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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Good afternoon. M nane
is Dani el Alnekinder; | amthe reporter assigned by
Veritext to take the record of this proceeding. W
are now on the record at 1:08 p.m Eastern.

This is the deposition of Richard --
excuse nme -- Robert Richards taken in the matter of
Coakl ey Pendergrass, et al. vs. Brad Raffensperger, et
al. on Decenber 5th -- Decenber 5, 2022, at |
B  Povder Springs, Georgia IR

I am a notary authorized to take
acknowl edgnents and adm ni ster oaths in Georgi a.
Parties agree that | will swear in the w tness
renmotely.

Addi tionally, absent an objection on
the record before the witness is sworn, all parties
and the wi tness understand and agree that any
certified transcript produced fromthe recordi ng of
this proceeding:

- is intended for all uses permtted

under applicabl e procedural and

evidentiary rules and laws in the sane
manner as a deposition recorded by

st enogr aphi ¢ neans; and

- shall constitute witten stipulation

800.808.4958
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of such.

At this time will everyone in
att endance pl ease identify yourself for the record.

MR. JONES: Good afternoon. M chael
Jones of the Elias Law G oup. |'m counsel for
Plaintiff, Robert Richards. And I'mjoined this

nmor ni ng by Jonat han Hawl ey.

MS. LARCSS: Good norning. It's Diane

LaRoss from Taylor English, and | represent the --
THE REPORTER: |I'm sorry, ma'am your
audio cut out there. The last thing I got was, |

represent.

MS5. LARCSS: | represent the defendants

inthis matter. And |I'mjoined by a few attorneys

this norning, all fromour law firm and they are Don

Boyl e, Bryan Jacoutot, Dan Weigel, Hannah Cl app,

and -- let ne make sure. And that's all we have so
far. We m ght be joined by Bryan Tyson. |'m not sure
if his schedule will permt that.

THE REPORTER: And he is here, m'am
just to let you know.

M5. LARCSS: Onh. Sorry about that,
Bryan. | just saw you.

MR. TYSON: No problem | won't take

it personally.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MS. LARCSS: Yeah. He knows ny
technol ogy abilities are a little challenged at tines.

THE REPORTER: All right. And M.
Ri char ds?

MR. RICHARDS: And | am Robert
Ri chards. |1'mone of the plaintiffs.

THE REPORTER: All right. Thank you.

Heari ng no objection, I will now swear
in the wtness.

Sir, please raise your right hand.
State and spell your nane for the record, if you
woul d.

MR. RI CHARDS: Robert Ray Richards.
R OB-EFR-T. RAY. RI-GCGHARDS
VWHEREUPON,

ROBERT RAY RI CHARDS,

called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as follows:

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

Ms. LaRoss, you mmy proceed when ready.

MS5. LARCSS: Thank you

This will be the deposition of Robert
Ri chards taken pursuant to notice and agreenent of

counsel. The deposition will be taken by Defendant,

800.808.4958
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Secretary of State, Brad Raffensperger, and nembers of
the State Election Board for purposes of discovery and
all other purposes allowable under the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure.

Al'l objections, except those going to
the formof the question and responsiveness of the
answer, are reserved until trial or the first use of
the deposition if that's agreeable with counsel.

MR. JONES: It is.

MS. LARCSS: Thank you. And, M ke, how
do you and your client wish to handl e signature of the
deposition?

MR. JONES: We would |ike to review and
si gn.

MS. LAROSS: Okay. Thank you

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. LAROGSS:
Q M. Richards, as | nentioned, ny nane is
Di ane LaRoss, and | represent the defendants in the
lawsuit that we're here about today.

So in addition to some of the housekeeping
instructions that the court reporter already went over
with you, which are very hel pful, | have just a couple
nore to add.

It's inmportant that, again, you and | not

800.808.4958
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speak at the sane tine. So | will do ny level best to
not interrupt you. And if you could wait until
conplete my question until beginning your answer --

even if you know t he answer of what that m ght be, if
you could just wait until | have finished, then that
wi Il enable the court reporter to have a clear and
accurate transcript of everything that we say today.

So is that agreeable to you, M. Richards?

A Yes, it is.

Q Thank you. And also, we need to nake sure
that we speak clearly and |loudly, so that the court
reporter can take down everything that we say.

And | do want to let you know -- and -- if
at any time, you need to take a break, M. Richards,
that's entirely fine. Just let us know. | would
sinply ask that if there's a question before you, that
you respond to the question and give you answer
conpl etely before we take a break.

Is that al so agreeable to you?

A Yes, it is.

Q Okay. Thank you. And we also ask that you
not have any electric -- sorry -- electronic devices
on during the deposition, such as your cell phone or
have your e-mail up. Okay. | can see that --

A "Il turn it off right now.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Thank you. | appreciate that. There won't
be any interference that way, and that's hel pful.
Thank you. And certainly, if you need to take a cal
at any point, just let us know Again, that would be
fine. But now have you turned off your cell phone and
any other electronic devices or -- that you have with
you today?

A | have.

Q Ckay. Thank you. And I would al so ask that
you not have your e-mail up on your conputer during
the deposition. Just sinply that we be -- together.

Is that al so agreeabl e?

THE REPORTER: Oh. ['m-- I'"msorry,
ma' am  Your audio got a bit garbled there. Can you
repeat that?

MS. LARCSS: Am | speaking too fast,
Dan?

THE REPORTER: You're not speaking too
fast. It's just the connection is all, m' am

M5. LAROSS: Okay. All righty. Okay.
| forgot what | said.

THE REPORTER: The begi nni ng of what |
have is to not have your e-nmail up.

MS. LAROSS: Okay. All right. Thank

you.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q And so on the -- not having your e-mail up
on your conputer, and that's agreeable to you, M.

Ri char ds?

A It is.

Q Thank you. Thank you. And | also do want
to say that for -- it is not ny purpose during the
deposition to confuse you. So that if there's any
question that | ask that you don't understand, can we
agree and -- can | count on you to let me know?

Yes.

Q Okay. Thank you. And | understand that M.

Jones represents you today during your deposition. Is

t here anyone there in the roomw th you where you're

| ocat ed?
A No.
Q M. Richards, have you ever given a

deposition before?

A Yes.

Q How many ti mes?

A The total nunmber, | can't recount. More
t han ten.

Q Okay. And are -- those depositions, are
they in connection with work or are they -- or what

are they in connection to?

800.808.4958
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A They were all in connection with work.

Q And what about your job that -- would
occasion you to have to give that nunber of
depositions?

A Law enforcenent and federal governnent.

Q Okay. Al right. And we'll get to your
enpl oynent in a bit.
So have you ever given a deposition in a

voting or election related natter?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you ever testified at trial?

A Yes.

Q And woul d that be connected with your

enpl oynent ?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever testified in an election or
voting rights related trial?

A No, | have not.

Q Al so, just so the record is clear, have you
t aken any nedications that nay keep you fromfully and
untruthfully participating in today's deposition?

A No, | have not.

Q And do you have any nedical conditions that
woul d keep you fromfully and truthfully participating

in today's deposition?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A No, | do not.
Q Thank you. Have you ever filed any |awsuits
before or been a party filing a | awsuit?
A Yes, | have.
Q And in what cases woul d that be?
A A action against Baltinore City related to

di sparate treatnent of African Anerican officers.

Q And were you one of the nanmed plaintiffs in

t hat case?
A Yes, | was.
Q And when was that matter filed, just

general | y?

A 1999.
Q And how was that natter resol ved?
A There was a -- as | recall, there was a

class action. The City Mayor and City Counsel
to certain actions to resolve the matters.

Wuld you like me to go further?

Q That's okay. Was it resolved by settlenment?

A Yes.
Q And in that matter, was it connected to
enpl oynent -- let me ask it this way.

Were you enployed by the City of Baltinore

at the tine that the action arose?

A I was.

agr eed

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And you've nmentioned that the | awsuit
concerned disparate treatnent. What in particular had
you clainmed in that |awsuit against the City of
Bal ti nore?

A Fai rness and equity and di scipline.

Q And did you feel that you weren't --
sorry -- treated fairly in -- by the City of
Bal ti nore?

A This will require a two-part answer. All
right. The one -- the one is in reference to the
officers. There was specific evidence that
denonstrated that mnority officers were given harsher
di scipline than non-minority officers. | was a part
of that class action.

My individual action, which are two separate
cases around the sane tine, was regarding ny treatnent
as the first African American pilot to conmand the
aviation unit and the extent to which the City dealt
with me related to discipline, fairness, and equity.
Both were settl ed.

Q Okay. Both of those actions, were they
going on -- were they together or were they -- are
they two separate |awsuits?

A Two separate actions. They happened in

overlapping tinelines. They didn't start at the sane

800.808.4958
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time, but they had overlapping tinelines.
Q And when did your individual |awsuit -- the

second one that you described, when was that one

filed?

A Hn | think in 2000.

Q Okay.

A Actually, let me -- let nme anend that. '96.
And then -- 1996, when | was a sergeant. That was

settled. Let nme correct all that. 1996, when | was a
sergeant, | filed the lawsuit. And then in 2000, we
had to refil e because they took additional actions.

Q And in that action that was filed originally
in 1996 and then refiled in 2000, were you the only
plaintiff in that litigation?

A In the individual suit, yes.

Q And the other lawsuit that you' ve spoken
about, the class action, did the class action arise
fromyour treatnent as -- by the City of Baltinore --
simlar claims to what you were nmaking in your
i ndi vi dual | awsuit?

A No. The -- the one -- the class action for
the City was related to the data that was gathered by
the City's own community relations -- that was
confirmed by the Community Rel ati ons Conm ssion for

the City of Baltinmore and the Federal EECC, regarding

800.808.4958
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t he broader aspect of African Americans and the extent
to which their discipline -- when conpared to
simlarly situated non-mnority officers, that it was
harsher. So it was in that context.
It wasn't just nme, Louis Hopson, Shirley

Onyango [ph], John Mack -- a nunber of the people who
were naned. But it was a broader perspective -- not
just on the individual, but the agency's own dat a.

Q Ckay. And the class action, do you know

what court that was filed in?

A It was -- it was in federal court, but | do
not know -- | think it was Judge Ni ckerson at that
time, that saw -- for whatever reason, his name sticks

out in ny mind. And | think he was Magi strate Judge
Ni ckerson at the tinme. |'mnot sure, you know, of the
i nnerwor ki ngs of the federal court as it relates to
who reports to whom But, yeah, that's -- that's as
much as | renmenber on that.

Q Al right. And then the individual action
that you' ve also -- the other lawsuit that you' ve
spoken about, what court was that filed in?

A It was also in federal court and oddly
enough, Judge Ni ckerson again, as | recall.

Q In either action, did the judge make any

factual findings on the record, or was the matter

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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filed, and then it settled out of court?

A It was filed and settled out of court, as |
recal | .

Q And were the settlenments to your
satisfaction in both of those cases?

A My individual settlenment was to ny
satisfaction. | would say both were, given the
circunstances. Yes.

Q Have you been a party to any other |lawsuits

ot her than the one we're here about today, and the two
t hat you' ve described thus far?

A | have not.

Q So then is it fair to say that the action
that we're here about today is the only election
related lawsuit that you' ve been a party to?

A Absol ut el y.

Q Okay. And, M. Richards, have you ever been
charged with a crinme?

A No.

Q So then | woul d understand that you' ve never
been convicted of a crine.

A That's correct.

Q Okay. Have you discussed this case with
anyone other than your attorney?

A Not t he case. Not where we are now. And as

800.808.4958
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| explained to the attorney -- and | -- | do want to
make sure that |'mclear, when this was brought to ny
attention about the redistricting, | spoke with
Representative WI kerson regarding ny concern on it.
And he informed nme about the actions that were being
taken relative to address it and whether or not |
wanted to be a party toit. And that's it. No -- no
one el se.

Well, there was an article in the newspaper,
which | think we submtted as a part of either
interrogatory or the discovery. | can't renenber
which at this point. And | submtted that. And --
and those were public statenments that | made relative
to the redistricting.

Q And what newspaper did that article appear

A Okay. So | do not renember, but it was
subm tted.

Q Was it The Atlanta Journal, or would it have
been a | ocal paper in Marietta --

A No. | want to say it's New York Tines or --
| -- 1 cannot renenber. |It's |like The New York Tines
or one of those national publications.

Q And as you nmentioned in that article, they

have -- the article includes statenents nade by you?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Right. Statenents relative to equitable
representation. Yes.

Q Okay. And what were the statements as best
as you can recall?

A CGenerally, that | did not believe that the
redistricting effort at that time would fully allow
for representation of the majority -- the majority of
the mnority African American comunity, and that |
felt it was diluting our vote.

And ny ancillary concerns around what would
then be our new representative -- around her
engagenent or lack thereof with the mnority
community, and the incendiary comments she had been
making up to that point, to nme in my mnd, stoking
raci al division.

Q Do you recall any of the other statenments
t hat you made to the newspaper?

A Not -- not wi thout having to stretch ny
menmory, no. And | don't want to be inaccurate. But
the article --

Q I --

A But we -- but we submtted it, and it's
there in the record, | believe.

Q Okay. Thank you. Yeah. And ny questioning

today is just based on your best nenory, so that's

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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fine.

A Yep. Thank you.

Q Did you review anything to prepare for your
deposition today?

A | did. | reviewed the -- in part, the
conpl aint, not in detail, and the interrogatories.

Q And the interrogatories that you revi ewed,
did those include your responses to those
i nterrogatories?

A So again, in brief, |I reviewed it on ny way

fromny worksite to here, in the car. And so | just
skimred through it, and I tried to | ook for anything
that may be relevant to what you may ask me today, as
a neans to refresh ny nmenory, which | didn't do that
good of a job at. But, yes, that was the extent. It
wasn't a deep dive or a conprehensive review of either
docunent .

Q Did you review anything else in preparation
for your deposition today?

A No.

Q And did you speak with anyone ot her than
your attorney? Let nme just add this too, M.
Ri chards. Let nme just add, too, that in response to
any of ny questions, we -- |I'mnot |ooking for any

conversations or things that you have told or

800.808.4958
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di scussed with your attorney.

So | just want to nmke sure that you know
that 1"'mnot referring to that. It's just sinply --
because | woul d understand that you spoke with your
| awyer before the deposition. Wuld that be correct?

A Yes.

Q Did you speak with anyone el se outside --

A | have not.

Q Ckay. Have you nmade any notes or nenos or
docunents -- or witten documents or electronic
docunents that relate in any way to this case?

A No.

Q You nentioned earlier, M. Richards, that
you live on | ' " Powder Springs; is that
correct?

A Yes. It's hard to say. Yes.

Q Ckay. | know. | alnost said | but !
can see that it's |G

And how | ong have you |ived at that address?

A 2016. June 2016.

Q And that address is in Powder Springs;
correct?

A It is, yes.

Q And in Cobb County; correct?

A Yes.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Q How | ong have you lived in Cobb County?

A June 2016.

Q Okay. How long have you lived in the State
of Georgia?

A Decenber 2006 -- yes.

Q In what county did you live in Georgia in
20067

A Fulton. South Fulton to be exact.

Q VWhile living in South Fulton in 2006, what

was your address then?

A | don't renmenber. Yeah. _
I At anta, Georgia M -- ! think.

Don't get nme -- don't -- don't hold ne to the ZIP

Q Okay. Thank you. And how long did you live
at that address?

A Until June 2016.

Q So you were at the South Fulton address for
about ten years; would that be correct?

A Roughly. Uh- huh.

Q What occasi oned your nove to Cobb County
from Sout h Ful ton?

A School s.

Q And that woul d be schools for your children?

A For ny child at that tinme -- nmy youngest.

The rest of them are out of school.

800.808.4958
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Q And what school in Cobb County did your
youngest child attend?

A Varner for elementary school. Tapp M ddle
for mddle. And then MEachern Hi gh School .

Q And t hen when you noved to Cobb County in

2016, that was to the | 2ddress; correct?

A That is correct. That is correct.

Q And that's the address where you |live now,
correct?

A That is correct.

Q And is that a hone? Is it in a subdivision?
VWhat ki nd of -- describe your neighborhood for ne, if
you woul d.

A Okay. A single-famly, fairly | arge hone.
They're all |ike 5,600 square feet. Fairly separate,
which is one of the draws to this particular
subdi vision. So to answer your next point, it is a
subdi vision. Sixty-eight homes. Mostly retired,
either |aw enforcenent, mlitary, sonme elected
official, to include M. WIkerson. That's it.

Q Does your subdivision -- does -- is there a
nanme to your subdi vision?

A TtUs I
.

Q You nmentioned that in 2006, you -- was when

Veritext Lega Solutions
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you first nmoved to Georgia. Were did you |ive before
t hen?

A I n Maryl and.

Q Have you lived in any states other than
Maryl and and Georgi a?

A Yes.

Q And what are those?

A Okay. | was in the mlitary, so | noved
around a lot, so there are quite a few | was a
aviation --

Q Ckay.

A | was a pilot in the Arny. So do you want

me to go through all of thent

Q | mean, | -- did you ever |ive overseas?

A No.

Q Okay. Yeah. If you could just give ne the
states as best as you can.

A Ckay. I'll work in reverse order. So
you've got Maryland. New York. Kansas. Al abam
Virginia. And briefly in Texas, but | don't think
that technically counts.

Q Ckay. Al right. And was Maryl and the
state where you lived the |ongest outside of Georgia?

A Well, | was an original resident of New

York, so, you know, | grew up in New York. So in

800.808.4958
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terns of living, | would say New York is probably the
| ongest. Yeah, | -- | would say Georgia is probably
the |l ongest at this point.

Q Okay. So were you born in New York?

A No. | was born in the West Indies --
Jamai ca, West Indies.

Q And then how old were you when you noved to
New Yor k?

A Ni ne, ten, sonething |like that.

Q And where did you live after New York? Was
that up in Kansas?

A No. Virginia after that.

Q Okay. And how ol d were you when you noved
from New York to Virginia?

A | was in the Arny. | was 19 years old.

Q How | ong did you live in Virginia?

A From 1982 to 1985.

Q Where did you live next?

A Al abama. Specifically, Fort Rucker,
Al abama, where | went through flight training.

Q And then in 1985, where did you nove to?

A Well, | actually noved in '86 because flight
training was a year-and-a-half |ong.

Q Ckay. So --

A So '86 -- so "86 to '88 or '89 -- '"89, | was

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696



A W DN

© 00 ~N o ou

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 161 Filed 03/17/23 Page 26 of 104

Robert Richards December 5, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 26

in Kansas. Manhattan, Kansas to be exact, assigned to

the First Infantry Division -- the Attack Helicopter
Bri gade there. Actually, it's the Attack Helicopter
Battalion, not brigade.

Q And then after Kansas, where did you nove
fromthere?

A Upstate New York. Technically, assigned to
the 10th Mountain Division -- the Air Calvary Unit
there in -- out of Watertown, New York. But we were
physically billeted in Giffiss Air Force Base, which
is -- has a physical address of Rome, New York. So
was at Giffiss Air Force Base, but | was technically
assigned to Watertown.

Q And how did you -- sorry. Strike that.

How |l ong did you live in New York at that
poi nt ?

A '89 to '91.

Q And then after that, where did you live?

A Maryl and. From '91 to 2006 in Maryl and.
Sept enber ' 91.

Q Do you own any property in Maryl and?

A | do. I'mselling it today after this
deposi tion.

Q And what is that? |Is that a home? O what

ki nd of property is --

800.808.4958
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A It's -- it's a hone.
Q And have you owned that hone since the tine
you noved from Maryl and to Ceorgi a?
A | have not. | bought it -- it's an
i nvestnent -- it -- well, not really an investnent
property. It's a -- a in-law property, a famly

property by way of ny wife. W bought it, and now
we're selling it.

Q How | ong did you own that property?

A About two years now, | think -- sonething
i ke that.
Q Do you own any property in any state other

t han Georgia, other than the hone that you're selling
this afternoon?

A No, | do not.

Q ' mgoing to ask you sone questions, M.
Ri chards, about your education. So how far did you
get in school?

A | have an MBA.

Q And what is your MBA in?

A Busi ness admi nistration. Strategic
managenent, to be specific.

Q And where did you receive your MBA fronf

A Morgan State University in Maryl and.

Q And when did you receive your MBA from

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Morgan State?
A You sai d where or when?
Q l'"'msorry. Yes. | said when.
A VWhen. Decenber 2006. And then | noved
her e.
Q And what occasi oned your nove to Georgia?
A Famly. | wanted to | eave Maryl and. New

opportunities. All of the above.

Q Do you still have famly in Maryl and?
A | do not.
Q And when you say new opportunities in

Georgia, just generally, what would that have been?
A Busi ness. Wbrk.
Q So did you nove to Georgia for a job -- for

enpl oynent ?

A I nmoved to Georgia for enploynment in a
general sense. | did not have a -- yeah, | noved to
Georgia for enploynent for -- in a general sense. M
famly had a real estate business here. | noved here

to join the famly, doing real estate.

Q And your famly's real estate business,
where was that |ocated?

A Oh. This was, honestly, all just really
I ndependent stuff that we had been doing as just a

congl oneration of folks -- you know, identifying

Veritext Lega Solutions
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opportunities in the real estate market. It was
short-lived for nme because | went into the federal
governnent. But it was for a good year or so, | did
t hat .

Q Ckay. |I'mgoing to cone back to sone
guestions about your enploynment. But | just wanted to
conpl ete the -- ny questions about your educati on.

A Okay.

Q You nentioned that you got your MBA from
Morgan State. \Where did you conplete your
under gr aduat e school i ng?

A Enbry- Ri ddl e Aeronautical University, also
in Maryland. Through the satellite canpus at Andrews
Air Force Base of Enbry-Ri ddle.

Q Any ot her graduate education other than your
master's progrant?

A No.

Q And what degree did you receive from-- was
it Amber Little?

A No. Enbry-Riddle. Onh, they would get you
for that. Enbry-Riddle Aeronautical University. And
it's a degree in aeronautical science and a mnor in
avi ation safety.

Q Ckay. Any ot her degrees besides your degree

from Enbry-Ri ddl e and the -- Mrgan State?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A No.
Q Have you had any other training or |icensing
or certifications other than what you've described to

us thus far?

A Yes.
Q And | guess, how about we start with --
ot her than your -- the trainings and certifications

you' ve received connected to being a pilot. Anything
el se outside of that?

A Yes. | received a nunber of certifications
in federal contracting. | was the director of
contracting for Region 4 for the U S. Departnment of
Labor -- Region 4, and there are a host of

certifications that were required for that.

Q Any other categories like that -- |ike
federal contracting or -- other than your training as
a pilot?

A Yes. I|I'malso what's called a del egated

exam ning unit, certified professional as a federal
seni or executive and human resources from-- by OPM
O fice of Personnel Managenent.
Q And when did you receive that certification?
A Earlier |ast year. A ballpark, |I'd say
February of |ast year, sonething |ike that.

Q Any other certifications or licensing?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Not relevant -- well, not outside of what
you -- the broad spectrum of aviation that you
out i ned.

Q Okay. Have you ever had any training in
el ections or election adm nistration?

A No.

Q So now I'lIl turn to talking with you about

your enploynment. We've touched on it periodically
thus far in your deposition, but I'mgoing to ask you
sone specific questions about that.
M. Richards, are you currently enpl oyed?

A | am

Q And where are you enpl oyed?

A I'"'ma federal senior executive with the
I nternal Revenue Service. |'mthe director of

col |l ecti on.

Q And how | ong have you held that position?

A As the director of collection, about two
years. And specifically, I'"'mthe director for
collections -- Canpus Col |l ections-Atlanta. And |'ve
been there -- |I've been here for about two years.

Q So is your office in Atlanta, or is it |ocal

A No. M officeis -- no. M officeis -- is

in Atlanta. It's the canmpus in Atlanta. And of

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



A W DN

© 00 ~N o ou

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 161 Filed 03/17/23 Page 32 of 104

Robert Richards December 5, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 32
course, | cover nmultiple states, not just Atlanta.
Q How | ong have you worked for the Internal

Revenue Service?

A Since June 2015.

Q And then before June 2015, where did you
wor k?

A The Federal Aviation Adm nistration,
briefly, in D.C

Q And while you were working for the Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration, were you residing here in
Georgia at that point or did you --

A No. | was in -- | was -- | was --

THE REPORTER: " m sorry, sir. ' m
sorry, sir.

And, ma'am can you repeat the
guestion?

MS. LARCSS: Yes.
BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q M. Richards, while you were working for the
Federal Aviation Adm nistration in D.C., did you
reside in Georgia?

A Okay. No. | was in Virginia -- Crystal
City, Virginia.

Q And what was the tinme period that you were

residing in Crystal City, Virginia?

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696




© 00 N oo o0 b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P P P P P P P PP R
o A W N B O © 00 N O U b~ W N +—» O

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 161 Filed 03/17/23 Page 33 of 104

Robert Richards December 5, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 33

A Sept enber 2014 to June 2015, when | went to

the I RS.
Q When did you first nove to Georgi a?
A | was --
MR. JONES: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.
M5. LARCSS: Sure. | think |I've got
sonme dates here confused.
BY MS. LARGCSS:
Q So did you nove to -- did you say that you
noved to CGeorgia in 20067
A That's correct.

Q Okay. So then in 2006, did you reside in

Georgia up until the time that you noved in Septenber

2014 to Washi ngton, D.C. ?
A | resided --
Q O sorry. To Crystal --

THE REPORTER: |'msorry. To Crystal?

M5. LARCSS: Crystal City, Virginia.
THE WTNESS: So | resided in Ceorgia
and in Virginia. M famly was here -- held a house

here. | noved to D.C. because the job physically

required me to be in D.C., which is often the case in

f ederal governnent.

Il
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BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q So while you were residing in Crystal City,
Virginia, your famly lived at that | NG
address in Powder Springs?

A No, because renenber, | noved to |
B » 2016.

Q Ch, got it. Okay. So at that point, they
were living in South Fulton?

A That's correct.

Q Has there been any other tinme when you have
lived in a different place fromyour famly? As
you' ve descri bed, sone -- it happens in federal
gover nment soneti nmes.

A Yeah. \When you're in -- when you're in the
Arny, as you know, your famly will be in one place,
and you'll be in another place. So that happened at
varying times. M famly lived in New York, but | may
have been physically deployed to Kansas.

Q Okay. Let's talk about when you noved to
Georgia in 2006. And I think you nentioned that that
nove was occasi oned by -- at least in part, by
enpl oynent opportunities.

Where did you work -- what was your first
j ob when you noved to Georgia?

A Basically, an entrepreneurship in real

Veritext Lega Solutions
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estate. So the primary place was from hone, working
with famly and friends, |ooking at real estate deals
that were available in the market at that time, buying
homes, flipping them-- those things.

Q So you're saying that you were buying hones
in the market. Where was the market |ocated? Was it
just in the Atlanta area, only in South Fulton? O
where were the hones | ocated that were involved in
your real estate practice?

A Kind of the netro -- Atlanta Metro area.

Q And what counties would that have been in?

A Ful ton County. The City of Atlanta, of
course -- which of course, as you know, is inside
Ful t on County.

Q Any in DeKalb or Cobb or any of the other

metro counties?

A Not hing in Cobb. | think there was one on
the outskirts of the city, but | still think it was
still Fulton County, not in another county.

MS. LAROSS: Excuse ne. Can you guys
hear me?

THE REPORTER: Yes, m'am

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MS. LAROSS: Okay. Great. M phone

was doing sonething really weird there. OCkay. Geat.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q How | ong did you work in real estate in the
fam |y business that you described?

A From Decenber to when | was hired the
follow ng May, by the Departnent of Labor. So it was
short-lived, as | previously nmentioned.

Q And if you would, rem nd ne of what year you
were hired by the Departnment of Labor.

A So it was -- so it was |ike May 2007.

Q After you were hired by the Departnent of
Labor in 2007, did you continue working in the real
estate business?

A No --

Q That you' ve descri bed.

A Not -- no. | sold ny properties --
properties that | nmay have had. But, no, | did not
work in the real estate business.

Q And in May of 2007, what was your job for
t he Departnment of Labor?

A It's a weird title. [It's called regiona
adm ni strative services officer or RASO, R-A-S-O. And
do you want nme to explain the job or?

Q Yeah, just generally --

A Okay.

Q That woul d be --

800.808.4958
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A | was the -- | was the division chief for
adm ni strative services for the region. Contracting,
space, telecomunication, continuity of operation.

Q And how | ong did you work for the Depart nment
of Labor?

A Up to 2014, when | went to the FAA
worked in different capacities. As you know, in
federal government, you nove around. So | worked for
the Departnment of Labor in the aggregate, up until
Sept enber 2014, but in varying capacities.

Q And just generally speaking, what were the
capacities that you worked for the Departnent of Labor
from 2007 to 2014, other than what you' ve descri bed?

A The only other job I had was as a
director -- a director of admnistration for the
O fice of Foreign Labor Certification.

Q Any ot her positions with the Departnent of

Labor ?
A No.
Q Whil e you were working at the Departnent of

Labor, was your office in Downtown Atlanta, or where
was the office |ocated?

A It was in Downtown Atl anta.

Q And in that job -- or in the work that you

did for the Departnment of Labor, did you have occasion

Veritext Lega Solutions
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to travel outside of the State of Georgia, or were you
pretty nmuch based in CGeorgia?

A | was pretty nuch based in Georgia.

Q In 2014, when you |left the Departnent of
Labor, where did you go to work?

A The FAA in D.C

Q And was that for the period of tinme that you
lived in Crystal City?

A That is correct.

Q And you may have nentioned it --

MS. LAROCSS: Can you guys see ne?

THE W TNESS: Yes, we can --

MS. LAROSS: Has ny video --

THE WTNESS: | was -- | was going to
tell you that we can still see you because | see that
confused | ook on your face.

MS. LAROSS: Okay. We're going to need
to go off the record just for a nonent because the
video on ny conputer has turned off. So if we could
go off the record for a nonent -- if that's all right
with everyone.

THE REPORTER: We are off the record.
The time is 2:02 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: W are back on the

800.808.4958
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record. The tinme is 2:03 p.m
You may proceed when ready, Counsel.
BY MS. LAROGSS:
Q M. Richards, | think we were talking about
your work for the FAA in 2014. Just generally

speaki ng, what was it that you did for the FAA at that

time?

A | had two functions. | was -- | can't even
remenber the -- the title of the first one. | just
remenber the second one -- the primary one, which was

the deputy director for Conpensation, Benefits, and
Wrklife for the FAA. The deputy director, | should
say. The deputy director for Conpensation, Benefits,
and Worklife.

Q And did you hold that position for the

duration of your work with the FAA in Crystal City?

A That's correct. Until | went to the IRS in
2015.

Q And working for the IRS, is -- | may have
asked you this before, so forgive ne if | have. |Is
that a job where you work at their office or how -- or

do you work from honme?
A So we teleworked -- teleworked | ess then.
We certainly do it a lot now So you work in their

of fice, but you could be renpte. And there were tines
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during ny initial transition, that I was there
physically in D.C. And of course, now|l'mhere in
Georgia, and |I've served in nultiple roles.

Q So how long were you transitionally in D.C.
whil e working for the | RS?

A Through seni or executive training, which is,

| think, June to Novenber, sonething |ike that --

2015. | could be off by -- you know, but it's Ilike,
June to Novenber of that year -- of 2015.
Q And after your executive training, were you

wor ki ng out of D.C. again, and have you worked out of
Atlanta --
A Qut of Atlanta after that.
Q Do you currently have any other enpl oynent
ot her than your work with the I RS?
A | do not.
Q Do you own any properties in Georgia?
A Ot her than --
MR. JONES: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.
MS. LAROSS: Okay. So are you going to
instruct himnot to answer?
MR. JONES: | didn't say that.
Robert, you can go ahead and answer if

you'd like.
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THE W TNESS: Okay. Oher than -- just

for point of clarification, other than the property
that 1"'mliving in, no.
BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q Are you currently registered to vote in
Geor gi a?

A I am

Q And when did you first register to vote in
Georgi a?

A I woul d expect 2007. Because | got here in
2006 -- Decenber 2006, so I'mpretty sure it was 2007.

Q Before nmoving to Georgia, did you vote in
any ot her state?

A Yes, in Maryland when | lived in Maryl and.

Q Have you voted in any other state other than

Maryl and and Georgi a?

A In New York when I lived in New York. But
again, | was in the mlitary, renenber? So | would
vot e absentee because | was novi ng around.

Q So other than Maryl and, New York, and
Georgia, have you voted anywhere el se?

A | have not.

Q Are you currently registered to vote at your

current address?

A Yes.

800.808.4958

Veritext Lega Solutions

770.343.9696



A W DN

© 00 ~N o ou

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 161 Filed 03/17/23 Page 42 of 104

Robert Richards December 5, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 42

Q I n what congressional district did you

reside in before the recent redistricting took effect?

A So -- so to be honest with you, | don't
remenber the district nunber. | do not.

Q Do you renenber who your representative was?

A Oh, God. | knew you were going to ask ne
that. | just know his face. |I'mold, and | can't --
| can't remenber his nanme. | -- | mean, | can see

him but | cannot renmenber his nane.
Q How about just in general -- and I won't
hold you to this, but just describe himfor me. It

was a nml e.

A Yeah, African Anerican male, gray hair on
t he side.

Q Okay.

A Awesome tal ker. Was there for ny interests
and ny concerns. And | -- | know he would be upset

with nme because | cannot remenber his nanme. Wen
you're 59, you'll -- you'll know what |'mtalking
about .
Q Is it David Scott?
There you go. David.

Q Il will not tell himthat you didn't renenber

A Yeah, please don't -- don't. Yes. Thank

Veritext Lega Solutions
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you.

Q And now you reside in District 14; is that
correct?

A The -- yes. The redrawn district, District
14, under Ms. G eene.

Q Looki ng back on all of your voting while in

Georgi a, have you voted in each election since you

registered -- first registered to vote in Georgia?
A Every election. That's correct.
Q So how about -- have you voted in every

Presidential Preference Primry?
A Yes.
Q And have you voted in all other |ocal or

other primaries in the State of Georgia?

A | have.

Q Have you voted in every general election in
Georgia since you have -- since you were -- registered
to vote?

A | have.

Q Have you voted in all special elections in

Georgia since you registered to vote?

A Yes, | have.

Q What precinct did you vote in for the
Novenber 2022 el ection?

A | always early vote, so different |ocations.

800.808.4958
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| can just give you the -- the -- we -- the center off
Dal | as Hi ghway. Ron Anderson. So we can vote in
varying | ocations when you early vote, as you know, as
long as it's in the county. So we just go to
different | ocations depending on what the wait tinme is
because you -- there's an app, and you can see the
wait tine.

Q So do you think in Novenmber 2022, that you

voted at the location off of Dallas H ghway that you

descri bed -- the Ron Anderson --
A ['"mpretty -- I"'mpretty sure | did, yeah
Q And for the runoffs tonmorrow, | understand
that you -- did you vote early for that election?
A |'ve already voted, yes.

Q And where did you vote for the -- tonmorrow s
runoff el ection?

A The one over by Tapp M ddl e School, ny
daughter's mddle school. | may have the nane
confused, but it's over by Tapp M ddle School, and
it's in Powder Springs.

Q Do you consider yourself a nenber of the
Denocratic Party?

A | do.

Q How | ong have you been a nenber of the

Denocratic Party?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A | think fromthe tine | could vote from when
| was in the mlitary -- when | turned 18.

Q Have you ever held any | eadership positions
in the Denpocratic Party?

A No.

Q Have you ever served on any conm ttees
for -- in the party?

A No.

Q Have you participated in any activities of
t he Denocratic Party?

A No. |'m forbidden under the -- yeah, |I'm
f or bi dden.

Q And why are you forbidden?

A Federal |aw prohibits --

Q s it --

A Yeah. Federal |aw prohibits ne from being
active.

Q So have you been prohibited by law to --
fromparticipating in activities of the Denocratic
Party since the time you noved to Georgia?

A Not for the period that I was not enployed
by the federal governnent because the Hatch Act
woul dn't apply to me as a regular citizen. So --

Q Sure. So if that was -- excuse ne. |
didn't nmean to interrupt you. Go ahead.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A That's okay. Did you want to clarify your
guestion to nme or -- | just wanted to make sure that
"' m answering the question that you' re asking.

Q Okay. Very good. So for the tinme period
that -- before you worked for the federal governnment
while you were living here in Georgia, did you
participate in activities or hold any | eadership
position with the Denocratic Party?

A No. | had to -- the specific provision

under the Hatch Act would stop ne from doing that, and

certainly, I would not have done that and did not do
t hat .

Q Okay. Actually, 1 did not ask nmy question
well, so let ne ask you the -- so | understand that
when you first noved to Georgia, that you worked in
your famly's real estate business; is that correct?

A Correct. Yes.

Q So during that -- before you -- | think your

first job was with the Departnent of Labor?
A That's correct.

Q So before you worked for the Departnment of

Labor and during the tinme that you were working in the

fam ly's real estate business, did you participate in
any activities or hold any | eadership position in the

Denocratic Party?

800.808.4958
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A No.
Q Have you ever considered yourself to be a
menber of the Republican Party?
A No.
Q Have you ever considered yourself to be a

menber of any other party other than the Republican
Party or the Denpcratic Party?

A When you say consider, | just want to
make -- nmeaning what |'ve thought in my mnd or
physically registered?

Q Yeah. Well, let's ask first what you
t hought in your m nd.

A Years ago, when | was in the mlitary, |
consi dered nyself nore of an I ndependent, but the
Denocratic Party had the candidates, to nme, that were

el ectabl e and nost stood for my values. That was

until -- it crystallized as | noved further in life.
Q Have you ever voted for a Republican?
A Once.
Q And who was that?
A Bob Earle [ph].

Q Have you ever voted for a Republican while
living in the State of Georgi a?
A No.

Q And | understand that federal prohibition

800.808.4958
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t hat you' ve described to us concerning political
parties. But | do want to ask you if you' ve ever

wor ked on any political canpaign.

A No.
Q You nentioned earlier in your testinony that
you first heard about this lawsuit, | think, from your

state representative; is that correct?

A No, that's not correct. | didn't hear about
the lawsuit.

Q Okay.

A The redistricting is what | heard about.
And then | reached out regarding nmy concerns around
representation, equity, and all of the things that I
mentioned earlier.

Q And so you -- sorry. Strike that.

Who did you reach out to?

A David W I kerson. And he's our elected
representative for this district at the state |evel.

Q And it was Representative WIkerson that --
was he the one that informed you about the | awsuit?

A He infornmed ne that the Eric Hol der group
woul d be | ooking at nmoving forward in a litigation if
t hey were unsuccessful in the state legislature to be
able to dissuade the majority of the Republican Party

from whol esal e ignoring the conmunity's concern and
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moving forward with the -- the redistricting, which of
course, they did.

Q What made you decide to sue the Secretary of
State?
A For the reasons | just nentioned. One, |

believe it was a disenfranchising of nmy community,
diluting ny vote, as | said to Representative

W | kerson. And just on its face, the unwillingness of
the state legislature to even engage the mnority
Denocratic Party in what | would have |liked to have
been a -- a nore robust community outreach to ensure
fair representation -- that we could select who we
bel i eve woul d represent our interests nore.

Q And what are you hoping the lawsuit wll
acconplish?

A One, restoring the -- the nature of our vote
as a mpjority/mnority community, and ultimtely
having a representative that is in keeping with our
val ues and, quite frankly, our interests.

Q Who was the first |awer that you contacted

about this |awsuit?

A | don't remenber. It was not M chael, |
don't think. | honestly don't renenber. | spoke to a
gentl eman and then a young lady. And | think -- yeah,
| don't remenber because if | -- yeah. | don't want

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696




A W DN

© 00 ~N o ou

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 161 Filed 03/17/23 Page 50 of 104

Robert Richards December 5, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 50

to conflict things. | -- | don't remenber. But |
know it wasn't Mchael. It was -- Mchael wasn't the
first one.

Q Did you understand that whoever you spoke
with other than M chael, that those | awers were a
part of Mchael's law firnf

A As | understood it, there were multiple | aw
firmse working -- working in concert with each other
under the broader banner of the Eric Hol der group.
And as we've tal ked about, | -- | have experienced
this before, so | understood that there are
partnershi ps that are gained in the process of that.

The law firm itself, wasn't the issue.

mean, | -- when | signed the waivers, | nade sure,
okay, this |looks right, and -- and that's it -- the

agreenents and ...

Q And so you signed a fee contract with your
attorney?
A | don't believe -- if that's the legal term

| just knew that | wasn't going to be billed and --
and that my interest was going to be represented and
that it was under a |larger unbrella. I'm-- I'm--
that's how | think, you know. | didn't get into al
the details of that part --

Q Okay. So you have not personally paid your

800.808.4958
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attorney; is that right?
A | have -- | have not personally paid the
attorneys, no.
Q How have your attorneys been paid, if at
all?
A | -- I"mpresum ng through the Hol der group,

but M chael and his team coul d probably answer --
provide the information on that, for Mke and his
t eam
Q Have you been paid or received anything of
val ue in exchange for your participation as a
plaintiff in this litigation?
A Absol utely not.
MS. LARCSS: Mke, I'"'mgoing to go to a
new topic. W' ve been at it for alnost an hour and a
half. So if this is a good tine to take a break, we
can do that. O if you want nme to keep going, | can
do that as well.
MR. JONES: |'ll defer to you, Robert.
How do you feel ?
THE W TNESS: Let's keep noving.
BY MS. LAROGSS:
Q M. Richards, during the 2021 Speci al
Session of the Georgia |legislature, did you reach out

to any | egislator concerning redistricting issues that

Veritext Lega Solutions
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are raised in the conplaint that is part of the
| awsuit that we're here about today?

A Ot her than what |'ve nmentioned before about
me reaching out to M. W/I kerson through the public
information that | saw on the news, no.

Q Did you testify in the Georgia Assenbly on
any issues, at any hearings?

A No.

Q Concerning --

THE REPORTER: |1'm sorry. Concerning?

MS. LAROCSS: Redistricting.

THE W TNESS: And the answer was no.
BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q Did you attend any hearings in the Georgia
| egi sl ature pertaining to redistricting?

A | did not.

Q Did you attend any ot her neetings concerning

redistricting in 20217

A | didn't attend the neeting. | viewed them
onl i ne.

Q And what were those neetings that you vi ewed
onl i ne?

A Just what -- just what | saw on the news, |
shoul d say -- online.

Q Okay. So it wasn't a neeting that you were

Veritext Lega Solutions
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attending renotely --

A No. No. No.

THE REPORTER: My apol ogi es, Counsel.

MS. LAROSS: There --

THE REPORTER: M. Richards, if you
could wait one extra second before you answer, that
way, | get a clear question on the record as well.
Thank you, sir.

THE W TNESS: You -- you got it. Sorry
about that.

BY MS. LAROCSS:

Q And |'m not asking you for a |egal
conclusion. | know that you're not a | awer. Have
you ever heard of the term community of interest?

A No.

Q Descri be your community. |If soneone asked
you, what is your comunity, what would your response
be?

MR. JONES: (Objection. Vague.

Obj ection. Conpound questi on.

You may answer.

THE W TNESS: Okay. M community is
predom nantly -- as | nentioned earlier, a
predom nantly African Anmerican community.

Professionals. Famly. Shared values. Shared

Veritext Lega Solutions
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i nterests.
BY MS. LARCSS:

Q And where woul d you say that you are fronf

A I don't understand what you nean. Origin?
Where | was born? Where -- where | currently live?
VWhat

Q Currently. |If someone asked you where you

were from what would you say?

A Powder Springs, Cobb County.

Q Do you participate in any nei ghborhood or
comuni ty associ ati on?

A | do.

Q And what are those?

A Qur POA, Property Owners' Association. |
was on the board, and I'mstill active in the
conmunity association. Prior to this deposition,

was at a zoning/ pl anni ng wor kgroup or focus group.

" minvolved in those things that inpact the community

and community interests.

Q You nentioned that you were on the board.
I s that your nei ghborhood board?

A That is correct.

Q And that's |ike a honeowners' association?
A Right. Yes, it is.
Q

| think you nentioned it was an | POA?

800.808.4958
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A It's a POA, Property Owers -- there's a
difference in what you can do within the comunity.
It's an HOA; just an HOA with additional authority.

Q How | ong have you served on the board of
t hat associ ation?

A Past tense, one-and-a-half term

Q And when was that?

A 2017 to late 2018, | believe.

Q And you referred to a community associ ation.
Were you referring to the POA, or were you referring
to anot her associ ation?

A | was referring to the POA.

Q And since the tine that you' ve served on the
board of the POA, have you participated in any way
with the board since then?

A | -- | support the board. | take on
different projects and initiatives for the board. The
board will consult with ne and ot her past nenbers on
| egacy issues. And given our varying experiences
w thin our professional world, anything that we can
| everage from our professional world to assist the
community, in ternms of insights, points of contact,
and those kind of things.

Q And you nentioned that you attended a

zoni ng/ pl anni ng wor kgroup earlier today. Do | have

800.808.4958
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that correct?

A That's correct. That is correct.

Q Okay. The zoni ng/ pl anni ng workgroup, is
that part of the POA, or is that connected to the City
sonehow, or who is that related to?

A It's connected to Cobb County government.

Q So with Cobb County governnment, what group
do you participate with?

A Well, it's -- it's not a group. So those of
us who -- so as a part of the POA, right, when
devel opers conme into the community and want to devel op
in -- especially in our area of Cobb County, the
standi ng practice is that they reach out to their
varyi ng boards that are there.

And those of us who are able to articul ate
the community's concern then engage with both the
devel opers, as well as our elected official, in this
case, Lisa Cupid, who is now the board chair, and our
current representative, Mnique Sheffield. And as a
result, they know that we're activists in those things
that inpact community quality of life.

And in this case, she reached out to ne,
saying hey, there's a -- a UDC, where they're trying
to unify our code for zoning to make it nore clear,

nore transparent, nore user friendly. And she said,

800.808.4958
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hey, Robert, would you like to participate in this
focus group? And | said yes, and | was there.

Q Is it fair to say that you continue to work
in your conmunity association since the tinme you
served on the board?

A | don't work init. | -- I'"mlike every
ot her -- other honmeowner, right, where we stay active,
and we try to support the board because again, it's in
our interest to stay active because we want the board
to reflect what the community's concerns are. So we
stay active in that context.

Q Okay. So you stayed active with the work of
the board since the tinme you served on the board then.

A Ri ght. Wherever | can. \Werever | can. |If
they call on ne, I"'mthere. | attend the neetings.
voi ce my concerns, where | can provi de some support
for the board by doing varying initiatives because,
you know, we all still volunteer to help out on
di fferent subgroups. That -- that -- it's in that

context, yes.

Q And are -- your activities that you take
part in with relationship to the POA, are those -- let
me start over. Let nme strike that.

You' ve described for us, your participation

with the board. Oher than those activities, have you

800.808.4958
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done anything el se or participated in any other way in
connection with the POA?

A No.

Q Are you a nenber of any faith-based group or

organi zati on?

A No.

Q Are you a nenber of any school associations?
A No.

Q Do you participate in activities at your

daughter's m ddl e school ?
A When you say activities, she does piano, she
does viola. | go to those. Oher than that, | don't

have the tine to do any of those other things.

Q Okay. So you're not a coach or a vol unteer
for --

A No. | have no tine. No. No.

Q Al right. How about any other civic
organi zati ons other than what you've described -- do

you participate in any civic organizations?

A | do not.

Q And outside of work and the work that you've
descri bed in your POA where do you spend nost of your
time?

MR. JONES: Objection. Vague.

You can answer.

800.808.4958
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THE W TNESS: Okay. Are you talking
recreation or?
BY MS. LAROGSS:
Q Anything else. Well, let's start with

recreation. That's a good place to start.

A Okay. |I'man avid shooter. 1've got a
absurd amount of firearms. | -- so | go to the range
alot. I'"man exotic car owner. | own -- so | go to
exotic car shows. | nean, is that -- is that what

you' re asking?

Q Yeah. And the range that you're talking
about -- where you go, is that in Powder Springs, or
is that in Atlanta?

A No. It's -- it's Cobb County, Powder
Springs and -- and dual nenmbers -- the range has two
| ocati ons. The CGovernors Gun Club. So there's one in
Powder Springs, and there's one in Kennesaw, and | go
to both.

Q And you nentioned that you' re an exotic car
owner. And where --

A Seriously? Ckay.

Q Does it take you all places, or is that --
A It does. It does. It does. W -- you
know, we -- we use the car to support charities, Toys

for Tots. They're fairly high-end cars, fairly unique

Veritext Lega Solutions
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cars, so we're the draw. And we don't charge the
charities for our appearance. But we go there and we
draw in crowmds, and those crowds then contribute to
see our cars.

Q Ckay. So you bring the cars for -- to

events for Toys for Tots --

A Well, varying charities. That's not the
only one. | nmean, there are --
THE WTNESS: I'msorry. | -- 1 cut
her off. Forgive nme, Dan.

Let me know when you're ready for ne to
answer. My apol ogi es.

THE REPORTER: You can answer, Sir.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Yeah. We take the
cars to the varying charities, not just Toys for Tots.

| did one for VFW So we deal with the varying

charities, alot -- a lot of |aw enforcenment ones.
We're -- in both Powder Springs -- we

even go outside of our jurisdiction -- our |ocal

community, to Cunmm ng, Georgia -- varying places,

where we believe that the cars can help those | ocal
charities raise nore nmoney. O winners to a cause
because we did a bull run for nmen's health and cancer
awareness. So we just did a bull run for that.

Il

Veritext Lega Solutions
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BY MS. LAROGSS:
Q Any ot her kinds of activities?
A No --
MR. JONES: Objection. Relevance.
You may answer.
THE WTNESS: |'m sorry.
MR. JONES: You can answer.
THE W TNESS:  No.
BY MS. LAROCSS:
Q Do you belong to a fraternity?
MR. JONES: Objection. Relevance.

You may answer.

THE WTNESS: Ckay. |'m a nenber of
the Prince Hall Masons. |'mnot sure if you know what
that is, but -- so that's --

BY MS. LARGCSS:

Q Yeah, | actually --
THE REPORTER: |I'm sorry. M anf?
BY MS. LARGCSS:
Q | actually do not know what that is, M.

Ri chards, so if you could |et us know.

A All right. So it's a Masonic order. Do you

know what a Freemason -- |'m a Freenmmson.

800.808.4958
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Q Okay.
A And I'ma life menber of the NAACP. | just

-- | just looked at ny wall and saw it up there, so

Q How | ong have you been a nenber of the
NAACP?

A Si nce 1996 when | was on the Fraternal Order

of Police Board. | becane a |ife nmenber back then.

Q And you' ve continued your nenbership since
t hen?

A It's a life nmenbership. | -- | have not
actively participated. It's a life nenmbership. |
literally just |ooked on nmy wall, and | see it up
t here.

Q So have you participated in any

activities -- NAACP?

A Not since probably 2000.

Q Are you a nenber of any voter advocacy
groups?

A No.

Q Have you ever been prohibited from

registering to vote based on your race?
A Pr ohi bited, no.
Q Have you ever been prohibited from

participating in the political process based on your

800.808.4958
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race?

A Okay. The -- the word, prohibited, is -- is
the key that I'"'m-- that |I'mresponding to. And |
have not been prohibited under those circunstances
ei ther, no.

Q Do you have any personal know edge of
di scrimnation by the Governnent of Georgia against
menmbers of a mnority group related to participation
in the Denobcratic process?

A Any personal know edge?

Q Yes.

A Of discrimnation, no, not -- not of
di scri m nati on.

Q I n your opinion, to Black voters in Georgia
generally vote for Denocratic candi dates?

MR. JONES: Objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

You may answer.
BY MS. LAROGSS:

Q And this is just in your own personal
know edge, M. Richards.

A |'d say generally, yes.

Q Do you know if CGeorgia uses a nmpjority vote
requirenent in its elections?

A | do not know.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Are you famliar with the term candi date
sl ating?

A Candi dat e what ?

Q Sl ati ng.

A Slating?

Q Yes.

A No.

Q I n your opinion, does the |ack of education
keep people of color fromparticipating in Georgia
politics?

A Lack of education by the candidate or | ack
of education about thenselves -- where they' ve been
academ cal l y?

Q The latter, lack of -- yes, their -- lack of
t heir own educati on.

A | don't know about Georgia. But | know in
the general sense, that can inpact a person, yes. But
as it relates to Georgia, no, | don't have any
speci fic exanple or specific know edge.

Q Do you believe a | ack of enpl oynent
opportunities keep people of color fromparticipating
in Georgia politics?

A | would -- do | believe? That's the
question; right? Do | believe?

Q Yes.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Yes, | do believe that.
Q And do you have any personal experience of
t hat ?
No, | do not. None personally.
Q And what is your belief based on?
A In the context of if -- if you have to work

or if you're trying to find work, it inpacts your
ability to get to where you can vote. And quite
frankly, having the tinme to vote.

And just as a real world issue, if you --
-- 1f you don't have enploynent and you're trying to
put food on your table, I'"'m-- I'mnot sure that sone
woul d view voting as their nunber one priority.
They're going to focus on trying to put food on the
tabl e.

Q I n your opinion, does |ack of access to
heal th services keep people of color from
participating in Georgia politics?

A In nmy opinion and for all the reasons that
just previously stated, yes.

Q And do you have any personal experience of
| ack of access to health services keeping you from
participating in Georgia politics?

A In my personal -- in ny personal experience,

no.

800.808.4958
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Q Do you know of anyone that has been
prevented from participating in Georgia politics
because of a lack of access to health services?

A Not that | know of.

Q Are you famliar with the term racial

appeal, when used in the context --

A Yes.

Q -- of an election?

A " mvaguely famliar with it.

Q Have you personally seen canpaigns in

Georgi a characterized by racial appeal s?

A Yes.

Q And what are those appeal s?

A So with -- with Ms. Greene's previous
canpaign, that, to nme -- in drawi ng on perceived
di fferences anong race, that has been the strong -- or
has been the -- the central issue that | kind of
articul ated earlier. The divisive nature of her
canpaign to make it | ook |ike, based on an individual
race, there's a difference in who should vote for who
-- and in the context of stoking fear and division.

Q What is it about her ads that have you
conclude -- or characterize it as a racial appeal ?

A The termnology -- if you -- if you see sone

of the broadcasts, not just of her ads per se, but

Veritext Lega Solutions
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even when they cover her canpaign stops, the use of
the term those people, they are not patriots -- and |
have to nake sure that | -- yeah. They're not
patriots. The whole host of terns that are no | onger
even dog whi stl es.

She' s al nost saying the White part out | oud,
regardi ng sone of the age-old division that people
have stoked in the past, anpong race. | would say that
it is -- it is very clear to those of us in our

communities that she's just using race as a

| everage -- and the race of the varying people in the
conmmunity as a | everage, to -- to her benefit.
Q So do you nean that she's using the race of

her community? Do you nmean the White race?

A That is -- that's correct. The nore -- the
nore you listen to her, the nore it's -- without
saying it directly, it's more of that's them I'mwth

you. And the appeal that she has tried to play to on,
again, racial division, even ny community --

Q l['m --

A It's okay. Even -- even ny conmunity's
interests versus the interests where you'd see in
Ronme, for exanple. Conpletely different. Al nost as
if, you know, that group of people or that race is not

patriotic |like we are up here in Rone.

800.808.4958
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Q Any other racial appeals in Georgia
canpai gns?

A Well, you know, ny perspective is -- is
different. But | even think the -- the race between
M. Warnock and -- and Wal ker has a racial conponent
even though they' re both African American. So | stil
see that happening there too. But the primary is Ms.
-- Ms. Geene. That's nmy primary focus at this point.

Q Do you know how many Bl ack peopl e have run
for office in Georgia?

A Local or -- | -- 1 nean, | would only know
the ones that inpact ne. Right? So, you know, the
| ocal election and the state elections are the two --
and of course -- of course, Ms. -- Ms. Abrams who ran
for the -- the governorship. So both the Governor,
the Senate, and for this district.

Q Okay. So do you know how many Bl ack peopl e

have run for office in Georgia?

A I woul dn't know an exact number. | would
say -- | nmean, | don't know who was on the -- the
slate, if -- if that's what you're asking. Both
primaries and in a general, | wouldn't know t he exact
numnber .

| can tell you the people who floated to the

top, obviously. Right? Both -- at the Cobb County

Veritext Lega Solutions
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level, | know there are three African Americans who
ran at the Cobb County level -- three females as |

recall. And at the -- the district level, M.

Fl owers. The Senate |evel, of course, M. Warnock.

And at a gubernatorial level, Ms. Abrans. So those

are the ones that | would know. And I'm-- |'m sure

M. Scott is still around, just in a different

district. And | -- | renenbered his nanme that tine.
Q And do you know how many Bl ack peopl e have

been elected to public office in Georgia, to your

know edge?

A Now, you said Georgia, and | don't know all
of Georgia. And | was -- | can speak to Cobb County.
| mean, | -- | can -- all right. Atlanta, obviously,
it's our -- our -- part of our -- what we're -- |

woul d consi der our close community. O course, the --
the mayor there and the prior -- previous nmayor is
African Anerican. |It's predom nantly an African
American city.

But | -- | do know that the individuals that
have now gotten elected to John Lewis' seat, they're
African -- that person is African Anerican. So that's
one, two, three.

The county over fromus, MBath, she's

African Anerican. And then the ones that | nmentioned

Veritext Lega Solutions
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here. So the --
Q Were you -- please. Excuse nme. Go ahead.
A No. No. That -- that's it.
Q Were you aware that the former Chief Justice

of the Georgia Suprene Court was Bl ack, and that was a
statew de position that he was el ected to?

A | was not.

Q If I mentioned his name -- his nanme is
Harold Melton. Does that ring a bell to you?

A It -- it does not.

Q And you're aware that Senator Warnock was

elected statewide to the United States Senate in 2021;

correct?

A Yes.

Q And are you aware that Herschel Wal ker was
elected in the primary -- the Republican primary by

excl usively Republican voters?

A Yes.

Q Are there any needs of the mnority
community in Georgia that in your opinion differ from
t hose of the White residents?

A It's not a matter of needs. It's interests.

Q I mean, tell ne what you see as the
di fference.

A Significant difference. The interest of

800.808.4958
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fairness and equity, the interest in full
representation is significantly different than in the
VWhite community. As you know, historically -- you
know, historically, that's been the case, and | don't
think it's changed.

Q Okay. Explain a little bit nore of why it
is that you don't think it's changed or that the
interests of fairness and equity and the different

interests between the White and the Bl ack communiti es,

how t hey' ve stayed -- that's stayed the sane.
A Well, the first is having an el ected
representative who will meet and talk with you and

under stand your interest and your concern and your
community values. That's the first one, which is what

brought me to this table in the first place.

But drilling down a bit, when you tal k about
soci oecononmi c equity, | don't believe that has
changed. And all the things from-- you know, you can
tal k about -- like today, when | was at the community
meeting of the -- the working group, where we tal ked
about the aspect of social justice like -- correction,

environmental justice, hearing and seei ng what happens
in -- in some of these neetings where your el ected
officials are listening to you versus when they're not

listening to you, certain things can happen.

800.808.4958
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Everything frominfrastructure, maintenance,
to | aw enforcenent -- how you are treated with | aw
enforcenent, the extent to which your community is
deval ued by way of certain construction and zoning

| aws, where you don't see that in predom nantly White

communities, or at least they're -- they're heard nore

and taken seriously in predomnantly Wite
conmuni ties, again, those are the interests and the
val ues associated wth that.

The wait lines in some of our comunities
versus what you see in predomnantly Wite
communities. Sonme of the challenges and hurdles to
voting in itself. So that's why I went with the --
you know, when you said prohibited, |I said that I
didn't see an -- an active prohibition. But are they
i npedi nents to access to vote? | see that all the
tinme.

Their -- their attenpt to renove the voting
-- the -- the early drop-off boxes. The extent to
which our lines are |longer. Even the effort to stop
us fromvoting on Saturdays. Those things still

exist, and it's not new.

Q So do | understand that -- primarily, that
the -- there are three main things that you see are an
i npedi nent to voting. Longer wait lines. And you

800.808.4958
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mentioned in our conmmunity, the renoval of drop boxes.
And then | think you nentioned the -- well, | guess it
was those two. Are those two the main inpedinments to
voting or hurdles to voting?

A No. The first one was the representation.
Having a representative that reflects our interests
and will reach out to us as a community, and talk with
us as a conmmunity, and understand what our interests
and concerns are. Share our values. That's the first
one, to ne, because that person is the one that wll
chanmpi on our issues and our cause.

Q When you spoke about the wait |ines and the
drop boxes, what -- let ne strike that.

So what are the particul ar needs of the
mnority community in Georgia, in your opinion?

A Well, that's -- that's broad. Are you
t al ki ng about specific to the voting or just -- |

mean, because there's a laundry list. | nean, what

Q Ckay. Let's start with voting then.

A Okay. Ckay.

Q The particul ar needs of the mnority
conmunity in Georgia pertaining to voting.

A Okay. Well, ensuring that our consoli dated

bl ock is sufficiently nmaintained, where we can have an

800.808.4958
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i npact on deciding who represents us. That's the
first one. The other is equal access to voting,
meani ng machi nes, |ocations, dates, and times when you
can -- you can vote.

Those things are currently controlled by the
maj ority Republican |egislature. And anecdotally,
when you |isten to your coll eagues and even friends
who are in other jurisdictions, and they tal k about
their wait time, that's not the experience we have in
our conmunity.

As it relates to engaging with their
representatives, when you | ook at counties over, their
representatives reflect the mpjority of their
interests, not just look |like them but reflect their
interests and their val ues.

And all of those things, | believe, has a
cascadi ng i npact on the vote and our participation and
all of those areas.

MS. LARCSS: At this point, M.
Richards, I'd actually like to take a break for a
nonment .

THE W TNESS: Okay. Okay.

MS. LARCSS: And | ook at ny notes. |If
that's okay with you.

And if that's all right with you, M ke.

800.808.4958
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And if we could take 15 mnutes, | think that -- I'd
appreciate that -- unless you' d like to take a | onger

break or have a different |ength.

THE WTNESS: The -- the only thing I
woul d ask is, |I've got a pick-up of ny daughter at
3:30. Now, | can ask nmy nother-in-law to go get her,
but if she says I'mnot feeling well or whatever, then
|"ve got to go pick up ny daughter. Nothing is nore
i nportant than that.

MS. LARCSS: Okay. So would you need
to leave at 3:30 to get her, or you've got to be there

to get her by 3:307?

THE WTNESS: | would have to -- well,
| mean, as long as |"'mthere, like, at -- but it
may -- it may be a nobot point. Let ne ask ny
nmot her-in-law. |t nmay be a noot point.

MS. LAROSS: Okay. All right. \Wy

don't we take ten mnutes. And then I'Ill check ny
notes and see how nmuch | onger we're going to -- if
we're going to be longer, and we'll let you know how

much | onger | would estinmte.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Are we dropping
of f --

MS. LAROSS: Does that work?

THE W TNESS: -- the call, or are we

800.808.4958
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just going to put the -- the lines and video on -- on
pause?

MS. LARCSS: Yeah, just put everything
on pause.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. LARCSS: Yeah, and don't drop off
t he Zoom

THE W TNESS: Okay. Ckay.

THE REPORTER: We are off the record.
The time is 3:01 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: We are back on the
record. The time is 3:12 p. m

You may proceed when ready, Counsel.

MS. LARCSS: Thank you

M. Richards, | have no further
guestions. W very nuch appreciate your tinme today.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. LARCSS: And unless M. Jones has
any questions, then | think we're conpleting the
deposi tion.

MR. JONES: | have no questions.

THE REPORTER: All right. Before we go
off the record, I'd like to confirmthat you tendered

no exhibits today, Ms. LaRoss; is that correct?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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MS. LARCSS: That's correct.

THE REPORTER: And you're reserving
signature, M. Jones. Did you want that to be
e-mailed to you or to M. Richards, individually?

MR. JONES: Please e-mail that to ne
using the address that | provided you earlier today.

THE REPORTER: Thank you so nuch

And will you be placing an order today,
Ms. LaRoss, or not at this tinme?

MS. LARCSS: Yeah. W certainly want a
copy. And other than that, I'lIl let you know if
need anyt hi ng el se.

THE REPORTER: All right. Thank you.

How about yourself, M. Jones, placing
an order or not at this tinme?

MR. JONES: We would |ike a copy.

THE REPORTER: Thank you, everyone.
We're off the record. The tine is 3:13 p. m

(Signature reserved.)

(Whereupon, at 3:13 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, DANI EL ALMEKI NDER, the officer before
whom t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
sai d proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwi se interested in the

outconme of this action.
DANI EL ALMEKI NDER
Notary Public in and for the

State of Georgia

[ X] Review of the transcript was requested.
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, KATI A LAZARRE, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

KATI A LAZARRE

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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M ke Jones
nj ones@l i as. | aw
Decenber 19, 2022
RE: Pender grass, Coakley, Et Al. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

12/ 5/ 2022, Robert Richards (#5609279)

The above-referenced transcript is available for
revi ew.

Wthin the applicable tineframe, the wi tness should
read the testinmony to verify its accuracy. If there are
any changes, the witness should note those with the
reason, on the attached Errata Sheet.

The wi tness should sign the Acknow edgment of
Deponent and Errata and return to the deposing attorney.
Copi es should be sent to all counsel, and to Veritext at

cs-sout heast @eritext.com

Return conpleted errata within 30 days from
recei pt of testinony.
If the witness fails to do so within the tine

allotted, the transcript may be used as if signed.

Your s,

Veritext Legal Solutions

Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Pender grass, Coakley, Et Al. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.
Robert Richards (#5609279)
ERRATA SHEET
PAGE LINE__ CHANGE
REASON
PAGE. LINE___ CHANGE
REASON
PAGE_~ LINE___ CHANGE
REASON
PAGE_~ LINE___ CHANGE
REASON
PAGE.  LINE__ CHANGE
REASON
PAGE. LINE__ CHANGE
REASON
Robert Ri chards Dat e
Veritext Lega Solutions
800.808.4958 770.343.9696



N

W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 161 Filed 03/17/23 Page 82 of 104

Robert Richards December 5, 2022

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 82

Pender grass, Coakley, Et Al. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Robert Richards (#5609279)
ACKNOWNLEDGEMENT OF DEPONENT
|, Robert Richards, do hereby declare that |
have read the foregoing transcript, | have nmade any
corrections, additions, or changes | deened necessary as
not ed above to be appended hereto, and that the sane is
a true, correct and conplete transcript of the testinmony

gi ven by ne.

Robert Ri chards Dat e
*If notary is required
SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THI S

DAY OF , 20

NOTARY PUBLI C

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) 1if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, i1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.
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