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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORGI A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON
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STI PULATI ONS

I T IS STI PULATED AND AGREED by and
bet ween the parties through their respective
counsel that the deposition of Eric Wods may
be taken before Mallory B. Gray, CCR, RPR, a
Court Reporter and Notary Public for the
State at Large, via Zoom, on the 15th of
December 2022, commencing at approxi mately
2:35 p.m

IT I'S FURTHER STI PULATED AND AGREED
that the signature to and the reading of the
deposition by the witness is not waived.

In accordance with Rule 5(d) of the
Al abama Rul es of Civil Procedure, as amended,
effective May 15, 1998, |, Mallory B. Gray,
am hereby delivering to Dan Weigel, the
original transcript of the oral testimony
taken the 15th of December 2022, along with
t he exhibit.

Pl ease be advised that this is the
same and not retained by the Court Reporter,

nor filed with the Court.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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A PPEARANCES

FOR THE PLAI NTI FF:

BY: Al ex M|l er
Deni se Tsai
Ayana W Il Iliams
Cassie M tchel

W | mer Hal e

1875 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washi ngton, DC 20001

FOR THE DEFENDANTS:
BY: Dan Wei gel
Tayl or, English, Duma, LLP
1600 Parkwood Circle SE
Suite 200
At |l anta, Georgia 30339

Veritext Lega Solutions
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I, Mallory Bradberry Gray, a Court

Reporter and Notary Public, State of Al abama

at Large, acting as Comm ssioner, certify
that on this date, pursuant to the Al abama

Rul es of Civil Procedure and the foregoing

stipulation of counsel, there came before me

via Zoom, commencing at approxi mately 2:35
p. m On the 15th of December 2022, Eric
Woods, witness in the above cause, for oral
exam nation, whereupon the followi ng

proceedi ngs were had:

MR. WEI GEL: So this will be the

deposition of Eric Wods taken by Defendant,

Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, for
the purpose of discovery and all purposes
al l owed under the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure.

Appearing for Secretary of State,

Brad Raffensperger, |1'm Dan Weigel for the

|l aw firm Tayl or English Duma, and | will |et

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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counsel for M. Wbods --

MS. W LLI AMS: Ayana W lliams from
W | mer Hal e representing M. Wbods. " m
j oined by Cassie Mtchell also from
W | merHale, also in the room with us.

MS. TSAI: This is Denise Tsai, also
from W I merHale, representing M. Wods and
the Al pha Phi Al pha Plaintiffs.

MR. M LLER: And |'m Alex M Il er,
again, from W | merHale representing
M. Wbods.

MR. WEI GEL: Awesome. And if the
court reporter could please swear in the
wi t ness.

(Wtness sworn.)
ERIC T. WOODS
was sworn (affirmed) and testified as
foll ows:

MR. WEI GEL: Awesome. | think we're

ready then.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. WEI GEL:
Q. M. Wobods, the purpose of this

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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deposition is not to confuse you, so if | ask
a question that you don't understand or |
phrase it poorly or any other thing that you
need clarification with as far as the
question goes, just let me know, and I'Ill do
my best to make the -- rephrase the question
so that you can better understand it.

And since this is a virtual
deposition, there will |ikely be some audio
I ssues that we encounter for the court
reporter, so it's going to be inmportant that
we do a couple things.

First, do your best to speak clearly
and | oudly so that the court reporter can
hear you.

And, second, especially with
yes-or-no answers where your instinct may be
to nod or give an uh-huh, be sure to say yes
or no audi bly.

And, finally, we have to both do our
best to not speak over each other or cut each
ot her off. So even if |I'"m asking a question

t hat you probably know the answer to, make

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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sure | finish the question before you start
your answer . And 1'Il1 also do my best to
wait until you complete your answer before |
start on to the next question.

Simlarly, if |I ask a question and
your attorney has an objection, be sure to
| et your attorney state the objection before
starting your answer so that the record
remai ns cl ear.

Are you good with that, M. Wods?

A. Yes.

Q. Awesome. Also, if you need a break
at any time, please just |let me know. The
only thing that |I'm going to ask is that if
| " ve already asked a question, please go
ahead and conmpl ete your answer to that
guestion | pose before we take a break.

And, finally, with this being a
virtual deposition, it is important that we
confirm that you don't have any electronic
devi ces out and open for you to see during
the deposition. This is going to include

your cell phone, so please make sure you have

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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Again, with this being a virtual

any exhibits for you to | ook at, you will
al so need to | ook at those.

But if you could go ahead and

will not be open during this deposition,
will be great.

Can you confirm that for me,

M. Wbods?

A. It's currently not open, but | want
to -- | would |like a second to turn the
volume all the way off.

Q. Perfect. Yeah. Absol utely.

Al'l right. Are you ready,

M. Wbods?
A. Yes, sir, | am
Q. So we're going to start off with

what's going to be marked as Defendant's

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696

Page 9

that off or silenced, as well as e-mail on

deposition, obviously, you're going to need

to have the Zoom open. And if | introduce

confirm and agree that anything of the nature

| described earlier, so your phone or e-mail,
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Exhibit 1 for this deposition. " m going to
do my best to share the screen. Of course,

|*ve already had my electronic issues, soO
hopefully |I've gotten those out of the way.
So I'"'m going to share my screen right now.
M. Wbods, can you see my screen?
A. Yes.
(Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit No. 1 was
mar ked for identification.)
Q. Do you see the document on the
screen that is titled Defendant's Notice to

Take the Deposition of Eric T. Wods?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. And if you can just follow al ong
with me as | quickly scroll through this
document . It's a pretty short one.

Now, Mr. Wbods, are you famliar
with this document as the version you
received in connection with this deposition?

A. Yes.
Q. Perfect. Now we'll stop sharing
t hat . Thank you.

And, M. Wbods, we'll also start off

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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any testimony prior to this in a |lawsuit,

whet her at a deposition or at, in a trial?
A. No.
Q. And have you taken any medications

t hat would you keep you from fully and
truthfully participating in today's
deposition?

A. No.

Q. And do you have any medi cal

and truthfully participating in today's
deposition?

A. No.

Q. Shifting gears again, have you ever

filed any election-related |lawsuits in the

past ?
A. No.
Q. And are you aware of any direct

famly menmbers of yours that have filed
el ection-related |l awsuits in the past?
A. No.

Q. M. Wbods, have you ever been

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696

this deposition by asking have you ever given

conditions that would you keep you from fully
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charged with a crime?
A. No.
Q. Ever been arrested?
A. No.
Q. And | assume, based on those

answers, that you've never been convicted for
a crime either?

A. No.

Q. Have you discussed this case with
anyone other than your | awyer?

A. No.

Q. Have you discussed the deposition
with anyone other than your |awyer?

A. No.

Q. Did you review anything to prepare
for this deposition?

A. No.

Q. And do you have any documents or
notes with you today?

A. No.

Q. Al'l right. Movi ng right along. Al |
right. We'll shift gears again.

Now, Mr. Wbods, one nmore time, could

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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you please state your full name for the
record?

A. Eric T. Wbods.

Q. And, M. Wbods, what is your current
address?

A. _ Tyrone, Georgi a
]

Q. And what county is that in?

A. Fayette County.

Q. How | ong have you lived at that
address?

A. Going on 15 years now.

Q. And have you lived at any other
address in the past two years?

A. No.

Q. Before moving to your current
address 15 years ago, where did you live
before that?

A. I was in Jonesboro, Georgia.

Q. And how |l ong did you live in
Jonesboro?

A. On and off for about maybe seven
years. | was -- | was stationed at Great

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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Lakes Naval Base in conjunction with having
that as a home of record.

Q. And have you ever |ived anywhere
el se in Georgia other than the ones you've
menti oned, so Jonesboro and your current
address in Tyrone?

A. Thirty years ago, | lived in
Col umbus, Georgia, Fort Benning.

Q. And you noted that -- when you were
living in Jonesboro on and off.

Was there a specific other |l ocation
t hat you would |live when you were not there
or was it just in connection with your
mlitary service at that time?

A. In connection with mlitary service,
depl oyment s.

Q. Okay. Just want ed that
clarification.

And, Mr. Wbods, since this
deposition is occurring virtually, can you
provide the address from which you are
sitting and testifying?

A. 1100 Spring Street Northwest,

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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Atl anta, Georgia, | believe 30330 or 30331,
one of the two.
Q. Is it your attorneys' office?
A. It's the office of the ACLU.
Q. Okay. And, obviously, | can see

that your |l awyer is present in the room with
you, but is there anyone else who is present
in the room?
A. Yes, the other -- Kathleen --
MS. M TCHELL: Cassi e.
THE W TNESS: Cassi e.
Q. (By Mr. Weigel) So everyone is on
the call. Okay. Gr eat .
And goi ng back to your addresses

real fast, do you own either partially or

full any other properties?
A. No.
Q. And do you rent anywhere el se?
A. No, | do not.
Q. Have you owned any ot her rental

properties in the |last two years?
A. No.

Q. So the residence you've identified

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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in Tyrone, Georgia is the sole residence that

you have had in the [ast two years?

A. Yes.

Q. We will shift gears a little bit and

tal k about your educati on.
What was the highest |evel of

education that you compl et ed?

A. A master's degree.
Q. What was that master's degree in?
A. Human resources.

Q. And when did you conplete that

degree?

A. 1998.

Q. And where did you compl ete that
degree?

A. Troy State University.

Q. | think I know where Troy State is,

but if you could |let me know where Troy State

s real fast.
A. Yeah. Troy, Al abama.
Q. Troy, Al abama. That's fine.
And ot her than your master's, what

Is the next highest |evel of education that

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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you compl et ed?

A. Manageri al Staff Coll ege.

Q. And | assume that was in connection
with your mlitary experience.

Woul d that be accurate?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And do you know around the
proxi mate -- approximate time that you

compl eted that?
A. 1996.
Q. And then just keep going back. Any
ot her -- the next -- excuse nme. Strike that.
The next highest | evel of education

ot her than that?

A. Bachel or's degree.

Q. In what field?

A. Li beral arts.

Q. And where did you receive that

degree from?

A. Central State University.

Q. Around what time did you receive
t hat degree?

A. 1988.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



o N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 217 Filed 03/17/23 Page 18 of 85
Eric Woods December 15, 2022

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

Page 18
Q. Did you attend any other colleges or
was that the only one?
A. That was it. That was the only one.

Q. And what year did you graduate high

school ?
A. 1984.
Q. Can you give me the city and state

where you graduated high school ?
A. Detroit, M chigan.
Q. And do you hold any |icenses or

certifications presently or in the past?

A. Let's see.
l'm -- no.
Q. Okay. How about any ot her

vocational training aside fromin connection

with what we've already tal ked about?

A. All mlitary related, so I'll say
no. None civilian rel ated.
Q. So would there be any specific

mlitary-related certifications or training,
| icenses that come to m nd?
A. Could you -- when you say

"certifications,"” I'll say no for

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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certifications.
Q. Okay. That was a little bit of a
vague question. Sorry about that.
And right now, do you receive

continuing education in any area?

A. Yes.
Q. And what is that?
A. It would be Homel and Security

exercises, plans and exercises.

Q. And how often do you receive
continuing education in that area?

A. Annual |l y.

Q. Annual |l y.

And where do you receive that?

A. Onli ne.
Q. And, currently, we -- we covered it
a little bit, but just to confirm aside from

do you currently receive training in any
other field or area?

A. No.

about any organizations you're currently

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696

what we've already discussed or talked about,

Q. Al'l right. We'll move along to talk




o N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 217 Filed 03/17/23 Page 20 of 85

Eric Woods December 15, 2022

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

Page 20

I nvol ved i n.
Are you currently a member of any

soci al organizations?

A. Yes.
Q. And what are those?
A. l'"'m a member of Omega Psi Phi

Fraternity.

Q. And how | ong have you been a member?
A. Thirty-six years.
Q. Do you presently have any specific

role in the organization or are you just a
member right now?
A. Just a member.

Q. And in those 36 years of being in

t he organi zati on, have you ever had any ot her

role other than a menmber ?

A. Yes.

Q. And what is that?

A. Chapter president.

Q. Do you know around what time period

you were the chapter president?
A. 2008, 20009.

Q. How about any political

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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organi zations are you -- that you are
i nvolved in right now?

A. None. No political organizations,
no.

Q. Any activist organizations you're
currently involved in?

A. Can you define "activist
organi zati ons"?

Q. An organi zation that's stated

m ssion is to achieve some sort of soci al

goal, | would say.
A. No.
Q. And in the past, organizations that

you're not currently involved in but have

been i nvolved in before?

A. Coul d you rephrase the question and
make sure | understand? Are you specifically
asking if I have been a member of a political

organi zati on?

Q. Oh, no, just going back to the
general organizations that you've been
i nvolved in in the past.

A. Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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Yeah, that's pretty much the only

one that you're going to find on record.

Q. Okay.
A. Dues paying, yeah.
Q. Goi ng back to coll ege, would the

answer be the same, that that's been the
organi zation you've been involved in?

A. Yes.

Q. And to high school as well; can you

recall any organizations that you were
i nvolved in in high school ?

A. No, none.

Q. Now we'll shift again, and we've
touched on this a little bit prior to this,
but now we're going to talk about your
empl oyment currently and your empl oyment
hi st ory.

Where do you currently work?

A. Center for Disease Control and
Preventi on.

Q. And | assume that's the office in
Atl anta, correct?

A. Yes.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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Q. And what is your job title?

A. Emer gency management specialist.

Q. What type of job duties go al ong
with that position?

A. Emer gency management pl anning.

Q. And how | ong have you held that
current position?

A. One year.

Q. What empl oyment did you have before

starting that position?

A. US Arnmy.

Q. How | ong were you in the US Arny
for?

A. Twenty-six years.

Q. And during the time in the Arnmy, did
you have a specific role the entire time or
were they different roles that changed over
time?

A. Different roles that changed over
time.

Q. Okay. And if you just want to --
you know, we don't have to go line by Iline

with the specifics. But if you just want to

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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give me a quick background on, you know, what
t hat woul d be, that would be great.

A. Army intelligence.

Q. And is it fair to say that you left
the Army just because you retired?

A. Yes, retirement.

Q. And did you have any job before
joining the Army?

A. No.

Q. Al'l right. Shift a little bit again
closer to the subject matter of the case and
specifically your voter history.

Are you registered to vote in

Geor gi a?
A. Yes.
Q. And where did you register to vote?
A. "' m sorry. You faded out. Coul d

you repeat --
Q. Yeah.
Where did you register to vote?
Sorry.
A. Fayette County.

Q. And when did you register?

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696
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A. 2011, | believe, was the | atest
regi stration.
Q. Have you registered anywhere else to
vote in Georgia?
A. Not that | recall.
Q. What about in any other states; have

you ever been registered to vote in any other

st ates?

A. Not that | recall. | -- man, that's

a |lot of states.

Q. And are you registered to vote at
the current address that you identified
earlier?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what voting district you

presently reside in?

A. Yes.

Q. And what is that?

A. 64.

Q. Have you voted in each el ection

since you' ve been registered to vote in
Geor gi a?

A. Yes.

800.808.4958
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Q. And we'll go through some
categories.

So every presidential primary?

A. Yes.
Q. Every Georgia primary?
A. As far as | can recall, | haven't

m ssed since 2011.

Q. In every general election?

A. Yes.

Q. In every special election?

A. Yes.

Q. In this past general election, so

November 2022, do you recall what precinct

you voted in?

A. Yes, my current precinct by -- |
just remember the | ocation. Yes.
Location-wise, | remenmber. As f ar
as what number, | don't remember what -- what

precinct that is.
Q. If you just want to -- could you
just generally describe where you vot ed,

basical ly?

A. Hopewel | Baptist Church is my voting

Veritext Lega Solutions
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and polling.
Q. And how about where you voted for
the runoff; same place?
A. No, they -- it was a switch. So the

runoff was at the old Tyrone police station,
which is about a 50-year-old building with no
running toilets.

Q. We touched on this a little bit with
regi stration, but have you ever voted in any
ot her state?

A. " mgoing to say no, to give you --
" m going to say no.

Q. And do you consider yourself to be a
member of the Democratic party?

A. Yes.

Q. And for how |l ong would you say --
consi der yourself to be a menmber of the
Democratic Party?

A. Since | was 18.

Q. Have you ever held any | eadership
positions in the Democratic Party?

A. No, sir.

Q. And have you ever held any position

800.808.4958
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Party?
A. No, sir.
Q. And have you participated in any

activities of the Democratic Party?

A. l'"m sorry. You faded out again.
Could you - -
Q. Yes.

Have you ever participated in any

activities for the Democratic Party?

A. Yes.

Q. And could you just describe briefly
what those activities have been?

A. Yes. Vot er registration.

Q. And how often would you say you
participated in those activities?

A. Maybe every other election. There
were several where | was deployed, so...

Q. And | presume, based on your prior

answer, that this will be in the negative,

member of the Republican Party?
A. No, sir.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q. And would it be fair to say that you
generally support Democratic candi dates for
el ection in Georgia?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever voted for a Republican
candi dat e?

A. No, sir.

Q. And, again, you probably answered
this with your prior answers, but have you
ever been a member, held a position, in any
ot her political party?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you wor ked on any political
campai gns?

A. If you mean have | passed out flyers
for prior Democratic presidents, yes.

Q. Yes, so for a specific candidate
t hat you could point to and say, | hel ped on
t hat campai gn?

A. Yes, the Obama campai gn.

Q. And woul d that have been in both --
both el ections that he ran?

A. Yes.

800.808.4958
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Q. 2008 and 20127
A. Yes.
Q. And you mentioned it was handi ng out
flyers.

Were there any other activities that
you did hel ping out on the campaign?

A. No.

Q. And have you had any invol vement
with voter advocacy groups?

A. " m going to say no. No.

Q. Movi ng right along, now we're going
to get into more specifics with this |lawsuit.

How did you first hear about the
| awsuit that we're here for today?

A. | believe |I first heard about it via
| ocal medi a.

Q. And can you describe what type of, |
guess, content that you saw in the | ocal
media in connection with this [awsuit?

A. Yeah, it was -- it was a segment, if
you woul d, on Channel 11, | believe,
descri bing what was going on in Fayette

County at the time.

800.808.4958
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Q. So it was a | ocal news story that
you saw first?
A. Yes.
Q. And then as far as specifically

getting involved in the lawsuit after you saw
that, how did that occur?

A. Yeah. There -- at a -- at one of
the Fayette County Democratic Commttee
meetings, a member of -- of the Fayette
County Democratic Comm ttee asked me would I

be interested in fighting the issue, and |

sai d yes.

Q. And then what happened after that?
And, of course, as | kind of move along in
t hese questions, |I'mnot trying to get into

anything that you had as far as personal
conversations or the nature and content of
conversations you had with the attorneys you
eventually hired or anything |ike that. " m
just | ooking for the facts and circunstances.
So followi ng that, did you get in
contact with someone or did someone get in

contact with you?

800.808.4958
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A. I initially contacted -- the |awyer,
| believe, at the time was Rahul Jerardo,
Gerardo (phonetic), | believe, if I'm saying
his name right.

Q. Movi ng al ong. Prior to this l[awsuit
and prior to the current redistricting that
is the subject matter of this lawsuit, were
you satisfied with how the districts had been

drawn previously in Georgia?

A. Coul d you restate that question?
Q. Yes. Sorry if I -- it's alittle
bit of a complicated -- complicated phrasing.

So there was a process by which the
Georgia |l egislature made new districts, and
that's the subject matter of the |awsuit,
prior to that; so prior to how the districts
are current drawn, that is the subject of the
| awsui t .

Were you satisfied with the previous
way that the districts were drawn?

A. Il -- okay. | can only answer that

in this way, you know, | -- there have been

several redrawi ngs of the districts in

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Fayette County, so | don't know -- there's
been so many.
So all I know is prior to the

current restricting that shrunk my district,
there -- there wasn't as big as an issue, but
t hat was the second shrinking of that
district. That's the best way | can answer
t hat questi on.

Q. And you mentioned, you know,
obvi ously, that there were several redrawi ngs
In the past, but do you recall you -- you
identified a first shrinking. Do you recal
when t hat was?

A. No, | do not. | don't remember the
exact dates.

Q. So would it be fair to say that your
i nvol vement in the |lawsuit came about because
of this kind of specific concern with the way
your district had shrunk even further?

A. That's correct.

Q. So did you have an opinion about or
do have you an opinion about the way that the

district -- redistricting process generally

Veritext Lega Solutions
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applied across Georgia?

A. | can't speak for all of Georgia. I
don't -- | don't -- | couldn't speak for al
of Georgi a.

Q. And then moving on with that, what's
your overall goal with the |awsuit?

A. Fairness, equity, inclusion,
di versity.

Q. And then specifically with your

district that you identified, do you have any
specific goals as it relates to your specific
district?

A. Only to be well represented.

Q. And shifting a little bit and
touching on what we discussed earlier, did
you do any research about the issues in this
case aside from-- you mentioned the | ocal
news report and then the meeting that you
attended.

Did you do any research outside of
t hat ?
A. No, | did not. | did not -- no.

Q. And did you do any research

Veritext Lega Solutions
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concerning your attorneys in this case prior
to reaching out to them?

A. No, | did not.

Q. And, again, | want to make sure |

say not to reveal any privileged

content of any communication you' ve had with
your attorney, but do you know what type of
contract, if any, you signed with your
attorneys in this case?

A. Contract? Could you be more
specific? | mean, | -- could you rephrase
t hat question?

Q. Yes.

So as far as you reaching a point

where you were represented by your attorneys

what type of contract you would've signed,

again, if any, to have that representation
occur ?

A. The only contract that | signed is
contract for the ACLU W Iliam and Hurt to

represent me in this --

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q. Okay.
A. -- in this |lawsuit. That's it.
Okay. And that's completely fine.
And | assume that occurred after
what we di scussed earlier where you reached
out to your counsel over the phone and then
you signed what you just described, correct?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how your | awyers are
being paid in this matter?
A. No, | do not --
Q. And have you yourself been paid or
received anything of value in exchange for

your participation as a Plaintiff in this

| awsui t ?
A. No, sir.
MR. WEI GEL: Before we shift gears
again, M. Wods, | just want to check in

real fast.

Are you doing okay? Do you need a
break or anything or do you want to keep
goi ng?

THE W TNESS: No, sir. Let's roll.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MR. WEI GEL: Okay. Sounds great.
(Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 was
mar ked for identification.)

Q. (By Mr. Weigel) So what |'m going

to do now is | will share my screen again and
bring up what will be marked as Defendant's
Exhi bit 2.

Is this -- showing up on your

screen, there's going to be something that
says introduction right in the m ddle of the

page, M. Wods.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you see that? Great.
Now, | will be scrolling down to

what is paragraph 19 of this document, which
Is Plaintiffs' Amended Conmpl ai nt. And | ooks
like it's all on page 9, so once | get there
-- do you see the paragraph that starts with,
Plaintiff Eric T. Wwods?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And if you could just quickly to
yoursel f, not out |oud, read through that

par agraph and |l et me know when you're

Veritext Lega Solutions
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finished going through it.

A. |'"'m done with those two paragraphs.

Q. Okay. And do you recogni ze the
all egations that are contained in this
paragraph of the Compl ai nt?

A. Yes, sir, | do.

Q. And is all that information in this
par agraph accurate as it relates to you?

A. Yes, sir, it is.

Q. And stepping back a little bit, do
you recognize this document overall as the

Compl ai nt that your attorneys filed in this

action?
A. Yes, sir, | do.
Q. Al'l right. Gr eat . And | will stop

sharing real fast.
Now, we touched on this a little bit
earlier, and it was in the paragraph you just

read, but you reside in state Senate

District 16; is that correct?
A. If that is the current new district.
Q. Yes.
A. Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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o N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 217 Filed 03/17/23 Page 39 of 85
Eric Woods December 15, 2022

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

Page 39
Q. And you mentioned that you voted in
the 2022 general election, correct?
A. Yes.
Q. And did the candidate you voted for

In that election in your state Senate

District succeed?

A. For -- for which office?

Q. State Senate 16.

A. No.

Q. How about in the |ast election that

you voted for in state Senate District 16
prior to the redistricting; did you vote in
t hat el ection?

A. Yes.

And do you recall if the candi date
t hat you preferred and voted for in that
el ection won?

A. No.

Q. Shifting back a little bit, as far
as the redistricting process that occurred,
did you reach out to any | egislator during
the 2021 special session concerning the

redistricting issues that were raised in your

800.808.4958
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Compl ai nt ?

A. | reached out to and started
speaking with the current town council when
it came to the redistricting.

Q. And with your current town council,
do you recall who you specifically reached
out to?

A. It -- there was -- it was at a
council meeting, so it would ve been a
council at | arge.

Q. So would it be fair to characterize

that as kind of the portion of the meeting
where concerned citizens get up and speak

about i ssues?

A. That's correct.

Q. And aside from that, that answer may
have -- may have covered the next question
that |I'm going to ask, but I'll go through

t hem anyway.

Did you testify in the Georgia
Assembly on the issues or any issues
pertaining to redistricting in 2021?

A. No.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q. And did you attend any hearings in
the Georgia |legislature pertaining to
redistricting?

A. No.

Q. And aside from the one that you
I dentified, did you attend any other meetings
concerning redistricting in 20217

A. No.

Q. Ri ght now, we're going to talk about
a phrase that's referred to as "comunity of
I nterest.”

M. Wbods, do you have an
under st andi ng of what this phrase means,
"community of interest"?

A. I have my understanding, is that it
I's, you know, dependi ng on what day of the
week it is, whether it's District 16 or 64.
That's -- that is my understanding.

Q. And how woul d you descri be your
community generally, the community that you
live in?

A. Predom nately educated African

Americans pretty much residing in Tyrone,

800.808.4958
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north Fayette, and al ong Hi ghway 74 in
Tyrone.

Q. And what would you say are the most
| mportant issues or concerns to that
community that you just described?

A. Yeah, gerrymanderi ng.

Q. And can you describe just a little
bit further what your concerns are with that
topic?

A. Yes, being unable to see someone
truly elected that represents the community
that is currently in question, someone in our
community that wants to represent us.

Q. Movi ng back a little bit to your
community involvement, do you or have you
participated in any nei ghborhood or community

associations?

A. Yes.

Q. And what are those?

A. The -- what's the name of ny
subdi vision? -- oh, the River Crest

Homeowners Associ ati on.

Q. And how | ong have you been a member

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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of that association?
A. Going on 15 years.
Q. Do you have any specific |eadership

role with that association?

No.

Have you ever had a | eadership role?
Yes.

And what is that?

Presi dent.

o> 0 >0 P

And how woul d you describe your role
and involvement presently as a member of this
association?

A. An active, concerned citizen of the
community.

Q. And are you currently a member of
any faith-based organization?

A. Fait h- based? No.

Q. When | ask that question, that
i ncludes, you know, churches.

So you don't currently attend

services at any church?

A. No specific church, no.

Q. And are you involved in any school

800.808.4958
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daughters that

Mlitary Academy at West Poi nt.

Q. How about any ot her

Page 44
associ ations or activities?
A. If you -- if you include elementary
school for my daughter.
Q. Yeah, | do.

So what is your involvement with
t hat ?

A. A participating parent, help out in
the classes, bring snacks and treats.

Oh, I'm also a member of the -- what
do they call it? -- oh, the West Point Parent
Cl ub.

Q. What does that club do?
A. Support the -- our sons and

attend the United States

associ ations or

activities; are you currently a menmber of any
fraternities?
A. Yes, | stated that earlier. Yes.
Q. Okay. So earlier one.
And so aside fromthe ones we
covered, any other civic organizations or
anyt hing of that nature that you're involved

Veritext Lega Solutions
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770.343.9696



o N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 217 Filed 03/17/23 Page 45 of 85

Eric Woods December 15, 2022

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

Page 45
In right now?
A. No, sir.
Q. And outside of the organizations

t hat you're involved in, obviously, you have
a daughter too, is there any other
socializing that you participate in in your
community on a regular basis?

A. The homeowners associati on meeti ngs.

Q. And those are the ones we covered
previously, correct?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. Looks |i ke we can move right al ong.
And at this point, we're going to get into
sort of specific questions dealing with the
| egal claims in the lawsuit, and I'I|l just
qui ckly go through these and expand on them
as necessary, depending on your answers.

So we'll start off with, M. Wods,

have you ever been prohibited from
regi stering to vote based on your race?

A. No.

Q. And have you ever been prohibited

from participating in the political process

800.808.4958
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based on your race?
A. No.

Q. And do you have any personal

of Georgia against members of a mnority
group related to participation in the

democratic process?

| ocations prior to, you know -- you know,

acts or changing |ocations, your voting

community react?
Q. Yes, | would include that. So if
you want to go into that any further, go

ahead.

more than one occasi on, and we've been

prevented from voting inside of the town

hall, which is, I'll just say, massive in
square feet and allows -- and it also would
all ow spacing, if you will, social

di stanci ng.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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knowl edge of discrimnation by the Government

A. Woul d that include acts or changing

| ocation, not giving enough time to |let the

A. Yeah. Well, in the town of Tyrone,

the voting |ocation, you know, has shifted on
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And we've been relegated now to a
very small building, roughly 1,200 square
feet, to where they had to bring in
porta-potties, and we had to stand in |line
and watch the elderly and other peopl e of
m nority be regulated to using these
porta-potties in the cold during this past
el ection.

Q. And you m ght have just mentioned
alittle bit.

So do you recall when this change
occurred?

A. | don't remember the -- no. To
answer your question, no, | don't remember
t he exact date. Al'l I know is all of a
sudden, the town hall, which woul d've
supported the nunber of people, was -- was
taken off the table for voting, and we were
regul ated to a very small buil ding.

Q. And, again, you know, only if you
know, do you recall the process or
circumstances that -- that led to this

change?

It

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696




o N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 217 Filed 03/17/23 Page 48 of 85

Eric Woods December 15, 2022

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

Page 48
A. No, | do not.
Q. And are there any other specific
t hings or -- that you have personal knowl edge

of that you would point to as discrim nation
simlar to that?

A. That is the only one | can clearly
i dentify and define.

Q. Movi ng on agai n. And this is,
again, going to be a phrase, and just let me
know, simlar to before -- simlar to before,
I f you know exactly what it means and -- or
if you just want to generally answer the
guestion, but do you know what the phrase
"racially polarized voting" means?

A. " m going to say no because | know
what my definition of racial polarized voting
is, and | don't want to guess in this

i nstance, so...

Q. So what is your definition of it
t hen?
A. My definition of "racially
pol arized"” is -- is not allowing for -- [|"'II

just use my current district as an example --

800.808.4958
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to be able to promote and put forth a very
gualified candi date and for that candi date
to -- to be placed in a position where they
could win and represent my district.

There's -- there's always been
gerrymandering to reduce the possibility of a
candi date to represent my district fairly,
and it always has |l eaned to giving more power
to the Republican candi date.

Q. And, again, correct me if |I'm wrong,
but, you know, just based on our discussion,
you would -- it would be fair to say that you
kind of put the explanation for that on your

definition of the phrase "racially polarized

voting."
Woul d that be --
A. Yes. My definition.
Q. And, again, just to go back a little

bit to clarify, would you characterize this
as somet hing that has occurred and been a
reality as you've described it over time and
it's just kind of crystallized now with the

redistricting process? Wuld that be

800.808.4958
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accurate?
A. Yes, that would be accurate.
Q. And in your opinion, do black voters

i n Georgia generally vote for Democratic
candi dat es?

A. I would say yes.

Q. And do you personally know any bl ack

voters that have told you that they voted for

Republican candi dates?
A. No, | do not.

Q. And do you know i f Georgia uses a

maj ority vote requirement in its elections?

A. I can't say that | specifically know

the rules, regulations of the voting in

Georgia, so |I'"mgoing to -- |I'"mgoing to --

" m going to defer from that question because

Georgia is, you know, one of the only few
states that still uses the -- the -- you
know, the 51 percent rule, which is

anti quat ed.

So I'"'m going to say no.
Q. So, yes, and that's what that
guestion gets to a little bit. And, agai n,

Veritext Lega Solutions
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you' ve kind of described the answer to this.
But do you recall why the speci al

runoff election that just occurred between
Raphael Warnock and Herschel Wal ker, do you
know why that occurred?

A. Nei t her one, according to the rules
i n Georgia, received a 51 percent majority.

Q. And you voted in that special runoff
el ection, correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it's fair to say that you voted

f or Senator Warnock, correct?

A. | did.

Q. And, again, moving on to another
phrase, do you know what the phrase -- or the
term excuse me, sorry -- the term

"candi dat e-sl ating process," what that means
as it relates to elections?

A. No, | do not.

Q. So then it would be fair to say that
you do not know whether there is a

candi date-sl ating process in Georgia?

A. | do not.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q. Movi ng al ong. M. Wbods, has a | ack

of education kept you from participating in
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Georgia elections?

A. Me personally? No.

Q. And has a | ack of enmployment
opportunities kept you from participating
Georgia elections?

A. No.

Q. How about a | ack of access to
adequate health services; has that kept you
from participating in Georgia elections?

A. No.

Q. Are you aware of the term "raci al
appeal s" as that is used in the context of
el ections in campai gning?

A. " m not aware of the |egal term,

Q. And have you personally seen

campaigns in Georgia that you would

characterize as constituting racial appeal s?

A. No.
Q. Do you know how many bl ack peopl e
have run for office in Georgia?

A. No, | do not.

800.808.4958
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Q. And simlar to that, do you know how
many bl ack people have been elected to public

office in Georgia?

A. No, | do not.

Q. Looks |ike we're al most finishing
up, and |I'm just broadly asking this
guestion.

Are you aware of any needs of the
m nor community in Georgia that, in your
opinion, differ fromthose of white

residents?

A. Absol utely.

Q. And what would you describe those
as?

A. Where do you want me to start?

Heal th care?

Q. Anywhere you want.

A. You know, 1'IIl just -- I"Il just go
with health care, access to, education,
and -- health care, education, access to,
"Il say, food distribution sites, i.e.,
super markets, being present in certain

| ow-i ncome areas, or | ack thereof.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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So I'lI'l stick with those big three.
Q. And then as far as particul ar needs

of the mnority community in Georgia, it
woul d be fair to characterize that as sim/l ar
to what you just described, so, you know, two
sides of the same coin.

Woul d that be fair to say?

A. Coul d you specify exactly what --

Q. Sorry. Yeah. My phrasing was a
little poor.

So the question you just answered
was based on the needs differing fromthose
of white residents, and now |I'm just asking
needs of the mnority community generally.

A. Yes. Well, to be more specific with
your question, if | understand what you're
sayi ng, because there -- |I'mjust using
Georgia -- as you said, there are certain
districts in Georgia that are poor white that
have that access, i.e., Marjorie Tayl or
Green's district.

So | can only speak for those

districts in or around the metro Atl anta area

800.808.4958
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that | know. There are some food deserts,
health care is an issue, and definitely
educati on.

Q. And as far as those needs that
you've identified, what do you base that --
those specific needs on? Has it been
personal experience that you have or
anecdotal experience or reading about it?
What do you base those needs on?

A. I would say two-fold. Maybe t he
Atl anta Journal -Constitution and its coverage
of -- of some of the needs and the m norities
and my own personal experience as | volunteer
to pass out baskets with the fraternity to
gi ve away schol arshi ps, et cetera.

MR. WEI GEL: All right. Wel |,
M. Wbods, that -- I'mfairly certain that
that compl etes my questioning for now.
Counsel, | didn't know if you had
any questions you wanted to get on the record
for M. Wwods or if you needed a break to
kind of go through everything, so just let me

know what wor ks best for you.

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696



o N o o b~ W N PP

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 217 Filed 03/17/23 Page 56 of 85

Eric Woods December 15, 2022

AlphaPhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

Page 56

MS. W LLI AMS: Yeah, could we take a
guick five-m nute break --

MR. WEI GEL: Yeah, that sounds
great.

MS. W LLI AMS: | may have a couple
gqui ck questions on redirect, but --

MR. WEI GEL: Okay. So we'll go off
the record now, meet up 4:45. Does t hat
sound okay?

MS. W LLI AMS: That sounds good.
Thank you.

(Short recess.)

MR. WEI GEL: Al'l right. So back on
the record.

So, Counsel, do you have any further
questions you want to go over?

MS. W LLI AMS: Yeah, just a couple
redirect questions to go through with
M. Wbods.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. W LLI AMS:
Q. So earlier, M. Weigel -- | hope |

pronounced that right -- asked you if you had

800.808.4958
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Did you -- did you have any phone
calls, perhaps, to prepare for this

deposition?

A. I did. Last Thursday, | did receive
a call fromsome Wle and Hale or Hill and

Q. Cl ose enough.

A. | did receive a call fromthat firm,

yes.
Q. Okay. And Mr. Weigel asked you

earlier whether you voted el sewhere.

Do you recall ever voting in another
state?
A. No, I -- no, I -- 1| don't -- 1 don't
recal l.
Q. Okay. And he al so asked you earlier

if you'd ever been deposed.

Do you need to add on that?

It's called being deposed in the mlitary

of Mlitary Justice to defend a naval

Veritext Lega Solutions
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done anything to prepare for this deposition.

A. Yeah. | -- I was -- | don't know if

because of -- you know, 20 years ago, | was

called in under a case under the Uniform Code
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of ficer. So | was questioned by -- it
woul d' ve been counsel for the mlitary.

But that is the only question |
received, never in a -- what do you cal
It? -- | guess a civil court, civilian court.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

MS. W LLIAMS: That's all | had
for --

MR. WEI GEL: Okay. Thank you. [0
just have a few quick foll ow-ups just to
bookend those questions.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. WEI GEL:

Q. So, Mr. Wbods, aside from the
conversation that you had with your attorneys
| ast Thursday, it's fair to say that that was
the only thing that you did in preparation
for this deposition; is that right?

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. And simlar form of my next
guestion, aside fromtestifying in what |
believe you characterized as a mlitary

tri bunal proceeding with a naval officer,

800.808.4958
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there are no other times where you've been

deposed or testified in a matter prior to

t oday?
A. No.
MR. WEI GEL: Al'l right. Wel |, that
finishes my questioning. Thank you agai n,

M. Wobods, for taking the time to speak with
us today. | really appreciate your time on
this matter.

Counsel, just real quick to -- while
we are still on the record. | don't know if
| covered this at the beginning, but it was
agreeabl e that we would reserve al
objections in this matter until either --
with the -- until the trial in this matter,
the first use, with the exception of the form
of the question or responsiveness of the
answer . | assume we didn't have issues with
that, but just to get that on the record.

Is that agreeabl e?

MS. W LLI AMS: Agr eed.

MR. WEI GEL: And then just now t hat

we're completed, | assume that you will be

Veritext Lega Solutions
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reserving signature until review of the
deposition transcript, correct?

MS. W LLI AMS: That's correct.

MR. WEI GEL: Al'l right. | believe
t hat compl etes the deposition, and we are off

the record.

FURTHER DEPONENT SAlI TH NOT
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
) Sss:
COUNTY OF MARSHALL )

| hereby certify that the above and
foregoing proceedi ng was taken down by me by
stenographic means, and that the content
herein was produced in transcript form by
computer aid under my supervision, and that
the foregoing represents, to the best of ny
ability, a true and correct transcript of the
proceedi ngs occurring on said date at said
time.

| further certify that | am neither
of counsel nor of kin to the parties to the
action, nor am 1l in anywi se interested in the

result of said cause.

Nilleyy Sy

/s/ Mallory B. Gray

Mal | ory B. Gray, CCR

CCR #558, Expires 9/30/2023
Comm ssioner for the

State of Al abama at Large
Not ary Public, Expires 02/23
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Ayana W I Ii ans
Ayana. Wl lians@v | ner hal e. com
January 10, 2023

RE: Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad

12/ 15/ 2022, Eric Wods (#5618951)

The above-referenced transcript is available for
revi ew.

Wthin the applicable tinmeframe, the w tness should
read the testinony to verify its accuracy. If there are
any changes, the witness should note those with the
reason, on the attached Errata Sheet.

The witness should sign the Acknow edgnent of
Deponent and Errata and return to the deposing attorney.
Copi es should be sent to all counsel, and to Veritext at

CcS-sout heast @eritext.com

Return conpleted errata within 30 days from
recei pt of testinony.
If the witness fails to do so within the tinme

allotted, the transcript my be used as if signed.

Your s,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity, Inc. v. Raffensperger, Brad
Eric Whods (#5618951)
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF DEPONENT

I, Eric Whods, do hereby declare that |
have read the foregoing transcript, | have nade any
corrections, additions, or changes | deened necessary as
not ed above to be appended hereto, and that the sane is
a true, correct and conplete transcript of the testinmony

gi ven by ne.

Eri c Whods Dat e
*If notary is required
SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THI S

DAY OF , 20

NOTARY PUBLI C
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Georgia Code
Title 9, Chapter 11

Article 5, Section 9-11-30

(e) Review by witness; changes; signing.

If requested by the deponent or a party before
completion of the deposition, the deponent shall
have 30 days after being notified by the officer
that the transcript or recording is available in
which to review the transcript or recording and,
there are changes in form or substance, to sign a
statement reciting such changes and the reasons
given by the deponent for making them. The office
shall indicate in the certificate prescribed by
paragraph (1) of subsection (f) of this Code
section whether any review was requested and, if
so, shall append any changes made by the deponent
during the period allowed. If the deposition is n
reviewed and signed by the witness within 30 days
of its submission to him or her, the officer shal
sign it and state on the record that the depositi
was not reviewed and signed by the deponent withi
30 days. The deposition may then be used as fully
as though signed unless, on a motion to suppress

under paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of Code

if

r

ot

1

on

n
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Section 9-11-32, the court holds that the reasons
given for the refusal to sign require rejection of

the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.
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