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expert report submtted on Decenber 5th; is that right?

A Yes.

Q When you were drawing both the illustrative
plan for the prelimnary injunction hearing and the
illustrative plan in your 12/5 report, it would be fair
to say your goal was to add a majority black
congressional district above the nunber drawn by the
General Assenbly; is that right?

A No, that was not nmy goal. M goal was to
determ ne whether it was possible while, at the sane
time, to include traditional redistricting principles.

Q Did you attenpt to draw nore than one
addi tional congressional map? | nmean -- |'msorry.

Let ne start that over again.

Did you attenpt to draw nore than one
additional majority black district as part of your
anal ysis of Georgia' s congressional plan?

M5. KHANNA: |'m going to object to the
extent that this calls for discussion of any draft
reports or draft maps which are protected under the
federal rules.

So, Bill, I'll instruct you not to answer to
the extent it would discuss any of the draft reports or
draft maps, but you can answer otherw se if you can.

THE WTNESS: Okay. Well, | did not attenpt
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to draw two additional majority black districts.
Does that answer the question?
BY MR TYSON:
Q Yes, that does. Thank you.
Now, in preparing -- or | should ask this:

Do you know what principles the Georgia Legislature
used for the drawing of its congressional plans?

A VWell, |I'"ve seen a -- there's a docunent
that's posted on the General Assenbly's website that
identifies the factors to take into consideration. |
submt for both House, Senate, and congressional plans.

Q Did you rely on that docunent about the
principles for drawi ng pl ans when creating your
illustrative plans in this case?

A Yes. That docunent is pretty straightforward

and typical guidelines that any state woul d issue.

Q So it's typical guidelines and guidelines
that you relied on when preparing your illustrative
pl ans?

A | believe so.

Q Al right. So, M. Cooper, | know we had a
di scussi on about term nol ogy | ast week, but | just want
to for the purposes of this deposition also just kind
of make sure we're all clear in our definitions.

Do you use the term"mpjority black district”
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in your drawi ng processes and reports?

A | do.

Q And what is your definition of a mpjority
bl ack district?

A Typically, it would be majority black voting
age. In sone circunstances, it mght be majority bl ack
citizen voting age according to the 2020 census for
maj ority black voting age.

And then if you're looking at citizen voting
age, it would vary over tinme as the Anerican Community
Surveys results are released on an annual basis. So
over the course of a decade, that nunber would
change -- citizenship nunber.

Q And then woul d you distinguish a majority
bl ack district froma majority mnority district?

A Yes, | would. A mgjority black district
woul d be a district that is over 50 percent majority
any part black. And a mpjority mnority district would
be a district that is over 50 percent nonwhite or not
non- Hi spani ¢ white.

Q So a mpjority mnority district may include a
variety of different mnority groups, but the total of
the various mnority groups would be over 50 percent?

A Yes.

Q Have you used the term"majority opportunity
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concl usi on.
BY MR TYSON:
Q You can answer --

MS. KHANNA:  You can answer.

THE WTNESS: Well, | nmean, if the goal is to
draw t he maxi mum nunber possible, then it would
certainly be high priority. Wen |I draw plans, |'m

al ways trying to balance traditional redistricting
principles. So | would never have that as a goa

unless it was just some sort of hypothetical exanple to
show what could be drawn, perhaps even show ng that
well, it could be drawn, but it would violate
traditional redistricting principles.

BY MR TYSON:

Q So it's fair to say when you're drawing a
map, you're taking into account a variety of different
consi derations at any given point; right?

A Absol utely. Yes.

Q Do you know, M. Cooper, currently how many
bl ack menbers of Congress are el ected from Georgia?

A | believe that currently there are five.

Q Al right. Well, let's turn to your report.
Do you have a copy there in front of you? O would it
help you if | shared it on the screen?

A | do have a copy of my report. You may w sh
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you offering any other opinions in this case that are
not contained in your report or do you plan to offer
any opinions in this case that are not contained in
your report?

A | do not plan to.

Q And to be clear, all the opinions you're
offering in this case are contained in your
Decenber 5th report, Exhibit 1; right?

A As best | understand. | suppose | have
the -- would have the option of filing sone other
decl aration or sonething in response to sonething, but
that's not ny plan.

Q Thank you. So backtracking just a hair to
par agraph Number 8, you were asked to determ ne whet her
the African-Anerican popul ation in Georgia was
sufficiently |l arge and geographically conpact to all ow
for the creation of an additional mjority black
congressional district in the Atlanta netropolitan
area; right?

A Correct.

Q And you determ ned the answer to that
guestion was yes?

A Unquesti onably, yes.

Q So can you just generally describe for nme the

nmet hodol ogy that you used to determ ne whether G ngles
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Prong 1 is nmet on the congressional plan?
A Wll, | rely on software called Maptitude for

Redi stricting which allows you | ook at a jurisdiction,
whet her it be a city or a state, and anal yze the
under |l yi ng denographics at the county | evel and then at
t he subcounty | evel.

And so | used the census data and nmy previous
know edge fromthe prelimnary injunction hearing and
the 2018 White v Kenp case and other local work |'ve
been doing in Georgia, and that hel ped nme know at the
outset that there was a pretty good chance that one
could draw an additional majority black district.

Of course, fromthe prelimnary injunction --
going into this |atest declaration, | argue that to be
a fact. Now | just nmade sone m nor changes. But other
than that, it's simlar to the plan | produced for the
prelimnary injunction.

Q So ki nd of breaking down that process, | know
you said you have a | ot of background know edge about
Georgia. And that includes racial denographics and
where people live in Georgia; is that right?

A Yes. |'ve worked on a |ot of |ocal plans
over the years and seen the popul ati on change over the
years. So | don't live in Georgia, but it's not a

foreign territory.
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Q Okay. But on the illustrative plan that

you' ve presented in this case, you've changed 8 of the
14 districts fromthe enacted plan; right?

A Yes.

Q And | ooking at the districts that you did not
change, Congressional District 2 currently elects a
bl ack denocratic nmenber of Congress; right?

A Correct.

Q And Congressional District 5 currently elects
a bl ack denocratic nember of Congress; right?

A Correct.

Q And Congressional District 7 currently elects
a bl ack denocratic nmenber of Congress; right?

A Correct.

Q And | believe we covered this a little
earlier, but there are some changes between the plan in
your 12/5 report and the report that you offered in the
prelimnary injunction hearing; right?

A Correct.

Q So let's ook next to the denographic profile
portion of your report. And maybe to make this a
little bit easier, M. Cooper, did you present the sane
census information in this report, really from
paragraph 13 through paragraph 37, that you presented

in the Al pha Phi Al pha report mnus the non-Metro
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A Yes. It didn't go to trial. | think I did
file -- or filed a declaration and maybe it was -- |

was deposed by you, | thought, at |east.
(Exhibit 3 Marked for ldentification.)
BY MR TYSON:
Q And so | don't know if you have Exhibit 3 in
front of you, but | can share nmy screen if not.

Do you have your report in the Dw ght case

handy?
A | do not.
Q Ckay. 1'll just share nmy screen then, if

t hat wor ks.
Al right. M. Cooper, are you able to see
my screen here?
A Yes.
Q And so just going down to page 2, we'll mark
this as Exhibit 3, this will be the report from Dw ght

versus Kenp, and it's the declaration of WIlliamS.

Cooper.
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And do you recall offering the expert report

in the Dwi ght case?
A | do.
Q Okay. And do you recall what area of the
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state you analyzed in the Dwi ght case?
A Well, it was the -- this is the congressional
plan. So | was |ooking at the whole state.
Q Okay. And so turning to Figure 8 -- | know

thisis alittle difficult to see, but Figure 8 is
titled "2010 Percent Black by County - 71-County Area
Bounded by Green Lines."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And do you see the 71-county area that starts
roughly north of Augusta in Lincoln and WI kes County,
runs down to Macon, down south to Thomas and Brooks
Counties, and then over along the coast and back up to
t he South Carolina border?

A Yes.

Q And that's the area you evaluated in the
Dwi ght case; is that right?

A Correct.

Q And then turning to page 27 of that report,
you created a mpjority black District 12 that | oined
African-American communities in Macon, Augusta, and
Savannah in the Dwi ght case; right?

A Yes.

Q And in the Dw ght case, you didn't | ook at

Metro Atlanta. You |ooked at this 71-county area in
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South Georgia; right?

A That is ny recollection, that that litigation
and that district was focused on that area.

Q And in this case, you didn't consider any
ot her areas of the state for an additional majority
bl ack district besides Metro Atlanta as indicated in
your report; right?

A Well, that's true. Renenber, in the Dw ght
case, | was relying on 2010 census data. So even
t hough I was aware that there had been significant
bl ack popul ati on growt h based on census estimates in
2018, | was still stuck using the 2010 data for Metro
At | ant a.

Q And do you recall -- well, | guess do you
recall reviewing the growth in black population in
Metro Atlanta as part of the Dwi ght case? And | know
that was a long tinme ago so that nmay not be sonething
you renenber.

M5. KHANNA: |'m also going to object to the
extent that this calls for any draft analyses in that
case.

| know we're going even farther back in your
menmory, but you can answer if you can. But be careful
about discl osing anyt hing about your draft reports or

draft anal yses.
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10 m nutes?
MS. KHANNA:  Works for ne.
(OFf the record 11:44 a.m to 11:52 a.m)
(Exhibit 2 Marked for ldentification.)
BY MR TYSON:

Q Al right. So, M. Cooper, as we get into
your analysis of the 2021 plan, | did want to clarify
one point. W're going to mark your prelimnary
injunction report as Exhibit 2 and the Dw ght report as
Exhibit 3 just so we're clear on kind of which exhibits
go where in your deposition.

But what | want to do next is turn to the
2021 plan analysis as part of Exhibit 1, your report in
this case. And you point out in paragraph 40 that "The
2021 plan reduces CD 6's BVAP from 14. 6 percent under
the 2012 benchmark plan.™

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And you'd agree that Congressional District 6
was el ecting a black candidate to Congress at that
14. 6 percent black voting age popul ation nunber; right?

A Yes.

Q And then the 2021 plan, you say in that
paragraph 40, | owered the black voting age popul ation

by not quite 5 points to 9.9 percent; is that right?
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you' ve nmade Dougl as County whole; is that right?
A Yes.
Q You' ve introduced a new split of Cobb by

bringing District 3 into Cobb County on the 12/5 pl an;

right?
A That is correct.
Q It looks |ike you took part of East Cobb and

put it into the 11th district on the 12/5 plan as
conpared to the PI plan; is that right?

A Well, yes. Yes. | included a little bit
| ess of Cobb County in the 12/5 plan or the
illustrative plan attached to my Decenber 2022
decl arati on.

So | did not take the district as far north
as Acworth, for exanple, which I did do in the
prelimnary injunction report. | know you had concerns
about that so I took your concerns into account as |
was drawing the illustrative plan in nmy Decenber 2022
decl arati on.

Q And you also altered the split in Fayette
County, it looks like, from Fayetteville over to the
western side of the county; is that correct?

A That is correct. To -- to nmeet one person,
one vote, | had to include part of Fayette County in

District 6 to neet one person, one vote in District 13
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districts; right?

A Right. Wen | determ ne whether a plan
conplies with one person, one vote, you have to rely on
total popul ation.

Q And you'd agree that the highest AP bl ack
percentage of any district on the illustrative plan is
53.59 percent in District 4; right?

A It looks like that is the case.

Q And not to get too far off track, but over on
page 29, you have a Figure 14 that shows the voting age
and bl ack citizen voting age popul ati on nunbers for the

illustrative plan and the 2021 plan; right?

A Yes.
Q And as you've configured it, District 6 on
the illustrative plan, if you were to use the

non- Hi spanic citizen voting age popul ation is
50. 18 percent BCVAP; is that right?

A Non- Hi spanic black. But it would be alittle
bit higher if you used the non-Hispanic DQJ for bl acks
in that figure.

Q And you'd agree that the illustrative plan
District 13, the non-Hi spanic black CVAP is actually
bel ow 50 percent -- | see it's above it on the DQJ
nunber; is that right?

A That's correct.
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Q And the illustrative plan as conpared to the

enacted plan |lowers the black voting age population in

District 14 by alnpost 10 points; right?

A In District 147

Q M hnm

A Vell, it's 9 points.
Q Ckay. 9-point drop?
A Yes.

Q And District 10 is a little bit nore than an
8-point drop in the black voting age population from
2021 to illustrative; right?

A Alittle bit nmore than what? Eight points?

Q Ei ght points.

A Yes.

Q Okay. So what | want to do next, M. Cooper,
you have sone exhibits, and | can either put them on
the screen here, or if you have them handy. But | want
to turn to Exhibit H 2, which is page 73 of the PDF and
"' m happy to share the screen if that's easier for you,
what ever you prefer.

A Do that. | think I have it, but | did not
get -- | was unable to connect to a Dropbox account.

So bring it on up. Yeah.
Q So here, just for reference, this is Exhibit

H-2 to Exhibit 1.
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Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And this is the illustrative plan that you've

subm tted for the 12/5 report; right?

A Yes.
Q And so just |ooking at a few of the districts

t hat you changed at different points, you' d agree that
District 11 as it's configured connects Bartow County

here with North Fulton County; is that right?

A That is correct.

Q And is Bartow generally a rural county in
Georgi a?

A It is exurban. And if you get up further

north near the Gordon County line, it's probably fairly
rural.

Q How about the portion of North Fulton in
District 11?7 Wuld you consider that a rural area in
the state?

A [t's nore urban.

Q And so District 11 unites sone rural areas in
Bartow County with nmore urban areas in North Fulton
County? Is that fair?

A That's fair. But one could draw it
differently and put nore of Bartow County in

District 14 and shift District 11 i nto Cherokee
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per haps.
Q But you haven't drawn that for this
illustrative plan; right?
A This is just an exanple. And so there would
be other ways to configure it, for sure.
Q And you'd agree, we |ooked earlier, there's a
smal | split geographically into Cobb County in
District 3; is that right?
A Yes.
Q And District 3 also includes Col unmbus,
Georgi a, and Muscogee County, doesn't it?
A It does.
Q And it includes rural areas around Pike,

Lamar, Upson, and Meriwether Counties?

A Yes.

Q So can you identify for ne in your
illustrative District 3 what community of interest
uni tes Col unbus, CGeorgia, with part of Metro Atlanta
and West Cobb County?

A I want to | ook on a map here. You split --
the General Assenbly split Cobb County into four
pieces, and I'mjust trying to refresh ny nenory as to
whet her -- here, it's apparent that the same general
area where | included part of Congressional District 3

is placed in even nore, a larger area, is placed in
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i nto Col unbus?

A Well, the 2021 plan goes as far north as the
Dougl as County line. And then when you get to Paul di ng
County, it becones part of District 14. So Paulding is
exur ban, part of Metro Atlanta. And so | have included
Paul di ng County and a bit of Cobb County, which is a
good fit because Paulding is clearly a growi ng county
that is closely linked with the Metro Atlanta area, and
it may not be as closely related to Colunbus. But at
sone point, one does have to join areas that are not
necessarily next-door neighbors just to find 765, 000
peopl e.

| don't think it would in any way be an issue
overal | .

Q So am | hearing you correctly, then, that you
can't identify a specific conmunity beyond the
connecti on between Paul di ng and Cobb Counties but that
at some point, one person, one vote means you have to
reach the right nunber of people? |Is that right?

A Well, that is a factor, but I don't think
that Colunbus is so different that it is problematic to
i nclude that part of western CGeorgia with Metro
Atl anta, western part, along Paul ding and Carrol
County lines there.

Q Do you think that's also true of the enacted
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District 14, which conbi nes West Cobb and Paul ding with
areas running north?

A It's less of a problem | think. Because
really, once you -- once you include South Cobb County
into District 14, you're in effect adding in Cobb
County -- you're placing Cobb County not only into a
district that includes the suburbs of Chattanooga, but
also into a district that is part of Appalachia. And
so it's quite different.

I think the distinction there is probably
greater than would be the distinction between Cobb
County and the Col unbus area. Although Cobb County
does have a high mountain; right? Kennesaw Mountain is
a thousand feet or something like that. |I'monly being
hal fway facetious. It's not quite as nountai nous as
sone parts of existing District 14.

Q So just so | understand, existing District 14
takes in part of western Cobb County in the south part
of the county. [Illustrative District 3 takes in part
of western Cobb County not quite as far south. Both
unite that western part of Cobb County with nore rura
areas and other netropolitan areas.

What is the distinction between those two
deci sions of how to split Cobb County that you see?

A Well, | sort of tried to nmake that
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expl anation, that there is a closer tie to Metro

Atl anta and the counties that are just outside of Metro
Atlanta, like Harris and Troup than woul d be the case
of , say, Union and Fannin in the far north.

Q And what is -- how are you assessing the
connection with Fannin and Union towards netro with
Heard and Troup and |I'm assum ng down to Col unbus with
Metro Atl anta?

A Well, that's how I've drawn this plan. There
may be other ways to do it, but | was trying to keep
District 2 intact and not change it. So this was the
result.

And if it is a problem then one could split
Dougl as County as the existing plan does, | believe,
and then elimnate the need to put any part of
District 3 in Cobb County. There would be other ways
to draw it if that's truly a big issue.

Q So I guess | just want to nmake sure |
under st and.

For the community of interest in illustrative
District 3, the community of interest that you identify
is that there is a closer connection between the
portion of West Cobb and Paul ding that is included in
District 3 in the illustrative plan and Heard and Troup

Counti es versus counties in North Georgi a.
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Do | have that right?
A The lay of the land is closer, yeah.
Q Okay. Are there any other comrunities of

interest you can identify connecting that portion of
western Cobb County to Col unbus and Pi ke, Upson, and
Lamar Counti es?

A It's a part of Metro Atlanta. So Paulding is
subur ban, exurban. Obviously, that part of Cobb County
is largely suburban. And the counties to the south are
certainly part of Metro Atlanta. So |I'm not sure what
the issue is.

But if there is an issue, there would be
wor k- arounds by just keeping District 6 roughly as it
is and maybe changing District 11. | nmean, they're
just -- as I've drawn it in the illustrative plan. So
t here woul d be ot her options.

Q Okay. But to be clear, you haven't drawn
t hose other options; you just believe they could be
dr awn?

A | mean, there's no question they could be
drawn. You could just change District 11 which, in
turn, would change District 3 in sonme fashion. So
there is a ripple effect. But one could do that.

| believe, | could be m staken, but | think

the total population that would be affected by this
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Hancock and ot her counties, Taliaferro in eastern
Georgi a being part of a new mpjority black state senate

district that you created in one of the other cases;

right?
A We have di scussed that in the other case.
Q So can you tell me what the community of

interest is between mpjority black Hancock County and
t he Appal achi an Mount ai ns and Rabun and Towns County on
the North Carolina border?

A Wel |, again, the connection is not very
strong, but one has to bal ance out the popul ations so
that you have 14 districts that are roughly 765, 000
people. So, again, there would be other ways to draw
it.

Q So, M. Cooper, when you tal ked about, in
paragraph 48, the illustrative plan adhering to
traditional principles and you listed the various
principles, it sounds |ike what you're saying is
popul ation equality is really the nost inportant
principle even nore so than being able to explain where
there's communities of interest between different parts
of districts.

Do | have that right?
A Well, actually I think you do. It's a

nonstarter. If it doesn't neet popul ation equality or
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sonet hing very close to plus or mnus one, thenit's a
nonstarter. Right?

Q And so then after popul ation equality, what
other traditional redistricting principles explain the
configuration of District 10 on the illustrative plan?

A | was follow ng county boundaries. | think
there's a split of WIlkes County. And | believe
Lunpki n County, but there are no other county splits I
believe, unless -- maybe Hall County is split.

But | was attenpting to draw a plan that was
reasonably conpact, reasonably shaped that -- | had the
i nformati on about the incunbents, | think, at maybe the
| atter stage of drawing the plan. So | was probably
attenpting to avoid placing a couple of incunmbents who
live very close to one another in the Jackson County
area, | think. | was attenpting to put them nmaybe, in
different districts even though | understand they don't
have to be, | believe. |[|'mnot |ooking at the
i ncunmbents right now and haven't done so since
Decenber.

Q So, M. Cooper, in paragraph 48, | didn't see
where you listed incunbents as a traditional principle
as part of the illustrative plan, and thought that we
had tal ked about earlier that incunbency wasn't as

i nportant.
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Did you use incunbency data in the draw ng of

the illustrative plan?
A | was sort of aware of where | thought the
i ncunmbents lived. |It's always in the background. So

that was in the background.

Q So beyond i ncunbency and keeping counties
whol e m nus Hall, Lunpkin, and W1 kes Counties, and
popul ation equality, are there any other traditional
redistricting principles that went into the districting

of District 107?

A Well, | had to make the plan reasonably
conpact. | tried to follow county boundaries. The
district's contiguous. It |ooks as conpact as the

districts that have been drawn in the enacted plan.
But it could be drawn differently.

Q But you'd agree that there's not a comunity
of interest between majority black Hancock County and
Rabun County in extrenme northwest Georgia, wouldn't
you?

A They are different. They are different. And
so | am open to other suggestions for how one m ght
draw Di strict 10.

Q And | understand they're different. M
guestion was: You'd agree there's not a community of

i nterest between Hancock and Rabun counties; right?
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A Well, not entirely. Because npbst counties
are quite poor. And in Rabun County, you'd be talking
about poor whites. And in Hancock County, a fairly
significant black population that is not experiencing
prosperity. So there are connections there. There are
connections in that regard.

Q So you believe a community of interest in
illustrative District 10 woul d be poor white voters in
t he Rabun and sim | ar soci oeconom c status black voters
i n Hancock County?

A Could be. Could be. On certain

soci oecononi c i ssues.

Q Was that the community of interest you
consi dered when you drew illustrative District 107
A VWhen | was drawing District 10, | was mainly

trying to avoid splitting counties and neet one person,
one vote requirenents. And | was aware that there are
different areas in the sense that Rabun County is

Appal achi an and that parts of the southern end of
District 10 are in the historic black belt.

Q And you'd agree that Athens and Clark County

is included in District 10 on the illustrative plan;
ri ght?
A That's right. There's a university there.
Q And - -
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A So the district is a somewhat diverse
congressional district as |I've drawn it.

Q You' d agree that Athens and Cl ark County
doesn't share the same soci oeconom c conditions as
Hancock and Rabun Counties; right?

A General ly speaking, the population in Cl ark
County is better off socioecononm cally than Rabun and
Hancock.

And one can say the sane thing about the
popul ation in Cobb County versus the population in
parts of North Georgia.

Q |"mnot sure | follow you. |'msorry.

A Well, there's -- there are probably areas
al ong the Tennessee |line that are quite chall enged
econom cally and very different, once you get away from
t he suburbs of Chattanooga, than the sout hwest part of
Cobb County, which is exurban, suburban, and,
rel atively speaking, prosperous.

Q Did you review any soci oeconom ¢ data about
counties along the Tennessee border in the drafting of
your illustrative District 14?

A | did not. Part of that is the
North Carolina border. But | alnpst don't need to do.
I"'mfamliar wth Appal achi a.

Q Looki ng at District 13, are you aware that
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District 13 in Clayton County begins near the Atlanta
airport as you've drawn it?

A Yes.

Q And you'd agree that Butts and Jasper
Counties on the eastern side of District 13 as drawn
are rural counties; right?

A They are rural, but still part of Metro
Atlanta. |In other words, the Census Bureau has
determ ned that there's a 29-county area where there
are conmmuting and transportation ties that are
significant enough to put those counties into Metro
At | ant a.

Q But you agree that District 13 as drawn
connects urban areas in Clayton County with rural areas

in Fayette, Spalding, Butts, and Jasper Counti es;

ri ght?
A Yes.
Q Are you aware that the only majority bl ack

portions of any county in District 13 as drawn is the
portions in Clayton and Newton Counties?

A Well, there's obviously black popul ati on and
significant black population in sonme of the other
counties. Henry County is alnobst majority black. It's
50/50. And the black population is growi ng. Fayette

County has a significant black population that is
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for a mnute. Let nme turnto -- this is part of
Exhibit 1-3, and this is District 6, the zoom on the
illustrative plan.
Do | have that right?

A Yes.

Q And so just to clarify the boundaries as
drawn, in Cobb County, we have a portion of Cobb in
District 6, all of Douglas, a portion of Fulton south

of District 5 and a little bit of Fayette County;

ri ght?
A Ri ght .
Q Okay.
A Again, as | said earlier, that's because |

needed to get the population in District 13 to plus or
M nus one person.

Q And | et me turn back to the plan conponents
report for just district -- this district. This is,
again, part of Exhibit 1-3, and this begins with
District 6 at the bottom of page 8.

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And you'd agree the portion of Cobb County
that is located in illustrative District 6 is
37.4 percent black; right?

A VAP, yes.
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Q VAP, yes. Voting age popul ation.

And Douglas is, |like Henry, majority in total
popul ation but below majority on voting age popul ation
as a whole; right?

A As a whole. Barely bel ow

Q Yes. And the Fayette portion that's included
inillustrative District 6 is a total of 4,143 people;
is that right?

A Correct.

Q And it's only 21.73 percent black VAP?

A Correct.

Q So the only portion of a county in
illustrative District 6 that is majority black voting
age population is the Fulton County portion at
88.29 percent; is that right?

A Yes. But as | referenced, Douglas County is
al rost 50 percent. And so is Henry County.

Q Based on | ooking at this --

A ["'msorry. | was referencing District 13,
not District 6. Excuse ne.

Q Looking at this report for District 6, you'd
agree that making District 6 a majority black district
on voting age popul ation requires the population in
Ful ton County; right?

A It would -- it does include a significant
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pi ece of Fulton County.

Q And my question was a little different, which
is --

A That's already in majority black districts,
but | did shift it fromDistrict 13 into District 6.

Q And you shifted the portion of Fulton from
District 13 into District 6. And w thout that portion
of Fulton, the district would not be majority black
fromthe remaini ng conponents of the district,

i ncl udi ng Cobb County; right?

A As drawn, that's true.
Q Let's return back to your nmain report.
MR. TYSON: Is everybody still good? W' ve

been going about an hour. Do we want to take one nore
qui ck break? 1've got a little ways to go but not much
nor e.

(Di scussion off the record.)
BY MR TYSON:

Q So, M. Cooper, let's nove to page 26 of your
report that focuses on the communities of interest that
you reference here.

Are you with nme on that?
A Page 26. Ckay.
Q So in paragraph 65, you reference the three

Cobb County splits or three pieces of Cobb County in

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696




o o0 A~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Case 1:21-cv-05339-SCJ Document 187-4 Filed 04/19/23 Page 32 of 35
William S. Cooper February 14, 2023

Pendergrass, Coakley, et a. v. Raffensperger, Brad, Et Al.

Page 86

have 765,000 people. So it's not just in Georgia, it's
in any state you're going to sonetines have to include
urban and rural voters in a congressional plan no
matt er whether you |ike doing so or not.

Q And you'd agree illustrative District 10
m xes Appal achian North Georgia with parts of the black
belt in Eastern Georgia; right?

A It does. It does.

Q And you reference Dougl as, Fulton, and
Fayette Counties being core Metro Atlanta counties in
the Atl anta Regi onal Comm ssion in paragraph 68.

Do you see that?

A Yeah.

Q And is Coweta County also a core Metro
Atl anta county under the Atlanta Regi onal Comm ssion?

A "' mnot sure. There are 11 counties and |I'm
not sure Coweta is part of it.

Q Are you aware that Coweta County touches
Dougl as, Fulton, and Fayette Counties?

A Yes.

Q And you put Coweta County in a district with

Col umbus, Georgia, on the illustrative plan; right?
A | did, yes. |Is that bad?
Q | guess what I'mtrying to understand is

you're criticizing the enacted plan for m Xing
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ri ght?
A Right. | had to go into the town of Tyrone

to get population into District 6. And | did it in a
reasonabl e fashion. But | did put part of Tyrone in
District 6.

But to reiterate, there woul d be ot her ways
to acconplish the same objective. As you know, if you
go back and look at the illustrative plan that was done
for the prelimnary injunction, | went into the mddle
part of Fayette County to get the popul ation and
actually get to plus or m nus one person for
District 13.

Q Let's go back to your report and then to the
chart on Figure 15, page 30 of the report.

So can you just wal k me through what
Figure 15 shows?

A Well, it shows that under the 2021 plan,
about half of the black popul ation, black voting age
population is in a majority black district, and over
80 percent, 82.5 percent of the white population is in
a mpjority white district.

In drawing the illustrative plan, | was able
to narrow the gap sonewhat so that now, under the
illustrative plan, over 57 percent of the black voting

age popul ation would be in a majority black district;
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whereas, there would be a reduction for the
non- Hi spanic white VAP in the majority white districts
from 82 percent to three quarters, 75 percent.

So the end result is that nore of the bl ack
voting age popul ati on woul d have an opportunity to
el ect the candidate of choice. And I'mjust using that
generically. I'mnot a statistician -- under the
illustrative plan than under the 2021 pl an.

Q And did you do any analysis of how nmuch of
t hese changes are due solely to the black population in
Cobb County being placed into the illustrative
District 67

A No.

Q So you can't say for certain where this
little nore than seven-point novenent happened, just
that it happened in the state as a whol e between the
two pl ans?

A Well, in the state as a whole. But clearly

it would involve a significant black popul ation in Cobb

County.
Q So the --
A Because that's where a | arge part of

District 6 is |ocated.
Q So the change of black residents in Cobb

County in District 6 would have a |l arge portion of
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this, but you can't identify specifically how nuch of
this is due to particular district changes; is that
ri ght?

A That's true. It's a statew de anal ysis.

Q Looki ng down to paragraph 78, you say that
t he conpactness scores "are about the same" and "within
the normin Georgia and el sewhere.™

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And so | think we tal ked about earlier,
there's not an objectively nonconpact conpactness
score; is that right?

A That is correct.

Q Okay. And so when you say the "norm" you're
just referring to general ranges based on other states
conpact ness scores in their districts; is that right?

A Wel |, based on nmy experience and there was
this study that was produced in 2012 by the software
firm-- software conpany "Osovakia" -- | don't know if
| " msaying that right -- that |ooked at congressional
districts nationwi de, and there are sone very | ow
scores, of course, in that report; and, thus, the
illustrative plan and the 2021 plan for that matter are
significantly better than many congressional districts

in the country --

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.808.4958 770.343.9696






