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Case 1:22-cv-06B83Z-SCJ Document P86-8-ilEde@3i2012382 3P dgegk & G738

IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON

Georgia State Conference

of the NAACP; Georgia

Col lation for the People's
Agenda, Inc; Galeo Latino
Communi ty Devel opnent Fund,
I nc.,

Plaintiffs,
ClVIL ACTI ON FI LE NG
VS. 1: 21- CV-5338- ELB- SCJ- SDG

STATE OF GEORG A; BRI AN KEMP,
IN H' S OFFI CI AL CAPACI TY AS
THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
Georgi a; Brad Raffensperger
in his official capacity as
the secretary of State of
Geor gi a,

Def endant s.

VI DEOTAPED HYBRI D ZOOM
30(b) (6) and 30(b) (1)
DEPOSI TI ON OF
BONNI E RI CH
January 18, 2023
9:11 A M

18 Capitol Square SW

Atl anta, Georgia
Lee Ann Barnes (via Zoom, CCR-1852B, RPR, CRR, CRC
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Q And outside of the hearing, did you neet
with anyone one on one?

A. Oh, no, I -- no, | did not do that. There
was. . .

Q Did any constituents discuss raci al
denographics with you in connection with the

redistricting?

A. | don't recall that.

Q Any ot her | egislators?

A. | don't recall that, no.

Q Did any of the discussions with

constituents or advocate groups affect your views
about the Congressional maps?
No.

What about the House maps?

> O »

No.

Q Did you think that their coments j ust
didn't generally have nerit?

A. | felt like they were partisan.

Q Did you look at the materials that they

provided to you?

A. | did.
Q And you didn't find them persuasive?
A. | did not. | did go so far as to even

| ook up sonme of the people who presented them and |
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| ooked at their social nedia and they were very
i beral. They were very partisan.

Q Did you ever review public comments that
were submtted through the redistricting commttee's
public portal about that Congressional map?

A Yes, | did.

Q Regul arly?

A. Sonmewhat regularly. | would do it in big
chunks, and then toward the end it was nore regul ar.
Q Did you incorporate input from any of

those comments into your views on the maps?

A. We did. The one that | renenber, and it
really canme up in the -- in the town hall neetings,
was about a municipality where we tried -- that was
sonmet hi ng we tal ked about was sonething that we
could try to -- to do. And Gna did that for us,

G na Wi ght.

Q Do you know if there was the capability to
attach docunents into the public portal, |ike
al ternative maps?

A. | -- 1 don't recall. But |I do think that
there were -- sone of those paid | obbyists for the
nonprofits mailed themto nme and cane to ny office
and dropped them of f.

Q Did you ever communicate with any ot her
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I
BY MR

O > O » O

A

have babi es.

VEL L MAN:
And do you recogni ze this docunent?
Yes. It appears to be a press rel ease.
And what is it -- what is it discussing?

The town hall neeting.
Okay. And do you see a date on there?

| see the date it was printed. On,

June 16, 2021.

Q

Okay. And so do you agree that this

docunment shows that from June 28 through August 11

t he House and Senate conmmttees held town halls in

CGeorgi a about the redistricting process?

A

Q

> O > O

Yes.

And you recall that happeni ng?

Yes.

You recall the town halls taking place?
Yes, yes.

And as we di scussed before, the full

census wasn't released until Septenber.

So these town hall neetings took place

bef ore the census data was fully rel eased?

A

Q
A

Yes.
VWhy was that?

In order to visit as nmany places in the
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outlined in the email.
Q Okay. And so at the town halls did you or
ot her | egislators answer questions from Georgi a
resi dents?
A. No.
Q Were any requests nmade to you that
i nformati on about the redistricting process be

provi ded in | anguages ot her than English?

A Yes.

Q What happened as a result of those
requests?

A. That's sonet hing we tal ked about and,

ultimately, that's just not the way our commttees
work here in the State House and the State Senate.
We don't translate and we didn't have the resources
to do that, and there was just no practical way
to -- to acconplish that goal.

Q Did you look into doing that?

A. No, we -- we didn't. W -- we -- we al
di scussed it and ultimately decided that it was not
a reasonabl e request.

Q "We all" neaning the nenbers of the
commttee?

A. Yes.

Q Just the House Commttee or the Senate
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commttee as wel|?

A. Oh, | don't know what the Senate conmttee
did. The House.

Q Do you know if any of the town hal
| ocati ons were inaccessible to people with
disabilities?

A. It's ny understanding that none of them
were. | did receive an email from soneone cl ai m ng
t hat the Augusta |ocation was not accessible. But |
brought that up to the |egislator who arranged this,
and he went to the venue and, ultimately, that was a
false claim is what was reported to ne.

Q Were there any other redistricting town
halls held after the rel ease of the census data?

A. | do not recall

Q To your know edge, was the August 11,
2021, town hall the | ast one?

A. | f that's what our records show on the
Redistricting Conmttee website. | -- | don't have
I ndependent recoll ection.

Q Did you publish any redistricting
information in | anguages other than English?

A. No.

Q Do you recall the date that the census

rel eased the results of the 2020 census?
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A. | recall the Reapportionment Ofice
talking to us about that. | think that m ght be
that | egacy data that | referenced earlier.

Q And | ooking at the -- the next bull et
there it appears that the final redistricting data
was rel eased Septenber 167

COURT REPORTER: Excuse me, M. Mel |l man.

You have to get closer to the m crophone.

BY MR. MELLMAN

Q It appears the final redistricting data
was rel eased Septenber 167

A. Yes.

Q Wiy is the census data inportant in
drawi ng districts, to your know edge?

A Well, to ny know edge, that's -- that's
what's used to determ ne where the growt h and
popul ation retraction are. So that guides how you
draw t he maps.

Q And so you agree that before seeing the
census data, the public wouldn't be able to know
whi ch areas of the state had grown and which had
shrunk?

A No, | don't agree with that. Inforned
peopl e al ready knew that generally there was a | ot

of growth in the metro Atlanta area and that there
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