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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON

Georgia State Conference

of the NAACP; Georgia

Col lation for the People's
Agenda, Inc; Galeo Latino
Communi ty Devel opnent Fund,
I nc.,

Plaintiffs,
ClVIL ACTI ON FI LE NG
VS. 1: 21- CV-5338- ELB- SCJ- SDG

STATE OF GEORG A; BRI AN KEMP,
IN H' S OFFI CI AL CAPACI TY AS
THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
Georgi a; Brad Raffensperger,
in his official capacity as
the secretary of State of
Geor gi a,

Def endant s.

VI DEOTAPED HYBRI D ZOOM
30(b) (6) and 30(b) (1)
DEPOSI TI ON OF
BONNI E RI CH
January 18, 2023
9:11 A M

18 Capitol Square SW

Atl anta, Georgia
Lee Ann Barnes (via Zoom, CCR-1852B, RPR, CRR, CRC
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Q How woul d you characteri ze thenf
A Onh, subur ban.

Q Subur ban?

A Yes.

Q

Okay. And how woul d you characterize the
areas of North Fulton and East Cobb County?

A. Subur ban.

Q So would you say that -- would you say
those are relatively simlar -- have relatively
simlar characteristics to the districts that were
added?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. We're going to take a mnute to
| ook at anot her map of Congressional District 14.
Just give ne a nonent.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 10 was marked for

I dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q This is has al so been introduced in the
Dugan deposition. We can just mark it as
Exhi bit 10.

Do you recogni ze this map?

A. | -- | recognize that it's titled "Prior
Congressional District 14 and S.B.~2EX Congressi onal
District 14."

Page 135

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




Case 1:21-cv-05338-SCJ-SDG-ELB Document 142-12 Filed 03/27/23 Page 4 of 20

© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
o A W N B O © 00 N O O b~ wWw N +—» O

Q And how woul d you characterize the forner

Congressional District 147

A. l'"msorry. What do you nean?
Q Ur ban? Suburban? Rural? Exurban?
A. l"'m-- I"mnot famliar with this area

like | am 6 because | don't |ive down here and |
never have. [It's ny understanding it's very rural
in the area, but | don't really -- | don't really
have personal know edge of that area the way that |
do the other one.

Q Are you aware that the primary industries
there are agricultural and manufacturing?

A. | am not but that would not surprise ne.

Q Okay. And the -- | ooking down at the
bottom there, the portion of Cobb County that was
added, are you famliar with the general
characteristics of that area?

A General ly, yes.
Wbul d you characterize that area as rural?
No.
How woul d you characterize it?
Cobb County?
(Nodded head.)

It -- it's suburban.

o >» O » O > O

Wul d you say it's part of the netro
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At|l anta area?
A. Yeah, |
Q Do you

woul d say that.

believe that there are communities

of interest between that portion of Cobb County that

was added and the prior Congressi

onal District 147

A. So the portion that's beside Paul di ng

County, | really
| really woul dn't

it's right there,

-- | -- 1 don't

know. | woul d

know t he ar ea. So

assume t hat because

It would be pretty simlar to the

Paul di ng County area that it butts up against. But

| don't really know that.

Q Are you aware that

Tayl or Greene's district?

A. Yes.

District 14 is Marjorie

Q And so are you aware of any of the various

denogr aphi cs of t

he former Congressional District 14

versus the current Congressional

District 147

A. | don't know the differences. | woul d

assune that they're both conservative, Republican

| eaning. | don't

really know.

Q | ncl uding the portion of Cobb County that

was added?

A. | reall

y don't know.

Q Are you aware that the portions of Cobb

County that were added included Austell and Powder
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Springs?
A No.
Q Are you famliar with those nanes?
A |l -- I"ve heard of them but |I'm not

famliar with the specific parts of Cobb County. |
just know it as a whol e.

Q So are you aware that Austell has a nostly
hi gh bl ack popul ati on?

A. | don't -- | don't know that specifically.

Q The sanme for Powder Springs?

A Right. | don't know that. | believe you
if you say it is.

Q What about the racial denographics of the
various parts of the district that were noved?

So that would be Haral son County and part
of Pickens County.

A. | -- I really -- | really don't know. |
just renmenber that Pickens County wanted to be
whole. | do remenber that.

Q Woul d you be surprised to learn that the
percent age of non-white people in District 14

increased with the new map?

A. No.
Q You woul d not be surprised?
A. No.
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Q Why not ?

A. Well, | think that the percentage of
non-white people for the whole state increased.

Q And woul d that have been snpbothly across
the whol e state?

A | -- | doubt that.

Q Do you recall receiving any public
comments or feedback fromthe residents of the --
fromthe residents of the part of Cobb County that
was added to Congressional District 147

A Yes, | do.

Q And what was the tenor of that feedback?

A Yeah. They -- they did not want to be
i ncl uded t here.

Q And can you di scuss why the decision would
be made to include them anyway?

A. | really -- you know, | can't say
specifically. | know that there were a | ot of
factors that went into this map and we tried to
pl ease as many peopl e as possi ble, but never --
you're never going to please everybody. There wll
al ways be people who are not happy. So |l -- | would
assune that the reason that the map exists the way
it is is because it needed to to conply with the

| egal standards and the redistricting guidelines.
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Q And woul d you have made the deci sion on
whet her to include that piece of Cobb County?

A. No. It was part of the map. Like, it was
not -- you know, it wasn't anything that -- that we
di scussed changing. So | would say that that
deci si on was probably nmade by the map drawer and
then we did just -- we approved it when we -- when

we | ooked at the map.

Q "We" being you and counsel ?
A. The comm ttee, and yeah, counsel. Yeah.
Q Did you conduct any sort of analysis to

determ ne the propriety of the map?

A Beyond hiring counsel to review it?

Q (Nodded head.)

A. No.

Q Do you recall receiving any coments or

feedback fromthe residents of the existing
Congressional District 14 about the prospect of
addi ng parts of Cobb County?

A. | -- | don't renmenber. There may have
been. There may have been peopl e who conpl ai ned
about that.

Q Do you recall the tenor of any of those
conpl ai nts?

A. well, if -- if somebody did conplain, they
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just wouldn't have wanted it. But I -- | -- |

don't -- | don't have a specific recollection who it
may have been. It's been over a year ago. There
were a |lot of, you know, people testifying in these
heari ngs.

Q Okay. Do you recall why they woul d not
have wanted that part of Cobb County as part of
their district?

A No, | don't.

Q Can you | ook back again at the -- the
emai | attachnment that we just | ooked at?

On the | ast page with respect to
Congressional District 11, you wite "Responded to
t he overwhel m ng public input with respect to

Pi ckens County and nade it whole."

A. Yes.

Q And we di scussed that before as well?

A. Yes.

Q And then just above that for Congressional

District 14 you wite "Maintained this core
district; needed to gain population, so it
geographi cally noved south, where we had popul ation
growth."

A Yes.

Q And if you take a | ook at the map, why
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didn't you make Pickens whole if you needed to add
popul ati on growt h?

Why didn't you make Pickens whol e by
adding all of Pickens to Congressional District 147

A. | -- I really couldn't answer that. |I'm
not a map drawer. This was sonething that was an
i ssue because of a nountain range that divided and
made things difficult there, is what | seemto
recall. But | -- I'"mnot the map drawer so |
couldn't really answer that.

Q Do you recall if anyone suggested
i ncorporating all of Pickens County into
Congressional District 147

A. VWho? Like -- like the public?

Q A legislator. A map drawer.

A No, | don't.

Q Okay. |I'mgoing to show -- I'"mgoing to
show you anot her docunment which |I'm going to mark as
Exhibit 11.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 11 was marked for

i dentification.)

BY MR. MELLMAN:

Q And it begins with a Bates

Number LEG S00003224.

And can you take a |l ook at this email?
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Q (Nodded head.)

A. | really don't. | -- | really don't.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of why she
was critical of the redistricting decisions related
to Congressional District 147

A. | don't. | don't -- | don't follow her
rationale or logic. | don't understand it.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of why any
resi dents of Congressional District 14 were
di spl eased with the redistricting process?

A. | wouldn't -- | wouldn't know except for
what ever they said in the neeting, and | -- | don't
remenber that, sitting here today.

Q | " mgoing to ask you now about sone of the
specific districts -- sone of the specific House
di stricts.

So the map, if you flip to the subsequent
pages, there's sone zooned-in portions, and I'l|
just ask you to answer to -- to the best of your
ability about each particular district.

So for House District 44, do you see where
that is? It's --

A. No.

Q -- inthe top left. It splits between

the -- the second big box down there.
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A Ch, is it on a bl owp?

Q Yeah. On the second page --

A. Ch, okay.

Q -- Metro Atlanta area.

A | see 43 and 45. Oh, there's 44, yes.

Q And are you generally famliar with House
District 447

A No.

Q Okay. Can you explain when a factors you
considered in redraw ng House District 44?

A. None ot her than the ones that |'ve already
told you about.

Q Are you aware of whether the district core
was nai ntai ned fromthe 2010 map?

A. | don't recall.

Q Are you aware of the racial denographic --
denogr aphi cs of the old HD44?

A. Not sitting here.

Q O woul d you have been at the tine?

A | may not have been. | -- | -- 1 don't --
| -- | don't recall l|ooking -- |I know for a fact |
didn't | ook at every district, and | don't recall if

| | ooked at that one or not.
Q For the districts that you | ooked at,

woul d you have | ooked at the racial denographics?
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A The information -- if -- if we clicked on
the district, it would have popped up and, you know,
t hat woul d have been sonet hing, you know, when we
would try to make a change that was requested, it
may have altered it so extreme that, for exanpl e,

you know, a voting rights district went down to, you

know, nothing. No -- no black popul ation or very
low. So we're, like, well, we can't do that.
So to that extent, | would have, but | --

| really wasn't the one using those figures to draw
the maps. Those would just pop up when we were
trying to tweak it.

Q And when you say you -- you didn't |ook at
every district, for the districts you did |ook at,
what does it nean to you to | ook at thenf

A. Meaning the districts where we tried to
change sonet hi ng that sonebody -- that a | egislator
had -- had requested.

Q And in drawing this district and the
districts in general, we tal ked about did you val ue
keepi ng counti es whol e?

A. That was one of the redistricting
gui del i nes.

Q Do you recall why it would have been

sacrificed in this particular situation?
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A. | don't recall in this parti

situation, but given the fact that we

cul ar

have as many

counties as we do, that was inevitable, to have to

split them

Q Okay. What about -- what about House

District 48?
A. | see it here.

Q Was that one of the district

s that you

| ooked at?

A. | would not be able to say.

Q Do you know if the district core was
mai nt ai ned fromthe 2010 map?

A. | have no idea | ooking at this now.

Q Are you aware of the raci al

of the old HD48?

denogr aphi cs

A. No. | -- I'mnot going to be able to

answer any questions |ike that.
Q Okay. O the new HD48?
A. No.

Q And so when you were | ooking at a

particul ar district, you were able to

and view the racial data for that di st

click on it

rict?

A. | couldn't. | didn't have access to that

sof t war e. But when | was with G na or

apportionment office, if they clicked

Brian in the

on a district,
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then they could nmake that information populate. And
they would do that to look at it thensel ves because
t hey knew that they needed to consider that for
what ever changes we were trying to nake.

Q And you were in the office at tines when
they were clicking on particular districts and
| ooki ng at that data?

A. Yes.

Q And if they were maki ng tweaks, you could

| ook at that data before and after the tweak?

A. Yes.

Q ' mjust going to ask you about a few nore
districts. If you don't know the answer, that's
okay. |1'mgoing to ask the questions.

Go | ook now at House District 49.

A. Okay.

Q Do you recall 1ooking at that district?

A | don't.

Q Can you explain any factors you consi dered

in redrawing that district?

A. We woul d have -- we woul d have asked the
Reapportionnment Office, our |awers to apply the
gui delines and the law. That's all | can tell vyou.

Q Do you know if the district core was

mai nt ai ned fromthe 2010 map?
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A. | can't say, sitting here today.
Q Are you aware of the racial denographics

of the old HD49?

A. | don't know.

Q What about the new HD49?

A | don't know.

Q HD527?

A Okay. | see it.

Q Do you recall reviewing that district?
A No.

Q Are you aware of what factors would have

been considered in redrawing that district?

A The sanme as all of the other ones.

Q Was -- are you aware of whet her the
district core was mai ntained fromthe 2010 map?

A. | don't renmenber.

Q Are you aware of the racial denographics

of the old HD52?

A. No.
Q O new HD52.
A No.
Q. Last one.
HD1047?
A. Okay.
Q And do you recall |ooking at that
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district?
A. Not specifically.
Q Are you aware of what factors were

considered in redrawing that district?

A. The -- the same factors as all of the
ot hers.
Q Are you aware of whether the district core

was mai ntai ned fromthe 2010 map?

A. | don't renenber, sitting here today.

Q Are you aware of the racial denographics
of the old HD104?

A. There is no way | could ever renenber
t hat .

Q O the new HD1047?

A. No.

Q And so are there particular districts you
do renmenber | ooking at?

A. | don't have specific recollection.
It's -- it's hard to do that by the nunmbers, you
know, and they don't stay the sanme after
redistricting. So it's virtually inpossible.

Q Were there specific areas or -- of the
state or districts that you recall specifically
t weaki ng or wor ki ng on?

A. | -- I would have for -- representatives
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wth whom | nmet who made requests who had not
already, in just the -- the drawi ng by the
Reapportionnent Office, who had not gotten sonething
they asked for, we would have pulled themup. And
we did. | think we gave every -- al npbst every
menber who net with nme sonething they asked for, if
not every nenber. And sonetines nore than what

they -- the one thing.

So | just don't recall what they were
because | -- ny nmenory is just -- does not work |ike
that. | just can't remenber the -- the district
nunbers that way.

Q And so you nentioned earlier that you
spoke with about roughly 100 | egislators and got
requests regarding their district?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall how many of those were
accommodated in the initial draft and how many

t weaks needed to be made for?

A | don't recall specifically. | do know
that we -- | opened the file for every single
| egi slator, and we | ooked -- so we did | ook at every

single district, now that |I'mthinking about how we
didit. And if we |ooked at it and we felt |ike

t hey got sonething that they asked for, we closed
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A | did.

Q And | believe you said earlier, the
Denocratic nenbers except for a handful of them
didn't show up for neetings or try to neet with you.

A. Correct.

Q And there was a portal that was nade to
receive public comments as well ?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q And you received, | guess, hundreds of
comments at that portal?

A. | think at last count it was in the 900s
and | thought it went over 1, 000.

Q And all those were nmade available to

menbers to review, right?

A. Yes.
Q And you -- you reviewed those comments, as
you sai d?

A Yes, | did.

Q And we had sone di scussion about the
education data the comm ttees hold.

Do you recall inviting a variety of

different groups interested in redistricting?

A. | did.

Q In both political parties?

A. Yes, both parties.
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Q And the National Conference of State
Legi sl atures?
A That is correct.
Q And the guidelines for the commttee were

adopted after that educational process; is that

ri ght?
A. That is correct.
Q In the map drawi ng process, | know you

tal ked about you primarily did that in the
Reapportionnent Office with Ms. Wight or with
M. Knight; right?

A. Correct.

Q Was political data generally displayed as
you | ooked at different districts?

A. The political data, if you nean the
el ection results, yes.

Q And so it's fair to say you were aware of
the partisan inpact of district lines and you | ooked
at various drafts?

A Yes.

Q VWhen you held the commttee neetings
during the special session, did you generally
receive public comment at those neetings as well?

A. | -- I did not at the very first neeting

where Leader Beverly and | both presented our maps
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