Woul d there have been any other data that

you | ooked at?

A Not ne.

Q And if anyone was | ooking at other data,
to your know edge that would be the LCRO and
counsel ?

A | really don't know who it could be.

Q Okay. Did you ask to | ook at any nore
data when reviewing this map?

A No.

Q And did you present this map in the

comm ttee?
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A.

Q.
t hat ?

A.

wal ked ne

Q

> O > O >

Q

| believe | did.

Okay. And how did you prepare to present

Counsel . Il met with counsel, and they

t hrough the map and gave ne information.
Approxi mately how nmany tinmes?

| would think just once.

Ckay. For how | ong?

Maybe 30 to 40 m nutes.

And woul d that have been with M. Tyson?
Or Loree~Anne Par adi se.

In your review of the map, did you forma

view as to whether it presented suitable

Congressional district lines?

A. Based upon ny | awers' advice, yes.

Q Did you have any concern about the map?

A No.

Q Are you aware -- were you aware that this
was different -- that this map was different from

the plan that we | ooked at previously published by

Li eut enant Governor Duncan and Senator Kennedy?

A.
Q

Yes.

What i s your understandi ng of the

di fferences between those two maps?

A

The only one that | can renmenber was the
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Pi ckens County i ssue.

Q Okay. And do you have a view as to which
map | ooks better?

A Well, in that regard, | think the one that
was passed was because it satisfied the -- the
Pi ckens County constituents.

Q Did you have -- are you aware of any ot her
di fferences between the two maps?

A | don't recall them

Q Do you have a view as to which map
respected the redistricting guidelines adopted by
the legislature that we | ooked at?

A. | don't have an opinion. | would assune
t hey both did.

Q And aside fromthe Pickens County issue,
do you have an awareness of any other differences
bet ween the two maps?

A | don't -- 1 don't recall them |'msure
there were sone, but | don't recall. There are just
an infinite nunber of ways that one could draw a
map.

Q Once this map was published, was there
ever a town hall held to discuss it?

A. No. We had public hearings, though, that

were here at the Capitol.
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Q And what was the nature of the public
heari ngs?

A. Well, we presented the -- the map,

di scussed it. W had |egislators ask questions.
Menmbers of the public speak to it. Just a typical
comm ttee hearing.

Q. And aside from what we've discussed
al ready, did anyone ask you to provide any concerns
or input as to S.B.~2EX?

A No.

Q And did you provide any unsolicited input
on the S.B.~2EX?

A. No.

Q Were you aware of any communi cati ons about
the map drawi ng process for S.B.~2EX that we've not
al ready di scussed?

A Not that | can recall.

Q And to your awareness, do you recall any
di scussi on about redistricting guidelines being
consi dered when drawi ng this map?

A. Well, we discussed that -- that they would
be conplying with the guidelines.

Q VWhat about the -- the sort of non-Iegal
gui delines like communities of interest?

A. Yes, yes.
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Q Dem -- anything relating to denographics?

A Well, to the extent that it would refl ect
upon communities of interest or conpliance with the
|l aw, the Voting Rights Act, then yes, those would be
consi der ed.

Q What about keeping county lines intact?

A. That is a priority that we tried to -- you
can't always, but yes, respecting the | ocal
jurisdictional lines was one of the guidelines.

Q And what about city |ines?

A. To a | esser extent. OF course, counties
trump cities, and historically Georgia has used the
counties. But that was sone -- a request that we
had heard in the town halls, so we did try with al
of our maps to keep cities whole as nuch as
practi cabl e.

Q And did you conmmuni cate to the nmap drawers
requests to keep cities and counties whol e?

A. Well, the map drawers were aware of all of
our guidelines. They were provided those
gui del i nes.

Q Okay. And it's your understandi ng they
respected those?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever discuss them-- discuss those
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guidelines with the commttee staff?

A. We -- we definitely discussed the county
and city guidelines because it was sonet hi ng that
required sone extra nighttime and weekend hours from
G na Wight, and she worked really hard on trying to
do that.

Q. And what -- what did those discussions
entail ?

A. Just that she was going to try to -- to
keep as many cities as possible whole w thout
j eopardi zi ng the higher-ranking guidelines like the

Constitutional and Voting Rights Act --

Q And - -

A. -- issues.

Q And did you conmmuni cate that to her,
that --

A | don't renmenmber who comunicated it
first. She -- | believe she was present at nost of

the town halls, and when she wasn't present, she --
| think she attended via Zoom So she -- she heard
everyt hi ng, too.

Q Okay. But you -- did you nmake any
recommendati ons to her outside of the guidelines
t hat we di scussed and the nenber requests?

A. No.

Page 105

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N B

N N N N NN PP P P PR PP R Rr R
o A W N P O © 00O N O Ol M W N +—, O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 227 Filed 03/20/23 Page 106 of 377

Q Did she raise anything with you that she
was interested in outside of the guidelines and the
menber requests?

A No.

Q So we | ook- -- we | ooked at two
Congressi onal maps, the Septenber 27 and these
S. B. ~2EX maps.

Aside fromthose maps, are you aware of

any ot her version of a Congressional map that was

pr oposed?

A. | think the Denpbcratic caucus proposed
maps.

Q Are you aware of any others aside from
t hose?

A No.

Q Any ot her drafts?

A. No. Do you nean | egi sl ator-proposed?

Q Yeabh.

A. Yeah. No, |'m not aware of |egislator --

ot her | egi sl ator-proposed nmaps.

Q Had you | ooked at any other proposed
drafts that the LCRO prepared?

A. No.

Q So just the -- the S.B.~2EX?

A. Yes.
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Q Did you have any involvenent in draw ng
the State Senate maps?

A No.

Q Who was in charge of that?

A. The Senat e.

Q And Senat or Kennedy?

A Well, I don't -- | don't know what role he
took, but it's just the Senate -- they take the | ead
on preparing their maps. The House takes the |ead
on preparing their maps.

Q Did you have any discussions with any
senators or the LCRO about the Senate maps?

A. No.

Q I n any of your neetings with the LCRO,
were you shown Senate maps?

A | don't think so.

Q Did you ever speak to Senator Kennedy
about the Senate maps?

A. | don't think I did. If | did, it would
have been to prepare for ny presenting it in the
House Chanber.

Q So you presented the Senate maps as wel |
I n the House Chanber?

A Yes.

Q And what else did you do to prepare for
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t hat presentation?
A. | probably watched
Senat e.

Q When did you first

A. | don't recall.

Q Wuld it have been
publ i shed officially?

A It could have been
probably woul d not have gone

Q And woul d you have

wer e published?

his presentation in the

see the Senate maps?

once when they were

that early, but |

to | ook at them t hen.

seen them before they

A. No.

Q When you saw them the Senate maps, did
you provide any feedback on those maps?

A No.

Q Did you i ndependently assess themin any

way before voting on then?

A. No.

Q Did you talk to anyone about

t hent?

A Qur | awyers who -- who said that they
satisfied the -- the |egal requirenents.

MR, MELLMAN: Ckay. | think we're going
to take another break now. It's been about an
hour, if that's all right.

VI DEOGRAPHER: The tine is 11:31. W are
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goi ng off the video record.
(OFf the record.)
VI DEOGRAPHER: We're back on the video
record. The tinme is 12:50.
BY MR MELLMAN:
Q Okay. We are back on the record. Good
af t er noon.
" mgoing to just ask a couple of
gquestions about things we discussed earlier.
We had tal ked about, at | ength, how you
worked with | egislative counsel on -- on the
redi stricting process.
VWho made the decision to hire counsel ?
A Qut si de counsel ?

Q (Nodded head.)

A. It's ny understanding that it was someone

in | eadership for the majority party. It could have

been the Speaker's office but |'m not certain.
Q And were you consulted on that at all?

A. No.

Q Did you provide any input about it at all?

A. No.
Q And you tal ked about neetings with the
LCRO where you would -- or they would tweak the

districts according to nmenbers' requests.
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Did you have any requests about your own

district?

A. Did | have requests?

Q (Nodded head.)

A. Yes, | did.

Q And did you conmmuni cate those to the LCRO?

A Yes.

Q And what were those requests?

A. | wanted my district to include part of
Hall County. It had to nove north. W knew that.

So it could have gone one of two ways or sone
conbi nation of that. So | just wanted it to include
Hal | County.

Q And why did you want it to include Hal
County?

A. Because a substantial number of ny

constituents were noving fromny district up into

Hal | County.
Q OCkay. And was that request accommpbdat ed?
A. Yes.
Q Okay. |I'mgoing to mark for

identification Exhibit 7.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 7 was marked for

I dentification.)
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BY MR. MELLMAN

Q "1l ask you to take a |l ook and see if you

recogni ze this map.
Do you recogni ze the map?

A. So |l -- 1 just recognize it as a map that
canme from our Reapportionnent O fice.

Q Okay. |I'll represent to you that this is
t he HB1EX State House Redistricting Map.

A. Okay.

Q Do you recall the date that the House
redistricting plan was first considered during the
special |egislative session?

A. This map?

Q. Yes.

A | don't.

Q Did you have hearings on this map?

A. Yes.

Q Approxi mately how many heari ngs?

A | think two. Could have been three but
t hi nk two.

Q And what was the content of those
heari ngs?

A. The first hearing we introduced the nmap
and discussed it and entertained questions from

comm ttee nenbers, | believe. And then the second
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heari ng, we took public commentary.

Q Did you respond to the public commentary
at those neetings?

A No.

Q To your know edge, who drew this map?

A. The Reapportionment O fice.

Q And who instructed themto draw t he maps

in the first instance?

A | don't know.

Q Did you instruct themto draw maps?

A. No.

Q Do you know if -- do you know who el se

m ght have instructed themto draw a map?

A. | -- I really don't.

Q Woul d they have just started -- started
drawing the map of their own volition?

A. | -- they may have. | don't know who the
director answers to. She m ght report to -- | nean,
| don't know who she reports to, but whoever she

reports to would -- m ght have been the person who

directed her to start. | would assume that would be

the chief of staff for the -- of the House but I
don't know.
Q Okay. So is it your best guess that

soneone in the Speaker's office would have
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instructed themto start to draw the map?
A. And it woul d have been just a guess.
Q Wul d the sanme be true of the
Congr essi onal map?
A. Yes.
Q That you don't know who instructed themto

draw the map in the first instant?

A | don't.

Q. O if anyone --

A Ri ght .

Q -- instructed thenf
A Ri ght .

Q Do you know whether this map you're
| ooki ng at, whether the drawers of the map took into
account XM. subm ssions in draw ng the map.

A. You nmean commentary to or -- or witten

subm ssi ons?

Q Simlar proposals --

A. Ch --

Q -- map draw ngs.

A -- 1 don't know.

Q Do you know whet her any external

consultants, |awers, or |obbyists were hired to
assist with the drawing of this map?

A. | don't know of any other than the one who
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counsel ed ne to.

Q Do you know the tinme frame in which this
map was drawn?

A. It was drawn, | believe, during the
speci al session.

Q So to your know edge, did they start
drawing it during the special session?

A That 1s my understandi ng, but | don't know
t hat .

Q When did you first see a draft of any part
of the map?

A. It -- | think -- | think |I had al ready
said it was either the day that it was published or

a coupl e of days before.

Q Have you seen any other drafts at all of
this map --

A. No.

Q -- other than the one we just nentioned?

Once you saw this map, did you have any
i nput or feedback into this map?

A. Yes. That probably is the order that it
went is | saw the map and then -- | -- | really
don't know if ny feedback fromthe | egislators was
before | saw the whole map. So | don't -- | don't

know that | did have any input after | saw the whol e
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map.

Q And to the extent you had any feedback on
this map, would that have only been commruni cati ng
t hose nmenber requests that we discussed earlier?

A. It would have been, in addition to ny just
confirmng that it conplied about all the |egal
st andards and the gui deli nes.

Q And you confirnmed that by tal king to your
counsel ?

A Yes.

Q Did you do anything else to confirmthat?

A. No.

Q When you reviewed the map, did you | ook at
any underlying data on the map?

A. There's data that the Reapporti onnent
O fice provides, and yes, | would have | ooked at it
at the tinme. But it doesn't nean a lot to ne
because | don't understand it the way the map
drawers and the | awers who practice this understand

it.

Q Do you recall what data you woul d have
| ooked at?
A. | woul d have | ooked at the data that you

have provided in this exhibit, and I think there was

also -- we used data to determ ne, |ike, partisan
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I ssues. We | ooked at another el ected person, how
t hat person perfornmed in that district in a previous
el ecti on.

Q How did you cone to that data?

A. | -- 1 don't know. | think that data is
retrievable fromthe Secretary of State's office.
didn't collect it.

Q What was the purpose of using that data?

A For partisan purpose.

Q What do you nean by that?

A Because after we considered all the
other -- the legal requirenents and the guidelines,
then there was al so a partisan consideration.

Q Does that nmean you were | ooking to el ect
as many Republicans as possi bl e?

A. Well, after we finished with the | egal
requirenents, that is -- that is the name -- that is
redistricting. It's -- | think the expert in
Ceorgia says it's the nost political process that
there is or the nost partisan process that there is.

Q And who -- what -- where did you -- where
did you see that data?

A. It would be on printed sheets or when we
are | ooking at portions of the map on the conputer

screen, G na could highlight a district as it was
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drawn and it would populate all of the different

dat a.
Q And do you know how t hat data was
gat hered?
A. | don't. | nmean, like | said, | know that

it's retrievable fromthe census i nformati on and

fromthe Secretary of State's office.

Q Did you |l ook at any racial data on the
map?

A. | didn't look at it. | think it nay have
popul at ed because that was -- that was al ways

sonmething to consider with the Voting Ri ghts Act
di stricts.

Q And did you look at the map with a raci al

overl ay?

A. | -- I did not, and | don't really know
what you nmean by a "racial overlay." | know that
that is the statistical information that, | think,

the Voting Rights Act requires the map drawer to

consi der.

Q Was the partisan data used for any other
pur pose?

A. Ot her than drawi ng maps?

Q (Nodded head.)

A. | -- no -- 1 -- I"msorry. | don't
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under st and t hat questi on.
Q That's okay.
A. Okay.
Q Do you know at -- at -- at what |evel the
parti san data was avail abl e?
A What does that nmean? |'m sorry.
Q Sure. At the county level? The city
| evel ? The bl ock | evel?
A. | believe it was avail able by precinct.
Q By precinct.
Any further nore fine-grain |evels?
COURT REPORTER: More what levels? [|'m
sorry.
THE WTNESS: | don't recall if it was.
COURT REPORTER: You broke up a little.
You sai d sonet hing about nore |evels.
MR. MELLMAN: Sure. | said any further
fine-grain |evels.
COURT REPORTER: Thank you.
BY MR. MELLMAN
Q Do you know if it was avail able at the
bl ock | evel ?
A. | -- | don't know. The partisan
I nformation?

Q Yeah.
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A. | would think it would not be, but | --
because it's based on elections and -- and prinmary
participation. So | -- | don't know, but ny
educat ed guess would be no, | just don't know.

Q Do you know at what |evel the racial data

was, precinct, county block?

A. | don't know.
Q Asi de from what we've di scussed, have
you -- did you have any other role in draw ng any

ot her parts of this map?
A. No.
Q When you were | ooking at the maps in the

LCRO office, do you know what software was used?

A. | don't.
Q So were there any other drafts between
when you -- you first saw the map and the fi nal

publication of the map?

A Again, |'mnot sure because | can't
remenber when ny input was given.

Q And your input was given, as we've
di scussed, in the LCRO office making the tweaks
according to the nmenber requests?

A. Yes.

Q And was there any other feedback that was

gi ven that you gave?
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A. No.
Q Once you saw the map, did you conmmuni cate

about it with anyone?

A. Qutside of the commttee hearing, | don't
t hi nk so.

Q Any nonprofit organizations?

A. If I did, | don't renenber.

Q Any partisan organi zations?

A. | -- I just don't remenber. There -- we
were getting a | ot of phone calls and emails. |
just can't renenber.

Q Did you comuni cate with Governor Kenp
about the map?

No.

Anyone from his office?

No.

Secretary of State Raffensperger?
No.

Anyone from his office?

No.

o » O >» O > O >

Did you communicate with the mnority
party about the map?

A. If I did, it was just in passing
conversation. Nothing formal or substantive.

Q Did any nmenbers of the mnority party ask
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to meet with you after publication of the map?
A. | think so. | think so, yes.
Q And what did they want to discuss?

A. They wanted to nake changes to their
di strict.

Q What were sone of the contents of those
changes?

A | don't renmenber.

Q Woul d those be in your files?
A They m ght be. | do renenber it was a

man, and | can't renenber who it was. And he

possi bly sent nme emails on it. So it probably would
be in the -- inny files that were produced.
Q And so is that just one person who asked

to nmeet with you?

A. | believe so. And it was sonebody who had
not met with me at all before.

Q Who -- who is the chief of staff of the
Speaker of the House?

A Spi ro Anmbur n.

Q And is that the same person that it woul d
have been at the tine that the redistricting process
began?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And we tal ked about that you did
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see sone racial data with regard to these maps?

A | think that that's all -- | think all of
t he data woul d popul ate when -- when you clicked on
a -- or you could nmake it popul ate when you clicked
on a -- a specific district.

Q And so that woul d have been while you were

| ooking in the LCRO at the districts on the screen?

A Yes.

Q G na Wight or soneone from her office
woul d click on the district and then the racial
conposition of that district would pop up?

A. | don't know that the total conp- --
conposition would but sone information about it did.

Q And would that -- would that have been
precinct-1level information?

A | do not know.

Q When you say "sone information," what

woul d come up?

A. | don't know that it had every single
poss- -- every possible race. There may have j ust
been the nobst -- the |argest popul ation.

Q Okay. But it did have the data for the
entire district?
A. Yes, | believe it did. Yes.

Q Okay. Aside fromthis map, are you aware
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of any ot
pr oposed?
A.
Q
A.
pr oposed
Q
A.

Q

her versions of the House map that were

That were proposed by a |egislator?
Yeah.

The Denocratic caucus prepared and
one.

Any ot hers?

| am not aware of any.

Did you see any drafts other than the

draft of this map?

A.
| don't -
the State
entirety.
Q
how t hi s
Novenber
A.
Novenber
Q
A
coul dn't
Q
A.

| egi slato

If I did, it was one that was published.
- 1 think that I -- | only saw portions of

until the map was published in its

Did you have a view as to whether -- as to
plan differed fromthe plan proposed on
2?

This is not the plan that was proposed on
2?

No. This is the -- the final plan.

Oh, okay. There were two. See, |
remenber that.

Okay.

| do not know. It may have been the

r input.
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A | -- | don't renenber.

Q Okay. Just going back to the -- the
racial data for a nonent, you nentioned that when
you clicked on a district, the racial data would pop
up on the screen.

Do you recall what races woul d have popped

up on the screen?

A | do know bl ack and white did.

Q Okay.

A. | just -- | don't remenber because there
was a |lot of information. And it -- it wasn't ne

clicking. It was the Redistricting Ofice
per sonnel .

Q Okay. Do you recall if Hi spanic or Latino
data cane up?

A. | think it did, yeah.

Q Okay. What about Asian?

A. | think so. But | -- I'"'mjust not the one
to ask that. | don't know. | don't renenber.

Q Did you forma view of whether this plan

presented suitable House district |ines?

A. | believed ny attorney when he represented
to me that it -- they were good, l|legal lines. Yes.
Q Did anything else informyour view other
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t han your conversations with your attorney?

A. That and when nenbers would conme up and
tell me that they liked it.

Q And so do you have any understandi ng of
what changes were nmade between the Novenmber 2 map
and this map?

A. Again, it may have been the individual
| egislator input. | just do not renenber. Seens
like we were trying to continue to tweak the map,
and | think we may have unpaired two Denocr at
candi dates, is what | seemto recall.

Q Did you review this map to see whether it

conplied with the Voting Rights Act?

A. | asked nmy lawers if it did and they said
that it does -- that it did.

Q Did you ask anyone el se?

A No.

Q Di d anyone el se offer an opinion on that
to you?

A. No, | don't think anybody else really
woul d have been qualified to do that.

Q Did you view preserving or creating
conpetitive districts as a goal for the State House
map?

A. ' m sorry?
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Q Did you view creating or preserving
conpetitive districts as a goal for this map?

A. | don't believe that was one of the
gui del i nes.

Q Did you view keeping existing districts

whol e as the goal for the State House map?

A. | -- | don't understand that because
district -- they all changed with redistricting.
Not all. | think one stayed the sanme. But | -- |

don't understand that question.
Q Did you try to keep the boundaries as --

as close to as possible to what they were before --

A. Yes.

Q -- understandi ng --

A Yes.

Q -- that changes needed to be nade?

A Yes, we did.

Q Okay. Did you view avoiding renoving

| arge nunbers of people fromtheir district as a
goal for this map?

A. Yes.

Q Do you have a sense of how many
district -- districts retained |less than half of
their residents relative to the 2010 map?

A. | have no i dea.
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Q Are you aware that this was the case for

32 districts?

A. ' mnot aware now. | may have been at the
tinme.

Q Do you view that as a suitable goal for
t he map?

A. Do | view what as a suitable goal?

Q Knowi ng that there were 32 districts
where -- that retained |less than half of their

popul ation, do you believe this to be an adequate
map?

A. If that's the case, | -- | believe that
the map that we passed is a suitable and adequate
map, yes.

Q We tal ked about a few different
redistricting principles.

Whi ch principles were given highest

priority?

A. The Constitutional standard and the Voting

Ri ghts Act were the two that were of utnost
i nportance. And then the others, you know, really,
you know, trying to keep communities of interest
whol e, respecting the -- the county boundaries as
much as we could. You know, we have a | ot of

counties here in Georgia. You know, they -- they
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all were considered, but the |egal standards were
t he ones that were of utnost inportance.

Q Beyond the legal requirenents, if there
was a conflict between the other redistricting
principles, how would that conflict be resolved?

A. That is an inpossible question to answer
because it is such a conplex process with just

infinite possibilities. There was no fornula or

standard. Because one change could -- would cause a

change in another district. So |l -- 1 -- 1 just
can't answer that question.

Q Wul d you have been the one to make the
decision as to which principle would have won out
there was a conflict?

A. No, | would not have been. And | wasn't
involved in the original drafting. But when | was
in the roomwith the tweaking, it nmay have been
di scussed around the table, but I really don't
specifically recall.

Q Do you know who woul d have been

responsi ble for resolving those conflicts?

i f

A. | think ultimately -- ultimately, if there

were a question about it, then it could have been

me, in which case | would have al ways asked for the

| egal opinion on it. That was always my first
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guesti on.
Q And woul d you have foll owed that | egal
opi ni on?
A. Absol utely, yeah.
Q VWhere -- can you think of any instances
where you did not follow the |egal opinion?
A. No, that woul d not have happened.
(Di scussion off the record.)
MR. MELLMAN. |I'mgoing to mark --
(Di scussion off the record.)
MR. MELLMAN: ['mgoing to introduce th

exhibit. It actually was produced as

IS

Exhibit 10 in the deposition of Representative

Dugan.
COURT REPORTER: I'msorry. | couldn't
hear you. In the deposition of?

MR. MELLMAN: OF Representative Dugan.

MR. TYSON: So mark it as 8 here or just

use 10? How do you want to do that?
MR. MELLMAN. We can mark it as 8.
MR, TYSON:. Ckay.

COURT REPORTER: And who was that asking

that question "So mark it as 8 here or just
107"

MR. TYSON: |I'msorry. That was Brian
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Tyson.
COURT REPORTER: Thank you. That's who |
guessed but | didn't want to guess.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 8 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q And do you recogni ze these two maps?
A. It says that it's the prior Congressional
District 6 and the S.B.~2EX Congressional 6.
Q Okay. And so just take a nmonment to | ook
at that and then I'mgoing to introduce Exhibit 9.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 9 was marked for
I dentification.)
BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q And Exhibit 9 is a docunent beginning with
Bat es Nunmber LEGQ S00010310.
Do you recognize this docunent?
A. Yes.
Q And is this an email and attachnent from
you to Julie Sutton?
A. Yes.
Q And who is Julie Sutton?
A. She was the part-tine secretary.
Q And it appears to be an enpty email wth

attachments; is that right?
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A Yes.

Q So | ooking at -- at the attachnment -- take
a nonent to read -- read the attachnment.

A. Yes. | nmean, it's -- | -- 1 --
recogni ze what it is. |It's very long, though. It's

four pages.

Q Okay. And on the page ending -312, the
bull et point -- or the first bullet point 3 there,
can you read that -- just the first sentence in that
bul | et point?

A. Number 3 fromthe top?

Q Yeah.

A. At the top. "It respects county
boundaries. Qur current plan splits 16 counties on

t he Congressional district and this plan splits 15.

In -- in contrast, the Denocratic plan splits 18
counties."

Q And can you read the next bullet as well,
pl ease?

A. "Whil e some precinct splitting is

inevitable to reach zero deviation, we split as few
precincts as possible while reaching that goal and
tried to find | ogical places to divide counties.™

Q Sois it fair say you viewed mn- --

mnimzing split counties as an inportant goal in
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redistricting?

A. Yes.

Q And where would you put it in your
priorities?

A. Bel ow t he Constitution and the Voting
Ri ghts Act, and | don't -- you know, | don't know

that | can necessarily rank them after that.

Q Okay. Moving on to the next page, there's

a |list of nunbers and nanes in parenthesis.
Do you see that?

A. | do.

Q Okay. And then I'Il ask you to turn over
to the back page and three paragraphs up fromthe
bottomit says "Six (Lucy MBath over 657.)"

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q Sois it fair to assune that this is a
reference to Congressional District 6?

A. Yes.

Q And Lucy McBath was an incunbent in that
district?

A Yes.

Q. And is it fair to assune that "over 657"
I ndi cates that Congressional District 6 i s over the

i deal district size by only 657 people?
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A Correct.

Q And if you |l ook at the others on the Iist,
that's nmuch closer to the ideal district size than
any of the other districts?

A. Yes.

COURT REPORTER: I'msorry. Wat -- it's
much cl oser to the "A" sonmething district size.
You're still breaking up still. If you could
maybe nove cl oser to the mc.

MR. MELLMAN: | believe the word was
"ideal district size."

COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q So only a fairly small nunmber of people
woul d have had to have been subtracted to get to the
i deal district size for Congressional District 67

A. If you take it in a vacuum yes, but you
have the other districts that you're noving
boundari es on which noves the boundaries on
District 6.

Q And are you aware that approxi mately

360, 000 people were renoved fromthis district?

A. | don't know the nunber.
Q Does that seem accurate to you?
A. | wouldn't be able to say one way or the
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ot her.

Q And so, then, are you aware that
approxi mately 360,000 people -- new people were
moved into the district?

A. | -- if you say that's a fact, then |
bel i eve you.

Q Looking at the map for a nonment that |
just showed you, can you identify the new counties
t hat were added to Congressional District 67

A Forsyth and Dawson, Georgi a.

Q And part of Cherokee as well?
A. Yes.
Q Okay. Are you aware of the general

denographi cs of those areas?

A. well, what do you nean?

Q. Of Forsyth, Dawson, Cherokee, are you
generally -- generally aware of the -- the
denogr aphi cs of those areas?

A. Well, | mean, generally they are nore
conservative and Republican. | don't live too far
fromthere. That's the only reason | know a little

bit about iIt. But that's -- that's what | know.

Q Woul d you characterize them as exurban or
rural ?
A No.
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Q How woul d you characteri ze thenf
A Onh, subur ban.

Q Subur ban?

A Yes.

Q

Okay. And how woul d you characterize the
areas of North Fulton and East Cobb County?

A. Subur ban.

Q So would you say that -- would you say
those are relatively simlar -- have relatively
simlar characteristics to the districts that were
added?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. W're going to take a mnute to
| ook at anot her map of Congressional District 14.
Just give ne a nonent.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 10 was marked for

I dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q This is has al so been introduced in the
Dugan deposition. We can just mark it as
Exhi bit 10.

Do you recogni ze this map?

A. | -- | recognize that it's titled "Prior
Congressional District 14 and S.B.~2EX Congressi onal
District 14."
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Q And how woul d you characterize the forner

Congressional District 147

A. l'"msorry. What do you nean?
Q Ur ban? Suburban? Rural? Exurban?
A. l"'m-- I"mnot famliar with this area

like | am 6 because | don't |ive down here and |
never have. [It's ny understanding it's very rural
in the area, but | don't really -- | don't really
have personal know edge of that area the way that |
do the other one.

Q Are you aware that the primary industries
there are agricultural and manufacturing?

A. | am not but that would not surprise ne.

Q Okay. And the -- | ooking down at the
bottom there, the portion of Cobb County that was
added, are you famliar with the general
characteristics of that area?

A General ly, yes.
Wbul d you characterize that area as rural?
No.
How woul d you characterize it?
Cobb County?
(Nodded head.)

It -- it's suburban.

o > O » O > O

Wul d you say it's part of the netro
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Atl anta area?
A. Yeah, | would say that.

Q Do you believe that there are comunities

of interest between that portion of Cobb County that

was added and the prior Congressional District 147
A. So the portion that's beside Paul di ng

County, | really -- I -- | don't know the area. So

| really wouldn't know. | would assune that because

it's right there, it would be pretty simlar to the
Paul di ng County area that it butts up against. But

| don't really know that.

Q Are you aware that District 14 is Marjorie

Tayl or Greene's district?

A. Yes.

Q And so are you aware of any of the various

denographi cs of the former Congressional District
versus the current Congressional District 147

A | don't know the differences. | would
assune that they're both conservative, Republican
|l eaning. | don't really know

Q | ncl uding the portion of Cobb County that
was added?

A. | really don't know.

Q Are you aware that the portions of Cobb
County that were added included Austell and Powder
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Springs?
A No.
Q Are you famliar with those nanes?
A |l -- I"ve heard of them but |I'm not

famliar with the specific parts of Cobb County. |
just know it as a whol e.

Q So are you aware that Austell has a nostly
hi gh bl ack popul ati on?

A. | don't -- | don't know that specifically.

Q The sanme for Powder Springs?

A Right. | don't know that. | believe you
if you say it is.

Q What about the racial denographics of the
various parts of the district that were noved?

So that would be Haral son County and part

of Pickens County.

A. | -- I really -- | really don't know. |
just renmenber that Pickens County wanted to be
whol e. | do remenber that.

Q Woul d you be surprised to learn that the
percent age of non-white people in District 14

increased with the new map?

A. No.
Q You woul d not be surprised?
A. No.
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Q Why not ?

A. Well, | think that the percentage of
non-whi te people for the whole state increased.

Q And woul d that have been snpbothly across
the whol e state?

A | -- | doubt that.

Q Do you recall receiving any public
comments or feedback fromthe residents of the --
fromthe residents of the part of Cobb County that
was added to Congressional District 147

A Yes, | do.

Q And what was the tenor of that feedback?

A Yeah. They -- they did not want to be
i ncl uded there.

Q And can you di scuss why the decision would
be made to include them anyway?

A. | really -- you know, | can't say
specifically. | know that there were a | ot of
factors that went into this map and we tried to
pl ease as many peopl e as possi ble, but never --
you're never going to please everybody. There wll
al ways be people who are not happy. So |l -- | would
assune that the reason that the map exists the way
it is is because it needed to to conply with the

| egal standards and the redistricting guidelines.
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Q And woul d you have made the decision on

whet her to include that piece of Cobb County?

A. No. It was part of the map. Like, it was

not -- you know, it wasn't anything that -- that we
di scussed changing. So | would say that that
deci si on was probably nmade by the map drawer and
then we did just -- we approved it when we -- when

we | ooked at the map.

Q "We" being you and counsel ?
A. The comm ttee, and yeah, counsel. Yeah.
Q Did you conduct any sort of analysis to

determ ne the propriety of the map?

A Beyond hiring counsel to review it?

Q (Nodded head.)

A No.

Q Do you recall receiving any coments or

feedback fromthe residents of the existing
Congressional District 14 about the prospect of
addi ng parts of Cobb County?

A. | -- | don't renmenber. There may have
been. There may have been peopl e who conpl ai ned
about that.

Q Do you recall the tenor of any of those

conpl ai nts?

A. well, if -- if somebody did conplain, they
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just wouldn't have wanted it. But I -- | -- |

don't -- | don't have a specific recollection who it
may have been. It's been over a year ago. There
were a |lot of, you know, people testifying in these
heari ngs.

Q Okay. Do you recall why they woul d not
have wanted that part of Cobb County as part of
their district?

A No, | don't.

Q Can you | ook back again at the -- the
emai | attachment that we just | ooked at?

On the | ast page with respect to
Congressional District 11, you wite "Responded to
t he overwhel m ng public input with respect to

Pi ckens County and nade it whole."

A. Yes.

Q And we di scussed that before as well?

A. Yes.

Q And then just above that for Congressional

District 14 you wite "Maintained this core
district; needed to gain population, so it
geographi cally noved south, where we had popul ation
growth."

A Yes.

Q And if you take a | ook at the map, why
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didn't you make Pickens whole if you needed to add
popul ati on growt h?

Why didn't you make Pickens whol e by
adding all of Pickens to Congressional District 147

A. | -- I really couldn't answer that. |I'm
not a map drawer. This was sonething that was an
i ssue because of a nountain range that divided and
made things difficult there, is what | seemto
recall. But | -- I'mnot the map drawer so |
couldn't really answer that.

Q Do you recall if anyone suggested
i ncorporating all of Pickens County into
Congressional District 147

A. VWho? Like -- |like the public?

Q A legislator. A map drawer.

A No, | don't.

Q Okay. I'mgoing to show -- I'"mgoing to
show you anot her docunment which |I'm going to mark as
Exhibit 11.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 11 was marked for

i dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q And it begins with a Bates

Nunmber LEG S00003224.

And can you take a |l ook at this email?
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| see it.

Have you ever seen this email before?

> O »

No.

Q Coul d you take a | ook at the back? |If you

can take a | ook at the comments on the districts.
Have you seen anyone propose any of these
suggesti ons?

A No, unless this is what the Senate's
version | ooked like. | -- 1 don't know that. |
just can't renenber.

Q If you look at District 14 at the bottom
it says "Add population from Bartow to bal ance out."

And if -- if -- if you |look at the map,
Bartow County is actually not on this map, but |
believe it's adjacent to Congressional District 14.

Do you recall anyone suggesti ng addi ng
popul ation from Bartow County to Congressiona
District 147

A | don't. This is an email from John
Kennedy. |I'mnot included on it. | never discussed
this with himat all.

Q Okay. | nean, you never discussed the
Congressional district map with John Kennedy?

A No.

MR. MELLMAN:. Ckay. We've been going for
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about another hour. | think we'll take another
break, if that's all right.
VI DEOGRAPHER: The tinme is 1:35. W are
going off the video.
(OFf the record.)
VI DEOGRAPHER: W are back on the video
record. The tinme is 1:50.
BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q Okay. |I'mgoing to ask you a couple nore
guesti ons about Congressional District 14.
Do you recall that Congresswoman Marjorie
Tayl or Greene conpl ained that the decision to nove
part of Cobb County into CD14 that was done by

power - hungry nenbers of the Georgia General

Assenbl y.

A. | don't specifically recall that. | -- |
didn't --

Q Do you recall coments of that nature?

A. Maybe generally. | -- | really did not

foll ow her, so.

Q VWhat -- did you have any understandi ng of
what that neant?

A. VWell, | don't renmenber that specific
comment, and do you -- you're asking now if |

under st and what it nmeans now?
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Q (Nodded head.)

A. | really don't. | -- | really don't.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of why she
was critical of the redistricting decisions related
to Congressional District 147

A. | don't. | don't -- | don't follow her
rationale or logic. | don't understand it.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of why any
resi dents of Congressional District 14 were
di spl eased with the redistricting process?

A. | wouldn't -- | wouldn't know except for
what ever they said in the neeting, and | -- | don't
remenber that, sitting here today.

Q | " mgoing to ask you now about sone of the
specific districts -- sone of the specific House
di stricts.

So the map, if you flip to the subsequent
pages, there's sone zooned-in portions, and I'l|
just ask you to answer to -- to the best of your
ability about each particular district.

So for House District 44, do you see where
that is? It's --

A. No.

Q -- inthe top left. It splits between

the -- the second big box down there.
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A Ch, is it on a bl owp?

Q Yeah. On the second page --

A. Ch, okay.

Q -- Metro Atlanta area.

A | see 43 and 45. Oh, there's 44, yes.

Q And are you generally famliar with House
District 447

A No.

Q Okay. Can you explain when a factors you
considered in redraw ng House District 44?

A. None ot her than the ones that |'ve already
told you about.

Q Are you aware of whether the district core
was nai ntained fromthe 2010 map?

A. | don't recall.

Q Are you aware of the racial denographic --
denogr aphi cs of the old HD44?

A. Not sitting here.

Q O woul d you have been at the tine?

A | may not have been. | -- | -- 1 don't --
| -- | don't recall looking -- |I know for a fact |
didn't | ook at every district, and | don't recall if

| | ooked at that one or not.
Q For the districts that you | ooked at,

woul d you have | ooked at the racial denographics?

Page 146

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
o A W N B O © 00 N O U b~ wWw N +—» O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 227 Filed 03/20/23 Page 147 of 377

A The information -- if -- if we clicked on
the district, it would have popped up and, you know,
t hat woul d have been sonet hing, you know, when we
would try to make a change that was requested, it
may have altered it so extrenme that, for exanpl e,

you know, a voting rights district went down to, you

know, nothing. No -- no black popul ation or very
low. So we're, like, well, we can't do that.
So to that extent, | would have, but | --

| really wasn't the one using those figures to draw
the maps. Those would just pop up when we were
trying to tweak it.

Q And when you say you -- you didn't |ook at
every district, for the districts you did | ook at,
what does it nean to you to | ook at thenf

A. Meaning the districts where we tried to
change sonet hi ng that sonebody -- that a | egislator
had -- had request ed.

Q And in drawing this district and the
districts in general, we tal ked about did you val ue
keepi ng counti es whol e?

A. That was one of the redistricting
gui del i nes.

Q Do you recall why it would have been

sacrificed in this particular situation?
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A. | don't recall in this particular
situation, but given the fact that we have as nmany
counties as we do, that was inevitable, to have to
split them

Q Okay. What about -- what about House
District 487

A. | see it here.

Q Was that one of the districts that you

| ooked at?
A. | would not be able to say.
Q Do you know if the district core was

mai nt ai ned fromthe 2010 map?

A. | have no idea | ooking at this now.

Q Are you aware of the racial denographics
of the old HD48?

A. No. | -- I'mnot going to be able to
answer any questions |ike that.

Q Okay. O the new HD48?

A No.

Q And so when you were | ooking at a
particul ar district, you were able to click on it
and view the racial data for that district?

A. | couldn't. I didn't have access to that
software. But when | was with G na or Brian in the

apportionment office, if they clicked on a district,
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then they could nmake that information populate. And
they would do that to look at it thensel ves because
t hey knew that they needed to consider that for
what ever changes we were trying to nake.

Q And you were in the office at tines when
they were clicking on particular districts and
| ooki ng at that data?

A. Yes.

Q And if they were maki ng tweaks, you could

| ook at that data before and after the tweak?

A. Yes.

Q " mjust going to ask you about a few nore
districts. If you don't know the answer, that's
okay. |1'mgoing to ask the questions.

Go | ook now at House District 49.

A. Okay.

Q Do you recall 1ooking at that district?

A | don't.

Q Can you explain any factors you consi dered

in redrawing that district?

A. We woul d have -- we woul d have asked the
Reapportionnment Office, our |awers to apply the
gui delines and the law. That's all | can tell vyou.

Q Do you know if the district core was

mai nt ai ned fromthe 2010 map?
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A. | can't say, sitting here today.
Q Are you aware of the racial denographics

of the old HD49?

A. | don't know.

Q What about the new HD49?

A | don't know.

Q HD527

A Okay. | see it.

Q Do you recall reviewing that district?
A No.

Q Are you aware of what factors would have

been considered in redrawing that district?

A The sanme as all of the other ones.

Q Was -- are you aware of whet her the
district core was mai ntained fromthe 2010 map?

A. | don't renmenber.

Q. Are you aware of the racial denographics

of the old HD52?

A. No.
Q O new HD52.
A No.
Q. Last one.
HD1047?
A. Okay.
Q And do you recall |ooking at that
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district?
A. Not specifically.
Q Are you aware of what factors were

considered in redrawing that district?

A. The -- the same factors as all of the
ot hers.
Q Are you aware of whether the district core

was mai ntained fromthe 2010 map?

A. | don't renenber, sitting here today.

Q Are you aware of the racial denographics
of the old HD104?

A. There is no way | could ever renenber
t hat .

Q O the new HD1047?

A No.

Q And so are there particular districts you
do renmenber | ooking at?

A. | don't have specific recollection.
It's -- it's hard to do that by the nunmbers, you
know, and they don't stay the sanme after
redistricting. So it's virtually inpossible.

Q Were there specific areas or -- of the
state or districts that you recall specifically
t weaki ng or wor ki ng on?

A. | -- I would have for -- representatives
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wth whom | nmet who made requests who had not
already, in just the -- the drawi ng by the
Reapportionnent Office, who had not gotten sonething
t hey asked for, we would have pulled themup. And
we did. | think we gave every -- al nost every
menber who net with nme sonething they asked for, if
not every nenber. And sonetines nore than what

they -- the one thing.

So | just don't recall what they were
because | -- ny nmenory is just -- does not work I|ike
that. | just can't remenber the -- the district
nunbers that way.

Q And so you nentioned earlier that you
spoke with about roughly 100 | egislators and got
requests regarding their district?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall how many of those were
accommodated in the initial draft and how many

t weaks needed to be made for?

A | don't recall specifically. | do know
that we -- | opened the file for every single
| egi sl ator, and we | ooked -- so we did | ook at every

single district, now that |I'mthinking about how we
didit. And if we |ooked at it and we felt |ike

t hey got sonething that they asked for, we closed
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that file, noved to the next. And | don't renmenber
how many -- for how many we had to namke changes.

Q Can you try and give ne a ballpark nunber?
10? 907

A. Not as many as 90. Probably nore than 10.

Q Do you have anything closer than that?

A. Probably fewer than 50.

Q Okay. Are you aware of which counties
were split the nost in that House map?

A. | am not aware, no.

Q Are you aware that Fulton County was split

into 22 pieces?

A | didn't renmenber that, no.

Q GmM nnett into 217?

A No.

Q DeKalb into 17?

A "' m not going to renmenber how many pieces
a county was split into. | do know you're calling

out the nost popul ous counties in the netropolitan
Atl anta area.
Q And Cobb was split into 14 pieces.
Were you aware of that?
A. |"mnot -- | don't know how many pieces
counties were broken into.

Q Okay. |I'mgoing to mark anot her exhibit
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for identification. |t begins LEG S00003531.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 12 was marked for
I dentification.)
THE WTNESS: Fromnme to ne.
BY MR MELLMAN:
Q Can you take a look at this docunent and

tell me if you recognize it?

A. Yes, | do recognize it.

Q And the first page is an email to
yoursel f --

A. Yes.

Q -- with an attachnent.

And the title of the attachment is

"Georgia House District Map Introduction"?

A. Yes.
Q And what was this docunent?
A. These were ny tal king points for

di scussing the map at our first hearing.

Q And if you flip to the next page under the

"Voting Rights Act" heading, you note that "40
districts are majority AP black VAP' --

A. Yes.

Q -- "(up 1 fromexisting maps)" --
A. Yes.
Q

-- and "78 mnority opportunity districts
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(majority non-white VAP) (up 5 from existing maps)"?
A Yes.
Q And how did you cone to obtain that
I nformation?
A. My counsel .
Q Did you i ndependently investigate that
I nformation?
A. No.
Q And do you recall how much the popu- --

bl ack popul ati on of Georgia increased fromthe prior

census?
A. | don't recall.
Q Okay. So would you be surprised to |earn

that it's approxi mtely 23 percent?
A. If you say, then that makes sense.
Q And the mpjority black voting age
popul ation districts increased by 1 out of 180; is
that correct?
A | -- | don't recall
According to your pad.

Oh, it's in nmy notes?

|"msorry. \Were are you reading fronf

Q
A
Q Yeah. It says "Up 1 from existing maps."
A
Q Sure. Just that bullet we were | ooking at
e
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"48 districts that are mpjority AP bl ack

VAP (up 1 from existing map)."

A. Yes, yes.

Q Okay. And then the -- the last bullet in
t hat heading, it says "One Latino majority VAP
district (District 98)"?

A Yes.

Q And how did you get that information?

A. From nmy counsel

Q And did you independently investigate that
I nformation?

A No.

Q And do you recall what format that
information was given to you? Wuld it have been

witten or oral?

A | don't recall if it was witten or oral.
It may have been given to me witten, but I -- | may
have just taken notes and fornulated ny -- ny
tal king points. | -- | just don't recall.

Q Okay. And noving to the |ast page of this
docunent, can you just read for nme the two
par agr aphs - -
COURT REPORTER: M. Mellmn, you're -- |
can't hear you. You're breaking up again when

you' re | ooking down and away. Sorry.
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BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q Can you read for nme the |ast two bol ded

par agraphs on that page?

A. "M nority opportunity districts are not an

ideal that is held by just one party. The

Republ i cans have seen and enbraced the growth in

Georgia. In fact, our goal with our fiscal policies

iIs to encourage that growth and we are thrilled it
is here. As a fenmale Republican fromone of the
fastest grow ng and nost diverse counties in the
state, one of the things |I'm nost proud of is the
nunber of mnority opportunity districts we've

drawn. "

Q And what is your understanding of the term

"mnority opportunity districts"?

A. That those districts are nmajority
non-white and the mpjority may not necessarily be
all of one particular race. Maybe a conbi nati on.

Q So is it your position that in drafting
t he maps, you attenpted to draw as many mnority
opportunity districts as possible?

A. | don't know that that was the goal, but
it is sonmething, when we saw that it was possi bl e,
we thought it would be a good thing to try to

I ncor porate.
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Q Where woul d you rank that on the
non-legally required list of redistricting
princi pl es?

A Probably -- | nean, it's so hard to --
to -- to rank them because they're -- you know, in
sone instances there may be a hi gher conpeting
interest than that, just depending on the
circunstances. So it really just depends on the
particul ar district and the other factors that that
particul ar district has going on.

Q s your position that these maps contain
the |l argest nunber of mnority opportunity districts
that are possible to construct while conmplying with
the law on traditional redistricting principles?

A. | don't know if that's true. | think that
we drew t hem where they made sense, where there were
actual communities of interest and it made sense to
do it.

Q Did you review any alternative maps that
contained nore mnority opportunity districts?

A. | don't recall.

Q Did you ever ask anyone if they would be
able to create nore?

A. | did not ask anyone if they could create

nore, no.
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Q If -- if -- did you ask anyone if -- if
there were any nore that woul d make sense to exi st
while conplying with traditional redistricting
principles?

A. That probably is sonmething that | woul d
have asked. | don't specifically renenber, but it
probably is something |I would have asked.

Q And do you recall what response you m ght
have been given?

A. | don't recall except that we deci ded that
this was a good nmap.

Q Did you review whether the Voting Rights
Act required the drawi ng of additional majority
mnority districts in the netro Atlanta area?

A. Did | review whether it required it?

Q (Nodded head.)

A. That is sonething that | did repeatedly
ask that question, and we were confortable that it
did not require it.

Q And did you ask your counsel that

guestion?
A. Yes, absol utely.
Q Did you ask anyone el se?
A. | don't think so.

| s that sonebody with a baby? There's
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sonmebody with a baby | ooking in.

Q

expressed

Did you ever neet with anyone who

concern about the racial inpact of the

Congr essi onal maps?

A

| don't recall -- | don't recall anyone

expressing that other than, perhaps, soneone who

spoke at the hearing.

Q
A.

Any nonprofit organi zations?

| -- 1 don't -- | don't know. | -- 1

woul d expect that they did.

Q

A

You don't recall --
(Si mul t aneous speakers - unclear.)

| woul d have been surprised if they had

not. We knew that was com ng

Q

A.

Q

A.

Q
expressed
t he maps?

A.
| obbyi sts
neeti ngs,

Q

Do you recall specifically?

No, | don't.

Any constituents?

No, no constituents.

Did you ever neet wth anyone who

concern about the public input process to

That was sonething that the -- the paid
fromthe nonprofits would say a |lot at the
yes.

Did you ever hear that from constituents,
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not necessarily just your constituents, but CGeorgia
resi dents who spoke at the town halls or contacted
you?

A. | -- | do recall because it's -- the one
commttee neeting | watched, or it's one of the two,
that there were nenbers of the public who comment ed
at the hearing after -- the second hearing after we
presented the map.

Q And what did they say?

A One lady said that she had spoken and
didn't want us to divide nunicipalities and she had
spoken in general ternms. And then she cane back
because her city of Dunwoody was divided and she
didn't want it to be. That's the only one | -- |
have -- have a specific recollection of.

Q Did you ever neet with anyone who asked
you to take into consideration the growh in the
bl ack community over the past decade?

A. Well, that's sonmething that we did take
into consideration and that's sonething that | would

have expected, that there woul d be nonprofits asking

us to do that. | just don't specifically renmenber
but I"'m-- 1'"msure.
Q Do you recall constituents asking you

about that?
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A No.

Q Did you neet with anyone that asked you to
take into consideration growth in the Latino
popul ati on over the past decade?

A. Agai n, the same answer as before. I
expect -- | think -- | think there was a nonprofit
that specifically asked about that, about the Latino
popul ati on, yeah.

Q And was that the Asian popul ati on?

A Yeah, | think there probably was.

Q Any constituents?
A. | don't recall.
Q Did you ever neet with anyone who

di scussed raci al denographics with you in connection
with redistricting?

A. Li ke one of the | obbyists for the
nonprofits?

Q Yeabh.

A. It probably was in the materials, | think
| recall that, that the NAACP presented. They
emai l ed them and mailed themto us. Yes, | think
so.

Q Did you neet with then?

A. We invited them but | don't think they

cane.
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Q And outside of the hearing, did you neet
with anyone one on one?

A. Oh, no, I -- no, | did not do that. There
was. . .

Q Did any constituents discuss raci al
denographics with you in connection with the

redistricting?

A | don't recall that.

Q Any ot her | egislators?

A. | don't recall that, no.

Q Did any of the discussions with

constituents or advocate groups affect your views
about the Congressional maps?
No.

What about the House maps?

> O »

No.

Q Did you think that their coments j ust
didn't generally have nerit?

A. | felt Iike they were partisan.

Q Did you look at the materials that they

provided to you?

A. | did.
Q And you didn't find them persuasive?
A. | did not. | did go so far as to even

| ook up sonme of the people who presented them and |
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| ooked at their social nedia and they were very
i beral. They were very partisan.

Q Did you ever review public comments that
were submtted through the redistricting commttee's
public portal about that Congressional map?

A Yes, | did.

Q Regul arly?

A. Sonmewhat regularly. | would do it in big
chunks, and then toward the end it was nore regul ar.
Q Did you incorporate input from any of

those comments into your views on the maps?

A. We did. The one that | renenber, and it
really came up in the -- in the town hall neetings,
was about a municipality where we tried -- that was
sonmet hi ng we tal ked about was sonething that we
could try to -- to do. And Gna did that for us,

G na Wi ght.

Q Do you know if there was the capability to
attach docunents into the public portal, |ike
al ternative maps?

A. | -- 1 don't recall. But |I do think that
there were -- sone of those paid | obbyists for the
nonprofits mailed themto nme and cane to ny office
and dropped them of f.

Q Did you ever communicate with any ot her
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| egi sl ators about the public -- or the LCRO office

about the public feedback to the redistricting

process?

A. Sonetines we -- we did, you know, because
t here were, you know, some consistent and -- sone
consi stent requests, like the -- the nmunicipalities.

There were sone other consistent requests that were
really the ideals that were pronul gated by Fair
Lines or Fair Districts that just tal ked about
changing it altogether. Another conmon one was
turning it over to a comm ssion.

So we -- we tal ked about that. And those
weren't very hel pful, and the nane-calling wasn't

very hel pful. But what -- where there was

|l egiti mate, yeah, we -- we | ooked at them and -- and

we consi dered what we coul d consi der.

Q And so to your recollection, that was
nostly regarding comunities of interest?

A. Sonme woul d be, yes. Yes. Some woul d be
I nvol ving communities of interest. | know that
t here was some people from Peachtree City who
expressed sone concerns. And, unfortunately, |
don't think we were able to do anythi ng about that.
| think there ended up being over a thousand

comrent s.
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Q Okay. |'mgoing to ask you a few
guestions now just about the redistricting
general |l y.

Have you ever received any training
related to redistricting?

A. None ot her than the educational neeting
t hat we had where we had various groups cone and
make presentations to us and then learned as | went.

Q Do you recall who conducted those
trainings?

A. | think | testified about this earlier,
and it would be on the record fromthe actual
comm ttee hearing, but the NCSL was there, Ceorgia
Fair Lines, maybe the ACLU, Aisha Yaqoob's group. |
can't renmenber now what it's called. |It's sonething
about advanci ng Asian Americans maybe, sonething
like that. | think they made a presentation.

Q And what were the trainings focused on?

A. Well, the NCSL was the one that probably
was really focused on training and educating us
about the actual factors to be considered in
redistricting.

Q. And what were the others?

A. It was their partisan viewpoint, for the

nost part, or their belief that the system needed to
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be changed, the way that we do it.

Q And would it be correct to assune that you
did not put too nuch stock in those latter
comruni cati ons?

A. VWhenever | could tell it was partisan, no,
| did not.

Q Was there training on the percentage of
bl ack voting age popul ati on necessary to give bl ack
voters an opportunity to el ect candidates in

particul ar districts?

A. No. Renenber, we -- we're not the map
drawers.
Q And there was no training with that regard

to Hi spanic voters?

A No. We -- we -- we're not nap drawers.
So part-tinme legislators did not receive training
li ke that. That's why we have map drawers and
that's why we have | awyers.

Q Do you still have any of the materials
that were provided to you --

A. By whont?

Q -- in the training process?

A. Anyt hi ng that was provided in that
educati onal day woul d have been in the docunents we

produced. Yes.
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Q Did you refer to themat all throughout

the redistricting process?

A. Not throughout. | would |ook at them when
received, but it is not -- that was not a reference
that | used, no.

Q Did you receive any instruction on what

factors could be considered during the redistricting

process?
A. Vell, we -- we | earned sonet hi ng about
that from NCSL and we used that in form -- that and

what had been used before in fornul ating our
gui del i nes and adopting those.

Q Did you receive any training on
traditional redistricting principles beyond what
we' ve al ready di scussed?

A No.

Q Did any of the trainings fromthe
educati onal day or any other trainings you received
i ncl ude any nention of race?

A. | believe so, yes.

Q | n what context?

A. When the NCSL di scussed the Voting Rights
Act .

Q And do you recall what they said about it?

A. | don't renmenber, no.
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Q Did any of the trainings discuss use of
racial data in redistricting?
A. No.

Q Did you -- as you were preparing for the

speci al session, did you | ook at maps from any prior

cycl es?

A. | did not | ook at any for reference.
Peopl e showed ne sone that were extrene that had
been done in previous cycles.

Q Okay. |'mgoing to mark anot her exhibit
for identification, and | apologize |I only have two
copies, but this was also fromthe set of docunents
that was just produced to us on Monday, comng in a
| ar ge hard-copy tranche.

And so the docunent begins LEG S00020482,

and I'mjust going to ask you about the docunent

ending in -20487. But -- but you can take a | ook at

the first few pages just to give yourself sone
background on this.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 13 was marked for
i dentification.)
THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MR MELLMAN:
Q Okay. Next | want to | ook at the page
-20487.
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Do you recall ever looking at this on the

2010 map?
A. | don't have specific recollection, no.
Q Do you recall generally |ooking at the --

t he 2010 nmaps?

A. General ly, yes.

Q If you look at the districts on the -- the
sort of mddle left, 34, 44, 46, 45, 37, that
area --

A. Uh- huh.

Q -- do you see sone of them are marked "D";

sone of them are marked "R"'?

A. Yes.

Q Did you make those notations?

A. It looks Iike ny handwiting, yes.

Q And do those indicate Denpcratic and

Republican voting districts?

A. Yes, they do.

Q Why did you nake those notations?

A. | don't renmenmber why | did it in this
particul ar instance, but, again, this is ultimately
a partisan process, so.

Q Okay. Okay. What is your understandi ng
of the intent of the Voting R ghts Act?

A. | believe -- | have a very sinple
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understanding, and it's just nmeant to ensure that

peopl e of other -- races other than white, and

ultimately maybe it will also protect white people,

that they have the right to vote and represent

and el ect a representative of their choice.

Q What i s your understanding of the history

of the Voting Rights Act?

A. | don't really have an under st andi ng.

Q Did you ever receive any instruction or

training on the Voting Rights Act?

A. No.

Q What is your understanding of the
connecti on between the Voting Rights Act and

redistricting?

A. That we have to conply with the Voting

Ri ghts Act.
Q And how was that done, to your

under st andi ng?

A. | -- I -- 1 don't know. Qur map drawers

in conjunction with our counsel ensure that we do

t hat .

Q To your understandi ng, does the Voting

Rights Act allows a state |egislature to consider

raci al considerations in determ ning voting

districts?
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A Well, | would assune it has to in order to
conply with the Voting Rights Act. But that's just
a very commonsense understanding. It's not because
| know anyt hi ng about the Voting Rights Act that
|'ve seen in a whitepaper somewhere.

Q Are you aware that until 2013 Georgia was
required to seek preclearance before enacting any
redistricting |legislation?

A. Yes.

Q Are you aware that the preclearance
requi rement was based on the Voting R ghts Act?

A. Yes.

Q Did the fact that Georgia was no | onger
required to preclear its redistricting plans inpact
your approach in the redistricting process?

A Not at all.

Q Woul d that change the approach of the
commttee in any way?

A No.

Q In terms of its process or policies or
procedur e?

A No.

Q Did it change the approach of the House as
a whol e?

A. No.
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Q During your tinme on the commttee, did
anyone reference the fact that Georgia was not
| onger required to seek preclearance?

A | definitely heard that from sone of the
| obbyi sts for the nonprofits who spoke.

Q What did they say about it?

A. They just -- they just commented that th
was the case and they didn't like it.

Q Did any legislators reference that?

A No.

Q Did anyone during your tinme as Chair, di
anyone nention to you anything that was different
this redistricting cycle fromthe previous
redistricting cycle in 20107

A. l"msorry. | don't -- | don't understan

Q Sure. Did any other |egislators discuss
with you any difference between the 2020
redistricting process and the 2010 redistricting
process?

A Not hi ng specific to the process.
Legi sl ators who had been here a long tine woul d
remark that it has -- that the political climte h

gotten ugly and bitter and personal and that was a
new devel opnent and they thanked ne for doing this

j ob.
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Q Are you aware of whether the Redistricting

Comm ttee hired counsel in 20107

A. | don't know but | would assune they did.

Q And woul d you know who that counsel was?

A. No, | woul dn't.

Q Are you aware of any policies or
procedures that governed the redistricting process
in 2010 that were no | onger used in 20207

A. No.

Q Okay. We're going to talk now for a
m nut e about the town hall neetings.

In the summer of 2021, did you take part
I n any in-person neetings with constituents to
col | ect feedback on Congressional redistricting?
A Yes.

Q What about State House redistricting?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. All right. 1'"mgoing to mark now
anot her exhibit. | apologize. |1've forgotten the
nunber .

COURT REPORTER: It will be 14.

MR. MELLMAN: Thank you.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 14 was marked for
I dentification.)

THE W TNESS: Y' all have w ndow washers.
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I
BY MR

O > O » O

A

have babi es.

MEL L MAN:
And do you recogni ze this docunent?
Yes. It appears to be a press rel ease.
And what is it -- what is it discussing?

The town hall neeting.
Okay. And do you see a date on there?

| see the date it was printed. On,

June 16, 2021.

Q

Okay. And so do you agree that this

docunent shows that from June 28 through August 11

t he House and Senate commttees held town halls in

CGeorgi a about the redistricting process?

A. Yes.

Q And you recall that happening?

A. Yes.

Q. You recall the town halls taking place?

A. Yes, yes.

Q And as we di scussed before, the ful
census wasn't released until Septenber.

So these town hall neetings took place

bef ore the census data was fully rel eased?

A

Q
A

Yes.
VWhy was that?

In order to visit as many places in the
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state, we needed to take care of this during the
summer nonths. Traditionally, it was held earlier
than this. So, as | nentioned, we're all part-tine
| egislators with full-tinme jobs, and we needed to --
to do this early in order to get it done.

Q Did you feel that you were able to receive
useful information even before the census data had
been rel eased?

A. Yes.

Q And what kind of information?

A. | nformati on about conmmunities of interest.
| think I told you that, you know, we recognized
sonme of them were just overwhel m ng. When we went
to Pickens County, I'mtrying to think -- | can't
specifically recall others, but we definitely did
hear from people who tal ked about their communities
and how inportant it was to keep certain areas
t oget her.

And they woul d give the reasons why. You
know, |i ke, they shared, you know, their comrunity
parks or they had a city that was in both counties.
That sort of thing. Also produced to you were all
of my -- I -- | took notes at every one of those.

So | wote down what everybody said so that | could

internalize themat the tinme which | did at the
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time. | just can't renenber now.
Q And how were these dates sel ected?
A. They revol ved around the schedul es nostly
for John Kennedy and ne and our -- our |aw practice.
Q And so was it you and Senat or Kennedy t hat

sel ected the dates?

A. Yes.
Q Anyone el se?
A. Sonetines it would depend on what date the

venue was avail able. There may have been sone that
our nedi a departnent, you know, had because they had

to be there and have a certain staff there. So |

know that it -- it got tweaked after we put in
our -- our first request.
Q Were any other |egislators involved in

sel ecting the dates?
A. | don't think so.
Q O any LCRO staff?

A. | don't think so, no.

Q How were the | ocations for the town halls
sel ect ed?

A. We took the locations that had been used

in previous redistricting processes and nostly went
fromthat. | think we added a north netro area, but

for the nost part, it's the sanme as it had been
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bef or e.
Q Al right. 1'mgoing to introduce
Exhi bit 15 now.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 15 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. MELLMAN:
Q And it begins LEG S00002902.
Do you recognize this docunent?
A Yes.
Q And is this an email exchange between you
and Senat or Kennedy?

A. Yes, it is.

Q And some others down the line as well?
A Yes.

Q And it's dated May 27, 20217?

A Yes.

Q And it |l ooks to be a discussion of where

to hold the town halls?

A. Yes.

Q Looking at the end of the first paragraph,
you say "We liked having it somewhere in Forsyth
County -- maybe Cunm ng?"

A Yes.

Q After |ooking at the previous docunent, it

appears you did ultimtely have a hearing in
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Cunm ng?

A Yes, we did.

Q You renenber that?

Can you just describe the rationale for
choosi ng that area?

A. Yeah. We have a lot of new growth in that
area. Forsyth County was an area that had a | ot of
new growh. Cummng is an area that is situated
kind of in the mddle of those northern suburbs, and
Jan Jones and | both represent constituents from up
in the area. W both represent Repub- -- Republican
districts within Denocrat counties.

So those constituents oftentines feel
unheard because they're not represented at the
county level. And we thought it was inportant for
us to -- to hear fromthem |Most, if not every
single other area that we went to, was predom nantly
Denocr at .

Q Looking at the -- the paragraph bel ow the
list of counties there or |locations, you say "It
| ooks |ike, fromthe map anyway, we need to choose a
pl ace to have a hearing sonewhere in the northeast
Georgi a nountains."

Why did you want -- want to have a hearing

t here?
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A Because it | ooked |ike we were not giving
t hose fol ks a convenient place to join us, and |
think we ultimately ended up -- we did not end up
havi ng one up there.

Q And then the next line you say "I think

At hens woul d be an inportant place to have one as

wel | . "
Wiy is that?
A. Because that's a -- kind of a -- just we
| ooked at the map and | ooked at the -- the

popul ati on centers around the state and that | ooked
i ke an area that would be one that a | ot of people
could get to from you know, surroundi ng

nei ghbor hoods.

Q And | see you did hold one in Atl anta.

But you did not hold any in DeKalb County,
Cobb County, or OGmM nnett County; is that right?

A Right. And we did hold one in Athens. |
don't know that it's |isted here, but we did
ultimately hold one in Athens.

Q Okay. Why didn't you -- DeKal b, Cobb and
GmM nnett are three of the nore popul ous counties in
CGeorgia; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q So why did you not hold a hearing in any
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of those counties?

A. Well, for DeKalb, there are parts of
DeKalb in Atlanta and we had a hearing in Atlanta
within a fewmles of, | mean, single digits, of the

DeKal b County Ii ne.

Il live in GMnnett County. | represented
all nmy -- all ny constituents |lived in GmM nnett
County. But, like I said, Cumm ng was kind of in

bet ween that northern metro arc. So it was j ust
kind of a central |ocation. Again, probably 5 mles
frommy Gm nnett County address.

Q Did you becone aware of any concerns of
harassnent of nmenbers of the public who spoke at the
town halls?

A Yes.

Q What concerns did you becone aware of?

A. Well, Cindy Battles. W knew her. She
cane to every neeting and spoke. She was probably
one of our nost vocal -i npassi oned speakers and, not
surprisingly, she got into sonme kind of voice
altercation with soneone who was equal ly as

passi onate as she was. And she enmniled ne about it.

Q And so did you take any action related to
t hat ?
A. | can't renenber. \hatever happened was
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outlined in the email.

Q Okay. And so at the town halls did you or
ot her | egislators answer questions from Georgi a
residents?

A. No.

Q Were any requests nmade to you that
i nformati on about the redistricting process be

provi ded in | anguages ot her than English?

A Yes.

Q What happened as a result of those
requests?

A. That's sonet hing we tal ked about and,

ultimately, that's just not the way our commttees
work here in the State House and the State Senate.
We don't translate and we didn't have the resources
to do that, and there was just no practical way
to -- to acconplish that goal

Q Did you look into doing that?

A. No, we -- we didn't. W -- we -- we al
di scussed it and ultimately decided that it was not
a reasonabl e request.

Q "We all" neaning the nenbers of the
commttee?

A. Yes.

Q Just the House Commttee or the Senate
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commttee as wel|?

A Oh, | don't know what the Senate conm ttee
did. The House.

Q Do you know if any of the town hal
| ocati ons were inaccessible to people with
disabilities?

A. It's ny understanding that none of them
were. | did receive an email from sonmeone cl ai m ng
that the Augusta |ocation was not accessible. But |
brought that up to the |egislator who arranged this,
and he went to the venue and, ultimately, that was a
false claim is what was reported to ne.

Q Were there any other redistricting town
hal s held after the rel ease of the census data?

A. | do not recall

Q To your know edge, was the August 11,
2021, town hall the | ast one?

A. | f that's what our records show on the
Redistricting Conmttee website. | -- | don't have
I ndependent recoll ection.

Q Did you publish any redistricting
information in | anguages other than English?

A. No.

Q Do you recall the date that the census

rel eased the results of the 2020 census?
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A. | don't.
Q Okay. I'mgoing to mark Exhibit 16. This
Is just a...

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 16 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q. And what is this docunent?

A. It looks Iike a printout that soneone made

fromthe United States governnment outlining the
census tinmeline for --

Q Were you following --

A -- 2020.

Q -- the census tineline at the tinme that

the results were being rel eased?

A. | was being updated by our Reapporti onnment
Ofice.
Q As -- as they received the data or

recei ved updat es?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And according to this tineline, the
census data was not initially released until
August 12. It's on the second page.

A. Okay.

Q Do you recall that -- receiving that data
on August 127
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A. | recall the Reapportionnment O fice
talking to us about that. | think that m ght be
that | egacy data that | referenced earlier.

Q And | ooking at the -- the next bull et
there it appears that the final redistricting data
was rel eased Septenber 167

COURT REPORTER: Excuse me, M. Mel |l man.

You have to get closer to the m crophone.

BY MR. MELLMAN

Q It appears the final redistricting data
was rel eased Septenber 167

A. Yes.

Q Why is the census data inportant in
drawi ng districts, to your know edge?

A Well, to nmy know edge, that's -- that's
what's used to determ ne where the growth and
popul ation retraction are. So that guides how you
draw t he maps.

Q And so you agree that before seeing the
census data, the public wouldn't be able to know
whi ch areas of the state had grown and which had
shrunk?

A No, | don't agree with that. Inforned
peopl e al ready knew that generally there was a | ot

of growth in the metro Atlanta area and that there
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was popul ation retraction in the southwestern part
of the state.

Q But wi thout the data, you wouldn't be able
to tell exactly how much growth and where it
occurred; right?

A. Not exactly. There were estimates that, |
think, ultimtely weren't that far off, but yeah,
you couldn't know exactly what to do. You just knew
generally the areas of the state that would be
probably losing a district.

Q And so there were no town halls even after
the initial census data was rel eased on August 12;
right?

A. |l -- 1 -- if that's what our website
shows, then there were not.

Q Why did you not plan any town halls for
after the release of the census data?

A. Well, we had tal ked about having a virtual
one, but | actually ended up having a famly tragedy
and it took me out for a little while, from about
August the 12th or so until | cane back for
redistrict- -- redistricting.

Q And when did you cone back --

A When we canme back for --

Q -- the session?
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A Yeah. | think | -- | was able to handle
sonme neetings virtually with nmenbers. That's --
that's | think all | did.

Q Until the beginning of the speci al
sessi on?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall how the date of August 11
was chosen for the final town hall?

A. | don't renenber. | know we were trying
to get them done before school went back because we
knew t hat that would be a conpeting interest with
back-t o-school nights and kids' sports and practices
and things like that. So | know that was a goal .

Q Were you aware at the tinme that the census
data was going to cone out on August 127

A. | -- | don't renmenmber that. | was just
updated about it by the Reapportionnent Office.

Q When you were planning the town halls, did
you have the tineline for the rel ease of the census
data in mnd at all?

A. No. | mean, yes and no in that we -- we
wanted to try to get as nuch of the whol e process
conpleted as we could. W knew we were late on it,
| ater than typical previous redistricting periods or

processes. So | -- 1 really -- | just -- that
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period of tinme is very fuzzy.

Q You said you had estimtes of the
popul ati on growt h and contraction.

Did you use those estinmates in any way
before receiving the census results?

A. W -- we did in -- when we were
considering the areas to go to for the town halls.
That's why you see big spaces, geographic spaces,
bet ween the towns that we visited in the southern
part of the state. \Whereas, up in the northern
metro area, they're kind of close together. You
know, Atlanta, Cumm ng, Dalton. Those are all --
At hens, all kind of close together. But down in
those -- the bottom part of the state, we had | ong
trips in between.

Q Were those estinmates used at all in the
map- drawi ng process before the full