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Ro�well’� Wood �ay� ‘O��o�’ �a� o�-putti�gly Mu�li� ri�g

Mar 15, 2017

W�e� �y fa�ily �oved to Ro�well i� t�e 1960’�, �uted tur�oil �urrou�ded �c�ool

i�tegratio�. My �ot�er �ad �elped wit� voter regi�tratio� of Africa�-A�erica��.

At �c�ool, I wa� ear�arked a� “liberal” about racial i�tegratio�. T�e Africa�-A�erica�

c�ildre�, �y�elf a�d a bewildered boy fro� t�e Nort� were �et i� two row�, �lig�tly

re�oved fro� t�e cla��, a� arra�ge�e�t replicated o� �eld trip�, etc.

I u�der�tood little of t�e u�dercurre�t�: t�e bravery of t�e black �tude�t�, t�e way� i�

w�ic� �a�y w�ite �tude�t� w�o u�ed t�e “�” word, were �erely co�for�i�g to t�e

word� t�ey �eard.

It wa� ele�e�tary �c�ool for �eave�’� �ake�!

Decade� �ave pa��ed �i�ce t�o�e day� of racial di�tru�t. Good �c�ool� a�d beautiful

park� �ow �y�bolize Ro�well. But I wa� di�couraged to read a rece�t article i� t�e New

Yorker �agazi�e.

Mayor Jere Wood �ake� a wry ob�ervatio� about a ca�didate for t�e April �pecial

electio� i� t�e 6t� Co�gre��io�al Di�trict, Jo� O��o�.

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ   Document 174-17   Filed 03/20/23   Page 2 of 3

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvlxTCZBwYrSplBIlu4k0lvvmB5GurTAlMe0utmfEkYlQtvKxo_Ikm3VRkLf7rNyORD2E_w95z2Oof2oGBWyj7bRlt1Xzpoxi8gBjp1jo51-YIe9MMwIoaWYxdQ6htnM98dgaR2VkEmO3Ggcf4x22Hm_Y4ZrO36H8jV8dQRt4ZWylvbHoHTXg8_ty5V6gN4duPbat181GcT2XY6dYuD7eRUR-upi_Qo8RylYVxnpO4yY5n2FDxQCRt1bJXa4eGKuGgDyOeQnXYpfCroDWVufcM7ZKQVmJ8jcJgWFgiO72hN8l_N-XMsjsYrMnocF_SJbzkQaJXl7-AFa0cwnGbW04KX8DwbzfRhvA&sai=AMfl-YQXIegPYOb_kOgPECjn4Ls25B1kUct4Wxcu3OR_Uu3dRnsBDXjm8jfTmfWT8GjxaPelJMLPjs2S4CYnrynCCWV3fpCvwxikPmpI60r35FZah5Cu3FlbdmbzM3Y8gg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBpIzLRchp-B&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.appenmedia.com/best_of_perimeter_2023/%23//


3/8/23, 1:59 PM Roswell’s Wood says ‘Ossoff’ has off-puttingly Muslim ring | Columnists | appenmedia.com

https://www.appenmedia.com/opinion/columnists/roswell-s-wood-says-ossoff-has-off-puttingly-muslim-ring/article_729681a0-e082-5a2c-a639-9f15369… 2/2

Tag� Jon Osso� Jere Wood Politics Roswell Voter

“T�i� i��’t a yout� vote … �ere,” �e told �e at �i� o�ce, w�e� I a�ked �i� about t�e

�akeup of t�e Siixt�. “T�i� i� a �ature voter ba�e,” �e pau�ed.

“If you ju�t �ay ‘O��o�,’ �o�e folk� are go��a t�i�k, ‘I� �e Mu�li�? I� �e Leba�e�e? I� �e

I�dia�?’ It’� a� et��ic-�ou�di�g �a�e, eve� t�oug� �e �ay be a w�ite guy, fro�

Scotla�d or w�erever.”

W�at a� i�tere�ti�g way to c�aracterize Ro�well’� voter�!

Wood re�ark� �ow O��o�’� �a�e �a� a� o�-putti�gly Mu�li� ri�g, �ot quite w�ite.

I �ope i��igra�t�, w�o �elped build Ro�well a�d live �ere, �ote i�plicatio�� of Wood’�

‘�ature voter,’ a� o�e w�o vote� ba�ed o� race, religio� or a�ce�tral origi�.

Maybe t�o�e day� w�e� �a�y w�ite �tude�t� ��u��ed black �tude�t� are �ot �o far

away.

I equally �ope t�at ‘�ature’ voter� re�po�d to ca�didate�’ i�tegrity a�d idea�. Or i� it �till

1966 w�ere “w�ite guy” i� t�e �ai� quali�catio�?

– Karee� Malo�e, Ro�well
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