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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON
ANNI E LO' S GRANT, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
VS. ClVIL ACTION FI LE NO.:
1:22- CV-00122- SCJ

BRAD RAFFENSPERGER, in his
of ficial capacity as the
Georgia Secretary of State,

et al.,
Def endant s.

(Appear ance via Video Conference)

DEPCSI TI ON OF: EUNI CE SYKES

DATE: Decenber 14, 2022

TI MVE: 10: 00 a. m

LOCATI ON: Honme of Eunice Sykes
I
Locust Grove, Georgia

TAKEN BY: Counsel for the Defendants

REPORTED BY: Mary K. Stepp, Court Reporter

(Appearance via Video Conference)
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202.968. 4490
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678. 336. 7249
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MR. JACOUTOT: And this is Bryan
Jacoutot for the State Defendants. | just want to
put on record that an associate in our firm Hannah
Cl app, who has not yet namde an appearance in the
case, will be taking today's deposition. And | just
want to confirmw th opposing counsel that that's
okay with them

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: Ckay with us.

MR. JACOUTOT: Great. Thank you. [1'1]
give it to you, M. Clapp.

MS. CLAPP: Thank you. This will be the
deposition of Ms. Eunice Sykes taken by Defendant,
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, and nenbers of
the State El ection Board for the purposes of
di scovery and all purposes all owed under the Federal
Rul es of Civil Procedure.

Al'l objections except those going to the
form of the question and the responsiveness of the
answer are reserved until trial or the first use of
t he deposition.

Are those stipul ations agreeable to you?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: Plaintiffs agree.

MS. CLAPP: Thank you. How do you wi sh to
handl e si gnature?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  We'l | review and sign

Veritext Lega Solutions
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M5. CLAPP: Okay. Great. Thank you.
EUNI CE SYKES,

havi ng been duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. CLAPP:
Q Good norning, Ms. Sykes. M nane's Hannah
Clapp. |I'man attorney with the law firm of Tayl or
English Duma. As you know, |I'man attorney for the

def endants in this matter. The purpose of this

deposition is not to confuse you. So if | ask you a

gquestion that you don't understand, can we agree that

you will let me know?
Yes.
Q Great. For the court reporter, please

speak clearly and | oud enough so that she can hear
you, and be sure to say yes and no, as opposed to
uh- huh or shaking your head yes or no. And try to
gi ve audi bl e answers as opposed to, |like |I nmentioned,
noddi ng. Do you understand?

A Yes.

Q It's inmportant that we al so not speak at

the sanme tine, especially since we are doing this

over Zoom So please wait until | finish ny question

before you answer.

If we need a break, please |let ne know.

800.808.4958
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But I'll ask you to answer the |ast question before

we take that break.

We al so ask that you not have any
el ectronic devices avail abl e during your deposition,
i ncl uding your cell phone, e-mail, iPad, your Wordl e,
you know, anything like that. Do you have all that

cleared fromyour desk?

A Yes.
Q Okay. Geat. Thank you. And certainly
you' |l need to keep Zoom open on your conputer, but

do you agree not to have your cell phone on and your
e-mail, text nmessaging, social media open during your

deposition?

A. Yes.
Q Perfect. Geat. [|I'mgoing to share ny
screen now, if you'll give me just a nonent.

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for
I dentification.)

BY MS. CLAPP:

Q Ms. Sykes, can you see ny screen?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Does this look like the notice to
take your deposition that you were served, | think it

was probably Monday?

A. Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q "Il scroll to the second page as well.

Does this | ook accurate?
Yes.
Q Ckay. Geat. [|'ll stop sharing.

So just a couple prelimnary questions.

be in trial or another deposition?

A Yes.

Q And in what setting was that?

A It was 20 years ago in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Q Okay. Was that for a trial or a

A A deposi tion.

Q Do you renenber what that case was about?
A It was a car accident.

Q It was a car accident. Was that your only

A Yes.

Q So this will be your second deposition in
entire |ife?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And have you taken any nmedi cations

woul d keep you fromfully and truthfully

A. No.

800.808.4958
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Q And are -- do you have any nedi cal
conditions that will also keep you fromfully and

truthfully participating in today's deposition?

A No.

Q Have you ever been involved in any prior
| awsui ts, whether that be you or a famly menber, in
any election-rel ated cases?

A No.

Q And have you ever made any prior clains,
whet her that be you or a famly nmenber, in any

el ection-related scenario or clainf

A. No.

Q Have you ever been charged with a crinme?

A. No.

Q Have you ever been arrested?

A. No.

Q And, al so, have you ever been convicted of
a crime?

A No.

Q Ckay. Perfect. And wthout going into

any of the details of anything that you' ve ever
di scussed with your attorney, have you discussed this
case with anyone other than your |awer?

A No.

Q Have you di scussed this deposition with

Veritext Lega Solutions
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anyone other than your |awer?

A No.

Q It's probably not fun party banter, right?

A. |''m sorry?

Q Did you review anything to prepare for
this deposition?

A. No. | talked to ny attorney.

Q Okay. Did you review the Conplaint or the
Second Anmended Conpl ai nt ?

A Yes. Yes.

Q Did you review one or both?

A One.

Q Okay. Was it the Second Anended
Conpl ai nt ?

A Yes.

Q Thank you. Did those docunents help you
refresh your recollection as to the events that you
wll testify as to here today?

A Yes.

Q And do you have any docunents or notes
with you today?

A No.

Q Do you have any notes or nmenos or other
docunents that relate in any way to this case?

A No.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Q So nothing that you have previously
provi ded to your attorney?

A No.

Q Rel ative to -- okay. All right. Now I
need to go into sone background about you, M. Sykes.
Can you give nme your full nanme and current address
for the record?

A. Euni ce Sykes, |G |ocust
G ove, Georgia IR

Q Al right. Since we're doing a Zoom
deposition, can you state for the record the address
fromwhich you' re taking your deposition?

A. I  Locust Gove, Ceorgia
I

Q Okay. Geat. Thank you. And how | ong
have you |ived at that address?

A. 17 years.

Q 17 years. That's a long tine.

A. It is.

Q Do you like living down there?

A | do.

Q Al right. So, what year would you say
you noved in? Attorneys are notoriously bad at nmath.
So if you would just state for the record what year
you noved in.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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A 2006.
Q 2006. And what nonth was that?
A July.
Q July. And before 2006, were you still in

the state of Georgia?

A No.

Q Where did you nove fronf?

A Pennsyl vani a.

Q What part of Pennsyl vani a?
A. Pi tt sbur gh.

Q Were you just noving to get

col d weat her?
A | was retiring.

Q Retiring. Congratul ations,

It's been several years. Wat made you pick Georgia?

A. Better weat her.

Q For the npbst part, other than these gray,

rai ny days.

A We have nore sunny, blue sky days here

t han we do rainy days.

Q Yeah, that's true. Have you resided at

any ot her addresses in Locust G ove or

away fromthe

even t hough

Henry County?

A No.
Q And just to state for the record, your
address, is it located in Henry County, Georgia?
Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Yes.
Q Thank you. So during the tinme that you've

lived in Georgia, have you ever split your tine
bet ween residences? For instance, were you -- did
you have a honme here, while you also had a honme in

Pennsyl vania or --

A. Can you excuse ne for one m nute?
Q Yes, ma'am
A. I"msorry. | had the coffee pot on and it

was about to go off.

Q Oh, that's okay. 1'll repeat ny question.
A Okay.
Q During the tine that you've lived at your

residence in Henry County, did you ever split tine
bet ween resi dences, say here and Pennsyl vani a, or
were you solely here in CGeorgia?

A | split tinme between here and

Pennsyl vani a - -

Q Ckay.

A -- for three nonths.

Q What was that last bit?

A For three nonths.

Q For three nmonths. And what tine period
was that?

A That was the summer of '06.

800.808.4958
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Q Why were you splitting tine between
Pennsyl vani a and Ceorgi a?

A. I was finishing up sone work fromthere.

Q VWhat kind of work were you finishing?

A. I was in purchasing supply chain.

Q Who was that with?

A PNC Bank.

Q Okay. I'Il ask you a little bit nore
about that later. I'mvery interested in your --
your background. | saw that you were an aut hor
online. So | -- loads of questions for you.

So, do you own the property in Henry
County?

A Yes.

Q Have you owned it since 20067

A Yes.

Q Has anyone el se owned the property with
you?

A Yes.

Q And who is the other owner?

A. John Sykes.

Q So, at the time of filing the initial
Conpl ai nt, which would have been January 11th, 2022,
was your Henry County residence your sol e residence?

A Yes.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Q Ckay. And do you own any ot her
properties?

A No.

Q | can see that your attorney is not there
with you, but is there anyone else there with you?

A No.

Q Okay. Al right. M. Sykes, can you tell
nmne a little bit about your educational background?

A. | have a master's degree in curriculum and
I nstruction, University of Dayton.

Q " msorry, could you repeat what your

master's is in?

A Curriculum and instruction.

Q Okay. Were you an educator at one point?

A Briefly.

Q Briefly. How |long was that?

A. Four years.

Q Uhm sorry about that. What l[evel did you
teach?

A Hi gh school .

Q Al right. And where did you go to high
school ?

A. In Weirton, West Virginia.

Q Coul d you spell that for nme?

A We-i-r-t-o-n.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Chi cago State University.
Q
extrenmely cold and then you ended up in Georgia. It

makes sense now.

A.
Q
busi ness education and your master's in curriculum
and instruction, do you have any ot her education?
A
Q
li ke certificates or anything |ike that?
A
Q
A

o » O > O

Page 14
West Virginia?
Uh- huh.
And what year did you graduate?
1965.
And where did you attend undergraduate?

West -- well, nmy undergrad degree is from

So you lived everywhere possible that it's

(Nods head.)

What year did you graduate from Chi cago

1975.
And what was your undergrad degree in?
Busi ness educati on.

Ckay. Aside fromyour bachelor's in

No.

Do you have any ot her kind of training,

No.
Do you have any kind of teaching license?

| used to. No.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Used to. What tinme period?
A. The tinme that | was teaching, '75 through
' 80.
Q Okay. Al right. Now I'd |like to ask

about your enploynent history. Can you start from

the very begi nning? Wat was your first job?

A. I worked for Weirton Steel Corporation as
a clerk.

Q What ki nd of conpany was that?

A St eel manuf acturing.

Q Steel. Ckay. And what tinme period were

you there as a clerk?

A. Uhm | went back and forth with that

So ny first tine here it was |like 1966 through ' 68,

sonething like that.

Q What was the other job you were back and

forth between?

A. Then | got nmarried and noved away. And |

came back and | worked for them again.

Q Where did you nove to, whenever you got
married?

A Tennessee.

Q VWhat part of Tennessee?

A Nashvi || e.

Q And what tinme period was that?

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



N

A W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ Document 174 Filed 03/17/23 Page 16 of 75

Eunice Sykes December 14, 2022
Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.
Page 16
A "69 through ' 71.
Q Al right. So when you cane back from

Nashvill e, you were working at Weirton Steel

Cor poration, did you cone back as a clerk?

r k

A When | came back, | didn't go back to wo
then. | was going -- | was on ny way to California.
Q Okay. And what part of California?

A Cakl and.
Q And what time period?
A. Um '69, '70. M ght have been -- '70,

think it was, through '72.
Q Were you wor ki ng, when you were in

California?

A No.

Q Okay. So after you were living in
Cakl and, California -- Oakland, California, where did
you nove?

A Chi cago.

Q And is this when you enrolled in your
master's progranf?

A No.

Q Is this when you enrolled in your business
educati on progrant?

A I was finishing up ny business education
program

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Q
the tine or

A
Q

you told nme, you went directly to your

programright after your

correct?
A.
Q
A
Q
do in that

master' s?
A

conpany.
Q

after steel

o » O » O > O 2P

Okay. Was your husband
was he wor ki ng?

He was wor ki ng.

All | ooks

right. So it

No, | worked sone years.
Ckay.

And then
What did you -- what

time period between your

| was back in the steel

Okay. Al right. Wat was your next job
manuf act uri ng?

Teachi ng.

Teachi ng?

Uh- huh.

Did you |like teaching?

| did.

VWhat made you want to give it up?

My daughter got sick

Ch, I"'msorry to hear that. | know how

bachel or's program

got a bachelor's --

ki nd of work did you

Page 17
al so in school at
i ke, from what

master's
is that

master's.

bachel or's and

manuf act uri ng

800.808.4958
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Il mportant it is to take care of famly.

A. It is.

Q So what tinme period did you retire from
t eachi ng?

A | left teaching -- that woul d have
been '90 -- no, that wasn't '90. It was in the '80s.

Q Okay.

A Early '80s, late '70s.

Q And where were you living, at the tinme?

A In Weirton, West Virginia.

Q And what time period did you nove from
Weirton?

A | left Weirton in '81.

Q Al right. And where did you go after
that? | don't think you've told ne yet.

A Ci nci nnati, Onhio.

Q Cincinnati. And what were you doing in
Ci nci nnati ?

A I was working as a consultant. And then |
wor ked for gas and el ectric conpany.

Q And what tinme period was this?

A. Say that again?

Q What tinme period was this?

A It was '81 through 2000.

Q So you were living in Cincinnati from

Veritext Lega Solutions
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about '81 to 20007

A Let me get that straight. | was in
Cincinnati for 16 years.

Q Uh- huh.

A Okay. So that would have been through
2000, yes.

Q Okay. So you noved there in about '84?

A Yeah, that's right.

Q Okay. See, | can do sone math.

A. (Nods head.)

t hat made you nove?

o » O » O > O P

were you a

O > O

Al right. 2000. What's going on in 2000

Got a job in Texas.

What kind of job did you get?

I was working for an internet conpany.

Do you renmenber which conpany?

It's called Pentel os (ph).

And what tinme period were you there?

Uhm 2000 to about 2003, 2004.

What were you doing for thenf? You said --
consul tant ?

It was internet e-commerce.

Okay. |Is that when you | eft Texas, 20037
Yes.

And where did you go after that?

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
770.343.9696



(o2 I & 2 B S “S L \)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ Document 174 Filed 03/17/23 Page 20 of 75

Eunice Sykes December 14, 2022
Pendergrass, Coakley, et al. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.
Page 20

A. | came to Kentucky.

Q What part of Kentucky?

A Uni on.

Q So from 2003 to about what year were you
living in Union, Kentucky?

A Uhm 2005, maybe. 2005.

Q And what were you doing for work in
Kent ucky?

A | was a consultant.

Q For what kind of conpany?

A. It was a construction conpany.

Q You' ve been in all kinds of industries.

What's your favorite one so far?
A Retirenment.

Q Retirenment. Good answer.

Okay. So after you were a consultant for

a construction conpany in 2005, did you | eave

Kent ucky?
A Yes.
Q Okay. \Where did you go after that?
A. Pennsyl vani a.
Q And did you go straight to Pittsburgh?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And how | ong were you in

Pi ttsburgh?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Two years.

Q So 2005 to about 20077

A Yes.

Q And then that's when you noved to Ceorgia?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And what were you doing in
Pittsburgh?

A I was working for PNC Bank.

Q And you noved to Georgia for work as wel | ?

A. No, | noved to Ceorgia because | left the
wor kf or ce.

Q Okay. Al right. And did you resign from
nost of these positions or were you ternmi nated from
any of thenf

A | resigned from nost of them

Q Do you renmenber which ones you were
term nated fronf

A | was laid off.

Q Ckay.

A From the internet position.

Q Did they tell you why you were laid off?

A. Internet. In the early 2000s.

Q Yeah, kind of a weird tine period --
interesting tinme period to be working for an internet
conpany.
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Al right. And were you part tinme or full

time for these positions?

A I was full tine.

Q For all of then

A Yes.

Q Al right. Mving on to your voter
regi stration history. Even nore exciting than your
enpl oynent history. Are you registered to vote in
Georgi a?

A Yes.

Q Do you renenber where you registered to
vot e?

A Henry County.

Q Was it in person, by mail?

A I n person.

Q Okay.

A Likely. It may have been by mail.

Q Did you register when you i nmedi ately got
to CGeorgia?

A Yes.

Q So you registered in 20077

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did you ever register anywhere el se
you |ived?

A. | have probably registered wherever |'ve
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i ved.

Q Ckay.

A uhm - -

Q Can you say with certainty any of the
| ocations in particular?

A No, | cannot say with certainty.

Q Okay. And are you registered to vote at
your current address?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And do you know what district

you resided in before the recent redistricting took

effect?
A. No.
Q And have you voted in each election since

you' ve been registered to vote in Georgia?

A. Yes.

Q So have you voted in the presidenti al
primary el ections?

A Yes.

Q Have you voted in general primary

el ecti ons?

A Yes.

Q Have you voted in special elections?

A Yes.

Q And do you know what precinct you voted in
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for the Novenber 2022 el ection?
A. | don't know, no.
Q | don't think I'd know ny precinct off the

top of nmy head either. And how about the runoff,

you know the precinct for that?

A Sanme precinct.

Q And do you renenmber what kind of |ocation
it was?

A. It was the library.

Q The library. Vhich library?

A. It was actually the voter office on

Atl anta Street and McDonough, because | early voted.

Q For both the regular election and the
special -- the runoffs?

A (Nods head.)

Q Ckay. We already covered this, | think,

but have you voted in any other state?

A Yes.

Q Whi ch st ates?

A Most of them

Q And can you recall any years those voter

regi strati ons were active?

A. | don't under st and.

Q So, the previous states that you've lived

in, do you know what years those voter registrations
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woul d have been active?

A My voter registration?

Q Yes, ma' am

A | cannot recall

Q Do you recall being generally active in
voti ng?

A Yes.

Q So when you noved to Georgia, your voting

habits didn't change?

A. No.

Q You continued to stay active?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. And would those registrations be
under your name, Eunice Sykes, or would they be under
a different name, say before you got married or
anything like that?

A Yeah, they could be under other nanes.

But they have been under Eunice Sykes for the last 17

years.
Q Do you know what nanes they could possibly
be under?
A Yes.
Q What nanes woul d t hose be?
A. Uhm West, We-s-t. Lawer, L-a-wy-e-r.
Q Any ot hers?
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A No.
Q Ckay. Thank you. All right. Moving on

to your political affiliations. Are you currently
I nvolved in any political or activist organizations?
A No.
Q So you have no | eadership positions or
anything like that?
A No.
Q Okay. Do you consider yourself to be a

menber of the Denocratic party?

A Yes.

Q And since when?

A. Al my life.

Q And have you held any | eadership positions

in the Denocratic party?

A. No.

Q Have you served on any commttees for the
Denocratic party?

A No.

Q Have you participated in any activities of
t he Denocratic party?

A No.

Q Have you ever considered yourself to be a
menber of the Republican party?

A. No.
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Q And is it fair to say you generally
support Denocratic candi dates for election here in
Georgi a?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever voted for a Republican
candi dat e?

A No.

Q And have you ever been a nenmber or held a
position in any other political party?

A No.

Q Have you worked on any political
canpai gns?

A No.

Q Ms. Sykes, you're making this easy for ne.
Are you involved with any voter advocacy groups?

A No.

Q Sorry. Could you repeat that?

A No.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Al right. Now,
t al ki ng about your case. When did you first |earn
about this [awsuit?

A. Probably back in the sumrer.

Q Sumrer of what year?

A 2022.

Q To confirm the Conplaint was filed in

Veritext Legal Solutions
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January of 2022, correct?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And you found out about the | awsuit

in the summer of 20227
A It was sonetine during this year.

know for sure.

Q Okay. And who did you | earn about the
suit fronf

A. | got an e-mail. O it mght have been a
phone call. |'msorry.

Q Can you descri be the phone call? As |ong

as it's not fromyour attorney or any attorney that

you' ve hired, can you describe the phone call?

A I don't know who called. They identified

t hensel ves, they tal ked about the case, they asked ne

If I had any feelings about it. | said, Yes,

support what you're doing. And that was pretty nuch

the nature of the call, if that was a call.
Q What happened after that?
A Then there was sone subsequent

conmuni cations. Mstly e-mails.

Q Do you renenber who you were e-mailing
with?

A The latter part, | was e-mailing with ny
attorney.

800.808.4958
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Q Ckay. Do you know if the person that

called you was with a particular political party or
vot er advocacy group?

A | don't renenber. It was probably -- it
was probably froman attorney's office.

Q Why do you say that?

A. | don't answer all ny phone calls.
think this one had an ID on it.

Q So you saw it was froman attorney's
of fice and you picked up the phone?

A Yes.

Q So what made you decide to sign on and sue
the Secretary of State?

A Because | recogni zed sone of the voter

irregularities that were going on.

Q Can you el aborate?
A The shutting down -- making it hard for
others to vote, for people -- marginalized

I ndividuals were finding it hard to vote and were
getting discouraged. And | witnessed that. So |
t hought it was a worthy cause.

Q Did you do any research concerning the
i ssues in this case before signing on?

A No. | was aware of what was goi ng on.

Q Al right. |Is there any kind of contract

800.808.4958
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for you signing on to this case?

A Say that again.

Q Is there any kind of contract for you
signing on to this case?

A No.

Q Are you being paid?

A No.

Q Have you received anything of value in

exchange for your participation as a plaintiff in
this case?

A. No.

Q Al right. M. Sykes, I'd like to share

nmy Sscreen again.
(O f-record discussion.)
MS. CLAPP: Now I'm displaying for
Ms. Sykes the Second Amended Conplaint, which I'd

like to mark as Exhibit 2.

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 was marked for

I dentification.)

BY MS. CLAPP:

Q Ms. Sykes, have you seen this docunent
before? 1'll scroll through it before you answer,
you'll give ne just a nmonent.

Your nane is in paragraph 16. Have you

seen this docunent before?
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A Yes.

Q Ckay. \When did you see it?

A Uhm probably within the |last nonth or so.

Q Sois it safe to say you saw it in the
nont h of Novenber?

A Yes.

Q And have you read this docunment in its
entirety?

A No.

Q So you don't know the specifics of the
al l egations contained in this docunment?

A. I -- | know the general specifics, yes.

Q Okay. Would you describe the general
all egations made in the conplaint, as to your
under st andi ng?

A Umm this is about redistricting, draw ng

| i nes across the state that make it difficult for

mnorities to show up to vote. And it nakes it

difficult for themto be a part of the voter process

by way of certain things that are happening. Like

standing in long lines and not being able to take

breaks, that sort of thing.

Q Are you at a mninumfamliar with this

paragraph in which you're nentioned, this paragraph

167
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A. Yes.
Q And woul d you agree with its

representations of your position in this matter?

A. Yes.

Q Now, did you reach out to any |egislators

during the 2021 special session concerning the

redistricting issues raised in your conplaint?

A No.
Q How about before the special session?
A. I am a nmenber of an organization that

stays in touch with our |egislators on the various

I ssues in the State of Georgi a.

Q VWhat organi zation would that be?
A It's a sorority.
Q Okay. \What sorority is that?
A Al pha Kappa Al pha sorority.
Q Do you hold any | eadership positions with
t henf
No.
And what year did you becone a nenber?
A |"ve been a nenmber all ny life. For
years.
Q Is that something you joined in undergrad?
No. Grad.
Q Oh, you were a grad. Sorry.
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A And | didn't join. You don't join a
sorority.

Q How di d you becone a nenber?

A You are selected and invited to becone a
menber .

Q Okay. Thank you for clarifying that. |

wasn't sure how that process worked.

Al right. So you nentioned that you
were -- the organization, Al pha Kappa Al pha..

THE REPORTER: |I'msorry. M. Clapp, ny
internet just froze on ne and so | mssed what you
just said.

MS. CLAPP: Ckay. | had asked Ms. Sykes
I f the organi zati on Al pha Kappa Al pha was involved in
reaching out to legislators. She responded and said
that that was one of the things -- one of the nmany
t hi ngs that they do.

BY MS. CLAPP:

Q Is that correct, M. Sykes?
Yes.
Q Okay. Thank you. And do you know who

Al pha Kappa Al pha woul d have reached out to?
A No.
Q Do you know who at Al pha Kappa Al pha woul d

have reached out to soneone?
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A We have various commttees that are

charged to work in various community service
organi zations. So we have ties to our state
| egi sl ators, state congressnen.

Q Can you descri be what you nmean by you have
ties to thenf

A. | said they, we. The organi zation has
t hose ties.

Q But can you descri be how the organization
has ties?

A. So, we have a day at the capitol and each
of us is invited to stay in touch with our |ocal
officials. W have |local officials who are nenbers
of the sorority. That's it.

Q It's really great that you guys stay so
i nvolved. | know a | ot of people join sororities in
coll ege and as a graduate, and that's the only tine
t hey spend with that organization. So it's great
t hat you spend tine devel opi ng that and conti nui ng
with the m ssion.

Do you know i f anyone from Al pha Kappa
Al pha testified in the Georgia assenbly on these
redistricting issues?

A No.

Q And did you personally attend any hearings
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in the Georgia legislature pertaining to
redistricting?

A No.

Q And did you attend any ot her neetings
concerning redistricting in 2021?

A No.

Q And do you know what the term "comunity
of interest" neans?

A. Say that again.

Q Do you know what the term "community of
i nterest"” nmeans?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: |'m going to object to

the extent it calls for a legal conclusion. You can

answer .
BY MS. CLAPP:

Q Ms. Sykes, you can answer.

A. Do | know what the term "comunity of
I nterest"” nmeans?

Q Yes, ma' am

A Is that the question? | can guess at

It is an interest in the community activities.

it.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: Counsel, do you want to

stop sharing your screen?

MS. CLAPP: Thank you. | totally forgot.

Got carried away.
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BY MS. CLAPP:

Q Ms. Sykes, how woul d you descri be your
communi ty?

A It's a close-knit comunity. NMost people
know each other at |east by face. W're al
geographi c denocratic -- excuse ne, the denographics
are pretty simlar.

Q I n what way?

A. There are professionals who have noved

here from other areas, who come together to talk

about community issues and what to do about them

Q And where woul d you say you are fronf

A. I would say that | was fromthe Pittsburgh
ar ea.

Q Real ly? You're going to claimPittsburgh?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. What is that based on?

A That's where | spent the majority of ny
life, even though | traveled around. Locally, you
know, | like to just say that I'mfrom Georgia. But
peopl e al ways ask -- because so nany Georgi ans are
from sonepl ace el se -- where you were raised.

Q So you nmentioned you' re part of a

cl ose-knit community. Do you or have you

partici pated in any nei ghborhood or comrunity
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associ ati ons?
A Yes.
Q What kind of community associ ati ons?
A I'ma nmenber of my honeowners'

associ ati on.

Q Okay.

A I'"'ma nmenber of a church.

Q Where is that church | ocated?

A. I n McDonough, GCeorgi a.

Q About how far is that from your hone?
A M nut es.

Q M nutes. That's good. Are you very

active with thenf

A. Yes.

Q And are you very active with your
homeowners' associ ati on?

A. Yes.

Q Do you have a |l eadership role with the
homeowners' associ ati on?

A No.

Q Do you regularly attend any kind of church
servi ces at anot her place of worship?

A. No. You nean, besides the one | just
menti oned?

Q Yes, ma'am
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A No.

Q Okay. And are you involved with any
activities or groups with your church?

A Yes.

Q And what woul d those be?

A I"ma nmenber of the usher board. | ama
menber of the church anniversary. Those are ny
current roles.

Q Thank you. Are you involved with any
school associations or activities?

A. Any what ?

Q School associations or activities?

A School ?

Q School .

A Okay. No.

Q And you al ready nentioned you're not
i nvol ved with any | eadership positions with Al pha
Kappa Al pha; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. But you are involved?

A Yes.

Q And where are the Al pha Kappa Al pha
activities held?

A. I n Georgi a.

Q Is there a particular |ocation?
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A We're in Stockbridge.
Q ' msorry, could you repeat that?
A St ockbri dge and Ri verdal e.
Q Thank you. All right. Qutside of work

and church, where do you spend npbst of your tine?

A Home. |1'ma golfer.

Q A golfer. How did you get into golfing?
A My husband i ntroduced ne to the gane.

Q Ch, that's so nice. Soneone told ne once

it'"s really good to have a hobby wi th your partner,
so |'mglad you guys have golfing. But sonetines it
can be a bad thing if you're really good.

A. Well, he was smart enough to introduce ne

to the ganme, but to al so suggest that | take |essons.

Q Uh- huh.

A He's a wi se man.

Q Did you end up beating himnore often than
not ?

A No. | know how to play that gane.

Q Ckay. All right. Mwving on to ny next

section. Have you ever been prohibited from
regi stering to vote based on your race?

A No.

Q Have you ever been prohibited from

participating in the political process based on your

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696



N

A W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ Document 174 Filed 03/17/23 Page 40 of 75

Eunice Sykes December 14, 2022
Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.
Page 40
race?
A No.
Q Do you have any personal know edge of

di scrim nation by the governnment of Georgia against
menbers of a mnority group related to participation

in the denocratic process?

A. Can you repeat that?
Q Yes, ma'am It was a |long question, sorry
about that. Do you have any personal know edge of

di scrim nation by the governnent of Georgia against
menbers of a mnority group related to participation

in the denocratic process?

A Personal . No.

Q You stressed personal. Do you have ot her
know edge?

A It was repeating -- | was repeating

sonmet hi ng that you said. Personal know edge.

Q Got it.
A But, yeah, | do know of people who have
been -- they showed up to vote and they were told to

go to another precinct. And people don't understand

that. And they get upset. And those people often

end up not voting at all. A deterrent.
Q Why do you think they end up not voting?
A. Because they are disgusted that they've
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made the effort to come and vote where they thought
they were entitled, only to be told that they need to
go sonewhere else to vote. And they're often on
their

rain and the sleet and the cold, early nornings, al

way to work. O they've often stood in the

to get

wrong spot.

sonet hi ng that was recent.

Q

pol ari zed voting is?

certai n geographical area there are certain people
who vote there and there's an attenpt to change that.
And t hat,
where people, ny ethnicity, certain different
denogr aphi cs are voti ng.

Q
voters in CGeorgia generally vote for denocratic

candi dat es?

O > O

A

Q
A

inside and to be told that they're at the

you know, people | ook at the maps and see

Page 41

Di scour agi ng.
Was this recent?
Say that again.
Was this recent?

Wel |, that happens often. But, yeah,

Al right. Do you know what racially

I have a sense of what that is, yes.

What's your understanding of it?

When the voting nunbers show that in a

So is it, in your opinion, that black

800.808.4958
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A Yes.
Q I's that just from personal experience?
A Yes.
Q And do you personally know of any bl ack

voters who have told you that they have voted for
Republ i can candi dat es?
A Yes.
Q Al right. Do you know if Georgia uses a
majority vote requirenment in its elections?
A. | don't know what that neans.
MS. CLAPP: Ckay. All right. 1'm going
to use this as a quick stopping point. Can we take a
five-m nute break?
THE W TNESS: Yes. | was about to ask for
one. Thank you so mnuch.
(Recess was taken from 10:54 a.m to 11:02
a.m)
BY MS. CLAPP:
Ms. Sykes, thanks for com ng back.
Get squared away here. OCkay.

Ms. Sykes, are you ready?

> O > O

Uh- huh.
MS. CLAPP: Ckay. Ms. Stepp, |'mready
when you are.

THE REPORTER: | am |'m ready.
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BY MS. CLAPP:
Q Bef ore we took a short break, we were

tal king about the majority vote requirenments. So,
Ms. Sykes, the majority vote requirenent is when the
state requires just a sinple mgjority vote to pass a
measur e.
Whul d you agree that a majority vote

requirement is what led to the runoff in 20217

A Yes.

Q Okay. And that resulted in the el ection
of Senator Warnock and Senator Ossoff, correct?

A. Yes.

Q And those were candi dates that you
supported, correct?

A. Yes.

Q Hopefully this doesn't feel like too nuch
of a vocabulary quiz, but are you famliar with the

term "candi date slating process"?

A Candi dat e what ?

Q Candi date sl ati ng process.

A uhm no.

Q Okay. |It's nmentioned in your conplaint at

paragraph 34(d). Paragraph 34(d) states, "That one
of the Senate factors include the excl usion of

menbers of the mnority group from candi date sl ating
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processes. "

So the candi date slating process is where
a group of candidates run to -- basically in a
mul ti-position election on a conmmon platform  So, do
you think there is a candidate slating process in
Georgi a?

A. Yeah, I'm-- |I'"mpretty unclear about
t hat .

Q Okay. |If you don't know, | don't know is
a perfectly good answer.

A Okay.

Q So, do you know if there is a candidate
slating process in Georgia?

A I would guess that there is, but | don't
know.

Q Okay. And to your best guess, would
menbers of a mnority group have been deni ed access
to that process?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. So in your opinion does a |ack of
educati on keep people of color fromparticipating in

Georgia politics?

A. To sone extent, yes.
Q Can you explain in what way?
A. If candidates are in close connection with

800.808.4958
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people in their districts, then people may feel left
out of the process. O if advocacy groups don't
reach out into those comunities to educate, to raise
awar eness, then |I don't think we've done our job as
citizens in allowing that to happen.
We have open rural areas that don't have

the comuni cation tools that others have, that
prohi bits them fromtaking full advantage of all of
the information as well.

Q I mean, do you have any personal
experience or exposure to this?

A. No.

Q Do you believe that a | ack of enpl oynment
opportunities keep people of color fromparticipating

in Georgia politics?

A To sonme extent that could -- that could be
possi bl e.

Q What do you nean, "to sone extent"?

A Well, lack of enploynment opportunities can

be directly tied to a candidate's slate. And people
need to see and have hope that their situations are
going to get better. And -- but that's part of the
process. | think that could be inproved.

Q Do you have any personal experience with

this, whether that be yourself or friends?
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A Yeah. People need to be engaged early on,

and so those advocacy groups tend to want to nake
t hat happen.

Q How is that related to | ack of enpl oynent
opportunities, though?

A Because when a person doesn't feel hopeful
about their enploynment opportunities, then their m nd
is somewhere else. It's not on who the candi dates
are, unless that candidate is actively engaged in
trying to make that better for them |In that way
it...

Q Okay. Thank you. Does a |lack of access
to healthcare services, in your opinion, keep people

of color from participating in Georgia politics?

A. It could, yes.
Q How?
A Well, again, if there's no priority in

their admtting style that cones through el ected
officials, then that creates a barrier that soneone
or sonething needs to tackle.

Q Does this affect people of color in
particul ar?

A It coul d.

Q And do you have any personal experience of

this?

800.808.4958
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A No. No personal experience.
Q Ckay. And are you famliar with the term

"racial appeals,” when used in the context of

el ecti ons?

A Raci al ?

Q Raci al appeal s.

A No.

Q So you woul dn't be able to recognize it,

if you saw it?

A. Not unl ess soneone gave nme sone insight on

Q Al right. I think one exanple that has
been used in the news would be like Kelly Loeffler,
darkeni ng the skin of Senator Warnock to use a raci al
appeal to voters.

A. In a negative sense?

Q It can be a negative or a positive sense.
Do you have any understandi ng of how raci al appeal s
are used now?

A | can see how that would work, yes, yes.

Q Okay. Have you personally seen any
canpai gns in CGeorgia characterized by racial appeal s?

A. No, not personally. Huh-uh.

Q Are there any other racial appeals that

you know of ?

800.808.4958
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A Uhm no. | do recall hearing about one,

but I don't recall it off the top of ny head right
now.

Q Ckay. Have you seen a simlar treatnment
of -- well, | guess if you haven't seen other racial
appeal s, then you wouldn't have an answer to this
guestion. But for the record, have you seen the
simlar treatnment of Republican white and bl ack
candi dat es?

A. No.

Q Okay. We're getting close to the end, |
prom se. Do you know how many bl ack peopl e have run

for office in Georgia?

A. No.

Q Do you know how many bl ack peopl e have
been elected to office -- or public office in
Geor gi a?

A No.

Q Al right. And did you know that the

former Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court was
bl ack, and that position is an el ected one?

A No.

Q And then are you aware of in 2021, Senator
Warnock, a black candi date, was el ected statewide to

the United States Senate?
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A. Yes.
Q And then are you aware that Herschel

Wal ker, anot her bl ack candi date, ran on the
Republican ticket and was elected by a wwde margin in

t he Republican primary by exclusively Republican

voters?
A Yes.
Q Then are you aware that the United States

Senate is a statewide office and that both major
political parties were represented by black -- or by
peopl e who are bl ack?

A Yes.

Q Okay. This is where | want to hear a
little bit nore fromyou, Ms. Sykes. So, are there
any needs of the mnority community in Georgia that,
I n your opinion, differ fromthose of the white
resi dents of Georgia?

A My answer to that question would be, |
think if they were just equitably treated the sane
across the board, those needs woul d be net.

Q So you say if equitably treated, those
needs -- across the board, those needs would be net.
To what needs are you referring?

A The needs for fair enploynent, the need

for medical insurance, those things would be nore

800.808.4958
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accessi bl e.
Q And what are particular needs of the

mnority community in Georgia, in your view?

A Equi t abl e housi ng, equitable opportunities

for enpl oynment, equitable education, equitable

i nsur ance.
Q And what's that based on?
A. Educati on.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  (Obj ecti on, anbi guous.
BY MS. CLAPP:

Q Al right. Wat is your position that
equi tabl e housing is a particular need of the
mnority conmmunity in Georgia?

A Say that again.

Q So, your opinion is that one particular
need of the mnority community in Georgia is nore

equi t abl e housing. What is that based on?

A When you drive 75 North, you can see what

that's based on. You have pockets of poverty across

the city that are predom nantly African-Anmerican or
peopl e of color occupying it.
Q It's your position that one particul ar

need of the mnority community in Georgia is that

there's a need for nore equitable insurance. Wat is
t hat based on?
Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Yes. People are turned away every day for

not having insurance, until other resources becone

available to them |If the price of those other

resources were just put into nore equitable insurance

that would [ evel that playing field.

Q What ki nd of insurance are you referring

to?
A Medi cal insurance. For the nost part,
it's medical insurance.
MS. CLAPP: Al right. M. Sykes, I'm
going to take a quick break, confer with M.
Jacoutot, and | wll be right back.
THE WTNESS: Ckay. | can nute and --

do I --

MS. CLAPP: Yes, mm' am Pl ease do. Thank

you.
(Recess was taken from11:15 a.m to 11:17
a.m)
M5. CLAPP: Ms. Sykes, thank you so nuch
for your tinme today. | appreciate your thoughtful
responses to ny questioning. | knowit's probably

not the nost fun to sit through a deposition. So

appreci ate you taking the tinme out of your retirenent
schedule to sit with us today. And |I'm done with ny

guestioning, unless your attorney has anything el se.
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MS. RUTAHI NDURWA. | don't have any

questions. Thanks.
M5. CLAPP: Great. Thank you so mnuch.
(The witness, after having been advi sed of
her right to read and sign the transcript, does not
wai ve that right.)

(Deposition was concluded at 11:18 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, MARY K. STEPP, Notary Public for the State of

South Carolina at Large, do hereby certify that the
foregoing transcript is a true, accurate, and
conpl ete record.

| further certify that | amneither related to
nor counsel for any party to the cause pendi ng or
interested in the events thereof.

W tness ny hand, | have hereunto affixed ny
official seal this 30th day of Decenber, 2022, at
Canpobel | o, Spartanburg County, South Carolina.

Mary K. Stepp, Notary Public

My Comm ssion Expires:

March 1, 2028
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Makeba Rut ahi ndur wa
nr ut ahi ndur wa@l i as. | aw
Decenber 30t h, 2022

RE: Pendergrass, Coakley, Et Al. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

12/ 14/ 2022, Euni ce Sykes (#5624086)

The above-referenced transcript is available for
revi ew

Wthin the applicable tinmeframe, the w tness should
read the testinony to verify its accuracy. If there are
any changes, the wi tness should note those with the
reason, on the attached Errata Sheet.

The witness should sign the Acknow edgnent of
Deponent and Errata and return to the deposing attorney.
Copi es should be sent to all counsel, and to Veritext at

(cs-sout heast @eritext.com.

Return conpleted errata within 30 days from
recei pt of testinony.
If the witness fails to do so within the tine

allotted, the transcript my be used as if signed.

Your s,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Georgia Code
Title 9, Chapter 11

Article 5, Section 9-11-30

(e) Review by witness; changes; signing.

If requested by the deponent or a party before
completion of the deposition, the deponent shall
have 30 days after being notified by the officer
that the transcript or recording is available in
which to review the transcript or recording and,
there are changes in form or substance, to sign a
statement reciting such changes and the reasons
given by the deponent for making them. The office
shall indicate in the certificate prescribed by
paragraph (1) of subsection (f) of this Code
section whether any review was requested and, if
so, shall append any changes made by the deponent
during the period allowed. If the deposition is n
reviewed and signed by the witness within 30 days
of its submission to him or her, the officer shal
sign it and state on the record that the depositi
was not reviewed and signed by the deponent withi
30 days. The deposition may then be used as fully
as though signed unless, on a motion to suppress

under paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of Code

if

r

ot

1

on

n
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Section 9-11-32, the court holds that the reasons
given for the refusal to sign require rejection of

the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.




	Eunice Sykes
	Word Index
	All
	00122 - agree
	agreeable - candidate
	candidate - congratulations
	congressmen - doing
	drawing - froze
	full - husband
	identification - lessons
	level - moved
	moving - participated
	participating - purchasing
	purpose - responses
	responsiveness - specifics
	spell - three
	ticket - weather
	weird - zoom

	Alphabetical
	Numbers and Symbols
	00122 - agree

	A
	00122 - agree
	agreeable - candidate

	B
	agreeable - candidate

	C
	agreeable - candidate
	candidate - congratulations
	congressmen - doing

	D
	congressmen - doing
	drawing - froze

	E
	drawing - froze

	F
	drawing - froze
	full - husband

	G
	full - husband

	H
	full - husband

	I
	identification - lessons

	J
	identification - lessons

	K
	identification - lessons

	L
	identification - lessons
	level - moved

	M
	level - moved
	moving - participated

	N
	moving - participated

	O
	moving - participated

	P
	moving - participated
	participating - purchasing
	purpose - responses

	Q
	purpose - responses

	R
	purpose - responses
	responsiveness - specifics

	S
	responsiveness - specifics
	spell - three

	T
	spell - three
	ticket - weather

	U
	ticket - weather

	V
	ticket - weather

	W
	ticket - weather
	weird - zoom

	X
	weird - zoom

	Y
	weird - zoom

	Z
	weird - zoom






