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I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON

COAKLEY PENDERGRASS, et al., )
)
Plaintiffs, )
)
V. ) CIVIL ACTION FI LE NO.
)
BRAD RAFFENSPERGER, et al ., ) 1:21-CV-05339-SCJ
)
Def endant s. )

The DEPOSI Tl ON of :
COAKLEY PENDERGRASS
Bei ng taken pursuant to stipulations herein:
Bef ore Kat hryn Taylor, CCR
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022
Commencing at 3:00 p. m
All parties, including the court reporter, appeared by

vi deoconf er ence.

Job No. 5623315
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A. Yes.
Q Thank you. And did those docunents help

refresh your recollection as to the events that you

wll testify to here today?
A. Yes.
Q Al right. And do you have any docunents or

notes with you today?

A No, | don't.

Q And do you have any notes or menpbs or other
docunents that relate in any way to this case?

A. | do not.

Q Al right. Mving on, we will talk alittle
bit about your background.

Can you pl ease state your full nanme again for
t he record, and your current address?

A. My nane is Coakley Purdy, P-u-r-d-vy,
Pendergrass. That was ny grandfather's nane, so don't
| augh at ne.

Q I'"mnot laughing. | think it's areally
uni que nane.

And what's your current address?

A. I \brictta, Georgi a R

Q And since we're appearing virtually today,
where are you testifying fronf?

A From ny hone at |
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Q.

t hat address?

A
Q
A

years.

> O > O

Q.

to confuse you. So if you don't know the answer to one
of ny questions, saying "I don't know," is a perfectly

fine answer.

A

Q.
Georgi a?

O > O > O

A

and Sout h Caroli na.

Page 12

Thank you. And how I ong have you lived at

Twenty- pl us years.
And how | ong have you lived in Cobb County?

|'d say twenty-five -- twenty-five-plus

VWhat about the state of Ceorgia?
Twenty-five-plus years.

And what was that other Cobb County address?
| don't renmenber. |'msorry.

That's okay. And, again, ny questions aren't

Thank you.

Have you ever resided in any other county in

No.

Have you ever resided in any other state?
Yes.

And what states would that be?

New Yor k.

I's that where you are originally fronf

No. | was born and rai sed bet ween New Yor k
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A. Yes.
Q Of course | know the big chicken.
A. Okay. Yeah, they noved it from Witl ock over

to that area. That's now the nmain voting area. You're

famliar -- are you -- okay. So you are famliar with
our area.
Q Alittle bit. | noved here in 2016, so .

A. Yes, yes.

Q Al right. And how about the runoff? Did
you vote in the sanme |ocation?

A No. The runoff, that would -- that would --
early voting was at the Witlock office.

Q Okay.

A. And | voted early and -- and try to do ny
duty. Civics 101.

Q Al right. Myving on to your politica
affiliations. Do you consider yourself to be a nenber
of the Denocratic Party?

A | do.

Q Do you know when you becane a nenber of the

Denocratic Party?

A. No. | don't know exactly when, no.

Q Has it been since you started voting?
A. Yeah.

Q Okay.
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A. Yes. Since | started voting, yes.

Q Okay. And have you held any | eadership
positions in the Denocratic Party?

A. In the -- yes. | have been a state committee
menber for the Denocratic Party. | have been vice
presi dent of the Cobb County Denocratic Commttee,
have been vice president of the Denocratic Party of
Georgia, CGeorgia's African American Caucus.

Q Al right. So -- and with your state
comm ttee nmenber position, what years would that have
been?

A. My -- | was replaced this year, so it would
have been for the |ast six years.

Q So woul d that have been 20167?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. Lawyers are notoriously bad at math,
so | wanted to make sure that that was correct.

A. And I'm-- and I'mfeverishly trying to
figure it out as we speak. | do believe it would have
I ncl uded 2016.

Q Okay. What about the tine period for the --

was a vice president of the Cobb Denocratic Commttee?

A. Let's see, that would have been -- when was
t? '14, '13, '12 -- | think "12 -- "11, and | think
the -- | think that's -- sonmewhere there is -- it
Page 26

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



© 00 N O 0o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P PP PR PR PR
a o W N P O © 00 N OO 0o A W N B+ O

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 176-9 Filed 03/20/23 Page 7 of 9
Coakley Pendergrass December 15, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 27
began.
Q Somewhere in 2011?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And when did it end?
A. Last -- let's see, this is 2022. 2021 - -

begi nni ng of 2021. You know, don't hold this against
me, but 1'd have to say this, give or take a year. |
don't have it witten down.
Q That's okay. | won't expect you to know the
exact dates.
And what made you want to | eave the --

deposition?

A. | have -- |'ve been doing this type of work
|'d say for the |last 25 years, and | -- January 10th, |
turn 78.

Q Vel |, happy early birthday.
A. Thank you. And COVID and all of this other

stuff, all this community activity, and then -- okay.
And that's basically -- that's basically it.
Q And what years were you vice president of the

Denmocratic Party Georgia African Anerican Caucus?
A Somewhere within the first -- first four
years of the tine period that | gave you.
Q Okay. Starting in 20117
A. Sonmewhere in there, yes.
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Q Ckay. Thank you. Have you ever partici pated
In any activities of the Denocratic Party?

A. You'll have to repeat that.

Q Have you ever participated in any activities

at the Denocratic Party, other than these commttees?

A. Activity such as?
Q Voter registration drives, things |like that.
A. For the DPG, as opposed to our |ocal caucus.

| s that what you are asking ne?

Q Ei t her one.

A. Yes. Voter registration is -- remins
st eady.

Q Okay. Can you think of any other activities?

A. No.

Q Have you ever considered yourself to be a
menber of the Republican Party?

A. No.

Q Is it fair to say you generally support
Denocratic candi dates for election in Georgia?

A. Yes.

Q Have you ever voted for a Republican
candi dat e?

A. Yes.

Q Do you renmenber who?

A. | crossed over, and no, | don't renmenber. |
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A. No.

Q And you've already nentioned that you worked
on this one political canpaign. Have you ever worked
on any other political canpaigns?

A. |'ve supported candidates. 1|'ve held
di fferent candidates in Cobb County running for office.

Q How di d you support thent?

A | woul d vol unteer or donate.

Q Do you renmenber which candi dates in Cobb
County?

A. Al nost every Denocratic candidate that's run
starting -- you could take it back with sone -- from
one -- it would be -- it would behoove you to

financially support a candidate. So a few dollars of
donation, that type of thing, or to pick up or to get a
yard sign or that type -- you know, or that type of
activity.

Q Al right. Myving onto the history of this
case. When did you first learn about this |lawsuit?

A. Locally, I was -- ny name was put in, and |
was recommended to consider being a part of it.

Q Do you know what tinme period that was?

A. l'd say -- | really don't. Things have been
happeni ng so fast, and particularly ny situation with
my knee, I -- I"'mjust -- things have been a bl ur.
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