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THE FUTURE OF WHAT’'S HAPPENING NOW

Blacks in State Legislatures: A State-by-State Map

Just under 10 percent of the nearly 7,500 legislators serving in
America’s state houses are Black, and only 13 are Republicans.

January 13,2021 e Carl Smith

Del. Joe Lindsey, D-Norfolk, speaks at a press conference by the Virginia Legislative Black Caucus on the first
day of the General Assembly, Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020.
TNS

America will have its first woman of color in the White House beginning on
Jan. 20 and during her campaign, Kamala Harris shared her plans to “stand
for Black Americans.” There’s hope that, under the new president, it will be
possible for parties to begin to work together to heal and unite Americans.
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There is a shortage of voices from the Black community in state legislatures
to take on this work.

Less than 10 percent of the legislators in state bodies are Black. Most
strikingly, there are only 13 Black Republicans among the more than 7,500
men and women serving as state senators or representatives.

ADVERTISEMENT

African American representation was 9 percent in 2015, according to
Amanda Zoch, a policy analyst at the National Conference of State
Legislators. Twenty-five states have seen their percentages of Black
lawmakers inch upward since then, though Black Americans are still
underrepresented compared to their share of the population.

"Maryland has the largest African American presence, at 29 percent, and
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Black lawmakers make up at least a quarter of the legislatures in Georgia,

Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina,” says Zoch.
Note: Hover over the map below to see the numbers by state, and click on
the state to see the names of the legislators and their party affiliation. After

clicking on a single state, reload the page to return to the complete map.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Black State Legislators

Search by name...
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GA Sen. Tonya Anderson (D-GA-043)
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Democrat

GA Sen. Gloria Butler (D-GA-055)

Democrat

GA Sen. Gail Davenport (D-GA-044)

Democrat

GA Sen. Sonya Halpern (D-GA-039)

Democrat

GA Sen. Ed Harbison (D-GA-015)

Democrat

GA Sen. Kim Jackson (D-GA-041)

Democrat

GA Sen. Lester Jackson (D-GA-002)
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Democrat

Powered by Quorum. Map will update automatically.
Editor's Note: Due to inaccuracies in the data provided by Quorum, we have
updated the list to reflect corrections that have been made.
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Carl Smith

Carl Smith is a senior staff writer for Governing and covers a broad range of
issues affecting states and localities. He can be reached at
carl.smith@governing.com or on Twitter at @governingwriter.

SEE MORE STORIES BY CARL SMITH

|
Special Projects

Let’s put smart

Local.US to work."

Innowvative cloud resources for medium
and small sized cities and counties,

Engage citizens, personalize
services and change lives.

Simplify the entire grants process
with our innovative software and services

.

Sponsored Stories

https://www.governing.com/now/blacks-in-state-legislatures-a-state-by-state-map.html 5/6



12/31/21,1:38PM  Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ DeeusneniétQqaBturkstle didklsil StaMalPage 7 of 7
w

2021  GOV:RNING

GOV

THE FUTURE

https://www.governing.com/now/blacks-in-state-legislatures-a-state-by-state-map.html 6/6



	Ex 32.pdf
	AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES
	AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES
	Plaintiffs’ claims are barred by the Eleventh Amendment sovereign immunity.
	Plaintiffs’ claims are barred by the Eleventh Amendment sovereign immunity.
	Plaintiffs fail to state a claim on which relief can be granted.
	Plaintiffs fail to state a claim on which relief can be granted.
	PRAYER FOR RELIEF
	PRAYER FOR RELIEF
	Blank Page




