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1              IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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3

4      ALPHA PHI ALPHA
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5      nonprofit organization on
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1 On behalf of the Defendant:

2          BRYAN TYSON, ESQ.

3          DONALD P. BOYLE, ESQ.

4          DIANE LAROSS, ESQ.

5          BRYAN F. JACOUTOT, ESQ.  (via Zoom)

6          Taylor, English & Duma, LLP

7          Suite 200

8          1600 Parkwood Circle, S.E.

9          Atlanta, Georgia  30339

10          (770) 434-6865

11 Also present:

12          Samantha Morris (via Zoom)

13

14

15

16          (Pursuant to Article 10(B) of the Rules and

17 Regulations of the Georgia Board of Court Reporting,

18 a written disclosure statement was submitted by the

19 court reporter to all counsel present at the

20 proceeding.)

21

22

23

24

25

Page 6

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 6 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Good morning.  We are on

2 video record at 9:03 a.m., on Monday January 9th,

3 2023.  Please note that the microphones are sensitive

4 and may pick up whispering and private conversations.

5 Please mute your phones at this time.  Audio and

6 video recording will continue to take place unless

7 all parties agree to go off the record.

8          This is Media Unit 1 of the video-recorded

9 deposition of 30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson taken by

10 counsel for defendant in the matter of Alpha Phi

11 Alpha Fraternity, Inc., et al. versus Brad

12 Raffensperger filed in the U.S. District Court,

13 Northern District of Georgia, Atlanta Division.

14 Location of this deposition is Taylor, English in

15 Atlanta, Georgia.

16          My name is Leo Mileman representing

17 Veritext.  I'm the videographer.  Court reporter is

18 Tracy Williams from the firm Veritext.

19          Will counsel all present please introduces

20 yourselves after which the court reporter will swear

21 in the witness.

22          MR. TYSON:  Good morning.  I'm Bryan Tyson

23 on behalf of the Secretary of State.

24          MR. BOYLE:  I'm Donald Boyle also for the

25 Secretary of State.
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1          MR. GARABADU:  I'm Rahul Garabadu on behalf

2 of the AME plaintiffs.

3          MS. DOUGLAS:  Maura Douglas on behalf of

4 the AME plaintiffs.

5          MR. JACOUTOT:  And Bryan Jacoutot joining

6 virtually on behalf of the Secretary of State.

7          MR. JACKSON:  Reginald Jackson representing

8 the AME plaintiff.

9          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  To the people on Zoom,

10 could you please identify yourselves for the record.

11 Thank you.

12          MS. MORRIS:  I'm Samantha Morris on behalf

13 of the AME plaintiffs.

14          MR. SAVITZKY:  This is Ari Savitzky on

15 behalf of the AME plaintiffs.

16                   REGINALD JACKSON,

17 having been first duly sworn, was examined and

18 testified as follows:

19                      EXAMINATION

20 BY MR. TYSON:

21      Q.  All right.  Well, good morning, Bishop

22 Jackson.

23      A.  Good morning.

24      Q.  My name is Bryan Tyson.  It's good to see

25 you again.  I know we've had some --
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1      A.  Yeah.

2      Q.  -- interactions over time, so glad to see

3 you this morning on a Monday morning.

4      A.  Good seeing you.

5      Q.  So we're going to take today what's called

6 a 30(b)(6) deposition of the Sixth District AME.  And

7 do you have a preference about how I refer to the

8 Sixth District, Sixth District AME?

9      A.  Sixth District is fine.

10      Q.  Okay.  Sixth District.  That works great.

11 And we'll be taking this today for the purposes of

12 discovery, which is just the process to get some

13 information about your claims and about the Sixth

14 District's claims in the case.

15          So my goal today is just to ask you some

16 questions, get some answers on that.  My goal is not

17 to confuse you or ask you a bunch of confusing

18 questions.  Anybody who has been in a deposition with

19 me before, though, will tell you that sometimes I get

20 to the question mark of a sentence and you have no

21 idea what I'm asking.  That is totally fine.  Just

22 let me know that, and I'll rephrase it.

23      A.  Okay.

24      Q.  For our court reporter, it's best that we

25 speak clearly and give yes and no answers instead of
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1 uh-huh or uh-uh or you shaking the head.  She can't

2 capture that on the transcript.

3      A.  I'll remember that.

4      Q.  And, also, I know in conversation, we tend

5 to talk over each other.  You may know where I'm

6 going with a question.  Just wait for me to finish

7 the question before you start your answer and that

8 will make the transcript clean for everybody.

9      A.  Will do.

10      Q.  Okay.  And then the other piece is we can

11 take as many breaks as you need during the course of

12 the day.  My only request is that we don't take a

13 break while I have a question pending.  After you

14 give an answer, just let me know you need a break,

15 and then we can take a break at any point.

16          So what I'll do today just to kind of know

17 where we are headed is I'm going to start with just

18 some background information about you, and then we'll

19 mark the various topics that we've talked about for

20 the answers from the Sixth District and then work

21 through those topics hopefully in order to just kind

22 of work our way through and see how far we can get.

23          So if we can start, then, with your full

24 name for the record, please.

25      A.  Reginald Thomas Jackson.
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1      Q.  And what is your work address, not your

2 home address.  But where is your office?

3      A.   Atlanta,

4

5      Q.  And your role is the Bishop of the Sixth

6 District of AME?

7      A.  Bishop of the Sixth District.

8      Q.  Okay.  And how long have you had that role?

9      A.  Since 2016.

10      Q.  Now, this is one of the questions I have to

11 ask just to make sure.  Are you on any medication or

12 have any medical condition that would keep you from

13 fully and truthfully participating today?

14      A.  No.

15      Q.  And I know you've testified before, but do

16 you recall the times when you've given a deposition

17 in the past?

18      A.  Not the specific times.  I remember doing

19 the depositions.

20      Q.  Okay.  Do you remember what cases they were

21 about?

22      A.  Yes.  They -- we were plaintiffs in a case

23 brought by a Fair Fight.

24      Q.  And aside from the deposition in Fair

25 Fight, do you recall giving a deposition in any other
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1 case?

2      A.  There was a federal case which dealt with

3 Fair Fight as well.

4      Q.  Okay.  And was that case different than

5 the -- well, we'll call it the big Fair Fight action

6 case, or was it the same case?  Do you recall?

7      A.  They were different.

8      Q.  Okay.  And is that other case, was that

9 related to voter purges and people being removed from

10 the voter rolls?

11      A.  Yes.

12      Q.  Okay.  So besides those two cases for Fair

13 Fight, with Fair Fight action, do you recall any

14 other times where you've given a deposition before?

15      A.  Not right off.

16      Q.  Okay.  And I know you've testified at

17 trial, and I remember you testifying at the Fair

18 Fight action trial, and you've also testified in the

19 preliminary injunction hearing in this redistricting

20 case, too, right?

21      A.  Correct.

22      Q.  Okay.  Have you testified at trial in any

23 other cases that you recall?

24      A.  Not that I'm aware of, but it's becoming

25 often.
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1      Q.  Okay.  Becoming a regular thing at this

2 point?

3      A.  Yeah.

4      Q.  All right.  Again, just some more

5 background information.  Have you ever been arrested

6 before?

7      A.  No.

8      Q.  So you have never been convicted of a

9 crime?

10      A.  No.

11      Q.  Okay.  In terms of getting ready for your

12 deposition today, have you talked about this case

13 with anybody besides your lawyers?

14      A.  No.

15      Q.  Okay.  So let me get some educational

16 background on you, then.  Could you start for me with

17 where and when you graduated from high school?

18      A.  Oh, gosh.  1972.

19      Q.  Okay.

20      A.  Seems like ancient of days.

21      Q.  And did you go to college right after you

22 graduated from high school?

23      A.  Yes, Delaware State University.

24      Q.  Okay.  And did you earn a degree from

25 Delaware State?
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1      A.  Yes, history and political science.

2      Q.  And do you recall what year that was that

3 you earned your history and political science --

4      A.  1976.

5      Q.  Great.  And if you'll just let me finish

6 the question all the way, that will help everybody

7 out.

8          So then after you got your degree in

9 1976 -- I'm assuming that was a bachelor's degree.

10      A.  Yes.

11      Q.  -- did you go on to further education after

12 that?

13      A.  Yes.  Master of Divinity.

14      Q.  And where did you get your Master of

15 Divinity?

16      A.  We simply call it ITC, but it's the

17 Interdenominational Theological Center here in

18 Atlanta.

19      Q.  All right.  And do you recall what year you

20 got your Master of Divinity?

21      A.  1979.

22      Q.  And have you pursued further education

23 after that?

24      A.  No.

25      Q.  Okay.  Do you hold any professional
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1 licenses of any sort, like a real estate license or

2 things like that?

3      A.  No.

4      Q.  Okay.  So let's talk about employment

5 history as well as kind of get some background there.

6 Let's start with after you got your Master of

7 Divinity in 1979.  Did you have a job at that time?

8      A.  My whole career has been with ministry,

9 pastor to Saint John AME Church in Jersey City, New

10 Jersey, from 1979 to 1981.  And then pastor at Saint

11 Matthew AME Church in Orange, New Jersey, from 1981

12 to 2012.

13      Q.  Okay.

14      A.  And then in 2012, I was elected a bishop in

15 the AME Church.

16      Q.  And I probably should have asked this

17 earlier, but did you have a connection to New Jersey?

18 Is that why you started --

19      A.  No.  In the Methodist church, they will

20 assign you.  And much to my chagrin, they assigned me

21 to New Jersey.

22      Q.  Got it.  Are you from Georgia originally?

23      A.  No.  I'm originally from the small -- you

24 know, because we get so much said about us, I'm from

25 Delaware, which I remind people was the first state
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1 in the union.

2      Q.  That's right.  So can you just tell me a

3 little bit about what your responsibilities were when

4 you were pastor at Saint Matthew in Orange, New

5 Jersey?

6      A.  Yeah.  As a pastor, it was my

7 responsibility to lead that congregation, just a

8 matter of preaching on Sundays, you know, counseling.

9 You are also the chief executive officer responsible

10 for the administration of the church.  And during

11 that tenure, it was wonderful.  Congregation grew to

12 about 3,000 members, built two churches.  It was a

13 very good ministry and was very involved in the life

14 of the state.

15      Q.  That's wonderful.  In the AME or Methodist

16 tradition, do the churches function largely

17 independently?  You said you were assigned places,

18 so --

19      A.  It comes under the Methodist church.  For

20 example, when I was in New Jersey, I was a part of

21 the New Jersey conference.  And there were about --

22 it was about 150 churches in the New Jersey

23 conference, and that was also part of what we called

24 a first Episcopal district.  The AME church has 20

25 Episcopal district geographical areas.
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1      Q.  And do those 20 districts cover the entire

2 United States?

3      A.  They cover -- Districts 1 to 13 cover the

4 United States, and 14 to 20 cover parts of Africa,

5 the West Indies, and some of England.

6      Q.  So truly a global church?

7      A.  Yes.

8      Q.  That's great.  So you said in 2012, you

9 were chosen as a bishop in the AME?

10      A.  Uh-huh.

11      Q.  What is the process for that?

12      A.  Very expensive.  You have to be elected.

13 But the general conference meets every four years,

14 and the general conference elects the bishops, and

15 then you're assigned.

16          I was elected in 2012 and was sent to

17 Africa, southern Africa.  So I spent four years in

18 southern Africa, and then in 2016, was assigned to

19 Georgia.  My time in Georgia will be up in 2024.

20      Q.  Okay.  So are you given a particular term

21 then to serve as district --

22      A.  Yeah.  You can serve in the district for

23 four years.  Then you can be reassigned for another

24 four, but the longest you can serve is eight.

25      Q.  Got it.
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1      A.  So my eight years will be up.

2      Q.  In 2024.  So can you just tell me a little

3 bit about that period from 2012 to 2016, in terms of

4 your job and your responsibilities?

5      A.  Yeah.  Conference, southern Africa, I spent

6 the four years there, back and forth here

7 occasionally, but, again -- and it was called the

8 20th District of the AME Church.  There were about

9 300 and some churches in that geographical area.

10          The bishop is responsible to assign the

11 pastors to churches, assign presiding elders a

12 district superintendent, as some of them are called.

13 And, again, you are responsible for the

14 administrative affairs of the district.

15      Q.  And then what brought about the switch to

16 the Sixth District?  Is that something you got to

17 choose or not?

18      A.  In 2016, the bishop who was in this

19 district retired, so this district was open.  The

20 general conference met, and I had expressed an

21 interest in coming to Georgia.  I had told them I had

22 Georgia on my mind, and they sent me here.

23      Q.  That's great.  And so can you just give me

24 a little overview of what your responsibilities look

25 like as the bishop of the Sixth District?
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1      A.  Primarily, the same, the assignment of a

2 pastor of the churches.  There are 500 and some

3 churches in Georgia.  Then is to give oversight

4 there's -- well, because there's six conferences in

5 the state of Georgia, Atlanta north, southwest, south

6 Augusta, and Macon conferences -- to give oversight

7 to them and, again, responsible for the

8 administrative affairs of the Sixth District.

9          In addition to that, something which I'm

10 not going to miss in 2024, I will no longer be the

11 chair of the Board of Morris Brown College or Turner

12 Seminary here in Atlanta.

13      Q.  Are those responsibilities at Morris Brown

14 and Turner part of the job of the Sixth District?

15      A.  Yeah.  The bishop is the chair of their

16 boards of trustees.

17      Q.  Does the Sixth District only include the

18 state of Georgia, or does it include other states?

19      A.  No, Sixth District is only the state of

20 Georgia.

21      Q.  I believe at the preliminary injunction

22 hearing, you said there were over 500 churches in the

23 Sixth District?

24      A.  Yes.

25      Q.  Okay.  Do you recall the specific number?
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1      A.  I believe it's 524.  Some have merged and

2 all, but it's around 524.

3      Q.  All right.  So, Mr. Jackson, what I want to

4 do, then, is hand you what was marked as Exhibit 1.

5          (Defendant's Exhibit 1 was marked for

6 identification.)

7 BY MR. TYSON:

8      Q.  I'll ask if you've seen this document

9 before?

10      A.  I believe so.

11      Q.  Okay.  So just for the record, this

12 document is entitled the "Amended Notice of the

13 30(b)(6) Deposition of Sixth District of the African

14 Methodist Episcopal Church."

15          And if you could turn with me to the second

16 page, and since this is a deposition of an

17 organization with you as its representative, there is

18 some kind of formulatic things I have to work through

19 with you just to confirm.  If you look down at the

20 paragraph that begins, "please note," you see that

21 the notice indicates that "The organization must

22 designate one or more officers, directors, managing

23 agents, or other appropriate persons who consent to

24 testify on behalf of the organization."

25          Do you see that?
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1      A.  Yes, I do.

2      Q.  And are you the person that the Sixth

3 District has designated to testify today?

4      A.  Yes, I am.

5      Q.  And then you see the next sentence there

6 says, "The person must be ready to testify about the

7 information known or reasonably available to the

8 organization," and then the topics listed in

9 Exhibit A.  Do you see that?

10      A.  Yes, I do.

11      Q.  And if you turn to the fourth page, they

12 start Exhibit A with a list of topics.  Do you see

13 that?

14      A.  Yes, I do.

15      Q.  And you were the witness for every topic in

16 Exhibit A for the Sixth District, right?

17      A.  Correct.

18      Q.  And the -- back in the sentence we were

19 looking at, you have to be ready to testify about

20 information known or reasonably available to the

21 organization, right?

22      A.  Repeat that.

23      Q.  I'm sorry.  I skipped back to this

24 paragraph here at the end.

25      A.  Okay.
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1      Q.  It says, you must be ready to testify about

2 information known or reasonably available to the

3 organization?

4      A.  Correct.

5      Q.  And so you understand today that as you are

6 testifying, you're testifying on behalf of the Sixth

7 District's knowledge on these topics, right?

8      A.  Correct.

9      Q.  All right.  So Bishop Jackson, what I want

10 to do next, we can pause on the exhibit for just a

11 second just to talk about kind of how you got ready

12 for your deposition today.

13      A.  Uh-huh.

14      Q.  So do you recall when you first learned you

15 were going to be giving a deposition in this case?

16      A.  Do I remember when?

17      Q.  When, yes, sir.

18      A.  I would say a couple of months ago,

19 approximately.

20      Q.  And do you recall when you -- was it the

21 same time you learned that you were going to be the

22 witness for the Sixth District, approximately?

23      A.  When they informed me about the deposition,

24 I just presumed I was going to be the witness.

25      Q.  That makes sense.  Do you recall when you
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1 started getting ready for the deposition?

2      A.  Four or five weeks ago.

3      Q.  And I'm not asking you for kind of a legal

4 analysis or anything.  But can you just, in your own

5 words, explain to me what your understanding of your

6 obligations are in the deposition today?

7      A.  A representative of the Sixth District as

8 it relates to matters related to the district

9 boundaries and all as approved by the legislation

10 signed by the governor.

11      Q.  All right.  So in getting ready for today,

12 can you just describe generally kind of the process

13 you went through to get ready for your deposition?

14          MR. GARABADU:  And I'm just going to

15 instruct the witness not to reveal any communications

16 that you had with your attorney as part of the

17 attorney-client privilege.

18 BY MR. TYSON:

19      Q.  Certainly.  Yeah.

20      A.  Basically was trying to remember the

21 conversations from the last deposition, trying to

22 have some idea what I would be talking about.

23      Q.  Makes sense.  Did you look at any paper

24 documents to get ready for your deposition?

25      A.  No.
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1      Q.  Did you review any e-mails?

2      A.  No.

3      Q.  Did you review any financial records to

4 prepare for your deposition?

5      A.  No, I didn't.

6      Q.  Did you review -- do you recall looking at

7 the complaints in the case to get ready?

8      A.  I was refreshed on what the complaints

9 were.

10      Q.  And do you recall whether you looked at

11 your declaration that you presented in this case for

12 the preliminary injunction hearing?

13      A.  No, I was trying to find it and couldn't,

14 so, no.

15      Q.  Got it.  Well, I have a copy today, so

16 we'll be able to deal with that.

17          Okay.  So did you review any of the

18 testimony that you gave at the preliminary injunction

19 hearing or in the Fair Fight cases?

20      A.  No.

21      Q.  And I know we said earlier you hadn't

22 talked to anybody except for your lawyers, and I

23 don't want to know what you talked to your lawyers

24 about.  But did you talk with your lawyers to get

25 ready for your deposition?
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1      A.  I had conversations with them.

2      Q.  In getting ready for your deposition today,

3 did you speak with anybody else in the Sixth District

4 about any of the topics?

5      A.  No.

6      Q.  Is there any topic in the deposition notice

7 that you're not prepared to talk about today?  And if

8 you need to take a minute to look through them,

9 that's fine to do.

10      A.  Thank you.  I'm prepared to talk about

11 them.  How precise I can be, for example, on

12 budgetary matters, I'm not sure.  But I'm prepared to

13 talk about them.

14      Q.  Okay.  Well, with that, let's go ahead and

15 move into the specific topics, then.

16      A.  And I'm also going to say before we go

17 further, my attorney indicated that you all needed a

18 copy of our Book of Discipline, the new one.  So

19 someone from my office is bringing up, which just

20 came in Friday.  So when they text me or let me know,

21 we'll have somebody --

22      Q.  Okay.  Thank you.  Yeah, we got the PDF

23 copy.  But I know there was some issues

24 formatting-wise and all that, so that makes sense.

25      A.  Right.
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1      Q.  I do have to say, as a -- I'm a Southern

2 Baptist.  And so reading through some of the things

3 of the Book if Discipline looks very thorough

4 compared to kind of the very general nature of my

5 denomination, so.

6      A.  Yeah, you have to keep the mindset, go look

7 this up.  So it's not easy.

8      Q.  Right.  Obviously, a lot of thought has

9 gone into that over the years, so.

10          All right.  Well, let's go ahead and go

11 through some of the topics.  So I'm going to try my

12 best today to work through these in order.

13      A.  Okay.

14      Q.  It may be that some of the questions I ask

15 may fall into more than one topic.  And so probably

16 what we're going to see is there will be a lot of

17 questions at the beginning that may address some

18 other topics, but that still fit within 1 and 2, for

19 example.  And, hopefully, that will just shorten the

20 remainder of the topics as we work our way along.

21 But, again, if you need a break, just let me know and

22 we'll do that.

23      A.  Okay.

24      Q.  All right.  So what I want to do is begin

25 with Topics 1 and 2 on Exhibit A.  And I'm putting
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1 these together because they kind of go together.

2      A.  Okay.

3      Q.  I think if we can sort them out, we can.

4 But those are the organization's allocation of

5 resources and budgetary decisions from January 1st,

6 2021, through the present, that reflect the diversion

7 of funds and resources the organization alleges it

8 has undertaken in its complaint, Topic 1.

9          Then Topic 2 is the changes made to the

10 organization's budget as well as any contemporaneous

11 rationale for such changes during its budget years

12 from January 1, 2021, through the present, related to

13 the laws, policies, or protocols challenged in this

14 action.

15          So you were the designee of the Sixth

16 District for Topics 1 and 2, right?

17      A.  Uh-huh.

18      Q.  Is that a yes?

19      A.  Yes.

20      Q.  And just so you're prepared, I'm going to

21 have a series of questions for each topic that are

22 going to be repetitive of some I've asked you

23 already.

24      A.  Okay.

25      Q.  But for getting ready for Topics 1 and 2,
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1 did you review any documents specifically to prepare

2 for Topics 1 and 2?

3      A.  Not specifically.

4      Q.  Did you review any documents generally to

5 prepare for Topics 1 and 2?

6      A.  No.

7      Q.  And did you speak to anyone currently

8 associated with the Sixth District to prepare for

9 Topics 1 and 2?

10      A.  No, I didn't.  And, generally, I'm mindful

11 of the line items for the budget, but I don't --

12 unless someone in the organization says to me, we're

13 way under or way over, I don't get too much into

14 that.

15      Q.  And so I'm assuming you also didn't speak

16 to anybody who is no longer associated with the Sixth

17 District to prepare for Topics 1 and 2?

18      A.  Correct.

19      Q.  So does the Sixth District claim that it's

20 had to divert financial sources as a result of the

21 redistricting maps that are challenged in this case?

22          MR. GARABADU:  And before the witness

23 answers, I'm just going to instruct the witness that

24 pursuant to the First Amendment Associational

25 Privilege, to not discuss specific budget line items.
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1 You know, he can testify as to resources generally,

2 human resources, and financial resources at a broad

3 level, but not to get into budget line items.

4          THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  All I can say on that

5 is -- and when we talk about resources, I don't just

6 consider those resources to have been financial.

7 BY MR. TYSON:

8      Q.  Uh-huh.

9      A.  To give you an example, the Sixth District

10 has what we call a -- and at each conference, a

11 Social Action Commission.  And whereas they may have

12 dealt with say local school board issues, with this

13 action, it required us -- we were trying to make sure

14 we got as many people registered to vote and that

15 kind of thing.  So a lot of that ended up being

16 trying to get people registered and all on college

17 campuses and high school seniors and that kind thing.

18 So that's where those resources were concentrated to.

19          As related to financial, it was basically

20 general spending.  It may have been giving some of

21 them money for gas or something else that would be

22 related to their efforts to increase the voter

23 turnout, increase voter registration, and very much

24 voter education.

25      Q.  And so what I want to do just for today,
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1 just so you're aware, I understand there will be kind

2 of nonbudgetary things that were done with the

3 people's time and volunteer time.  I want to talk

4 about those separate and just kind of take them one

5 piece at a time.

6          So, first of all, I want to just

7 understand, is the Sixth District spending any budget

8 items differently than it would otherwise based on

9 the redistricting plans that it challenges in this

10 case?

11      A.  I would say different, yes.  For example,

12 on the college campuses, rather that what our

13 initial -- because much of our work with the colleges

14 before was trying to get students at colleges to

15 become involved in our churches, something which I

16 think is general throughout all churches regardless

17 of denomination.

18          There has been a decline in the number of

19 youth and young adults, specifically Millennials, in

20 the life of the church.  And so we had a campaign.

21 And fortunate, for example, here in Atlanta, we have

22 the AU Center.  We have Clark, Morehouse, Spelman,

23 trying to get those students, and other parts of the

24 state where we had colleges.

25          So whereas the effort in that, it was
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1 somewhat changed in terms of making sure people were

2 registered and all of that.  So I'm not sure that the

3 spending increased as much as it may have been

4 targeted to another purpose.

5      Q.  And try and I understand then.  So the

6 spending you said may not have changed, but basically

7 the specific program that the money was being spent

8 on changed?

9      A.  Correct.  And part of that as well was all

10 of us were facing real financial constraints then

11 because we were dealing with the pandemic and all of

12 that.  So you couldn't spend what you didn't have.

13      Q.  And is it correct that, for example, the

14 college campus outreach, the change in terms of what

15 was being spent is you were no longer trying to get

16 college students involved at a church, but instead

17 were working to help them register to vote?

18      A.  Yeah, for example, previous election

19 turnout among young adults, Millennials, really

20 declined.  And so that was a major concern to us.

21 And so we made a concerted effort to see if we could

22 increase, especially among Millennials, voter

23 turnout.

24          And then there was some discussion -- I

25 don't remember the specific details -- as it related
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1 to high school seniors who were turning 18 and

2 whether or not they were still being automatically

3 registered when they went to get their license and

4 all.  So we focused on that, making sure that they

5 got registered.  So that become the priority.

6      Q.  And do you recall when that became a

7 priority of kind of shifting from getting them

8 involved, college students involved in churches, to

9 helping them register to vote?

10      A.  Well, it's always been our effort to get

11 the Millennials and all involved in the churches.

12 But in terms of the election with the absolutely

13 atrocious turnout -- in fact, I remember in 2016, the

14 very first meeting that I had with the AME churches

15 in Georgia, the pastors, I really complained and kind

16 of went on a tyrant about how poor the turnout was.

17 And as long as I was in Georgia, I was going to try

18 my best not to have a repeat of that.  And so that

19 became a priority for the district because it was a

20 priority for the bishop.

21      Q.  Understood.  And so with that priority

22 focus beginning in 2016, were there changes in

23 programs or funding for specific programs after

24 November of 2021?

25      A.  What we did, we came up with a program
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1 called Operation Voter Turnout, which was an AME

2 effort.  We did not develop a budget for it, but we

3 just decided we would have to find funds somewhere in

4 the current budget.  And, fortunately, and for which

5 I'm extremely pleased, we had a lot of people

6 primarily, say, our missionaries who voluntarily did

7 a lot of stuff in terms of, you know, talking to

8 people, getting them to vote.

9          And we had a person, Mr. James Demone, who

10 headed up Operation Voter Turnout who coordinated the

11 efforts.  And what funds he needed, we got it out of

12 the current budget.  Some came from the social action

13 budget.  Some came from the Christian education line

14 item.  And some came out of the young adult line item

15 in the budget.  What those amounts are, I'm not

16 specifically aware of, but I know those are areas we

17 really used.

18          And so we had to not backtrack, but we had

19 to divert from what the original priority of the line

20 items were in order to get this done.  In fact, if I

21 could add -- and it was so important.  It was not

22 just a matter for AMEs, but I was able to pull

23 together the leadership of other predominantly black

24 denominations, the United -- the United Methodists,

25 the CME church, AMEs, our church, other faith leaders
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1 to become involved in this effort.  So it really

2 became a statewide effort.

3      Q.  Do you recall when Operation Voter Turnout

4 began?

5      A.  I don't remember the exact date, but it

6 really began after the 2018 election.

7      Q.  And the activities of Operation Voter

8 Turnout you said were funded from various line items

9 that were going to be used for another purpose, but

10 were instead used for Operation Voter Turnout?

11      A.  Yeah, I'm going to say -- I don't want to

12 say that all the funds in the line item were diverted

13 for that, but where we needed to, we found a way to

14 find the money rather than going back and asking the

15 churches for more money.  In fact, I'm very pleased

16 we didn't ask a single church for any more money for

17 the budget because, again, I realized they were

18 struggling because they were just coming out of the

19 burden of the pandemic.

20      Q.  So besides Operation Voter Turnout, were

21 there other activities of the Sixth District where

22 money was spent differently as a result of the

23 redistricting maps?

24      A.  Not as it related to election.

25      Q.  So I want to dig into this --
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1      A.  Well, I take that back.  One, we did -- the

2 AME church has a -- every four years, it's called a

3 Missionary and YPD Quadrennial.  And we did have to

4 divert some funds to help get our young people to the

5 YPD Quadrennial, which was held in Orlando.  So I do

6 remember that as one of the areas.

7          (Defendant's Exhibit 2 was marked for

8 identification.)

9 BY MR. TYSON:

10      Q.  So let me hand you what I'll mark as

11 Exhibit 2.  This is a document that was produced to

12 us in discovery.  Is this a document that you've seen

13 before?

14      A.  Yes, it is.

15      Q.  And can you explain to me what this

16 document is?

17      A.  This is relative to Operation Voter

18 Turnout, and it was to help us get out to vote, to

19 get people motivated, and for voter registration.

20      Q.  Do you recall when this document was

21 created?  And the only date I could find was that the

22 2022 elections were rapidly approaching there at the

23 beginning.  Do you recall generally when this

24 document was created?

25      A.  I don't remember specifically, but I would
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1 say generally leading up to the 2022 election.  In

2 fact, we had a similar effort which was following the

3 2018 election, and I think this is probably just an

4 updated version of that.

5      Q.  Okay.  And looking at this document,

6 there's a reference to Senate Bill 202, the Election

7 Integrity Act, passed by the Georgia legislature.  Do

8 you see that?

9      A.  What paragraph is that one?

10      Q.  In the very first paragraph, third

11 sentence.

12      A.  Okay.  Uh-huh.

13      Q.  And you say down two sentences after that,

14 "This is an effort to suppress the vote of black and

15 brown voters."  Do you see that?

16      A.  Uh-huh.  Uh-huh.

17      Q.  Is that a yes?

18      A.  Yes, I'm sorry.  I keep fumbling that.

19      Q.  And the "this" in that sentence is

20 referring to Senate Bill 202, right?

21      A.  Correct.  Uh-huh.

22      Q.  And the document also says that "Each of us

23 must remain woke, informed, and determined to cast

24 our ballot."

25          Do you know what the Sixth District was
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1 referring to with that sentence?

2      A.  Well, there was a time that foregone, what

3 I call for lack of a better term, the right began to

4 complain about people being woke.  And so I just

5 figured I would use their word in there.  And I'm

6 still not sure what -- I'm presuming that it refers

7 to being aware and mindful.  That's what I'm

8 presuming, so that's the context in which it's used.

9      Q.  Got it.  And you just provided my next

10 question.  My next question was going to be" what

11 does "woke" mean in that context?

12      A.  Yeah.

13      Q.  But that makes sense.  The beginning of the

14 next paragraph, you say you're asking the Sixth

15 Episcopal District to organize and produce a larger

16 black turnout in the 2022 elections.  Do you see

17 that?

18      A.  Uh-huh, yes.

19      Q.  And so I'm assuming is the -- is this you

20 writing this document that you are asking for --

21      A.  Yes.

22      Q.  -- that turnout?  Okay.  And were you --

23 was there a larger black turnout in the 2022

24 elections?

25      A.  Yes, there was, thankfully.
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1      Q.  Now, I have looked through this document,

2 and I see references to kind of the process of voting

3 and absentee voting and getting people to vote, the

4 Election Protection Hotline.  I didn't find any

5 references to redistricting or district maps in this

6 document.  Do you recall if redistricting was part of

7 Operation Voter Turnout?

8      A.  If I am correct, the redistricting came

9 about at the beginning of 2020, as we were preparing

10 for the election.  I think that's when census and all

11 of that was going on.

12          And in addition to that, redistricting

13 dealt with first state elections and -- I mean, state

14 districts, and then it became an issue as it related

15 to federal congressional district s.  And at this

16 point, our major concern was to make sure we got out

17 at least as large or larger than we had in the 2020

18 election.  And this did not deal specifically with

19 the districting, but I think there may be some other

20 places where we specifically talked about

21 districting.

22          For example, it depended upon which

23 district it was for -- I know that I spent a number

24 of days in the Augusta area because I know that those

25 districts were affected by the districting.  And then
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1 in the house, there were some other I think 174 or

2 something -- I'm not sure what -- too many numbers in

3 Georgia.  But the house districts, there were some --

4 I know specifically Camilla was one of them because

5 one of our congregates was just going wild over the

6 change, and I think the districting changed her

7 district and her representatives and all, so.

8      Q.  So Operation Voter Turnout is something

9 that you said began for the 2018 election; is that

10 right?

11      A.  Following the 2018 election.

12      Q.  And so Operation Voter Turnout was in

13 effect for 2020 elections?

14      A.  Yes.

15      Q.  And it was also in effect for 2022

16 elections?

17      A.  Yes.

18      Q.  And the goal, I'm assuming, of the

19 Operation Voter Turnout was to produce a large, black

20 voter turnout in Georgia; is that right?

21          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to form.

22 BY MR. TYSON:

23      Q.  You can answer, if you can.

24      A.  Well, let me just say this.  My concern was

25 in the 2016 national election, the turnout of blacks
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1 in Georgia was absolutely deplorable.  And so my

2 determination was to increase that turnout.  And one

3 of the things which motivated me on that was -- and

4 it's very personal with me -- in New Jersey in 1993,

5 because New Jersey and Virginia were the only ones

6 that had these odd-year elections.

7          1993, we had a race for governor in New

8 Jersey.  And Christine Todd Whitman, who became a

9 very good personal friend, defeated Jim Florio, the

10 incumbent governor.  And Ed Rollins, who happened to

11 be her campaign manager, spoke at a luncheon in

12 Washington.  And he said that the reason Whitman was

13 able to defeat Florio was because they paid black

14 preachers to encourage their members not to vote.

15 That became a major story across the country.

16          And the Governor Elect Whitman called me to

17 ask me if I thought that was true.  And I ended up at

18 a press conference with her addressing that and so --

19 and the black turnout in New Jersey for that election

20 was hardly -- it was under 50 percent.

21          And much to my anger, most people in

22 Georgia believed the lie was true.  And we ended up

23 having a come-to-Jesus gathering with Ed Rollins, and

24 he admitted it was a lie and gave him a chance to

25 boast -- one of his good friends was James Carville.
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1 James Carville happened to have been Jim Florio's

2 campaign manager.

3          And in the '92 election, I guess it was, Ed

4 Rollins was George Bush's campaign manager.  Carville

5 was Bill Clinton's.  And so this gave him a chance to

6 get revenge by beating Carville with Florio.

7          As so to come to Georgia and the first

8 thing I see are the voting numbers and how absolutely

9 deplorable it was, and if blacks had a good turnout

10 in that election, what happened in 2020, I believe,

11 could have happened in 2016.  So that was my -- and

12 that's still very sensitive to me.

13      Q.  And when you say what happened in 2020, are

14 you referring to the success of President Biden and

15 his Senator Ossoff --

16      A.  I'm just saying the election results would

17 have been different because there was a -- it was a

18 close election in Georgia, which surprised me.  I

19 think it was like a 3-point or 4-point margin

20 difference.

21          And if I can add to that, much of it was I

22 wanted blacks in Georgia to understand the influence

23 and the clout they could have in Georgia if they

24 turned out to vote.  32 percent of Georgia's voting

25 population happened to be black.  And if you don't
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1 use your power, you lose it.

2      Q.  Do you recall the creation of a Faith Works

3 website as well?

4      A.  Yes, I do.

5      Q.  Was that also an activity -- I'm sorry.  If

6 you need to --

7      A.  I was just going to see if they sent me a

8 text.  Okay.  No.

9      Q.  Okay.  So was the creation of the Faith

10 Works website related to the redistricting plans that

11 were challenged in this case?

12      A.  No.  The development of Faith Works was,

13 faithfully, across the state.  Organized Faith Works,

14 again, is a means of increasing voter turnout, but

15 also voter education, our feeling was that blacks

16 really were not informed on the major issues that

17 affected them, and we wanted to be able to have

18 blacks to a point where they would vote in their best

19 interest.

20          For example, on the issue of say

21 health care, when the Atlanta Medical Center closed

22 down and there was only one critical care hospital

23 left in the city of Atlanta, our concern was that the

24 closest one to Atlanta was in Macon.  And suppose

25 somebody had a real major issue between Macon and
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1 Atlanta, how are you going to get to either Macon or

2 Atlanta, say, if you are in the middle somewhere,

3 say, Stockbridge or whatever?  So that became a

4 concern.

5          Hospitals closing down became a concern

6 because you have a lot of people, particularly in the

7 black community, their only access to health care is

8 the emergency room at the hospital.  And with Grady

9 being the only hospital in Atlanta with acute care, a

10 lot of people ended up not having -- hospitals ended

11 up not having beds in the emergency area.  Some of

12 them were placed on gurneys in the hall.  And so we

13 just thought that's an issue that blacks ought to

14 be -- because that's important to them.

15      Q.  And when you say you wanted voters to vote

16 in their best interests, was that for a particular

17 party, or was it on issues?

18      A.  No.  They -- based on their, voter

19 education, if it was affected, they would determine

20 what was best for them, you know, and which people

21 are discovering more and more, blacks are not all

22 single-minded.

23          You know, as a matter of fact, my wife

24 still looks at me strange because even in New Jersey,

25 she said, Reggie, you are just an oddball.  I have
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1 happened to have endorsed Chris Christie for

2 governor, and she still hasn't forgiven me, so.

3      Q.  I'm assuming she opposed Governor Christie.

4      A.  Well, she laid me out cold, so I just

5 presume.  So each of us voted on what we thought was

6 our best interest.

7      Q.  Understood.  Thank you.  Well, let me mark

8 the complaint, or the amended complaint, as our next

9 exhibit here.

10          (Defendant's Exhibit 3 was marked for

11 identification.)

12 BY MR. TYSON:

13      Q.  I'm handing you what I've marked as

14 Exhibit 3.

15      A.  We were doing good.  The pages went from

16 thick to slim.  Now, we're back to thick.

17      Q.  I know.  So this is the, I think you see on

18 the first page there, Amended Complaint for

19 Declaratory and Injunctive Relief.  Do you see that?

20      A.  Yes, I do.

21      Q.  So what I want to do is ask you some

22 questions about some of the allegations about the

23 Sixth District in this document.

24      A.  Uh-huh.

25      Q.  So if you could turn to Page 6, Document
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1 No. 15.

2      A.  (Witness complies.)  Uh-huh.

3      Q.  And you see where it begins there at the

4 bottom of the page referencing the Sixth District as

5 a nonprofit religious organization?

6      A.  Uh-huh.

7      Q.  So what I want to ask about is actually

8 down in Paragraph No. 18.  Are you there with me?

9      A.  Uh-huh.

10      Q.  Is that a yes?

11      A.  Yes.  I'm sorry.  Yes.

12      Q.  So the second sentence of Paragraph 18

13 says, "If the new maps take effect, AME church will

14 be forced to divert resources from its broader voter

15 registration and Community Empower Initiatives to the

16 affected districts in order to protect the

17 representation and interest of its members and to try

18 to counteract the negative effects of vote dilution."

19          Do you see that?

20      A.  Yes, I do.

21      Q.  So I'm going to talk about nonfinancial

22 activities in a minute.  But my first question is:

23 We've discussed Operation Voter Turnout and the

24 budgetary impact of that.  Is Operation Voter Turnout

25 an example of a diversion of financial resources from
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1 one program of the Sixth District to a different

2 program in light of the redistricting maps?

3          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to form to the

4 extent that it calls for a legal conclusion.

5          But you can go ahead and answer.

6          THE WITNESS:  I'm not sure if I would use

7 the word "diversion."  For example, we have a line

8 item in the budget for social action.  What we may

9 have done as opposed to using the funds for voter

10 registration and that kind of thing, we may have used

11 it for voter education in terms of letting people in

12 districts that we had concerns about know that your

13 district has been changed, it's no longer 171, it's

14 now 174.  Those of you who live here, that's no

15 longer part of your district under the redistricting.

16 It's a part of another, that kind of thing.

17 BY MR. TYSON:

18      Q.  Okay.  So aside from the voter education

19 process you just described about the new districts,

20 were there other financial changes to the Sixth

21 District's operations as a result of the

22 redistricting maps?

23      A.  No.  In fact, we kept the same line items

24 that we had in the budget.  And what I said to our

25 budget committee, we couldn't increase anything
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1 because that would require us to increase what we

2 asked each local church.  So we had to find money

3 from different places already in the budget.  And to

4 their credit, again, as I said, the missionaries and

5 the lay organization, a lot of the people -- this may

6 be him.  He's letting me know.

7      Q.  Okay.

8          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video record at

9 9:56 a.m.

10          (A recess was taken from 9:56 a.m.

11 to 10:10 a.m.)

12          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Back on the video record

13 at 10:10 a.m.

14 BY MR. TYSON:

15      Q.  So, Mr. Jackson, before our break, we were

16 talking about the provision of Paragraph 18 of the

17 complaint about the diversion of resources.  Has the

18 Sixth District not been able to engage in a broader

19 voter registration initiative because of its efforts

20 in the affected districts?

21      A.  Explain that question to me.

22      Q.  So the allegation in the paragraph talks

23 about the diverting resources from the Sixth

24 District's broader voter registration and Community

25 Empower Initiatives to the affected districts.  Do
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1 you see that?

2      A.  Yes.

3      Q.  And so we've talked about diverting

4 resources.  And my question is:  Has the Sixth

5 District been unable to engage in its broader voter

6 registration initiatives due to its efforts in the

7 affected districts?

8      A.  Yes.  The reality is if we had the

9 resources, we would have done a much broader voter

10 education piece, especially as it relates to people

11 whose district they reside in may have changed, want

12 people to know what district they're in, where

13 they're supposed to go to vote.  They would have done

14 a much larger job with that.

15      Q.  Okay.

16      A.  Especially in the southern part of the

17 state.

18      Q.  So you referenced if you had the resources.

19 Did you not have the resources because of the work

20 related to redistricting?

21      A.  No.  Again, we were -- you know, a lot of

22 our churches are still recovering from the pandemic.

23 In addition to that, each of those churches pays a

24 budget to the Sixth District which, you know, gives

25 us the funds to operate.  And I did not want to deal
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1 with asking those churches to pay more.  And so,

2 therefore, we just used the budget that we had.

3      Q.  So when you reference if you had the

4 resources, you would do a much broader voter

5 education effort; not having the resources was the

6 result of decisions you made about asking the

7 churches for additional budget, not because you were

8 doing work related to redistricting?

9      A.  For example, other obligations which the

10 Episcopal district had, Morris Brown College, we had

11 to raise -- the district had to raise about

12 $2 million for Morris Brown College.  Morris Brown

13 College had lost its accreditation 20-something years

14 ago.

15          One of the things I'm proudest of during

16 the time I've been in Georgia, Morris Brown got its

17 accreditation back.  And so we had to raise some

18 funds for that.  In addition to that, we have some

19 churches, which because of the pandemic, were facing

20 great difficulty, some of them behind on mortgages

21 and all.  The district tried to come in to rescue

22 them.  So we had all of that, and I just was not

23 contemplating increasing these budgets.

24      Q.  Has the Sixth District been unable to hold

25 any voter registration drives because of its work
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1 related to redistricting?

2      A.  No.

3      Q.  Has the Sixth District been unable to

4 engage in Community Empower Initiatives because of

5 its work involving redistricting?

6      A.  Not been prohibited, but not being as large

7 as we would like to have had.

8      Q.  And specifically the work in the affected

9 districts that's referenced in Paragraph 18 of the

10 complaint, is the work in the affected districts the

11 voter education efforts you've talked about?

12      A.  Uh-huh.

13      Q.  Is that a yes?

14      A.  Yes.

15      Q.  Is there other work that the Sixth District

16 has done related to redistricting besides voter

17 education?

18      A.  We've tried to -- well, let me answer, no,

19 because of the fact this effort really dealt more

20 with SB 202 than the redistricting.  So let me say no

21 to that.

22      Q.  Did the -- just so I understand it, the

23 voter education effort relate primarily to SB 202, or

24 were you referring to other activities?

25      A.  Other activities.
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1      Q.  Okay.  And the voter education efforts you

2 mentioned referenced helping voters understand they,

3 for example, have a new district number or a new

4 representative?

5      A.  Correct.  And some of that other effort

6 that would affect, a lot of the districts, the people

7 are older, and they needed some assistance with

8 changes in voting that we tried to assist with.

9      Q.  And when you say "changes in voting," are

10 you referring to Senate Bill 202?

11      A.  Yes.  For example, when it comes to

12 absentee voting, prior to SB 202, organizations could

13 send out absentee ballot applications all over the

14 state which would have helped us with this effort.

15 But as a result of SB 202, that's now illegal.

16      Q.  So if I was trying to understand the

17 efforts of the Sixth District related to the changes

18 in Senate Bill 202 versus the efforts of the Sixth

19 District that were the result of the redistricting

20 maps, are those the same?  Are they different?

21      A.  I would say they are connected.  And they

22 have to be connected.  For example, when you have

23 older citizens, somebody in the past could bring them

24 the absentee ballot application.  Under SB 202, they

25 can't do that.
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1          In addition to that, older citizens, they

2 don't ordinarily know that their voting district,

3 where they're voting, or their senate district or

4 house district has changed.  I would guarantee you

5 that if you ask most people what senate district do

6 you live in, they couldn't tell you.  I'm one of

7 them.  What house district are you in?  I don't know.

8 But a lot of them, they know the name of the person

9 as opposed to the number.

10      Q.  So the efforts the Sixth District undertook

11 related to redistricting were helping, for example,

12 those individuals understand the name of their new

13 representative?

14      A.  Well, the fact that they have a new

15 district and that person's not your representative no

16 more.

17      Q.  Let me ask you about a piece of

18 Paragraph 17, if we back up on the same page still,

19 Page 8.

20      A.  Uh-huh.

21      Q.  And it says, "Today, AME Church continues

22 to encourage civic participation by holding Souls to

23 the Polls event to transport churchgoers to the

24 polling locations during advanced voting periods,

25 registering voters for elections, posting Get Out the
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1 Vote efforts to increase voter turnout, and providing

2 food, water, encouragement, and assistance to voters

3 waiting in line at polling locations."

4          Do you see that?

5      A.  Yes, I do.

6      Q.  Those are all activities that the Sixth

7 District has engaged in before the redistricting maps

8 were drawn?

9      A.  Uh-huh.

10      Q.  And engaged in after the maps were drawn,

11 right?

12      A.  No, because, again, SB 202 took care of the

13 water and the snacks.

14      Q.  So aside from the food and water provisions

15 for people in line, has AME Church continued

16 encouraging civic participation through the things

17 listed in Paragraph 17 after the maps were drawn?

18      A.  Yes.

19      Q.  Mr. Jackson, I'm going to hand you the next

20 one that I'll mark as Exhibit 4, which is a copy of

21 your declaration from the preliminary injunction

22 hearing that we talked about.

23          (Defendant's Exhibit 4 was marked for

24 identification.)

25
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1 BY MR. TYSON:

2      Q.  So if you could just, first, look at this

3 document and tell me if you recognize it.

4      A.  Yes, I do.

5      Q.  And is this the declaration that you

6 provided during the preliminary injunction hearing?

7      A.  I believe it is.

8      Q.  Or process, I guess I should say.  And if

9 you go to the very last page, that is your signature

10 dated December 28, 2021, right?

11      A.  Yes.

12      Q.  So if you could go with me to Page 3,

13 Paragraph No. 5, the declaration says, "Encouraging

14 and supporting civic participation among its members

15 is core aspect of the AME Church's work."

16          Do you see that?

17      A.  Yes.

18      Q.  And does encouraging and supporting civic

19 participation for the Sixth District include

20 educating voters?

21      A.  Yes.

22      Q.  And does it include helping the turnout

23 voters to vote?

24      A.  Yes.

25      Q.  And it includes assistance to voters where
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1 that's permissible by law, right?

2      A.  Depends on how you describe assisting

3 voters.

4      Q.  Okay.  Let me just go -- to make this a

5 little bit easier, the next page, Paragraph 7, we

6 have -- I think it's the same list as the complaint

7 about the Souls to the Polls events during advanced

8 voting period, registering voters, hosting Get Out

9 the Vote efforts to increase voter turnout.

10          The activities listed in Paragraph 7 are

11 part of this core mission, core aspect of the Sixth

12 District's work, right?

13      A.  Uh-huh.

14      Q.  Is that a yes?

15      A.  Yes.

16      Q.  Okay.  In Paragraph 7, there's also a

17 statement, the last sentence, "Advancing voting

18 rights and eliminating barriers to political

19 participation that have plagued the promise of full

20 citizenship for black Americans since this country's

21 founding is a core issue that ties our members and

22 the communities in which they live together."

23          Do you see that?

24      A.  Yes, I do.

25      Q.  And you would agree that advancing voting
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1 rights and eliminating barriers to political

2 participation for black Americans is a critically

3 important issue to the Sixth District?

4      A.  Yes, it is.

5      Q.  And the Sixth District will continue its

6 efforts at educating voters regardless of the outcome

7 of this lawsuit, right?

8      A.  Yes.

9      Q.  And the Sixth District will continue

10 working to advance voting rights and eliminate

11 barriers to political participation for black

12 Americans regardless of the outcome of this lawsuit,

13 right?

14      A.  Correct.

15      Q.  If you could go with me to Page 7.

16      A.  (Witness complies.)

17      Q.  In Paragraph 14, you say, "The new maps

18 directly affect AME church's advocacy efforts by

19 undermining the ability of black Georgians, including

20 the church's members, to elect representatives of

21 their choice."

22          Do you see that?

23      A.  Yes, I do.

24      Q.  Can you explain to me how the new maps

25 affect the church's advocacy efforts?
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1      A.  Yes.  Over the last six to eight years, the

2 black population in Georgia has increased, increased

3 efficiently enough where there should have been -- at

4 least I think in the new districts, there should have

5 been opportunity for more black or minority

6 districts.  But that did not happen with the drawing

7 of those maps.

8          And, in fact, some of our members who had

9 minority representation, had that not taken from

10 them, but no longer able to vote for those

11 representatives because they were no longer in those

12 districts, which means it limits them in terms of

13 their opportunity to vote for candidates of their

14 choice.  And the reality is that, in most instances,

15 you change your senator or your representative by

16 your vote.  This time, it was done by the legislature

17 when they had no input.

18      Q.  Looking at the next paragraph there,

19 Paragraph 15, it says, "AME Church will be forced to

20 divert resources from its broader voter registration

21 and Community Empower Initiatives to areas where

22 black voting strength has been unlawfully watered

23 down in order to protect the representation and

24 interest of its members."

25          Do you see that?
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1      A.  Yes, I do.

2      Q.  Can you explain to me how the AME Church

3 protects the representation and interest of its

4 members in this paragraph?

5      A.  Oh, absolutely.  For example, I think it

6 was Paulding County, a couple of years ago, they

7 reduced the number of polling sites in the county.

8 And what was done, they actually moved the -- and

9 Paulding's population is predominantly

10 African-American.

11          What they did, they moved the polling sites

12 away from where the predominantly African-American

13 citizens lived.  Where some of them used to be able

14 to walk to their polling site now needed a car to

15 drive to their polling site.  And so something like

16 that, the AME Church would feel we have a

17 responsibility to speak out and advocate to prevent

18 those kind of things from happening.  And, again, you

19 have older population in that area.

20      Q.  So the ways that the Sixth District

21 protects the representation and interest of its

22 members relate to the process by which voting

23 happens; is that accurate?

24      A.  No.  I would say it seeks to impact the way

25 voting happens, but also the way it should happen.
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1 And it shouldn't happen that way.

2      Q.  So in Paragraph 15, when we're talking

3 about the diversion of resources to areas where black

4 voting strength has been unlawfully watered down,

5 what are the areas where black voting strength has

6 been unlawfully watered down that are referred to in

7 that paragraph?

8      A.  Again, the changing of districts so that,

9 in some instances, a number of blacks were even moved

10 into the district where the black population becomes

11 concentrated.  But when you do that, you take away

12 blacks from other districts where perhaps you could

13 get another minority district.

14      Q.  And where there was not another minority

15 district that the Sixth District thinks there should

16 have been, what activities has the Sixth District

17 undertaken besides filing this lawsuit to address

18 that lack of a district?

19      A.  The strongest effort we have,

20 unfortunately, is advocacy, speaking out.  If you

21 don't have the votes in the legislature, the only

22 thing you can try to do is persuade.  And so

23 persuasion comes through advocacy.

24      Q.  And has the Sixth District engaged in

25 advocacy about the redistricting maps since the
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1 Special Session 2021?

2      A.  Yes, we've spoken to legislature, held a

3 couple -- held press conferences during that process.

4      Q.  And when you said "during that process,"

5 was that during the Special Session?

6      A.  Yes.  We had a press conference during that

7 session.  In addition to that, we wrote our

8 legislators.  We called some, didn't get a response

9 back from them, but we called them, anyway.

10      Q.  Do you recall at the press conference what

11 your message to the legislature was during the

12 Special Session?

13      A.  Yes.  We talked about the increase in the

14 black population.  We talked about the fact that they

15 should increase black representation in the

16 legislature as opposed to leaving it the same or even

17 reducing it.  So we made all of those arguments to no

18 avail.

19      Q.  So backing up to Paragraph 14 where there's

20 a reference to the AME church's advocacy efforts --

21      A.  Uh-huh.

22      Q.  -- is that referring to efforts like press

23 conferences and reaching out to legislators?

24      A.  More than that.  It affects our advocacy

25 not only by -- it didn't prohibit us from having a
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1 press conference and that kind of thing.  But the

2 other thing is is areas where the districts are,

3 mostly in rural Georgia, there's not much means of

4 advocating through the press and that kind of thing

5 because, you know, for example, I don't know what a

6 local newspaper is in some of these areas.  And the

7 Atlanta Journal Constitution is going to deal with

8 the area that its strength is.

9      Q.  Let me go to the next one and mark as

10 Exhibit 5.

11          (Defendant's Exhibit 5 was marked for

12 identification.)

13 BY MR. TYSON:

14      Q.  This is a thick document, but I'm not going

15 to ask you about all of the different pieces of it,

16 so.

17      A.  Oh, my goodness.

18      Q.  This is a document titled "Plaintiff's

19 Responses and Objections to Defendant's First Set of

20 Interrogatories, Requests for Production of

21 Documents, and Requests for Admission."

22          Do you see that?

23      A.  Uh-huh.

24      Q.  Okay.

25          THE COURT REPORTER:  Is that "yes"?
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1          THE WITNESS:  Yes.

2 BY MR. TYSON:

3      Q.  I'm going to go to Page 6, if we could, on

4 the responses.  So if you look down at the bottom of

5 the page, there is a reference to -- it says, "AME."

6 Do you see that?

7      A.  Yes.

8      Q.  And, I'm sorry, Bishop Jackson.  I should

9 have asked you, do you recall ever seeing this

10 document before?

11      A.  I don't think so.  I'm not going to say,

12 no, but I don't think so.

13      Q.  That's fine.  So let me just ask you a few

14 questions about the AME section there.  And there's a

15 reference, you see that "Prior to the adoption of the

16 Senate and the House plan, the nature of AME Church's

17 election-related organizational resources, efforts,

18 outreach, and activities included, without

19 limitation," and then there's a list of activities

20 that go to the next page.  Do you see that?

21      A.  Yes.

22      Q.  So I just want to ask you about each of

23 those.  In the 2022 election, did AME Church or the

24 Sixth District hold Souls to the Polls events to

25 transport churchgoers to polling locations?
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1      A.  They were not sponsored by the Sixth

2 District.  They were really sponsored by those local

3 churches.

4      Q.  Okay.

5      A.  For example, 500 and something churches,

6 there may have been maybe 35 across the state which

7 helped Souls to the Polls.

8      Q.  But nothing about the redistricting maps

9 kept the churches of the Sixth District from holding

10 the Souls the Polls events --

11          MR. GARABADU:  Object to form.

12 BY MR. TYSON:

13      Q.  -- in 2022, right?

14      A.  Wherever they were, we wanted them to vote.

15      Q.  Okay.  And my question was specifically,

16 did the redistricting maps stop the Sixth District

17 from holding any Souls to the Polls events?

18      A.  I can't say yes or no because, again, those

19 are hosted by individual churches, and I'm not sure

20 what impact that may have had.

21      Q.  Okay.  The second item on the list I see

22 there is registering voters for elections.

23      A.  Uh-huh.

24      Q.  Did the redistricting maps stop Sixth

25 District from registering voters for elections in

Page 63

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 63 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1 2022?

2      A.  No.

3      Q.  Did the redistricting maps affect the Sixth

4 District's ability to register voters for elections

5 in 2022?

6      A.  To the effect -- to the effect that we may

7 not have known which House district, which Senate

8 district the people who are registering would be in,

9 whether it would be a different district or not, that

10 would pose some hibitation [sic].

11      Q.  But beyond not knowing the district's

12 number, nothing about the maps kept the Sixth

13 District from registering voters in 2022?

14      A.  Correct.

15      Q.  And next on the list, there was a hosting

16 Get Out the Vote efforts to increase voter turnout.

17 Did the redistricting maps affect the Sixth

18 District's ability to hold or host Get Out the Vote

19 efforts?

20      A.  I'm not sure that question applies because

21 our Get Out the Vote efforts may have been on a

22 Wednesday night having a Get Out the Vote rally where

23 everybody in that area came to the rally -- or,

24 hopefully, they came to the rally.  So the Get Out

25 the Vote rally was not designated specifically for or
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1 targeted to any specific district.  It was just to

2 make sure that everybody who could got out to vote

3 wherever they were voting.

4      Q.  Now, I know you said that providing food,

5 water, encouragement, and assistance to votes waiting

6 in line at polling locations, that activity changed.

7 That was due to Senate Bill 202 and not to the

8 redistricting maps, right?

9      A.  Again, I think they're related.  I'm not

10 sure how you can separate them.  If your voting

11 district changed, they still couldn't bring you water

12 or a snack if you are waiting in line.

13      Q.  Did AME target civic engagement activities

14 to particular legislative districts in 2022?

15      A.  The districts where there was a change.

16      Q.  So just so I understand, Sixth District

17 targeted civic engagement activities to any district

18 where there was a change, not just the districts

19 challenged in this lawsuit, right?

20      A.  No.  What happened was we had members, for

21 example, who may have lived in a district.  With the

22 redistricting, that district was changed.  It

23 affected them in terms of not being able to vote for

24 the person, say, who was their current

25 representative; or, in fact, it changed their
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1 representation, say, from a minority district to

2 something else.  They would contact us.  And on the

3 basis of that, we made some determination as to

4 whether or not we would get involved.

5      Q.  Are you aware if -- well, let me ask it

6 this way.  After the census comes out, district maps

7 have to change -- well, are you aware that after the

8 census results come out, district maps have to

9 change?

10      A.  I'm not sure they have to change as much as

11 for political consideration.  They get changed.

12      Q.  Has the AME or the Sixth District engaged

13 in redistricting specific public education efforts in

14 2022?

15      A.  No.

16      Q.  Does the Sixth District have less money for

17 its food bank program as a result of the

18 redistricting plans being implemented?

19      A.  I would say less money for a host of

20 reasons, not just because of the redistricting plan.

21      Q.  Okay.  And that would include things like

22 Senate Bill 202, I'm assuming?

23      A.  No.  I'm saying that if -- I'm referring to

24 the fact, again, for example, because of COVID,

25 inflation, and some other factors, there's a lot more
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1 poor people than we had before.

2      Q.  Does the Sixth District have social justice

3 activities that are not related to voting?

4      A.  Yes.

5      Q.  What are some of those?

6      A.  Education and especially in light of the

7 policies coming through now, for example, Georgia has

8 this habit of passing legislation which is totally

9 irrelevant.  For example, the critical race theory is

10 not taught anywhere in the high schools and all, but

11 yet we passed a law.  So we fight back against some

12 of that kind of stuff.

13      Q.  Okay.  Has the Sixth District had less

14 resources at those nonvoting-related social justice

15 activities because of the redistricting plans?

16      A.  I'm not sure it's a matter of less because

17 in most anything like that, you never feel you have

18 enough.  For example, I would love to have more

19 resources to deal with issues such as education, such

20 as affordable housing, you know, such as

21 transportation and a whole bunch of things we would

22 take on, especially that blessed transportation.

23      Q.  But that, wishing you had more resources,

24 isn't the result of the redistricting plans; it's a

25 result of other factors.  Is that right?
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1      A.  Redistricting may be one of them, but it's

2 not the only one.

3      Q.  And you can't quantify how much

4 redistricting contributes versus any other cause?

5      A.  No.  No.

6      Q.  And I'm not asking here for a precise

7 number, but do you have an estimate of how much of

8 the Sixth District's work is focused on the

9 individuals who are affected by the redistricting

10 plans from 2021?

11      A.  Our effort would not be focused solely on

12 individuals.  It would be also related to impact, all

13 these changes, impact and affect the community, how

14 it impacts and affects that community's ability to be

15 heard in the state house.  Redistricting affects not

16 only people, but it affects a whole bunch of

17 different things.  It affects spending.  It affects

18 policy.  So redistricting has a broad reach.

19      Q.  When we talked earlier about the payment

20 for Operation Voter Turnout from various categories

21 of the Sixth District's budget, is that a decision

22 you make solely as the bishop, or are there others

23 involved in the decision for how to make those

24 budgetary operational distributions, I guess?

25      A.  If the budget has already been passed, then

Page 68

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 68 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1 ultimately, it becomes the bishop's decision, but the

2 bishop always gets the input from the finance

3 committee, the treasurer, the accountant.  So you

4 hear from all of those people and then the bishop has

5 to make a decision.  Prior to the budget being

6 passed, then there's a budget committee which really

7 puts all that together.

8      Q.  And just to confirm and make sure I

9 understand for when the budget committee puts the

10 budget together, the budget committee is not making

11 the call about a specific program that's going to

12 be -- money is going to be spent on.  That's up to

13 the bishop?

14      A.  The budget, the way the budget works,

15 beginning of each conference year, there's a budget

16 committee.  For example, for Georgia, there's a

17 budget committee composed that represent two people

18 from each of the annual conferences.  They put

19 together drafts of the budget.  That budget is then

20 presented to each of the annual conferences, and

21 that's where it's approved.

22          After it's been approved, say if we are in

23 the middle of the fiscal year or something, then it

24 becomes the bishop's responsibility.  You get the

25 input, you get the advice, and then the bishop makes

Page 69

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 69 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1 a decision.

2      Q.  So you get the input and advice, but the

3 decision to spend Sixth District's resources on

4 Operation Voter Turnout was your decision?

5      A.  My decision was we would not increase the

6 budget.  We would not ask the people for more money.

7 We would have to find funds in the current budget.

8      Q.  And then is there a further authorization

9 that happens after that where somebody finds the

10 funds and says, here is the resources, and you say,

11 spend that on Operation Voter Turnout?

12      A.  No.  What I do in that instance, for

13 example, I get with the members of the Social Action

14 Commission, the members of the Christian Education

15 Commission, and whatever other commissions, and say,

16 look, you all sit down and work this out how you want

17 to break it down, and that's what they do.

18      Q.  Okay.  That helps.  Thank you.

19      A.  Uh-huh.

20      Q.  Mr. Jackson, let's move to Topic No. 3

21 back on our list of topics, which is the

22 organization's mission and its exempt purpose.  I'm

23 sorry.  The organization's exempt purpose and

24 activities it undertakes in accordance With --

25      A.  What page is that?
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1      Q.  I'm sorry.  That's on page -- this is

2 Exhibit No. 1, the notice of deposition.

3      A.  Uh-huh.

4      Q.  I want to set that one off to the side.

5 We'll keep coming back to it.  The fourth page.

6      A.  Okay.

7      Q.  So Topic No. 3 is the organization's exempt

8 purpose and activities it undertakes in accordance

9 with its exempt purpose.  Do you see that topic?

10      A.  Yes.

11      Q.  And I'll go through our questions for

12 these.  You're the designee for Topic 3, right?

13      A.  Yes.

14      Q.  Did you review any documents specifically

15 to prepare for Topic No. 3?

16      A.  No, I didn't, other than just to be

17 reminded by the attorney for the District, you know,

18 that we're a 501(c)(3) nonpartisan tax exempt.  Other

19 than that...

20      Q.  Okay.  So did you speak with the attorney

21 for the Sixth District then to get that information?

22          MR. GARABADU:  And I'm just going to

23 instruct the witness not to reveal the substance of

24 the communications between the attorneys.

25          THE WITNESS:  Correct.  Yeah, the attorney
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1 just sends me a memo, which he does often, just to

2 remind me of stuff.

3 BY MR. TYSON:

4      Q.  So -- and, again, I'm not asking for a

5 precise legal conclusion here, but if you were going

6 to describe the exempt purpose of the Sixth District,

7 how would you describe it?

8      A.  Nonpartisan, nonprofit.

9      Q.  If you could grab the thickest document for

10 me, the complaint.  And back on Page 7, Paragraph 17

11 is a statement encouraging and supporting civic

12 participation among its members as a core aspect of

13 the AME church's work.  Do you see that?

14      A.  Yes.

15      Q.  Can you just describe generally for me what

16 the other core aspects or mission of the AME are

17 beyond encouraging and supporting civic participation

18 among the members?

19      A.  Yeah.  It deals with civic, social,

20 religious, and all of that which relates to

21 developing what we refer to as a whole person,

22 emotional.

23      Q.  And as part of that mission, the Sixth

24 District undertakes a variety of activities to help

25 and support its members; is that right?
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1      A.  Yes.

2      Q.  And can you just give me kind of a broad

3 sketch of the different activities that the Sixth

4 District undertakes beyond voting?

5      A.  Sure, for example, under Christian

6 education, we provide workshops and seminars that may

7 deal with how to be good stewards of money, how to

8 provide self-care.  We may deal with, in terms of

9 people's physical health, you know, how you are

10 eating and all that, so to really deal with the whole

11 person.

12          A lot of it has to do with teaching and

13 training, Christian education.  Under education, it

14 deals with trying to make sure that all of our

15 children get a quality education.  I'm a firm

16 advocate -- for example, as it relates to education,

17 when I was in New Jersey, I spent 12 years as the

18 chair of the Board of Education for the City of

19 Orange, and then I spent 11 years as the chair of the

20 Board of Essex County Community College.

21          And one of my major concerns, especially in

22 the urban schools, is that too many of our

23 children -- I mention it that May and June were tough

24 months for me because you'd have thousands of kids

25 walking across a stage getting a diploma, but not
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1 having an education.  And so, therefore, education,

2 make sure our kids get good education.  That meant

3 improving the public school system.  That also

4 included for me being an advocate for school choice.

5 So there are a number of things we do to try to

6 impact the quality of people's lives.

7      Q.  If you had to summarize the mission of the

8 Sixth District, how would you summarize the mission?

9      A.  We have four priorities which I set when I

10 came to the Sixth District.  One was church growth.

11 Two was Christian education.  Three was handling

12 money God's way, and the other was social justice.

13 Those were our four priorities and where we

14 concentrated our effort.

15      Q.  And is the Sixth District's advocacy around

16 redistricting and voting practices part of its social

17 justice priority?

18      A.  Yes.

19      Q.  Has the Sixth District's mission been

20 frustrated by the redistricting maps that were

21 adopted in Georgia?

22      A.  Yes.

23      Q.  How so?

24      A.  Well, again, with the increase of the

25 African-American population in Georgia, you're not
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1 seeing that reflected in these new districts, which

2 is a major area or major concern, in addition to

3 that, how that impacts issues which are a particular

4 interest to the African-American community.  So it's

5 just been a number of ways, and a redistricting

6 affects a whole lot of stuff.

7      Q.  Okay.  Mr. Jackson, let's move to the next

8 topic on our list here that's on the list of topics,

9 Topic No. 4, which is "the organization's

10 organizational structure including individuals who

11 have the authority to make funding and resource

12 allocation decisions for the organization from

13 January 1, 2021 through the present."

14          Do you see that?

15      A.  Yes, I do.

16      Q.  And you're the designee for Topic 4,

17 correct?

18      A.  Not the only designee.

19      Q.  Are there others that are going to testify

20 for the Sixth District about Topic 4?

21      A.  You mean in terms of testifying?

22      Q.  Yes, sir.

23      A.  Then it would be me.

24      Q.  Did you review any documents specifically

25 for Topic No. 4 of the deposition?
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1      A.  No, I didn't.

2      Q.  Did you speak to anybody who are currently

3 or formally associated with the Sixth District to

4 prepare for Topic No. 4?

5      A.  No, I didn't.

6      Q.  So can you just describe -- I know we've

7 already touched on a lot of these pieces as we've

8 gone on, but can you just generally describe for me

9 how the Sixth District is organized as an

10 organization?

11      A.  Sure.  The Sixth District is a part of what

12 we call the connection of African Methodist Episcopal

13 Church.  It is one of the 20 Episcopal districts by

14 which the denomination is divided.  Each Episcopal

15 district is presided over by a bishop where it gets

16 the name Episcopal, Episcopal referring to a

17 bishop-led church.

18          The bishop appoints what's called presiding

19 elders, which is basically middle management.  At

20 each annual conference, we have what we call

21 presiding elder districts.  For example, in Atlanta,

22 there are four, so I have four presiding elders.

23 Atlanta, north Georgia, Commerce has -- I guess has

24 about maybe 150 churches so each of them have maybe

25 30, 35 churches on their district.  The bishop makes
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1 the assignment of pastors to all 500 and some

2 churches.

3          In the state of Georgia, presiding elders

4 supervise the churches on their district, and then we

5 have what we call components.  That might be like the

6 Women's Missionary Society, the Lay organization, the

7 Sons of Allen, the Young People Division.  So there

8 are a number of components in each Episcopal

9 district.

10          And then we have what we call a planning

11 meeting where we meet every year in the end of May or

12 June where the plans for the district for the coming

13 year are gone over and approved.  And then you have a

14 midyear meeting, which is where we evaluate where we

15 are midway through the year.  And that's how we are

16 structured and operate.

17      Q.  And the Sixth District will undertake its

18 social justice mission regardless of whether new

19 redistricting maps were adopted or not, right?

20          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to form.

21          THE WITNESS:  The legacy of the AME Church

22 is really two things:  one, education; and, two,

23 social justice.  They have always been at the heart

24 of the church's mission.  So the social justice

25 ministry was not founded because of redistricting.
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1 The social justice ministry was founded because over

2 the life of the nation, there's been a need for

3 social justice.

4 BY MR. TYSON:

5      Q.  And I think we covered this piece already.

6 But in terms of who decides how resources are

7 allocated, I believe what we talked about was there's

8 kind of a budgetary process to develop a budget, and

9 then you as the bishop with info from others get to

10 decide how those funds are spent; is that right?

11      A.  Yes.

12      Q.  Okay.  So let's move to Topic No. 5.  We're

13 probably going to camp on this one for a little bit.

14 Are you good?  Do you want a break at this point?

15      A.  No, I'm fine.

16      Q.  Okay.  So Topic No. 5 is "The specific ways

17 in which the actions of the defendant that form the

18 basis of the complaint in this action cause the

19 organization to divert resources away from its

20 organizational activities to activities in which the

21 organization had not previously engaged and the

22 identification of the overall amount of the diverted

23 resources."

24          And then A underneath that says, "The

25 specific activities and projects the organization was
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1 unable to engage in due to the diversion of resources

2 to activities necessitated by such actions."

3          So you're the designee for the Sixth

4 District for Topic No. 5, right?

5      A.  Yes.

6      Q.  And did you review any documents or talk to

7 anyone to prepare for Topic No. 5 specifically?

8      A.  No.

9      Q.  So what I want to do here -- we've talked

10 about the financial changes as a result of the

11 redistricting plans.  What I want to talk next about

12 is the nonfinancial activities and changes that

13 happened under this topic.

14          So has the Sixth District diverted

15 nonfinancial resources as a result of the

16 redistricting plans that were adopted in 2021?

17      A.  Yes.

18      Q.  And what are some of those resources?

19      A.  We have arranged for churches throughout

20 Georgia to become engaged in what we call Adopt a

21 School Program where local churches adopt a school in

22 the neighborhood.  We'll work with the students.  And

23 I'm extremely proud of this project.

24          For example, we have a lot of young people,

25 low income, who have not experienced a lot of things
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1 that they now experience through this.  For example,

2 here in the Atlanta area, a number of young people

3 who had never been to a professional baseball or

4 football game, something to that effect, the churches

5 take them.  And, you know, it was a great joy to me

6 to see those kids' eyes light up to be at Mercedes

7 Benz stadium for a football game or to be at Truist

8 Park for a baseball game because it was new to them.

9          In addition to that, we also have across

10 the state where we try to provide food programs,

11 again, for the poor, low income.  And we've provided

12 food for hundreds of thousands of families across the

13 state of Georgia.  And then in addition to that,

14 there's also our program dealing with children and

15 youth, starting after-school programs.  So when kids

16 get out of school, they don't have to go to an empty

17 home because their parents are at work.

18          So there's a lot of programs that our

19 churches -- you know, there was one of our members

20 who wrote a story about two years ago and Newsweek

21 Magazine, which made my heart glad she talked -- but

22 every night before she goes to bed, she thanks God

23 for her son and her church.  She found herself in a

24 position she never thought she would be in being a

25 single mother.  And because the church had a Rites of
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1 Passage Program that helps young boys grow into

2 men -- and they also provided a karate class -- gave

3 the boy confidence and that kind of thing.  And she

4 said if it was not for the ministry of that church,

5 she's not sure how well her son would have done.  So

6 it's those kind of things that churches do that don't

7 get much, but make a major impact.

8      Q.  Those are all fantastic programs.  They

9 really are.

10          And what I want to try to understand is

11 specifically how the new redistricting maps affected

12 those kinds of programs for the churches.  Has there

13 been an effect?

14      A.  Again, I think so.  Redistricting affects a

15 whole bunch of things.  For example, some of these

16 programs, local churches got grants for.  Their

17 legislators helped them with those grants.  A new

18 legislator, you don't know if that legislator is

19 going to be supportive of these efforts or productive

20 of those efforts.  So redistricting has a major

21 impact.

22      Q.  And I definitely understand kind of from a

23 forward-looking perspective if you have a legislator

24 who is not supportive in getting grants.  I guess my

25 question is a little bit different.  I just want to
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1 understand, are the churches or the Sixth District

2 doing something different today based on the maps

3 that were adopted?

4      A.  Well, again, you know, we have our

5 Founder's Day coming up February, next month.  I will

6 find out from some of the folks if their new

7 legislator is supportive of the program they had in

8 place before.  And I won't have to ask them.  They'll

9 come to me.  They'll say, Bishop, let me tell you

10 something.  So I'll find out.

11      Q.  But as of right now, you don't -- you don't

12 know yet because you haven't talked to them?

13      A.  I don't know yet.

14      Q.  Okay.  Beyond legislators possibly not

15 being supportive of an existing effort from a church,

16 are there other things that the maps affect the Sixth

17 District's programs?

18      A.  You know, for example, constituent services

19 you know, when folks had representatives and senators

20 that they really knew because they were familiar in

21 their neighborhood, they called the office and had a

22 problem, they got a response.  So, again, we have to

23 see if, in fact, constituent services are still as

24 good as they used to be.

25      Q.  Are there specific activities that the
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1 Sixth District is not able to engage in because of

2 the way the maps were drawn?

3      A.  Well, see, again, it's hard for me to

4 answer that because even if I'm the bishop of the

5 District, there are 500 and something churches.  It's

6 not possible for me to know what's happening in all

7 those 500.  But whenever we have a district meeting,

8 if I have concerns and problems between my staff and

9 me, then they let us know.

10          And, you know, a lot of times -- for

11 example, I have gotten to know a lot of the

12 legislators and all and I would be able to come --

13 for example, I was terribly saddened when Speaker

14 Ralston passed because if there was a real problem I

15 had with a legislator, I would call the Speaker and

16 ask him to help.  And I really liked Ralston.  So,

17 again, I won't know until we have this meeting.

18      Q.  Okay.  Are there new activities that the

19 Sixth District has undertaken as a result of the

20 adoption of the redistricting maps?

21      A.  Not yet.

22      Q.  Do you have plans to engage in new

23 activities?

24      A.  If I knew -- we're in the process now of

25 going over all of this to see what we can do.  Some
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1 things I suspect we may need to stop doing; some

2 things we may need to do.  So we're evaluating all of

3 that now.

4      Q.  But no decisions have been made yet?

5      A.  No decisions have been made.

6      Q.  Okay.  We talked earlier about the

7 Community Empower Initiatives.  Do you recall that?

8      A.  Yes.

9      Q.  If you need to reference, I was referencing

10 the complaint in Paragraph 18, the big document, on

11 Page 8.

12      A.  Page 8?

13      Q.  Yes.

14      A.  No. 3?

15      Q.  Yes, sir.  No. 3, Page 8, Paragraph 18.

16      A.  Okay.

17      Q.  And we talked about that last sentence of

18 18 about the AME Church will be forced to divert

19 resources, and that's broader voter registration and

20 Community Empower Initiatives.  Do you see that?

21      A.  Yes.

22      Q.  And we talked about the different financial

23 changes that the Sixth District would have to make.

24 Are there changes or reductions in activities that

25 are not financial related to voter registration and
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1 community empowerment that the Sixth District will

2 undertake in response to the redistricting maps?

3      A.  Well, one, we've already been forced to

4 undertake and that means to stop.  For example, we

5 had started sending out, prior to SB 202, absentee

6 voter applications and found it very productive.

7 But, again, SB 202 has made that illegal, so we can

8 no longer do that.

9          We also had in place to assist people who

10 needed to get to a polling site.  In fact, we worked

11 very closely with the mobile vans, but now the mobile

12 vans are illegal.  Then we had a role in helping

13 people to use the ballot drop boxes, especially -- we

14 have a lot of our members who were -- don't get off

15 work until after 5:00.  And now the ballot drop box

16 is -- they're inside, no longer outside.  And when

17 that building closes usually around 5:00, the ballot

18 drop boxes are no longer accessible.  And so that

19 went that.  So it's affected us in a number of ways.

20      Q.  And I know you just listed off various

21 changes that happened in Senate Bill 202.

22      A.  Uh-huh.

23      Q.  Are you unable to identify the impact of

24 Senate Bill 202 versus the redistricting maps on the

25 Sixth District?

Page 85

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 85 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1      A.  Again, I don't think you can separate them.

2 For example, again, and I use the Augusta area as a

3 major example.  There was a senator in that

4 Augusta -- and I forget what district it was -- but

5 he was very much in opposition to almost everything

6 the citizens in that district wanted.  And, I mean,

7 not citizens, but the citizens in his own district.

8 But with the redistricting, they actually took part

9 of another district, which was predominantly

10 African-American where a number of our churches were,

11 and put them in his district.  So now we're shackled

12 by a heavy burden.

13      Q.  And the heavy burden that you're shackled

14 to there is a legislator --

15      A.  He's now their senator.

16      Q.  -- who doesn't represent the interest of

17 the black voters?

18      A.  Yes.

19      Q.  Okay.

20          MR. GARABADU:  Since we've been going for

21 an hour, would this be a good time to take a break?

22          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video record at

23 11:11 a.m.

24          (A recess was taken from 11:11 a.m.

25 to 11:21 a.m.)
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1          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Back on the video record

2 at 11:21 a.m.

3 BY MR. TYSON:

4      Q.  Bishop Jackson, we were talking about

5 different activities that the Sixth District had to

6 change as a result of the redistricting plans.  Do

7 you recall holding virtual town hall meetings related

8 to redistricting?

9      A.  Yes.

10      Q.  Okay.

11          (Defendant's Exhibit 6 was marked for

12 identification.)

13 BY MR. TYSON:

14      Q.  I'm going to hand you what we've marked as

15 Exhibit 6.  And the Bates number is cut off on the

16 bottom of that, but this is the latest round of

17 documents.  And can you tell me what Exhibit 6 is?

18      A.  Agenda from a virtual town hall held in

19 October of 2021.

20      Q.  Okay.  And this was held before the Special

21 Session in 2021; is that right?

22      A.  Uh-huh.

23      Q.  Is that a yes?

24      A.  Yes.  I'm sorry.

25      Q.  I wanted to ask you, on the top of the
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1 second page, there's a reference to redrawing of the

2 Sixth Congressional District to help take back the

3 House.  Do you see that?

4      A.  Uh-huh.  Uh-huh.

5      Q.  Do you know if a redistricting map had been

6 released -- or, actually, let me step back for a

7 second.

8          Do you recall -- did the Sixth District

9 participate in this call through you or others?

10      A.  Yes.

11      Q.  And what was the Sixth District's role --

12      A.  As a matter of fact, I think this was a

13 Faith Works town hall.

14      Q.  And so one of the discussions was the

15 redrawing of the Sixth Congressional District; is

16 that right?

17      A.  Uh-huh.

18      Q.  Is that a yes?

19      A.  Yes.

20      Q.  And do you recall if a map had been

21 released that redrew the Sixth Congressional District

22 when this call was held?

23      A.  I don't know if a map had been released or

24 not, but I do know there was discussion relative to

25 it.  And the reason I know is because I live in the
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1 Sixth District, and I know there was discussion about

2 redrawing the Sixth or the Seventh District.  And

3 from discussions which I had -- and this was with

4 people on both sides involved with the

5 redistricting -- the feeling was that they had to

6 reduce -- well, they wanted to reduce one of the

7 districts in Georgia that was currently held by a

8 democrat.  And my only concern was that I was in the

9 Sixth District, and word came to me they were going

10 to take 300,000 people out of another district and

11 put them in the Sixth District, and that very much

12 alarmed me.

13      Q.  And at the bottom there, it indicates that

14 you spoke on What Do We Do Next?  Do you see that?

15      A.  Yes.

16      Q.  And there's a reference to Operation Voter

17 Turnout, I see, and then Meeting the Requirements of

18 SB 202 as it Now Stands.  Do you see that?

19      A.  Yes.

20      Q.  Do you recall if there was a discussion

21 about advocacy or anything related to redistricting?

22      A.  Not state, but federal.

23      Q.  Okay.  So not for the state legislative

24 lines, but for the congressional districts?

25      A.  Correct.
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1      Q.  Has the Sixth District held other town hall

2 meetings like this?

3      A.  We held about four -- I take that back.  We

4 held about six of them in different parts of the

5 state.  And, again, the primary emphasis was we're

6 going to get out the vote and help make people aware.

7 And let me say this call here was primarily only

8 among ministers.  It was not, you know, the lay

9 people and all the faith leaders' call.

10      Q.  Got it.  Thank you.  Let me move to Topic

11 No. 6, which is "the activities or expenditures the

12 organization plans to undertake in the future related

13 to the laws, policies, and protocols challenged in

14 this action if it is unsuccessful in achieving relief

15 through this action."

16          Do you see that?

17      A.  Which one?

18      Q.  No. 6.

19      A.  On Document No. 1?

20      Q.  Yes, sir, in Exhibit A.

21      A.  Okay.

22      Q.  And I'll ask my same questions here:  You

23 are the designee for Topic 6 for the Sixth District,

24 right?

25      A.  Yes.
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1      Q.  And did you review any documents or speak

2 to anybody to prepare for this topic?

3      A.  No.

4      Q.  And I know we can't predict the future

5 necessarily.  But regardless of the outcome of this

6 case, the Sixth District is going to continue to

7 advocate for voting rights, right?

8      A.  That is correct.

9      Q.  And regardless of the outcome of this case,

10 the Sixth District will continue to educate voters

11 about their districts?

12      A.  The AME Church is committed to an ongoing

13 effort to always make sure that the African-American

14 community is aware and informed on the issues that

15 will impact us, in fact, impact the state because

16 it's not just a matter of African-Americans, but that

17 impacts the state for good or bad.

18      Q.  Okay.  Will -- if you know, will the Sixth

19 District change any of its voter education efforts if

20 it's unsuccessful in this case?

21      A.  I would say it depends.  You know,

22 something may change or the legislature, rather, may

23 make some changes which we view as a positive.  If

24 that's the case, we'll change our effort to work with

25 the legislature.  So it depends upon what the
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1 legislature does.

2      Q.  Okay.  And that makes sense.  Again, I know

3 we can't predict the future necessarily on this, so.

4      A.  Sure.

5      Q.  Let's move to Topic No. 7, which I think

6 will be a very quick one, "The total expenditures of

7 the organization on activities related to this action

8 since the organization began participating in this

9 litigation."

10          MR. GARABADU:  And, again, I'll instruct

11 the witness not to mention specific budget line items

12 pursuant to the First Amendment of privilege.

13          THE WITNESS:  I don't know, anyway.

14 BY MR. TYSON:

15      Q.  So, Bishop Jackson, you are the designee

16 for Topic No. 7, right?

17      A.  Yes.

18      Q.  And did you speak to anybody or review any

19 documents to prepare for this topic?

20      A.  No.

21      Q.  And you're aware that one of the types of

22 relief being sought in this case is an award of

23 attorney's fees to the plaintiffs, right?

24      A.  Yes.

25      Q.  Has the Sixth District spent any money on
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1 attorney's fees up to this point in this case?

2      A.  No.  Now, that, I do know.

3      Q.  Do you know if the Sixth District plans to

4 spend money on attorney's fees at all as part of this

5 case?

6      A.  I'm praying not.

7      Q.  Okay.  So let's move to Topic 8, then.

8 Topic 8 is "The nature of membership of the

9 organization, including how individuals become

10 members, any obligations of members, and any benefits

11 offered by the organization to its members."

12          Do you see that?

13      A.  Yes, I do.

14      Q.  And you are the designee for Topic 8,

15 correct?

16      A.  Yes.

17      Q.  And did you review any documents or talk to

18 anybody to prepare for Topic 8?

19      A.  No.

20      Q.  So if you could describe for me just the

21 nature of membership in the Sixth District.

22      A.  It would be the same as it is for the

23 connection of church.  Persons come and join the

24 church.  For example, if it's Turner Chapel here in

25 Marietta, somebody comes and joins the church.
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1 They're required to go through a 90-day period of

2 membership training, what it means to belong to the

3 church, that kind of thing.

4          Then after the 90 days, they're ready for

5 what we call full membership.  Full membership, they

6 are entitled to participate in anything that's

7 related to the church.  They're able then to be

8 either nominated or elected to serve as an officer in

9 the church, participate in any of the organizations

10 or components.

11          And we do expect them to attend, expect

12 them to contribute to the work of the church, and to

13 be involved in their community.  That's one of the

14 major emphasis of the Methodist church.  You're

15 involved in your community.  We believe the church at

16 its best is not the church gathered, but the church

17 scattered where after Sunday morning, you go in the

18 world and make a difference in the Lord's name.

19      Q.  So you reference individuals joining

20 churches.  When an individual becomes a member of an

21 AME Church in the Sixth District, do they also

22 become -- does that individual also become a member

23 of the Sixth District?

24      A.  Yes.

25      Q.  And then are churches in the Sixth District
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1 also members of the Sixth District?

2      A.  Yes.

3      Q.  And is there a way that a church -- if it

4 wants to become a member of the Sixth District, is

5 there a process it goes through for that?

6      A.  There is a process.

7      Q.  And I believe you said there were 524

8 member churches?

9      A.  Correct.

10      Q.  So if you could go with me to the big

11 document again, the complaint.

12      A.  (Witness complies.)

13      Q.  We're going to go to Page 7, Paragraph 16.

14      A.  Uh-huh.

15      Q.  So there's a reference there to more than

16 500 member churches that are part of the Sixth

17 District in Georgia.  And that's the churches that

18 are members, not the individuals, right?

19      A.  Correct.

20      Q.  And then there's a reference to tens of

21 thousands of members in Atlanta alone.  That's a

22 reference to the individuals who are members of

23 churches, and then by extension, become a member of

24 the Sixth District when they join the church?

25      A.  Correct.
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1      Q.  And it indicates that "The AME Church's

2 members include black Georgians who are registered to

3 vote and reside in newly-drawn districts whose

4 boundaries dilute black voting strength."

5          Do you see that?

6      A.  Correct.  Let me say, I don't know how this

7 got in here, but it's a mistake.

8      Q.  Oh, okay.

9      A.  Where it says with 36 congregations.

10 There's much more than 36 in Atlanta.

11      Q.  Okay.  Do you have an estimate of

12 roughly --

13      A.  Over a hundred.

14      Q.  Over a hundred.  Okay.  That's fine.

15          If you can find your declaration again, the

16 one that starts with Exhibit K.  I'm sorry to make

17 you jump back and forth between documents so much.

18      A.  Oh, I got it.

19      Q.  So if you could go to Page 5, Paragraph 10.

20      A.  (Witness complies.)  Uh-huh.

21      Q.  There's a reference to approximately

22 60 congregations located in and around the areas that

23 comprise Georgia Senate District 16 and 17 as well as

24 some house districts?  Do you see that?

25      A.  Uh-huh.
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1      Q.  And those are member churches that have

2 individual members who are part of those churches in

3 that area, right?

4      A.  Correct.

5      Q.  And do you know how the Sixth District went

6 about determining the number of congregations that

7 are in those particular districts?

8          MR. GARABADU:  Objection.  I'll just

9 instruct the witness not to answer as it relates to

10 either internal deliberations of the AME Church

11 pursuant to the First Amendment privilege or as it

12 relates to the conversations with counsel pursuant to

13 the attorney-client privilege.

14 BY MR. TYSON:

15      Q.  And, Bishop Jackson, just to clarify my

16 question, which is:  Do you know how that was

17 determined?

18      A.  Yes.

19      Q.  Okay.  And was that determined through --

20 again, not getting into what discussions were, but

21 was the process an internal process or in

22 consultation with counsel?

23      A.  Internal process.

24      Q.  And were Sixth District staff members

25 involved in that internal process?
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1      A.  Let me just say this, determination was

2 based on location.

3      Q.  In the second sentence there in

4 Paragraph 10, it says, "Many, if not all, of these

5 churches have congregates who identify as black and

6 who are registered -- residents and registered voters

7 in or around the senate districts."  Do you see that?

8      A.  Yes.

9      Q.  When you're using the term "identify as

10 black" in the declaration, what does that refer to?

11      A.  Simply to say they're African-American.

12      Q.  Okay.  Do you know if there was any

13 specific analysis done of the residents of the

14 individual church members as part of your statement

15 in this paragraph?

16      A.  Explain.  I'm not sure what you mean.

17      Q.  So you reference that there was a reference

18 to location in determining the congregations.

19      A.  Yes.

20      Q.  And my question just is you have -- you say

21 that the churches have congregates who are residents

22 in or around the senate districts and house

23 districts?

24      A.  Yes.

25      Q.  Do you know -- well, was that an assumption
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1 based on you attend church close by?

2      A.  No.  Each church has a role of its

3 congregation.

4      Q.  Okay.  And so the Sixth District was able

5 to access those roles to determine the residents of

6 the members --

7      A.  We asked the pastors if they could provide

8 that information with -- if they or some committee,

9 whatever in the local church, could provide it, which

10 they did.

11      Q.  Got you.  And then just to confirm, the

12 same process you just described happened for

13 Paragraph 11, about Georgia Senate District 23; is

14 that right?

15      A.  Yes.

16      Q.  And did the same process you just described

17 in Paragraph 10 also happen for Paragraph 12 around

18 those house districts?

19      A.  Yes.

20      Q.  And then in Paragraph 13, you say, "Members

21 of AME Church include black registered voters who I

22 understand reside in the new state senate and new

23 house districts discussed above."

24          Do you see that?

25      A.  Yes.
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1      Q.  And that understanding is based on the

2 process you described for Paragraph 10; is that

3 right?

4      A.  Yes.

5      Q.  We can set that aside for the moment.  I'm

6 going to have to come back to it in a little bit, but

7 we're finished with that document for now.

8          I know you mentioned this earlier, but

9 could you just briefly describe the obligations of

10 individual members of the Sixth District?

11      A.  Yes.  One, to attend new members class;

12 two, to be involved in their local church; three, to

13 contribute to the support of the work of the

14 church -- and by the work of the church, that means

15 the local church and the Sixth District as well --

16 and to be active in the communities where they live.

17      Q.  And this may be a topic more appropriate

18 for a membership organization that's not a church,

19 but could you describe the benefits that a member of

20 the Sixth District would receive as an individual?

21      A.  Sure.  One, they get a pastor, a shepherd.

22 Two, they become a part of a church family, a

23 congregation.  I guess this is No. 4, they also get a

24 means by which issues that impact their lives can be

25 met and addressed.  For example, if they needed
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1 counseling or something, they get -- you know,

2 churches provide counseling.  And then depending upon

3 the church, you know, there may by Rites of Passage

4 Programs that help them with the raising of their

5 children.  Some churches provide self-defense

6 classes.  Others have classes regarding how to handle

7 money, how to get out of debt.  Others have, you

8 know, book clubs.  You know, so there are a host of

9 things that the churches provide.

10      Q.  And you mentioned earlier that the churches

11 maintain membership roles.  Are those roles reported

12 to the Sixth District, or are they maintained by each

13 church?

14      A.  They're maintained by each church.

15      Q.  And so if you wanted to determine the

16 address of an individual in the church, the Sixth

17 District could get that information from the church,

18 but doesn't have it directly, right?

19      A.  Yes, doesn't have it directly.

20      Q.  Let me move next to Topic No. 9, "Whether

21 and how the organization determined if any of its

22 individual members are impacted by the laws,

23 policies, and protocols challenged in this action."

24          Do you see that?

25      A.  Yes, I do.

Page 101

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 101 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1      Q.  And you're the designee for Topic No. 9,

2 correct?

3      A.  Yes.

4      Q.  And did you review any documents or speak

5 with anybody to prepare for Topic No. 9?

6      A.  No.

7      Q.  And I think we pretty much already covered

8 this, but aside from the process you described in

9 response to my questions about Paragraph 10 of your

10 declaration, did the Sixth District undertake any

11 other process to determine the impact of the

12 redistricting maps on individual members?

13      A.  No.

14      Q.  That may be the shortest topic we have so

15 far.

16      A.  Well, we can find some others.  I'll help

17 you.

18      Q.  Let's go to Topic No. 10, "The methods used

19 by the organization to determine which districts it

20 would challenge in this action."

21          And you're the designee of Topic No. 10,

22 correct?

23      A.  Yes.

24      Q.  And did you review any documents or speak

25 to anybody about Topic No. 10?
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1      A.  No.

2      Q.  Now, I understand that there will be an

3 attorney-client element to how the case came

4 together, so I want to be very specific.  I'm not

5 asking you for any conversations with your attorney

6 on these questions.  But you're aware that the

7 complaint challenges particular districts on the

8 state legislative maps, right?

9      A.  Yes.

10      Q.  Did the Sixth District go through any

11 process that did not involve its attorneys in

12 determining how to -- which districts would be

13 challenged in this case?

14          MR. GARABADU:  I'm going to object to that

15 and just instruct the witness to not necessarily go

16 into conversations that the Sixth District had

17 internally, again, pursuant to the First Amendment

18 privilege.  But besides that, you know, he can answer

19 as he see fits.

20          THE WITNESS:  The only thing I would say is

21 we had different members in some of these districts

22 who contacted the office concerned about, you know,

23 how the maps would affect them.

24 BY MR. TYSON:

25      Q.  So let me -- let's take the complaint, if
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1 we could, the big document.

2      A.  Uh-huh.

3      Q.  And if you can go to Page 26.

4      A.  (Witness complies.)

5      Q.  In Paragraph 62, and that paragraph states,

6 "Georgia's black population is sufficiently numerous

7 and geographically compact to comprise the majority

8 of the voting age population in at least three senate

9 districts that the State failed to draw."

10          Do you see that?

11      A.  Yes.

12      Q.  And, again, not getting into conversations

13 with counsel, but are there other senate districts

14 that the Sixth District contends should have been

15 drawn as majority black districts that were not drawn

16 beyond the three that are referenced in the

17 complaint?

18          MR. GARABADU:  Objection, calls for a legal

19 conclusion.

20 BY MR. TYSON:

21      Q.  You can answer, if you know.

22      A.  Whatever he said, I'm with that.

23      Q.  Okay.  So let me rephrase my question.  I'm

24 not asking you for a legal conclusion.  Are there

25 other districts that the Sixth District is aware of
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1 that -- where black voters could be the majority of

2 the voting age population that the Sixth District

3 contends the State failed to draw besides the three

4 that are referenced?

5      A.  I would not say --

6          MR. GARABADU:  I'll renew my objection.

7          MR. TYSON:  Sure.

8          THE WITNESS:  I'm going to say I'm

9 thoroughly familiar with all of the districts, but I

10 would suspect that there are.

11 BY MR. TYSON:

12      Q.  Okay.  Does the Sixth District support the

13 drawing of districts that contain a majority black

14 voting age population wherever those districts can be

15 drawn?

16      A.  I would have to see what's around those

17 districts before I could answer that.

18      Q.  Okay.  That's very reasonable.  Let me ask

19 you one more question along this line.  Back to your

20 declaration, on Page 7, Paragraph 13.

21      A.  Uh-huh.

22      Q.  I've already asked you about the first part

23 of that paragraph.  I wanted to ask you about the

24 last part there when you get to it.  It's this one,

25 Mr. Jackson.
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1      A.  Oh, Exhibit K.  Okay.  All righty.

2      Q.  So if you can turn to Page 7, Paragraph 13.

3      A.  Yes.

4      Q.  You stated at the end that "The members we

5 were referencing would reside in the illustrative

6 additional majority blacks state senate and state

7 house districts presented by plaintiffs in this case

8 that could have and should have been drawn in the

9 above discussed areas."

10          Do you see that?

11      A.  Yes.

12      Q.  And so for the statement that they should

13 have been drawn, what is the basis for that

14 statement?

15      A.  The fact that the population in these areas

16 would be sufficient to have a majority black state

17 and house district and there's no sufficient reason

18 why there weren't except for political

19 considerations.

20      Q.  Thank you.  So let's move to Topic No. 11.

21 "The organization's communications with the Georgia

22 General Assembly regarding the laws, policies, and

23 protocols it challenges in this action from

24 January 1, 2021, to the present."

25          And you are the designee for the Sixth
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1 District for Topic 11, right?

2      A.  Yes.

3      Q.  And did you review any documents or talk to

4 anybody to prepare for Topic No. 11?

5      A.  No.

6      Q.  So earlier, I know we discussed that there

7 was a press conference you held, I believe, during

8 the Special Session related to redistricting; is that

9 correct?

10      A.  Correct.

11      Q.  And you also referenced reaching out to

12 members of the General Assembly.  Was that during the

13 Special Session or before?

14      A.  During the special session.

15      Q.  Okay.  Did the Sixth District publicly

16 testify or anybody from, as a representative of the

17 Sixth District, testify to any of the legislative

18 hearings about redistricting plans?

19      A.  There were some, but I don't remember who

20 they were.  I know it was not myself, but there was

21 some who did.

22      Q.  And they were testifying on behalf of the

23 Sixth District or they --

24      A.  No, testifying on behalf of themselves as

25 residents, but they happened to be members of the AME
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1 Church.

2      Q.  And that's what I was trying to discern

3 that it's a member of an AME Church certainly, but

4 the Sixth District itself didn't send an

5 representative?

6      A.  No.

7      Q.  At the press conference that you held

8 during the session, what was the Sixth District

9 urging the legislature to do about redistricting

10 plans?

11      A.  To make sure that the maps represented what

12 Georgia looks like in terms of its citizens and where

13 they live and who they would have a chance -- the

14 opportunity to vote for to be a senator or

15 representative.

16      Q.  Besides the contact with individual

17 legislators in the press conference, were there any

18 other communications on behalf of the Sixth District

19 to the Georgia General Assembly in 2021 about

20 redistricting plans?

21      A.  I don't think so.

22      Q.  Okay.  And when you referenced reaching out

23 to individual legislators, were you doing that

24 communication or was it somebody else?

25      A.  There were a number of people.
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1      Q.  Were they all acting on behalf of the Sixth

2 District in their communications?

3      A.  Some were acting on their own who happened

4 to be members of the AME Church.

5      Q.  And so my question is just specifically

6 about someone contacting a legislator on behalf of

7 the Sixth District.

8      A.  No.  That would be me.

9      Q.  Okay.  And do you recall which legislators

10 you contacted during the Special Session?

11      A.  Well, I remember I spoke with Lieutenant

12 Governor Geoff and with Speaker Ralston.

13      Q.  Any other legislators you can think of?

14      A.  Not that I can think of.

15      Q.  And do you recall what you advised the

16 lieutenant governor and the speaker to do about

17 redistricting plans?

18          MR. GARABADU:  Objection.  I'm going to ask

19 the witness not to respond to that to the extent that

20 it violates the First Amendment associational

21 privilege, especially since Bishop Jackson is

22 lobbying on behalf of the Sixth District.

23          MR. TYSON:  Okay.

24 BY MR. TYSON:

25      Q.  Mr. Jackson, is there any part of those
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1 conversations that you are comfortable in answering

2 over your -- in light of your counsel's objection, or

3 is it all privileged in your mind?

4      A.  Just telling them we were opposed to what

5 they were trying to do.

6      Q.  Okay.  Do you recall when those

7 conversations happened with lieutenant governor and

8 speaker?

9      A.  No, I don't remember the exact day.

10      Q.  But it was during the Special Session?

11      A.  Yes.

12          MR. TYSON:  And, Mr. Garabadu, you may want

13 to interpose an objection here.

14 BY MR. TYSON:

15      Q.  But do you recall if you discussed the

16 legislative maps or the congressional maps in those

17 communications?

18          MR. GARABADU:  I'm going to renew my

19 objection and just instruct the witness to not answer

20 to the extent that it reveals First Amendment

21 associational privilege concerns.

22          THE WITNESS:  Just legislative.

23 BY MR. TYSON:

24      Q.  Okay.  Have you contacted, or anyone on

25 behalf of the Sixth District contacted members of the
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1 General Assembly about redistricting from -- in 2022

2 as opposed to in 2021?

3      A.  No.

4      Q.  Did the Sixth District support any of the

5 maps that were introduced in the Special Session?

6      A.  No.

7      Q.  So let's move to Topic No. 12,

8 "Communications between the organization and any of

9 the coplaintiffs, its individual member plaintiffs,

10 its other members, and other advocates and advocacy

11 organizations concerning this litigation or the

12 redistricting plans challenged in the action."

13          Do you see that topic?

14      A.  Yes, I do.

15      Q.  And you're the designee for the Sixth

16 District for Topic 12, correct?

17      A.  Yes.

18      Q.  Okay.  And did you review any documents or

19 speak to anyone to prepare for this topic?

20      A.  No.

21      Q.  Was any other organization part of the

22 press conference that you held during the Special

23 Session about the redistricting plans?

24      A.  Yes, other faith leaders from across the

25 state.
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1      Q.  So was there any participation by Alpha Phi

2 Alpha fraternity?

3      A.  No.

4      Q.  Any participation by the Georgia State

5 Conference of the NAACP?

6      A.  No.

7      Q.  Any participation by Georgia Coalition for

8 the People's Agenda?

9      A.  No.

10      Q.  Any participation by the GALEO Latino

11 Community Development Fund?

12      A.  No.

13      Q.  Participation by Common Cause?

14      A.  No.

15      Q.  Or by the Legal Women Voters?

16      A.  No.

17      Q.  Do you recall who the other faith leaders

18 were that participated in the press conference?

19      A.  Some of them.  You mean you want some

20 names?

21      Q.  If you can, ones you remember.

22      A.  Reverend Timothy McDonald.  He's the pastor

23 for Iconium Baptist Church in Atlanta.  Reverend

24 Gerald Durley who is the intern pastor at Providence

25 Baptist Church in Atlanta.  Who else participated?
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1 Reverend Lee May, pastor of Transforming Faith Church

2 in Decatur.  And I'm not sure who else participated.

3      Q.  Okay.  So, Bishop Jackson, you're aware

4 that there are some individual plaintiffs who are a

5 part of this case as well?

6      A.  Yes.

7      Q.  Do you know Eric T. Woods?

8      A.  I can't say yes or no because when you've

9 got over 500 churches, I don't know all of them by

10 name.

11      Q.  Got it.  But do you know if Mr. Woods is a

12 member of the Sixth District?

13      A.  Yes.

14      Q.  He is?

15      A.  Yes.

16      Q.  Do you know if Katie Bailey Glenn is a

17 member of the Sixth District?

18      A.  Yes.

19      Q.  Yes, you know --

20      A.  No, I don't know.  Her, I don't know.

21      Q.  Okay.  Do you know if Mr. Brown, Phil

22 Brown, is a member of the Sixth District?

23      A.  That, I don't know.

24      Q.  Do you know if Janice Stewart is a member

25 of the Sixth District?

Page 113

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 113 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1      A.  She definitely is.

2      Q.  Does Ms. Stewart have a formal role with

3 the Sixth District?

4      A.  No, she's a member.  She's very outspoken.

5      Q.  But it's correct that Mr. Woods, Ms. Glenn,

6 Mr. Brown, and Ms. Stewart did not participate in the

7 press conference during the Special Session?

8      A.  No, they did not.

9      Q.  All right.  Well, let me move to Topic

10 No. 13, which is "the specific relief the

11 organization seeks that will cause it to cease

12 diverting resources to address the laws, policies, or

13 protocols challenged in this action."

14          So you see that topic, right?

15      A.  Yes.

16      Q.  And you are the designee for Topic 13,

17 correct?

18      A.  Yes.

19      Q.  And did you review any documents or speak

20 with anyone to prepare for Topic 13?

21      A.  No.

22      Q.  And so I understand you're not a lawyer,

23 and I don't want to ask you for a specific legal

24 conclusion here.  But if you had to describe what

25 relief the Sixth District would get that would enable
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1 it to stop diverting resources, what would that be?

2      A.  Generally speaking, to have districts along

3 that reflect the population of Georgia and the

4 increase of African-Americans in the state where the

5 number of African-American or predominantly

6 African-American districts would increase.

7      Q.  And if the number of predominantly

8 African-American districts increase on the

9 legislative maps, would you have be able to stop

10 having to educate voters about changes in districts?

11          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to form.

12          THE WITNESS:  Our commitment to social

13 justice doesn't limit us to the issue of districts,

14 but whatever issues that arise that we feel impact

15 our congregations and our communities.

16 BY MR. TYSON:

17      Q.  And what I'm asking probably in not a very

18 helpful way is, there are specific allegations in the

19 complaint that we've talked about that you're

20 having -- the AME Church is having to divert

21 resources from its voter registration and Community

22 Empower Initiatives.

23          And so my question is:  If the number of

24 predominantly African-American districts increase,

25 would the Sixth District be able to stop diverting
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1 resources from those programs to the affected

2 district?

3          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to form.

4          THE WITNESS:  I've discovered that not only

5 in Georgia, but in New Jersey and all these states,

6 it's always something coming up.  So it may not be

7 districts, but it will be something else.

8 BY MR. TYSON:

9      Q.  Okay.

10      A.  But I'm looking forward to the day when

11 it's not.

12      Q.  Okay.  Bishop Jackson, let me move next --

13 and I think maybe the easiest way to do this is just

14 to do Topic 14 and 15 together.  I'm not going to

15 have a lot of questions about those.

16          But Topic 14 is the documents produced in

17 this litigation by plaintiffs and the information

18 contained in the documents.  And then Topic 15 is the

19 process by which the organization searched for and

20 identified documents responsive to discovery requests

21 served in this case.  Do you see those?

22      A.  Yes.

23      Q.  And you're the designee for Topics 14 and

24 15, right?

25      A.  Yes.
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1      Q.  And did you speak to anybody or review any

2 documents to get ready for those topics?

3      A.  No.

4      Q.  And if you could just very generally --

5 obviously, I don't want to get into any discussions

6 between you and your counsel, but just very generally

7 describe what process the Sixth District went through

8 to locate documents that are responsive to our

9 requests.

10      A.  Searched my laptop MacBook, home, and

11 office, and in the office to see which documents

12 pertain to this.

13      Q.  Does the Sixth District maintain any sort

14 of central e-mail server or file server?

15      A.  I'm technologically illiterate.  If we do,

16 I don't know about it.

17      Q.  Okay.

18      A.  I ask my son to do stuff I don't

19 understand.

20      Q.  Certainly.  And any documents that you

21 found that were responsive, you provided to your

22 counsel; is that right?

23      A.  Yes.

24      Q.  Does the Sixth District have staff member

25 e-mail boxes that were searched?
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1      A.  Yes.

2      Q.  So I guess both the staff members and their

3 boxes were search?

4      A.  Yes.

5      Q.  Does the Sixth District have any other

6 locations of files that were not searched as part of

7 this process?

8      A.  No.

9      Q.  I did have a question about one document I

10 want to mark and ask you about.

11          (Defendant's Exhibit 7 was marked for

12 identification.)

13 BY MR. TYSON:

14      Q.  I'll mark this as Exhibit 7.

15      A.  Uh-huh.

16      Q.  And this is a document that was provided to

17 us in discovery.  Looks like a Facebook post titled,

18 Mid-Year Convocation Itinerary.

19      A.  Uh-huh.

20      Q.  Does this document relate to the claims in

21 this case at all regarding the districting maps?

22      A.  Does what now?

23      Q.  Does this document relate to the

24 redistricting maps?

25      A.  No.
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1      Q.  Okay.  Well, Bishop Jackson, I think I

2 might be near the end.  I would like to kind of go

3 through my notes and consult with co-counsel here.  I

4 might be near the end of my questions.  So if it's

5 all right with you, can we take maybe a ten-minute

6 break or so?

7      A.  Sure.

8          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video record at

9 12:07 p.m.

10          (A recess was taken from 12:07 p.m.

11 to 12:21 p.m.)

12          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Back on the video record

13 at 12:21 p.m.

14 BY MR. TYSON:

15      Q.  All right, Bishop Jackson, I'm nearly

16 finished.  I have a few more questions to ask you

17 about.

18      A.  Uh-huh.

19      Q.  Back earlier, when we were discussing in

20 Topic 1 and 2, just the diversion of different -- I'm

21 sorry, in Topic 5, the different activities of the

22 organization based on the redistricting plans, does

23 the Sixth District have any staff members who are

24 solely devoted to advocacy around the redistricting?

25      A.  No.
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1      Q.  Do you have any volunteers who are solely

2 devoted to redistricting advocacy?

3      A.  No.

4      Q.  Have you had a situation in the Sixth

5 District where the Sixth District wasn't able to

6 complete a project it wanted to do because of its

7 work around redistricting?

8      A.  No.

9      Q.  Earlier when we were talking about the

10 Georgia General Assembly, you mentioned a state

11 senator from the Augusta area who didn't represent

12 black interests.  Do you recall that?

13      A.  Yes, I do.

14      Q.  And was that Senator Max Burns?

15      A.  I believe so.

16      Q.  And are the interests that you referenced

17 that were unrepresented the same ones you discussed

18 earlier about health care and those topics, or were

19 they unique situations for Senator Burns?

20      A.  They were unique situations for Senator

21 Burns and -- because I got this from folk in that

22 district, but there were also instances where he was

23 outspoken on some issues that were disturbing.

24      Q.  And do you recall what the disturbing

25 issues were?
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1      A.  I would have to go back and check.

2      Q.  Okay.

3      A.  But they were covered in the papers, if I'm

4 correct.

5      Q.  But sitting here today, you can't recall

6 what those issues were?

7      A.  No.

8      Q.  You also mentioned when we were talking

9 about the relief that the organization was seeking in

10 Topic 13 that the number of predominantly

11 African-American districts should increase.  Do you

12 recall that?

13      A.  Yes.

14      Q.  Do you have -- and, again, I'm not asking

15 for a legal conclusion on this.  But if, for example,

16 33 percent of the districts in a legislation were

17 majority black, would that be a sufficient number in

18 your mind?

19          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to the form to the

20 extent it calls for a legal conclusion.

21          THE WITNESS:  I'm not sure.  I don't

22 understand your question.

23 BY MR. TYSON:

24      Q.  Okay.  You reference that you wanted the

25 number of predominantly African-American districts to
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1 increase.

2      A.  Uh-huh.

3      Q.  And so my question is basically, how much

4 of an increase is enough of an increase in your mind

5 to allow the organization to stop diverting resources

6 to respond to redistricting plans?

7          MR. GARABADU:  Objection to the form to the

8 extent that it calls for a legal conclusion.

9          THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I'm not sure there's a

10 specific number mark.  And so I just say our concern

11 is that with the increase and number of blacks -- and

12 I should say blacks and people of color in the state,

13 the new maps do not reflect that increase.

14          MR. TYSON:  Bishop Jackson, I appreciate

15 your time today.  That's the questions I have.

16 Mr. Garabadu may have some as well, but I appreciate

17 you working with us today.

18          THE WITNESS:  All right.

19                      EXAMINATION

20 BY MR. GARABADU:

21      Q.  Bishop Jackson, I promise I won't keep you

22 long, but I did have a couple of quick questions for

23 you.

24          Now, you'll remember earlier today,

25 Mr. Tyson asked you some questions about how you

Page 122

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ   Document 216   Filed 03/17/23   Page 122 of 241



30(b)(6) Reginald Jackson January 9, 2023
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger,

1 prepared for this deposition.  Do you remember those

2 questions?

3      A.  Yes, I do.

4      Q.  So, Bishop Jackson, do you -- and without

5 talking about, you know, what the substance of those

6 preparations look like, do you remember having

7 preparation sessions with your attorneys about this

8 deposition?

9      A.  Yes.

10      Q.  And during those prep sessions, did you

11 look at any documents either on screen, on Zoom, or

12 in paper to refresh your recollection?

13      A.  Yes.

14      Q.  I want to talk to you a little bit about

15 the questions Mr. Tyson asked you about relating to

16 voting-related activities that the church does.  Do

17 you remember Mr. Tyson asking you questions about

18 that?

19      A.  Yes.

20      Q.  Who in the Sixth District carries out those

21 kinds of voting-related activities?  Are they staff

22 members?  Are they volunteers?  Are they -- who is it

23 exactly who does that?

24      A.  There's a gentleman named James Garmon.

25      Q.  Okay.  And is Mr. Garmon a volunteer or a
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1 paid staff member?

2      A.  He's a paid -- well, we give him a stipend.

3 I wouldn't say paid.  We give him a stipend.

4      Q.  Okay.  And in terms of other activities

5 that the church does related to voting-related

6 activities, so, you know, voter registration drives,

7 Operation Voter Turnout, Souls to the Polls, who

8 carries out those activities?

9      A.  Mr. Garmon.  In fact, when I was in --

10 living in New Jersey, pastoring in New Jersey,

11 Mr. Garmon was on the staff at -- I'm trying to

12 think.  I've forgotten the name of the college in the

13 southern part of the state, so we've known each other

14 for a number of years.  And he moved to Georgia.

15          And when the voting stuff came up, he

16 volunteered to assist.  He's basically volunteered --

17 and I would say in the middle of last year, we just

18 started giving him a stipend.  I just felt a little

19 guilty, and they give him a little stipend.

20      Q.  And I understand that Mr. Garmon might kind

21 of lead these efforts, but is Mr. Garmon the only

22 person in the whole state --

23      A.  No.

24      Q.  -- who does voter registration drives?

25      A.  No.  We have people all over the state at
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1 each of the conferences.  What he primarily does, if

2 there's an episcopal district effort, just to make

3 sure we -- for example, Operation Voter Turnout to

4 make sure every conference was doing the same thing,

5 had the same focus.  That's when he would assist.

6      Q.  Okay.  And those other people that you

7 mentioned kind of across the state, who are those

8 folks who participate in these activities?

9      A.  For example, in each conference, it would

10 be like the chair of the Social Action Commission.

11 Then in local churches, every local church is

12 supposed to have a Social Action Committee.  So you

13 would have people from their local churches.  And

14 then in some of the organizations or components of

15 the Sixth District, we would have volunteers who also

16 like to missionary, the Lay Organization, who

17 volunteer and would assist.

18      Q.  And are members or chairs of those Social

19 Action Committees, are they paid by the church?

20      A.  No.

21          MR. SAVITSKY:  Excuse me.  I'm so sorry to

22 interrupt.  The audio is not on for those who are

23 appearing virtually.  Sorry to whomever I

24 interrupted.  I can't hear.

25          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Okay.  You can hear us
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1 now?

2          MR. SAVITSKY:  Yes, I can.  Thank you very

3 much.  And, again, apologies for the interruption.

4 BY MR. GARABADU:

5      Q.  So, bishop Jackson, you talked about the

6 Social Action Committee members.  Are those Social

7 Action Committee members paid in any way?

8      A.  No.

9      Q.  Are they volunteers, then?

10      A.  Volunteered.

11      Q.  And are chairs of the Social Action

12 Committee paid, or are they volunteers?

13      A.  They're volunteers.

14      Q.  And are the other members of the AME Church

15 who participate in these voting-related activities,

16 are they also participating on a volunteer basis?

17      A.  Yeah.  Most everybody that does anything,

18 you know, volunteers, for example, if it's the chair

19 of Christian education, if it's the chair of music,

20 and all of those are basically voluntary positions.

21      Q.  Okay.  So is it fair to say, then, Bishop

22 Jackson, that folks who are volunteering to help out

23 with these voting-relating initiatives, that their

24 participation in those activities isn't their day

25 job?
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1      A.  No, definitely not.  They would be in the

2 poor house.

3      Q.  So they have other jobs on the side --

4      A.  Correct.

5      Q.  -- but they help with these

6 election-related activities; is that right?

7      A.  Correct.  Many of them all have other jobs,

8 or some of them are retired.

9      Q.  Okay.  So is it fair to say, Bishop

10 Jackson, that in terms of the human resources that

11 the AME Church has to pursue these voting-related

12 activities, would you say that's a finite source,

13 then?

14      A.  Yes.

15      Q.  Okay.  I want to talk to you a little bit

16 about these voting-related activities after the state

17 legislative maps were passed in December 2021.

18          Do you remember Mr. Tyson asking you some

19 questions about how those activities might have

20 changed after the maps were passed?

21      A.  Yes.

22      Q.  Okay, I wanted to get a little clearer

23 about that because I think there was a little bit of

24 confusion that happened there.

25          So did the voting-related activities at the
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1 AME Church change in any way after the maps were

2 passed 2021?

3      A.  No.  In fact, what has really made all of

4 us need a sabbatical is the fact that over the last

5 several years -- there's always been something in

6 Georgia.  As a matter of fact, I could also say the

7 nation.  Between 2018 and then '20, and then -- it's

8 just been one thing after another.  It was either the

9 challenge as it relates to voting rights.  Then it

10 became SB 202.  Then it became the districting.  It's

11 just been one ongoing thing.

12      Q.  Bishop Jackson, I understand that kind of

13 these voting-related activities might have existed

14 before 2021, but did the focus or did the specific

15 activities that the church pursued change in some way

16 after 2021?

17      A.  Let me tell you this.  Part of my other

18 frustration was that before I came to Georgia, I was

19 very distraught when I found out that the AME Church

20 in Georgia really was not engaged or involved on

21 issues of social justice.  And that was very

22 troubling to me.  I'm pleased because now the church

23 is so excited to be involved in those kind of issues

24 because that's been the legacy of the church, as

25 specifically for Georgia and more specifically
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1 Atlanta with its history between Dr. King, Andy

2 Young, all of that crowd, you know, almost everybody

3 had become rather -- it was like everything was

4 accomplished, and so there were very little

5 engagement.  So I'm excited now that the church is

6 back engaged where it ought to be.

7      Q.  I want to talk to you about one of the ways

8 that the church has gotten more gauged.  You

9 mentioned while Mr. Tyson was asking you some

10 questions about activities that the church was

11 pursuing in the Augusta area around redistricting.

12      A.  Uh-huh.

13      Q.  Can you describe that a little bit more?

14      A.  Yeah.  A lot of it dealt with the fact that

15 the district had been changed, and I was pleased.  In

16 fact, I preach at Bethel in Augusta twice every year,

17 and I was pleased because of when I preached there in

18 February, a lot of the members came to me concerned

19 about the district and which made me feel divergent

20 because it meant that they were aware, and they were

21 staying on top of what was going on.

22          And so they organized meetings with the

23 political leadership in Augusta, Republican and

24 Democratic.  They even had a couple of marches in

25 Augusta relative to the maps.  They spoke out in
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1 terms that they wanted to be able to select who their

2 senator would be as opposed to having the legislature

3 really say, this is who you've got to choose between.

4 So I was very pleased.  We had a press conference in

5 Augusta dealing with the redistricting, so they were

6 very much engaged.

7      Q.  Okay.  And you mentioned that you learned

8 about this in February of -- was that February 2022?

9      A.  No.  I learned of it the first time I

10 preached in Augusta and that -- I'm not sure it was

11 February, but it was in -- it was when the whole

12 redistricting debate was going on.

13      Q.  Okay.  And you mentioned a couple of times

14 of activities that congregations around Augusta were

15 doing.  I think you said marches.  You said some

16 advocacy-related things --

17      A.  Uh-huh.

18      Q.  -- and meeting with their local leaders.

19 Did I get that right?

20      A.  Yeah.  As a matter of fact, the ministers

21 in the area had a citywide meeting to discuss it.  I

22 wasn't there, but I know they had it.  So they were

23 very much engaged.

24      Q.  Okay.  And you said that this was going on

25 while redistricting was happening.  Do you mean this
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1 was happening while the Special Session was taking

2 place?

3      A.  Correct.  Correct.

4      Q.  And do you know if that -- those, you know,

5 advocacy-related efforts and those education-related

6 efforts continued after the Special Session was over?

7      A.  For a short while, they did.

8      Q.  And is it safe to say, Bishop Jackson, that

9 those were not activities that the church was doing

10 before redistricting happened?

11      A.  The church was involved in voting issues,

12 but as it related to the redistricting, not until

13 that.  And, in fact, the ministers had made me

14 feel -- made me feel good.  One of the Baptist

15 preachers said, now, you know, we Baptists don't have

16 bishops, but you are all of our bishops now.  So that

17 made me feel good.  So they really kind of brought me

18 in.  It really wasn't spurred by my leadership.  They

19 just -- you know, they adopted me, so I was glad to

20 be in there.

21      Q.  And, Bishop Jackson, were these types of

22 activities that happened during and after the Special

23 Session?  Were they, again, mostly done by

24 volunteers --

25      A.  Oh, yeah.
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1      Q.  -- of the AME Church?

2      A.  Oh, yes.  The AME Church and members of

3 other churches in the Augusta area.

4      Q.  Okay.  And do you know if similar

5 activities took place in any other parts of the state

6 related to redistricting?

7      A.  Some parts of the state, but not to the

8 extent that Augusta did.

9      Q.  Okay.

10      A.  Ms. Stewart is -- as you mentioned, she's

11 an AME, but she is one of those that you're going to

12 hear her one way or the other, so she made sure I

13 heard her.

14      Q.  And Ms. Stewart, to be clear, doesn't live

15 in the Augusta area?

16      A.  No.  I think she lives in -- near a place

17 called Camilla, Camilla, Georgia.

18          MR. GARABADU:  I'm going to ask my

19 co-counsel if there's anything else I am forgetting,

20 but I think we might be close to the end.

21          I think we're all set on our end.

22                  FURTHER EXAMINATION

23 BY MR. TYSON:

24      Q.  I have a few more questions in light of

25 that, not surprisingly.  So, Bishop Jackson,
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1 Mr. Garabadu was asking you about the volunteer work.

2 And I know volunteers are a critical part to church

3 life all the way around.

4          Does the Sixth District have any way of

5 measuring or quantifying how much volunteer time is

6 spent on particular activities?

7      A.  Not the Sixth District.  I would suspect

8 that the pastors of the churches to which they belong

9 or the conference to which they belong would.

10      Q.  So sitting here today, you can't identify

11 how much volunteer time was spent on redistricting

12 tasks versus something else?

13      A.  Obviously, whatever time whoever put into

14 it, I'm sure was voluntary because we weren't paying

15 them.

16      Q.  And you discussed with Mr. Garabadu some

17 additional activities that happened in Augusta and

18 other places.  Were there activities that had to stop

19 or be reduced in Augusta because of the advocacy

20 around redistricting?

21      A.  No.  I wouldn't say stop because of the

22 advocacy.  In fact, I would hope it increased due to

23 advocacy.

24      Q.  So, in other words, it wasn't like the

25 people in Augusta had to stop one task to start
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1 working on redistricting.  In fact, it actually got

2 them more involved in the church?

3      A.  I think all of the -- I think all of this

4 came together, redistricting, SB 202, some issues,

5 some of the 2018 election, I just think it's just a

6 lot.  Some of it was also brought on -- which is very

7 much related to the redistricting, was a debate of

8 the voting rights in Congress.  So it was a lot of,

9 you know -- and as a matter of fact, it was almost

10 like we felt like we were under siege.

11      Q.  And you talked about the efforts in

12 Augusta.  Do you know if the community was pleased

13 with the outcome of the advocacy, or did they

14 disagree with the outcome?

15      A.  They weren't pleased because of the way the

16 district ended up being drawn.  So I'll be pleased

17 when that gets corrected.

18      Q.  And do you recall the districts in Augusta

19 and the advocacy around that, was that specifically

20 for districts in Richmond County, or was that a

21 broader geographic area?  Do you remember?

22      A.  You know, I'm not really familiar -- you

23 know, I came to Georgia from a state that had 22

24 counties.  Now I'm in one with 159.  I don't know

25 where I am.
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1      Q.  Got it.  Let me ask a better question,

2 then.  You're exactly right.  We have a lot of

3 counties.

4          For the Augusta redistricting you talked

5 about, do you recall if the advocacy was about state

6 senate and state house districts in the Augusta area,

7 or was it other parts of the state or other parts of

8 the area?

9      A.  I would think it was Augusta and the

10 surrounding area.  It wasn't state.  For that

11 particular, it was for that area.

12      Q.  Thank you.  And you mentioned Mr. Garmon

13 and his work --

14      A.  Uh-huh.

15      Q.  -- in response to Mr. Garabadu's questions.

16 Has Mr. Garmon been unable to complete any of his

17 tasks that he was assigned because of his work

18 related to redistricting?

19      A.  He's been involved in a whole lot, so I

20 wouldn't say he's been -- I wouldn't say he stopped.

21 I would say it's ongoing because, for example, even

22 now, in light of the turnout for the November

23 election, there is this tremendous urgency to begin

24 now for '24 because, very disappointingly, black

25 turnout in 2022, less than 50 percent of blacks in
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1 the state voted.  And I think there's some reasons

2 for that, but -- so those are the reasons we have to

3 address.

4          MR. TYSON:  Well, Bishop Jackson, I don't

5 have any further questions.  I don't know if

6 Mr. Garabadu has any more.

7          MR. GARABADU:  No, I think we're done as

8 well.

9          MR. TYSON:  And we're completed.  Thank

10 you.

11          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  That's the end of the

12 deposition.  Off the record at 12:44 p.m.

13          (Deposition conclude at 12:44 p.m.)

14          (Signature reserved.)

15
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15 Georgia Certified Notaries.  Copies of notarized

16 production certificates related to this proceeding

17 are available upon request to litsup-ga@veritext.com.

18          Veritext is not taking this deposition

19 under any relationship that is prohibited by.

20 O.C.G.A. 15-14-37(a) and (b).  Case-specific

21 discounts are automatically applied to all parties,

22 at such time as any party receives a discount.

23 Ancillary services such as calendar and financial

24 reports are available to all parties upon request.

25
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1                      CERTIFICATE

2 STATE OF GEORGIA:

COUNTY OF FULTON:

3          I hereby certify that the foregoing

transcript was taken down, as stated in the caption,

4 and the colloquies, questions and answers were

reduced to typewriting under my direction; that the

5 transcript is a true and correct record of the

evidence given upon said proceeding.

6          I further certify that I am not a relative

or employee or attorney of any party, nor am I

7 financially interested in the outcome of this action.

         I have no relationship of interest in this

8 matter which would disqualify me from maintaining my

obligation of impartiality in compliance with the

9 Code of Professional Ethics.

         I have no direct contract with any party in

10 this action and my compensation is based solely on

the terms of my subcontractor agreement.

11          Nothing in the arrangements made for this

proceeding impacts my absolute commitment to serve

12 all parties as an impartial officer of the court.

13               This the 25th day of January, 2023.

14

15         <%13612,Signature%>

16               __________________________________

              Tracy A. Williams, CCR B-2168, RPR

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 To: REGINALD JACKSON
2 Re: Signature of Deponent REGINALD JACKSON
3 Date Errata due back at our offices:  30 DAYS
4
5 Greetings:
6 This deponent has reserved the right to read and

sign.  Please have the deponent review the attached
7 PDF transcript, noting any changes or corrections on

the attached PDF Errata.  The deponent may fill out
8 the Errata electronically or print and fill it out

manually.
9

Once the Errata is signed by the deponent and
10 notarized, please mail it to the offices of Veritext

(below).
11

When the signed Errata is returned to us, we will
12 seal and forward to the taking attorney to file with

the original transcript.  We will also send copies of
13 the Errata to all ordering parties.
14 If the signed Errata is not returned within the time

above, the original transcript may be filed with the
15 court without the signature of the deponent.
16

Please send completed Errata to:
17

Veritext Production Facility
18

20 Mansell Court
19

Suite 300
20

Roswell, GA 30076
21

(770) 343-9696
22
23
24
25
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1                        ERRATA
2 I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I have
3 read the transcript of my testimony, and that
4 ___ There are no changes noted.
5 ___ The following changes are noted:
6
7 Pursuant to Rule 30(7)(e) of the Federal Rules of

Civil Procedure and/or OCGA 9-11-30(e), any changes
8 in form or substance which you desire to make to your

testimony shall be entered upon the deposition with a
9 statement of the reasons given for making them.  To

assist you in making any such corrections, please use
10 the form below.  If additional pages are necessary,

please furnish same and attach.
11

Page _____ Line ______ Change ______________________
12

____________________________________________________
13

Reason for change___________________________________
14

Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________
15

____________________________________________________
16

Reason for change___________________________________
17

____________________________________________________
18

Reason for change___________________________________
19

Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________
20

____________________________________________________
21

Reason for change___________________________________
22

Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________
23

____________________________________________________
24

Reason for change___________________________________
25
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1
Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________

2
____________________________________________________

3
Reason for change___________________________________

4
Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________

5
____________________________________________________

6
Reason for change___________________________________

7
Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________

8
____________________________________________________

9
Reason for change___________________________________

10
Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________

11
____________________________________________________

12
Reason for change___________________________________

13
Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________

14
____________________________________________________

15
Reason for change___________________________________

16
Page _____ Line ______ Change_______________________

17
____________________________________________________

18
Reason for change___________________________________

19
                   DEPONENT'S SIGNATURE

20
                   __________________________

21
Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___ day of

22
_________________, _______.

23
__________________________________

24 NOTARY PUBLIC
25 My Commission Expires:_____________
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Georgia Code

Title 9, Chapter 11 

Article 5, Section 9-11-30

(e) Review by witness; changes; signing. 

If requested by the deponent or a party before 

completion of the deposition, the deponent shall 

have 30 days after being notified by the officer 

that the transcript or recording is available in 

which to review the transcript or recording and, if 

there are changes in form or substance, to sign a 

statement reciting such changes and the reasons 

given by the deponent for making them. The officer 

shall indicate in the certificate prescribed by 

paragraph (1) of subsection (f) of this Code 

section whether any review was requested and, if 

so, shall append any changes made by the deponent 

during the period allowed. If the deposition is not 

reviewed and signed by the witness within 30 days 

of its submission to him or her, the officer shall 

sign it and state on the record that the deposition 

was not reviewed and signed by the deponent within 

30 days. The deposition may then be used as fully 

as though signed unless, on a motion to suppress 

under paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of Code 
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Section 9-11-32, the court holds that the reasons 

given for the refusal to sign require rejection of 

the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER:  THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES 

ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.  

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1, 

2019.  PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES 

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS 

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the 

foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete 

transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers 

as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal 

Solutions further represents that the attached 

exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete 

documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or  

attorneys in relation to this deposition and that 

the documents were processed in accordance with 

our litigation support and production standards. 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining 

the confidentiality of client and witness information, 

in accordance with the regulations promulgated under 

the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 

Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected 

health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as 

amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable 

Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits 

are managed under strict facility and personnel access 

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored 

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted 

fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to 

access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4 

SSAE 16 certified facility. 

 

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and  

State regulations with respect to the provision of 

court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality 

and independence regardless of relationship or the 

financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires 

adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical 

standards from all of its subcontractors in their 

independent contractor agreements. 

 

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions' 

confidentiality and security policies and practices 

should be directed to Veritext's Client Services  

Associates indicated on the cover of this document or 

at www.veritext.com. 
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to take back control of the Senate and redrawing of the 6th Congressional District to help take 

back the House. If efforts to suppress and make it harder to vote succeed in Georgia they have 

a good chance of succeeding in other targeted states. 

Bishop Reginald Jackson -What Do We Do Next?-after the town halls what do we do? 

What must we do to prepare and organize. Media? Operation Voter Turnout? Uniting the 

thousands of Black churches in Georgia? Meeting the requirements of SB 202 as it now stands. 

APA_SO5_00001086 
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