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PROCEZEDTINGS

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: Good morning. I just want to
thank you all for being here this morning as we are
continuing on the path to making sure that we address
and keep the community informed on the processes of the
Agee v. Benson redistricting lawsuit. We know that this
week we'll have some dates shared in a bit by our
former state representative, Shanelle Jackson.

We want to make sure that the community is
getting out to make their voices heard about the maps
that have been put into the portal. Last night, we had
a virtual webinar where we actually showed citizens how
to visit the portal, how to look at the maps in the
portal.

We realized and know that there are technology
barriers, and so many individuals expressed that they
watched from their phones and on the computer and they
were grateful. And they're also looking for more
direction.

I just want to announce those that are here
today. On his way, Wayne County -- former County

Commissioner Keith Williams, Michigan Democratic --
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Michigan Democratic Party Black Caucus chair,
spokesperson, myself, plaintiff Natalie Bien-Aime --
Natalie Bien-Aime, and I didn't write the other thing
there, but I'll get to it in a moment.

Devante Sherard and Teresa Dubose are
plaintiffs that are here today. Former state
representative, LaTanya Garrett, former state
representative Shanelle Jackson, former state
representative LaMar Lemmons, former senator Virgil K.
Smith, retired Chief Judge Virgil Smith, chairwoman of
Wayne County Commission -- Wayne County Commissioner
Chairwoman, Alisha Bell, Attorney Jennifer Green from
Clark Hill Law Firm.

Today, you will hear an update from our
attorney on the 10 maps that were put into the portal,
and an analysis that has been has been done by Sean
Trende, an expert. And without getting too technical,
it will address the issues of compactness and the
number of times that these maps cross county lines.

We do have our own map today that was put
forth by the Michigan Democratic Party, Black Caucus

and plaintiffs are standing in alignment with many of
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the principles that exist within. But before we go
further, we want to also 1lift up the importance of the
criteria that has been addressed in the 10 maps that
are actually in the portal.

I'm going to bring forward Attorney Jennifer
Green to speak to some of these elements, which will
bring greater understanding as to why we are making
sure that we're being very specific in the criteria
that we wish to see in these maps as the judges move
forward in making their final decisions.

And the citizens having an opportunity to
weigh in on Wednesday and Thursday this week, Attorney
Jennifer Green, i1f you would give us a breakdown of
expert, Sean Trende’s analysis.

ATT. GREEN: Yes, as Sherry said, the public
comment period will close on February 23rd, so if the
public has comments, time is drawing near to get those
public comments out. And then the court will adopt a
map by March 29th. So, there will be a map setting for
the voting districts in Detroit by March 29th.

The commission has until March 1st, I believe,

to adopt a map of its own. We have a week to object and

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Redistricting Michigan Press Conference

our objections are due on March 8th and then the
special master gets to weigh in on March 15th as to
whether the proposed map submitted by the commission
has actually remedied the constitutional violations and
the racial gerrymander that the court had found.

In terms of our analysis of the current maps,
obviously, the plaintiffs would like the court to adopt
a map that keeps Detroit together to the extent
possible, and then also raises the percentage of black
voters in each of the voting districts throughout Metro
Detroit. And it also minimizes the amount of county
splits and municipal splits as much as possible.

And our expert has weighed in on each of the
10 maps and we will be submitting his analysis to the
court.

But essentially several of the proposed maps
are somewhat of an improvement over the prior maps
insofar as they do have the increased percentage of
black voters, and in terms of being slightly more
compact in terms of their geographical scope, however,
several of the maps are still suffering from the same

racial gerrymander as before.
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Some of the maps kept a lot of the lines, the
different voting district lines the same and made very
minor tweaks, which we don't believe resolves the
racial gerrymander.

And in terms of compactness, several of the
maps have districts that are still geographically very
expansive and broad or not in a small shape that is
compact, which is something that we think the court
should look at.

That's a traditional redistricting factor that
courts will look at. I think that the entire chart that
our expert has put together will be submitted publicly
with the court filing for the public to review it.

And so, if there are any detailed questions, I
have a copy of the chart with me today if you have any
questions, and it will be submitted publicly to the
court on March 8th.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: Thank you. And again, she
can answer questions afterwards. But I want to just
take a note of personal privilege that this is African
American History Month, and this is a very important

issue.

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Redistricting Michigan Press Conference

We hear a lot of feedback on why now, why
should we be stuck with for 10 years with maps that are
not compliant with the Voting Rights Act.

But we continue to choose this church and
we're very thankful for former member representative
Jimmy Womack -- doctor as well -- Jimmy Womack.

And I just want him to speak to the historical
place that we stand today and why we continue to choose
this church to 1lift up the importance of why black
leadership matters. Representative Womack.

REP. WOMACK: Thank you. Good morning. St.
John, St. Luke has been on this site since 1873. The
church originally was located where Hart Plaza is
currently, and it has a long history of a Jjustice
ministry, was involved in the underground railroad. If
you toured the church, you'll see a casket that was
used to deliver people out of slavery into Canada.

We currently still have a Jjustice ministry
dealing with the homeless population, the evictions
that occur in this city are overwhelming. We're hoping
in that regard. So, we're pleased from this long

history of a social ministry to be part of this effort,
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and particularly during African American History Month.
Thank you so much for allowing St. John, St. Luke to
participate in this.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: We appreciate you. I do want
to make sure that these issues are clear as we continue
to 1lift this up. Our attorney spoke to, gave a brief
overview of the analysis that Sean Trinde provided in
this very detailed report.

But I have to say this, and plaintiff Natalie
Bien-Aime can probably speak to it best, as we had to
really work to get her to just mellow out a bit because
we will certainly have our day in court. But it's
really disgusting that Commissioner Anthony Eid was
allowed to continue in this process with all the issues
that he has brought to this process.

We know that many of the commissioners got
into this work for good reason and just their desire to
do what i1s right and we're led astray. But it seems
like Commissioner Eid continues to have an ulterior
motive and still wishes to continue gerrymandering. And
so, the daisy map, we have all said a resounding hell

no.
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So, for those who are going out this week to
make comments, that map is egregious. It doesn't change
very much. And we need to make sure that we 1ift up
that is a very person who lacks credibility and
integrity in every facet of his -- of his existence on
this commission.

So, I want plaintiff Natalie Bien-Aime to come
and speak to the issues that she watched in many of the
hearings in which she wanted to express how she felt
about his participation in that process.

MS. BIEN-AIME: Good morning, everyone. 1'm
Natalie Bien-Aime, one of the plaintiffs in the
lawsuit, and it's been totally egregious what we've
seen over the past few months and the past two years.

When we look at the leadership that is moving
forward in making these maps and creating new
opportunities for black leadership, we have to look at
the leadership that i1s currently on the commission.

And if you look at what has been said by our
three panel judges that have upheld that he has done
some things that have been totally out of alignment and

unethical; however, they created a notice to vacate.
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However, in the last two weeks, they have now
rescinded that notice. And here we are having in this
Black History Month, deal with 400 years of slavery and
still notice that the intent is still to enslave.

And we're in a situation where we need to
speak out. So, I'm here today to talk to all of the
citizens in Detroit and southeastern Michigan and the
state of Michigan to speak out, speak up, say
something. Justice is here now, but if we say nothing
and do nothing, nothing will be done. We must speak out
about Eid.

Now it's a shame that we have to have such an
event to speak out to make people know, make them aware
of what's happening. There are congressional criterias
that must be met. But guess what? When you have
leadership that has been doing things that are
counterproductive to what it is necessary for black
leadership to succeed that means it's a misnomer.

It's like we have a conversation of nothing.
And so, we don't want to have to be back in the same
situation again. But we have the support of a three

panel judge that are saying differently. So, what we
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need to do 1s speak out as a community to say no more,
not now, not on our watch, not today. So, what should
we do now?

We have to speak out together as a community
and say no more to Eid. It shouldn't have been the
commission's responsibility as a whole to allow him to
continue. They voted as a consortium, a commission to
keep him there and they allowed him to continue to lead
in the effort of creating these new maps.

We say no more to the daisy map, no more to
some of the Bergamot maps. We have to look forward to
the maps that have been put together by the
Congressional Black Caucus here. We also need to look
at some of the others like the Riverwalk, the Spirit of
Detroit. Look at those things that have looked at how
we can keep our city together.

And with that being said, I'm going to turn it
back over because I think I've said enough. No more,
not now, not under our watch. Thank you.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: And I just want to make it
clear to Commissioner Eid that while I wish him no ill

before we accept the daisy map, he will be pushing up
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daisies. Okay? No. Hell no to the daisy map.

I'm going to have former Senator Virgil Smith
to come and speak to some of the criteria that we have
lifted up as we've talked to former members, many that
are not here, plaintiffs to talk about what is actually
expressly listed even in the final opinion of the
Jjudges.

And how you are -- how we are instructed to
draw maps during the redistricting process, the
compactness, removing the spokes, bringing us back
south of Eight Mile, not crossing several county lines.
And then just lift up the map that we have to display
today and what it composes, how many seats it
addresses, and why we chose this particular map
concept. Virgil Smith.

MR. SMITH: Good morning, everyone. So, this
map was commissioned by the Michigan Democratic Party,
Black Caucus, myself, member of the [inaudible]. We're
involved in the drawing of this map, along with former
member Harvey Santana and a few others. This map
creates a good 10, what we will call majority minority

seats.
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It does not cross Eight Mile that often. It
keeps cities whole, in my opinion, and it protects what
is a new term that we've learned in this redistricting
process, communities of interest. So, we think it means
all of the -- all of the Richter scale.

So, the population loss, the issue in the map
making process 1s the population loss here on the east
side of Detroit is what is created where we have, you
can notice the east side districts are larger than the
west side districts, because the population on the west
side 1s more dense than the population on the east
side.

So, when we did this 10 years ago, the house
map in particular, most of the lines went east and
west. Well, with the hickory map going north and south,
and then with the population, especially the African
American population, above Eight Mile, we stuck with
that north south design.

But we wanted to make sure we would hit that
majority, because the 1965 Voting Rights Act states
that you have to exhaust all options to keep a

majority, minority whole to keep the district that they
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previously are -- not necessary to keep the district,
but keep the district whole that was previously in the
last decade. So, you can't just get rid of the district
altogether or split it up.

So, I'll give you an example of that. Royal
Oak Township, the majority African American city.
There's only two voter precincts right here on the
north side of Eight Mile. A number of those maps that
have been moved by the commission and the old hickory
map split Royal Oak Township, two border precincts,
majority African American city in half.

That gets to the compactness of these
districts. So, keeping areas like Royal Oak Township
whole, Oak Park, Ferndale, and then coming into the
city, we have created what we believe are 13 majority,
minority seats in Southeast Michigan.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: So, through demonstration,
you see that we can get 13. I think that the tele map
provides 10 seats with a BVAP of 50 percent or higher.
I think the Riverwalk are all like 9, Spirit of Detroit
9, Motown Sound 9, Tulipe 9, Willow 9, and it goes on.

For those that are above 60 percent -- for
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those that are above 60 percent with a BVAP, Zotella
has about 60, the Riverwalk has 6, the Spirit of
Detroit has 6, Motown Sound has 5, the Tulip 3, the
Willow 5.

So, you see that when you have some
institutional memory and some intentionality around
working together and bringing some of the best minds to
this work and a data expert for Michigan State to show
that we can draw seats that respect the criteria of the
Voting Rights Act.

I'm thankful for Senator Virgil Smith, the
Michigan Democratic Black Caucus, Rep. Latanya Garrett,
Rep. —-- former Rep. Harvey Santana, and also Rep. LaMar
Lemmons, with his technical difficulties behind me.

You just saw in a race that Rep. Lemmons had
some of the egregious challenges that the max had in
the Hickory, and I want him to just speak briefly to --
to those races. We saw two seats that were filled by
former Rep. Roy Stone and former Rep. Kevin Coleman.
LaMar Lemmons.

MR. LEMMONS: Absolutely. What we witnessed

was the communities of interest, particularly one were
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felt that even if they were African American, that
their community across Eight Mile was concerned that
Detroit would have a greater influence on -- on -- on
the -- in the -- in the process and -- and the delivery
of services to their respective communities.

So, the some -- some might say that the party
deliberately worked and put exceeding more resources
than I've ever seen in my 50 years of politics, put
into -- to create a narrative and they were able --
only able to do that because they failed within the
city of Detroit, but they were able to do that in the
new community and that community of interest of Warren.

So, even African Americans were concerned that
if I was elected, I would only be concerned, A. About
Detroit, and B. About African Americans, and they
stated so, and they campaigned in such a fashion as to
create that narrative and spent unprecedented amounts
of money in a democratic primary race.

So, 1t 1s imperative that communities of
interest stay together, even in conjunction with the
racial factors.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: Thank you. And -- and I
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believe he has some of that literature if you all would
like to see that. That kind of speaks to those issues.
And so, when people are asking, so why are you so
concerned about crossing three county lines?

Why are you so concerned with being, you know,
having these seats that span out to McComb, know that
is, it’s the resources, it’s the issues, it’s auto --
auto [inaudible], affordable insurance. It's affordable
housing. It's affordable water.

It's a myriad of issues, education that would
come into play when those who live outside of the city,
who may empathize to some degree about our issues, but
will be beholden to the community from which they live
and come from.

So, that's why we are expressly making sure
that we 1lift up compactness, taking away the districts
that sprawl out across Eight Mile, making sure that you
respect the largest community of interest there is in
the city of Detroit with African Americans.

I'm going to bring forward former Rep.
Shanelle Jackson to make sure that we are engaging and

updating on the next dates for the testimony this week
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and the next steps in the process for making the final
decision for these maps.

MS. JACKSON: Hello.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: And her beautiful daughter.

MS. JENIFER: I wanted Blake to be here today
and I'm so grateful to have her here because this is
important. Also, grateful to have had the opportunity
to live and to serve with so many strong leaders. And
these are folks, I just -- I want to take a personal
moment of privilege here. These are people who have
Jjobs and lives.

They're not serving in the legislature
anymore, which is an amazing thing, but they're not
serving there anymore. They're taking time out of their
lives. Our plaintiffs are taking time out of their
lives because this matters. It matters for Blake's
future. It matters for folks’ grandchildren and their
children.

And so, you know, I go all over the country
talking to state lawmakers, and everybody, everywhere I
go is watching Michigan. What is Michigan going to do?

Are we going to correct this? Are we going to get this
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right for our families in one of the nation's largest
African American cities, or are we going to allow this
injustice to stand?

And so, I'm grateful for my colleagues, and I
want Detroiters, and everybody really, but certainly
Detroiters, to feel empowered and to come out, have
your voice heard tomorrow, which is Wednesday, February
21st, the first session 1s going to be at Greater Grace
Temple, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Come out and support whatever map it is you
support, but stand on something for Detroit. We need
you there. And then we'll have another session from
2:00 top 5:00 p.m. So, if you couldn't make the
morning, maybe you can come for lunch and join us.

And then we have another session at Greater
Grace Temple at 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., so you can
bring your children so they can be a part of history as
well and see us stand up. All right, and then on
Thursday February 22nd from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
we'll all be at the great Second Ebenezer Church.

We'll also be there again 2:00 to 5:00 midday

and we'll be there from 6:00 to 8:00. So, we need
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everyone who believes in Detroit, who loves Detroit,
who wants our future to be bright, and who wants to
continue our legacy of leadership, not just in
Michigan, but around the country to stand up and to be
present at one of these areas. Thank you.

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: And I just want to thank all
of my colleagues, former colleagues, and I want to
thank Chairwoman, Commissioner Alisha Bell. You're
certainly welcome to have remarks today.

Your office as well, as many of our city
council members in the city of Detroit have been kind
enough to share this information and standing in unity
on the fact that black leadership does matter. Council
president Mary Sheffield council president pro tem,
James Tate, councilman Scott Benson, councilman Coleman
Young.

I'm calling these from memory. Councilwoman
Mary Waters. They have committee this morning, but
she's a former state representative as well. And I'm
Just -- I'm just appreciative for those who have stood
up and shared this information because it's a shame

that the first meetings that we had, they were not well
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attended.

It was during inclement weather. And our
plaintiffs spoke up, Davonte Sherard, former council
member from E. course, Teresa Dubose went down to
Cadillac Place, and they were just saying well, where
are the people? So, now they're having them at churches
where there is adequate and free parking. The weather
is better.

But even if you can't get out, you can go
online and make your comments about the maps online. We
went through it last night. That opportunity is still
there. If you need help, you can reach out to our
plaintiffs, Natalie Bien-Aime, who is an expert.

But you can also email me at
sherryfordetroitlgmail.com. I believe that's the scope
of what -- of which -- of which we wish to share today,
and if there are any questions, we will entertain
questions.

MALE 1: How is this map listed? You're
telling people to go check out this map. You want them
to provide feedback on this map. What's it called?

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: So, as we go through our

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Redistricting Michigan Press Conference
22

process, we have 20 plaintiffs. The majority of them
have read their emails or picked up their phone and
took my call. I have a lot of work in calling to make
sure that everybody sees what we have here today, and
we try to work in a way that everybody weighs in.

We're finalizing that process. We're also
having our expert, Sean Trende do an analysis as he's
done with the 10 maps that are in the portal. And from
that place we will then unveil what the actual name of
the map is and try and upload files that are to the
portal, but one of the processes that we're willing to
do.

And I'm very appreciative of former Senator
Virgil Smith, who talked with Edward on the commission
about ways to even impact what they already have and by
showing —-- picking a map that most closely aligns with
the principles that we have here and making those
adjustments in the portal.

And so I won't speak to which one it is
specifically, but we're looking to going that route as
well to show some sense of consensus of working

together.
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But we've all agreed on consensus of
compactness, moving us back south of Eight Mile, making
sure that we're not spoked out, and those are -- and
maintaining true community of interest and compliant
with the Voting Rights Act.

Those are our top criteria, what we expect to
see in any of these maps as we go forward on making
sure that we maximize the amount of house seats in this
process as we move forward to the next process with the
senate.

MALE 1: You mentioned the Riverwalk map that
is already in the portal. And I think Senator Smith

said this is kind of based off the Spirit of Detroit,

which is now the Motown Sound map. So, is —-- is that
kind of how -- is that kind of how we're looking at
meeting?

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: So, I'll say this. There are
those maps that you lifted up are -- are in the portal.
There i1s a Riverwalk. There is a Spirit of Detroit.
There i1s a Motown Sound. Our analysis kind of details
which one crosses county lines more, which one has the

most seats, which one has the highest BVAPs.
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Again, we want to make sure that we are
working together, especially after we received the
analysis from our expert to determine which we will
push on to try and reflect more. I believe it's 13
seats in this map. This is the highest of any.

And so, if we could push the number of some of
these others towards this and reflect the principles
that we have in our map, then that's what we're --
we’re going to endeavor to do.

MALE 1: Do you think this map as it stands
right now will elect more African Americans to the
state legislature?

MS. GAY-DAGNOGO: Absolutely. Having 13
majority, minority seats in play certainly gives the
opportunity for more candidates to run and to be
supported and to not have to walk across several county
lines to campaign.

That's the main criteria of the voting rights
process, the redistricting process is making sure that
the black voting age population is high enough to make
sure that candidates can win.

One of the conversations we will have, though,
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is we can get some unity in our -- in our city with
black leaders, those that deem themselves as black
leaders to not work against each other, to work in
unity, to not have several people running in the same
races.

Make sure that we have those conversations and
then be mindful and respectful of those who have been
out here working very hard for years and making sure
that we have criteria on who we're going to get behind,
not just names that we've got to pick out of a hat like
some of the commissioners were done. Any more
questions? All right.

Thank you all so much again, for everyone for
being here and for supporting this process as we
endeavor to make sure and St. John, St. Luke, thank you
for those. And Judge, I believe I called your name off
already, Judge Virgil Smith as well.

Thank you all for being here. And happy

birthday to my former colleague, Latanya Garrett.
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I, Chris Naaden, a transcriber, hereby declare
under penalty of perjury that to the best of my ability
from the audio recordings and supporting information;
and that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor
employed by any of the parties to this case and have no
interest, financial or otherwise, in its outcome, the
above 25 pages contain a full, true and correct
transcription of the tape-recording that I received

regarding the event listed on the caption on page 1.

I further declare that I have no interest 1in

the event of the action.

March 14, 2024

Chris Naaden

(529860, Agee v. Benson Redistricting Michigan Press
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