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N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF GEORG A
ATLANTA DI VI SI ON

ANNI E LO S GRANT, et al.,

Plaintiffs,
VS. ClviL ACTION FI LE
BRAD RAFFENSPERGER, in NO. 1:22-CV-00122-SCJ
his official capacity as

the Georgia Secretary of
State, et al.,

Def endant s.
COAKLEY PENDERGRASS, et
al .,
Plaintiffs,
ClVviL ACTION FI LE
VS.

NO. 1:21-CV-05339-SCJ
BRAD RAFFENSPERGER, et
al .,
Def endant s.

REMOTE VI DEO DEPGCSI TI ON OF
ORVI LLE VERNON BURTON, PH. D.
February 17, 2023

1:24 p.m
Suite 200
1600 Par kwood Circle
Atl anta, Ceorgia
Tracy A. WIllians, B-2168, RPR

Jesse W ggi ns, Videographer
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ot her people, and it mght lead nme to it.

Q Okay. And then you read everything you
could and that -- and then summari zed that
I nformation. Wuld that be fair to say?

A. Yes, and analyzed it and put it together
so that it's not just one source, but all evidence

t hat sort of points in a direction.

Q Okay. I'mgoing to refer back to your
report. | may need to just leave it up for a while,
but -- sorry about that.

We are going to go to Page 3, and the
second paragraph there on Page 3 of your report
i ndi cating that "For the next 40 years, CGeorgia
failed to go to a redistricting cycle w thout
objection fromthe Departnment of Justice."

Do you see that statenent there?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. And you would agree that the
redistricting plans drawn in 1971, 1981, '91, and
2001 were drawn by Denocratic |egislatures, correct?

A.  Yes.

Q And you would agree that the
Republ i can-drawn maps in 2011 were precleared by the
Departnment of Justice on the first attenpt, correct?

A. Yes.
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Q And on Page 4 -- and on Page 4, |'m going

to scroll down to that full paragraph above the

headi ng "Expert Credentials.” And there you concl ude

that "Race unquestionably contributes to CGeorgia's

partisan divides today. And, simlarly, those

di vi des cannot be fully explained w thout discussing

race.”
s that correct?
A.  Yes.
Q And | believe also in your report, you
that "Partisanship and race are and have been
i nextricably intertwined in Georgia."
Does that sound right?
A.  Yes.

Q So in other words, you conclude that race

and parti sanshi p cannot be separated, correct?

A. Correct, today in CGeorgia.

Q Today in Ceorgia. And you further state

that -- | believe on Page 4, you indicate that -- so

you're not saying that all voters that identify

t he Republican party in Georgia are racist. Have |

read that correctly?

A.  You have read what | said there correctly.
| would rephrase it to say that it doesn't matter.

And |I'm not saying that anyone is racist. But | am

say

Wit h
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A. | thought that | did. That's what | was
attenpting to do in the report.

Q Okay. And how do you measure intent?

A. Wth exanples and the context in which

they' re used, which I outlined specific exanples in

Geor gi a.

Q And on -- let's ook at Page 67. You refer
to an exanple of a racial appeal. And then if we go
ahead and -- sorry -- | ook at Page 68 concerning a

robocall imtating Oprah Wnfrey during the Stacey
Abrams canpaign. Do you see that?

A. | do.

Q Okay. Did you research how w dely
di stributed that call was?

A. | don't renmenber.

Q Do you know how many people received that
robocal | ?

A Do not.

Q Wuld it surprise you if it was a total of
583 people in Georgia? And | can refer you to an
exhibit if that would help.

A. No. | would hope it would be | ess than
that. [It's so disgusting. But, no, it would not
surprise ne.

Q Did you evaluate the inpact of that, of the
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robocal | ?
A. | did not. But as | noted here, soneone

said that racist appeals didn't hurt the candi dates
maki ng themin Georgia. Throughout the South, it
actually hel ped them

Q Are any of the racial appeals that you
di scuss in your report, Dr. Burton, in CGeorgia froma
State House race in recent elections?

A. | don't renenber w thout going back, you
know, into the report and see. | think | was just
| ooki ng at the |evel, explaining how these work in
Georgia. |I'mnot sure | paid attention to whether
they were in the State House or just in the general
el ecti ons where we had soneone |like a black candi date
| i ke War nock.

Q COkay. Did your research show any raci al
appeals in any state legislative races in the state
of Georgia in the last ten years?

A. | don't remenber if | did or not. |
di scussed different candi dates or different people
usi ng these appeals, but | don't knowif it was in
the legislature or just at the state |evel.

Q Okay. Do you recall specifically |ooking
at exanples of racial appeals in a State Senate race

here in Ceorgia?
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