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I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON
ANNI E LO' S GRANT, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
ClVIL ACTION FILE
VS.
NO. 1:22-CV-00122-SCJ
BRAD RAFFENSPERGER, in
his official capacity as
t he Georgia Secretary of
State, et al.,

Def endant s.

DEPQOSI TI ON OF ELBERT SOLOMON
TAKEN BY REMOTE VI DEOCCONFERENCE

December 9, 2022
2:10 p.m

REPORTED REMOTELY BY:
LAURA R. SINGLE, CCR-B-1343
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A PPEARANCES
(Al'l appearing remotely)

For the Plaintiffs:

MAKEBA RUTAHI NDURWA, ESQ.

Elias Law Group

1700 Seventh Avenue

Suite 2100

Seattle, Washington 98101
(206) 656-0177
mrut ahi ndurwa@el i asl aw. com

For the Defendants:

DI ANE LAROSS, ESQ.

DAN H. WEI GEL, ESQ.

Tayl or English Duma, LLP

1600 Parkwood Circle, S.E.

Suite 200

Atl anta, Georgia 30339
(678) 336-7228
dl aross@ ayl orenglish.com
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Il NDEX
EXAM NATI ON OF ELBERT SOLOVON PAGE
BY MS. LARCSS. . .. ... . . e 5
* * *

NUMBER DESCRI PTI ON PAGE
For the Defendants:
Exhibit 1 Def endants’ Notice to Take 9

t he Deposition of ElDbert

Sol onon
Exhi bit 2 Second Amended Conpl ai nt 39
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PROCEEDI NGS

(Pursuant to Article 10(B) of the Rules and
Regul ations of the Georgia Board of Court
Reporting, a witten disclosure statenent was
subm tted by the court reporter to all counsel
present at the proceeding.)

* * *
(The witness was sworn.)

MS. LARCSS: This will be the deposition of
El bert Sol onon, taken by notice and agreenent of
counsel. The deposition is taken by the
Def endants the Secretary of State Raffensperger
and nmenbers of the Georgia State El ecti on Board.

It is taken for the purpose of discovery and
all other purposes allowable by the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure.

Al l objections except those going to the
form of the question and responsiveness of the
answer will be reserved until the trial or first
use of the deposition, if that's agreeable to
you, Counsel.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Agr eed.

M5. LARCSS: Thank you.

And how woul d you and your client wish to

handl e revi ewi ng and signing the deposition?

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  We' ||l review and sign.
MS. LARCSS: Ckay. Thank you.
ELBERT SOLOVON,
Havi ng been first duly sworn to state the truth, was
exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. LARGCSS:

Q M. Sol onon, good afternoon. M nane is
Di ane LaRoss, as | nentioned earlier; and | along
with Dan Weigel -- you'll see he's also joining us
for the deposition. He's an attorney here at ny
office, and he represents the State defendants as
wel | .

So I"mjust going to go over with you a few
ki nd of ground rules for proceedi ng today, and then
we'll get into the questioning after that.

So, M. Sol onon, can you hear ne okay?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. Great. Perfect. And if you cannot,
pl ease | et ne know because | know being on Zoom it
makes it a little bit nore difficult than if perhaps
we were in person. So we'll need you to speak
clearly and loudly, and the purposes of that is so
that the court reporter can take down a clear and

accurate transcript of everything that's said today

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ Document 173 Filed 03/17/23 Page 6 of 88
Elbert Solomon December 9, 2022

Grant, Annie Lois, et al.v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 6

during your deposition.

So is that agreeable to you?

A. That's agreeabl e.

Q G eat .

Just one small point about that. Your
answers will need to be verbal, which you' ve just
done; but, you know -- so a nod of the head or shake
of the head can't quite be transcribed as well as a
verbal response. So |I'll need you to respond
verbally as appropriate to ny questions.

Is that agreeable to you?

A. That' s agreeabl e, yes.

Q Okay. Perfect. Sorry. Let ne just do
this. M sound went out for a nonent. Can you still
hear me, M. Sol onbn?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. | can hear you now.

A. Yes, yes, yes.

Can you hear ne?

Q Okay. | can. | apologize. W're going to
need to go off the record just for a second. [|I'm
going to have to put ny audio through ny phone
because there's sonething that's unstable on ny
conmputer and |I'mnot sure what that is. So if we

could just take a nonent. Sorry about that. M

Veritext Lega Solutions
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apol ogi es.
(A recess was taken.)
BY MS. LARGCSS:
Q Just to go on, we had begun with sone

i nstructions and just general guidelines for the
deposition. | would also ask that you and | not
speak at the same tine. So | would ask if you would
wait until ny question is conpleted before beginning
your answer. Again, that is going to enable the
court reporter to get a clear transcript fromtoday's
proceedi ng.
So is that agreeable to you?
A. Yes.
Q Okay. Also, if at any tinme you need to take
a break, that, of course, is entirely fine. | woul d
just ask that if we conplete whatever question is
before you at that point and then we can certainly
take a break if you |let us know that.
I's that al so agreeabl e?
A. Yes.
Q Thank you.
Lastly, we just ask that you not have any
el ectroni c devices avail abl e during your deposition.
Cbvi ously, you've got to keep Zoom on; but if you

could turn your phone off and not have your e-nmail

800.808.4958
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or text nessagi ng or social nmedia?

A. (I ndi cating.)

Q Great. | can see you turned your phone off.
Thank you very nmuch. | appreciate that. Sonetines
there can be -- you know, a lot of it affects the
sound and it also can be distracting. So | very nuch
appreciate that. Thank you, M. Sol onon.

| just wanted to ask you where are you

| ocated today in giving your deposition fronf

A. " mgiving ny deposition fromGiffin,
Georgi a.

Q And is that your office where you work?

A Yes.

Q Okay. |Is there anyone else in the roomwth

you today?

A No. In the office but not in the roomthat
"' min.

Q Okay. | know and there mi ght be a party
goi ng on out there, so --

A. Ri ght .

Q -- if things get loud, you can |et us know

that as well.
I know that you're represented by counsel in
this deposition, and she's al so appearing by Zoom is

that correct?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A. Correct.
Q I'mgoing to share ny screen with you and
hope that | can do this successfully. | just want to

show you what I'mgoing to mark as Exhibit 1. Let's
see. |'m about to share it.

(A discussion was held off the
record with the court reporter.)

MS. LAROCSS: The only exhibit I was going to
use, Counsel, is just the notice of deposition
and the nost current version of the conplaint.
That's really it we'll be using for today, and |
wonder if maybe we could agree -- and I'll send
you a copy and if you agree with the notice of
deposition that I'Il send to you and if you woul d
agree that it would be okay to mark that as
Exhibit 1 to the deposition.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Absolutely. That's okay.

MS. LARCSS: Ckay. Thank you.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: | think everyone el se can
see the docunent except for you.

Just for the record, | pulled up the notice
of deposition of Elbert Sol onon, taken Friday,
Decenber 9th at 2:00 p.m and dated Decenber 7th,
2022; and I'Il stop sharing nmy screen now.

MS. LARCSS: Okay. Perfect. That sounds

Veritext Lega Solutions
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exactly like the copy that | have as well. So
that will end up being marked as Exhi bit
Nunber 1.

BY MS. LAROCSS:

Q M . Sol onon, have you ever given a
deposition before?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever testified at trial?

A. No.

Q Have you taken any nedications today that
woul d keep you fromfully and truthfully
participating in today's deposition?

A. No.

Q And just to ask quickly, do you have any
medi cal condition that m ght keep you fromfully and
truthfully participating in the deposition today?

A. No.

Q Have you filed any other lawsuits in any
el ection-rel ated cases other than the one we're here
about today?

A. No.

Q How about any -- do you have any famly
menbers that have filed lawsuits in any
el ection-rel ated cases?

A. No.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Q Have you filed any prior clainms, you or your

famly menbers, on any election-related matters?

A. No.

Q Have you ever been charged with a crinme?

A. No.

Q So | woul d understand that you' ve never been

arrested. Whul d that be correct?

A. No, no. Yes, yes, | have never been
arrest ed.
Q | apol ogi ze. The way | asked the question

was confusing, so thank you for clarifying.
Have you di scussed this case with anyone

ot her than your attorney?

A. No; except for my personal counsel, ny
personal -- |'mtal king about Makeba and ny personal
attorney.

Q Okay. Other than -- is your persona

attorney also representing you in this litigation in
addition to your counsel here today or are they just
your personal |awer?

A It's my personal |awer that | seek | egal
counsel fromtinme to time, but they're not
representing me here today.

Q Ckay. Other than that person and your

counsel that's with you today, have you discussed the

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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case -- this case with anyone el se?

A. No.

Q Ot her than your attorney who's with you
today and the counsel that you nentioned, have you
di scussed your deposition with anyone el se?

A. No.

Q Did you review anything in preparation for
your deposition today?

A. Just the information that was provided to ne
by my attorney.

Q Was that just -- was that the notice of
deposition saying what day and tinme your deposition
woul d be?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. That's what we were discussing earlier, and
that's going to be marked as Exhibit 1 to your
deposi tion.

A Yes.

Q Any ot her -- have you reviewed anything el se
I n preparation for your deposition today other than

the notice that we've di scussed?

A. Rephrase the question, please.
Q. Sure.
["mjust -- ny questions are -- | just want

to find out if there's anything that you reviewed to

800.808.4958
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prepare for your deposition today. | know that you
menti oned that you | ooked at the notice of
deposition, and I was wondering if there was anything
el se that you reviewed in preparation for today's
deposition?

A No.

Q Do you have any notes or other nmenos or
docunents that relate in any way to this case?

A Only the docunents that have been provided
by ny attorney.

Q Okay. Thank you.

If you would, M. Sol onon, could you go

ahead and state your full name for the record?
El bert D. Sol onon.
What is your current address, sir?

I G ffin, Ceorgia, [
And is that in Spal ding County?

> O > 0O »

Yes.

Q How | ong have you lived at that | GGG
address?

A. Si x years.

Q Sorry. Can you say that again? | m ssed

A. Six years. Six years.

Q Ckay. Great. Thank you.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions
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| heard it that time | believe you said six
years.
That's correct.
Am | correct?

That's correct.

o > O »

Okay. Thank you.

How | ong have you lived in Spal ding County?
Si x years.

Okay. Are you from Georgi a?

No.

o > O »

Where are you originally fronf

A. Prentiss, Mssissippi. Prentiss,
P-R-E-N-T-1-S-S, M ssissippi.

Q Okay. And how long did you live in
M ssi ssi ppi ?

A. 30 years.

Q And when you left M ssissippi, where did you

A. Sunter County. Sunter County.

Q So that would be Sunter County here in
Georgi a?

A. Sunter County, Georgia. Anericus, Georgia,
Is the city.

Q And from when to when did you live in

Ameri cus, Georgia?

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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A Decenber 29, 2015.
Q I's that when you |l eft Anmericus, Georgia?
A. Correct.
Q Okay. Great.

And how | ong had you lived in Anericus,

Georgia, at the tine you noved fromthere?

A. 35 years.

Q And then you nentioned Decenber 29, 2015.
I s that when you noved to Spal di ng County?

A. Correct.

Q When you lived in Sunter County,
M. Solonmon, did you live at the sane address there
or did you live at several addresses?

A The sane address. Well, two addresses. |
lived in an apartnent for a couple of years and then
| purchased a hone, so two addresses.

Q What's the address of the home that you

pur chased --
A
Q -- in Sunter County?
A. I Acricus, Ceorgia, | --
Q That's okay. No worries if you can't

remenber the ZIP code. This isn't a test of your ZIP
codes or, in fact, a test of anything. | don't know

that | would renmenber ny previous ZIP code.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A
Q Wel | done.
And do you still own the home at QNN
Bl in Anericus?
A No.
Q Did you sell that property when you noved to
Spal di ng County?

A. Yes.

Q What occasi oned you to nove to Spal di ng
County?

A. | retired.

Q What had you choose Spal di ng County?

A. | nmoved to a 55-plus community, retirenent
conmuni ty.

Q. That's the |l 2ddress, correct?

A. Correct.

Q Do you own a home there or what is --

A. | own ny hone.

Q Ckay. | gotcha. Thank you, sir.

G her than your home on | do you

own any other property?
A Yes.
Q And what are those, sir?

A. I own a lot at | Ancricus,
Georgi a.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q You nentioned that's a lot. So there's not
a home on that lot. Wuld that be correct?

A. Correct.

Q Any ot her property, sir, that you own?

A. | own the property, but it's heirs’
property. M parents left us property. We have not
had it divided.

Q Ckay. Where is that property |ocated?

A In Prentiss, M ssissippi.

Q You nentioned that your parents left you
that property. Did they |eave that property to you
and siblings or just you al one?

A. Yes, siblings.

Q It was left to you and your siblings?

A. Correct.

Q Okay. | think you nentioned that that
property hasn't been divided anongst you?

A That's correct.

Q You-all own it jointly?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Do you own any other property that
you haven't nmentioned to us?

A. No.

Q ' mgoing to ask you about your education

just kind of briefly just to get a sense for where

Veritext Lega Solutions
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you attended for your education. |If you could let us
know, how far did you get in school?

A. | conmpleted college; a BS degree, a nmaster's

degree, and a BS degree in chem cal engineering.

Q And where did you conpl ete coll ege?

A. Uni versity of Southern Mssissippi. | got a
bachelor's and a master's in chemstry and math and a
BS in chem cal engineering from M ssissippi State
Uni versity.

Q And when did you receive your BA fromthe
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi in chemstry and
mat h?

A. In May 1972.

Q And at that tinme did you receive your degree
i n both chem stry and mat h?

A. Yes.

Q And then how about your -- | think you
menti oned you also got a master's fromthe University
of Southern M ssi ssippi ?

A. In 1975.

Q Okay. 1975. And was your master's in both
chem stry and mat h?

A It was in science education.

Q It sounds |like you went on for your master's

degree right out of college after you received your

800.808.4958
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BA; is that correct?

A. | took one year off.

Q Ckay. And what did you do during that year?

A. | taught school in the public schools in
M ssi ssi ppi .

Q Okay. What grades did you teach?

A Hi gh school .

Q And then | believe you nentioned that you
al so received a master's degree in chem cal
engi neering from M ssi ssi ppi State?

A. No; a BS, a BS degree.

Q Ckay. Okay. Sorry about that.

So a BS degree in chem cal engineering from

M ssi ssippi State. When did you get that degree,

sir?

A. 1980, May 1980.

Q Whil e you were attendi ng the University of
Sout hern M ssi ssippi, just generally were you

I nvol ved in any student organizations, civic

organi zations, or other kinds of activities like

t hat ?
A. Yes.
Q And what organi zations did you bel ong to?
A. An African-Aneri can student organi zation.
Q Any ot her organizations?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A No.
Q Any political organization while you were in
coll ege at --
A. No.
Q Sorry. |I'mgoing to ask the question again

because | asked it badly.
Did you participate in any political
organi zation while you were attendi ng coll ege at
M ssi ssi ppi State?
A No.
Q The University of Southern M ssissippi?
A. No.
Q Did you participate in any student
organi zations while you were at M ssi ssippi State?
A. No.
Q After receiving your bachelor's from
M ssi ssi ppi State, have you had any ot her education
or training?
A. Not coll ege-wse. On-the-job training.
Q Okay. And what types of training?
A Team bui |l ding training, |eadership training,

managenent training, all those.

Q Do you have any licensing or |icenses,
professional |icenses | should say?
A. Not active at this tinme. | was an educator

Veritext Lega Solutions
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and | had a teaching license when | was an educat or
for four years. They've expired.

Q Okay. You're retired, so that mkes
conpl ete sense then.

" mgoing to ask you about your enploynent.

So let's see. After leaving the University of
Sout hern M ssissippi, if you could tell us what your
first enpl oynment was then.

A | was a teacher.

Q And was that when you taught high school

t hat you nentioned earlier?

A. Yes.

Q And was that for one year?

A. | taught for four years.

Q What was your next enploynment after teaching

four years in high school?

A. After | conpleted ny engi neering degree, |
started working for Procter & Ganbl e.

Q And what year did you begin working for
Procter & Ganbl e?

A June 1980.
And what did you do for Procter & Ganbl e?
| was a project engi neer and manager.

How | ong did you work for Procter & Ganble?

> O > O

12 years, but | worked at the sanme |ocation

Veritext Lega Solutions
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for 17 year

w th the Weyer haeuser Conpany.

Q What was the conpany that you renmained with

after Proct

A. Weyer haeuser. \Weyer haeuser.
Q Oh, thank you.
And while you were at Procter & Ganble and

t hen stayed

proj ect eng

A. No. | was an operations manager and a unit

manager in

Q |

Procter & Ganble and Weyer haeuser. Wuld that take

us to 19977

enpl oynent

A. Correct.

Q -

And where did you go to work after that?

A. I

busi ness, which is an education products conpany that

| still run

Q And what ki nd of educational products does

your busine

A. My busi ness devel oped curriculunms for

schools in

Page 22

s. They sold the plant, and | remai ned on

er & Ganble sold the plant?

on with Weyer haeuser, were you always a

I neer?

t hat order.

think you nentioned that was 17 years with

Woul d that be when you conpl eted your

- with Weyer haeuser?

started working for nyself. | started ny

today from ny hone.

ss sell?

the area of parental involvenent and

800.808.4958
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character educati on.
Q That business is still active now?
A. Yes.
Q Ot her than your own business that you've

descri bed for us, did you have any other enpl oynent
after 19977

A. No.

Q I n your educational product business, was
t hat business that you started while you were |iving
in M ssissippi?

A. No.

Q Was that started while you were living in
Sunt er County, Ceorgia?

A. Yes.
Q I want to get an idea of your business and
your custoners. Are your custoners all in Georgia or

where are your custoners fromjust generally?

A. My custonmers are all over the country and
outside of the country.

Q Ckay. So when you say outside of the
country, what countries are you tal king about?

A. Well, | sold sone products in Africa. |
sold sone products in -- well, it's not a country.
It's a territory, Puerto Rico.

Q When you say that you sold products all over

800.808.4958
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the United States, what states would that include
ot her than Georgi a?

A. Oh, ny goodness. Miltiple. At |east 25.
sold to schools and school districts all over the
country; in California, New York, all over.

Q Okay. And now you nentioned that that
business is still ongoing. \Where are your current

clients and custonmers?

A. Al abama, Georgia, Louisiana, Arizona, New
Mexi co.

Q What's the nane of your business?

A. It's “I Care” Products & Services.

Q Do you have any staff that work with you in
t hat conpany?

A. Not since 2015 when | retired and noved
away. | run it fromny hone. |It's a conputerized
curriculum digital curriculum now.

Q | believe you nmentioned that -- do you run
t hat business from your hone currently?

A. Yes.

Q | know you nentioned that you retired; but
just to get a sense, how many hours a week or a nonth
are you working in that business?

A. Less than ten.

Q Less than ten per week?

800.808.4958
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A Per nont h.
Q Per nonth, okay.
|'mgoing to ask you about your voting
history and registration. Are you currently

regi stered to vote in Georgia?

A. Yes.
Q Where did you register to vote?
A. First in Sunter County and, of course, in

2015 when | noved here to Spal ding County.

Q And you're currently registered to vote in
Spal di ng County?

A. Yes.

Q What congressional district did you reside
in before the current redistricting?

A 16. That's -- 134, | believe, before

redi stricting.

Q And now you reside in Senate District 167
A. No; 117.

Q Ckay.

A. That's congressi onal senate 16.

Q Okay. Great.

So 117 is your congressional district. Does

t hat sound right?
A. Correct. Correct.

Q And before redistricting what was your

800.808.4958
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congressi onal district where you resided?

A. | think it was 130. No. I'msorry. 134.

Q Okay.

A. 134.

Q That's okay. | know you're doing your best.
If you're uncertain, that's fine, too.

A. It was either 134 or 73, which has now

become 74.
Q Okay. Fair enough.
So have you voted in each el ection since
you' ve been registered to vote in Georgia?
A. Yes.
Q Have you voted in all presidential primaries

i n Georgia?

A. Yes.

Q Since you' ve been in Georgia?

A. Yes.

Q Have you voted in all general elections

since you noved to Georgi a?

A. Yes.

Q And ot her than the presidential primary,
have you voted in all other primaries in Georgia
since you noved here?

A. Yes.

Q Have you voted in all special elections in

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Georgia since noving to the state?

A. Yes.

Q Did you vote in the Novenber -- in the
Novenmber 2022 el ection?

A. Yes.

Q Did you also vote in the runoff this past
week?

A. Yes.

Q Have you voted in any other state?

A. Ot her than M ssissippi when | lived there,

no ot her state.

Q Okay.

A. M ssi ssi ppi and Georgi a.

Q Okay. That was a poorly asked questi on.

When you resided in M ssissippi, you voted

there; is that correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q Okay. Do you consider yourself a nmenber of

the Denocratic Party?

A. Yes.
Q And how | ong have you been a nmenber, sir?
A. Since | was 18 years ol d.

Q VWil e being a nmenber of the Denocratic
Party, have you held any | eadership positions within

the party or associated with the party?

800.808.4958
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A. Local , yes.
Q What | ocal positions have you held in
connection with the Denocratic Party?
A. Second vice president or vice chair, so to

speak.

Q You cut out a tiny bit. D d you say that
you were president of the --

A No; second -- second vice chair.

Q VWhat is the name of the | ocal organization
that you were the vice chair for?

A. It's the Spal ding County Denocratic
Commi ttee.

Q How | ong have you held that position or did
you hold that position?

A. Two years.

Q Do you currently hold that position?

A. Yes.

Q Have you held any other positions with the
Spal di ng County Denocratic Conmmttee?

A. No.

Q Did you hold any positions in the Denocratic
Party or connected to the Denocratic Party before
nmovi ng to Spal di ng County?

A. No.

Q What activities have you participated in in

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ Document 173 Filed 03/17/23 Page 29 of 88

Elbert Solomon December 9, 2022

Grant, Annie Lois, et al.v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 29

connection with the Denocratic Party?

A. Can you be nore specific?

Q Sur e.

" mwondering if you participated in any
canpai gns or served on conmttees or other types of
activities? Have you been to neetings, conferences?
| know it's a very general question.

A. Yes. |'ve gone to the state Denocratic
conf erence.

Q And when did you attend the state Denpcratic
conference?

A. Oct ober 2022.

Q Did you attend the conference as a del egate
or any other kind of position?

A. Al ternate del egate.

Q O her than the state Denocratic conference
i n COctober of 2022, did you -- have you ever attended
any other state conferences for the Denocratic Party?

A. No.

Q Ot her than what you just described thus far,
any other activities that you participated in in
connection with the Denocratic Party?

A No nore than |ocal events that we had.

Q Those | ocal events, would those include

candi dates comi ng or general party neetings or what

800.808.4958
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ki nd of events?
A. We have a nonthly neeting.
Q What is your role at the nonthly neetings?
A. As an officer | served on the executive

commttee that actually facilitates the neeting.

Q Have you worked on any political canpaigns?
A. No.
Q Is it fair to say that you generally support

Denocratic candi dates for election in Georgia?
A. Not only in Georgia.
Q So did you support Denocratic candidates in

M ssi ssippi as well as Georgi a?

A. Yes.

Q Have you ever voted for a Republican?

A. Yes.

Q And who are the Republicans that you voted

for?
A. | voted many tinmes because | had to choose
bet ween the | esser of two evils. There were no

Denocrats on the ball ot.

Q And was that in Mssissippi or here in
Georgi a?

A. In Georgia and M ssi ssi ppi .

Q Did you say on those occasions that you

voted for a Republican there was not a Denocr at

800.808.4958
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listed on the ballot? |Is that correct?
A. That is correct.
Q Had there been a Denocrat listed on the

ball ot, would that have been the person that you
voted for, the Denocrat?
MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Obj ection; specul ation.
THE W TNESS: Not necessarily.
BY MS. LARCSS:
Q Have you ever voted for a Republican when
there was a Denocrat on the ballot?
A. ' m not sure.
Q So in 2022 in the election in Novenber, did
you vote for any Republican?
A. Yes.
Q And who are the Republicans you voted for in
Novenber of 20227
A. They were -- they were only choice | had, so
| don't actually renmenber their nanes.
Q Ckay. Fair enough.
So for governor, for exanple, did you vote
for Stacey Abrans?
A Yes.
Q And did you vote for a Republican for any of
the statew de offices; |ieutenant governor, secretary

of state, any other statewi de offices in Georgia in

800.808.4958
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November of 20227

A. No; unless they were the only one. As |
said, there were a couple on there that you didn't
have a choice; and rather than | eave it blank, |
voted for them They were the only one running in
t hat area.

Q You nentioned that you also voted in the
nost recent runoff that happened earlier this week.
Did you vote for Raphael Warnock in that election?

A. Yes.

Q Did you vote for Senator WAarnock in the
runoff election in 20217

A. Yes.

Q Did you vote for Senator WArnock in the
general election in 2020 --

A. Yes.

Q -- that would have led to the runoff?

Okay. Thank you.
Have you participated in any voter advocacy
groups?

A. Yes.

Q And what groups are those?

A. Bl ack Voters Matter.

Q And how long did you participate with Bl ack
Voters Matter?

800.808.4958
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A. Three years.

Q And when was that? When was t hat
participation?

A. 2019.

Q So woul d that have been from 2019 to about
20227

A Correct.

Q So are you still participating with the
Bl ack Voters Matter?

A. Yes.

Q And what have you done with Black Voters

A. Regi ster people to vote.

Q And for what elections did you register
people to vote or you just registered people to vote
ongoi ngly?

A. Yes. Ongoingly.

Q Ongoi ngly, okay.

Where did you register people to vote fron?
Where did you engage in that activity?

A. At different events in the community.

Q When you say different events in the
community, what community are you referring to?

A. Spal di ng County conmunity.

Q Did you ever work to register folks to vote

800.808.4958
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out si de of Spal ding County?

A. Yes.

Q And tell nme about that activity.

A. Sunt er County.

Q When did you do that?

A VWhen | lived there.

Q Have you been involved with any other voter
advocacy groups?

A No.

Q ' mgoing to ask you about sonme questions

about the current lawsuit. VWhen did you first learn
about the lawsuit that we're here about today?

A. A year and a half or two years. [It's been
awhi | e.

Q Okay. And how did you hear about it?

A. | was called by a colleague in the
Denocratic Party.

Q And what did they tell you about the
| awsui t ?

A. It canme up in a discussion. |t was about -

Q And what were you-all --

A. We were discussing redistricting.

Q Did that person discuss with you your
becom ng a plaintiff in the lawsuit or did you just

speak with that person generally about the | awsuit?

800.808.4958
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A. | spoke generally about the |awsuit, and
then | started Googling nore and nore information
about it, about this whole process of redistricting.

Q And when you say you were Googling, you were
Googl i ng about the possible redistricting or Googling
about the lawsuit itself?

A No. Actually, it started with discussions
around how the census was going to be used. That's
how t he original conversation started, and | was told
it was going to be used for redistricting and
di fferent other things.

Q And then did you Googl e about the census in
addition to redistricting in order to |learn nore
about the process?

A. | started researching information about ny
own districts and started paying attention and
reading articles and different things about it and
that kind of piqued ny interest init.

Q And when did you start doing that research?

A. During the tinme the census was being taken.
Was that about two years ago? Two years ago, Yyeabh.

Q How did it conme about that you becane a
plaintiff in the lawsuit that we're here about today?

A. The sane col | eague was telling nme about the

opportunity, and | volunteered. | wanted to get

800.808.4958
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I nvol ved.

Q That col | eague, is that one of the other
plaintiffs in the case?

A. Yes.

Q And who is that?

A. Dexter W nbi sh, attorney.

Q And what nmade you decide to sue the
Secretary of State and the State Board of Elections?

A Well, as | researched -- the nore and nore |
researched, that was the source of this
redistricting; and | realized the inpact that it was
having on my community.

Q Agai n, when you say the inmpact it was having

on your comrunity, what community are you referring

to?

A. My district -- districts here in Spal ding
County.

Q So it would be both your senate district and

your congressional district?

A. That is correct.
Q What do you hope the | awsuit acconplishes?
A. | hope that it provides a fairer opportunity

for Denocrats to be able to participate in the
government al processes.

Q Okay. And when did you first talk to a

800.808.4958
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| awyer about getting involved in the |awsuit?

A. | guess it was about a year and a half ago.
| can't renmenber dates.

Q That's fine. Just an estimate is fine.

Who did you speak with? What | awer did you
speak with?

A. Agai n, there have been a change in | awers
over the course of this case, and | don't renenber
all the nanmes. Sorry.

Q That' s okay.

Do you renmenber who you first spoke with?
Did that nane stay in your m nd?

A No. No. | can't renenber.

Q Okay. Do you renmenber any of the nanes of
any of the |lawers that you spoke with?

A. | can go find themin ny e-mails; but off ny
head, | can't remenber.

Q Okay. Fair enough.

And when you hired your attorneys in this
| awsuit, did you sign any witten agreenents with
t henf

A. The fact that | would be a plaintiff, yes.
| had to sign that.

Q Have you - -

A No. | just said | had to sign to be a
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plaintiff.

Q And woul d that have been with the law firm
t hat your counsel, who is with you here today, where
she's fronf

A Yes.

Q And what did you understand to be the terns
of the agreenment with the attorneys?

A. It's that | would be a plaintiff in the case
and | woul d be questioned about how redistricting
i npacted nme and ny conmunity.

Q Did you pay your attorney?

A. No.

Q Have you ever paid your attorneys in
connection with this case?

A. No.

Q Do you know if they've received paynent for
their work on this litigation?

A. | don't know, but |I'm sure they do. They
have to make a |iving, you know.

Q Do you have any -- what's your understandi ng

of how they'l|l be paid or do you know?

A. | don't know, but | know they're being
funded by soneone. |'m not sure who.
Q And have you been paid in exchange for your

participation as a plaintiff in this case?
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A. No.

MS. LARCSS: Counsel, | was hopi ng perhaps
you coul d post or share your screen with the
second anended conplaint in this case. | did
want to ask M. Solonon a question or two about
t hat .

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: Ckay. |'msharing ny
screen. The docunment is 118 filed October 28th,
2022. It's entitled, Second Anended Conpl aint.

MS. LAROCSS: Okay. Perfect. That is the
docunment that | was referring to. If it's
agreeable with you, | would like to mark that as
Exhibit 2 to M. Sol onon's deposition.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Yeah, agreed.

M5. LAROCSS: Okay. Geat. Thank you.

BY MS. LARCSS:

Q M. Sol onon, can you see the docunent that
your attorney has shared her screen?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. And if you wouldn't mnd turning to
paragraph 17, | wanted to ask you a question or two
about that paragraph; and |let ne know when you get
t here.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  We're on paragraph 17

now.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MS. LARCSS: Thank you. | very nuch
appreciate your help with this.
MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  No probl em
BY MS. LARGCSS:

Q M. Sol onon, so paragraph 17 begins with
Plaintiff Elbert Solonon is a black citizen of the
United States and the State of Georgia. Do you see
where I'mreferring -- what |"'mreferring to?

A Yes.

Q If you could just take a nonent and read
t hrough the entirety of paragraph 17. | think it
goes on to the next page. |If you could tell nme if
all of the information contained in that paragraph is
accurate.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  And just |et me know when
to scroll down, M. Sol onon.
THE W TNESS: You can scroll down.
That's the end of it, of 17. | finished
reading it.
BY MS. LARCSS:
Q Perfect. Thank you.

Is everything in that paragraph accurate

still today?
A. It is accurate.
Q | do think you nentioned that you voted in

Veritext Lega Solutions
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the 2022 general election. Did the candidate you
voted for in Senate District 15 succeed?
A. No.
MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Counsel, can | stop
sharing the docunent?
MS. LARCSS: ©Oh, yes, of course. Thank you.
| apol ogize. | should have nentioned that.

BY MS. LARGCSS:

Q And did you also vote for House District
1177

A. Yes.

Q And di d that candi date succeed?

A No.

Q Did you reach out to any | egislators during

the 2021 special session concerning the redistricting
| ssues raised in your conplaint?

A. No.

Q Did you reach out to any |l egislators before
t he special session in 2021 concerning the
redistricting issues raised in your conplaint?

A. No.

Q How about after the session? |s your answer
t he same about contacting any | egislators?

A. | did not contact any |egislators.

Q Did you testify in the Georgia General
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Assenbly on any of the issues pertaining to
redistricting in 20217
A. No.
Q Did you attend any hearings on neetings of

the Georgia legislature pertaining to redistricting?

A. | attended one online session, if | recall
correct.
Q And at that online session, M. Solonon, did

you participate or speak during that hearing or

neeti ng?

A. No.

Q So you just attended to listen to the
heari ng?

A. Yes.

Q You nentioned earlier that M. W nbish was

your coll eague that you first spoke to concerning
this litigation. Do | have that correct?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Obj ect i on.

THE WTNESS: | can't recall whether he was
the first one or not. He provides ne |egal
counsel when | need it. | can't recall to say he
was the first one.

BY MS. LARGCSS:
Q Ckay. All right. Do you also participate
with M. Wnbish in the Spal ding County Denocratic

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Comm ttee?
A. Let me conplete the question. He is a
menber of the Spal di ng County Denpcratic Commttee.
Could | take a break for a couple of seconds
her e?
Q Certainly. Wy don't we say for five
m nutes. That's fine.
A Okay. Thank you.
(A recess was taken.)
BY MS. LARGCSS:
Q M. Solonon, | do have a few nobre questions

for you today; and | just want to rem nd you, even

t hough we have taken a break, that you're still under
oath today. |Is that clear to you?

A It's clear, yes.

Q Do you have an understanding of the term

"community of interest” or is that a termyou've ever
heard before?
A. |'"ve heard the term | just don't know
what - -
MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: Hang on. Let ne object
first.
|'"mgoing to object. It's a conpound
gquestion and to the extent it calls for a | egal

concl usi on.
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I f you know, you can respond.
BY MS. LARGCSS:
Q And, M. Sol onon, |'m not asking you for a
| egal conclusion. | understand you' re not an

attorney. |'mjust |ooking for what your
understanding of the term"comunity of interest" is.

A. It's a general termthat can be used for
nei ghbor hood of interest or comunity or group of
interest. So | would have to have nore informtion
to understand what you want ne to address in terns of
community of interest. Can you provide ne a little
nore clarification?

Q Yes, sir. | would be happy to.

A. | know what it means generally, but |I'm not
sure in what reference you want ne to speak about it.

Q Ckay. What woul d you consider to be your
community of interest?

A. I would consider it to be the Spal ding
County area. |If | took a look at the map in
reference to this case of the districts that nake up
Spal di ng County, it's part of several of these
districts. So |I'm | ooking at |arger than just
Spal di ng County when |'mthinking of the term
community interest. It includes Pike County. It

I ncl udes Henry County. It includes Lamar County. It

800.808.4958
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I ncl udes Fayette County. And |I'm | ooking at all of
those counties as a community of interest.

Q Ckay. Sure.

And what is it about those areas that you
descri bed that make them part of your community of
I nterest?

A. Because these are all districts that inpact
the people in this comunity. Because with the
redistricting, you ve had packing and you've had
cracking in this area of interest.

Q You said that those areas are included
because they inpact this conmmunity, and |I'm wonderi ng
when you say this comunity what community are you
referring to.

A. The Spal di ng County community. The
boundari es are not just at the end of Spal ding
County. The way the districts -- they overlap into
Spalding. So like the senate district, you know, it
I ncl udes other counties as well. [It's not just

Spal ding. 117 includes Henry County. It includes,

believe, a little of -- | know it includes Spal ding
County. It includes a little of maybe Fayette. |
need to look at the map. It's not just Spal ding
County. It's -- there are other surroundi ng counties

that the districts are connect ed. That's what |'m
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| ooking at as the community of interest.

Q Ckay. So is it fair to say that it's the
areas that are within 117?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Obj ecti on;

m scharacterizes prior testinony. Objection;

asked and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: No, not just 117. |'m | ooking
at Spal ding County. If you put Spalding in the

m ddl e and all those overl appi ng counties that

voters in Spalding vote for as far as District

74, District 134, District -- Senate District 16,

District 117, you' ve got Spalding County voters

voting in all those districts.
BY MS. LARGCSS:

Q Okay. You nentioned that there was packing
I n your district. Can you be nore specific about
what you nmean by that?

A. It's where you put a certain mnority group
all together. That's packing. And cracking is when
you di sburse the mnority groups in -- a few of them
in one district and a few such that they can never be
a mpjority.

Q And so when you think of those terns, do you
think in ternms of mnority groups?

A. Yes.

800.808.4958
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Q And that would be racial mnorities; is that
correct?
A. Correct. Correct.
Q And are you -- sorry. | didn't nean to
i nterrupt you.
Woul d you be -- the racial mnority, is that

t he black community or what racial mnority are you

speaki ng of ?

A. The bl ack community because we nake up the
maj ority.

Q You make up the majority of where?

A. You were tal king about mnority. W are the

majority mnority.

Q Woul d that be just in Spalding County or is
that in the area that you described as including --
go ahead.

A In District 117, District 134, Senate 16,
and District 74, | believe. It was 73. 74.

Q Ckay. And what is your understanding of --
you' ve explained it to us. What is that based on?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Obj ecti on.
THE W TNESS: Can you be nore specific?
BY MS. LARCSS:
Q Sure. No problem That was a bad questi on.

You spoke about that the black comunity is

800.808.4958
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the majority mnority. What is that statenent based
on? What do you base that on?

A | base it on actual data that | |look at in
t he nunmber of Republican voters and the nunber of
Denocratic voters that are in these districts.

Q Is it your understanding then that the
Denocratic voters in the district are black voters?

A Not necessarily.

Q Okay. Let me go back and ask you a
guestion. You said you | ooked at data of voters as a
basis for your understanding that the black
communities, the mpjority mnority comunity in the
district, and you said that you | ook at data and the
number of Republicans and Denocrats. Can you be nore
speci fic about how that data reflects the raci al
conposition of the area?

A. What | was sharing with you is the fact that
all the voters in those districts are not black. All
of the Denocratic voters are not black in those
districts, but there's a very small nunber of white
voters in those districts. There are sone Denocratic
white voters in those districts, but the nunber of
themis very small. But it's nore black Denocratic
voters.

Q Is it your understanding that black voters

800.808.4958
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typically vote for a Denocratic candi date?
A. Statistically, yes.
Q So we were speaking about your community,

and | wanted to ask a few nore questions about that.
Are you a nenber of any faith-based
or gani zati ons?
A. Yes.
Q And where is that |ocated, that

or gani zati on?

A. I n Spal di ng County.

Q Is that a church?

A. Yes.

Q And do you regularly attend services at that

church or at another place of worship?

A At that church.

Q And how far from your honme is the church
approxi matel y?

A. 15 mles.

Q And what activities or groups at your church
do you participate in, if any?

A We have what we call wards, and |
participate with the ward activities.

Q Describe for nme the ward that you
partici pate with.

A. It's just a group that work together on

Veritext Lega Solutions
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projects. We'll divide it into four wards; north,
sout h, east, and west, based on where you |ive.

Q Ckay. So the wards are separated
geographically; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And the ward that you participate in is the

ward that you live in --

A. That is correct.
Q -- near your church; is that correct?
A. That's correct.
Q So is that anything nore than you have

smal | er group neetings, you know, wi thin your ward
and other activities that just happen in your ward?
s that correct?

A. Yeah. We fellowship together and we'll work
on projects together.

Q And that's in addition to attendi ng services

at the church itself --

A. That is correct.
Q -- is that right?
A. That is correct.

Q Okay. Have you held any positions of
| eadership in your church?
A. No.

Q And are you involved in any civic

800.808.4958
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organi zations other than the ones you descri bed?

A. No, not anynore. Let's put it that way.
After | retired, | just haven't got involved in any.

Q VWhere do you socialize typically?

A. In my community, the community | live in, ny

retirement community.

Q They have a |l ot of activities there for
you-al | ?

A. Yes.

Q Have you ever been prevented from

registering to vote based on your race?

A. No.

Q Have you ever been prevented from
participating in the political process based on your
race?

A. Yes.

Q Tell me about that.

A. For exanple, this year | took sone voter
registration forns to the election office and was
told | could not submt themunless | was a relative.

Q And when did that happen? D d that happen
during early voting or was that -- at what point did
t hat happen?

A. In October tineframe. COctober.

Q Did you nention that what you presented were
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voter registration docunments?

A. Yes, | did. They accepted them after |
prevai l ed and expl ai ned the | aw.

Q Okay. If you could wal k ne through what
happened, that you went to -- was it Spal ding County
to present the voter registration forns? And tell ne

what happened after you presented the fornmns.

A The cl erk explained -- she asked ne are
these relatives. It was 15 forns. | said, no,
they're not relatives. She said, well, if they're
not relatives, | cannot accept them And | asked

when did that happen, when was there a | aw change in
the election laws. And she said, well, you will have
to speak to a supervisor. And so | said okay.

| spoke with the supervisor; and she said,
well, you can't turn in any voter registration unless
you are deputized. And | said, when did that happen;
third parties can turn in voter registration forns; |
have been turning themin for 40 years; when did that
happen.

So she said, well, you have to be deputi zed.
| told her I had been deputized years ago and | had
al so been trained and if she didn't take the forns
that | would find another way. So they did take the

forms later on. And | said, if it requires soneone

800.808.4958
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bei ng deputized you will have to do sone deputy
training and you have not done it over the past year
since you' ve been the new el ection supervisor.

A couple of nonths -- well, a few weeks
after that she did do deputy training; and at the end
of the training, she stated that you did not have to
be deputized in order to turn in voter registration
forms. So she went back and read the law that third
parties can turn in voter registration fornms. So
that was the end of that.

Q And did that all take place at the sanme tine
or did you have to | eave the office and cone back and
speak with her or how did all that work?

A. She accepted the forms. The fornms were
I nputted, and the next thing | heard is she was doi ng
deputy training and she did share at the end -- and
this was secondhand information that she did share.
And | continued to take forns down there, and they
accepted them

Q You said that you had presented voter

registration forms for over 40 years. Do | have that

correct?

A. That is correct.

Q And so that would include your tinme when you
resided in Mssissippi as well; is that correct?

800.808.4958
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A. No; when | was in Sunter County.

Q Ch, okay. So you were -- you collected
voter registration docunents in Sunter County and
Spal ding; is that correct?

A. Yes. | registered people to vote, yes.

Q Okay. And did you register people to vote
when you were living in M ssissippi?

A. No.

Q Okay. So that is just sonething you ve done
since you've lived in Georgia?

A. That is correct.

Q And that work registering people to vote,
was that in connection with your participation with
the Denocratic Commttee or what organi zation -- was
It connected to any organi zation?

A. Not all the tine.

Q Have you collected voter registration in
connection with your service on the Spal di ng County
Denmocratic Commttee?

A. Yes.

Q Did you work with the Denocratic Commttee
in Sunter County?

A. Not as a nenber but | did projects with them
when they needed volunteers. | volunteered a |lot,

but | was not an officer.
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Q Ckay. And was one of the activities that
you were involved in with the Sunter County
Denocratic Conmittee -- would that have included
collecting voter registration?

A. Yes.

Q And while collecting voter registration for
the Denocratic Committee in Sunter County, did you
personal ly present those registrations to the

el ection office in Sunter County or did soneone el se

do it?
A. Soneone else did it.
Q You nentioned that your work registering

folks to vote in CGeorgia, not every time was in
connection with an organi zation. Do | have that
correct?

A. That is correct.

What happened is part of our civic duty --
it may be at church or it nmay be at sonme organi zation
function or whatever (audio interference).

THE COURT REPORTER: Hang on one second. |
didn't understand that |ast part. You kind of
br oke up.

THE W TNESS: Voter registrations are done
at all type of events. | was trained on howto

do voter registration. So | would take voter

800.808.4958
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registration for that organization. You have to

be trained on what to do, and it may be at

church, it my be at a type of function that you
have where you do voter registrations.
BY MS. LARGCSS:

Q Do | understand you correctly that you
participated in voter registration events that may
have been connected with various different
organi zations, whether it was churches or other
organi zati ons, but that you were there to participate
in voter registration?

A. | was there because | was a trained person.
| had been trained. They would ask who has been
trained to do voter registration, and | woul d

volunteer to do them

Q Who trained you in voter registration?

A. The el ection supervisor at wherever | was.

Q So did the election supervisor in Sunter
County -- did that person train you in voter

regi stration?

A. Yes.
Q And was there also the -- strike that. And
alsoin -- let nme start again.

Were you also trained in voter registration

by the el ection supervisor of Spalding County?

800.808.4958
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A. Not directly with the supervisor. |t was
t he assistant person, but it was at the request
t hrough the supervisor. It wasn't -- it was her
assistant that actually did the training, but there's
a record of it. It should be there in Spal ding
County.

Q Ckay. And | think when we started this
particul ar discussion, | had asked you if you had
ever been prevented from participating in the
political process based on your race, and you
descri bed the circunstance where initially Spal ding
County woul d not accept the voter registrations that

you presented in October of 2022. Do |I have that

correct?
A. That is correct.
Q O her than that instance, any other instance

when you have been prevented from participating in
the political process based on your race?
A. There have been -- no, no other instances.
Q Ckay. And the instance that you descri bed
i n October 2022 with regard to the voter registration
docunments and presenting themto Spal ding County,
what was it about your race that you felt was the
basis for the events that happened?

A. Vot er suppression. Voter suppression.
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Q And what do you base your conclusion that it
was voter suppression based on your race? Wat is
t hat based on?

A My role as the second vice chair is to deal
with election office issues, and we've had | ots of
t hem gi vi ng people m sinformation about absentee
ball ots. Recently 200 voters in this |ast election
had premarked Republican forns by the election office

supervi sor who copied the wong thing off of the

el ection website. They were premarked until | got
i nvolved. | had to get involved to go down there to
get those forns taken out of use. | did get the

el ection supervisor at the Secretary of State's
office involved in this incident. They were

premar ked Republican, and that went on for
approximately 150 to 175 voters. However, those
forms have no bearing on election results in an
election of this type. Only when there is a prinmary
but still they should not have been narked.

Q And the premarked fornms that you descri bed,
do | understand your testinony to be that it wasn't
in connection with a primry?

A. No. It was this runoff election, | ast
Tuesday's el ection.

Q Oh, okay. | understand now. Thank you.
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You nentioned that when you presented the 15

forms in October of 2022 to Spal ding County el ections
office and they initially told you that you couldn't
present them do you have any know edge that they
gave different information to fol ks who were white?

A. It would be speculation. | don't have
concrete facts for that.

Q Any ot her instance when you have been
prevented fromparticipating in the political process

based on your race?

A. Not that | can think of at the nonent.
Q In your opinion in CGeorgia -- let nme strike
t hat .
Do you know what racially polarized voting
I S?

A. Yes.

Q And what is your understandi ng of what
raci al polarized voting is?

A. It's when one group vote -- an exanple. As
you stated earlier, black fol ks vote for black folks
or white folks vote for white folks.

Q You nentioned earlier that in your opinion
bl ack voters in Georgia typically vote for Denocratic
candidates. Do | have -- do | renenber that

correctly?
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A. | said statistically. It wasn't an opinion.

Q Ckay. Do you know if Georgia uses mpjority
vote requirenents in elections?

A Apparently not. O herw se, we wouldn't have
had the runoff election.

Q Okay. And then -- but we did have runoff
el ections in 2021 and then again in the nost recent
el ection here in Georgia, correct?

A Yes, we did. And the reason we had it was
because we do not have nmmjority.

Q So you woul d agree, though, that the reason
that it happened is because neither candi date --
Got 50 percent.
Got 50 percent, okay.

So it's not based on majority.

o > O >

| don't understand what you nean.

A Mpjority to me is the one that gets the
hi ghest nunber of votes, not 50 percent.

Q Ckay. | understand now.

Did you support Senator Ossoff in the

general election in 20217

A Yes.

Q Has a | ack of education ever kept you from
participating in the Georgia political process?

A. No.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Has a | ack of enpl oynent opportunities kept
you from participating in politics in Georgia?

A. No.

Q Has a | ack of access to adequate health
services kept you fromparticipating in politics in
Georgi a?

A. No.

Q Have you ever heard of the term "racia
appeal"™ in the context of elections?

A. | have, but | can't renmenber exactly what
that means at this -- it's |ike you appeal only to
mnority groups or only to black votes or only to
whi t e.

Q Have you personally seen canpaigns in
Georgia characterized by racial appeal ?

A. Repeat the question again. |'msorry.

Q No probl em

Have you personally seen canpaigns in

Georgi a characterized by racial appeal?

A. Yes.
Q And what were those appeal s?
A. | don't see it in the Denocratic Party. W

appeal to a big tent, but | see it in the Republican
party when | pass by their events. | don't see any

bl ack people at their events, and | do not have them

Veritext Lega Solutions
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reaching out to me. The only time they reach out is
t hrough a robo call, but I've never had one to
personal |y appeal to ne.

Q Anyt hing el se that you woul d consider a
raci al appeal in connection with a canpaign in
Georgi a?

A. No.

Q Are there needs of the mnority community in
Georgia that in your opinion differ fromthose of
white residents?

A. Yes.

Q And what are the particular needs of the
mnority community are those?

A. Housi ng, heal thcare, jobs for youths, food.
And when |I'mtal ki ng about food, |I'mtal king about
fresh foods.

Q And how is fresh foods -- how does that need
differ in the mnority conmunities fromthose in the
white community?

A It has to do with income. It has to do with
the type of jobs that they work. They don't have
time to prepare it because they're working two or
three jobs to make ends neet.

Q You spoke about different needs in housing.

Tell me about that just generally.

800.808.4958
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A. 75 percent of the black population in
Giffin, Georgia, live in apartnents. They do not
own hones.

Q And what is that statistic based on?

A. Poverty |l evel here in Spal ding County and
statistics for Spal ding County.

Q So those woul d be statistics kept by the

County?
A Yes.
Q And heal t hcare, how are the heal thcare needs

different?

A | f people do not have health insurance, they
cannot afford to go to the doctor and get regul ar
checkups or go to the dentist, all those type of
t hi ngs.

Q And where are those statistics kept?

A. We have what we call here in Spal ding County
a col |l aborative group that kind of do overarching --
they try to reach out to community needs. |It's
call ed the Spal ding County Col |l aborative. You can
get all those statistics. They publish them
annual | y.

Q And are the statistics that the Spal di ng
County Col | aborative publishes, are they just about

Spal di ng County?

800.808.4958
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A. Yes. It's specific to Spalding County.

M5. LAROCSS: |1'mgoing to check ny notes and
see if | have any nore questions. We'IIl just
take a nonent.

M. Sol onon, those are all the questions I
have. Thank you for your time. W very nuch
appreciate the tinme that you spent here today
with us.

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA: | don't have any
guestions as wel |.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT REPORTER: Do y'all want to order
the transcript?

MS. RUTAHI NDURWA:  Yes.

MS. LAROCSS: Yes, | would Iike a copy.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 4:19 p.m)

* * *
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COURT REPORTER DI SCLOSURES

The follow ng representations and di scl osures
are made in conpliance with Georgia Law, nore

specifically:

Article 10(B) of the Rules and Regul ati ons
of the Board of Court Reporting (disclosure forns)
OCGA 9-11-28(c) (disqualification of reporter for
financial interest) OCGA 15-14-37(a) and (b)

(prohi bitions against contracts except on a

case- by-case basis).

| ama certified reporter in the State of Georgia.

| am a subcontractor for Veritext Legal Sol utions.

| have been assigned to make a conpl ete and
accurate record of these proceedi ngs.

- | have no relationship of interest in the matter on

which | am about to report which would disqualify ne

from making a verbati mrecord or

mai ntaining nmy obligation of inpartiality in

conpliance with the Code of Professional Ethics.
- | have no direct contract with any party in this

action and ny conpensation is determ ned solely

by the ternms of ny subcontractor agreenent.
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FI RM DI SCLOSURES

Veritext was contacted to provide reporting services

by the noticing or taking attorney in this matter.
There is no agreenent in place that is

prohi bited by OCGA 15-14-37(a) and (b). Any
case-specific discounts are automatically

applied to all parties, at such tinme as any

party receives a discount.

Transcripts: The transcript of this proceeding
as produced will be a true, correct, and

conplete record of the coll oquies, questions, and
answers as submtted by the certified court
reporter.

Exhi bits: No changes will be made to the exhibits
as submtted by the reporter, attorneys, or

W t nesses.

Passwor d- Prot ected Access: Transcripts and
exhibits relating to this proceeding will be

upl oaded to a password-protected repository, to

which all ordering parties will have access.

800.808.4958
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF GEORG A:
COUNTY OF GW NNETT:

| hereby certify that the foregoing
transcript was taken down, as stated in the caption,
and the col |l oqui es, questions and answers were
reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that the
transcript is a true and correct record of the
evi dence gi ven upon sai d proceedi ng.

| further certify that I amnot a
relative or enployee or attorney of any party, nor am
| financially interested in the outconme of this
action.

| have no relationship of interest in
this matter which would disqualify me from
mai ntai ning nmy obligation of inpartiality in
conpliance with the Code of Professional Ethics.

| have no direct contract with any
party in this action and ny conpensation is based
solely on the ternms of my subcontractor agreenent.

Not hing in the arrangenents nade for
this proceeding inpacts nmy absolute commtnent to
serve all parties as an inpartial officer of the
court.

This the 26th day of Decenber, 2022.

, ,
~ ]

< £ F A
s A A 8 ™ ¢
nyLbLLdg‘? /-;q};{_,

LAURA R SINGLE, CCR-B-1343
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TO. MAKEBA RUTAHI NDURWA, ESQ
Re: Signature of Deponent ELBERT SOLOMON
Date Errata due back at our offices: 30 Days

G eet i ngs:

The deponent has reserved the right to read and sign.
Pl ease have the deponent review the attached PDF
transcript, noting any changes or corrections on the

attached PDF Errata. The deponent may fill out the
Errata electronically or print and fill out manually.
Once the Errata is signed by the deponent and
notarized, please mail it to the offices of Veritext
(bel ow) .

When the signed Errata is returned to us, we wll
seal and forward to the taking attorney to file with
the original transcript. W will also send copies of
the Errata to all ordering parties.

If the signed Errata is not returned within the tine
above, the original transcript my be filed with the
court without the signature of the deponent.

Pl ease send conpleted Errata to:

Veritext Production Facility

20 Mansel | Court

Suite 300

Roswel I, GA 30076

770-343-9696

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



N

o 01 b~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 1:22-cv-00122-SCJ Document 173 Filed 03/17/23 Page 69 of 88

Elbert Solomon December 9, 2022

Grant, Annie Lois, et al.v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 69

ERRATA
|, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | have read

the transcript of ny testinony, and that

_ There are no changes not ed.

____ The follow ng changes are noted:

Pursuant to Rule 30(7)(e) of the Federal
Rul es of Civil Procedure and/or OCGA 9-11-30(e), any
Changes in formor substance which you desire to nake to
your testinony shall be entered upon the deposition with
a statenent of the reasons given for nmaking them To
assi st you in making any such corrections, please use the
formbelow |If additional pages are necessary, please
furnish same and attach

Page = Line Change

Reason for change

Page __ Line Change

Reason for change

Page Li ne Change

Reason for change

Page __ Line Change

Reason for change

Page _ Li ne Change

Reason for change
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Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change
Page Line Change
Reason for change

ELBERT SOLOMON
Sworn to and subscri bed before me this __ day of
NOTARY PUBLI C
My Comm ssion Expires:

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, i1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.
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