Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 246-18 Filed 04/19/23 Page 1 of 9

EXHIBIT R



A W DN P

10
11
12
13
14

15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25

Case 1:21-cv-05337-SCJ Document 246-18 Filed 04/19/23 Page 2 of 9

UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A

GEORG A STATE CONFERENCE OF No.
NAACP, et al., 1: 21- CV-5338- ELB- SCJ-
SDG
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(MS. G NA WRI GHT)
January 26, 2023
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to that at that time. | think | was able to get them --
well, we did have a neeting in order for me to explain
the mdst of -- being in the mddle of changing districts

woul d be a very challenging tine to change their
precincts, but it's possible that I did | ook at their
pendi ng precinct layer that they chose not to adopt at
that tine.

Q There's a college in Oxford, right?

A | don't know.

Q Okay. Wuld splitting a college be splitting a
community of interest?

A It could be defined as such.

Q Okay.

A W don't have information on college canpuses,
t hough, in our systemto show us where those defined
boundaries are. And we did bunmp into that at a public
hearing from another coll ege, who questioned the sane
thing. And in their case it had to do with the precincts
di viding the canpus. We were holding the precincts and,
therefore, it split the canmpus. But w thout being given
that information to define those communities, it's very
hard to know where that would be defined -- what that
woul d be defined as.

Q You nentioned earlier that sonetines you need

to split precincts in order to neet deviation
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requi rements?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall why you split this precinct?

A | do not. Population -- I'"msure it would have
been popul ati on based.

Q Do you know the racial conposition of the
precinct that is split on this imge?

A No, | do not.

Q VWhen you were discussing drawi ng the

Congr essi onal map, did anyone ever ask you to split a

precinct?
A In specific ternms, no; but know ng that to get
the deviations to zero, | think that was known that that

woul d be the way that you woul d achi eve that.

Q There was an understanding that as a
consequence of some of the requests, precincts would need
to be split?

A No, not as a -- not as a consequence of the
request, but as a consequence of getting the deviation to
a perfect zero deviation, it would be virtually
i npossible to go through the map -- and | haven't tried
it -- but to try and draw a zero devi ati on map w t hout
splitting a precinct.

Q Okay. Do you renmenber talking -- do you

remenber the working session we were tal king about
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1 A Vo did | have these discussions --

2 Yes.

3 A  -- with?

4 That woul d have been with Chai rman Kennedy.

5 Q So did Chairman Kennedy convey Senat or

6 Strickland' s position about SD 17 to you?

7 A | don't know that he conveyed a position about
8 it

9 Q Okay.

10 A | think the idea was to draw a district that

11 woul d be a Republican district.

12 Q So Chairman Kennedy told you to draw a district
13 that would allow Strickland to win?

14 A | don't know that it's -- it's hard to bring
15 out explicit details of conversations because | don't

16 know that he said that word for word --

17 Q Yeah, | understand.

18 A -- verbatim but that was the understanding. |
19 think for all the senators there was, you know, drawi ng a
20 district that would allow any incunbent senator to

21 continue to be reelected was sonet hing that they

22 consi der ed.

23 Q Was there any direction about how Chairman

24 Kennedy wanted you to draw SD 177

25 A | don't know if -- if I recall specific
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A -- which caused then the effect of noving.

Q Okay. Do you think new Senate District 48 is

A Yes.

Q Going back to the Senate District 17, which you
can see on page 1 of Exhibit 8, do you think Senate
District 17 is conpact?

A It is not as conpact as sone districts would
be. Sonme of that nay be in part due to the shapes of the
county lines there that cause it to have a bit of a
j agged appearance, but it is not as conpact as other
districts m ght be.

Q Do you recall why Newton County is split
bet ween Senate District 17 and 487

A It had previously been split between them

Q Right. Did you talk about trying to nake that
county whol e as part of the enacted plan?

A | don't recollect a conversation about trying
to make Newt on County whole. And both of the senators
who represent it do a lot of work in that county, so
they -- neither of them nentioned trying to give it up.

MR. CANTER: How | ong have we been goi ng?

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: 36 mi nut es.

MR. CANTER: I'mgoing to provide to the court
reporter Exhibit -- what should be marked as Exhibit 11.
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sequence, SO...

A | under st and.
Q Yes. | just wanted to ask, you spoke at one
poi nt about communities of interest and how you -- about

how you i nplenent that as a map drawer. And just a
coupl e of follow up questions about that.

Could a city or town or sort of geographic
community be a community of interest?

A It could be if they defined thenselves or felt
that they were a comunity of interest.

Q And let nme back up for a second. Would it be
fair to say that a comunity of interest is a community
of some shared interest that's capable of representation?

A Are you -- you're saying to define a comunity
of interest?

Q Yeah.

A  Yes. | think that that's nore or less what it
woul d be, sonething that has a shared resource or a

shared i nterest of sonme sort.

Q It could be a shared econom c or conmmerci al
interest?

A Yes.

Q It could be -- 1 think you nentioned this

earlier, but it could be a connection to a certain, you

know, road or transportation infrastructure?
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A  Transportation sonetines, but | think nore
often than not, comunities of interest are sharing

sonmet hi ng nore, yeah, a little bit nore connecting, |

t hi nk.
Q It could be a shared interest in a school
syst enf?
A Yes.
Q It could be shared characteristics of people in

a comunity, folks that work in the sane place or have
simlar needs?

A Sure. There are a lot of ways to define it, |
t hi nk.

Q Wuld you consider netropolitan or mcropolitan
statistical areas, those areas that are defined by the
Census, as potential communities of interest?

A Not really. Those are a little |arger than
what | would think of as a community of interest.

Q Okay. And is it possible when you are thinking
about communities of interest, to take into account al
of the different communities of interest that m ght
possi bly exist in an area?

A Could you say that one nore tinme?

Q Is it possible to take into account all the
different communities of interest that you mght find or

that m ght exist in an area or --
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A Yeah, | think --

Q ~-- on a map?

A |'"'mnot sure I'mclearly understandi ng the
question, but I think there are possible ways where
communities of interest m ght overlap in certain areas.
It could be because they're different -- there are
different shared interests in a simlar area, so it's
very hard to gauge exactly what one m ght and define as a
community of interest. Because in one case they m ght
define thensel ves as that here, and then other people in
that sanme community m ght not define thenselves as a
communi ty.

Q Oay. | don't -- 1 don't think I have --
actually have any ot her questions, but thank you so nuch,
Ms. Wi ght.

A  Thank you. Hope you feel better.

MR. SAVI TZKY: Thanks.

MR. JAUGSTETTER: Okay. Anybody el se on Zoonf?
Ckay. Anybody else in the roonf

MR. TYSON: | have sonme questions. |If | can

just grab your m crophone.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. TYSON:

Q Al right, Ms. Wight. Good afternoon.
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