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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Good norning. W are on
video record at 9:03 a.m, on Mnday January 9th,
2023. Please note that the m crophones are sensitive
and may pick up whispering and private conversations.
Pl ease nute your phones at this tine. Audio and
video recording will continue to take place unless
all parties agree to go off the record.

This is Media Unit 1 of the video-recorded
deposition of 30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson taken by
counsel for defendant in the matter of Al pha Phi
Al pha Fraternity, Inc., et al. versus Brad
Raf f ensperger filed in the U S. District Court,
Northern District of Georgia, Atlanta Division.
Location of this deposition is Taylor, English in
Atl anta, Georgi a.

My nanme is Leo M| eman representing
Veritext. |'mthe videographer. Court reporter is
Tracy Wllianms fromthe firm Veritext.

W Il counsel all present please introduces
yoursel ves after which the court reporter will swear
in the wtness.

MR. TYSON: Good norning. |'m Bryan Tyson
on behalf of the Secretary of State.

MR. BOYLE: |'m Donald Boyle also for the

Secretary of State.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MR. GARABADU: |'m Rahul Garabadu on behal f
of the AME plaintiffs.

MS. DOUGLAS: Maura Dougl as on behal f of
the AME plaintiffs.

MR. JACOUTOT: And Bryan Jacoutot joining
virtually on behalf of the Secretary of State.

MR. JACKSON: Reginald Jackson representing
the AME plaintiff.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: To the people on Zoom
could you please identify yourselves for the record.
Thank you.

MS. MORRIS: |'m Samantha Morris on behal f
of the AME plaintiffs.

MR. SAVI TZKY: This is Ari Savitzky on
behal f of the AME plaintiffs.

REGI NALD JACKSON,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. TYSON:
Q Al right. WelIl, good norning, Bishop
Jackson.
A. Good norning.
Q. My name is Bryan Tyson. It's good to see
you again. | know we've had sone --
Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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A.  Yeah.

Q -- interactions over tine, so glad to see
you this norning on a Monday norning.

A. Good seeing you.

Q So we're going to take today what's call ed
a 30(b)(6) deposition of the Sixth District AME. And
do you have a preference about how | refer to the
Sixth District, Sixth District AME?

A. Sixth District is fine.

Q Okay. Sixth District. That works great.
And we'll be taking this today for the purposes of
di scovery, which is just the process to get sone
i nformati on about your clains and about the Sixth
District's clainms in the case.

So ny goal today is just to ask you sone
guestions, get sonme answers on that. M goal is not
to confuse you or ask you a bunch of confusing
guestions. Anybody who has been in a deposition with
me before, though, will tell you that sonetinmes | get
to the question mark of a sentence and you have no
i dea what |'masking. That is totally fine. Just
|l et me know that, and I'll rephrase it.

A,  Ckay.
Q For our court reporter, it's best that we

speak clearly and give yes and no answers instead of

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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uh-huh or uh-uh or you shaking the head. She can't
capture that on the transcript.

A 1"l renenber that.

Q And, also, | know in conversation, we tend
to talk over each other. You may know where |'m
going with a question. Just wait for me to finish
t he question before you start your answer and that
w |l make the transcript clean for everybody.

A, WII do.

Q Okay. And then the other piece is we can
take as many breaks as you need during the course of
the day. M only request is that we don't take a
break while | have a question pending. After you
give an answer, just let ne know you need a break,
and then we can take a break at any point.

So what I'll do today just to kind of know
where we are headed is I'"'mgoing to start with just
sone background information about you, and then we'll
mark the various topics that we've tal ked about for
the answers fromthe Sixth District and then work
t hrough those topics hopefully in order to just Kkind
of work our way through and see how far we can get.

So if we can start, then, with your full
nanme for the record, please.

A. Reginald Thomas Jackson.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And what is your work address, not your

home address. But where is your office?

A I A | ant a,
E—

Q And your role is the Bishop of the Sixth
District of AME?

A. Bishop of the Sixth District.

Q Okay. And how I ong have you had that role?

A.  Since 2016.

Q Now, this is one of the questions |I have to
ask just to make sure. Are you on any nedication or
have any nedi cal condition that would keep you from
fully and truthfully participating today?

A.  No.

Q And I know you've testified before, but do
you recall the tinmes when you've given a deposition
I n the past?

A. Not the specific tinmes. | renmenber doing
t he depositions.

Q Ckay. Do you renenber what cases they were
about ?

A. Yes. They -- we were plaintiffs in a case
brought by a Fair Fight.

Q And aside fromthe deposition in Fair

Fight, do you recall giving a deposition in any other

800.808.4958
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case?

A. There was a federal case which dealt with
Fair Fight as well.

Q Okay. And was that case different than
the -- well, we'll call it the big Fair Fight action
case, or was it the sanme case? Do you recall?

A. They were different.

Q Ckay. And is that other case, was that
related to voter purges and people being renoved from
the voter rolls?

A.  Yes.

Q Ckay. So besides those two cases for Fair
Fight, with Fair Fight action, do you recall any
ot her tines where you' ve given a deposition before?

A.  Not right off.

Q GOkay. And | know you've testified at
trial, and I renenber you testifying at the Fair
Fi ght action trial, and you've also testified in the
prelimnary injunction hearing in this redistricting
case, too, right?

A. Correct.

Q Ckay. Have you testified at trial in any
ot her cases that you recall?

A. Not that I'maware of, but it's becom ng

of t en.

800.808.4958
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Q Okay. Becomng a regular thing at this
poi nt ?

A.  Yeah.

Q Al right. Again, just sone nore
background i nformati on. Have you ever been arrested
bef ore?

A.  No.

Q So you have never been convicted of a

crime?
A.  No.
Q OCkay. In terns of getting ready for your

deposition today, have you tal ked about this case
wi th anybody besi des your | awers?

A.  No.

Q Okay. So let ne get sone educati onal
background on you, then. Could you start for ne with
where and when you graduated from hi gh school ?

Ch, gosh. 1972.
Ckay.

> O »

Seens |i ke ancient of days.

Q And did you go to college right after you
graduated from hi gh school ?

A Yes, Del aware State University.

Q Okay. And did you earn a degree from

Del aware St ate?

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A. Yes, history and political science.

Q And do you recall what year that was that
you earned your history and political science --

A 1976.

Q Geat. And if you'll just let me finish
t he question all the way, that will help everybody
out .

So then after you got your degree in

1976 -- |I'm assum ng that was a bachel or's degree.

A.  Yes.

Q =-- did you go on to further education after
t hat ?

A. Yes. Master of Divinity.

Q And where did you get your Master of
Divinity?

A. We sinply call it ITC, but it's the
| nt erdenom nati onal Theol ogical Center here in
Atl ant a.

Q Al right. And do you recall what year you
got your Master of Divinity?

A.  1979.

Q  And have you pursued further education
after that?

A. No.

Q Okay. Do you hold any professional

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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| i censes of any sort, like a real estate license or
things like that?

A.  No.

Q OCkay. So let's talk about enpl oynment
hi story as well as kind of get some background there.
Let's start with after you got your Master of
Divinity in 1979. Did you have a job at that tinme?

A. MW whole career has been with mnistry,
pastor to Saint John AME Church in Jersey City, New
Jersey, from 1979 to 1981. And then pastor at Saint
Mat t hew AME Church in Orange, New Jersey, from 1981
to 2012.

Q  Ckay.

A. And then in 2012, | was elected a bishop in
t he AME Church.

Q And | probably should have asked this
earlier, but did you have a connection to New Jersey?
s that why you started --

A. No. In the Methodi st church, they wll
assign you. And nmuch to ny chagrin, they assigned ne
to New Jersey.

Q CGot it. Are you from Georgia originally?

A. No. I'moriginally fromthe small -- you
know, because we get so much said about us, I'mfrom

Del aware, which | rem nd people was the first state

800.808.4958
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I n the union.

Q That's right. So can you just tell ne a
little bit about what your responsibilities were when
you were pastor at Saint Matthew in Orange, New
Jersey?

A. Yeah. As a pastor, it was ny
responsibility to | ead that congregation, just a
matter of preachi ng on Sundays, you know, counseli ng.
You are also the chief executive officer responsible
for the adm nistration of the church. And during
that tenure, it was wonderful. Congregation grew to
about 3,000 nenbers, built two churches. It was a
very good mnistry and was very involved in the life
of the state.

Q That's wonderful. |In the AME or Met hodi st
tradition, do the churches function largely
I ndependently? You said you were assigned pl aces,
SO --

A. It cones under the Methodist church. For
exanpl e, when | was in New Jersey, | was a part of
the New Jersey conference. And there were about --
it was about 150 churches in the New Jersey
conference, and that was also part of what we called
a first Episcopal district. The AME church has 20

Epi scopal district geographical areas.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And do those 20 districts cover the entire
United States?

A. They cover -- Districts 1 to 13 cover the
United States, and 14 to 20 cover parts of Africa,
t he West Indies, and sonme of Engl and.

Q So truly a global church?

A.  Yes.

Q That's great. So you said in 2012, you
were chosen as a bishop in the AVE?

A. Uh- huh.

Q Vhat is the process for that?

A.  Very expensive. You have to be el ected.
But the general conference neets every four years,
and the general conference elects the bishops, and
t hen you' re assigned.

| was elected in 2012 and was sent to
Africa, southern Africa. So | spent four years in
sout hern Africa, and then in 2016, was assigned to
Georgia. M tine in Georgia will be up in 2024.

Q Okay. So are you given a particular term
then to serve as district --

A.  Yeah. You can serve in the district for
four years. Then you can be reassigned for another
four, but the |l ongest you can serve is eight.

Q Cot it.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A. So ny eight years will be up.

Q In 2024. So can you just tell ne alittle
bit about that period from 2012 to 2016, in terns of
your job and your responsibilities?

A.  Yeah. Conference, southern Africa, | spent
the four years there, back and forth here
occasionally, but, again -- and it was called the
20th District of the AME Church. There were about
300 and sonme churches in that geographical area.

The bishop is responsible to assign the
pastors to churches, assign presiding elders a
di strict superintendent, as sone of them are call ed.
And, again, you are responsible for the
adm nistrative affairs of the district.

Q And then what brought about the switch to
the Sixth District? |Is that sonething you got to
choose or not?

A. In 2016, the bishop who was in this
district retired, so this district was open. The
general conference net, and | had expressed an
interest in comng to Georgia. | had told them | had
Georgia on my mnd, and they sent ne here.

Q That's great. And so can you just give ne
alittle overview of what your responsibilities | ook

| i ke as the bishop of the Sixth District?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A. Primarily, the sane, the assignnent of a
pastor of the churches. There are 500 and sone
churches in Georgia. Then is to give oversight
there's -- well, because there's six conferences in
the state of Georgia, Atlanta north, southwest, south
Augusta, and Macon conferences -- to give oversight
to them and, again, responsible for the
adm nistrative affairs of the Sixth District.

In addition to that, sonmething which I'm
not going to mss in 2024, | wll no |l onger be the
chair of the Board of Mdrrris Brown Coll ege or Turner
Sem nary here in Atlanta.

Q Are those responsibilities at Mdurris Brown
and Turner part of the job of the Sixth District?

A. Yeah. The bishop is the chair of their
boards of trustees.

Q Does the Sixth District only include the
state of Georgia, or does it include other states?

A. No, Sixth District is only the state of
Georgi a.

Q | believe at the prelimnary injunction
hearing, you said there were over 500 churches in the
Sixth District?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. Do you recall the specific nunber?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A. | believe it's 524. Sone have nerged and
all, but it's around 524.
Q Al right. So, M. Jackson, what | want to
do, then, is hand you what was marked as Exhibit 1.
(Defendant's Exhibit 1 was marked for
i dentification.)

BY MR, TYSON:

Q I'll ask if you've seen this docunent
bef ore?
A. | believe so.

Q OCkay. So just for the record, this

docunent is entitled the "Amended Notice of the
30(b) (6) Deposition of Sixth District of the African
Met hodi st Epi scopal Church.™

And if you could turn with nme to the second
page, and since this is a deposition of an
organi zation with you as its representative, there is
some kind of forrmulatic things |I have to work through
with you just to confirm If you |ook down at the

paragraph that begins, "please note,"” you see that
the notice indicates that "The organizati on nust
desi gnate one or nore officers, directors, managi ng
agents, or other appropriate persons who consent to
testify on behalf of the organization."

Do you see that?

800.808.4958
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A. Yes, | do.

Q And are you the person that the Sixth
District has designated to testify today?

A. Yes, | am

Q And then you see the next sentence there
says, "The person nust be ready to testify about the
i nformati on known or reasonably available to the
organi zation," and then the topics listed in
Exhibit A Do you see that?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q And if you turn to the fourth page, they
start Exhibit Awith alist of topics. Do you see
t hat ?

A. Yes, | do.

Q And you were the witness for every topic in
Exhi bit A for the Sixth District, right?

A. Correct.

Q And the -- back in the sentence we were
| ooki ng at, you have to be ready to testify about
I nformati on known or reasonably available to the
organi zation, right?

A. Repeat that.

Q I'msorry. | skipped back to this
par agraph here at the end.

A.  Okay.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q It says, you nust be ready to testify about
I nformati on known or reasonably available to the
organi zati on?

A. Correct.

Q And so you understand today that as you are
testifying, you're testifying on behalf of the Sixth
District's know edge on these topics, right?

A. Correct.

Q Al right. So Bishop Jackson, what | want
to do next, we can pause on the exhibit for just a
second just to tal k about kind of how you got ready
for your deposition today.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q So do you recall when you first |earned you
were going to be giving a deposition in this case?

A. Do | remenmber when?

Q  \When, yes, sir.

A. | would say a couple of nonths ago,
approxi mately.

Q And do you recall when you -- was it the
same time you | earned that you were going to be the
witness for the Sixth District, approxinmtely?

A.  When they informed me about the deposition,
| just presumed | was going to be the w tness.

Q That makes sense. Do you recall when you

Veritext Lega Solutions
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started getting ready for the deposition?

A.  Four or five weeks ago.

Q And I'm not asking you for kind of a |egal
anal ysis or anything. But can you just, in your own
words, explain to nme what your understandi ng of your
obligations are in the deposition today?

A. A representative of the Sixth District as
it relates to matters related to the district
boundari es and all as approved by the |egislation
signed by the governor.

Q Al right. So in getting ready for today,
can you just describe generally kind of the process
you went through to get ready for your deposition?

MR. GARABADU: And |I'mjust going to
I nstruct the witness not to reveal any communi cati ons
that you had with your attorney as part of the
attorney-client privilege.
BY MR, TYSON:

Q Certainly. Yeah.

A. Basically was trying to renmenber the
conversations fromthe | ast deposition, trying to
have sone idea what | would be tal king about.

Q Mdkes sense. Did you | ook at any paper
docunments to get ready for your deposition?

A. No.
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Q D dyou review any e-nmail s?

A.  No.

Q Did you review any financial records to
prepare for your deposition?

A. No, | didn't.

Q Did you review -- do you recall | ooking at
the conplaints in the case to get ready?

A. | was refreshed on what the conplaints
wer e.

Q And do you recall whether you | ooked at
your declaration that you presented in this case for

the prelimnary injunction hearing?

A. No, | was trying to find it and couldn't,
so, no.

Q Got it. Wll, | have a copy today, so
we'll be able to deal with that.

Ckay. So did you review any of the
testinony that you gave at the prelimnary injunction
hearing or in the Fair Fight cases?

A.  No.

Q And I know we said earlier you hadn't
tal ked to anybody except for your |awers, and |
don't want to know what you tal ked to your |awers
about. But did you talk with your |awers to get

ready for your deposition?
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A. | had conversations with them

Q In getting ready for your deposition today,
did you speak with anybody else in the Sixth District
about any of the topics?

A.  No.

Q Is there any topic in the deposition notice
that you're not prepared to tal k about today? And if
you need to take a mnute to | ook through them
that's fine to do.

A.  Thank you. |'mprepared to tal k about
them How precise | can be, for exanple, on
budgetary matters, |'mnot sure. But |I'm prepared to
tal k about them

Q Okay. Well, with that, let's go ahead and
nove into the specific topics, then.

A. And I'malso going to say before we go
further, nmy attorney indicated that you all needed a
copy of our Book of Discipline, the new one. So
soneone fromny office is bringing up, which just
cane in Friday. So when they text nme or |let me know,
we' || have sonebody --

Q GCkay. Thank you. Yeah, we got the PDF
copy. But | know there was sone issues
formatting-wi se and all that, so that makes sense.

A. Right.
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Q | do have to say, as a -- |I'ma Southern

Baptist. And so reading through some of the things
of the Book if Discipline | ooks very thorough
conpared to kind of the very general nature of ny
denom nation, so.

A. Yeah, you have to keep the m ndset, go | ook
this up. So it's not easy.

Q R ght. Oobviously, a |lot of thought has
gone into that over the years, so.

All right. Wll, let's go ahead and go

t hrough sonme of the topics. So I'mgoing to try ny

best today to work through these in order.

A, Okay.

Q It may be that some of the questions | ask
may fall into nore than one topic. And so probably
what we're going to see is there will be a |ot of

questions at the beginning that may address sone
ot her topics, but that still fit within 1 and 2, for
exanple. And, hopefully, that will just shorten the
remai nder of the topics as we work our way al ong.
But, again, if you need a break, just let nme know and
we'll do that.

A,  Ckay.

Q Al right. So what | want to do is begin
with Topics 1 and 2 on Exhibit A And |I'm putting
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t hese toget her because they kind of go together.

A, Okay.

Q | think if we can sort them out, we can.

But those are the organi zation's allocation of
resources and budgetary decisions from January 1st,
2021, through the present, that reflect the diversion
of funds and resources the organization alleges it
has undertaken in its conplaint, Topic 1.

Then Topic 2 is the changes made to the
organi zation's budget as well as any contenporaneous
rational e for such changes during its budget years
from January 1, 2021, through the present, related to
the | aws, policies, or protocols challenged in this
action.

So you were the designee of the Sixth
District for Topics 1 and 2, right?

A.  Uh-huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A.  Yes.

Q And just so you're prepared, I'mgoing to
have a series of questions for each topic that are
going to be repetitive of sonme |'ve asked you
al ready.

A, Okay.

Q But for getting ready for Topics 1 and 2,
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did you review any docunents specifically to prepare
for Topics 1 and 2?

A.  Not specifically.

Q Did you review any docunents generally to
prepare for Topics 1 and 27?

A.  No.

Q And did you speak to anyone currently
associated with the Sixth District to prepare for
Topics 1 and 27

A No, | didn't. And, generally, |I'm m ndful
of the line items for the budget, but I don't --
unl ess soneone in the organization says to ne, we're
way under or way over, | don't get too nuch into
t hat .

Q And so |I'massum ng you also didn't speak
to anybody who is no | onger associated with the Sixth
District to prepare for Topics 1 and 2?

A. Correct.

Q So does the Sixth District claimthat it's
had to divert financial sources as a result of the
redistricting maps that are challenged in this case?

MR. GARABADU. And before the w tness
answers, |'mjust going to instruct the w tness that
pursuant to the First Amendnent Associ ati onal

Privilege, to not discuss specific budget line itens.
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You know, he can testify as to resources generally,
human resources, and financial resources at a broad
| evel , but not to get into budget line itens.
THE W TNESS: Yeah. All | can say on that

Is -- and when we tal k about resources, | don't just
consi der those resources to have been financial.
BY MR. TYSON:

Q  Uh- huh,

A. To give you an exanple, the Sixth D strict
has what we call a -- and at each conference, a
Soci al Action Conmm ssion. And whereas they may have
dealt with say |ocal school board issues, with this
action, it required us -- we were trying to make sure
we got as nmany people registered to vote and that
kind of thing. So a |lot of that ended up being
trying to get people registered and all on college
canpuses and hi gh school seniors and that kind thing.
So that's where those resources were concentrated to.

As related to financial, it was basically

general spending. It may have been giving sonme of
t hem noney for gas or sonething else that would be
related to their efforts to increase the voter
turnout, increase voter registration, and very nuch
vot er educati on.

Q And so what | want to do just for today,
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just so you're aware, | understand there will be kind
of nonbudgetary things that were done with the
people's tinme and volunteer tinme. | want to talk
about those separate and just kind of take them one
piece at a tine.

So, first of all, I want to just
understand, is the Sixth District spending any budget
itens differently than it would otherw se based on
the redistricting plans that it challenges in this
case?

A. | would say different, yes. For exanple,
on the college canpuses, rather that what our
initial -- because much of our work with the coll eges
before was trying to get students at colleges to
becone involved in our churches, sonething which I
think is general throughout all churches regardl ess
of denom nati on.

There has been a decline in the nunber of
yout h and young adults, specifically MIllennials, in
the life of the church. And so we had a canpai gn.
And fortunate, for exanple, here in Atlanta, we have
the AU Center. W have Cl ark, Morehouse, Spel man,
trying to get those students, and other parts of the
state where we had col | eges.

So whereas the effort in that, it was
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sonmewhat changed in terns of making sure people were
registered and all of that. So I'm not sure that the
spendi ng i ncreased as nuch as it may have been
targeted to anot her purpose.

Q And try and | understand then. So the
spendi ng you said may not have changed, but basically
the specific programthat the noney was bei ng spent
on changed?

A. Correct. And part of that as well was al
of us were facing real financial constraints then
because we were dealing with the pandemic and all of
that. So you couldn't spend what you didn't have.

Q And is it correct that, for exanple, the
col | ege canpus outreach, the change in terns of what
was being spent is you were no |longer trying to get
col | ege students involved at a church, but instead
were working to help themregister to vote?

A.  Yeah, for exanple, previous election
turnout anong young adults, MIllennials, really
declined. And so that was a mmj or concern to us.
And so we made a concerted effort to see if we could
i ncrease, especially anong M|l ennials, voter
t urnout .

And then there was sone discussion -- |

don't renmenber the specific details -- as it rel ated

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N T T N T N N I e S S S = S T
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 216 Filed 03/17/23 Page 32 of 241

30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

Page 32

to high school seniors who were turning 18 and
whet her or not they were still being automatically
regi stered when they went to get their |icense and
all. So we focused on that, making sure that they
got registered. So that becone the priority.

Q And do you recall when that becane a
priority of kind of shifting fromgetting them
I nvol ved, college students involved in churches, to
hel ping themregister to vote?

A Well, it's always been our effort to get
the MIllennials and all involved in the churches.
But in ternms of the election with the absolutely
atrocious turnout -- in fact, | renmenber in 2016, the
very first neeting that | had with the AME churches
I n Georgia, the pastors, | really conpl ained and ki nd
of went on a tyrant about how poor the turnout was.
And as long as | was in Georgia, | was going to try
my best not to have a repeat of that. And so that
became a priority for the district because it was a
priority for the bishop.

Q Understood. And so with that priority
focus beginning in 2016, were there changes in
prograns or funding for specific prograns after
November of 20217

A. What we did, we cane up with a program
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call ed Operation Voter Turnout, which was an AME
effort. We did not devel op a budget for it, but we

j ust decided we would have to find funds sonmewhere in
the current budget. And, fortunately, and for which
" mextrenely pleased, we had a | ot of people
primarily, say, our mssionaries who voluntarily did
a lot of stuff in terms of, you know, talking to
peopl e, getting themto vote.

And we had a person, M. Janes Denone, who
headed up Operation Voter Turnout who coordinated the
efforts. And what funds he needed, we got it out of
the current budget. Sone canme fromthe social action
budget. Sone cane fromthe Christian education |line
item And some cane out of the young adult line item
I n the budget. What those anmounts are, |' m not
specifically aware of, but | know those are areas we
real ly used.

And so we had to not backtrack, but we had
to divert fromwhat the original priority of the line
itenms were in order to get this done. In fact, if |
could add -- and it was so inportant. It was not
just a matter for AMES, but | was able to pull
toget her the | eadership of other predom nantly bl ack
denom nations, the United -- the United Methodists,
the CME church, AMEs, our church, other faith | eaders
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to beconme involved in this effort. So it really

becane a statew de effort.

Q Do you recall when Operation Voter Turnout
began?

A. | don't renmenber the exact date, but it
really began after the 2018 el ecti on.

Q And the activities of Operation Voter
Turnout you said were funded fromvarious line itens
that were going to be used for another purpose, but
were instead used for Operation Voter Turnout?

A. Yeah, I'"'mgoing to say -- | don't want to
say that all the funds in the line item were diverted
for that, but where we needed to, we found a way to
find the noney rather than going back and asking the
churches for nore noney. |In fact, |I'mvery pleased
we didn't ask a single church for any nore noney for
t he budget because, again, | realized they were
struggling because they were just com ng out of the
burden of the pandem c

Q So besides Operation Voter Turnout, were
there other activities of the Sixth District where
noney was spent differently as a result of the
redistricting maps?

A. Not as it related to election.

Q Sol want to dig into this --
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A, Well, | take that back. One, we did -- the
AME church has a -- every four years, it's called a

M ssionary and YPD Quadrennial. And we did have to
divert sonme funds to help get our young people to the
YPD Quadrennial, which was held in Orlando. So | do
remenber that as one of the areas.

(Defendant's Exhibit 2 was marked for
I dentification.)
BY MR, TYSON:

Q So let nme hand you what I'll mark as
Exhibit 2. This is a docunent that was produced to
us in discovery. |Is this a docunent that you've seen
bef ore?

A, Yes, it is.

Q And can you explain to ne what this
docunment is?

A. This is relative to Operation Voter
Turnout, and it was to help us get out to vote, to
get people notivated, and for voter registration.

Q Do you recall when this docunment was
created? And the only date | could find was that the
2022 el ections were rapidly approaching there at the
begi nning. Do you recall generally when this
docunment was created?

A. | don't remenber specifically, but | would
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say generally leading up to the 2022 election. In
fact, we had a simlar effort which was foll ow ng the
2018 election, and | think this is probably just an
updat ed version of that.

Q Ckay. And |ooking at this docunent,
there's a reference to Senate Bill 202, the Election
Integrity Act, passed by the Georgia |egislature. Do
you see that?

A.  \What paragraph is that one?

Q In the very first paragraph, third
sent ence.

A. Ckay. Uh-huh.

Q And you say down two sentences after that,
"This is an effort to suppress the vote of black and
brown voters." Do you see that?

A.  Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A. Yes, I'msorry. | keep funbling that.

Q And the "this" in that sentence is
referring to Senate Bill 202, right?

A. Correct. Un-huh.

Q And the docunment al so says that "Each of us
must remai n woke, informed, and determ ned to cast
our ballot."

Do you know what the Sixth District was
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referring to with that sentence?

A. Well, there was a time that foregone, what
| call for lack of a better term the right began to
conpl ai n about people being woke. And so | just
figured I would use their word in there. And I'm
still not sure what -- |I'mpresuming that it refers
to being aware and m ndful. That's what I'm
presum ng, so that's the context in which it's used.

Q Got it. And you just provided nmy next
gquestion. M next question was going to be" what
does "woke" nean in that context?

A.  Yeah.

Q But that makes sense. The begi nning of the
next paragraph, you say you're asking the Sixth
Epi scopal District to organize and produce a | arger
bl ack turnout in the 2022 elections. Do you see
t hat ?

A.  Uh- huh, yes.

Q And so I'"'massumng is the -- is this you
writing this docunment that you are asking for --

A.  Yes.

Q =-- that turnout? Okay. And were you --
was there a larger black turnout in the 2022
el ections?

A. Yes, there was, thankfully.
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Q Now, | have | ooked through this docunent,

and | see references to kind of the process of voting
and absentee voting and getting people to vote, the
El ection Protection Hotline. | didn't find any
references to redistricting or district maps in this
document. Do you recall if redistricting was part of
Operati on Voter Turnout?

A. If | amcorrect, the redistricting canme
about at the beginning of 2020, as we were preparing
for the election. | think that's when census and all
of that was goi ng on.

And in addition to that, redistricting
dealt with first state elections and -- | nean, state
districts, and then it becane an issue as it related
to federal congressional district s. And at this
poi nt, our major concern was to make sure we got out
at least as large or larger than we had in the 2020
el ection. And this did not deal specifically with
the districting, but | think there may be sone ot her
pl aces where we specifically tal ked about
districting.

For exanmple, it depended upon which
district it was for -- | know that | spent a nunber
of days in the Augusta area because | know that those

districts were affected by the districting. And then
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in the house, there were sonme other | think 174 or
sonething -- I'mnot sure what -- too many nunbers in
Georgia. But the house districts, there were sone --
| know specifically Cam|la was one of them because
one of our congregates was just going wild over the
change, and | think the districting changed her
district and her representatives and all, so.

Q So Operation Voter Turnout is sonething
t hat you said began for the 2018 election; is that
right?

A. Follow ng the 2018 el ecti on.

Q And so Operation Voter Turnout was in
effect for 2020 el ections?

A.  Yes.

Q And it was also in effect for 2022
el ections?

A.  Yes.

Q And the goal, I'massum ng, of the
Operation Voter Turnout was to produce a | arge, black
voter turnout in Georgia; is that right?

MR. GARABADU: (Objection to form
BY MR. TYSON:
Q. You can answer, if you can.
A Well, let ne just say this. M concern was

in the 2016 national election, the turnout of bl acks
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I n Georgia was absol utely deplorable. And so ny
determ nation was to increase that turnout. And one
of the things which notivated ne on that was -- and
it's very personal with ne -- in New Jersey in 1993,
because New Jersey and Virginia were the only ones

t hat had these odd-year el ections.

1993, we had a race for governor in New
Jersey. And Christine Todd Wi tman, who becane a
very good personal friend, defeated JimFlorio, the
I ncunbent governor. And Ed Rollins, who happened to
be her canpai gn manager, spoke at a |luncheon in
Washi ngton. And he said that the reason Witnman was
able to defeat Florio was because they paid bl ack
preachers to encourage their nenbers not to vote.
That becanme a major story across the country.

And the Governor Elect Whitman called ne to
ask me if | thought that was true. And | ended up at
a press conference with her addressing that and so --
and the black turnout in New Jersey for that election
was hardly -- it was under 50 percent.

And nmuch to ny anger, nost people in
Georgia believed the lie was true. And we ended up
having a cone-to-Jesus gathering with Ed Rollins, and
he admtted it was a |lie and gave hima chance to

boast -- one of his good friends was Janes Carville.
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James Carville happened to have been JimFlorio's
canpai gn nmanager.

And in the '92 election, | guess it was, Ed
Rol l'ins was George Bush's canpai gn manager. Carville
was Bill Clinton's. And so this gave hima chance to
get revenge by beating Carville with Florio.

As so to cone to Georgia and the first
thing | see are the voting nunbers and how absol utely
depl orable it was, and if blacks had a good turnout
I n that el ection, what happened in 2020, | believe,
coul d have happened in 2016. So that was ny -- and
that's still very sensitive to ne.

Q And when you say what happened in 2020, are
you referring to the success of President Biden and
his Senator Ossoff --

A. I'"'mjust saying the election results woul d
have been different because there was a -- it was a
cl ose election in Georgia, which surprised ne. |
think it was |like a 3-point or 4-point margin
di fference.

And if | can add to that, nuch of it was I
want ed bl acks in Georgia to understand the influence
and the clout they could have in Georgia if they
turned out to vote. 32 percent of Georgia's voting

popul ati on happened to be black. And if you don't
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use your power, you lose it.

Q Do you recall the creation of a Faith Wrks
website as wel | ?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q Was that also an activity -- I"'msorry. If
you need to --

A. | was just going to see if they sent nme a
text. Okay. No.

Q Okay. So was the creation of the Faith
Wor ks website related to the redistricting plans that
were challenged in this case?

A. No. The devel opnent of Faith Works was,
faithfully, across the state. Organized Faith Wrks,
again, is a nmeans of increasing voter turnout, but
al so voter education, our feeling was that bl acks
really were not informed on the mpjor issues that
affected them and we wanted to be able to have
bl acks to a point where they would vote in their best
| nterest.

For exanple, on the issue of say
health care, when the Atlanta Medical Center closed
down and there was only one critical care hospital
left in the city of Atlanta, our concern was that the
cl osest one to Atlanta was in Macon. And suppose

sonebody had a real mmjor issue between Macon and
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Atl anta, how are you going to get to either Macon or
Atl anta, say, if you are in the m ddl e sonmewhere,
say, Stockbridge or whatever? So that becane a
concern.

Hospital s cl osing down becane a concern
because you have a | ot of people, particularly in the
bl ack community, their only access to health care is
t he enmergency room at the hospital. And wth G ady
being the only hospital in Atlanta with acute care, a
| ot of people ended up not having -- hospitals ended
up not having beds in the emergency area. Sone of
them were placed on gurneys in the hall. And so we
just thought that's an issue that blacks ought to
be -- because that's inportant to them

Q And when you say you wanted voters to vote
In their best interests, was that for a particular
party, or was it on issues?

A. No. They -- based on their, voter
education, if it was affected, they would determ ne
what was best for them you know, and which people
are discovering nore and nore, blacks are not all
si ngl e- m nded.

You know, as a matter of fact, ny wife
still | ooks at nme strange because even in New Jersey,

she said, Reggie, you are just an oddball. | have
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happened to have endorsed Chris Christie for

governor, and she still hasn't forgiven ne, so.
Q I'"massum ng she opposed Governor Christie.
A. Well, she laid nme out cold, so I just

presunme. So each of us voted on what we thought was
our best interest.

Q. Under st ood. Thank you. Well, let nme mark
the conmplaint, or the anmended conpl aint, as our next
exhi bit here.

(Defendant's Exhibit 3 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. TYSON:

Q |I'"m handing you what |'ve marked as
Exhi bit 3.

A. We were doing good. The pages went from
thick to slim Now, we're back to thick.

Q I know. So this is the, | think you see on
the first page there, Amended Conpl aint for
Decl aratory and Injunctive Relief. Do you see that?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q So what | want to do is ask you sone
guesti ons about sone of the allegations about the
Sixth District in this docunent.

A.  Uh- huh.

Q So if you could turn to Page 6, Document
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No. 15.

A. (Wtness conplies.) Uh-huh.

Q And you see where it begins there at the
bottom of the page referencing the Sixth District as
a nonprofit religious organization?

A.  Uh- huh.

Q So what | want to ask about is actually

down in Paragraph No. 18. Are you there with nme?

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A. Yes. |I'msorry. Yes.

Q So the second sentence of Paragraph 18

says, "If the new maps take effect, AME church w |
be forced to divert resources fromits broader voter
regi stration and Community Enpower Initiatives to the
affected districts in order to protect the
representation and interest of its nenbers and to try
to counteract the negative effects of vote dilution.”
Do you see that?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q So I'mgoing to tal k about nonfi nanci al
activities in a mnute. But my first question is:
We' ve di scussed Operation Voter Turnout and the
budgetary inpact of that. |s Operation Voter Turnout

an exanple of a diversion of financial resources from
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one programof the Sixth District to a different
programin |light of the redistricting maps?

MR. GARABADU: (Objection to formto the
extent that it calls for a |egal conclusion.

But you can go ahead and answer.

THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure if | would use
the word "diversion."” For exanple, we have a line
Itemin the budget for social action. Wat we may
have done as opposed to using the funds for voter
registration and that kind of thing, we may have used
it for voter education in terns of letting people in
districts that we had concerns about know that your
district has been changed, it's no |onger 171, it's
now 174. Those of you who live here, that's no
| onger part of your district under the redistricting.
It's a part of another, that kind of thing.

BY MR, TYSON:

Q Okay. So aside fromthe voter education
process you just described about the new districts,
were there other financial changes to the Sixth
District's operations as a result of the
redistricting maps?

A No. In fact, we kept the sane line itens
that we had in the budget. And what | said to our

budget comm ttee, we couldn't increase anything
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because that would require us to increase what we
asked each local church. So we had to find noney
fromdifferent places already in the budget. And to
their credit, again, as | said, the m ssionaries and
the lay organization, a |lot of the people -- this my
be him He's letting ne know.

Q  Ckay.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Off the video record at
9:56 a. m

(A recess was taken from 9:56 a. m
to 10:10 a. m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Back on the video record
at 10:10 a. m
BY MR. TYSON:

Q So, M. Jackson, before our break, we were
tal ki ng about the provision of Paragraph 18 of the
conpl ai nt about the diversion of resources. Has the
Sixth District not been able to engage in a broader
voter registration initiative because of its efforts
in the affected districts?

A. Explain that question to ne.

Q So the allegation in the paragraph tal ks
about the diverting resources fromthe Sixth
District's broader voter registration and Comunity

Enmpower Initiatives to the affected districts. Do
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you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q And so we've tal ked about diverting
resources. And nmy question is: Has the Sixth
District been unable to engage in its broader voter
registration initiatives due to its efforts in the
affected districts?

A. Yes. The reality is if we had the
resources, we would have done a nuch broader voter
education piece, especially as it relates to people
whose district they reside in may have changed, want
people to know what district they're in, where
they' re supposed to go to vote. They would have done
a much larger job with that.

Q  Okay.

A. Especially in the southern part of the
state.

Q So you referenced if you had the resources.
Did you not have the resources because of the work
related to redistricting?

A. No. Again, we were -- you know, a | ot of
our churches are still recovering fromthe pandem c.
In addition to that, each of those churches pays a
budget to the Sixth District which, you know, gives

us the funds to operate. And | did not want to deal
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w th asking those churches to pay nore. And so,
therefore, we just used the budget that we had.

Q So when you reference if you had the
resources, you would do a nuch broader voter
education effort; not having the resources was the
result of decisions you made about asking the
churches for additional budget, not because you were
doing work related to redistricting?

A. For exanple, other obligations which the
Epi scopal district had, Mrris Brown Col |l ege, we had
to raise -- the district had to raise about
$2 mllion for Morris Brown College. Morris Brown
Col l ege had | ost its accreditation 20-sonething years
ago.

One of the things |I'm proudest of during
the time |I've been in Georgia, Mrris Brown got its
accreditation back. And so we had to raise sone
funds for that. |In addition to that, we have sone
churches, which because of the pandem c, were facing
great difficulty, sonme of them behind on nortgages
and all. The district tried to come in to rescue
them So we had all of that, and | just was not
contenpl ating i ncreasing these budgets.

Q Has the Sixth District been unable to hold

any voter registration drives because of its work

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N T T N T N N I e S S S = S T
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 216 Filed 03/17/23 Page 50 of 241

30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

Page 50

related to redistricting?

A.  No.

Q Has the Sixth District been unable to
engage in Comunity Enpower Initiatives because of
its work involving redistricting?

A. Not been prohibited, but not being as |arge
as we would like to have had.

Q And specifically the work in the affected
districts that's referenced in Paragraph 18 of the
conplaint, is the work in the affected districts the
voter education efforts you' ve tal ked about?

Uh- huh.

s that a yes?

> O >

Yes.

Q Is there other work that the Sixth District
has done related to redistricting besides voter
education?

A W've tried to -- well, let ne answer, no,
because of the fact this effort really dealt nore
with SB 202 than the redistricting. So let ne say no
to that.

Q Did the -- just so | understand it, the
voter education effort relate primarily to SB 202, or
were you referring to other activities?

A. Ot her activities.

800.808.4958
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Q Okay. And the voter education efforts you
menti oned referenced hel pi ng voters understand they,
for exanple, have a new district nunmber or a new
representative?

A. Correct. And sone of that other effort
that would affect, a lot of the districts, the people
are older, and they needed sone assistance with
changes in voting that we tried to assist wth.

Q And when you say "changes in voting," are
you referring to Senate Bill 2027

A. Yes. For exanple, when it cones to
absentee voting, prior to SB 202, organizations could
send out absentee ballot applications all over the
state which woul d have hel ped us with this effort.

But as a result of SB 202, that's now illegal.

Q So if I was trying to understand the
efforts of the Sixth District related to the changes
In Senate Bill 202 versus the efforts of the Sixth
District that were the result of the redistricting
maps, are those the sane? Are they different?

A. | would say they are connected. And they
have to be connected. For exanmple, when you have
ol der citizens, sonmebody in the past could bring them
t he absentee ballot application. Under SB 202, they

can't do that.
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In addition to that, older citizens, they
don't ordinarily know that their voting district,
where they're voting, or their senate district or
house district has changed. | would guarantee you
that if you ask nost people what senate district do
you live in, they couldn't tell you. |I'mone of
them \What house district are you in? | don't know.
But a lot of them they know the nane of the person
as opposed to the nunber.

Q So the efforts the Sixth District undertook
related to redistricting were hel ping, for exanple,

t hose individuals understand the name of their new
representative?

A. Wll, the fact that they have a new
district and that person's not your representative no
nor e.

Q Let ne ask you about a piece of
Paragraph 17, if we back up on the same page still
Page 8.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q And it says, "Today, AME Church conti nues
to encourage civic participation by holding Souls to
the Polls event to transport churchgoers to the
polling locations during advanced voting peri ods,

regi stering voters for elections, posting Get Qut the
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Vote efforts to increase voter turnout, and providing
food, water, encouragenment, and assistance to voters
waiting in line at polling |ocations."

Do you see that?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q Those are all activities that the Sixth
District has engaged in before the redistricting maps
wer e drawn?

A.  Uh-huh.

Q And engaged in after the maps were drawn,
right?

A. No, because, again, SB 202 took care of the
wat er and the snacks.

Q So aside fromthe food and water provisions
for people in line, has AME Church conti nued
encouraging civic participation through the things

|isted in Paragraph 17 after the nmaps were drawn?

A.  Yes.
Q M. Jackson, I'mgoing to hand you the next
one that I'Il mark as Exhibit 4, which is a copy of

your declaration fromthe prelimnary injunction
hearing that we tal ked about.
(Defendant's Exhibit 4 was marked for

I dentification.)
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BY MR. TYSON:

Q So if you could just, first, look at this
docunment and tell me if you recognize it.

A.  Yes, | do.

Q And is this the declaration that you
provi ded during the prelimnary injunction hearing?

A. | believe it is.

Q O process, | guess | should say. And if
you go to the very | ast page, that is your signature
dat ed December 28, 2021, right?

A.  Yes.

Q So if you could go with me to Page 3,
Paragraph No. 5, the declaration says, "Encouraging
and supporting civic participation anmong its nenbers
I's core aspect of the AME Church's work."

Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q  And does encouraging and supporting civic
participation for the Sixth District include
educating voters?

A.  Yes.

Q And does it include hel ping the turnout
voters to vote?

A.  Yes.

Q And it includes assistance to voters where

800.808.4958
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that's perm ssible by law, right?

A. Depends on how you descri be assisting
vot ers.

Q Okay. Let ne just go -- to make this a
little bit easier, the next page, Paragraph 7, we
have -- | think it's the sane |ist as the conpl aint
about the Souls to the Polls events during advanced
voting period, registering voters, hosting Get OQut
the Vote efforts to increase voter turnout.

The activities listed in Paragraph 7 are
part of this core m ssion, core aspect of the Sixth
District's work, right?

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. |In Paragraph 7, there's also a
statenment, the | ast sentence, "Advancing voting
rights and elimnating barriers to political
participation that have plagued the prom se of ful
citizenship for black Anmericans since this country's
founding is a core issue that ties our nenbers and
the communities in which they live together."”

Do you see that?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q And you would agree that advanci ng voting
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rights and elimnating barriers to political
participation for black Americans is a critically
| nportant issue to the Sixth District?

A.  Yes, it is.

Q And the Sixth District will continue its
efforts at educating voters regardl ess of the outcone
of this lawsuit, right?

A, Yes.

Q And the Sixth District will continue
wor ki ng to advance voting rights and elimnate
barriers to political participation for black
Ameri cans regardl ess of the outcone of this | awsuit,
right?

A. Correct.

Q If you could go with ne to Page 7.

A. (Wtness conplies.)

Q In Paragraph 14, you say, "The new maps
directly affect AME church's advocacy efforts by
underm ning the ability of black Georgians, including
the church's nmenbers, to el ect representatives of
their choice."

Do you see that?
A Yes, | do.
Q Can you explain to me how the new maps

affect the church's advocacy efforts?
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A. Yes. Over the last six to eight years, the
bl ack population in Georgia has increased, increased
efficiently enough where there should have been -- at
|l east | think in the new districts, there should have
been opportunity for nore black or mnority
districts. But that did not happen with the draw ng
of those maps.

And, in fact, some of our nenbers who had
mnority representation, had that not taken from
them but no |l onger able to vote for those
representatives because they were no |longer in those
districts, which neans it limts themin terns of
their opportunity to vote for candidates of their
choice. And the reality is that, in nost instances,
you change your senator or your representative by
your vote. This time, it was done by the |egislature
when they had no input.

Q Looking at the next paragraph there,
Paragraph 15, it says, "AME Church will be forced to
divert resources fromits broader voter registration
and Community Enmpower Initiatives to areas where
bl ack voting strength has been unlawfully watered
down in order to protect the representation and
I nterest of its nmenbers.”

Do you see that?
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A. Yes, | do.

Q Can you explain to me how the AME Church
protects the representation and interest of its
menbers in this paragraph?

A. Onh, absolutely. For exanple, | think it
was Paul di ng County, a couple of years ago, they
reduced the nunber of polling sites in the county.
And what was done, they actually noved the -- and
Paul di ng' s popul ation is predom nantly
African- Aneri can.

VWhat they did, they noved the polling sites
away from where the predom nantly African-Anerican
citizens lived. Where sone of themused to be able
to walk to their polling site now needed a car to
drive to their polling site. And so sonething |ike
that, the AME Church would feel we have a
responsibility to speak out and advocate to prevent
those kind of things from happening. And, again, you
have ol der population in that area.

Q So the ways that the Sixth District
protects the representation and interest of its
menmbers relate to the process by which voting
happens; is that accurate?

A. No. | would say it seeks to inpact the way

voti ng happens, but also the way it shoul d happen.
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And it shoul dn't happen that way.

Q So in Paragraph 15, when we're talKking
about the diversion of resources to areas where bl ack
voting strength has been unlawfully watered down,
what are the areas where black voting strength has
been unlawful |y watered down that are referred to in
t hat paragraph?

A. Again, the changing of districts so that,

I n some instances, a number of blacks were even noved
into the district where the black popul ati on becones
concentrated. But when you do that, you take away

bl acks from other districts where perhaps you could
get another mnority district.

Q And where there was not another mnority
district that the Sixth District thinks there should
have been, what activities has the Sixth District
undertaken besides filing this lawsuit to address
that |ack of a district?

A. The strongest effort we have,
unfortunately, is advocacy, speaking out. |f you
don't have the votes in the legislature, the only
thing you can try to do is persuade. And so
persuasi on cones through advocacy.

Q And has the Sixth District engaged in

advocacy about the redistricting maps since the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Speci al Session 20217

A.  Yes, we've spoken to legislature, held a
couple -- held press conferences during that process.

Q And when you said "during that process,"”
was that during the Special Session?

A. Yes. W had a press conference during that
sessi on. In addition to that, we wote our
| egislators. We called sonme, didn't get a response
back fromthem but we called them anyway.

Q Do you recall at the press conference what
your nessage to the legislature was during the
Speci al Sessi on?

A. Yes. W tal ked about the increase in the
bl ack population. W talked about the fact that they
shoul d i ncrease bl ack representation in the
| egi sl ature as opposed to leaving it the same or even
reducing it. So we made all of those argunents to no
avai | .

Q So backing up to Paragraph 14 where there's
a reference to the AME church's advocacy efforts --

A.  Uh-huh.

Q =-- is that referring to efforts |ike press
conferences and reaching out to |egislators?

A. Mre than that. |t affects our advocacy

not only by -- it didn't prohibit us from having a

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N T T N T I S R N N e =
a A W N P O © 0O N OO 01~ W N O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 216 Filed 03/17/23 Page 61 of 241

30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

Page 61

press conference and that kind of thing. But the
other thing is is areas where the districts are,
nostly in rural Georgia, there's not nuch means of
advocating through the press and that kind of thing
because, you know, for exanple, | don't know what a
| ocal newspaper is in sone of these areas. And the
Atl anta Journal Constitution is going to deal with
the area that its strength is.

Q Let me go to the next one and mark as
Exhi bit 5.

(Defendant's Exhibit 5 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. TYSON:

Q This is a thick docunent, but |I'm not going
to ask you about all of the different pieces of it,
Sso.

A.  Oh, ny goodness.

Q This is a docunent titled "Plaintiff's
Responses and Objections to Defendant's First Set of
| nterrogatories, Requests for Production of
Docunent s, and Requests for Adm ssion."

Do you see that?

A.  Uh- huh.

Q  Okay.

THE COURT REPORTER: Is that "yes"?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, TYSON:
Q I'mgoing to go to Page 6, if we could, on

the responses. So if you | ook down at the bottom of
the page, there is a reference to -- it says, "AME. "
Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q And, I'msorry, Bishop Jackson. | should
have asked you, do you recall ever seeing this
docunment before?

A. | don't think so. |'mnot going to say,
no, but | don't think so.

Q That's fine. So let me just ask you a few
guestions about the AME section there. And there's a
reference, you see that "Prior to the adoption of the
Senate and the House plan, the nature of AME Church's
el ection-rel ated organi zati onal resources, efforts,
outreach, and activities included, w thout
limtation," and then there's a list of activities
that go to the next page. Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q So | just want to ask you about each of
t hose. In the 2022 el ection, did AVE Church or the
Sixth District hold Souls to the Polls events to

transport churchgoers to polling |ocations?

800.808.4958
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A. They were not sponsored by the Sixth

District. They were really sponsored by those | ocal
chur ches.
Q  Okay.

A. For exanple, 500 and sonmething churches,
there may have been maybe 35 across the state which
hel ped Souls to the Polls.

Q But nothing about the redistricting maps
kept the churches of the Sixth District from hol ding
the Souls the Polls events --

MR. GARABADU. Object to form
BY MR. TYSON:

Q =-- 1in 2022, right?

A. \Wherever they were, we wanted themto vote.

Q Okay. And ny question was specifically,
did the redistricting maps stop the Sixth District
from hol ding any Souls to the Polls events?

A. | can't say yes or no because, again, those
are hosted by individual churches, and |'m not sure
what i npact that may have had.

Q Okay. The second itemon the list | see
there is registering voters for el ections.

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Didthe redistricting maps stop Sixth

District fromregistering voters for elections in

800.808.4958
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20227

A.  No.

Q Didthe redistricting maps affect the Sixth
District's ability to register voters for elections
In 20227

A. To the effect -- to the effect that we nmay
not have known whi ch House district, which Senate
district the people who are registering would be in,
whet her it would be a different district or not, that
woul d pose sone hibitation [sic].

Q But beyond not knowing the district's
number, not hi ng about the maps kept the Sixth
District fromregistering voters in 20227

A. Correct.

Q And next on the list, there was a hosting
Get Qut the Vote efforts to increase voter turnout.
Did the redistricting maps affect the Sixth
District's ability to hold or host Get Qut the Vote
efforts?

A. I'mnot sure that question applies because
our Get Qut the Vote efforts nmay have been on a
Wednesday ni ght having a Get Qut the Vote rally where
everybody in that area cane to the rally -- or
hopefully, they came to the rally. So the Get Qut

the Vote rally was not designated specifically for or
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targeted to any specific district. It was just to

make sure that everybody who could got out to vote
wher ever they were voting.

Q Now, | know you said that providing food,
wat er, encouragenent, and assistance to votes waiting
in line at polling locations, that activity changed.
That was due to Senate Bill 202 and not to the

redistricting maps, right?

A. Again, | think they're related. 1'm not
sure how you can separate them |f your voting
district changed, they still couldn't bring you water

or a snack if you are waiting in |line.

Q Did AME target civic engagenent activities
to particular legislative districts in 20227

A. The districts where there was a change.

Q So just so | understand, Sixth District
targeted civic engagenent activities to any district
where there was a change, not just the districts
challenged in this |lawsuit, right?

A. No. What happened was we had nenbers, for
exanpl e, who nmay have lived in a district. Wth the
redistricting, that district was changed. It
affected themin terns of not being able to vote for
t he person, say, who was their current

representative; or, in fact, it changed their
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representation, say, froma mnority district to
sonet hing el se. They would contact us. And on the
basis of that, we made sone determ nation as to
whet her or not we woul d get involved.

Q Are you aware if -- well, let nme ask it
this way. After the census conmes out, district maps
have to change -- well, are you aware that after the
census results cone out, district maps have to
change?

A. I'mnot sure they have to change as nuch as
for political consideration. They get changed.

Q Has the AME or the Sixth District engaged
in redistricting specific public education efforts in
20227

A.  No.

Q Does the Sixth District have | ess noney for
Its food bank programas a result of the
redistricting plans being inplenented?

A. | would say | ess noney for a host of
reasons, not just because of the redistricting plan.

Q Ckay. And that would include things |ike
Senate Bill 202, |I'm assum ng?

A. No. I'msaying that if -- I"'mreferring to
the fact, again, for exanple, because of COVID,

i nflati on, and sone other factors, there's a |lot nore

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N T T N T N N I e S S S = S T
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 216 Filed 03/17/23 Page 67 of 241

30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

Page 67

poor people than we had before.

Q Does the Sixth District have social justice
activities that are not related to voting?

A.  Yes.

Q \Vhat are sone of those?

A. Education and especially in |ight of the
policies conm ng through now, for exanple, Georgia has
this habit of passing legislation which is totally
irrelevant. For exanple, the critical race theory is
not taught anywhere in the high schools and all, but
yet we passed a law. So we fight back agai nst sone
of that kind of stuff.

Q Ckay. Has the Sixth District had |ess
resources at those nonvoting-related social justice
activities because of the redistricting plans?

A. I'mnot sure it's a matter of |ess because
I n nost anything |ike that, you never feel you have
enough. For exanple, | would |love to have nore
resources to deal with issues such as education, such
as affordabl e housing, you know, such as
transportation and a whol e bunch of things we woul d
take on, especially that blessed transportation.

Q But that, w shing you had nore resources,
isn't the result of the redistricting plans; it's a

result of other factors. |Is that right?
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A. Redistricting may be one of them but it's
not the only one.

Q And you can't quantify how nuch
redistricting contributes versus any other cause?

A.  No. No.

Q And I'mnot asking here for a precise
number, but do you have an estimate of how nuch of
the Sixth District's work is focused on the
I ndi vidual s who are affected by the redistricting
pl ans from 20217

A. Qur effort would not be focused solely on
I ndividuals. It would be also related to inpact, all
t hese changes, inpact and affect the community, how
it inmpacts and affects that comunity's ability to be
heard in the state house. Redistricting affects not
only people, but it affects a whol e bunch of
different things. It affects spending. It affects
policy. So redistricting has a broad reach.

Q \When we tal ked earlier about the paynent
for Operation Voter Turnout from various categories
of the Sixth District's budget, is that a deci sion
you nake solely as the bishop, or are there others
i nvol ved in the decision for how to nmake those
budgetary operational distributions, | guess?

A. If the budget has already been passed, then

800.808.4958
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ultimately, it becones the bishop's decision, but the
bi shop al ways gets the input fromthe finance
commttee, the treasurer, the accountant. So you
hear fromall of those people and then the bishop has
to nmake a decision. Prior to the budget being
passed, then there's a budget commttee which really
puts all that together.

Q And just to confirm and nmake sure |
understand for when the budget commttee puts the
budget together, the budget commttee is not making
the call about a specific programthat's going to
be -- noney is going to be spent on. That's up to
t he bi shop?

A. The budget, the way the budget works,
begi nni ng of each conference year, there's a budget
commttee. For exanple, for Georgia, there's a
budget comm ttee conposed that represent two people
from each of the annual conferences. They put
toget her drafts of the budget. That budget is then
presented to each of the annual conferences, and
that's where it's approved.

After it's been approved, say if we are in
the mddle of the fiscal year or sonething, then it
becomes the bishop's responsibility. You get the

I nput, you get the advice, and then the bishop makes
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a deci sion.

Q So you get the input and advice, but the
decision to spend Sixth District's resources on
Operati on Voter Turnout was your decision?

A. M decision was we woul d not increase the
budget. We would not ask the people for nore noney.
We would have to find funds in the current budget.

Q And then is there a further authorization
t hat happens after that where sonebody finds the
funds and says, here is the resources, and you say,
spend that on Operation Voter Turnout?

A. No. What | do in that instance, for
exanple, | get with the menbers of the Social Action
Commi ssion, the nmenbers of the Christian Education
Conmm ssi on, and what ever other conmm ssions, and say,
| ook, you all sit down and work this out how you want
to break it down, and that's what they do.

Q Okay. That helps. Thank you.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q M. Jackson, let's nove to Topic No. 3
back on our list of topics, which is the
organi zation's mssion and its exenpt purpose. I|I'm
sorry. The organization's exenpt purpose and
activities it undertakes in accordance Wth --

A.  \What page is that?

800.808.4958
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Q I'msorry. That's on page -- this is
Exhi bit No. 1, the notice of deposition.
A. Uh- huh.
Q | want to set that one off to the side.

We' || keep comng back to it. The fourth page.

A, Okay.

Q So Topic No. 3 is the organi zation's exenpt
pur pose and activities it undertakes in accordance
with its exenpt purpose. Do you see that topic?

A, Yes.

Q And I'Il go through our questions for
these. You're the designee for Topic 3, right?

A.  Yes.

Q Did you review any docunents specifically
to prepare for Topic No. 3?

A. No, | didn't, other than just to be
rem nded by the attorney for the District, you know,
that we're a 501(c)(3) nonpartisan tax exenpt. O her
than that...

Q OCkay. So did you speak with the attorney
for the Sixth District then to get that information?

MR. GARABADU: And |I'mjust going to
i nstruct the witness not to reveal the substance of
t he communi cati ons between the attorneys.

THE W TNESS: Correct. Yeah, the attorney

800.808.4958
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just sends ne a neno, which he does often, just to
remnd me of stuff.
BY MR, TYSON:

Q So -- and, again, I"'mnot asking for a
preci se | egal conclusion here, but if you were going
to describe the exenpt purpose of the Sixth District,
how woul d you describe it?

A.  Nonpartisan, nonprofit.

Q If you could grab the thickest docunent for
me, the conplaint. And back on Page 7, Paragraph 17
IS a statenment encouragi ng and supporting civic
participation anong its nenbers as a core aspect of
the AME church's work. Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q Can you just describe generally for ne what
the other core aspects or m ssion of the AME are
beyond encouragi ng and supporting civic participation
anong the nmenbers?

A. Yeah. It deals with civic, social,
religious, and all of that which relates to
devel opi ng what we refer to as a whol e person,
enoti onal .

Q And as part of that m ssion, the Sixth
District undertakes a variety of activities to help

and support its nenbers; is that right?
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A.  Yes.

Q And can you just give ne kind of a broad
sketch of the different activities that the Sixth
District undertakes beyond voting?

A. Sure, for exanple, under Christian
educati on, we provide workshops and sem nars that may
deal with how to be good stewards of noney, how to
provide self-care. W may deal with, in terns of
peopl e' s physical health, you know, how you are
eating and all that, so to really deal with the whole
person.

Alot of it has to do with teaching and
training, Christian education. Under education, it

deals with trying to make sure that all of our

children get a quality education. I'ma firm
advocate -- for exanple, as it relates to education,
when | was in New Jersey, | spent 12 years as the

chair of the Board of Education for the City of
Orange, and then | spent 11 years as the chair of the
Board of Essex County Community Col | ege.

And one of ny mmj or concerns, especially in
t he urban schools, is that too many of our
children -- | nention it that May and June were tough
nmont hs for nme because you'd have thousands of kids

wal ki ng across a stage getting a diplom, but not
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havi ng an education. And so, therefore, education,
make sure our kids get good education. That neant

| nprovi ng the public school system That also

i ncl uded for me being an advocate for school choice.
So there are a nunber of things we do to try to

i npact the quality of people's lives.

Q If you had to summari ze the m ssion of the
Sixth District, how would you sunmari ze the m ssion?

A.  We have four priorities which | set when |
cane to the Sixth District. One was church growt h.
Two was Christian education. Three was handling
noney God's way, and the other was social justice.
Those were our four priorities and where we
concentrated our effort.

Q And is the Sixth District's advocacy around
redistricting and voting practices part of its social
justice priority?

A.  Yes.

Q Has the Sixth District's m ssion been
frustrated by the redistricting maps that were
adopted in CGeorgia?

A.  Yes.

Q How so?

A. Well, again, with the increase of the

African- American popul ation in Georgia, you're not
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seeing that reflected in these new districts, which
I's a major area or major concern, in addition to
that, how that inpacts issues which are a particul ar
interest to the African-Anmerican conmmunity. So it's
just been a nunmber of ways, and a redistricting
affects a whole | ot of stuff.

Q. Okay. M. Jackson, let's nmove to the next
topic on our list here that's on the list of topics,
Topic No. 4, which is "the organization's
organi zational structure including individuals who
have the authority to make fundi ng and resource
al l ocation decisions for the organization from
January 1, 2021 through the present.”

Do you see that?

A. Yes, | do.

Q And you're the designee for Topic 4,
correct?

A. Not the only designee.

Q Are there others that are going to testify
for the Sixth District about Topic 47

A.  You nean in ternms of testifying?

Q. Yes, sSir.

A. Then it would be ne.

Q Did you review any docunents specifically

for Topic No. 4 of the deposition?
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A. No, | didn't.

Q D d you speak to anybody who are currently
or formally associated with the Sixth District to
prepare for Topic No. 4?

A. No, | didn't.

Q So can you just describe -- | know we've
al ready touched on a lot of these pieces as we've
gone on, but can you just generally describe for ne
how the Sixth District is organized as an
organi zati on?

A. Sure. The Sixth District is a part of what
we call the connection of African Methodist Episcopal
Church. It is one of the 20 Episcopal districts by
whi ch the denom nation is divided. Each Episcopal
district is presided over by a bishop where it gets
t he nanme Epi scopal, Episcopal referring to a
bi shop-1ed church.

The bi shop appoints what's called presiding
el ders, which is basically m ddl e nmanagenent. At
each annual conference, we have what we cal
presiding elder districts. For exanple, in Atlanta,
there are four, so | have four presiding elders.

Atl anta, north Georgia, Commerce has -- | guess has
about maybe 150 churches so each of them have maybe

30, 35 churches on their district. The bishop nmakes
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t he assignnent of pastors to all 500 and sone
chur ches.

In the state of Georgia, presiding elders
supervi se the churches on their district, and then we
have what we call conponents. That m ght be |ike the
Wnen's M ssionary Society, the Lay organization, the
Sons of Allen, the Young People Division. So there
are a nunber of conponents in each Episcopal
district.

And then we have what we call a planning
meeting where we neet every year in the end of May or
June where the plans for the district for the com ng
year are gone over and approved. And then you have a
m dyear neeting, which is where we eval uate where we
are mdway through the year. And that's how we are
structured and operate.

Q And the Sixth District will undertake its
social justice m ssion regardl ess of whether new
redistricting maps were adopted or not, right?

MR. GARABADU: (Objection to form

THE W TNESS: The | egacy of the AME Church
is really two things: one, education; and, two,
social justice. They have al ways been at the heart
of the church's mssion. So the social justice

m nistry was not founded because of redistricting.
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The social justice mnistry was founded because over
the life of the nation, there's been a need for
soci al justice.

BY MR, TYSON:

Q And I think we covered this piece already.
But in terns of who deci des how resources are
all ocated, | believe what we tal ked about was there's
ki nd of a budgetary process to devel op a budget, and
then you as the bishop with info fromothers get to
deci de how those funds are spent; is that right?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. So let's nove to Topic No. 5. W're
probably going to canp on this one for a little bit.
Are you good? Do you want a break at this point?

A. No, I'mfine.

Q Okay. So Topic No. 5 is "The specific ways
I n which the actions of the defendant that formthe
basis of the conplaint in this action cause the
organi zation to divert resources away fromits
organi zational activities to activities in which the
organi zati on had not previously engaged and the
identification of the overall anount of the diverted
resources.”

And then A underneath that says, "The

specific activities and projects the organi zati on was

800.808.4958
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unabl e to engage in due to the diversion of resources
to activities necessitated by such actions."

So you're the designee for the Sixth
District for Topic No. 5, right?

A.  Yes.

Q And did you review any docunents or talk to
anyone to prepare for Topic No. 5 specifically?

A.  No.

Q So what | want to do here -- we've tal ked
about the financial changes as a result of the
redistricting plans. What | want to tal k next about
I's the nonfinancial activities and changes t hat
happened under this topic.

So has the Sixth District diverted
nonfinancial resources as a result of the
redistricting plans that were adopted in 2021?

A.  Yes.

Q And what are sone of those resources?

A.  We have arranged for churches throughout
Georgia to beconme engaged in what we call Adopt a
School Program where | ocal churches adopt a school in
t he nei ghborhood. We'll work with the students. And
|"mextremely proud of this project.

For exanple, we have a | ot of young people,

| ow i ncome, who have not experienced a | ot of things

800.808.4958
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t hat they now experience through this. For exanple,
here in the Atlanta area, a nunber of young people
who had never been to a professional baseball or
football game, sonmething to that effect, the churches
take them And, you know, it was a great joy to ne
to see those kids' eyes light up to be at Mercedes
Benz stadiumfor a football game or to be at Trui st
Park for a baseball gane because it was new to them

In addition to that, we also have across
the state where we try to provide food prograns,
again, for the poor, low incone. And we've provided
food for hundreds of thousands of famlies across the
state of Georgia. And then in addition to that,
there's al so our program dealing with children and
youth, starting after-school progranms. So when Kkids
get out of school, they don't have to go to an enpty
honme because their parents are at work.

So there's a | ot of prograns that our
churches -- you know, there was one of our nenbers
who wote a story about two years ago and Newsweek
Magazi ne, which nade nmy heart glad she tal ked -- but
every ni ght before she goes to bed, she thanks God
for her son and her church. She found herself in a
posi tion she never thought she would be in being a

single nother. And because the church had a Rites of
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Passage Program that hel ps young boys grow into

men -- and they also provided a karate class -- gave
the boy confidence and that kind of thing. And she
said if it was not for the mnistry of that church,
she's not sure how well her son would have done. So
it's those kind of things that churches do that don't
get much, but nake a major inpact.

Q Those are all fantastic progranms. They
really are.

And what | want to try to understand is
specifically how the new redistricting maps affected
t hose kinds of programs for the churches. Has there
been an effect?

A. Again, | think so. Redistricting affects a
whol e bunch of things. For exanple, sonme of these
prograns, |ocal churches got grants for. Their
| egi slators hel ped themwith those grants. A new
| egi slator, you don't know if that |egislator is
going to be supportive of these efforts or productive
of those efforts. So redistricting has a nmgajor
I npact .

Q And | definitely understand kind of froma
f orward-| ooki ng perspective if you have a | egislator
who i s not supportive in getting grants. | guess ny

gquestion is a little bit different. | just want to

Veritext Lega Solutions
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understand, are the churches or the Sixth District
doi ng sonething different today based on the maps
t hat were adopted?

A.  Well, again, you know, we have our
Founder's Day com ng up February, next nonth. | wll
find out fromsone of the folks if their new
| egi sl ator is supportive of the programthey had in

pl ace before. And | won't have to ask them They'l|

conme to ne. They'll say, Bishop, let nme tell you
sonmething. So I'll find out.
Q But as of right now, you don't -- you don't

know yet because you haven't talked to then?

A. | don't know yet.

Q Ckay. Beyond |egislators possibly not
bei ng supportive of an existing effort froma church,
are there other things that the maps affect the Sixth
District's prograns?

A.  You know, for exanple, constituent services
you know, when fol ks had representatives and senators
that they really knew because they were famliar in
t heir nei ghborhood, they called the office and had a
problem they got a response. So, again, we have to
see if, in fact, constituent services are still as
good as they used to be.

Q Are there specific activities that the

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696




© 00 N o o b~ W N

N T T N T N N I e S S S = S T
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 216 Filed 03/17/23 Page 83 of 241

30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

Page 83

Sixth District is not able to engage in because of
t he way the maps were drawn?

A. Well, see, again, it's hard for me to
answer that because even if |I'mthe bishop of the
District, there are 500 and sonething churches. It's
not possible for ne to know what's happening in all
t hose 500. But whenever we have a district neeting,
If | have concerns and probl ens between ny staff and
me, then they |et us know.

And, you know, a lot of times -- for
exanpl e, | have gotten to know a | ot of the
| egi slators and all and I would be able to cone --
for exanple, | was terribly saddened when Speaker
Ral st on passed because if there was a real problem]
had with a legislator, I would call the Speaker and
ask himto help. And | really |liked Ralston. So,
again, | won't know until we have this neeting.

Q Okay. Are there new activities that the
Sixth District has undertaken as a result of the
adoption of the redistricting nmaps?

A.  Not yet.

Q Do you have plans to engage in new
activities?

A If | knew -- we're in the process now of

goi ng over all of this to see what we can do. Sone

Veritext Lega Solutions
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things | suspect we may need to stop doing; sone
things we may need to do. So we're evaluating all of
t hat now.
Q But no decisions have been nmade yet?
A.  No decisions have been made.
Q Okay. W talked earlier about the
Community Enpower Initiatives. Do you recall that?
A, Yes.
Q If you need to reference, | was referencing
t he conplaint in Paragraph 18, the big docunent, on
Page 8.
A. Page 8?
Yes.
No. 37
No. 3, Page 8, Paragraph 18.

> O > O
-<
@
o
@

Q And we tal ked about that |ast sentence of
18 about the AME Church will be forced to divert
resources, and that's broader voter registration and
Community Enpower Initiatives. Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q And we tal ked about the different financial
changes that the Sixth District would have to nmake.
Are there changes or reductions in activities that

are not financial related to voter registration and

800.808.4958
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community enpowernent that the Sixth District wll
undertake in response to the redistricting maps?

A. Well, one, we've already been forced to
undertake and that neans to stop. For exanple, we
had started sending out, prior to SB 202, absentee
voter applications and found it very productive.

But, again, SB 202 has nmde that illegal, so we can
no | onger do that.

We al so had in place to assist people who
needed to get to a polling site. In fact, we worked
very closely with the nobile vans, but now the nobile
vans are illegal. Then we had a role in hel ping
people to use the ballot drop boxes, especially -- we
have a | ot of our nenbers who were -- don't get off
work until after 5:00. And now the ballot drop box
Is -- they're inside, no |longer outside. And when
that building closes usually around 5:00, the ball ot
drop boxes are no | onger accessible. And so that
went that. So it's affected us in a nunmber of ways.

Q And I know you just |isted off various
changes that happened in Senate Bill 202.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q Are you unable to identify the inpact of
Senate Bill 202 versus the redistricting maps on the

Sixth District?

800.808.4958
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A. Again, | don't think you can separate them
For exanple, again, and | use the Augusta area as a
maj or exanple. There was a senator in that
Augusta -- and | forget what district it was -- but
he was very nuch in opposition to al nost everything
the citizens in that district wanted. And, | nean,
not citizens, but the citizens in his own district.
But with the redistricting, they actually took part
of another district, which was predom nantly
African- Ameri can where a nunber of our churches were,
and put themin his district. So now we're shackl ed
by a heavy burden.
Q And the heavy burden that you're shackl ed
to there is a legislator --
A. He's now their senator.
Q -- who doesn't represent the interest of
t he bl ack voters?
A.  Yes.
Q Okay.
MR. GARABADU: Since we've been going for
an hour, would this be a good tinme to take a break?
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Of the video record at
11: 11 a. m
(A recess was taken from 11:11 a. m

to 11: 21 a.m)

800.808.4958
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THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Back on the video record
at 11:21 a.m
BY MR, TYSON:

Q Bishop Jackson, we were tal king about
different activities that the Sixth District had to
change as a result of the redistricting plans. Do
you recall holding virtual town hall neetings rel ated
to redistricting?

A.  Yes.

Q Ckay.

(Defendant's Exhibit 6 was marked for
I dentification.)
BY MR TYSON:

Q I'mgoing to hand you what we've nmarked as
Exhibit 6. And the Bates nunber is cut off on the
bottom of that, but this is the |atest round of
docunents. And can you tell ne what Exhibit 6 1s?

A. Agenda froma virtual town hall held in
Oct ober of 2021.

Q OCkay. And this was held before the Speci al

Session in 2021; is that right?

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A. Yes. |I'msorry.

Q | wanted to ask you, on the top of the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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second page, there's a reference to redraw ng of the
Si xth Congressional District to help take back the
House. Do you see that?

A.  Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

Q Do you know if a redistricting map had been
rel eased -- or, actually, let me step back for a
second.

Do you recall -- did the Sixth District
participate in this call through you or others?

A, Yes.

Q And what was the Sixth District's role --

A. As a matter of fact, | think this was a
Faith Works town hall.

Q And so one of the discussions was the
redrawi ng of the Sixth Congressional District; is
that right?

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Is that a yes?

A.  Yes.

Q And do you recall if a map had been
rel eased that redrew the Sixth Congressional District
when this call was hel d?

A. | don't know if a map had been rel eased or
not, but | do know there was discussion relative to

it. And the reason | know is because | live in the

800.808.4958
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Sixth District, and | know there was di scussi on about
redrawi ng the Sixth or the Seventh District. And
from di scussions which | had -- and this was with
peopl e on both sides involved with the

redistricting -- the feeling was that they had to
reduce -- well, they wanted to reduce one of the
districts in Georgia that was currently held by a
denocrat. And ny only concern was that | was in the
Sixth District, and word cane to ne they were going
to take 300, 000 peopl e out of another district and
put themin the Sixth District, and that very nuch
al armed ne.

Q And at the bottomthere, it indicates that
you spoke on What Do We Do Next? Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q And there's a reference to Operation Voter
Turnout, | see, and then Meeting the Requirenents of
SB 202 as it Now Stands. Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you recall if there was a di scussion
about advocacy or anything related to redistricting?

A. Not state, but federal.

Q Okay. So not for the state |egislative
i nes, but for the congressional districts?

A. Correct.

800.808.4958
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Q Has the Sixth District held other town hall
nmeetings like this?

A.  We held about four -- | take that back. We
hel d about six of themin different parts of the
state. And, again, the primary enphasis was we're
going to get out the vote and hel p nake peopl e aware.
And let me say this call here was primarily only
anong mnisters. It was not, you know, the |ay
people and all the faith | eaders' call.

Q Got it. Thank you. Let nme nove to Topic
No. 6, which is "the activities or expenditures the
organi zation plans to undertake in the future rel ated
to the laws, policies, and protocols challenged in
this action if it is unsuccessful in achieving relief
t hrough this action.™

Do you see that?

A.  \Which one?

Q No. 6.

A.  On Docunent No. 17?

Q Yes, sir, in Exhibit A

A, Okay.

Q And I'Il ask my same questions here: You

are the designee for Topic 6 for the Sixth District,
right?
A.  Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And did you review any docunents or speak
to anybody to prepare for this topic?

A.  No.

Q And I know we can't predict the future
necessarily. But regardless of the outcome of this
case, the Sixth District is going to continue to
advocate for voting rights, right?

A. That is correct.

Q And regardless of the outconme of this case,
the Sixth District will continue to educate voters
about their districts?

A. The AME Church is commtted to an ongoi ng
effort to always make sure that the African-Anmerican
community is aware and informed on the issues that
w il inmpact us, in fact, inpact the state because
It's not just a matter of African-Anericans, but that
| npacts the state for good or bad.

Q OCkay. WII -- if you know, will the Sixth
District change any of its voter education efforts if
it's unsuccessful in this case?

A. | would say it depends. You know,
sonet hing may change or the |egislature, rather, may
make sonme changes which we view as a positive. |If
that's the case, we'll change our effort to work with

the legislature. So it depends upon what the
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| egi sl ature does.

Q Okay. And that makes sense. Again, | know
we can't predict the future necessarily on this, so.

A. Sure.

Q Let's nmove to Topic No. 7, which | think
will be a very quick one, "The total expenditures of
the organi zation on activities related to this action
since the organi zati on began participating in this
litigation."

MR. GARABADU: And, again, I'll instruct
the witness not to nmention specific budget line itens
pursuant to the First Amendnent of privilege.

THE WTNESS: | don't know, anyway.

BY MR. TYSON:

Q So, Bishop Jackson, you are the designee
for Topic No. 7, right?

A.  Yes.

Q And did you speak to anybody or review any
docunments to prepare for this topic?

A.  No.

Q And you're aware that one of the types of
relief being sought in this case is an award of
attorney's fees to the plaintiffs, right?

A.  Yes.

Q Has the Sixth District spent any noney on

800.808.4958
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attorney's fees up to this point in this case?

A.  No. Now, that, | do know.

Q Do you know if the Sixth District plans to
spend noney on attorney's fees at all as part of this
case”?

A. |'mpraying not.

Q OCkay. So let's nove to Topic 8, then.
Topic 8 is "The nature of nenbership of the
organi zation, including how individuals becone
menbers, any obligations of nmenbers, and any benefits
offered by the organi zation to its nmenbers."”

Do you see that?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q And you are the designee for Topic 8,
correct?

A.  Yes.

Q And did you review any docunents or talk to
anybody to prepare for Topic 8?

A.  No.

Q So if you could describe for nme just the
nature of nmenbership in the Sixth District.

A. It would be the sanme as it is for the
connection of church. Persons cone and join the
church. For exanple, if it's Turner Chapel here in

Mari etta, sonebody cones and joins the church.
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They're required to go through a 90-day period of
menbership training, what it neans to belong to the
church, that kind of thing.

Then after the 90 days, they're ready for
what we call full nmenmbership. Full nmenbership, they
are entitled to participate in anything that's
related to the church. They're able then to be
ei ther nom nated or elected to serve as an officer in
the church, participate in any of the organizations
or conponents.

And we do expect themto attend, expect
themto contribute to the work of the church, and to
be involved in their conmmunity. That's one of the
maj or enphasi s of the Methodi st church. You're
I nvol ved in your community. W believe the church at
Its best is not the church gathered, but the church
scattered where after Sunday norning, you go in the
worl d and make a difference in the Lord's nane.

Q So you reference individuals joining
churches. \When an individual beconmes a menber of an
AME Church in the Sixth District, do they also
become -- does that individual also becone a nenber
of the Sixth District?

A.  Yes.

Q And then are churches in the Sixth District

800.808.4958
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al so nmenbers of the Sixth District?
A. Yes.
Q And is there a way that a church -- if it
wants to beconme a menber of the Sixth District, is

there a process it goes through for that?

A. There is a process.

Q And | believe you said there were 524
menber churches?

A. Correct.

Q So if you could go with ne to the big
docunment again, the conpl aint.
(Wtness conplies.)
We're going to go to Page 7, Paragraph 16.
Uh- huh.

o > 0 »

So there's a reference there to nmore than
500 member churches that are part of the Sixth
District in Georgia. And that's the churches that

are nmenbers, not the individuals, right?

A. Correct.

Q And then there's a reference to tens of
t housands of nmenmbers in Atlanta alone. That's a
reference to the individuals who are nenmbers of
churches, and then by extension, becone a nenber of
the Sixth District when they join the church?

A. Correct.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Q And it indicates that "The AME Church's
menbers include bl ack Georgians who are registered to
vote and reside in newy-drawn districts whose
boundaries dilute black voting strength.”

Do you see that?

A. Correct. Let nme say, | don't know how this
got in here, but it's a m stake.

Q Ch, okay.

A. \VWhere it says with 36 congregations.

There's much nore than 36 in Atlanta.

Q Ckay. Do you have an estimte of
roughly --

A.  Over a hundred.

Q Over a hundred. GCkay. That's fine.

I f you can find your declaration again, the
one that starts with Exhibit K |I'msorry to nmake
you junp back and forth between docunents so nuch.

A, Oh, | got it.

Q So if you could go to Page 5, Paragraph 10.

A. (Wtness conplies.) Uh-huh.

Q There's a reference to approximtely
60 congregations |ocated in and around the areas that
conprise Georgia Senate District 16 and 17 as well as
sonme house districts? Do you see that?

A.  Uh- huh.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And those are nmenber churches that have
I ndi vi dual nenbers who are part of those churches in
that area, right?

A. Correct.

Q And do you know how the Sixth District went
about determ ning the nunber of congregations that
are in those particular districts?

MR. GARABADU. (bjection. I'Il just
I nstruct the witness not to answer as it relates to
either internal deliberations of the AME Church
pursuant to the First Amendnent privilege or as it
relates to the conversations with counsel pursuant to
the attorney-client privilege.
BY MR. TYSON:

Q And, Bishop Jackson, just to clarify ny
question, which is: Do you know how that was
det er m ned?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. And was that determ ned through --
again, not getting into what discussions were, but
was the process an internal process or in
consultation with counsel ?

A. Internal process.

Q And were Sixth District staff nenbers

I nvol ved in that internal process?

800.808.4958
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A. Let nme just say this, determ nation was
based on | ocati on.

Q In the second sentence there in
Paragraph 10, it says, "Many, if not all, of these

churches have congregates who identify as black and

who are registered -- residents and regi stered voters
in or around the senate districts.” Do you see that?
A, Yes.

Q \When you're using the term"identify as
bl ack” in the declaration, what does that refer to?

A. Sinply to say they're African-Anerican.

Q Okay. Do you know if there was any
specific analysis done of the residents of the
i ndi vi dual church nmenbers as part of your statenment
I n this paragraph?

A. Explain. 1'mnot sure what you nean.

Q So you reference that there was a reference
to location in determ ning the congregations.

A.  Yes.

Q And ny question just is you have -- you say
that the churches have congregates who are residents
in or around the senate districts and house
districts?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you know -- well, was that an assunption

800.808.4958
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based on you attend church cl ose by?

A.  No. Each church has a role of its
congregati on.

Q Okay. And so the Sixth District was able
to access those roles to determ ne the residents of
t he nmenbers --

A. W asked the pastors if they could provide
that information with -- if they or sone commttee,
what ever in the |ocal church, could provide it, which
t hey did.

Q Got you. And then just to confirm the
sanme process you just described happened for
Paragraph 11, about CGeorgia Senate District 23; is
that right?

A.  Yes.

Q And did the sane process you just described
I n Paragraph 10 al so happen for Paragraph 12 around
t hose house districts?

A.  Yes.

Q And then in Paragraph 13, you say, "Menbers
of AME Church include black registered voters who |
understand reside in the new state senate and new
house districts di scussed above."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

800.808.4958
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Q And that understanding is based on the

process you described for Paragraph 10; is that

right?
A.  Yes.
Q We can set that aside for the monent. [|I'm

going to have to cone back to it in alittle bit, but
we're finished with that docunment for now.
| know you nentioned this earlier, but

could you just briefly describe the obligations of
I ndi vi dual nenbers of the Sixth District?

A. Yes. One, to attend new nenbers cl ass;
two, to be involved in their local church; three, to
contribute to the support of the work of the
church -- and by the work of the church, that neans
the |l ocal church and the Sixth District as well --
and to be active in the comunities where they |ive.

Q And this may be a topic nore appropriate
for a menbership organization that's not a church,
but could you describe the benefits that a nmenber of
the Sixth District would receive as an individual?

A. Sure. One, they get a pastor, a shepherd.
Two, they becone a part of a church famly, a
congregation. | guess this is No. 4, they also get a
means by which issues that inpact their |ives can be

met and addressed. For exanple, if they needed

800.808.4958
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counseling or sonething, they get -- you know,
churches provide counseling. And then dependi ng upon
t he church, you know, there nmay by Rites of Passage
Prograns that help themw th the raising of their
children. Sone churches provide self-defense
classes. O hers have cl asses regardi ng how to handl e
noney, how to get out of debt. Ohers have, you
know, book clubs. You know, so there are a host of

t hi ngs that the churches provide.

Q And you nentioned earlier that the churches
mai ntai n menbership roles. Are those roles reported
to the Sixth District, or are they maintained by each
church?

A. They're maintained by each church.

Q And so if you wanted to determ ne the
address of an individual in the church, the Sixth
District could get that information fromthe church,
but doesn't have it directly, right?

A.  Yes, doesn't have it directly.

Q Let ne nove next to Topic No. 9, "Whether
and how the organization determned if any of its
i ndi vi dual nenmbers are inpacted by the | aws,
policies, and protocols challenged in this action."

Do you see that?

A. Yes, | do.

800.808.4958
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Q And you're the designee for Topic No. 9,
correct?

A.  Yes.

Q And did you review any docunents or speak
wi th anybody to prepare for Topic No. 9?

A.  No.

Q And | think we pretty nmuch al ready covered
this, but aside fromthe process you described in
response to ny questions about Paragraph 10 of your
decl aration, did the Sixth District undertake any
ot her process to determ ne the inpact of the
redi stricting maps on individual nenbers?

A.  No.

Q That may be the shortest topic we have so
far.

A. Well, we can find some others. "Il help
you.

Q Let's go to Topic No. 10, "The nethods used
by the organi zation to determ ne which districts it
woul d challenge in this action.”

And you're the designee of Topic No. 10,
correct?

A.  Yes.

Q And did you review any docunents or speak

to anybody about Topic No. 107?
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A.  No.
Q Now, | understand that there will be an

attorney-client elenment to how the case cane
together, so | want to be very specific. |'m not
aski ng you for any conversations with your attorney
on these questions. But you're aware that the
conpl aint chall enges particular districts on the
state | egislative maps, right?

A.  Yes.

Q Ddthe Sixth District go through any
process that did not involve its attorneys in
determ ning howto -- which districts would be
chal l enged in this case?

MR. GARABADU: |'mgoing to object to that
and just instruct the witness to not necessarily go
I nto conversations that the Sixth D strict had
internally, again, pursuant to the First Amendnment
privilege. But besides that, you know, he can answer
as he see fits.

THE WTNESS: The only thing I would say is
we had different nmenbers in sone of these districts
who contacted the office concerned about, you know,
how t he maps woul d affect them
BY MR, TYSON:

Q Solet me -- let's take the conmplaint, if
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we coul d, the big docunent.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q And if you can go to Page 26.

A. (Wtness conplies.)

Q In Paragraph 62, and that paragraph states,
"Georgia's black population is sufficiently numerous
and geographically conpact to conprise the mgjority
of the voting age population in at |east three senate
districts that the State failed to draw. "

Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q And, again, not getting into conversations
with counsel, but are there other senate districts
that the Sixth District contends should have been
drawn as majority black districts that were not drawn
beyond the three that are referenced in the
conpl ai nt ?

MR. GARABADU:. (bjection, calls for a |egal
concl usi on.
BY MR. TYSON:

Q You can answer, if you know.

A. VWhatever he said, |'"'mwith that.

Q Okay. So let nme rephrase ny question. |'m
not asking you for a legal conclusion. Are there

other districts that the Sixth District is aware of

800.808.4958
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that -- where black voters could be the majority of
the voting age population that the Sixth District
contends the State failed to draw besides the three
that are referenced?

A. | would not say --

MR. GARABADU: |'Ill renew ny objection.

MR. TYSON: Sure.

THE WTNESS: |'mgoing to say |I'm
t horoughly famliar with all of the districts, but |
woul d suspect that there are.
BY MR, TYSON:

Q Okay. Does the Sixth District support the
drawing of districts that contain a majority black
voting age popul ati on wherever those districts can be
dr awn?

A. | would have to see what's around those
districts before | could answer that.

Q Okay. That's very reasonable. Let ne ask
you one nore question along this line. Back to your

decl arati on, on Page 7, Paragraph 13.

A.  Uh- huh.

Q I've already asked you about the first part
of that paragraph. | wanted to ask you about the
| ast part there when you get to it. [It's this one,

M. Jackson.
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Ch, Exhibit K. Okay. All righty.

So if you can turn to Page 7, Paragraph 13.

> O »

Yes.

Q You stated at the end that "The nenbers we
were referencing would reside in the illustrative
additional majority blacks state senate and state
house districts presented by plaintiffs in this case
t hat could have and shoul d have been drawn in the
above discussed areas.”

Do you see that?

A.  Yes.

Q And so for the statenment that they should
have been drawn, what is the basis for that
st at ement ?

A. The fact that the population in these areas
woul d be sufficient to have a majority black state
and house district and there's no sufficient reason
why there weren't except for political
consi derations.

Q Thank you. So let's nove to Topic No. 11.
"The organi zation's conmuni cations with the Georgia
General Assenmbly regarding the | aws, policies, and
protocols it challenges in this action from
January 1, 2021, to the present."”

And you are the designee for the Sixth

800.808.4958
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District for Topic 11, right?
A.  Yes.
Q And did you review any docunents or talk to

anybody to prepare for Topic No. 117

A.  No.
Q So earlier, | know we discussed that there
was a press conference you held, | believe, during

t he Special Session related to redistricting; is that
correct?

A. Correct.

Q And you also referenced reaching out to
menbers of the CGeneral Assenbly. Was that during the
Speci al Session or before?

A. During the special session.

Q Okay. Didthe Sixth District publicly
testify or anybody from as a representative of the
Sixth District, testify to any of the |egislative
hearings about redistricting plans?

A. There were sone, but | don't renenber who
they were. | know it was not nyself, but there was
some who did.

Q And they were testifying on behalf of the
Sixth District or they --

A. No, testifying on behalf of thenselves as

resi dents, but they happened to be nmenbers of the AME

800.808.4958
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Chur ch.

Q And that's what | was trying to discern
that it's a nenber of an AME Church certainly, but
the Sixth District itself didn't send an
representative?

A.  No.

Q At the press conference that you held
during the session, what was the Sixth D strict
urging the legislature to do about redistricting
pl ans?

A. To make sure that the maps represented what
Georgia looks like in terms of its citizens and where
they live and who they woul d have a chance -- the
opportunity to vote for to be a senator or
representative.

Q Besides the contact with individual
| egislators in the press conference, were there any
ot her conmuni cati ons on behalf of the Sixth District
to the Georgia General Assenbly in 2021 about
redistricting plans?

A. | don't think so.

Q Ckay. And when you referenced reachi ng out
to individual |egislators, were you doing that
conmuni cation or was it sonebody el se?

A. There were a nunmber of people.

800.808.4958
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Q Were they all acting on behalf of the Sixth
District in their conmmunications?

A. Sonme were acting on their own who happened
to be nmenbers of the AME Church.

Q And so ny question is just specifically
about soneone contacting a | egislator on behal f of
the Sixth District.

A.  No. That would be ne.

Q Okay. And do you recall which legislators
you contacted during the Special Session?

A Well, | remenber | spoke with Lieutenant
Governor Ceoff and with Speaker Ral ston.

Q Any other legislators you can think of?

A. Not that | can think of.

Q And do you recall what you advised the
| i eut enant governor and the speaker to do about
redistricting plans?

MR. GARABADU: (Objection. 1'mgoing to ask
the witness not to respond to that to the extent that
It violates the First Amendnent associ ati onal
privilege, especially since Bishop Jackson is
| obbyi ng on behalf of the Sixth District.

MR, TYSON: Ckay.

BY MR, TYSON:

Q M. Jackson, is there any part of those

Veritext Lega Solutions
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conversations that you are confortable in answering
over your -- in light of your counsel's objection, or
is it all privileged in your m nd?

A. Just telling them we were opposed to what
they were trying to do.

Q Ckay. Do you recall when those
conversations happened with |ieutenant governor and
speaker ?

A. No, | don't renenber the exact day.

Q But it was during the Special Session?

A.  Yes.

MR, TYSON:. And, M. Garabadu, you may want
to interpose an objection here.
BY MR. TYSON:

Q But do you recall if you discussed the
| egi sl ative maps or the congressional maps in those
comruni cati ons?

MR. GARABADU:. |'m going to renew ny
obj ection and just instruct the witness to not answer
to the extent that it reveals First Amendnment
associ ational privil ege concerns.
THE W TNESS: Just | egislative.
BY MR, TYSON:
Q Okay. Have you contacted, or anyone on

behal f of the Sixth District contacted menbers of the
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General Assenbly about redistricting from-- in 2022
as opposed to in 20217

A. No.

Q Did the Sixth District support any of the
maps that were introduced in the Special Session?

A.  No.

Q. So let's nove to Topic No. 12,

"Communi cations between the organi zation and any of
the coplaintiffs, its individual nmenber plaintiffs,
Its other menbers, and other advocates and advocacy
organi zations concerning this litigation or the
redistricting plans challenged in the action.”

Do you see that topic?

A. Yes, | do.

Q And you're the designee for the Sixth
District for Topic 12, correct?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. And did you review any docunents or
speak to anyone to prepare for this topic?

A.  No.

Q Was any other organization part of the
press conference that you held during the Speci al
Session about the redistricting plans?

A. Yes, other faith | eaders from across the

state.
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Q So was there any participation by Al pha Phi
Al pha fraternity?

A.  No.

Q Any participation by the Georgia State
Conf erence of the NAACP?

A.  No.

Q Any participation by Georgia Coalition for
t he Peopl e's Agenda?

A. No.

Q Any participation by the GALEO Latino

Communi ty Devel opment Fund?

A.  No.
Q Participation by Conmon Cause?
A.  No.
Q O by the Legal Wonen Voters?
A. No.

Q Do you recall who the other faith | eaders
were that participated in the press conference?

A. Sonme of them You nmean you want sone
names?

Q If you can, ones you renenber.

A. Reverend Tinmothy MDonald. He's the pastor
for Iconium Baptist Church in Atlanta. Reverend
Gerald Durley who is the intern pastor at Providence

Bapti st Church in Atlanta. Who else participated?
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Reverend Lee May, pastor of Transform ng Faith Church

in Decatur. And I'm not sure who el se participated.

Q Okay. So, Bishop Jackson, you're aware
that there are sone individual plaintiffs who are a
part of this case as well?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you know Eric T. Wods?

A. | can't say yes or no because when you've
got over 500 churches, | don't know all of them by
nane.

Q Got it. But do you knowif M. Wods is a
menber of the Sixth District?

A. Yes.
Q He is?
A. Yes.

Q Do you know if Katie Bailey Aenn is a
menber of the Sixth District?

A, Yes.

Q Yes, you know --

A. No, | don't know Her, | don't know.

Q GCkay. Do you know if M. Brown, Phil
Brown, is a nenber of the Sixth District?

A. That, | don't know.

Q Do you know if Janice Stewart is a nenber

of the Sixth District?
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A. She definitely is.

Q Does Ms. Stewart have a formal role with
the Sixth District?

A. No, she's a nenber. She's very outspoken.

Q But it's correct that M. Wuods, M. d enn,
M. Brown, and Ms. Stewart did not participate in the
press conference during the Special Session?

A. No, they did not.

Q Al right. Well, et ne nove to Topic
No. 13, which is "the specific relief the
organi zation seeks that will cause it to cease
diverting resources to address the |aws, policies, or
protocols challenged in this action.”

So you see that topic, right?

A.  Yes.

Q And you are the designee for Topic 13,
correct?

A.  Yes.

Q And did you review any docunents or speak
with anyone to prepare for Topic 13?

A.  No.

Q And so | understand you're not a | awer,
and | don't want to ask you for a specific |egal
conclusion here. But if you had to describe what

relief the Sixth District would get that would enabl e
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It to stop diverting resources, what would that be?

A. Generally speaking, to have districts al ong
that reflect the popul ation of Georgia and the
I ncrease of African-Anmericans in the state where the
number of African-Anmerican or predom nantly
African- Anerican districts would increase.

Q And if the nunmber of predom nantly
African- American districts increase on the
| egi sl ati ve maps, would you have be able to stop
having to educate voters about changes in districts?

MR. GARABADU: (Objection to form

THE W TNESS: Qur commtnent to socia
justice doesn't limt us to the issue of districts,
but whatever issues that arise that we feel inpact
our congregations and our conmmunities.
BY MR, TYSON:

Q And what |'m asking probably in not a very
hel pful way is, there are specific allegations in the
conplaint that we've tal ked about that you're
having -- the AME Church is having to divert
resources fromits voter registration and Conmunity
Enpower I nitiatives.

And so ny question is: |f the nunber of
predom nantly African-Anerican districts increase,

woul d the Sixth District be able to stop diverting

Veritext Lega Solutions
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resources fromthose prograns to the affected
district?

MR. GARABADU. (Objection to form

THE W TNESS: |'ve discovered that not only
I n Georgia, but in New Jersey and all these states,
it's always sonmething comng up. So it may not be
districts, but it will be sonething el se.

BY MR, TYSON:

Q  Ckay.

A. But I'mlooking forward to the day when
it's not.

Q Okay. Bishop Jackson, let nme nove next --
and | think maybe the easiest way to do this is just
to do Topic 14 and 15 together. [|'mnot going to
have a | ot of questions about those.

But Topic 14 is the docunents produced in
this litigation by plaintiffs and the informtion
contained in the docunments. And then Topic 15 is the
process by which the organization searched for and
i dentified docunents responsive to discovery requests
served in this case. Do you see those?

A.  Yes.

Q And you're the designee for Topics 14 and
15, right?

A.  Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And did you speak to anybody or review any
docunents to get ready for those topics?

A.  No.

Q And if you could just very generally --
obviously, | don't want to get into any di scussions
bet ween you and your counsel, but just very generally
descri be what process the Sixth District went through
to |l ocate docunents that are responsive to our
requests.

A. Searched ny | aptop MacBook, hone, and
office, and in the office to see which docunents
pertain to this.

Q Does the Sixth District maintain any sort
of central e-mail server or file server?

A. I'mtechnologically illiterate. |If we do,
| don't know about it.

Q  Ckay.

A. | ask ny son to do stuff | don't
under st and.

Q Certainly. And any docunents that you
found that were responsive, you provided to your
counsel; is that right?

A.  Yes.

Q Does the Sixth District have staff nenber

e-mai | boxes that were searched?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A.  Yes.

Q So | guess both the staff nenbers and their
boxes were search?

A.  Yes.

Q Does the Sixth District have any ot her
| ocations of files that were not searched as part of
this process?

A. No.

Q | did have a question about one docunent |
want to mark and ask you about.

(Defendant's Exhibit 7 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. TYSON:

Q I'Il mark this as Exhibit 7.

A.  Uh- huh.

Q And this is a docunent that was provided to
us in discovery. Looks |ike a Facebook post titled,
M d- Year Convocation Itinerary.

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Does this docunent relate to the clains in
this case at all regarding the districting maps?

A. Does what now?

Q Does this docunent relate to the
redi stricting maps?

A. No.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Ckay. Well, Bishop Jackson, | think I
m ght be near the end. | would Iike to kind of go
t hrough ny notes and consult with co-counsel here. |
m ght be near the end of ny questions. So if it's
all right with you, can we take maybe a ten-m nute
break or so?

A.  Sure.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: O f the video record at
12: 07 p. m

(A recess was taken from 12: 07 p. m
to 12:21 p.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Back on the video record
at 12:21 p.m
BY MR TYSON:

Q Al right, Bishop Jackson, |I'mnearly
finished. | have a few npbre questions to ask you
about .

A.  Uh- huh.

Q Back earlier, when we were discussing in
Topic 1 and 2, just the diversion of different -- |I'm
sorry, in Topic 5, the different activities of the
organi zati on based on the redistricting plans, does
the Sixth District have any staff nmenbers who are
solely devoted to advocacy around the redistricting?

A. No.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Do you have any volunteers who are solely
devoted to redistricting advocacy?

A. No.

Q Have you had a situation in the Sixth
District where the Sixth District wasn't able to
conplete a project it wanted to do because of its
wor k around redistricting?

A. No.

Q Earlier when we were tal king about the
Georgi a General Assenbly, you nentioned a state
senator fromthe Augusta area who didn't represent
bl ack interests. Do you recall that?

A Yes, | do.

Q And was that Senator Max Burns?

A | believe so.

Q And are the interests that you referenced
t hat were unrepresented the sanme ones you discussed
earlier about health care and those topics, or were
t hey uni que situations for Senator Burns?

A. They were unique situations for Senator
Burns and -- because | got this fromfolk in that
district, but there were also i nstances where he was
out spoken on sone issues that were disturbing.

Q And do you recall what the disturbing

I ssues were?

800.808.4958
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A. | would have to go back and check.

Q  Okay.

A. But they were covered in the papers, if I'm
correct.

Q But sitting here today, you can't recal
what those issues were?

A.  No.

Q You also nentioned when we were talking
about the relief that the organi zati on was seeking in
Topic 13 that the nunber of predom nantly
African- American districts should increase. Do you
recall that?

A.  Yes.

Q Do you have -- and, again, |'mnot asking
for a legal conclusion on this. But if, for exanple,
33 percent of the districts in a |legislation were
maj ority black, would that be a sufficient nunber in
your m nd?

MR. GARABADU:. (bjection to the formto the
extent it calls for a |legal conclusion.
THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure. | don't
under st and your questi on.
BY MR, TYSON:
Q Okay. You reference that you wanted the

nunber of predom nantly African-Anmerican districts to

800.808.4958
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I ncr ease.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q And so ny question is basically, how nuch
of an increase is enough of an increase in your m nd
to allow the organization to stop diverting resources
to respond to redistricting plans?

MR. GARABADU: (bjection to the formto the
extent that it calls for a | egal concl usion.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, |I'mnot sure there's a
specific nunmber mark. And so | just say our concern
is that with the increase and nunber of blacks -- and
| should say bl acks and people of color in the state,
the new maps do not reflect that increase.

MR. TYSON: Bishop Jackson, | appreciate
your tinme today. That's the questions | have.

M. Garabadu may have sonme as well, but | appreciate
you working with us today.

THE W TNESS: Al right.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. GARABADU:

Q Bishop Jackson, | promse | won't keep you
| ong, but | did have a couple of quick questions for
you.

Now, you'll renenber earlier today,

M. Tyson asked you sone questions about how you

800.808.4958
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prepared for this deposition. Do you renenber those
questions?

A.  Yes, | do.

Q So, Bishop Jackson, do you -- and wi thout
tal ki ng about, you know, what the substance of those
preparations | ook |ike, do you renmenber having
preparation sessions with your attorneys about this
deposition?

A.  Yes.

Q And during those prep sessions, did you
| ook at any docunents either on screen, on Zoom or
I n paper to refresh your recollection?

A.  Yes.

Q | want to talk to you a little bit about
t he questions M. Tyson asked you about relating to
voting-related activities that the church does. Do
you renmenber M. Tyson asking you questions about
t hat ?

A.  Yes.

Q Wi inthe Sixth District carries out those
ki nds of voting-related activities? Are they staff
members? Are they volunteers? Are they -- who is it
exactly who does that?

A. There's a gentleman named Janmes Garnon.

Q OCkay. And is M. Garnon a volunteer or a

Veritext Lega Solutions
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paid staff nmenber?
AL He's a paid -- well, we give hima stipend.

| wouldn't say paid. W give hima stipend.

Q Okay. And in ternms of other activities
that the church does related to voting-rel ated
activities, so, you know, voter registration drives,
Operation Voter Turnout, Souls to the Polls, who
carries out those activities?

A M. Gar non. In fact, when | was in --
living in New Jersey, pastoring in New Jersey,

M. Garnon was on the staff at -- I'mtrying to
think. 1've forgotten the nane of the college in the
sout hern part of the state, so we've known each ot her
for a nunber of years. And he noved to CGeorgi a.

And when the voting stuff canme up, he
volunteered to assist. He's basically volunteered --
and | would say in the mddle of |ast year, we just
started giving hima stipend. | just felt alittle
guilty, and they give hima little stipend.

Q And | understand that M. Garnon m ght kind
of lead these efforts, but is M. Garnon the only
person in the whole state --

A.  No.

Q -- who does voter registration drives?

A. No. We have people all over the state at

800.808.4958
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each of the conferences. Wat he primarily does, if
there's an episcopal district effort, just to make
sure we -- for exanple, Operation Voter Turnout to
make sure every conference was doing the sane thing,
had the sane focus. That's when he woul d assi st.

Q OCkay. And those other people that you
menti oned ki nd of across the state, who are those
fol ks who participate in these activities?

A. For exanple, in each conference, it would
be like the chair of the Social Action Comm ssion.
Then in local churches, every local church is
supposed to have a Social Action Commttee. So you
woul d have people fromtheir |ocal churches. And
then in sone of the organizations or conponents of
the Sixth District, we would have vol unteers who al so
| i ke to m ssionary, the Lay Organi zation, who
vol unt eer and woul d assi st.

Q And are nenmbers or chairs of those Soci al
Action Commttees, are they paid by the church?

A.  No.

MR. SAVI TSKY: Excuse ne. |'mso sorry to
interrupt. The audio is not on for those who are
appearing virtually. Sorry to whonever |
interrupted. | can't hear.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Ckay. You can hear us

800.808.4958
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now?

MR. SAVITSKY: Yes, | can. Thank you very
much. And, again, apologies for the interruption.
BY MR. GARABADU:

Q So, bishop Jackson, you tal ked about the
Social Action Commttee nenbers. Are those Soci al
Action Committee nmenmbers paid in any way?

A. No.

Q. Are they volunteers, then?

A. Vol unt eer ed.

Q And are chairs of the Social Action
Comm ttee paid, or are they volunteers?

A. They're vol unteers.

Q And are the other nenbers of the AME Church
who participate in these voting-related activities,
are they also participating on a volunteer basis?

A. Yeah. Most everybody that does anyt hing,
you know, volunteers, for exanple, if it's the chair
of Christian education, if it's the chair of nusic,
and all of those are basically voluntary positions.

Q Okay. So is it fair to say, then, Bishop
Jackson, that fol ks who are volunteering to hel p out
with these voting-relating initiatives, that their
participation in those activities isn't their day

j ob?
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A. No, definitely not. They would be in the
poor house.

Q So they have other jobs on the side --

A. Correct.

Q -- but they help with these
el ection-related activities; is that right?

A. Correct. Many of them all have other jobs,
or sone of themare retired.

Q Okay. So is it fair to say, Bishop
Jackson, that in terns of the human resources that
the AME Church has to pursue these voting-rel ated
activities, would you say that's a finite source,

t hen?

A.  Yes.

Q Okay. | want to talk to you a little bit
about these voting-related activities after the state
| egi sl ati ve maps were passed in Decenber 2021.

Do you renenber M. Tyson asking you sone
guesti ons about how those activities m ght have
changed after the maps were passed?

A.  Yes.

Q OCkay, | wanted to get a little clearer
about that because |I think there was a little bit of
confusi on that happened there.

So did the voting-related activities at the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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AME Church change in any way after the maps were
passed 20217?

A. No. 1In fact, what has really made all of
us need a sabbatical is the fact that over the |ast
several years -- there's always been sonething in
Georgia. As a matter of fact, | could also say the
nati on. Bet ween 2018 and then '20, and then -- it's
j ust been one thing after another. It was either the
challenge as it relates to voting rights. Then it
becane SB 202. Then it becanme the districting. |It's
just been one ongoing thing.

Q Bishop Jackson, | understand that kind of
these voting-related activities m ght have exi sted
before 2021, but did the focus or did the specific
activities that the church pursued change in sonme way
after 20217

A. Let nme tell you this. Part of ny other
frustration was that before | cane to Georgia, | was
very di straught when | found out that the AME Church
in Georgia really was not engaged or involved on
| ssues of social justice. And that was very
troubling to me. |'m pleased because now the church
IS so excited to be involved in those kind of issues
because that's been the | egacy of the church, as

specifically for CGeorgia and nore specifically
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Atlanta with its history between Dr. King, Andy
Young, all of that crowd, you know, al nost everybody
had beconme rather -- it was |ike everything was
acconplished, and so there were very little
engagenent. So |I'm excited now that the church is
back engaged where it ought to be.

Q | want to talk to you about one of the ways
that the church has gotten nore gauged. You
mentioned while M. Tyson was asking you sone
questions about activities that the church was
pursuing in the Augusta area around redistricting.

A.  Uh-huh.

Q Can you describe that a little bit nore?

A. Yeah. A lot of it dealt with the fact that
the district had been changed, and | was pleased. 1In
fact, | preach at Bethel in Augusta tw ce every year,
and | was pl eased because of when | preached there in
February, a lot of the nenbers cane to ne concerned
about the district and which made ne feel divergent
because it neant that they were aware, and they were
staying on top of what was goi ng on.

And so they organi zed neetings with the
political |eadership in Augusta, Republican and
Denocratic. They even had a couple of marches in

Augusta relative to the maps. They spoke out in
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terns that they wanted to be able to select who their
senator would be as opposed to having the | egislature
really say, this is who you've got to choose between.
So | was very pleased. W had a press conference in

Augusta dealing with the redistricting, so they were

very nmuch engaged.

Q GCkay. And you nentioned that you | earned

about this in February of -- was that February 2022?
A. No. | learned of it the first tinme |

preached in Augusta and that -- |I'mnot sure it was

February, but it was in -- it was when the whole

redistricting debate was goi ng on.

Q OCkay. And you nentioned a couple of tines
of activities that congregations around Augusta were
doing. | think you said marches. You said sone
advocacy-rel ated things --

A.  Uh- huh.

Q -- and neeting with their |ocal |eaders.
Did | get that right?

A. Yeah. As a matter of fact, the mnisters
in the area had a citywide neeting to discuss it. |
wasn't there, but | know they had it. So they were
very nmuch engaged.

Q Okay. And you said that this was going on

while redistricting was happening. Do you nean this

Veritext Lega Solutions
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was happeni ng while the Special Session was taking
pl ace?

A. Correct. Correct.

Q And do you know if that -- those, you know,
advocacy-rel ated efforts and those education-rel ated
efforts continued after the Special Session was over?

A. For a short while, they did.

Q Andis it safe to say, Bishop Jackson, that
those were not activities that the church was doi ng
before redistricting happened?

A. The church was involved in voting issues,
but as it related to the redistricting, not until
that. And, in fact, the mnisters had made ne
feel -- nmade me feel good. One of the Bapti st
preachers said, now, you know, we Baptists don't have
bi shops, but you are all of our bishops now. So that
made ne feel good. So they really kind of brought ne
in. It really wasn't spurred by ny |eadership. They
just -- you know, they adopted ne, so | was glad to
be in there.

Q And, Bishop Jackson, were these types of
activities that happened during and after the Speci al
Session? Wre they, again, nostly done by
vol unteers --

A.  Oh, yeah.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© 00 N o o b~ W N

N T T N T N N I e S S S = S T
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 01~ W N+, O

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 216 Filed 03/17/23 Page 132 of 241

30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

Page 132

Q ~-- of the AME Church?

A. Oh, yes. The AME Church and nenbers of
ot her churches in the Augusta area.

Q OCkay. And do you know if simlar
activities took place in any other parts of the state
related to redistricting?

A. Sonme parts of the state, but not to the
extent that Augusta did.

Q  Ckay.

A. M. Stewart is -- as you nentioned, she's
an AME, but she is one of those that you're going to
hear her one way or the other, so she nade sure |
heard her.

Q And Ms. Stewart, to be clear, doesn't live
I n the Augusta area?

A. No. | think she lives in -- near a place
called CamlIla, Camlla, Georgia.

MR. GARABADU: |'m going to ask ny
co-counsel if there's anything else | amforgetting,
but | think we m ght be close to the end.

| think we're all set on our end.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON
BY MR, TYSON:
Q | have a few nore questions in light of

that, not surprisingly. So, Bishop Jackson,

Veritext Lega Solutions
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M. Garabadu was asking you about the vol unteer work.
And | know volunteers are a critical part to church
life all the way around.

Does the Sixth District have any way of
measuring or quantifying how nuch volunteer tine is
spent on particular activities?

A. Not the Sixth District. | would suspect
t hat the pastors of the churches to which they bel ong
or the conference to which they bel ong woul d.

Q So sitting here today, you can't identify
how much volunteer tinme was spent on redistricting
t asks versus sonething el se?

A.  OQbviously, whatever tinme whoever put into
it, I'"msure was voluntary because we weren't paying
t hem

Q And you discussed with M. Garabadu sone
additional activities that happened in Augusta and
ot her places. Were there activities that had to stop
or be reduced in Augusta because of the advocacy

around redistricting?

A. No. | wouldn't say stop because of the
advocacy. In fact, | would hope it increased due to
advocacy.

Q So, in other words, it wasn't like the

people in Augusta had to stop one task to start
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working on redistricting. In fact, it actually got
them nore involved in the church?

A. | think all of the -- | think all of this

canme together, redistricting, SB 202, sone issues,
sone of the 2018 election, | just think it's just a
|l ot. Some of it was al so brought on -- which is very
much related to the redistricting, was a debate of
the voting rights in Congress. So it was a | ot of,
you know -- and as a matter of fact, it was al nost
like we felt |ike we were under siege.

Q And you tal ked about the efforts in
Augusta. Do you know if the community was pl eased
with the outconme of the advocacy, or did they
di sagree with the outcone?

A. They weren't pleased because of the way the
district ended up being drawn. So I'll be pleased
when that gets corrected.

Q And do you recall the districts in Augusta
and the advocacy around that, was that specifically
for districts in Richnond County, or was that a

br oader geographic area? Do you renenber?

A.  You know, I'"'mnot really famliar -- you
know, | cane to Georgia froma state that had 22
counties. Now I'min one with 159. | don't know

where | am
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Q Got it. Let nme ask a better question,
then. You're exactly right. W have a |ot of
counti es.
For the Augusta redistricting you talked
about, do you recall if the advocacy was about state
senate and state house districts in the Augusta area,

or was it other parts of the state or other parts of

t he area?
A. | would think it was Augusta and the
surroundi ng area. It wasn't state. For that

particular, it was for that area.

Q Thank you. And you nmentioned M. Garnon
and his work --

A.  Uh-huh.

Q -- in response to M. Garabadu's questi ons.
Has M. Garnon been unable to conplete any of his
tasks that he was assigned because of his work
related to redistricting?

A. He's been involved in a whole lot, so |
woul dn't say he's been -- | wouldn't say he stopped.
| would say it's ongoi ng because, for exanple, even
now, in light of the turnout for the Novemnber
el ection, there is this trenmendous urgency to begin
now for '24 because, very disappointingly, black

turnout in 2022, less than 50 percent of blacks in
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the state voted. And | think there's sonme reasons
for that, but -- so those are the reasons we have to
addr ess.

MR. TYSON: Well, Bishop Jackson, | don't
have any further questions. | don't know if
M . Garabadu has any nore.

MR. GARABADU: No, | think we're done as
wel | .

MR. TYSON:. And we're conmpl eted. Thank
you.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: That's the end of the
deposition. Off the record at 12:44 p. m

(Deposition conclude at 12:44 p.m)

(Signature reserved.)
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VERI TEXT LEGAL SOLUTI ONS
FI RM CERTI FI CATE AND DI SCLOSURE

Veritext represents that the foregoing
transcript as produced by our Production
Coordi nators, Georgia Certified Notaries, is a true,
correct, and conplete transcript of the colloquies,
questions, and answers as submtted by the certified
court reporter in this case. Veritext further
represents that the attached exhibits, if any, are a
true, correct, and conplete copy as submtted by the
certified reporter, attorneys, or witness in this
case; and that the exhibits were handl ed and produced
excl usively through our Production Coordinators,
Georgia Certified Notaries. Copies of notarized
production certificates related to this proceeding
are avail abl e upon request to litsup-ga@eritext.com
Veritext is not taking this deposition
under any relationship that is prohibited by.
O C.GA 15-14-37(a) and (b). Case-specific
di scounts are automatically applied to all parties,
at such time as any party receives a discount.
Anci |l l ary services such as cal endar and fi nanci al

reports are available to all parties upon request.
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF GEORG A:
COUNTY OF FULTON:

| hereby certify that the foregoing
transcri pt was taken down, as stated in the caption,
and the colloquies, questions and answers were
reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that the
transcript is a true and correct record of the
evi dence gi ven upon sai d proceeding.

| further certify that | amnot a relative
or enployee or attorney of any party, nor am/l
financially interested in the outconme of this action.

| have no relationship of interest in this
matter which would disqualify me from mai ntaining ny
obligation of inpartiality in conpliance with the
Code of Professional Ethics.

| have no direct contract with any party in
this action and ny conpensation is based solely on
the ternms of my subcontractor agreenent.

Not hing in the arrangenents nade for this
proceedi ng i npacts ny absolute commtnent to serve
all parties as an inpartial officer of the court.

T ' 7 -7 ary, 2023.

Tracy A. WIllianms, CCR B-2168, RPR
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To: REG NALD JACKSON
Re: Signature of Deponent REG NALD JACKSON
Date Errata due back at our offices: 30 DAYS

Greeti ngs:

Thi s deponent has reserved the right to read and
sign. Please have the deponent review the attached
PDF transcript, noting any changes or corrections on

the attached PDF Errata. The deponent may fill out
the Errata electronically or print and fill it out
manual | y.

Once the Errata is signed by the deponent and
notarized, please mail it to the offices of Veritext
(bel ow) .

When the signed Errata is returned to us, we wll
seal and forward to the taking attorney to file with
the original transcript. W will also send copies of
the Errata to all ordering parties.

If the signed Errata is not returned within the tinme
above, the original transcript may be filed with the
court without the signature of the deponent.

Pl ease send conpleted Errata to:

Veritext Production Facility

20 Mansel | Court

Suite 300

Roswel | , GA 30076

(770) 343- 9696

800.808.4958
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ERRATA
|, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | have
read the transcript of ny testinony, and that
_____ There are no changes not ed.
_ The foll owi ng changes are not ed:

Pursuant to Rule 30(7)(e) of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure and/or OCGA 9-11-30(e), any changes
in formor substance which you desire to make to your
testinony shall be entered upon the deposition with a
statenent of the reasons given for making them To
assi st you in making any such corrections, please use
the formbelow |If additional pages are necessary,

pl ease furnish same and attach.

Reason for change

Reason for change

Reason for change

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page __ Line __ Change
Reason for change
Page Line __ Change
Reason for change
Page Line __ Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page _ Line __ Change
Reason for change
DEPONENT' S SI GNATURE
Sworn to and subscribed before me this __ day of
NOTARY PUBLI C
My Comm ssion Expires:
Veritext Legal Solutions
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Georgia Code
Title 9, Chapter 11

Article 5, Section 9-11-30

(e) Review by witness; changes; signing.

If requested by the deponent or a party before
completion of the deposition, the deponent shall
have 30 days after being notified by the officer
that the transcript or recording is available in

which to review the transcript or recording and,

there are changes in form or substance, to sign a

statement reciting such changes and the reasons

if

given by the deponent for making them. The officer

shall indicate in the certificate prescribed by
paragraph (1) of subsection (f) of this Code

section whether any review was requested and, if

so, shall append any changes made by the deponent

during the period allowed. If the deposition is not

reviewed and signed by the witness within 30 days

of its submission to him or her, the officer shall

sign it and state on the record that the deposition

was not reviewed and signed by the deponent within

30 days. The deposition may then be used as fully

as though signed unless, on a motion to suppress

under paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of Code
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Section 9-11-32, the court holds that the reasons
given for the refusal to sign require rejection of

the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.
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to take back control of the Senate and redrawing of the 6™ Congressional District to help take
back the House. If efforts to suppress and make it harder to vote succeed in Georgia they have
a good chance of succeeding in other targeted states.

Bishop Reginald Jackson — What Do We Do Next? — after the town halls what do we do?

What must we do to prepare and organize. Media? Operation Voter Turnout? Uniting the
thousands of Black churches in Georgia? Meeting the requirements of SB 202 as it now stands.
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