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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

M DDLE DI STRI CT OF LQOUI SI ANA

DR. DOROTHY NAI RNE, ET AL.,
Plaintiffs,
V. ClVIL ACTI ON NO
3:22-cv-00178 SDD- SDJ
R. KYLE ARDO N, in his
of ficial capacity as
Secretary of State of
Loui si ana,

Def endant .

TRANSCRI PT OF THE 30(B) (6) DEPOSI TI ON
BY VI DEOCONFERENCE OF:
LOUI SI ANA SECRETARY OF STATE
BY AND THROUGH:
SHERRI WHARTON HADSKEY
TAKEN ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FES, REPORTED | N THE ABOVE
ENTI TLED AND NUVBERED CAUSE BY YOLANDA J. PENA,

CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER FOR THE STATE OF LOUI SI ANA.

COMVENCI NG AT 9: 09 AM CST, ON AUGJUST 19, 2023
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APPEARANCES

FOR THE PLAI NTI FFS:

T. ALORA THOVAS- LUNDBORG, ESQ
El ection Law dinic

Harvard Law School

6 Everett Street, Suite 4105
Canbri dge, MA 02138

tt homasl undbor g@ aw. har var d. edu

SARAH BRANNON, ESQ
MEGAN C. KEENAN, ESQ

American Cvil Liberties Uni on Foundati on

915 15th Street NW
Washi ngt on, DC 20005
sbrannon@cl u. org
nmkeenan@cl u. org

LU S MANUEL RI CO ROVAN, ESQ

American Cvil Liberties Uni on Foundati on

125 Broad Street, 18th Fl oor
New Yor k, NY 10004
| roman@cl u. org

STUART NAI FEH, ESQ

VI CTORI A VEENGER, ESQ

NAACP Legal Defense & Educati onal Fund
40 Rector Street, 5th Fl oor

New Yor k, NY 10006

vwenger @aacpl df . org

| . SARA RCHANI, ESQ

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund
700 14th Street, Suite 600

Washi ngt on, DC 20005

srohani @aacpl df . org

JOHN ADCOCK, ESQ.
Adcock Law LLC

3110 Canal Street

New Or |l eans, LA 70119
j nadcock@nmuai | . com
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APPEARANCES (Continued)

FOR LOUI SI ANA SECRETARY OF STATE:

PHI LLI P STRACH, ESQ

TOM FAR, ESQ

Nel son Mul |i ns

301 Hi |l |l sborough Street, Suite 1400
Ral ei gh, NC 27603

phil . strach@el sonnmul | i ns. com

tom farr @el sonnmul | i ns. com

JOHN C. WALSH, ESQ
Shows, Cali & Walsh, LLP
628 St. Louis St

Bat on Rouge, LA 70802
john@cw | p. com

FOR THE LEQ SLATI VE | NTERVENCRS, SENATE PRESI DENT
PATRI CK PAGE CORTEZ AND SPEAKER CLAY SCHEXNAYDER,
I N THEI R OFFI CI AL CAPACI Tl ES:

ERI KA DACKI N PROUTY, ESQ

Baker Hostetl er

200 G vic Center Drive, Suite 1200
Col unbus, OH 43215-4138

epr out y@aker | aw. com

ALSO PRESENT:

JEFFREY WALE, ESQ.
Ofice of Attorney CGeneral Jeff Landry

JENNI FER BOLLI NGER, ESQ
Loui si ana Secretary of State

MOLLY GARYANTES

REPORTED BY:

YOLANDA J. PENA
CCR NO. 2017002, RPR
STATE OF LOUI SI ANA
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STI PULATI ON

| T 1S STI PULATED AND AGREED by and anong the
parties that this deposition is hereby being taken
pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

Al formalities, excluding the reading and
signing of the transcript by the witness, are hereby
wai ved.

Al'l objections, except as to the formof the
guestion and responsi veness of the answer, are
consi dered reserved until trial or other use of the

deposi tion.
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SHERRI WHARTON HADSKEY,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Good norning, Ms. Hadskey. Could you pl ease
state your full name for the record?

A Sure. Sherri Warton Hadskey.

Q And your address, please. It could be your
busi ness addr ess.

A 8585 Archives Avenue, Suite 110, Baton Rouge,
Loui si ana 70809.

Q And you understand that today you're under
oath, correct?

A Yes.

Q And that's the same oath that you woul d take

in a court of lawif you were doing this in person,

correct?
A Correct.
Q My nane is Alora Thomas. | work at the
El ection Law Cinic at Harvard Law School. |'m one of

the attorneys for the plaintiff in the case Nairne v.
Ardoin. Thank you for taking tinme to talk with ne
today. |'mgoing to ask you sone prelimnary

questi ons.
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Have you ever been deposed before?

A No. This is nmy first tinme.

Q So I"'mgoing to go through a few ground rul es
for depositions. So we talked about this a little bit
before we got on the record, but so that the record is
clear, it's really inportant for us not to talk over

one another. So please let nme finish ny questions, and

| will let you finish your answers. Ckay?
A Ckay.
Q If you don't hear a question or you don't hear

all of the question, you may ask ne to repeat it.
Do you understand that?

A Yes.

Q If you don't understand a question, you hear
it but it's not clear to you what | nean, you can
al ways ask ne to rephrase the question and neke it
clear that you did not understand the question that |
asked.

A Ckay.

Q W will be taking periodic breaks throughout
the day. |If you need a break, just let ne know. | may
ask for us not to take a break when a question is
pending, and if |I'mnear an end of a section, | may ask
you to wait. You can always let us know if you need to

t ake a break.
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A Ckay.

Q | f you need a break to consult with counse
regardi ng di sclosure of privileged information, please
state that on the record, and then we can allow a break
for that consultation.

Do you understand that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Your counsel or other counsel on the
line may object to a certain question that | ask you

today. Unless your counsel instructs you not to answer

the question, you still answer the question after the
obj ecti on.

A Ckay.

Q |s there anything -- we talked a little bit
about you being under oath. |[Is there anything that

woul d prevent you from answering ny questions honestly
and accurately today?

A No, ma'am

Q Are you taking any nedication that m ght
I npede your ability to answer ny questions truthfully?

A No.

Q So I'mfirst going to go over sone terns of
art with you that 1'll be using throughout the
deposition. And again, if | use one of these terns and

It's unclear to you what | nean, you can al ways ask ne.
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But throughout the deposition, I'mgoing to be
using the term"special election." Wwen | refer to
"special election,” I"'mreferring to an el ection that
occurs when there's a vacancy in elected office that

needs to be filled outside of the regular election

schedul e.
A Ckay.
Q | wll also be using the term"regul ar
el ection,” and by that, I"'mprinmarily neaning el ections

t hat occur on the election schedule and in the case of
t he Loui siana State House and Loui siana State
Legi sl ature, those elections that occur every four

years. Do you understand that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. | may sonetines just refer to
"the House" or "House election.” If | do that, unless
| specify otherwse, |'mreferring to the Louisiana

St ate House el ection. Ckay?

A The Loui siana State House of Representative
el ections?

Q Exactly.

A Ckay. Ckay.

Q | may also refer to "the Senate.” \Wen |
refer to "the Senate," unless |I specify otherwise, I'm

referring to the Louisiana Senate?

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS



http://www.acmereporting.com

© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

[N T N N B N I T T e S S N S T
g A W N P O © © N O O M W N L O

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ

DOGHIERM) HADsK Y/ 1024 Page 12 01173 g1 69003

Page 12
A Ckay.
Q And then in contrast, | may sonetines refer
to "congressional elections.” Wen | refer to

“congressional elections,” I"'mreferring to the U S
House of Representatives el ections.

A Ckay.

Q And at any point if it's confusing which type
of election I'mreferring to and it's inportant to your
answer, please let ne know, and we can nmake sure the
record is clear

A Ckay.

(Exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification.)
BY Ms. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q |'mgoing to -- |'ve already prenarked what
has been premarked as Exhibit 1. It is the 30(b)(6)
notice. So if we could, pull that up. And it should
be a marked exhibit folder.

A It's loading. |I'msorry. Ckay. It's up.
Ckay.

Q All right. You can take a mnute to scrol
t hrough this docunent.

A Ckay. Ckay.

Q Do you recogni ze this docunent?

A | do.

Q And if we look at the first page of this
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document, what is this docunent titled?
A "Notice of Deposition Under Fed. R CGv. P.
30(b)(6)."

Q Correct. Thank you.

A You' re wel cone.

Q And do you know what a 30(b)(6) deposition is?

A No, | do not.

Q A 30(b)(6) deposition is a deposition on
behal f of the entity represented in the notice. In
this case, it is the Secretary of State's office.

Do you understand that?

A | do.

Q And does that conport with what you thought
t oday' s deposition was going to be?

A Yes, it does.

Q And what was your understandi ng of what was
required for today's deposition?

A For ne to answer the questions that are in
this notice to the best of my know edge and to -- well,
yeah, that's it. Just to answer to the best of ny
know edge.

Q Did you do anything to prepare for today's
deposition?

A Yes. | reviewed election dates, and |

reviewed the el ection schedules and things |ike that.
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Q Did you revi ew any ot her documents?

A The el ection schedules. And then | -- a few
of our tinelines for cal endar years of election cycles
and what we have during those tines during the election
cycle and then between the el ection cycles.

Q And did you review any docunents other than
this notice that's been provided to you by counsel ?

A No.

Q Do you have any docunents in the roomwth you
today that you intend to reference?

A No, | do not.

Q And | think we saw that M. Strach is in the
roomwth you. |s there anyone else in the roomwth
you-al | today?

A Yes. So John Wl sh and Jennifer Bollinger.

Do you need ne to spell her |ast nane?

Q | woul d assune the court reporter m ght want
t hat .

A It's B-o-l-1-i-n-g-e-r.

Q And | believe M. Walsh is counsel. Is

Ms. Bollinger also counsel in the case?

A She's executive counsel for the Secretary of
St at e.

Q I s anyone else in the roon®

A No, ma' am
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Q Did you neet with anyone to prepare for
t oday' s deposition?

A | spoke with ny adm nistrative nanagers over
t he busi ness and service area of elections and the
operations area of elections.

Q | may ask you sone nore questions about that
later. And if | --

A Sur e.

Q -- get the designation wong, you can al ways
correct ne.

Did you neet with anyone else to prepare for
t oday' s deposition?

No.

Did you have any neetings with counsel ?

Yes.

tell

A
Q
A
Q And how many neetings did you have? Don't
e
A Two.

Q -- what you said. | just want to know ki nd of
when, how | ong.

A Ckay. Two neetings. One was -- |1'd have to
get you the exact date, but it was a week ago, and one
yesterday. And the one that was a week ago was
approximately three hours, and the one that was

yesterday was approximately three hours.
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Q And the neetings that you had with folks in
your office, the manager of business services and
operations, how |long were those neetings?

A The busi ness service neeting was two hours,
approxi mtely. And the operations neeting was an hour.
Q WAs counsel present at those neetings?

A No.

Q VWhat did you discuss at the admnistrative
busi ness -- what is the title of that group?

A |t's Business and Services.

Q Ckay. What was the discussed at the Business
and Services neeting?

A So | understand their procedures and how the
operation works as far as inplenenting redistricting
plans. Wat | did not know was the tine franes that
included -- so there's different portions of entering
redistricting information, and there's a portion where
you are creating spreadsheets, you are proofing
spreadsheets. Then you're getting changes and proofing
nore spreadsheets, and then there's the part where you
actually are physically doing the inplenentation; and |
needed the tine franme that it took for both.

Q | think we'll discuss that sonme nore | ater
That's very hel pful.

What did you discuss with the operations
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fol ks?

A We | ooked at the ballot building process,

especially for UCCAVA. | -- for -- prior to 2017 --
|"mthe -- |'ve been the conm ssioner of elections
since 2017. But prior to 2017, | was the elections

operations manager. And it's been a while since |'ve
had ny hands in the actual -- in the weeds of the
process, so | needed themto tell me what had changed
or been effected, if there was anything to nake a
difference in ny testinony today, because | would have
been basing it off of ny information fromfive years
ago rather than the information currently at hand.

Q Thank you. We will also get back to the
question of ballot, ballot design, tinelines, but I'd
like to nove to sonething that you just touched on,
which is your background. So if we could start your
educati onal background.

What i s your educational background?

A. | went to Louisiana State University, and |
studi ed special education. And while | was studying
speci al education, | took a student job at the
Departnent of Elections. At that tine, the Departnent
of Elections was a separate entity than the Louisiana
Secretary of State. It was two separate offices.

And the elections division was in charge of
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all of the machines and the tabulation and the early
voting tabulation, et cetera. And the Secretary of
State's office was in charge of the ballot building and
assenbling of the ballots to provide to the el ections
division that did the balloting.

Q And when -- do you recall when those two
t hi ngs were joi ned?

A Yes. |In the year 2002, we began the process
of merging those offices into one office. So they did
away W th the elections conm ssioner as an el ected
official. It used to be the elections conm ssioner
was el ected and the secretary of state was el ect ed.
They nerged the offices together, and the el ections
conm ssi oner becane appointed by the secretary of
state. And that nerger took approximtely a year to
conpl et e.

Q Just goi ng back to your background, you said
that you started as a student working in the elections
office. Can you just wal k through, then, your
progression in your -- to your current position?

A Sure. So when | was a student worker, |
wanted to learn as nuch as | could about the job, so as
a student, | worked in answering the phones, doing the
mail, things like that. Then | went into el ections

purchasing, and | worked as a student for the
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adm ni strator there.

| worked in elections registration for a
period of tine, worked for the adm nistrator there. |
wor ked in el ections accounting for a span of tine and
| ear ned about el ections accounting. And then ny title
changed from student to part-tinme enpl oyee because |
was still in school. And when | becane a part-tine
enpl oyee, | went to work in elections balloting and
worked in that area for a while.

And once the departnents nerged, | becane the
el ections director over balloting, absentee balloting.
And at that point in tinme, the state was mgrating over
to electronic voting machines. The electronic voting
machines first came into the state in 1991, but it took
until 2005 until every single parish -- 2006, |'m
sorry -- until every single parish in the state had
m grated over to an electronic voting machine rather
than the | ever machines. And that process was
finalized in 2006 -- mddle of 2006, and | remained the
el ections director at that tine until approxi mately
2008 or 2009.

At that point, the secretary of state, who was
Fox McKeithen, he assigned ne to be over el ections
operations and elections field operations, so

progranm ng of all of the voting systens and
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adm ni stering the elections in the parishes, training
t he parish board nenbers and the registrars and the
clerks, the novenent of the voting machines, the
storage of the voting machines, that type of work.
And | remained in that position until 2017 when |
becane conm ssioner of elections.

Q Thank you. Very hel pful.

A Sur e.

Q So your current position is as conm ssioner of
el ections. Does this position have a tern?

A | know | have to be -- if a new secretary of
state cones in, they have to reappoint nme, if they so
choose. And then | go through a confirmation hearing
wth the Senate in order to be confirned for the
posi tion.

Q And if the secretary of state stays the sane,

then you woul d be able to stay on in your position?

A That's correct, if he -- if he chooses.
Q Ckay.
A O she. I1'msorry.

Q Wuld it be necessary for you to go through
the Senate confirmation process again?

A No.

Q So if you could now tell us, what are the

responsibilities of the conm ssioner of elections?
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A So as conm ssioner of elections with the
State, what | told you before when | was managing with
el ections operations and field operations, that end of
It is all about the physical aspects of the election,
el ection day, early voting, the conduct of the

el ection, that type of thing.

As conmm ssioner of elections, | gained the
ballot -- I"msorry, | gained the business and service
area as well. The business and service area is the

group that does nore of the qualifying for the

el ections, redistricting for the elections, a |ot of
the legal matters. They manage the hotline for calls
that come in with people questioning their
registration. Registration actually falls in that
area as well.

And then, of course, | offer ny input to
executive on all elections matters. It also involves
t he war ehouse and drai nage contracts, managenent of
that. And then, of course, the State of Louisiana
currently is looking at a new voting system So
advising the secretary on matters with the RFP process
and the search for a new voting systemfor the State of
Loui si ana overall.

We al so have an outreach division, and that

outreach division conducts private elections around the
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state to educate voters and to work with not only

el enentary and secondary education el ections, but also
unions, et cetera, to try and get as many people to get
hands on with the equi pnent and the el ections process,

encour agi ng people to vote.

Now, one of the divisions that was under the
previ ous conm ssioner that is no | onger under me is the
El ecti ons Conpliance Unit. Qur Elections Conpliance
Unit falls under executive now. It doesn't fall under
ny | eadership.

Q | think you used the term "executive" twice in

your answer. By "executive," do you nean the secretary
of state, or are you referring to sonething el se?

A I'"mreferring to the secretary of state first
assi stant and the chief financial officer for
managenent and finance and the secretary's confidenti al
assi stant.

Q And then --

A And | also work -- I'"mso sorry.
Q Go ahead.
A | also work with executive counsel.

Q So you nean the |lawyers for the secretary and
the other folks in the kind of executive wing of the
of fice?

A Correct.
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Q And what is your relationship, generally, wth
the secretary and the other nenbers of the executive?

A So the secretary of state ultimately makes the
decisions that are brought to his attention that need
to have an answer right away. It needs to fall under
what he would Iike to be done. So, for exanple, if a
parish is asking for a new early voting site, I would
do all the research on, you know, how many voters are
in the area, where they're looking for that, is it
cl ose to another voting site, or is it way far away,
does it help the voters to be able to not have to drive
so far, et cetera, et cetera.

So | would bring that information to him and
to the executive staff, and then based on that
i nformation, they would ask ne questions, but
ultimately, he would nake the decision. So that's a
good exanple of the rel ationship.

Q And are there things -- what types of things
are in his purview where you need to get his signoff,
and what types of things do you have the ability to
sign off on on your own?

A So | amable to -- if he designates ne as his
representative, | amable to approve the elections
requests comng fromthe parishes, such as, if they

need deputies to work early voting, |I'mable to approve
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the work -- the pay that they're going to receive and
the hours that they're going to work.

| amable to sign off on elections matters
that are related to the nunber of conm ssioners
sonmebody may want to have, decisions that are nmade by
the locals that have to be approved that involve the
actual function of the election.

And then we do a lot of printed nmaterials,
such as the ballot box and various gui des and
I nformational panphlet for the conm ssioners and things
like that. | amable to sign off on those, but |
absol utely run everything through executive to confirm
that they agree before signing off.

Q Thank you.

And what is your relationship |ike between
your office and the secretary of state's office in
general and | ocal parish governnent?

A So we're a top-down state, and every parish in
the state uses the same voting equi pnment, voting
procedures, the sane registration procedures. Each
pari sh has the sanme guidelines that they follow So
the locals that are trained -- ny staff trains the
clerks of court, the registrar of voters. They train
the parish board nenbers. The technicians are

certified by our current vendor, and we work with --
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hand in hand with the trainings involved in that. And
so basically, the locals ook to us for that type of
t rai ning.

Now, we are not the |legal advisers to the
registrar or to the parish board. That falls under the
attorney general's office. So if they have a | egal
question, they have to go to the AGs office to get
| egal advi senent, or they have to request an opinion,
sonething like that.

Q And - -

A That's it.

Q Ckay. | wanted to nmake sure you had finished
your answer before | ask another question.

A Yeah. Yeah.

Q And does your relationship with the parish
gover nment change dependi ng on whether you're dealing
wth a clerk of court, a registrar of voters, or parish
presi dent ?

A W don't have -- it's very limted interaction
that we have with the parish president. The parish
governing authorities are their own entity, and we just
don't have -- there's -- | can only think of one or two
things that we do with the parish governing authority.

The clerks of court and the registrar of

voters, our interaction wth themis primarily the same
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in that the clerks manage qualifying, so we train them
on qualifying, and we help themwth the qualifying
process. The registrars work in registration, and

so -- and in early voting, whichis real-tinme. And
they're involved in -- so we work training them on
their processes. Wuen it conmes to the early voting

t abul ation process, we train themon that, and they
under stand the equi pnment, and we support them each

el ection with having a support teamfor a group of

pari shes.

And as you know, the -- or I'msorry. You may
not know. The parish board of election supervisors
consists of the clerk, the registrar, a Republican
menber, a Denocratic nenber, and a governor's
appoi ntee. And so that training for those procedures
I's the sane because they're working on the sane
process. The clerks of court read cartridges for
election night. That's a separate training. But al
inall, what we're doing wwth themis training and
supporting for the elections process.

Q And we talked a little bit about the different
subgr oups under your supervision. How many fol ks do
you supervise?

A So in the elections division at the Secretary

of State's office right now, there's 259 enpl oyees.
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What that consists of is each parish in the state has a
voting machi ne warehouse. And in those warehouses, if
it's a small parish -- let's say it's Tensas, and
there's 18 machines, and it's a smaller area. There
may be one warehouse enployee. But if you're in a

| arger parish, such as East Baton Rouge or Ol eans or
St. Tammany, of course you're going to have nore.
You're going to have 15 enployees or nore. It just
depends on the | ayout of the parish.

And so what | nean by that is | think -- if
you're famliar with Louisiana, St. Tammany Parish has
Covi ngton, Slidell, Mudisonville. [If you have machi nes
in all of those areas, you have to have the staff
menbers to be able to support that. So of course you
can't do that with one warehouse enpl oyee.

| n- house, we have the progranm ng division,
and that division actually is tasked with supporting
all of the parishes. They are the ones that are boots
on the ground in the parishes to support the el ections.
The programm ng, the paper ballots, the ICX early
voting ballots, the ABC ballots, they manage t hat
information and getting the information onto the
machi nes and then tabulating after the election is
over.

The field operations section that's in-house,
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they are managing all 64 warehouses and the tasks that
they have. So they programin a |aptop the cartridges
that go into the voting machines. They're responsible
for working with the drayman who delivers and picks up
the machines. They're responsible for, as far as the
field goes, the warehousing. Are there problens with
t he warehouse? Do they not have enough space? D d the
person sell the warehouse and the |ease is up,
et cetera.

The operations section is divided into two,
progranm ng and field operations, but they work in
uni son. And many of their job descriptions have --
t hey share simlar conponents. The business and
service division is nore about the front end of the
el ection, so they're qualifying processes and
procedures are conpleted for the clerks, and they work
with the clerks to support themon that process.

And they also work with the registration.
They're responsible for all the |egislative changes
t hat cone about, neaning forns or informational
panphl ets or a change in -- in sonething that's on one
of the fornms. W have quite a nunber of forns that
they have to keep up with that are legal fornms required
to operate an el ection.

And t hen, of course, they have the
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registration end of it. And that group, the business
and service division, works hand in hand with our | egal
division a lot on the front end of the election. The
operations group works with the I egal division nore on
t he back end of the elections process.

Q So focusing on the in-house folks, it sounds
like there's three primary groups. There's the
progranm ng fol ks, the operations fol ks, and Busi ness
and Services folks. Correct?

A That's correct.

Q And how many fol ks work in the progranm ng
di vi si on?

A In the programm ng division currently, there
are, | believe, 45. That includes --

Q And how many fol ks work --

A |'msorry. The in-house operations and field
operations is considered one. There's 45 total in
t hose two groups. And then the business and service
di vision, there's 15.

Now, we have sone positions that we are
currently filling because either people have retired,
t hey' ve noved away. But we had sone new positions
created to help us with -- with nanagenment of the
el ections process because we're getting ready to go

Into having to nanage two separate systens at the sane
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time. And so right now, | believe we have 18 positions
that are about to be filled.

Q And t hose would be in the Business and
Servi ces division?

A Two of themw ||l be in business service. The
rest of themw || be operations and field operati ons.

Q And so of the 269 overall enployees in the
el ections division, it sounds |ike around 60 of them
are in-house. And are the rest of themin the
war ehouses, or do the 199 work somewhere el se?

A They're in the -- they're in the warehouses.
And | should nention that 100 of the enpl oyees are ful
time. The 139 -- or 159, I'msorry. 100 are ful
time; 159 are considered part-tinme WAEs.

Q O the folks who are in-house -- so the
operations and the business services folks -- are the
majority of themfull tinme or part tine?

A | believe there are currently 14 part tine.
All the rest, full tine. But that is going to change
W thin the next nonth or so because the -- a |lot of
t hose enpl oyees are going to nove into those full-tine
positions. |If they apply and they are interviewed and
they are able to take the position, then they' |l nove
into a full-tinme position.

Q All right. | want to ask you sonme questions
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just generally related to this litigation and your
know edge of the litigation, and then we're going to
get into sone nore specifics in the notice. GCkay?
When did you first |learn about this particular
l'itigation?

A When | was contacted by the attorneys about
doi ng the deposition.

Q And | think you've nentioned a nunber of
policies and procedures and trainings that you-all are
responsible for. |Is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And are those saved as witten docunents?

A Yes. W have policies and procedures that are
in witing.

Q And do you save your trainings? Do those
I ncl ude Power Poi nt ?

A More |ike elections binders that include
everything that they would work on fromend to end,
let's say, for tabulation. 1It's an elections binder.
It tal ks about their credentials. It has a |ot of
confidential information in it because it's related to
our ERIN system or it's related to our voting system
And it steps them-- wal ks themthrough the entire
process of how to set all of the equipnment up, howto

tabul ate the election, howto put the elections results
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together, whether it's an UOCAVA tally or a fax tally
or that type of thing.

In the front, we have -- for business
services, the informational panphlet is put together
for the comm ssioners to use on election day. That
Is a mnual. It's a panphlet. And it's updated
| egi sl atively every year, and we have copies of that
for the comm ssioner trainings, which are conducted by
the clerks of court.

So we're responsible to advise them of any
changes that the legislature decides to nmake to the
I nformational panphlet or the ballot box or any of the
ot her gui deline docunents that are offered. And of
course, there's an ERIN manual. The ERIN manual is our
el ections and registration information network nmanual
that tells themhow to enter a registrant, howto enter
a mil ballot once it cones in, howto -- it -- it's
everyt hing about the entire system

Q | wanted to follow up on sonething that you
mentioned a fewtinmes. | think you referred to the
ERIN system And | did see that in the few docunents
that we received fromthe Secretary of State

What is ERI N?

A. ERIN is the elections and registration

informati on network. Wien | first started with the
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Departnment of Elections, the ERIN systemwas a green
screen, old conputer database systemthat was specific
to parishes, so it wasn't a statew de systemin that
it -- you had just a database for Acadia and just a
dat abase for Allen, et cetera, et cetera.

So in 2008, they noved it to a different -- or
| T division noved it to a different platformwhere it
woul d be statewide. And it's utilized by everyone that
Is involved in the elections process, so the clerks use
it. You qualify candidates in ERIN. The registrar of
voters register people in ERIN. You're giving -- you
give credit to voters for voting in ERIN

Most of the tasks that are involved in
el ections are all in the ERI N docunent. And each
i ndi vidual that works in ERIN -- if it's a clerk or a
clerk staff nmenber, a registrar or register staff
menber, et cetera -- they are required to sign a
nondi scl osure agreenment, and they are provided with
credentials and security information for themto be
able to do their job in this overall process. Mst
states do not have a statewi de system |[It's county to
county. Qur state is statew de.

Q You nentioned that ERIN is confidential and
that you have to sign an NDA to see it. Wat is your

under standing of why ERIN is confidential, or what
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about ERIN is particularly confidential?

A When you are in voter registration or you're
qual i fyi ng somebody or anything |ike that, when you
pull the screens up to work in the screen in the
dat abase, your nane, your address, your nother's maiden
name, your date of birth, your phone nunber, your enail
address, there's a |lot of confidential information that
the Louisiana |egislature recognizes as PlIl, private
I nformation, and so under no circunstances woul d you
ever want that information shared.

And then on top of that, in this day and tine
where you have to worry about hacking and scans and
that type of thing, you would never want anyone to have
t he procedure of how to renove a registrant or howto
add a registrant or how to tabul ate, you know, the
process or -- you can't afford to have the security
breached by just letting anybody have access to that.
| consider it simlar to banking. Your banking
information is very confidential, and you just woul dn't
want anybody having that.

Q That's hel pful. Thank you.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. |'mgoing to

have -- mark a new exhibit. And we hopefully

have -- Molly, here is going to help ne.

Mol Iy, could you pull up exhibit --
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going to have marked as Exhibit 2.

MS. GARYANTES:. Absolutely. It should
be introduced.

(Exhibit No. 2 was marked for identification.)

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Ckay. | see it.
| had to refresh my -- ny browser, so if you
don't see it, try refreshing.

THE WTNESS: Ckay.

BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Can you read the --

MR STRACH. It's trying to -- it's
trying to | oad, Alora.

THE WTNESS: It says, "Generating file
preview." My take a while. GCkay. It just
came up.

M5. THOVAS-LUNDBORG I'mglad "it may
take a while" was not correct.

THE W TNESS: Yeah.

BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q | also have marked as Exhibit 2 a docunent
titled "Plaintiffs' First Request for Production of
Docunents of the Secretary of State.”
Do you see that?

A ' m | ooking at Exhibit 2.
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Q And do you see the title is "Plaintiffs' First
Request for Production of Docunents of the Secretary of
State"?

A "Plaintiffs' First Request for Production of
Docunents of the Secretary of State." Yes, | see that.
Q Ckay. And you can just take a mnute to

scroll through this docunent.

A Ckay. Ckay.

Q And once you scroll through it, you can just
let me know. |'mnot going to ask too many questions
about this. | just want to get sone general
I nformati on.

A Ckay. | was trying to read it word for word.
"' msorry.

Q No, no, no, not necessary. | just want you to
scroll through. And ny question, I'Il tell you as
you're scrolling through, is whether you' ve seen this
docunent before or whether you're aware that plaintiffs
had sent a docunent request to the Secretary of State.

A No, | have never seen this docunent before,
and no, | did not know. Usually requests such as this
go through our legal division, and if it requires files
or information, that's pulled by our IT division,

Q I'd like to go back to what has been narked as
Exhi bit 1 already.
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A Ckay. kay. |'m here.

Q And this docunent you said you have seen
before, correct?

A Yes, absol utely.

Q And |'mgoing to ask now a series of questions
related to this docunent.

A Ckay.

Q Wien | wote ny outline, sonme of the kind of
areas are -- sone of the subareas are now conbi ned, so
It won't be in this exact order, but it wll be
questions related to this docunent.

A Ckay.

Q So the first question here is about all steps
or activities required by you and steps or activities
required of other state officials related to
redistricting. I'mnot going to read it verbatim but
it's generally about the redistricting process.

And you' ve nentioned sone work that you-all
are engaged in with the redistricting process, and |'d
like to wal k through kind of step by step what your
office involvenent is wth redistricting. Okay?

A Ckay.

Q When did you start thinking about the
redistricting process? And let's focus our discussion

on the nost recent redistricting process that happened
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in the 2019 through 2021 period. Wen did you start
t hi nki ng about that process?

A So just before the census informtion was
about to conme out, the Business and Service division
began | ooking at all of the procedures necessary for
redistricting in our office.

So basically, our office is mnisterial when
It cones to parts of the redistricting process, neaning
that we have | egal deadlines that the parish governing
authority, the denographers, the House and Senat e,
et cetera, have to neet. They have to provide
information to our office by a certain date. And the
reason for that is that if they don't neet those |egal
deadl ines, then the registrar of voters or the Business
and Service division cannot, in the ERIN system nake
t he changes necessary for the voters to get the correct
bal | ot s.

So the process of redistricting is on the
parish itself, whether it's school board redistricting,
council redistricting. Any type of redistricting
| ocal ly, the parish governing authority works wth the
denogr apher, and those two entities approve ordi nances
and submt themfor the information to be updated in
ERIN to all ow those voters to be in the districts that

t hey sel ected, they approved, et cetera.
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Then as far as the House and Senate, they
provide the information to us. And as they provide
that information to us, of course HV14 had to pass, and
t hen our Business and Service division creates a
spreadsheet for the House and a spreadsheet for the
Senate. And they begin, parish by parish, going
t hrough the changes that are nmade and trying to make
certain that the information is accurate.

| n 2019 through 2023, all precincts are
frozen, neaning that the -- when we run canvass every
year, the parishes are required to -- if you have a
preci nct under 300, you have to nerge it w th another
precinct. O if you have a precinct that's over 2,200,
you may have to split that. And for those three years,
those -- those processes are frozen until January 1st
of 2023.

So this year, in January 1st, it opened up
the ability for all of themto go ahead and start
correcting all of their precincts. And what happens
with that is you may have precinct 16 and precinct 15,
and precinct 15 has 200-sonething voters, so they nerge
those two. And then they renane it precinct 17, and it
may have different boundaries, et cetera. That's what
they're tasked wth doing after the freeze is

conpl et ed.
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So our department, we are -- the registrar of
voters for all the local information, they're trying to
put the voters into the right precincts, whether it's a
new precinct or not, and proof and nmake certain
everything is okay. And then fromour office, if it is
whol e precincts -- if all that you're noving is whole
precincts, then our departnment is able to nove the
voters into those whole precincts. But if the parishes
are renunbering and splitting and nerging, it nakes it
very conplicated.

And so it takes quite a bit of tinme for them
to look at all of the changes. It goes through a
t hree-| evel proofing process, and then after that
process, when we don't have an election -- so it can't
be in the mddle of a election cycle because you can't
nove voters during an election cycle. So that is --
basi cally when we do that process, the Business and
Service division proofs it, makes sure it's okay,
you're not in an election cycle, and you are conpleting
the process for the voters.

And the inportance for that is that you never
inamllion years want to provide a voter with an
incorrect ballot. That -- in other words, you don't
want themto be in the wong council district or the

wong rep district or anything like that. |It's quite a
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bit a proofing.

Q So | think I want to ask you sone follow up
questions about your answer. And if | get anything
wrong, please feel free to correct ne.

So focusing now on the House and Senate
proofing process, what does that involve exactly? You
said that they're looking at Excel spreadsheets. Are
t hey making sure that voters are in the right districts
and precincts?

A They are lining out the precincts, |ooking at
are there any precinct changes, and then they are
trying to confirmthat the right voters are in the
ri ght areas.

Q And how | ong does that process take?

A The proofing process and the inplenentation
process both takes anywhere fromfour -- about four to
four and a half nonths.

Q So it takes four to four and a half nonths to
line folks up to make sure folks are in the right
precincts and districts just for the Louisiana State
House and Senat e?

A That's correct.

Q And how many fol ks are doing that process over
t he four nonths, and how many hours a day are they

involved in that process?
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A So they work eight-hour days, and our Business
and Service division is not -- they have to keep their
busi ness going. They have to answer the hotlines.

They have to conduct the elections. They have to, you
know, conduct qualifying, et cetera. So they have six
people trained to be able to do that process.

Q And do you have any sense of over that
four-nmonth period, how nmuch tinme fol ks are spendi ng
specifically on the proofing the Senate House and the
Senate -- the House and Senate districts?

A It's ny understanding that those six people --
once they start the process, they dedicate their tine
to that unless we have sonething that is --
energency-w se that pulls themaway. And when | say
"emergency-w se," that would nean el ection days. |
mean, priority-w se, election day takes priority over
anything. That's the whole purpose for our division.

Q And so your testinony is that in 2021, it took
t hose six folks four and a half nonths to proof the
Senate and House districts?

A In 2021? The Senate and House districts were
given to themin 2022.

Q l"msorry, 2022.

A Yeah, there wasn't anything submtted in '21

wth that. Now, there was |ocal redistricting going on
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but not the House and Senate.
Q Ckay. And in 2022, it took themfour and a
half nmonths to proof the House and Senate districts?
A Yes, and conduct el ecti ons.
MR. STRACH. Al ora, whenever you're
ready, it mght be a good tine to take a
br eak.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. Yeah, if you can
just give ne a few nore m nutes.

MR STRACH: Sure.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG | want to ask sone

questions about her previous answer, and once

we' re done, we can then take a break.
MR STRACH. Sure thing.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Ckay.
A And | do -- I'msorry.
Q Yes. (Go ahead.

A | just wanted to add one thing to that. If -
for House and Senate, four and a half nonths, and |
said unless sonething else is in play. So | think you
brought it up in the beginning. If we do have speci al
el ections that are put into that tine frane, that
affects that as well. | didn't want you to think it

was only regularly schedul ed elections. It's whatever
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the legislature puts into play wwth an el ections
process.

Q Ckay. And you al so nentioned in your previous
answer that the precincts are frozen from 2019 to 2023.
|s that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. Do you know if thereis alawor is it
policy and procedure that requires the precinct |ines
to be frozen from 2019 to 2023?

A It's alaw. | believe it's 531.1, but | can't
swear to that. |'d have to look it up for you. O
531. 2.

Q And do you have any understandi ng behi nd why
precincts are frozen in this period?

A | don't know why --

Q I f you know.

A -- the legislature -- the -- | can only nake
an assunption.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG kay. | think
that those are all the questions that | have
around that answer. |'mgoing to cone back
and have nore questions about redistricting
when we get off the break.

(Recess taken.)

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

[N T N N B N I T T e S S N S T
g A W N P O © © N O O M W N L O

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ Dogﬁrgﬁﬁtl %_Z&E}SKgle/M Page 45 of 173 08/19/2023

Page 45

Q So starting fromwhere we left off, | think
you nentioned before that sonme of your work -- well,
strike that. 1'd like to ask another question.

Rel ated to the answer that you gave ne j ust
bef ore we went on break, you said that your office
received the Excel files fromthe State House and State
Senate after the nmap had been inplenmented; is that
correct -- or enacted? Not inplenented.

A Meani ng -- neani ng House Bill 147

Q Yes.

A. kay. | believe -- so they didn't get an
Excel file; we created an Excel file. But they
provided the information sonetime prior to it -- the
act comng in through with the other acts of
| egislation. It was sonetinme within the nonths right
prior to that, | believe, but I1'd have to confirmthat
on the date.

Q Ckay. Qher than receiving information about
the enacted -- the enacted Senate and House map, are
t here any other comuni cati ons between anyone in the
Secretary of State's office and anyone in the State
Legi sl ature about the map?

And | see Ms. Prouty has conme on. |'m
assum ng she's going to object.

M5. PROUTY: And | -- | just want to
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object to the extent that this question would
call for information that's protected by the

| egi sl ative privilege of nenbers who have not
wai ved that privilege here. |'mnot sure of

the extent of Ms. Hadskey's answer, but | did
want to raise that issue.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. And ny short
response woul d be that Ms. Hadskey does not
fit in the legislature. So any conmmrunication
bet ween her and that body are not covered in
the legislative privilege. That applies to
conversations within the | egislature.

M5. PROUTY: Alora, actually, under the
Fifth CGrcuit's recent decision, | think we
referenced this extensively with counsel for
plaintiffs. But it's not necessarily just
wthin the legislature. So again, | don't
know t he scope of Ms. Hadskey's answer, but |
do want to raise that.

BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q You may respond, Ms. Hadskey.

A Ckay. | can only speak for nyself. | had no
conmuni cations or interaction. And ny staff, other
than receiving the files, had no comunicati ons and

I nteracti ons.
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Q And did you see as part of the topics of the

30(b)(6) -- or actually, I will -- if we can, go back
to Exhibit 1.
A Ckay.

Q And if you scroll down to page 7 and 8,
Nunmber 3, know edge and conmmuni cations between your
office and any nenbers of the State House or State
Senat e about the maps for the State House or the State
Senat e.

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Did you do anything to respond and
prepare to respond to this set of questions?

A No. No, because | don't have -- | did not
have any know edge or anything on that. | don't -- |
didn't communicate with themat all

Q But you do understand that you're sitting here
t oday not just on behalf of yourself but on behal f of
the Secretary of State and his office?

A Ckay. To ny know edge, there was not any
i nformati on back and forth regardi ng how they drew the
maps or what they did.

Q And did you do anything to figure out, for
exanple, if anyone in the executive had had any

di scussi ons?
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A | -- | talked to nmy staff. They did not have
any interaction.

Q And earlier in the deposition, we discussed
the -- what you referred to as the executive, which is
the secretary hinself and sone other nenbers of his
staff. Did you do anything to apprise yourself of
whet her any nenbers of the executive had any
conversations?

A No. | didn't talk to them about this.

Q Ckay. So I'd now like to nove to another
topic,?

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. So | have no
nore questions on this, Ms. Prouty, about
whet her -- about the role of denographers.

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q And | think you nentioned in an earlier answer
t hat one of the things that your office does as part of
the redistricting process is work with denographers,
and 1'd just like to ask you sone question about that.

A Ckay. So we don't work with them \Wat we do
Is we accept what they submt to us. So working wth
them meaning we accept what's provided to us by the
parish council and the denographer as how they want the
districts laid out.

Q And are the denographers -- let ne start that.
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Let me just ask. Actually, this mght be hel pful.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG | f we could mark
what is Exhibit H Mlly, as -- mark it as
Exhi bit 3.
(Exhibit No. 3 was marked for identification.)
MS. GARYANTES: Absol utely.
THE WTNESS: |Is that going to be
post ed?
MS. THOVAS-LUNDBORG It wll be. It
just takes a mnute to post it.
THE W TNESS: Ch, okay.
MS. GARYANTES: You said Exhibit A or 8?
M5. THOVAS-LUNDBORG H. H, as in
"Harry."
M5. GARYANTES: OCh, got it. It should
be introduced now.
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. Do you have that
in front of you?
MR STRACH It's | oading.
THE WTNESS: Ckay. |It's up.
BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Geat. |I'mnot going to ask you too nany
questions about this docunent. | think it mght just
hel p us as we're discussing the work of denographers.

A Ri ght.
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Q | put in an email from Decenber 10, 2021, from
a Jeff Everson to your enmil|l address.
Do you see that?
| do.
Ckay. And do you recognize this email?
| do, absolutely.

Ckay. And what is the general context of this

VO > O »

emai | 7

A W had a few parishes who were asking -- they
didn't know how to hire or who to hire, and there was
no list available of who all is a denographer. So we
got a map of what denographers had been sel ected for
pari shes and shared it anong the parishes so that they
woul d have a reference to go to if they needed a
denogr apher.

Q And what is your understandi ng of what
denographers were doing in early 2022 since this enmail
I's from Decenber of 2021, as far as the work that
denogr aphers were doing for parishes?

A So sonme denographers were working on parish
BC districts, and ot her denographers were working on
parish council districts, and other denographers were
wor ki ng on school board districts. And | don't know
exactly what they do. | don't -- | have no concept of

how they do their job or what they're trying to do.
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But | do know there's a limted nunber in --
what -- nost of the parish councils are not famliar
w th the denographer information. There is no
www. denogr apher.com And so if you know that there's
sonmebody that's |isted as a denographer and anot her
parish could contact themto see if they would do the
wor k, then great.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. |1'mgoing to
I ntroduce another exhibit. 1'mgoing to
i ntroduce two exhibits. As far as | can tell,
they are an email and an attachnent.
So, Molly, if we could, bring up what |
have in ny notes as Exhibit C and mark that as
Exhibit 4 and then Exhibit D and mark that as
Exhi bit 5.
MS. GARYANTES: Ckay.
(Exhibit Nos. 4 and 5 were narked for
i dentification.)
MS. GARYANTES:. They shoul d both be
I nt roduced.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG G eat.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Ms. Hadskey, | amgoing to take these in
turns, but since they're an email and an attachnent, if

you want to quickly scroll through both to famliarize
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yourself, and then I'Il start asking you questions
about Exhibit 4 and then Exhibit 5.

A Ckay. kay. OCkay. And then let nme | ook at
the attachnment. Hold on. kay.

Q Ckay.

A Ckay.

Q l"mgoing to start with the -- with the email.
That's Exhibit 4.

A Ckay.

Q And so | ooking at Exhibit 4, who's this email
fronf

A It's from Heather Meyers. She's the director
of Busi ness and Servi ces.

Q And who is the email to?
It's to ne.
And what's the date of this emil?
Sorry. | closed it out. OCkay. 9/27/21.
And the title of the email?

> o >» O >

"Letter Regardi ng Reapportionnent."”

Q And then does there appear to be attachnents
tothis email ?

A Yes. The attachnment is a copy of a letter
done by a previous secretary of state and a previous
commi ssi oner of el ections.

Q Do you recall this email?
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A No. I'msorry. I'mtrying to remenber, but
It doesn't ring a bell with me. | -- 1 knowthat if it
was done by a previous secretary of state and a
previ ous conm ssioner, | would imgine that this went

to executive to discuss whether that's sonething that
they would want to do again or they wouldn't want to do
agai n.

Q You don't have any recollection of why this
letter was sent to you?

A |'msure she sent it to nme because she's
asking me if this is something that this adm nistration
woul d want to repeat as it was done in a previous
census and redistricting process. But that woul d not
have been a call for nme, as the letter came fromthe
previous secretary of state.

Q And then let's just |ook at Exhibit 5.

A Ckay.

Q Do you recall seeing this letter before?

A Vaguel y.

Q So let's -- this letter has a nunber of dates

fromthe old redistricting cycle. Wre you working at
the Secretary of State's office during the 2011 -- |
guess this tinmeline is from 2009 to 2013?

A Yes. | was the director of elections

operations. | didn't have anything at all to do with
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redistricting or census or anything. That wasn't under
ny di vi sion.

Q All right. W can nove on.

MS. THOVAS-LUNDBORG |'d like to mark
now what, Mdlly, | have |abeled as Exhibit E,
as in "Edward." And I'd like to mark it as
Exhi bit 6.

(Exhibit No. 6 was narked for identification.)

MS. GARYANTES: It shoul d be introduced.
BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG:
Q Let nme know when you have that up,
Ms. Hadskey.

A Ckay. Events tineline, it just cane up.

Q And then if you could, just take a nonent
to scroll through the docunent and refresh your
recol | ection.

A Ckay. Ckay.

Q This is a docunent -- oh, if you could just
read -- there's a nunber underneath the exhibit
sticker. Do you see that?

A SOS 30(b) --

Q At the bottomof the --

A.  Yeah. SOS 30(b)(6)?

Q No, not that. There's another -- there's a

nunber actually on the page.
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A Ch, okay. Hold on. SOS 000692.

Q This is the convention used by the secretary
when docunents were turned over to plaintiffs' counsel.
So this is a docunent that we received fromthe
secretary's office.

Have you seen this docunent before?

A Seens like | have. I'mthinking that this is
sonet hi ng that was done -- a presentation done by
Heat her Meyers to try and hel p the parishes get a good
idea of a tineline for the clerks or for the
registrars.

Q And then | ooking at page -- if you could just
scroll what is page 3 of 8, and it's SOS 00694.

A Ckay. |'mthere.

Q kay. And if you read the -- the events that
are set to occur in 2019 -- and let us know if this
conports with your understandi ng of what happened as
part of the redistricting process.

A "Qpportunity for parish governnments to create
precincts for the 2020 census and redistricting plans
to follow Qpportunity to use visible features or
boundary lines that no | onger exist or needed
clarification. Qpportunity to consolidate small
precincts."

Q Does this conport with your understandi ng of

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

[N T N N B N I T T e S S N S T
g A W N P O © © N O O M W N L O

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ Dogﬁrgﬁﬁtl %Z&E}SKgylolm Page 56 of 173 08/19/2023

Page 56

what happened in 2019 -- or what coul d happen in 2019
as part of the redistricting process?

A | -- no. |'mconfused. Because --

Q And - -

A The reason |I'm confused is because it says
"consolidate small precincts,” and in 2019, precincts
were frozen. So | don't understand that, but...

Q Let's nove on to -- is it -- let nme ask you a
rel ated question. Are precincts frozen in 2019 for the
whol e year, or is there a period in 2019 where
preci ncts can change and then they're frozen after a
certain point?

A |'d have to ask that question. |'m not
positive. That was what went through ny mnd as well
when | saw that.

Q Ckay. |If you could, look at the event for
July of 2021 and read them and let us know if that

conports with your understandi ng of what happened in

the --
A kay. Here's --
Q -- redistricting process. You may proceed.
A Ckay.
Q You can read it al oud.
A Oh, okay. | just finished reading it. GCkay.
Ckay. The -- so | believe, if I'"'mnot mstaken -- but
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| would have to confirmthis -- there is a statute that
IS an exception to the freeze, and this nmay be dealing
with that, but |I would have to find out if it did. And
|'d have to find the statute.

Can you hear me? Ckay.

Q Sorry, | was on nute.
A Ckay.
Q | f you could, read the page that goes from

2022 to 2024 and see if it conports with your
under st andi ng of what has happened and is going to
happen during that period.

A Ckay. Yes, that is -- that is what | believe
to be going on right now |'ve seen sonme of the plans
t hat have been received by Business and Services, and
they are working on those right now O they worked on
sone this summer, and then they are working on sone
ri ght now for the 2024 el ecti ons.

You're talking, and I can't hear you. |I'm
sorry.

Q Sorry, | was nuted again

The first bullet is "District plans based by
governing authorities and inplenented by ROV."
Wiat is ROV? 1've seen that a few pl aces.
A Yes. District plans passed by parish

governing authority and inplenented by registrar of
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voters. So whatever the denographer and the parish
governing authorities passed in an ordi nance i s what
the registrar of voters has to conply with to nove the

voters into the districts.

Q If you could, then scroll to the next page.
A Ckay.
Q If you could, read this page, and | et us know

if it conports wth your understanding of what's
happened and will continue to happen in 2022 and 2024.
A Ckay. And yes, that is. That's a
recomendation. So during the redistricting process,
the parish governing authorities and the denographers
are maki ng deci sions, but the registrar of voters and
the clerks of court need to be involved. So this
recomendation is saying create a relationship wth the
department or people who are responsible.
So the clerk and the registrar need to be
comuni cating with the parish governing authority and
t he denographers, and it's recomendi ng everything that
t hey would need to do that process. But ultimately,
it's theirs to do.
| can't hear you. |'msorry.
Q Can you read the follow ng page and tell ne if
t hat conports wth your understandi ng of what happened?

A Ckay. Yeah, that is exactly what they would
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be doi ng.
Q Coul d you read the second bullet for the
record?
A “"Plans may be challenged in court. W still
have to prepare." So preparing --

Q And does that -- yes.

A Preparing either way -- so if a plan is
chal l enged in court and you have things prepared, if
the judge says we're not doing it, then of course you
have to start fromscratch. But if the judge would say
it's holding up and you are going to do it, then you
woul d be ready to go.

Q And woul d you be starting conpletely from
scratch, or would sonme of the work that you've done be
able to be carried over to a new map?

A It would conpletely depend on what was being
chal | enged and why.

Q Ckay. And how so?

A And what now?

Q How so? How -- if you could, explain that
answer a little nore. Wat kind of factors would go
I nto whether you would start fromscratch or be able to
use sonme of your prior work?

A So if you ever have a parish governing

authority that passes a plan for redistricting for
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council menbers and in that plan, they attenpted to
change lines for school board or attenpted to change
lines for House and Senate or sonething |ike that, the
| egi sl ative denographer would not approve that. And so
that -- the plan would not work. It couldn't be

I mpl enent ed.

Q All right. And what about changes to the
state legislative plan? Wuld any of your work or any
of the state legislative plan be able to be used, or
woul d you be starting the process in your office of
I npl enent ati on over again?

A It depends if it was one parish that was
changed or two parishes that were changed or if it was
35 parishes that were changed. It all depends on what
was -- what the magnitude of the change is. And it
depends on whether the parish itself nade a great deal
of changes to the boundary lines of their precincts for
council or for anything else that they had noved around
or mergers and consol i dati ons.

Q So let's focus on the state |egislative map.
Assum ng that the precinct lines that are now in
place -- let ne ask you a question before | ask that
question. Strike that previous question.

| s the process of setting precinct |ines at

the parish level finished, or is it ongoing?
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A Currently, it's ongoing. They're stil
subm tting to our departnent.
Q And when will that process be over?
A |"'mnot -- | don't know the | egal deadline
for every single parish. | believe there are three
pari shes next year that still have to go through
redistricting, but 1'd have to confirmthat.
Q So assum ng that the state legislative -- the

state legislative lines changed and by the tinme they
changed, only three parishes were left to change their
districts, how nmuch work woul d your office need to do
to reconcile the new maps to the work that you' ve done
In the past on the enacted map?

A There's no way | can estimate that. | would
not have any idea. |1'd have to -- the Business and
Service division wuld have to look at it. That woul d
t ake assessnent.

Q Ckay. |I'mjust going to pull up (inaudible)
again. 1'll cone back to this. Let ne just go and ask
anot her questi on.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG I f we could mark
Exhibit F -- what | have in ny notes as F, as
in "Frank," as Exhibit 7 and then Exhibit G
as in "@Gry," as Exhibit 8 This is another

emai | attachnent.
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(Exhibit Nos. 7 and 8 were marked for
I dentification.)
M5. GARYANTES: Can you repeat that one
nore tine?
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. It's Exhibit F, as
in "Frank," as Exhibit 7 and Exhibit G as in
"Gary," as Exhibit 8.
M5. GARYANTES: Thank you. They're both
I nt roduced.
M5. THOMVAS- LUNDBORG G eat.
BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Ms. Hadskey, if you want take tinme to just
| ook at both exhibits quickly, and then we'll spend
sonme tine tal king about them
A kay. OCkay. Let nme go back to 8. Sorry,
it's still | oading.
Q That's fine. Things are always a little bit
sl ower over the internet.
A Ckay. GCkay. Ckay.
Q So let's go -- did you get a chance to review
bot h docunment s?
A Yes.
Q So let's go back to Exhibit 7, and then we'll
go back to Exhibit 8 It's just easier --
A Ckay.
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Q -- to put in an email and attachnent at the
sanme tine.
A Ckay. GCkay. I|I'mready. |'msorry.
Q kay. No, that's fine.
Wio was this email fron?
A The top email is fromne. And the -- | was

telling Bryce, who is the operations director, to print
the attachnent and bring it to ne in the parking | ot
because | needed it. | needed to ook at it. And
Alise -- the second email is fromAlise. She attached
t he Power Point from her presentation on Tuesday, and
then she sent it via email to show the pictures and put
It on LASOSnet for the registrar of voters. So it's a
docunment for the registrar of voters.

And what's the date of this email ?

Date is 2/17/2022.

Let's go now to the attachnent.

> O > O

Ckay. GCkay. Al right. I'mthere.

Q Do you recogni ze this docunent? Do you
recogni ze this --

A | believe | -- | believe |I do, yes. | nean,
It looks famliar to ne. W -- we do presentations for
the registrars to try and assist themw th what they're
responsi bl e for.

Q And that's in this ERIN systemthat we were
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tal king about earlier today, correct?

A That's exactly right.

Q And could you read just the title? And it
| ooks like there's -- the witing is quite snmall, and |
have very bad eyes.

A Ch, no.

Q It'1l help you reading that too.

A Sure. "Redistricting in ERIN. Changi ng
Districts Based on O di nances, Congress Rep, Senate,
Police Jury, School Board, Etc."

So the registrar of voters is responsible
to nove the voters into the right districts in ERIN
after the parish governing authorities or -- or after
the information is submtted to our departnent.

Q And that would be -- it says "Congress Rep
Senate" -- so this would cover elections fromU.S.
congressional elections, the state |egislative
elections to local elections; is that correct? The
process that would then be in this PowerPoint?

A So for two separate processes. For the
ordi nances for local elections, the registrar of voters
are responsible to do all of the novenent of the
I ndi vidual s because it is split precincts. Some
people -- they are the only ones that would know their

area. So sone people live in this area, and they would
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be in this district and -- et cetera.

For rep and Senate, they're responsible to
proof the work. |If a whole precinct is noved, they're
responsi ble to proof that work, make sure that the
precinct lines didn't change, and know that the voters
are in the right place so that they'l|l get the right
bal | ot .

Q And based on this parenthetical that
ref erences congress rep, Senate, police jury,
et cetera, this PowerPoint would involve the
processes -- those two different processes, the proof
processes and the novenent processes, just |ooking at

t he cover page --

A Yes.

Q -- of what your understanding is?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. |If you could then scroll to the next

page, please.

>

Ckay. |'mthere.
Q And could you read the -- could you read the
first bullet that's all in bold?
A. "Al'l changes nust be nmade in ERIN five
busi ness days before qualifying."
That is a statute. That's a |egal deadline.

Q So five business days --
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A The way that it reads in the statute is that
the jurisdictions nust be set, neaning the registrars
have to have all of the people in the right places in
order to neet that deadline.

Q And then there's an exanple given here in the
next two paragraphs. Could you read that?

A "The dates for qualifying for the fall 2022
election are July 20th through the 22nd. The deadline
to have your changes conpleted in ERINis July 13th."

Q And that seens like that's a little bit nore
than five days. |Is that -- oh, five business days.
Ckay. Al right. Let's nove on.

Can you change to the -- scroll to the next
page and read the first bullet.

A "The deadline for redistricting plans to be
recei ved by our office is 4:30 on June 22nd, four weeks
prior to qualifying."

So that is the ordinances and the -- the --
any information fromthe parish governing authority to
be submtted to us.

Q And does this deadline apply to all maps or
just to local parish maps?

A |'d have to read the statute.

Q Do you know which statute that is?

A Not off the top of ny head.
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Q Do you know why your office would need
redistricting plans four weeks before qualifying?

A Because the legislature set that. | don't
know why they picked the deadlines they do, but that's
what their legal deadline is in the elections code.

Q If you could, scroll to what is page 7 of 18.
And the Bates stanp is SOS 00935.

A 00935. 936, 935 -- okay. I'mthere.

Q Now, this is a -- well, could you read what
the top of the docunent says?

A "Useful reports in ERIN."

Q And then there's a bunch of redacted text.

Do you have any recollection of what was stated in this
text?

A Yes. It would tell you the reports in the
ERIN systemthat they can use to assist in conpleting
their plans and the novenment of voters. But it does
contain the elections registration information network,
confidential information as well.

Q Ckay. And then if you could, scroll to the
next page.

A Ckay.

Q And does this page also say "Useful reports in
ERI N'?

A Yes, it does.
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And has this page al so been redacted?

Yes, it has.

And if you could, scroll to the next page.
Ckay.

And what is the title of this page?

> O >» O > O

"How to change the districts." This page
woul d actually give instructions of howto go into the
ERI N system and change soneone's district from one

district to another, howto proof it, that type of

t hi ng.

Q And this page has al so been redacted?

A Yes.

Q And then if you could, scroll to the next
page.

A Ckay.

Q And what's the title of this page?

A.  "Option 1."

Q And then even the title part appears redacted.
Do you have any thoughts on what this page woul d have
shown?

A | don't renmenber what Option 1 would be. No,
| don't.

Q And then if you could, scroll to the next
page.

A "Option 2."
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Q Do you have any recollection of what this page
woul d have shown?

A No.

Q Ckay. If you could, scroll to the next page.

A Ckay. "M precinct does not have the
avail able district."

Q Ckay. Sone of the text on this page is
redacted. Based on what is not redacted, do you have
any understandi ng of what this page shows?

A No. | would -- | can only assune.

Q Can you scroll to the next page?

A Sure. Ckay.

Q What's the title on this page?

A "What happens when Alise adds your new
districts.”

Q And what is Alise?

A Alise is the admnistrative staff assistant to
Heat her Meyers in the Business and Service division.
And she -- she opens the plans in ERIN in order for the
i ndividuals to work in the plans noving the voters.

And so this is saying that if Alise has to add a new
district, that nmeans that the ordinance cane in and the
district wasn't added yet.

Q So if the plan changes, is it Alise who would

then put in the new plan into ERIN, or would that be
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done by soneone el se?

A Alise is the person right now that introduces
the plans into ERIN

Q And do you have any ot her know edge of what
el se woul d have been on this page about the process of

I ntroduci ng new plans into ERI N?

A No.

Q | f you could, scroll to the next page.
A Ckay. |'mthere.

Q Wiat's the title of this page?

A "District Exceptions Report."”

Q Do you have any understandi ng of what a
di strict exceptions report is?

A Yes. A district exceptions report would
reflect if the voters were noved into an area, and it
potentially could be a wong area. In the ERIN system
it highlights themin a specific color, and it would
show on a report telling the registrar that they
probably need to go back and | ook at it again, that
t hey may have made errors.

Q And do you have any ot her understandi ng of

what woul d' ve went on this page?

A No.
Q | f you could, scroll to the next page.
A Ckay.
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Q Wiat's the title of this page?

A "Unassi gned District Report.”

Q And what's that? Ch, wait. No, | think we
ski pped one. There is what is |abeled SOS 00493. It's

going to have the sane title as the one we were just

on.
A, Okay. 9432
Q Unh- huh.
A "District Exceptions Report."”
Q Ckay.
A That woul d be additional -- okay. That woul d

be additional reports. And unassigned district report,
| can only assune it neans that they unassigned the
particular district, and those are the ERI N system
reports to run to review that.

Q And that page is al so redacted, correct?

A That's correct. It contains confidential
i nformation.

Q And then there is two additional pages, which
have cl osing notes. And | thank you. W don't have to
spend tinme on those today. |'mgoing to nove on.

A Ckay.

Q Ckay. We're going to introduce two nore
docunments. And depending on how nuch tinme those take,

we can take a break after that, or I may introduce one
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nore docunent. Ckay?
A Ckay.
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Mol ly, can we
i ntroduce what | have marked as Exhibit J,
as in "job," and K, as in "Karen." And J w |

be Exhibit 9, and K will be Exhibit 10.
(Exhibit Nos. 9 and 10 were marked for
identification.)

MS. GARYANTES: All right. Those have
been i ntroduced.
THE W TNESS: Ckay. Okay. Okay. Let

me ook at the attached letter. Hold on. On,

wait. Okay. Let's see. Okay. | |ooked at

both. | can't hear you.

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Let's start with what's Exhibit 9.

A Start with what? |'msorry.

Q Exhibit 9.

A Exhibit 9, okay. Al right. [I'mthere.
Q And what is this docunent?

A This is a docunment -- this is an email

regardi ng one of the denographers, and he did a
presentation at a registrar of voters conference. And
t he denographer -- if the denographer is trying to give

instructions to the registrars -- no other denographer
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did that. But if he's trying to give instructions to
the registrars, including | egal deadlines that our
departnment is supposed to receive information by, and
anything in it is inaccurate, that can be problematic
for the whol e process.

So | asked staff to go through his
presentation that -- his presentation was given to ne
by another registrar. | asked the staff to go through
It and make sure that what he is saying in that
presentation is correct because you woul dn't want
conflicting information going to the registrar of
vot ers.

Q And just to establish kind of the basis of the
email, this is an enmail fromyou, correct?

A That's correct.

Q And it's to Alise and Heather; is that
correct?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. Do you recall what the outcone of this
emai | was?

A | don't. | don't know that they found
anything or they didn't. But |I do knowif they did
find sonething, it would have had to have been
corrected before it would go to the registrars and give

theminaccurate information. And if he had given it to
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any of the registrars, then it would have been
corrected via making sure they know, calling them and
maki ng sure they understand that sonething in there was
not correct.

Q And | don't want to spend too nuch tine on
this docunent, given what you just said. But if you
coul d, take sone tinme scrolling through, and let ne
know i f anything junps out at you as incorrect. And
even to make this even sinpler, I'mconcerned with
general deadlines and deadlines related to the State
and -- the State legislative maps and not |ocal nmaps.

A. kay. So in order for ne to confirmif what
he's saying in here is accurate or not accurate, |'d
have to | ook at calendars, and |'d have to go back and
| ook at dates and just make sure that what he said was
correct.

Q Let ne ask you a question about page
SOS 00549, "Best Practices.”

A SCS 00549. Gkay. GCkay. |I'mthere.

Q There's a list of best practices here, and
let's just go through them one by one.

"The denographer should make sure the adopted
plan neets all requirenents of Section 2 of the VRA."
Do you see that?
A | do.
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THE REPORTER. |I'msorry. | didn't get
t he questi on.
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  The question was
whet her she saw the bull et that reads,
"Denogr apher shoul d nmake sure the adopted pl an
neets all the requirenents of Section 2 of the
VRA. "
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Do you agree with this bullet point?
MR STRACH. (bj ection.
A | -- this is Mke Hefner's recomendati ons and
best practices. Not all -- in fact, | don't know of
any ot her denographer that turned in anything like this
or tried to give guidelines. So | -- in ny opinion,
yes, they -- it should neet Section 2 of the Voting
Rights Act. But | don't know-- if Mke Hefner is the
only denographer that provided this information, then
he's only got -- he only has certain parishes.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Understood. |'mjust asking in your opinion,
whet her you're in agreenment with this bullet point or
not. Ckay.
A Ckay. | agree with bullet point 1.
Q Ckay. The next bullet point is, "Denographer

shoul d produce detailed maps of the new plan(s) in
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hardcopy or electronic format for the Registrar of
Voters and shapefiles for the Secretary of State."
Do you see that?

A | see that.

Q Do you agree with that bullet point?

A No. Because he's -- he's saying that that's
what he feels should be done. But not all denographers
do that, not all parish governing authorities do that.

Q Ckay.

A It's his reconmendati on.

Q So for the new precinct files, how are those
sent to the Secretary of State's office? |n what
format ?

A | woul d have to ask the Business and Service
di vision what types of formats they're getting themin.

Q Ckay. And then there's another bullet, which
| will not read verbatim about denographers working
closely with the Secretary of State's office and the
pari sh registrar to have an accurate inplenentation of
the plan. Do you generally agree with that bullet?

A Denogr aphers don't work with the Secretary of
State's office. They work with -- they're hired by the
pari sh councils and the parish governing authorities.
And so | -- I'mconfused by that. | nean --

Q Ckay.

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

[N T N N B N I T T e S S N S T
g A W N P O © © N O O M W N L O

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ

Page 77
A -- they would work with the registrar of
voters.
Q Ckay. Just |ooking at this docunent again
but | think that's it. Let's nove on. |'mjust going

to ask a quick question about this docunment, and then
we can nove on. |'mgoing to introduce a new docunent.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  Can we introduce
as Exhibit 11 what has been -- what | have --
| have | abeled Exhibit T, T as in "Tiffany."
(Exhibit No. 11 was marked for identification.)
MS. GARYANTES: It's introduced.
BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q |f you could, take a mnute to open
Exhibit 11. First, just look at it.

A Ckay.

Q Do you recogni ze this docunent?

A | do. The registrar of voters are eval uated
every year. It's a -- whether or not they're going to

get their nmerit increase. And they're responsible to
check every itemon this box and sign it if they
conpl eted what they were supposed to do, and their
eval uation reflects that. And then they -- after
they've conpleted it, a copy of this goes with their
eval uati on.

Q Ckay.
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A Basi cal | y hol di ng them accountable for the
process that they're supposed to be doing.

Q And so just going through that process. As
part of that process, it |ooks like -- the first
bullet -- they're supposed to upload docunentation to
ERIN. |Is that correct?

A "Pari sh has received all necessary
docunentation for the application of the plan."”

| have -- so they received the docunentation
fromtheir parish governing authority for application
of the inplenmentation of their plan.

Q You know, | think for the nost part, the
docunent speaks for itself, so we can nove on. So |I'm
going to nove to election calendars. But before | do
that, is your office involved in any other processes
regarding the inplementati on of enacted State
| egi sl ative maps?

A No. OQutside of -- outside of entering them --
mnisterially, we enter the information into the
dat abase so that the voters are assigned to the right
pl aces, they get the right ballots, they' re voting on
the right races, they're qualifying in the right
offices, et cetera.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  So |' m suggesting

t hat we maybe go for 15 mnutes nore or so and
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then just take an early lunch, if that's works
on your end.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, that works great.
MS. THOMAS- LUNDBORG. So let's mark as
Exhi bit 12 what | have | abeled as Exhibit L,
as in "Larry," Mlly.
(Exhibit No. 12 was nmarked for identification.)
MS. GARYANTES: It's introduced.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q And | et ne know when you have that pulled up.
A Ckay. kay. It's up.
Q Ckay. This is sonmething that | pulled from
the Secretary of State's website.
Do you recogni ze this docunent?
A Absol utely, vyes.
Q Ckay. And what is this document?
A This docunent is out of our ballot box, and it
shows the election dates and all of the deadlines of
the el ections processed for the year 2019.
Q Now, on this docunent, there's a row that says
"Date of the election" wth certain dates init.
Do you see that?
A | do.
Q Ckay. And then the followng rowis "Type of

election.” Do you see that?
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A Yes.
Q Ckay. And | want to just focus on the type of

el ection being gubernatorial primry and gubernatori al

general. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q On this docunment, there's -- | do not see the
words "State" -- or "Louisiana State Senate" or

"Loui si ana State House."
Does the Louisiana State Senate and the

Loui si ana State House share dates with the
gubernatorial primry?

A Yes.

Q Do you know -- just because |I'mcurious -- why
only gubernatorial primary appears on this docunent?

A Because that's the title of the election. The

gubernatorial primary and the gubernatorial general is

the title of the election. It doesn't list out
everything that's running. It wouldn't say, "State
rep, State Senate, BESE, PSC." |It's one title.

Q Ckay. And how many different offices are

i ncluded under this one title? Do you know?

A | could get that information for you, but I'm
not -- off the top of ny head, no, | don't. It would
include the -- it would include the regularly called

schedul ed el ections, any special elections that the
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governor has called, pronpts and constitutional
amendnent s.

Q But do you recall in 2019, how many el ections

were on the ballot in Cctober -- on Cctober 12th and
Novenber 16th -- well, let's just -- let's take it
separately -- on Cctober 12th?

A No. 1'd have to go back and | ook at that
I nformati on.

Q Let's talk a little bit about the qualifying
dates. And I'mgoing to ask a kind of pre-question,
which is, is there a nomnating period before
qualifying dates, or are there just qualifying dates?
And let's use this Cctober 12, 2019, election exanple.

A Ckay. So the Cctober 12th date, there's a --
you can qualify by nomnating petition, and you would
have to have gotten that nom nating petition 120 days
prior to qualifying.

Q Are there other ways to qualify?

A You can qualify in person. You can qualify by
agent affidavit. And that's it.

Q And what is involved in the in-person
qual i fyi ng procedure?

A You have to go to the clerk of court's office
if it's alocal race, or you go to the Secretary of

State's office if it's a state race. You're required
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to conplete the qualifying form They do this in the
ERIN system and then you'd have to pay your qualifying
fee. It's notarized, and you're provided with an

et hics packet. And you're basically qualifying for --
to be a candidate in the election.

Q And what is required of the agent affidavit
qual i fying procedure?

A The -- if you qualify by agent affidavit, you
are basically signing off that you' re all ow ng sonebody
to bring in the information for you, and it's
notarized, and they're able to submt your qualifying
form

Q And do you know how many fol ks you see
nom nating petition for -- to qualify versus the
I n-person or agent affidavit option for state
el ections?

A Of the top of ny head, no. | only -- what |
can speak to is |I've received calls asking how to get
the nom nating formand what date is the deadline to
turn it back in. But | wouldn't be able to tell you
who all has done it and which parishes have it, that
type of thing. 1'd have to research that.

Q And is there any difference between who can
qualify by nom nating petition and who can qualify in

person or by agent affidavit?
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A | don't understand the question.

Q So if sonmeone wanted to run for state office,
can they decide that they want to run by nom nating
petition or in person and agent affidavit, or can only
certain folks use the in-person and agent affidavit
met hod?

A No. Anybody can request the nom nating
petition.

Q And can anyone qualify in person?

A Sure. Sure. |If you want to qualify for a
race, you can go in in person.

Q And anyone can qualify by agent affidavit?

A I f they have the right docunentation, they can
submt the agent affidavit.

Q And what type of docunentation would soneone
need?

A For the agent affidavit? They'd have to have
a notarized --

Q Yes, ma'am

A -- formthat's fromthe Secretary of
State's -- there's one on the Secretary of State's
websit e.

Q And it's a notarized form authorizing an
agent ?

A Yes.

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

© 00 N oo o0 b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR R R
O N W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ Dogﬁrgﬁﬁtl %_Z&E}SKgle/M Page 84 of 173 08/19/2023

Page 84

Q On what type of formwould soneone need to
fill out to qualify in person, not via an agent?

A So the formis actually in ERIN. They go into
ERIN, and they qualify in ERIN. There is a nmanual copy
of the formin the event of power outages or sonething
like that. But the process is entered into the ERIN
system and then they're provided with a certified copy
of their qualifying form certified and notari zed.

Q And do you know what type of information
soneone woul d need to qualify via the in-person process
i n ERI N?

A They have to have their nanme, their
domciliary address, their mailing address, their
emai |, their phone nunber. It has their board and
precinct. It's basically information for qualifying
for the race.

Q And then you said that qualifying for state
races occurs at your office; is that correct?

A Qualifying for state -- for statew de races
occurs at our office or --

Q St at ew de, okay.

A Right. Reps and senators are |ocal.

Q That is hel pful.

And do you know -- are you aware of what

information is done to verify the qualifying
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information of reps and senators?

A So we are mnisterial only, and the clerks of
court are mnisterial only. W do not determ ne
whet her you neet any qualifications or guidelines or
anything like that. |If you come in and you want to
qualify for a race, we accept your qualifying fee, and
we accept your entry of your form and you are
officially qualified. It's not up to us to determ ne
whet her you actually neet the guidelines of that
of fice.

Q Does anyone do that check, that you're aware
of ?

A To ny know edge, nobody does that check. But
when you qualify for an office and you -- you don't
live in the district or you don't neet the guidelines
or you owe ethics fees, then people file for objection
t o candi dacy generally.

Q And when does the objection-to-candi dacy
period occur? Because | don't see it on this --

A No. That's a |legal --

Q -- on this cal endar.

A Right. That's a legal process, and it's -- it
starts the day after qualifying, and it goes through --
it's seven days after. So the deadline to object, |

bel i eve, is seven days follow ng qualifying.
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Q Do you know how the qualifying deadline is
set?

A | have no idea. The legislature sets it.

Q And do you have any understandi ng of why the
qualifying deadline is set at a certain date?

A | don't know why they set it at that date.
| know what we have to acconplish in the tine frane
bet ween qualifying and the actual election, but that
doesn't necessarily nean that's how they set that date.
| have no idea how they set that date.

Q Just generally -- and then | think we can take
our lunch break. | think you nmentioned that -- what do
you have to do between the qualifying period and the
el ection?

A Bet ween the qualifying period and the
el ections, we go through objections to candi dacy, we go
t hrough a withdrawal deadline for the race, we begin
progranm ng, and that's progranm ng for three separate
systens, your absentee by mail, your early voting in
person, and your election day ballots. You also have
the ranking ballots for mlitary and overseas.

And then after you go through the programm ng
in the process, you are also testing all of the
progranm ng dat abases, making sure that they work. You

are uploading the information to the state's printer,
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who has to have the tinme to print the absentee and
el ection day ballots. And you are screenshotting every
ball ot for an early voting machi ne, and then once
they're certified, you are releasing the ballots to the
pari shes. That is what the State does.

There is a conpletely separate |ist of
things that the registrar of voters are doing after
qualifying, the clerks of court are doing after
qual i fying, the warehouse staff after qualifying.
It's -- there's a |ot of procedures. The parish board
of el ection supervisors has procedures that they have
to follow But for the State, that was what we do.
And we conduct early voting. W conduct el ection day
as part of the process.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Al right. |
think we're going to get into some of that
after our lunch break.

(Recess taken.)
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q | just want to go back to a few questions
about changes in districts.
So if there's no changes to the precinct, how
long does it take to update a voter's voting district
in the ERIN systemif the district has changed?

A | would need to ask ny Business and Service
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di vision that question because | don't know what woul d
be involved in the proofing process if there's no
change in the lines but the district itself changed. |
do know that they would do their portion and the
registrar would do their portion, but I'd need to ask
t hat questi on.

Q Once the change is inputted, do you know how
long it takes to provide voters notice of this change?

A Yes. So once it's put into the ERIN system
and then the proofing follow ng your input of data into
the ERIN systemis conpleted and then confirm ng
there's no election cycle in process or anything that's
goi ng on that would prevent the cards from goi ng out,
they -- the information is uploaded to State Printing,
and USPS gives us an average of 15 days for delivery.
That came from our regional WAshington manager at USPS.

Q So just taking the process from changes put in

and then it goes to USPS, how | ong does that take?

A That's what |1'Il have to check. |If there was
no changes to the lines or anything, 1'd have to find
t hat out.

Q Do you recall that -- whether your office sent
notices to voters about congressional districts in
20227

A Yes. Anybody that had a district change was
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notified by -- the ERIN system automatically generates
the cards -- | nean, generates the notice to State
Printing, who print the cards to have them shi pped.

Q And do you recall, with the congressi onal map

In 2022, howlong it took fromgetting the new map to
mai | ing voters?

A In 2022, | believe that the voters were
notified by June or July, but 1'd need to go back and
refresh ny nmenory.

Q And then for the upcom ng el ection, the 2023
el ection, have voters been notified yet?

A Yes, absolutely.

Q And when did that take place?

A The cards went out over the summer. Specific
parishes that were later -- later in the process of
subm tting their ordinances -- so of course, if you
subm tted your ordinance in April, then your cards went

out begi nning of, you know, May, end of May, sonewhere
around there depending on how extensive it was. It
depends on exactly what type of changes were nade.

But -- and those -- those ordinances -- if
Acadi a submtted an ordi nance and they only changed
one district, of course it nmakes a difference in the
amount of tinme. So as far as the State and Senate

cards going out, | believe that everyone was notified
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by July 13.
Q And you said everyone was notified by
July 13th. Wy do you think it was by July 13th?
A Because two of the parishes were really upset

over the United States Postal Service delay. They knew
t hat everything had been conpleted, but yet their
voters were calling, saying, "W haven't received
anything by the end of June." W contacted the USPS
representative, and we sent thema list of all of the
problenms that we were having. And from what |
under stand, we del ayed canvass until July 13th, and
the voters had been notified by that point.

Q And you just said "we del ayed canvass." \Wat

do you nean by "canvass"?

A Each year, the State conducts a canvass
process. It has to be done by a specific date.
Basically, we were -- for our canvass process, Wwe were

conparing your voter information to the USPS change of
address, NCOA, and voters are mailed cards in that
process to confirmif they -- if they're not
NCOA-verified, if you're not verified at the address,
then they're mailed their card saying, "You have been
I dentified as sonmeone who potentially has noved in
parish or out of state," et cetera, and they're tasked

Wwth returning the information to the registrar of
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vot ers.

Q |'d like to go back to Exhibit -- Exhibit 12.

A Hold on. I'msorry. | went the other way.
kay. |'mthere.

Q Okay. The canvass deadline is not on -- in
this cal endar, correct?

A That's right. Because this calendar is an
el ections calendar. |It's not -- it's not a task of
everything that the departnent is required to do.

Q | have a -- oh, | have another question. |
have -- | wanted to ask you just one nore foll ow up

question about the qualifying procedures.
For folks who qualify or attenpt to qualify

via nom nation, would that be recorded in ERI N?

A A nom nating petition? | don't believe so.
| believe that'd be -- would be recorded with the
regi strar of voters and the legal division, but I'm not
positive. | would need to get you the answer for that
questi on.

Q Wul d your office at any point receive
I nformation regardi ng who had nom nated for State
Senate or State House of Representatives through
nom nating petition?

A The registrar of voters is tasked with

confirmng the signatures on the nom nating petition.
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So sone petitions require 100 signatures. Some require
1,000 signatures. Sone require 500 signatures or 400
signatures. So that being said, once the registrar
conpletes their verification process, then they would
have to submt that as sonething to be qualified for
|'mnot sure if they submt it to the clerk or if it's
a local office because the clerk does that qualifying
for the local office or for a statew de office, the

St at e.

Q But for the State House and State Senate, it
sounds like it would go to the clerk. But once that
process was done, would you -- would your office
receive a record of that process?

A | can ask. | can ask our legal division. |
don't know that.

Q | have anot her just question about the
qualifying period. Wat if the qualifying period is
closed? Do you know if it can be reopened?

A The only way a qualifying period would be
reopened is in instances of energencies. So let's say
you qualified on the 8th, 9th, and 10th, but Hurricane
Katrina hit on the 10th. WelIl, then the governor -- we
have a statute that allows the secretary of state to
work with the governor on an energency certification

that would allow for qualifying to be open for one
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additional day if the day was interfered with that was
at the original tine.

Q | have a question. |'magoing to introduce two
exhibits. It's going to be a ot of exhibit work for a
simpl e question, but let's go through the process.

This is the only way this legally thing works.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG So I'mgoing to
have marked as Exhibit 13 what | have | abel ed
as Exhibit R as in "Rick," Mlly, and then as
Exhibit 14, S as in "Sam"

(Exhibits No. 13 and 14 were marked for
identification.)

MS. GARYANTES: Thirteen and 14 have
been introduced.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Great. Thank you.

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Ms. Hadskey, if you could, just take a second
to | ook over those two.

A Ckay.

Q |"mgoing to just ask you about -- in 14, just
one slide. You don't have to spend all that tinme on
it. You just have to kind of look at it, scroll
t hrough, see if it --

A It still -- it still hasn't conme up yet. It
says, "Cenerating file." My take a while.
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Q Ckay.

A Sorry.

Q That one is a long one, so |I'mnot surprised.
VWile -- well, let's let that generate.

A It's still |oading.

Q That's fine. | have a five-year-old and
al nost two-year-old. |'ve |earned patience.

A Ckay. For some reason on ny -- the first
docunent shows up fine, the email. The second docunent

conpl eted loading, and it says, "Page 1 of 115," but
it's conpletely black. And when | scroll down, it's
all black. And then | tried to go out and cone back
in, and | tried to refresh, and it's still black. Let
nme see. Let nme try -- let nme try double-clicking on it

one nore tine. Let's see what happens.

Q Ckay.

A That's not it. Ckay. Page 1, page 2. Nope,
it's solid black. It's not com ng through.

Q Interesting. Let's --

A Could it be --

Q |'mgoing to email -- | can see it fine on ny
end, and | do not have a great conputer. So | will --
why don't we put a pinin this set of questions. |'m
going to email the Veritext folks, see if they -- they

can help us with what's goi ng on.
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A Ckay. Try one nore tine.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG ~ Actual ly, Mlly,
could you emai|l them about this issue?

MS. GARYANTES:. Absolutely.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  Thank you.

THE WTNESS: It's really strange
because every other thing came through fine,
and this one shows page 1 of 115, but the
screen i s absol utely bl ack.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG: W will circle
back to it.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG:

Q | I'ike looking at things when | ask questi ons,
soit's just a followup. |'mreopening the qualifying
period, and if we don't get to it today, it's not the
end of the world.

| have a -- | have anot her question, though,
about the qualifying period, and maybe it'Il kind of
help us in the neantine. Wen there's a speci al
el ection, do you know who is responsible for setting
t he candi date qualifying deadline?

A Yes. The legislature, the speaker of the
House or the president of the Senate.

Q And do you have any involvenent in the setting
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of the qualifying candi date deadline --

A W try --

Q -- for --

A W try and nake recomendations to themfor a
date -- a proposed date, but they don't always take the
recommendati on. And sonetinmes there's things that --
they're responsible for calling the election, so
sonetinmes there's things that we're not privy to about
the election that they need it done by a specific date.
So we follow whatever it is that they would |ike done.

Q Do you know if -- if you are aware of whet her
t hey have any policies or procedures around setting the
qual i fying deadline for a special election?

A No. | don't know what their -- | don't know
why it's listed as three days. | nean, it's a statute.
The | egi sl ature determ ned that.

Q And then as far as during the candi date
qual i fying period when -- when candi dates cone to

qualify, do you know what staff tine is needed for that

peri od?
A "Staff tinme" neaning to do each one, or staff
time for the day? It's -- we --

Q Staff time to -- devoted to candi date
qual i fyi ng?

A So it all depends on how many candi dates cone
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into qualify. For the PPP election last time in 2020,
New Ol eans had 296 people qualify in those three days.
You' re busy, busy, busy, busy, as opposed to an

el ection where there's maybe only 20 parishes that have
an el ection, and of those, nine have candi date races.
Well, then those nine parishes will be busy, but it

woul dn't be as busy as a presidential or a
gubernatorial. So it depends on the election and
depends on the nunber of candi dates.

Q If we could, go back to exhibit -- if we
could, go back to what is Exhibit 12.

A Ckay. |'mthere.

Q | have, when | |ook at Exhibit 12, a big arrow
over a piece of text | want to ask you about. Let's
see if | can -- oh, here we go. Now we're cooking.

All right. So -- I'mgoing to ask this question.
Ckay.

So | think you -- earlier today, you testified
t hat you spoke to the fol ks in business services about
bal |l ot design. |Is that correct? Those are the folks
t hat handl e ball ot design?

A Busi ness and servi ces handl es the ball ot
I nformation, such as the candi dates, their candidate
nunbers, the races, the order the races appear.

Operations does the ball ot design, except for. So we
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design -- operations designs the ballots for paper, and
t hey design the ballots for the early voting machi nes.
The AVC el ection day machi nes, which have been in our
state since 1991, that ballot overlay is done by

Busi ness and Services and sent to the printer.

Q So I'"'mgoing to try to get these various
types -- so AVC would be what | would think of as the
el ection day paper ballot?

A El ecti on day voting machine with a big, huge
oversi zed poster board paper ballot that's put on the
face of the machine and covered by a nylar.

Q Yes. Ckay. And famliar wth that type of
ballot, so it's the election day ballot. | mght say
“election day." You mght say "AVC." But we're
t al ki ng about the sane thing?

A That's correct.

Q And then in addition to that, there is the
absentee ballot. And does the absentee ballot -- is it
di fferent depending on whether it's mlitary and
overseas, which sometinmes was referred to as the
UOCAVA, or not? O do they get the same absentee
ball ot as at-home -- other absentee fol ks?

A So both and all. So if you are a mlitary and
overseas person, you receive a paper A ballot. That is

an absentee ballot, and it |ikes exactly |ike everybody

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

© 00 N oo o0 b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR R R
O N W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ

DOGHIERM) HADsK Y/ 1024 Page 99 0T 173 ng11 69003

Page 99

else's ballot. But your second ballot that you get is
a ranking ballot because there's not enough tine
between a primary and a general for you to be mailed
anot her ballot and get it back by the deadline. So
you're given an A ballot and an R ballot, R for
"ranking." And those ballots -- your ranking ball ot
Is the one that's tabulated for the general election
if you're mlitary and overseas.

There's also a -- there's also the ability to
get, if you're mlitary and overseas, a ballot out of
the ERIN systemto try and get it to the mlitary
tinmely and back. And that ballot |ooks nore Iike the
ranking ballot. It does not |ook |ike the A ball ot
that -- that you would receive. |If you're a regular
voter, your absentee ballot for the general election

| ooks just |ike your primary.

Q Ckay.
A For federal elections, there's a provisional
bal | ot .

Q And then the AVC el ection day ballot, is that
the same for election day and the early voting period?

A No. The early voting machine is a touchscreen
machi ne.

Q And is there any kind of paper formthat goes

wth the early voting --
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A NO.

Q -- balloting process? Ckay.

So I"'mgoing to try to just take these in
turn, get the tineline. Let's start with -- let's
start wth the UOCCAVA mlitary/overseas ballot. By
what date do those ballots need to be designed to be
sent to the printer?

A. If they are -- if it is a federal election,
then we're required to neet the 45-day federal
deadline. And in order to neet that deadline,

I medi ately after qualifying and after the w thdrawal
period, the ballots are -- the candi dates are upl oaded
into the ballot information, and then the ballots are
desi gned, and they are proofed. And then they are
printed and/or uploaded into ERIN, and then they are
sent by that 45-day deadline. They have to, prior to
t hat .

And then if it's not a federal election and
it's a state election, we're still required to get
t hose out as quickly as possible. The 30-day close of
books is the last tinme you can register for the
el ection, and -- in person. And so by that point, the
bal | ots have to be on -- be mail ed.

Q And then -- so in the period before these

bal |l ots are sent off, how nuch tinme does your office
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spend in designing and printing the mlitary/overseas

bal | ot s?
A So once qualifying is conplete, we try to get
that process done in a three-week tine frane. |If it's

a massively big election, we don't always nake that
deadline. O if there are any type of problens, we
don't always nmaeke that deadline. Problembeing Iike
one that we have right now where an objection to

candi dacy has been filed on the governor's race. Well,
we can't design the ballot until the courts determ ne
what the answer is to that situation. So it pushes our
whol e schedul e back because the judge can order the
nanme to be on the ballot, and the judge could order the
name to be off the ballot. And that particul ar person
can actually file in the appellate court, and then they
can file in the suprene court.

Q kay. And so I'mgoing to ask a sim|ar
question about the nonm litary/overseas absentee
bal l ots. Wen do those get sent out?

A So those are -- we program and we design and
we proof, and then we send themto the printer. The
printer only prints a test deck and fol ded sanpl es.

And what that neans is the mlitary and overseas
bal l ots are hand tabul ated. The absentee ball ots,

which there's a nmassive nunber, those are scanned.
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So the printer prints the test deck. When the
test deck conmes back to the secretary of state, it has
to be test scanned to know that it's counting and
tabul ating correctly. |If everything is great and it
works and it's approved, then the printer get a rel ease
notification that they can send the ballots to the
registrar of voters for that parish. |If there's a
problemw th the ballot, if there's a print problemor
any other type of problem then it has to be
reprogramed and resent, and a new test deck cones
back, and the process starts over.

Q So in 2022, the nost kind of recent genera
el ection cycle, when were the absentee ballots printed?

A Depends on the parish. So if | program Acadi a
and Allen, then the printer would print Acadia and
Allen. And then the next day, if | had Cal dwel I,

Cal casieu, and Wnn, then the printer would do those.
So the nmailing process is over an extended period of
time.

Q And give us a ballpark. How long is that tine
so that | can better understand? UOCAVA s process is
obviously very reginented in that it's -- you're trying
to get themout 45 days in federal and 30 days for
nonfederal elections. |s there a simlar cutoff or

timeline for the non-overseas absentee ballots?
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A Absolutely. W're doing everything we can to
get them out as quickly as possible because you don't
want to give anybody a short w ndow of time to vote and
return their ballot to neet the deadline of returning
it. So in general, fromthe tine that qualifying ends
and then the withdrawal period ends to the tine -- to
t he week before early voting, that is the w ndow of
time that we're doing everything we can to get the
bal | ots out.

Q Ckay. So the goal is to get all of the
bal lots out the week -- at |east the week before early
voting?

A Al parishes, right. But they may go out
earlier depending on when the parish was programed.

Q And generally, are you working on the absentee
bal | ot printing and designing in the whole period from
qualifying to the week before early voting?

A Yes. We're working on that along with many
ot her el ections tasks.

Q Ckay. Now let's switch to the design of the

ballot for early voting. Those are not printed,

correct? It's programmed into a machine, | believe was
your earlier testinony. |If I've got it wong --

A No.

Q -- feel free to correct ne.
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A That's right. It's -- the programmng is in
the machine. It -- the screenshot of the ballot |ooks
simlar to the absentee ballot, but you're |ooking at
it on a screen.

Q Ckay. And what is the tinmeline like for that
early voting reading the ballot?

A That -- they start programm ng those, again,
right after the deadline to withdraw. And the only
thing that holds you up is your objections to
candi dacy, so you're trying to wait for those courts to
resolve that issue. And the absolute |ast date that
the ballots -- the early voting machine ballots shoul d
go out is the week before early voting begins. That
week is called test and seal. That's when the ballots
are | oaded onto the parish nmachi nes.

So they're -- they're programmed and tested on
machines in the office, and then they're sent to the
pari shes. And they are tested and upl oaded with the
pari sh board of election supervisors in a sealing
process, and then early voting begins directly
foll ow ng.

Q So the test-and-seal process happens the week
before early voting, and then early voting happens?

A That's correct.

Q And then I'mgoing to ask the sane questions
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about actual election day, the AVC ballots. Wat is
t he process |like for those?

A That's a little nore conplicated. The ballots
are designed, and then our staff prograns it. Once
it's programmed, the nore -- our printer, Mrans, sends
us the ballots to begin proofing. And that is an
overlay sheet. |It's a plastic sheet that goes over the
ball ot, and you're | ooked to be sure that the buttons
are in the right place and the nanmes are in the right
pl ace and everything is spelled correctly, the
certifications on it, et cetera.

Once that's conpleted and the profiting of
that is done, then the printer is given the go-ahead to
print the ballots for the parish voting machines.
They're also printed for the supply packs because
you're required by law to post a ballot on the wall for
the voter to review prior to going into the nmachine.

So they're printing those. Those have to be proofed.
And then they're stuffed into precinct envel opes.

And the goal for that is to also try and
get that done the week before early voting, | guess.
Because once those are conpleted, then they're all
delivered to each warehouse in the state,
hand- del i vered, and the progranmng is delivered. And

t he warehouse staff begins putting all of the ballots
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onto the machi nes, creating the cartridges, doing the
vote sends, telling us if there's an audi o ball ot
problem telling us any kind of problenms. You correct
the problens if you find any, but you have to be ready
to seal the machines the week of the election.

Q What do you mean by "seal the machines"?

A Parish board of elections' supervisors,
candi dates, and nedi a neet at the warehouse. Each
machi ne is | ooked at, reviewed, the public and
protective count nunber is confirmed. Your public
count is the nunber of tinmes the machi ne has been voted
for that election. The protective count is the nunber
of times the machine has been voted inits lifetine.
Pari sh board is tasked with | ooking at that on each
bal | ot, making sure all the information is correct, and
then signing off on it.

Q And that happens prior to the election?

A Yes, it does.

Q | have a foll ow up question about the --
well, it's nore than four, but let's say the four
buckets of ballots that we've tal ked about, so the
overseas/mlitary, the regular absentee, the early
voting, and the el ection day ballots.

O her than the difference between the 45 and

30 days for federal elections and nonfederal elections,
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are there any differences in the policies or procedures
around ball ot design and printing for federal elections
and state el ections?

A No. It's the sane process.

Q And have you ever had ballots that included
both federal and state elections?

A Only when a special circunstance caused that
to happen, like the death of a candidate and a speci al
el ection has to be called in order for the person to be
seated. Also, one other difference with the federal
electionis the -- we are required by law to provide
provisional ballots. Provisional ballot is simlar to
an absentee ballot, but it only includes the federal
races, no state races. So the design and proofing and
printing of that is an additional task.

Q But you have had circunstances in which there
has been a special state election of any state office
and federal election?

A | would have to go back and | ook. | do know
that circunstance could arise. There's no question
that it -- it couldn't, but I don't knowif | have a
bal | ot where that occurred. |'d have to go back and
| ook through all the old el ections.

Q | may have sone exanples, but we'll get there

when we get there.
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1 A | do know there were two federal specials for
2 | Cedric Richnond, | believe, and Letlow after the

3 | gentlenman died of COVID. But they weren't -- there was
4 | nothing else on the ballot except for those races.

5 Q | want to circle back to voter mailing. And
6 | was trying to do this sequentially, but nowI'm

7 | thinking, after we've talked for a while, voter mailing
8 | happens before the ballots go out. Wen do -- so that
9 | is ny thought, and I want to ask you the actual

10 | question since you're the expert here and not ne.

11 Do you send out any -- and it sounds |ike you
12 | do. But do you send out any voter mailing prior to the
13 | start of the voting period?

14 A W send out the -- you nean the nmail ball ots,
15 | are they sent prior to the --

16 Q Q her --

17 A No?

18 Q QG her mailings to the voters. Not ballots but
19 | just other mailings to the voters. Like, for exanple,
20 | you're talking about their districts, their voter
21 | cards. Are there mailings sent to voters prior to the
22 | start of the voting period?
23 A No. We -- once qualifying is conplete, no
24 | district cards would be going out at all. The only
25 | cards that would go out after qualifying would be for
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peopl e that registered to vote or people that noved.
They woul d get information in the mail regarding that.
That woul d be your -- your general mailings, not
district mailings.

Q So in general, nost of the mailings to voters
happen before the qualifying period, but under certain
circunstances, voter mailings go out after the voter
qual i fyi ng period?

A Yes. Because you can register to vote all the
way up until the 30-day close of books. So those
peopl e woul d have to get a voter registration card.

The only other card that may go out during that tine
woul d be an energency polling |location change. So if a
tree goes through the polling | ocation and the voters
are going to have to go to a different polling

| ocation, they're going to get a notification that
their polling place changed.

Q And t hen when voter mailings get sent out --
|*'mjust tal king now about the kind of pre-qualifying
mai | i ngs. What exactly is sent to voters?

A | believe there are about 12 or 13 different
types of mailers that the secretary of state and the
regi strar of voters deal with. O course,
redistricting cards, canvass cards, challenge cards,

felon cards. So there's a -- various types of cards

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ Do&%lﬂk—ﬁs&%wm Page 110 of 173 08/19/2023
Page 110

© 00 N oo o0 b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR R R
O N W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

that are nmailed out to nmake sure that everyone's voter
registration is correct.

Q And are those cards always sent out as a
package, or have they been sent out separately?

A They can't be sent as a package. Wuen you do
a process in ERIN, you nake a change, you're spending
that information that you changed.

Q And is there any overlap in the policies and
procedures around sending out mailings for regular
state el ections and special state elections?

A No. We're sending out the sane cards
regardless. |If you have a special election, there's
going to be a 30-day cl ose of books; there's going to
be a 23-day online close of books. And the people that
registered in that tinme should get a voter registration
card regardl ess of whether it's a federal election or a
state el ection.

Q Ckay. And when are these -- when you're
sending out mailings to voters, do you know when
they're sent to the printers?

A Yes. They're uploaded to the printer, and the
printer -- it's State Printing under the Division of
Adm ni stration, and they have a | og of everything
that's upl oaded.

Q What staff tine is needed for voter nailings?
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A State Printing would have to answer that
question on their end, what the task is and how t hey
have to do it. On our end, the information is entered
into ERIN and then uploaded to State Printing. So it
depends on -- it also depends greatly on the nunber of
cards you're sending. For the last redistricting for
state and rep, US. -- not US -- regular state and
Senate and rep, there was 1.3 million cards mail ed.
And when that occurred, State Printing got extrenely
over| oaded, and the post office got extrenely
over| oaded, and it caused del ays.

Q But that many cards were sent because it was a
federal election?

A No. That nmany cards were sent because
redistricting occurred and we had to notify the voters
of the new districts.

Q And how many -- so, for exanple, do you know
how many voter mailings were sent out in 20207

A No. | would have to ask State Printing to
give ne that information.

Q | know you said you don't know how many were
sent out in 20109.

A No, uh- uh.

Q Goi ng back to the early voting period. Wen

does that begin?
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1 A The early voting begin date is for a state

2 | election. So for |like Cctober 12th, early voting

3 | begins on 9/28, two weeks prior to election da, and it
4 | ends the Saturday before el ection day.

5 For the Novenber 16th, it starts on 11/2,

6 | which is a Friday. The reason that that happened is

7 | because there's a law in place that allows you to start
8 | one day early when a holiday falls in the early voting
9 | period. So it starts on Friday, and it ends on the

10 | next Saturday, but you are not voting on Veteran's Day,
11 | the Friday -- the observed holiday. Presidential is

12 | different. There's a state law in place that allows

13 | ten days for early voting.

14 Q Ten busi ness days or just ten days?

15 A Ten days. The only exception is Sunday. So
16 | it's -- it includes all of the days of the week except
17 | for Sunday.

18 Q And that's only for -- did you say

19 | presidential or for all federal elections?
20 A Only presidential. That's the way the statute
21 | was passed.
22 Q So in the projected elections -- and | pulled
23 | up the calendar, so we can probably just mark that.
24 | Let's mark it -- give nme one second, and | will get it
25 up on our screen.
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M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Mol ly, are you
still there? It's okay if she's not. Milly
was going to | eave us.

MS. GARYANTES: |'m here.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG But we're going to
figure out what's going on. GCkay. Geat.

Coul d you pull up Exhibit Q as in
"Quaker," and it'll be marked as Exhibit 15.

MS. GARYANTES: Got it.

(Exhibit No. 15 was nmarked for identification.)

MS. GARYANTES: It's introduced.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. It's up.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  Ckay.

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG:

Q So we were tal king about the early voting
period, and |I think you nentioned that for
presidential, by statute, it's ten days. So |ooking
here, it seens as if the presidential periodis --

It's going to be longer in 2024 than the ten days?

A No. There's two asterisks there. "Early
voting --

Q Ckay.

A -- extended due to ACT 365 of the 2021 regul ar
session." So it's ten days, but you --

Q So what does that nean?
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A
dates extended due to the act, so it's ten days. But
10/ 18 through 10/ 29 includes the Sunday, and we don't

vote on Sunday.

Q

sonet hi ng el se.

(Exhibit No. 16 was nmarked for identification.)

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q G eat. Do you recognize this docunent?

A Yes.

Q What is it?

A It's the calendar, the elections calendar for
t he year 2023.

Q And this is sonething that | pulled up, the

Secretary of State website. What is the primary date
for the upcom ng 2023 el ection?
A
Q
A

Qualifying date -- I'msorry. Early voting

Let's nove on. Ckay. |'magoing to mark

MS. THOMAS- LUNDBORG Ml ly, if you
could, pull up what is Exhibit M as in
"Mary," that 1'd like to mark as Exhibit 16.

MS. GARYANTES: (kay.

MS. GARYANTES: Sixteen is introduced.
THE WTNESS: Ckay. | have it up.

Cct ober the 14th.
And do you know how that primary date was set?

No, | do not. It's set in statute. The
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el ection dates and the procedure to determ ne the dates
are set in statute.

Q And do you know if there are going to be any
special elections on the ballot this year?

A For the Cctober 14th el ection, the governor
cal |l ed several special elections on the actual
COct ober 14t h day.

Q And did you have any involvenent in the
calling of special elections for this upcomng -- this
upcom ng el ection?

A. Absol utely not. The governor is the person
that calls them The parish -- the parish has
vacanci es that occur. Sonebody steps out of a seat to
t ake anot her job, sonebody passes away, that type of
thing. And depending on the |aws that govern the
pari sh, they may have a home rule charter or sonething
that gets involved. But a determnation is nmade based

on dates in the statute as to where the special wll

occur.
Q | think | want to go through just a couple

nore el ections. So |ooking here -- sorry. Before we

| eave this election calendar, it |looks like this -- for

the primary, the early vote period is seven days?
A 9/30 to 10/7 without Sunday. So that's

correct, seven days. |It's Saturday, skip Sunday,
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Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Q And do you know who sets how long the early
voting period will |ast?

A The | egislature.

Q And then do you know who sets the period
between the end of early voting and el ection day?

A The end of early voting and el ection day?
That's set in statute as well.

Q And do you have any know edge of why there's a
week between the end of early voting and el ection day?

A | don't know why they set that. | don't know
what the reasoning was behind that. | know the tasks
that we acconplish during that time, but we're forced
to because of the dates that were established in
statute.

Q And what tasks do you acconplish between early
voting and el ection day?

A You bill the precinct registerers. You are
still receiving absentee ballots. You are selecting
absent ee conmm ssioners for the tabul ation process.

You are delivering the books to the warehouses and
sealing the machines. And there's many ot her
mnisterial things that the registrars and clerks do
during that tine prior to election day, in that week.

Q And do you have any know edge of what those
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tasks are that the clerks and registrars are doing at
that tinme?

A | can tell you some of them but | would -- |
woul dn't want to say |'mthe end-all on that. They
woul d need to provide that information.

Q Whi ch ones are you aware of ?

A So | do know that they seal the machines at
the voting machi ne warehouses. And during that tine
frame, they're also trying to fill conm ssioner slots
where people can't work, and they' ve already drawn them
to work, so they've got to have sonebody in their
pl ace.

For early voting, there's tabulation. There's
a process called preparation and verification, and that
Is where they identify every mail ballot, check it off
of alist in ERIN, and confirmthat they have all nai
bal | ots present and accounted for before they start the
t abul ati on process on Saturday.

Al so, clerks are delivering supplenmental
lists. So if your mail ballot was accepted on Tuesday
and the books are printed the Saturday night, Sunday
before, then they have a supplenmental |ist so that your
name W ||l appear on election day to prevent anybody
fromtrying to fraudulently vote.

Al so, on the Friday before the election, the
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clerks of court are tasked with confirmng that every
voting machine is delivered to every precinct, every
polling location. And then, of course, there's state
| aws around if you want to file a challenge. It's
called a pre-file challenge. You can file it four days
prior to the election. They're accepting that. So
that's just sone of them

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. WAs soneone comi ng

In?

THE WTNESS: | coughed. |'mso sorry.
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. Running on little
sl eep and young people. | can't tell if it
was a cough or another noise. Ckay.
BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q | want to get back to the mailing of ballots.
|'msorry. W' re kind of noving back and forth,
I nevitably happens at a deposition.

Bef ore the UOCCAVA or the overseas/mlitary
ballots, we talked a little bit about the process for
printing them and sending themout. What staff tine is
needed to work on the UOCAVA ball ots?

A So the UOCAVA ballots are going to the
regi strar of voters, and they are tasked with
assenbling the ballots, putting in all of the

I nstructions, going through and maki ng sure that they
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have the right address for the person that they're
sending themto. They enter the information into ERIN,
the date that the ballot was mailed and who it is to
and the way that it was mail ed.

And then when the ballot conmes back in after
it's been voted, they have to docunent that information
in ERIN as well. The date that the ballot was
returned, howit was returned, was it hand-delivered,
or was it received in mail, all of that is in ERIN. So
for a larger parish, you may be dealing with 26, 000
ballots in that two-week tine frane to get all of that
entered. It's quite tasking. And for the absentee
ballots, it's the sane.

Q For entering information into ERI N about the
ball ots, does it -- is there any difference dependi ng
on the nunber of elections on the ballot, or does that
not matter for the ERIN process?

A So the ERIN process -- the entering into ERIN,
It doesn't matter. The assenbling of the ballots, it
matters.

Q Ckay.

A The | arger nunber of pages in an absentee
ballot, the easier it is to have human error when
you're trying to assenble themw th all of the other

docunents that go into the envel ope to get it out.
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Q Okay. And so noving on to regul ar absent ee.
VWhat is the staff tinme needed to put together and mail
regul ar absentee bal | ots?

A Regul ar absentee ballots, it depends on the
parish, and it depends on the nunber that you're trying
to mail. For East Baton Rouge, Ol eans, Jefferson,
Caddo, the larger parishes, it can take a week. Sone
parishes, it's taken three weeks depending on the
nunber of requests. And that's working all of your
absentee conmm ssioners. That's working your -- all of
your registrar of voters enployees, and Secretary of
State staff junps in and hel ps when necessary, trying
to get them out.

Q And does the staff tine differ depending on
t he nunber of elections on the ballot?

A Yes, because you may be assenbling anot her
page. The ballots that are delivered to the parishes
are not assenbled. The state printer has already
stated that they don't have enough tine to do that, nor
do they have the manpower. It's an extensive process.

Q So ot her than assenbling an additional page,
I's there any other way with having additional elections
on a ballot would increase staff tinme?

A No.

Q Now movi ng. .
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A | do want to say that the nore -- the |arger
the ballot -- the larger the ballot, the nore costly it
Is. It costs nore to mail them It costs nore to nmake
t he screenshots for the larger ballots for the I CX
early voting machines. It is nore expensive if you
have a | arger ballot.

Q Ckay. So | want to -- Molly mght still be
here.

M5. GARYANTES: Yep, |'m here.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG | did not
introduce 17. | would Iike to introduce U,
as in "unbrella," as 17.

M5. GARYANTES: Ckay.

(Exhibit No. 17 was marked for identification.)

M5. GARYANTES: It's introduced.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG.  Thank you.

THE WTNESS: Ckay. It just cane up.

BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q G eat. Do you recognize this docunent?

A | do. It's a-- it was recently provided for
our -- on our website as a security docunent.

Q Ckay. And | think you've gone through
addi tional tasks that happened related to absentee
ballots. So | would like to just go through sone of

the tasks here in this docunment, and I'mjust going to

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS



http://www.acmereporting.com

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ DO%f_'n%ﬁZI%\—IEI)SK%%lOIM Page 122 of 173 08/19/2023

© 00 N oo o0 b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR R R
O N W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Page 122

ask you one question about it.

A Ckay.

Q So one of the things it says that registrars
do is track the nunmber of sent and received ballots,
verify they're pulling one ballot per voter, and
clearly mark any repl acenent ballots.

Do you see that?

A | do.

Q Does the nunber of el ections on the ball ot
affect this part of task work, just the one in this
bul | et point?

A Ckay. So what's confusing about this bullet
point is that a ballot can be ten pages. A ballot can
be one page, front and back. A ballot can be four
pages front and back. So when you say "a ballot,"
you' re tal king about the conplete and entire ballot no
matter how many pages it is. So the |onger the ballot,
the nmore difficult it is to assenble, proof, make sure
that they did only get -- they didn't get two page 2s;
they only got one page 2 of the assenbled ballot.

And nmaking --

Q Right. But | -- and I"'msorry to cut you off,
but | really would Iike to focus on the task just in
this bullet. | know we tal ked about additional tasks.

But the tracking of the nunber of ballots sent
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1 | and received, does that -- does staff tinme depend on

2 how many el ections are on the ballot to track the

3 | nunber of ballots sent and received?

4 A Yes, because as you're doing your daily tasks,
5 | you are voting people, you are conducting nursing hone
6 | voting, you are working early voting. The nail ballots
7 | are comng in, so you know what you nail ed out because
8 | you entered it into ERIN

9 But as the ballots are comng in that day in
10 | trays and you may receive seven trays, which would be
11 | close to 3- or 4,000 ballots, each one of those has to
12 | be entered into ERIN. And you had to have a request to
13 | match the one that was returned, the information has to
14 | match, and it takes a |lot nore tine.

15 Q And why does it take nore tine? If |I'm

16 | entering -- just looking at a docunent and it's one

17 | versus |ike a stack of docunents, why would it take

18 | nore time to enter just -- if you're putting in the

19 | voter information and not the election information into
20 | ERIN?
21 A In general, the larger -- the |arger
22 | elections, the |arger nunber of ballots, the |arger
23 | nunber of races that pull out voters and have -- we
24 have nore requests, then the nore tine it's going to
25 | take to process them Does that make sense?
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Q Ckay. Could you quantity how nuch nore tine
that woul d take?

A No. I'd have to -- 1'd have to look into --
and not only could | not quantify it, it depends on the
staff that you have. |If you're in a registrar's office
wth ten seasoned staff nenbers, of course it's going
to take you a little bit less tine than if your in a
registrar's office that has four new people and two
peopl e out on FMLA. | nean, it just depends.

Q Verifying there's only one ballot per voter.
Woul d the nunber of elections on the ballot affect this
task, how nmuch tine it takes to do this task?

A Again, you're sinply dealing with pages. So
If I"'mgoing to send a ballot to sonebody and | have to
have four pages, because the ballot is |onger, because
there's nore candidates, then |I've got to make certain
that |'massenbling the correct four pages together to
send that voter only one ballot, whereas on a smaller
ballot with fewer races and it's only one page and it's
front and back or it's only two pages and it's front,
back, front, you're not -- your risk for error is not
t here as nuch.

Q Ckay. And could you quantify how much tinme --
how nmuch nore tine it would take to do -- verifying

that there's only one ballot per voter?
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A That's a case-by-case basis on the registrar
of voters office.

Q And then I'mgoing to ask the sane two
guestions about clearly mark any repl acenent ball ots.
Wuld it take nore tine to do that depending on the
nunber of elections?

A So replacenment ballots are conplicated. The
repl acement ballot -- the individuals that are
requesting a replacenent ballot for the cure process,
they have to come in in person, and they have to cure
their ballot in order to have that work. As far as,

i ke, the replacenment process in ERIN, if you spoil
your ballot and you request another ballot as a

repl acenent, the docunentation in ERIN has to be put
in for that particular voter.

Q And woul d the work change based on how many
el ections are on the ballot for themto mark any
repl acement bal |l ots?

A The | arger the election, the nore peopl e that
are involved. And the better turnout is, the nore that
you have to do.

Q And coul d you quantify how nuch nore you woul d
have to do?

A Again, that's on the registrar of voters and

their staff.
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Q And | want to circle back to sonething that
you testified about a bit ago, that it'd be nore costly
wth a larger ballot. Can you quantify how nuch nore
costly that woul d be?

A Yes. Recently, a few of the registrar voters
were telling nme that if you only -- they were wei ghing
It for postage purposes, and they took two previous
ballots and put it into an envel ope, and then they took
three previous ballots and put theminto an envel ope.
They tried the letter-sized ballots and the | egal -sized
bal | ots, and when you got to the -- to the additional
page, the postage went up by $0. 27.

So on the average, if you're mailing ballots
and the initial cost is $0.55, then it's going to go
up $0.27 nore. And the cost to nail the ballots would
be -- for the last presidential, | want to say there
was 170,000. That's an approximate. |'d have to go
back and | ook. But 170,000 nailed ballots. And if
they're three pages long, you' re |ooking at
70-sonething cents a piece to mail them

Q And when is it determ ned that an additiona
page i s needed? Wuld adding two elections to a ball ot
requi re an additional page?

A It just depends on howit's -- how the | ayout

cones out and what else is on the ballot. So | can
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give you a good exanple of that. In St. Tammany
Parish, in one election, they called for 12 parish-w de
props. So if you have a | ot of parish-w de props, you
have constitutional anmendnents, and you have quite a

| arge nunber of candidate races, it nakes a difference.

Q But would it necessarily be the case that if
you added two elections to a ballot, then the ball ot
woul d need an additional page?

A It just depends on where it falls on the
ballot. It depends on -- there's a lot of factors
i nvol ved about that, howthe ballot is built. There's
a legal order that the races have to appear on the
bal | ot.

Q |'d like to ask, going back to the exhibit,
about bullet two. It says, "The Secretary of State
staff perform|logic and accuracy testing on the vote
tally equipnent in a public neeting."

Do you see that?

A That's correct. Yes.

Q Ckay. And does the performance of |ogic and
accuracy testing depend on how many el ections are on

the ballot?

A How many candi date races?
Q Yes.
A Yes. So yes, you're -- when you're creating
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the logic and accuracy test, if it's an absentee
bal | ot, you're hand marking those ballots for each race
and each candidate. And then you're scanning them and
you're proofing to nake sure that it tabul ated
correctly. If you're doing an | CX nmachine, a

t ouchscreen machi ne, you are hand voting or vote
sinulation voting these races. The nobre races you
have, the additional anmpunt of tinme it takes to -- to
run those tests and to confirmthat everything is
accur at e.

Q And can you quantify how nuch nore tine that
woul d take?

A | can give you an estimate. | did -- | tested
and sealed a parish last year nyself, and it was a
fairly sizable ballot conpared to another parish. And
It took -- for the machines that were involved, it took
about an hour | onger for that process. That was for
early voting machine. For absentee test decks, it's
going to be nmuch | onger because you have to hand mark
t hose.

Q You said it took you an hour nore to do
testing of a parish with nore elections on its ballot.
How many nore elections did it have? Wat do you nean
when you say it's kind of sizable --

A Ckay. So for exanple --
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Q -- the ballot?

A For exanple, this election comng up, in East
Bat on Rouge Parish, they've got mayors, chief of
police. They've got local races, sheriff, that type of
stuff. But Oleans Parish doesn't have that this tine.
Ol eans nunicipals run on a different cycle. They run
on a different year.

So Ol eans' ballot, although they do have nore
reps and senators, wouldn't have as big of a ballot as
East Baton Rouge, but that swaps on a different
election. And it just depends on the parish, and it
depends on what's running, and it depends on what the
governor called as a special, et cetera.

Q The next bullet says, "Rejected ballots are
tracked and the tallied turnout is conpared to the
expected total of ballots after all ballots have been
scanned. |f the nunbers do not nuch, the parish board

of election supervisors works diligently to resolve the

matter."
Do you see that?
A | do.
Q Ckay. | think you can guess what |'mgoing to
ask. Does this bullet -- does this depend on how many

el ections are on the ballot?

A It absolutely can. Because when you say
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rejected ballots are tracked and the total turnout is
conpared to the expected turnout of ballots, would have
been scanned. |If the nunbers don't match, the parish
board is working to resolve it. |If part of that
process in resolving it is that seven of the ballots
were torn and the scanner won't accept them and four of
the ballots had sone sort of marking in the timng mark
area, then they're tasked with hand counting those
ballots. If you have to hand count a ballot that has
nore races on it, it definitely takes nore tine.

Q And can you quantify that anmount of tinme?

A. Depends on how big the ballot is, and it
depends on the people that are doing the hand count --
t he hand count process, you may have -- you may have a
group of people who are a little bit faster at that
process than another group of people of parish board
menbers that are not.

Q And coul d you quantify how nmuch time it would
take to count two additional candidates on a ballot?

A | can't do that w thout know ng what else is
on the ballot and who it is that's actually doing the
process.

Q All right. The next bullet reads that
“"Ball ots nust be returned by 4:30 p.m the day before

the election.”
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| s there anything about this bullet that is
dependent on the nunber of elections --

A No.

Q -- on the ballot?

A No. It's just a hard deadline for when they
have to be returned.

Q | think we can do one nore exhibit simlar to
this one, then take a break. And then hopefully we
have just another two hours. Maybe we take anot her
short break, and then we wap it up. But | amgetting
closer to the end. But let's try to work through this
next exhibit before taking our afternoon break.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG. Can -- Milly is
there. She's ready.
MS. GARYANTES: |'m here.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  Can we do as
Exhibit 18 what 1'd like to mark as
Exhibit V -- or sorry, reverse that. | would
like to mark as Exhibit 18 what | have as V,
as "Victoria."
(Exhibit No. 18 was marked for identification.)
M5. GARYANTES: Eighteen is introduced.
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG G eat.
THE WTNESS: GCkay. | can see it.
BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG:
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Q Do you recogni ze this docunent?

A Yes, yes.

Q And what is this docunent?

A. This is the nmeasures to keep early voting
saf e.

Q Ckay. So | know that you can guess where
we're going. I'mgoing totry to do this quickly

because | know it's towards the end of the day.

We're actually not going to go through all
these bullets. | would like to skip to the m ddle of
the page. There's a bullet that starts with "At the

end of each day of early voting."

A Ckay.

Q Are you there? The first --

A Yes.

Q -- there are a couple of bullets that say

that, but the first one. Oay. So | will just read
the bullet and then ask you questions about it.

“"At the end of the day of early voting,
registrars of voters' enployees verify that the nunber
of signatures in the poll book match the nunber of
voters that were checked in."

A Correct.
Q kay. Does the work related to this bullet

depend on the nunber of elections on the ballot?
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A It depends on the nunber of people that turned
out to vote on those elections.

Q Ckay. And then the next bullet al so begins
with "At the end of each day of early voting, Registrar
of Voters enployees verify that the nunber of
signatures in the poll book and the public and
protective equi pment counters match."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And does this work depend on the nunber of
el ections on the ballot?

A It depends on the nunber of people that turned
out to vote on those el ections.

Q And then the next bullet reads, "Every norning
of early voting, Registrar of Voter enpl oyees again
verify the public and protective counters and anal yze
each tanper evidence seal for any tanpering or breaks."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And does that depend on the nunber of
el ections on the ballot?

A No, it does not.

Q And then the next bullet reads, "On the night
of the election after early voting has concl uded, the

Parish Board of Election supervisors verify early
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voting equi pnent, public and protective counters, and
verify that the seal s have not been tanpered wth.
They then verify the seal nunbers.”

Does that depend on the nunber of elections on
the ballot?

A No. That's a verification process by the
Parish Board of Election supervisors. And they're not
| ooking at the races; they're only | ooking at the
public and protective counters.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG: Al right. |
think we can take our afternoon break and cone
back at 3:00 nmy tine, 2:00 your tine.

(Recess taken.)
BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q And |'d like to start with Exhibit 14. So
when you're ready, if you could, go to the page -- so
before we do that, just do you recall our discussion
about Exhibit 14 as an attachnent to an email that you
were on? And maybe we should actually -- before we get
into Exhibit 14, let's just go back to Exhibit 13.

A Ckay. kay. Yes, | see that.

Q Ckay. And there are a nunber of attachnents
to this exhibit -- | nmean, to this email, and one of
themis what we're going to look at as 14. This is

just to kind of lay the foundation of what we're
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Page
| ooki ng at.
A Ckay.
Q The questionis -- this is a "refresh your

recol | ection" question. So nowif you nove to the page
t hat has SOS 00561.

A Ckay. |'mthere.

Q Ckay. And ny question was about reopening
candi date qualifying period. And | believe your
previous testinmony was the candi date qualifying period
could only be open for one day -- one additional day.
And | want to understand, at least, if you know how

this provision relates to that. Because ny --

A | do.
Q Yes?
A | do. So first of all, in an energency, if -

when | use that exanple, if one day was shut down due
to bad weather, then they could do an energency
certification to open it back up. But if two days were
shut down due to bad weather -- let's say an ice storm
cones through and two of the days of qualifying
couldn't be utilized because roads were cl osed or
whatever. Certification would say we're going to add
two days. In other words, it's a three-day period, and
you get three days. So if anything energency-w se

closed it, you could have the additional days based on
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t he emergency certification, so that's one thing.

The second thing, this reopening of
qualifying -- so if everyone qualifies during the
qual i fying period and you are mdstream of the election
or you're -- it's the week of the election and a
candidate dies in the race, it automatically reopens
qualifying for that one race. And if anyone qualifies,
the race is canceled for that primary el ection, and
your general beconmes a primary, and a date five weeks
after that beconmes the general. That's a death of a
candi dat e.

Q So if a candidate --

A So that's why --

Q -- dies after the ballots had been printed, it
t hen noves to the general ?

A |f the candidate dies after the ballots have
been printed -- well, even if the candidate died before
the ballots had been printed, they' re going to reopen
qualifying. And if one person qualifies, thenit's --
it would depend on the tine frame as to whether it
woul d becone the primary or the general. But nine
tinmes out of ten, the candidate's death happens in the
m ddl e of the election cycle, and the primary is
cancel ed, the general becones the primary, and a new

general date is selected.
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Q Ckay. I'mgoing to pull up -- we lost Milly,
so now I'"mgoing to be the exhibit person, so you're
going to have to give ne a mnute. | want to do just
one nore election cal endar, or naybe two.

M5. GARYANTES: (I ndiscernible.)
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG ~ That's okay. |

started it. | thought you had |eft.
M5. GARYANTES:. Ckay. Sounds good.
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG: All right. | have

now upl oaded what is going to be marked
Exhi bit 19.
(Exhibit No. 19 was nmarked for identification.)
BY Ms. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Let ne know when you have it.

A kay. It's spinning. GCkay. It's up.

Q | f you | ook at the bottom corner below the
exhibit stanp, there's another SOS nunber.

Do you see that?

A Yes. SOS_000427.

Q Yes, 427 and 426. This is another docunent
that was produced to us by the Secretary of State. So
If you -- now just scroll through this docunent, and
if you could, tell ne if you are famliar with the
docunent .

A | know what type of docunent it is, but I
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notice that it's dated for 2016, the election in 2016.

Q Ckay. And what type of election was this in
2016, according to the docunent?

A Chronol ogical table for a special election for
House District 29, part of EBR and WBR, East Baton
Rouge and West Bat on Rouge.

Q And what do you understand this to be an
el ection for?

A For one of the House seats, House of
Representative District 29.

Q And that's a Louisiana State House?

A Yes, that's the way | read it.

Q Ckay. And this would be -- and it says it's a
special election. So I'mjust going to ask you a

coupl e of questions about the tineline in this

docunent. It | ooks like --
A Ckay.
Q -- according to the docunent, the qualifying

period was three days, as we discussed, March 7th, 8th,
9th of 2016. Does that appear to be correct?
A Yes, that's what this docunent says.

Q And then the primary was a nonth after the

close of -- the close of the qualifying period on
April 9, 20167
A Yes.
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Q And then the general was just a little over a

month after that?

A That's correct for these two parishes.

Q Yeah. And are you --

A And | don't know --

Q Go ahead.

A | would have to look at this to see if there
was anything else running at that tinme or not. |'mnot

famliar with this particular election.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Mol ly, if you are
still on, | have one nore to introduce. Could
we introduce Exhibit --

MS. GARYANTES: Absolutely. Wich one
is it?

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Exhibit O

MS. GARYANTES: Ckay.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG And that will be
Exhi bit No. 20.

(Exhibit No. 20 was marked for identification.)

MS. GARYANTES: Exhibit 20 has been
i nt roduced.

MS. THOMAS- LUNDBORG. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Ckay. |It's up.

BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG
Q Ckay. |If you look at the kind of bottom
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corner, it has another SOS nunber.
Do you see that?
A Yes, 000432.
Q | believe the first page is 430 and then it

goes to 431, 432, 433, and 434.

A. Hold on. M/ -- wait. M first page is 432,
and then the next one is 433, and the |ast one is 434.

Q Interesting. Could you ook at it on
M. Wal sh's conputer?

A. Sure, sure. Exhibit 20. GCkay. Al right.
Let's see. Exhibit 20. GCkay. On M. Walsh's
conputer, it starts with 430, 431, 432, et cetera. SO
this one, it did not start that way.

Q Ckay. So we're now on the sane page. So
maybe just | ook at M. Walsh's conputer --

A. Hi s conputer, yeah.

Q -- to nmake sure we're | ooking at the sane
version of the docunent.

A. Ckay.

Q At the top of the first page here, can you
read what the -- what the title is?

A. " Chronol ogi cal Tabl e Special Election House
District 58 for Jefferson.”

Q | believe it's 85. | have the sane -- exact

sane tendency as you do.
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A Ch, sorry, yeah. Yes. Yes, 85. Sorry.

Q Ckay. And what do you understand this
docunment to reflect?

A This is the chronol ogical table for a special
election called by the legislature in 2016.

Q And that's for a House legislative district?

A Correct. One parish.

Q Ckay. And | ooking at the qualifying date,

t hose are June -- again three dates, June 29th,
June 30th, and July 1st?
A Ri ght.

Q And a little less than a nonth later, it's the
primary date of August 6, 20167

A Yes. But | believe, if |'mnot m staken --
and | would have to get the statute for you. The tine
frame between the elections went fromfour weeks to
five weeks legislatively. And I'mnot sure what year
that occurred, but | know now it is that way. And |'m
not sure if that adjusted the qualifying tinme between
the primary as well, so we would need to | ook at that
statute.

Q But here it |ooks |ike, then, the general
election was a little nmore than a nonth later in
Sept enber 10, 20167

A Right. And the reason for extending the tine
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period between the elections in that statute, | do
remenber that. It was because when it was only

30 days, they ran into a problemw th holidays during
test and seal where the machines were sealed fromthe
primary, but they were needed for the test and seal
process for the general. And we don't have two sets of
machines to attenpt to seal another set, so we couldn't
conduct the election. And when that occurred, they
adjusted the time frame between. But | don't remenber
what - -

Q Wait. Between the primary and the genera
election. Do you recall if there's any rationale for
changi ng the period between qualifying and the primry?

A If it was a federal election, you could not do
this election because there's not 45 days between
qual i fyi ng and August 6t h.

Q Right. But for this election, whichis a
state legislative election, would there be any reason
to have changed qualifying to primary period?

A No. Wiat |I'msaying is -- | agree. For this
particular one, | don't see the reason. But when they
adj usted the other law to add the additional week, |
don't know if they took that into consideration as well
that this time frame won't work for a federal election

and adjusted that also. That would require research.
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|'d have to | ook into that.
Q Ckay. Now, | believe that we have | ooked at
Exhibit Q the election calendar for 2024. Has any

work gone into the el ection cal endar for 20277

A No. | don't believe we even have that one on
our website. | could |ook and see, but | don't believe
So.

Q | |1 ooked yesterday, and the only advanced

el ection | saw was 2024. But if y'all have one that is
not public yet, | was just curious.

A No. |If it's not on the website, then we don't
have it.

Q Have you done any work or planning around the
2027 el ection?

A No.

Q All right. 1'mgoing to shift gears sonmewhat
to polling place designations. Wo is responsible for
desi gnating polling places?

A The parish governing authority of each parish
in the state.

Q And do you have any involvenent in that
process?

A Only when an energency occurs.

Q And what do you nean by "energency"?

A Hurricane. So Hurricane lda hit, and it
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knocked down hundreds and hundreds of polling
| ocations. The only thing we did was assist by driving
around, identifying the ones that were blown off the
map, telling the parish people where there's a parking
| ot maybe avail able that they could put a tent up.

But ultimately, they have to go | ook at that.
They have to make the assessnent, and they have to make
t he decision, and they have to do an ordinance. So
it's their decision to make. But in a devastating tine
|'i ke that when their own houses and their nother's
houses and et cetera are all blown off, we try and
Identify places that they may could use if they wanted
to consider it.

Q And i n nonenergency circunstances, do parishes
then report to you which polling places have been
desi gnat ed?

A The only thing that they do is submt an
ordinance, and it's our mnisterial duty to put the
information they submt into ERIN, which then goes to
two different directions. The first direction it goes
is to mil the cards to the voters notifying themof a
new pol I ing pl ace.

And the second direction that it goes is to
the website so that the GeauxVote app and the ot her

portals are updated with the correct information so
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that if you were a registered voter and you wanted to
find your polling location, you could go to the
GeauxVote app, and it would be updated. But it's
strictly a mnisterial process.

Q Do you know whet her the sane polling places
are used for state elections and federal elections?

A Pol I ing pl aces change every single election.
You have precincts that are rented. You have churches
that are used that may have a wedding that's a conflict
on an el ection date, and they make a nove. So as |ong
as private buildings are being used -- you al so have
circunstances where precincts are nerged and you
don't -- or consolidated, and they have additional
voters, and the space that the parish governing
authority selected is not big enough, so they have to
nove it. So it's a constant noving target. |It's not
specific to a state election or a federal election;

it's specific to the election.

Q Ckay.

A Are you tal king, or are you witing?

Q | was witing and | ooking at nmy outline.

A Ckay. |'mso sorry.

Q | printed ny outline. No, it's fine. | found

where | want to go next, so we're ready.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBCRG: Mol ly, could |

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS



http://www.acmereporting.com

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ Do&%lﬂk—ﬁs&%wm Page 146 of 173 08/19/2023

© 00 N oo o0 b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR R R
O N W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Page 146

mark as Exhibit 21 what | have | abel ed Exhi bit
X, as in "xylophone"?
| think we lost Mdlly again. Ckay. [|I'm
going to mark it. Gve ne one second.
Exhibit 21 is now up for you.
(Exhibit No. 21 was nmarked for identification.)
THE WTNESS: Ckay. GCkay. It's up.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Do you recognize this exhibit?

A | do. It's security neasures for election day
vot i ng.

Q And this is another docunent that was taken
fromthe Secretary of State's website. And so we're
going totalk a little bit about this docunent and then
election day in general. | think we've tal ked sone
about el ection day.

But what activities is your office engaged in
on el ection day?

A On el ection day, we are supporting the
state's elections process. The opening of the polls is
conducted by the clerks with their conm ssioners, but
our technicians are working the precincts in the event
of any kind of problemwth the voting machine, the
paper roll is stuck, it won't print, the power button

I's broken, anything like that. Qur technicians are on
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call for all 64 parishes, working. For the secretary
of state's staff, we take service calls, and then we
support the early voting and absentee tabul ation
process, and we support the clerk of court transm ssion
process.

Q Ckay. Focusing on the work that's done by --
at your office, does that work increase depending on
t he nunber of elections on the ballot?

A You broke up. Can you say it again?

Q Yes. |Is the work that your office does, does
it all depend on the nunber of elections on the ballot?

A No, it does not.

Q And are you aware of the work that the -- that
the local parish authorities do on election day?

A | am

Q And what types of activities are they doi ng?

A The registrar of voters are answering calls
all day long from people that have nowhere to go vote
or they have a problemw th their ballot or they can't
find their voter registration card or they're
concer ned.

Then they are al so taking phone calls of

anyone that says that it's an error, |ike they
registered to vote at OW, DW, and their registration

didn't seemto go through, so they're trying to resolve
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any issues like that that they may have. They also are

tasked with tabulating the early voting absentee

bal | ot s and UOCAVA bal lots that day, and it has to be

done in one day. And they finish that out and transmt

it to the clerk, who transmts it to our ERIN system
The clerks of court are nmanagi ng the

conm ssioners and all of the calls or problens that

they may have at any polling | ocation or precinct.

They are al so answering voter calls fromanyone that's

got any type of elections problemto report. And then

they are tasked with, as a nmenber of the parish board,

tabulating the early voting and absentee ballots and

al so reading the cartridges on election night.

Q And does that work depend on the nunber of
el ections on the ballot?

A The only process that woul d depend on the
nunber of elections on the ballot is when they're
tabulating the ballots. For all of the ballots that
woul d not scan or would not read, they would be hand
tabul ati ng each race on the ballot, so that would
potentially give themadditional tinme to conplete that
process.

Q And can you quantify how nuch additional tine
t hat woul d take?

A |t woul d depend on the nunber of races that
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are on that ballot and the people that are doing it.
Q Goi ng back to what has been marked as
Exhibit X
THE REPORTER |'m sorry?
M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG |'msorry, not X
It's not X. It's Exhibit 21.
THE WTNESS: Ckay.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Now |I'm having difficulty pulling it up.

Ckay. |I'mnot going to spend too nuch tine on this
docunent, but | do want to ask you sone questions.

The only one related to election day is there
Is abullet in the mddle that says, "Trained
conmi ssi oners keep watch at each polling stations.”

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. And are those fol ks Secretary of State
staff, or are those local parish staff?

A That's the comm ssioners that are hired by the
clerk of court to work the elections. They're paid by
the Secretary of State, but they are trained and work
by the clerk of court.

Q And was this work that the conm ssioners do on
el ection day -- would that all -- would that all be
affected by the nunber of elections on the ballot?

A No.
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Q Now, moving away from el ecti on day, what
I nvol venent does your office have in election results?

A The results are tabulated. Qur staff supports
t he equi pnmrent. And by supporting the equi pnent,
they're in every parish of the state trying to nake
sure that there's no problens.

(Brief interruption.)

THE WTNESS: |'msorry?

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG  Sorry. Soneone is
off of mute. | don't know where that cane
from It wasn't from ne.

THE W TNESS: Oh, okay.

A So they are -- they are tabulating for that
process, and those results are uploaded into the
Secretary of State system Election night, we're
supporting as well. Any problens, we junp in and
assist. The clerks submt the votes into the ERIN
system also, and once that's all submtted and
transmtted to the Secretary of State, it's on the
website as well for people to view
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q And | believe there are a couple of bullets
that get to this, so let's just read them There's a
bull et that begins with "Results are transferred"?

A Yeah.
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Q Do you see that?
W' re al nost done. | think we have an hour,
if that.
A Ckay.
Q "Results are transferred" --
A -- "over a secure private nonitored network
to the Secretary of State's office.”" That's correct.

They' re upl oaded into our system And that is the ERIN
system

Q And when does that occur?

A El ection night after the polls close at
8:00 p. m
Q And then the bullet goes on to say -- sorry,

not that bullet but another bullet right after that
that says, "After each transfer of results, the clerk
of court verifies the correct results were posted to
the Secretary of State's website."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And when does that occur?

A So each tinme you have cartridges that are
brought into the clerk of court's office, there may be
a section of tinme where you stop reading cartridges and
you upload into the Secretary of State's system You

| ook at your results. You conpare themto the results
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that you uploaded in the offline laptop. It's not
connected to the internet. It's not connected to
anyt hi ng.

You make sure that the results match, and you
make sure the precincts match, and then you continue
reading cartridges for the other precincts. Sone
pari shes wll do as many as eight to ten subm ssi ons.
Sone of them do three subm ssions, but you're proofing
t hr oughout the whol e process.

Q And how | ong does that process take?

A Polls close at 8:00 o'clock. Big nmassive
el ections, the presidential, we nmay be done by
1:00 o' clock in the norning. GQubernatorials, between
11: 00 and 1:00, | would say, depending on the types of
problens we may have. And just small elections, it
general |y can be done by 10: 30.

Q Okay. The next bullet says, [As read]: "The
unofficial results that are posted to the Secretary of
State's website is replicated to present” -- no, sorry.
Vell, is that what | read? Yes -- "to present -- to
prevent the manipulation of the original unofficial
results.”

Do you see that?

A | do.

Q Ckay. So I'd like to focus on the publishing
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to the Secretary of State's website. Was this public?
What's being discussed in the bullet that | just read,
is this a public posting on the Secretary of State's
website, or is this posting in ERI N?

A So the unofficial results are posted in ERIN,
and then it's posted to the Secretary of State's
website, and it's replicated so you can't manipulate it
off of the original unofficial results. And then
there's an audit process and a review process for the
unofficial results to be conpared to what was
officially done in the parish, and we confirmall of
that data matches as wel | .

Q And how | ong does the audit and revi ew process
t ake?

A The audit starts the night of the election,
and the next day there's a -- there are three |levels of
audit that are conpleted. There's a statew de audit
that is a docunent where we audit up agai nst what was
posted to the website and al so what was upl oaded into
t he | apt op.

There's a precinct-by-precinct audit where
each precinct is |ooked at, the nunbers, the public
protective count, and the nunber of voters that get
history -- their history gets updated saying that they

did vote in the election. And then |ast but not |east,
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a final audit where we are |ooking for the turnout
tally for each precinct to be sure that every cartridge
did read accurately, correctly, and if there were
mul ti pl e machi nes, all machine cartridges were read.

That entire process takes up to a week and a
half to two weeks depending on the size of the
el ection. Cccasionally, it's gone over that, and |'I]
give you an exanple as to why. In one of the
presidential elections, East Baton Rouge Parish had
140, 000 people that voted. Each one of those people
gets wanded -- a bar code is wanded next to their nane
I f they signed the book to give themcredit for voting,
and that information has to be proofed.

CGenerally, the registrar of voters do not have
space nor do they have funding to hire nore than 10 to
15 people to try and do that process. So you can
I magi ne attenpting to wand 140,000 people in that short
amount of tinme is not easy, and that's why it takes
t hat | ong.

Q Ckay. And is it only after the audit is
conpleted that then the results become public?

A The results are pronulgated after the audit is
conpl eted on a specific |egal deadline.

Q Do you know what that deadline is?

A It's a certain nunber of days follow ng the
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election. The statute says it. | want to say it's

14 days after the election, but I would have to confirm
that. And the -- the elections results are unofficial
until the parish board of election supervisors signs

off that they are conplete, the recount process is

done, and it's officially certified. |If an elections
contest suit is filed, that can delay it.

Q | have one question related to staffing and a
coupl e of other followup questions, two nore exhibits
for us to look at -- | have three nore exhibits for us
to look at. Then | think I"'mgoing to be able to send
you on your way to enjoy the rest of the afternoon.

Rel ated to staffing, when you think about
staffing in your office, do you staff based on the
nunber of elections on a ballot that are com ng up?

O how do you determne staffing that you'll need?

A There are many factors that go into our
staffing needs. So if we are -- as we are about to do,
I mpl ementing a new systemwhile still trying to nanage
an old system | have to have enough people to be able
to do that. And that includes programm ng, tabulation,
support, all of the statutes, all of the laws. It
i ncludes the ceiling, everything, end to end, so that
matters.

As far as the progranm ng process, the size of
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the election matters as to how nmany people need to
work. Cenerally, we work nights and weekends to
attenpt to pull everything off. And again, it depends
on the size of the election and the nunber of races
that will be running.

And as far as the registrar's staff goes and
the comm ssioners they hire and the clerk of court
staff and the comm ssioners that they hire, sonetines
in the mddle of early voting, if they start early
voting and they realize the turnout is so nassive,
they're understaffed, they try and find people to work
as quickly as they can that are certified and add them
to the |ist.

So as you can imgi ne, COVID was a di saster
for us during that tinme frame, trying to fill positions
and trying to keep up wth the anount of work. So
anyway. But that's basically how staffing needs are
assessed.

Q Ckay.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG |I'mgoing to

i ntroduce two nore exhibits. They're going to

be -- 1'lIl take themone at a time. This is
going to be Exhibit 21. 1've introduced what
has been marked as exhibit -- sorry. It

shoul d be Exhibit 22, | think.
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(Exhibit No. 22 was marked for identification.)
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q And just take a mnute to scroll through the
exhi bit.

A Is it Exhibit 2272

Q Yes. Exhibit 22, please.

A Ckay. I'mfamliar with this docunent.

Q Ckay. Wat is this docunent?

A Thi s docunent was created for the voting
system conm ssion, and it was created by ny staff
menber Nick Meyers to present at the voting system
conm ssion where we were di scussing technol ogy for
future use in the state of Louisiana.

Q And you see that this exhibit has a -- at the
bottom-- and this wll actually be a good check that
we're | ooking at the sane docunent or the same
version -- it says SOS 00948, as the first page?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So this is another docunment that was
produced to us by the Secretary of State's office.

It |ooks Iike on the very first page, it says,
"Under st andi ng the voter experience."
Do you see that?
A | do.

Q And it looks like there's a black box here of
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redacted text. Do you have any understandi ng of what
that coul d have been?

A | would imagine it has sonething to do with
the -- with the ERIN systeminformation or our actua
current voting systeminformation. That's --

Q And what is -- what is your current systenf

A So the current voting systeminformation, it
woul d be PIl, sonmething directional that woul d include
l'inks to docunents and manual s that have PIl on them or
anything like that.

Q If you scroll to the next page, it says, "By
now, we all know that Act 480 required the production
of voter-verified paper records.”

Do you see that?

A Yes, | do.

Q And there appears to be another redaction box.
Do you have any understandi ng of what woul d have been
in that box?

A | can't renenber what was in that box, but |
know t hat they woul dn't have redacted sonethi ng unl ess
it had PIl init in regards to the current voting
systemor in regards to ERIN

Q Sanme question on the follow ng page.

A Ckay. Al right. Yeah, |I nean, the only

thing that | can confirmis that | knowif it had any
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type of reporting information for the ERIN system or
any type of reporting information for our voting system
currently, that would be redacted.

Q Ckay. And woul d chal | enges of paper -- which
is the title of this -- of this particular screen -- be
recorded in ERIN or your current voting systen?

A So if sonebody was challenged that turned in a
ballot, the -- so what he neans by this, challenges of
paper, he's saying that if we have to store the paper,
the humdity is a mgjor issue in the state of
Loui siana. Qur paper jans through printers if you
leave it in an un-air-conditioned warehouse, which 63
of our 64 warehouses currently are un-air-conditioned.
So that's a challenge to us if we try to go to a paper
system The paper cost is expensive. The storage cost
I S expensive.

So as | was saying before, 140,000 people in
East Baton Rouge voted in one of the presidential
el ections. Well, if they each got a three-page ballot,
t hree pages of paper tinmes 140,000 -- and that's one
el ection, and you're having to store that. State
el ections have to be stored for six nonths, but federal
el ections are stored for 22 nonths. So you're talking
about quite a bit of space that would be needed to

store all of these records. And then the auditing --
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Q And -- |'msorry.
A OCh, no. I'msorry. The auditing w ndow bei ng
too light -- to try and audit paper is very, very

conplicated in a short amount of time. You run the
ri sk of human error

Q And you nentioned that you-all are noving from
a current voting systemto another voting system 1Is
your new voting systemgoing to involve as nmuch paper
bal | oti ng?

A So the new voting systemis going to have --
has witten into the |law a paper audit trail. So one
way or the other, if you go and vote on a machi ne, that
machine is going to print out sonme sort of piece of
paper that your going to review, and then you're going
to submit it into a scanning device and a box so -- soO
that the voter can audit what they voted on.

Q Ckay. And will there be paper only at the
back end or at the front end?

A No. The paper would be -- well, there are
some systens out there that we'll be |ooking at that do
print a ballot on demand, and you woul d scan that and
send that through. So | can't say. W're in an RFP
process, and | don't know what systemis going to be
selected. | know that we're going to | ook at al

systens out there.
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Q Okay. And when do you inmagine that you would
have started transitioning to the new systenf

A We're witing the standards right now. And
nmoving forward, we still have to do an RFP; we have to
draft it. Then we have to have a comm ttee that works
with the Division of Adm nistration to select it, and
then after it's selected, we go into contract
negotiations. After that, we go into inplenentation,
and we estimated an inplenentation of the state to take
approximately three years to conplete all 64 parishes.

So nmy best guess, if | was really, really

encouraged and feel certain that things would go
smoothly, we nay be able to begin that process with one
parish in 2024 or two parishes. But 2025, | believe
for certain, we will see -- or at least | hope that we
w |l see the inplenentation of several parishes.

Q | think we are done with Exhibit 22. [|I'm
going to show you a new exhibit, Exhibit 23.

(Exhibit No. 23 was marked for identification.)

BY MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Exhi bit 23 should be introduced on your end.

A Ckay. Ckay.

Q | f you could, take a mnute to | ook through
this exhibit.
A It's still spinning. It should be up any
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second.

Q Ckay.

A Ckay. (Reading indistinctly.) GCkay. GCkay.

Q Do you recogni ze this exhibit?

A It's one of the training exhibits. For the
past three years, we do -- well, in the past, actually,
for many years, we do an el ections acadeny in the
spring/summertinme for the registrar of voters, and then
the clerks of court have an institute. So each year,
we try and provide rem nders and just general
information to be helpful. This is one of those
docunents from one of those years.

Q Ckay. And then at the bottom-- again, to

make sure we're | ooking at the same version and al so

identifying the record -- the first page I have is
SCS_00996.
A Yes.

Q Ckay. And so this was anot her docunent
produced to us by the Secretary of State's office.
| just want to skip ahead. On page ending
with SOS 000999 -- do you see that page?
A | do.
Q Ckay. And there's a -- the title of this page
Is "Keys to Success." Do you see that?

A Correct.
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Q And then there are four bullets that are
shown. And then it [ooks like the rest of the page is
redacted. Do you have any understandi ng of what m ght
be in the redacted text?

A Wien it starts tal king about "renmenber the
| egal descriptions and the | egal boundaries,” | would
i magi ne the information bel ow that was how to enter
information into ERIN.

Q And then voter count report, if you |look at --
which is the follow ng page. Do you have any
under st andi ng of what woul d have been on this page?

A Yeah. The voter count report, it probably
woul d be show ng our public and protective counter |ogs
out of our elections voting system nmanual, which has
Pll init.

Q And PIl is personal --

A It's -- yes. It's information that cannot be
produced. [It's protected.

Q What does the acronymstand for, PII1?

A PIT?

THE WTNESS: Do y'all know?

A | can't renenber. I1'msorry. | don't.
BY M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Do you know what type of information is

consi dered PI'l?

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS


http://www.acmereporting.com

Case 3:22-cv-00178-SDD-SDJ Do&%lﬂk—ﬁs&%wm Page 164 of 173 08/19/2023

Page 164

1 A | do. The nother's maiden name. Your ful

2 | social security nunber. Your date of birth. Your

3 | phone nunber is considered PIl. Your enail address.

4 | Whether or not you are in -- you require disabl ed

5 | accessibility is PII. Any of the credentials or any

6 | of the information on how to use our ERIN system or how
7 | to use our voting systemis considered PlII. | know

8 |it's -- it's -- I"'msorry. | don't know the ful

9 | acronym but it's protected information.

10 Q The next page is another voter count report,
11 | and then the followng -- which is also redacted. And
12 | then there's "Split District Address Cross Reference

13 | Report." Do you see that?

14 A Yes.

15 Q VWhat is a split district address cross

16 reference report?

17 A So that is in the ERIN system and there is a
18 | report that shows split districts that the registrar of
19 | voters conpleted. And in that cross reference report,
20 | it's trying to show them where they noved people from
21 | and where they noved people to to help themidentify if
22 | there are probl ens.
23 Q And that text has been redacted in this
24 | docunent?
25 A Yes. | know that that report, for sure,
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has information in it. The split district report shows
I ndi vidual voters' information.

Q And then the follow ng page is al so about the
split --

A Sane t hing.

Q -- split district address cross reference
report. Sanme thing. And also redacted?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any understandi ng of what ot her
reports and navigati on m ght have been included in the
presentation on the follow ng page?

A | know that they would be ERIN systemreports.

Q And t hose have been redacted?

A That's correct. There's a statute that does
not allow us to give the instructions out of how to use
our systemor reports in the systemthat would all ow
sonmebody to make our system not be secure.

Q | have one nore exhibit to introduce. It's a
cl ose-up question. Then we can take a five-mnute
break for me to just check with counsel to see if |
have any additional questions.

M5. THOVAS- LUNDBORG | am now
marking -- it's going to be Exhibit No. 24.
(Exhibit No. 24 was nmarked for identification.)
THE WTNESS: Ckay.
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BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

It should be in the system now.

Q
A [t's spinning.
Q Ckay.

A Ckay. It just came up.

Q Ckay. So this is defendant's fact w tness
list wth the Secretary of State. And you've been
identified as a fact witness in the litigation.

Do you see that?
A | do.
Q Ckay. And | would like to be efficient. |

really appreciate the fact that you have taken so nuch

of your day with ne today. | knowit's been a |ong
day. | appreciate that. This was sent to us after we
noti ced your deposition, and so | just want to ask you

one, maybe two fol |l owup questions dependi ng on your
answers, which is were you aware that you were going to
be a fact witness in this case?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And do you have any sense, as you sit
here today, what your testinony -- what testinony you
intend to give for the case?

A | don't have any idea what questions are going
to be asked. So I'll testify, and I'lI|l answer to the

best of nmy know edge on our state's elections process.
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But | guess it depends on the questions that are asked
of ne.

Q But it's your understanding that you'll be
testifying on the state's el ections processes?

A Yes. To the best of ny know edge, absolutely.

Q Are there any processes which we have not
di scussed today that you think are relevant to the
i npl ementation of a new State House and State Senate
map?

MR STRACH. (bj ection.
A No, | don't know of anything el se.
MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG: All right.
think we can just take a five-m nute break.
(Recess taken.)

BY M5, THOVAS- LUNDBORG

Q Are you aware of whether the Secretary of
State's office regulates activities of candi dates or
canpai gns?

A No, they do not.

Q Does the office of the Secretary of State
noni tor canpaign materials, nessages, or expenditures

fromentities other than candi dates or canpai gns?

A Expendi tures |ike conm ssioner pay? O
expenditures |like involved in a canpaign, |ike canpaign
finance?
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Q Li ke canpaign finance, |ike local action
conmm ttees.
A No.

Q Does the Secretary of State's office track a
race of candi dates?

A Track what now?

Q The race of candi dates?

A What do you nean by that?

Q Their -- so voter race is tracked, for
exanple. If a voter identifies as a certain race --

A Ri ght.

Q -- does the Secretary of State's office track
the race --

A The race.

Q -- of candi dat es?

A |'mso sorry. \Wien you were saying "race," |

was thinking you neant the race that was running, and |
was confused. So we do -- it is on the formthat --
whet her you're Hi spanic or whatever you identify as.
And then in the statistics for -- as you nentioned, for
voter registration, it lists whether you' re nmale,
female, or your race is there. So even if it wasn't
listed on the form a voter registration list that --
we have commercial lists that are available, and it

woul d show on that if you chose to know.
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Q And how | ong has the Secretary of State's
of fice been tracking this informtion?

A The -- | started working in the elections
field as a student worker in 1986, and they had the
statistical reports out of green screen ERIN at that
tinme that were provided to the legislature. But they
didn't -- they weren't -- they were very -- what's the
best way to say? They're old as dirt, | guess is the
best way to say it.

The ones now are very -- they're in great
files and Excel and user friendly and that type of
thing. These were the kind with the -- with the holes
on the side where it went through the printer, the dot

matri x, you know what |'m sayi ng.

Q And is this informati on on candi dates publicly

avai | abl e?

A Candi dates are on the Secretary of State's
website, so you can | ook at the website under the
candi dat e dat abase and see that information. | don't
know if it's publicly available in a public records
request. But | believe it is if you asked for a copy
of sonebody's qualifying formor sonething |ike that.
| believe that's a public records request, but |I'm not
a lawer, so | don't know.

Q And does your office use this information
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other than tracking or having the ability to keep a
record of it?
A Not to ny know edge.
Q And this is the -- | believe this is the |ast

question. Does the Secretary of State's office provide
positions on elections or voting related policies to
the | egislature?

A Do they provide positions? Meaning |ike they
take a stance on --

Q Yes.

A -- on -- we --

Q On bills that are pending related to el ections
or voting?

A Yes. Yes, we do -- we do go to the House and
Senate with an omibus bill every year that nakes
t echnical changes to laws that are in place trying to
hel p make the systemwork nore efficiently.

Q And does the Secretary of State's office take
any position on bills that are outside of the omi bus
bill?

A Only if it will affect the elections in a
manner that we are unable to -- to conduct the
election. So if sonebody cane up in February of this
year and said, "W want to have all vote centers. W

don't want to have precincts anynore. W just want to
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do away with all precincts and have vote centers,"”

well, that's not only a financial inpossibility, but
it's also a logistical nightmare in the fact that we
couldn't do that upon governor's signature. There's no

physi cal way possible to do that.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG: All right. |
think that is it. Thank you for so nuch of
your tinme today, again. | hope you can enjoy
the rest of your afternoon.

THE W TNESS:  You too.

MS. THOVAS- LUNDBORG Onh, | shoul d ask
I f any other counsel has questions before
going off the record. But |I'm done.

MR STRACH: We don't. We don't -- this
Is Phil Strach. W don't have any questions
for Sherri.

M5. PROUTY: On behalf of l|egislative
I nterveners, we don't have any questions.

(Thi s proceedi ng was concluded at 3:21 p.m CST on
August 18, 2023.)
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REPORTER S PAGE

I, YOLANDA J. PENA, Certified Court Reporter in
and for the State of Louisiana, (CCR #2017002),
Regi st ered Professional Reporter (RPR #970346), the
officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the Federal Rules of
Cvil Procedure and/or Article 1434(B) of the
Loui si ana Code of Civil Procedure, do hereby state on
t he record:

That due to the interaction in the spontaneous
di scourse of the proceedi ng, double dashes (--) have
been used to indicate pauses, changes in thought,
and/ or tal kovers; that sane is the proper nethod for a
transcription of proceedings, and that the double
dashes (--) do not indicate that words or phrases have
been [ eft out of this transcript;

That any spelling of words and/ or nanes which
could not be verified through reference material have
been denoted with the parenthetical "(phonetic)";

That the parenthetical "(sic)" is used to denote
when a witness stated a word or phrase that appears
odd or erroneous to show that it was quoted exactly as

it stands.

YOLANDA PENA, CCR, RPR
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, YOLANDA J. PENA, Certified Court Reporter in
and for the State of Loui siana, Regi stered
Pr of essi onal Reporter, and as the officer before whom
this testinony was taken, do hereby certify that
SHERRI WHARTON HADSKEY, after having been duly sworn
by me upon authority of R S. 37:2554, did testify as
set forth in the foregoing 172 pages.

| further certify that said testinony was reported
by me in the Stenotype reporting nethod, was prepared
and transcri bed by ne or under ny direction and
supervision, and is a true and correct transcript to
the best of ny ability and under st andi ng.

| further certify that the transcript has been
prepared in conpliance with transcript formt
guidelines required by statute or by rules of the
board and that | have been inforned about the conplete
arrangenent, financial or otherwi se, with the person
or entity nmaki ng arrangenents for deposition services.

| further certify that | have acted in conpliance
with the prohibition on contractual relationships, as
defined by Loui siana Code of Cvil Procedure Article
1434, and in rules and advi sory opi nions of the board.

| further certify that I amnot an attorney or
counsel for any of the parties, that | am neither
related to nor enployed by any attorney or counsel
connected with this action, and that | have no

financial interest in the outcone of this matter.

This certificate is valid only for this
transcri pt, acconpanied by mnmy origi nal signature and
original raised seal on this page.

Prairieville, Louisiana, this 21st day of August,

2L

LLL\,
NﬂA J. PE

, RPR
NO 201700 RPR NO. 907346
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