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: STANDING JOINT CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING COMMITTE
Hearing on 08/16/2021 Pages2.§
 d HA. BECKET®: ALl right. T thinx it's, um, 3:? 3 1 Jjust want to renind you that, uh, that we will dop:'c.r.‘
2 now would be a typical etart. It's 6500 a'clocX. 2 have to have a forum in oier to takn thiy tostimcny.
3 (inaudible) I Xnow that wo havo sevsral people that 3 7The mll is taken for the pucpose of just & fng
4 a0 have [lamudidle} obligatians tontght, and T want 4 who ig present.
S ©o thank each of you for baing have. 5 2ud 60 that's — that’s ouT QUIPOGe for doisg
[ But &8 you know, the Jolat Cosmittes hold public § thet. At this time, I was thisking [lnzudible] that
7 deaziags to rousive, ub, suggestions ond 7 wes not proscat, and in additien to the committsa
8 cecowmadations on how the PP legioloture mxcold zo- | 8 meabers, uh, ws have two Gther merbers that I cow, Mr.
? district itself, and its four Congresaional districts, | 9  Sox Hoil and Mr. Rcbart Johnsen.

0 Durizg the courss of thm hsaring, ny chalr will 10 Aad we want to thask you all foxr you all's
11 offer mesters of the public an oppeEtwILty to give t1  wmttendance mnd, nh, at this aseting, I «~ I balieve if
12 ocomxcots t0 the committos or to give statements to tha | 12 thare's znyons slse that‘s — present, I want to thank
13 coxmittes about our upooming redistricting offorts. 13 our host Lmstitution hers Sor this facility tiat they
i And by custom, we try to give cur meabers of the § 14  have been pads gvailable to us and Just for -- just

1S publio a f£res oppartunity to soy what they wish. In 13 €or the hospitality asd thiy 15 — is (insudidle) we

16 osse it appear that there ars goicg to be wany p 16 3} d tha stats and have an opportunicy

12 who aro speaking, we do Linlt thelr tis, uh, as ta 17 prisarily to visit our institutd of higher 1 \!
10 vhat tima limic wo Lspose, will be up to me o8 odair 18 osd our commanlty collegoes-

13 depending on how masp parscns vant to spomk, and, om, |19 azd, uh, that's what moat of our facilicies are

20 just -- I mean you a1l are free to say vhat you would |30 aod ve thank -- we thank [inaudiblo) and tho ataff foc

31 ke, but I do want to meation oas thing that we do 33 all the work thay°ve done in sottfng thega -- thage

22 bave & municipal ax scunty redietriet{ng ard wa'vo had |23 meotings up. [inendible) in prepacsticn for the

23 2 1ot of conmants or questions [inaudibla) 4n the pust | 23  meacing ftself and the work —- the work on the

24 about those hearings. acd it's not that we'xa mot 24 redistricting, vh, rubers.

B i itivo ta thoss i and that pecple 25 As wva g0 ca with this mssting, onde osain, I went
1  Dbave, but it's outsids of cur pureiew. Page3 t  to thank our staff asd icusly going threugh tbop
2 Bo at this time as choir of the commiticc, I vant | 2 transcripts of the moctings ef 2010 sed the mostings
3  to call the poblic -- tha pablic hearing of the Joiat | 3  that we've hed fros our -~ this is the sixth dearing
4 Bsapportion Comolttse and Joint congressional 4 cut of aine that in this series of this year.

3 Zadistricting Committes to ocder xod askod ouz ocumsel | 5 And they've goas through and thiy‘ve gatian goce
§ to eall tbe roll of peobors prasent. & of the things that aro zozu ocamonly asked snd wocs
17 COUNSELI Jr. Dackett. 7 occoman concexns that poople dava sad kind of listad
[ KR. BRCERTT: Ners. 8 those,

H] COUNSZL: Hr. Blookssn. Mz. Drown. He. Bubenks. 9 And I'm gaing ko cavar bhose and bopafully aveo

10 Re. Toxd. 10 If you don°t ask a quostion about them, I vant a
1 MR, FORD: Bere. 11 atatesent about that {{naudibls) and it might ansver a
[+ COURBEL: Mr. Rorigold. Mr, Roed. 12 concern or at least providn scaa information that you
13 M3, READ: Berw. 13 doa't have, that you don't Rava.

14 COUNBELY Mr. $hapko. U] One thing %6, uh, vhy do we redistriot, snd X
L} ME. BEANNSt ReXe. 15  need bo point, uh, that both the fedsral
16 COUNBEL: Mr. Zaylor. 16  coastitutionnl requirca a one pecrzoa one vota requires
11 W, TAYLOR: [Rere. 17 oo to redistriot botk tho Congressional districts and
i COouNsSEL:  Mr, White. mr. xirhy? 18 the Lagislative districis every 10 yeors following ths
L i, XIRBY; Eare. 19  Census. kdditionally, Section 254 of our Corstitution

20 COUNSXL: Mr. Bryan. Wr. Osilar. Mr. Hewkins. Me. |20 of 1019 requires that we -- requires radistricting ia

22  ©opgsea. 11 our lagislatare.

22 KR. HOPGOWe Bexn. a2 8o, it'm -- although it say bo a painful process
23 COU¥SELI Xr. Parkec. Mr. fGiomonn. Mr. Tats. Ns. |23  end it maybo a proooss tRAt SVeTIyoRe Coesn't
24 Tocner-vord. Mr. Higgions. ¢ necssssrlly enjoy, uh, but going tdrough it, the end
] KR. BECKETt: ALl xight. thenk you. Uh, and I %3 result is samathing that is required --zequired by lew
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1 to be dane. Page ¢ 1 m,mm‘umuntmma—thld-dhsz
2 Uh, the other thing 18 you koow, wvags -- wikea 3 tor Bouse district, sad t2a ideal size for & Ddenats
1  wo'ye commence redistrioting mnd I just wast you il 1 distriot snd for cur Mouss distriot is, ch, around
4 to Ymow that redigtricting has started. Additicaally, 4 24,273 people and you oan hsve — using & five perceat
5 T quess [iasudible] I guess it roally stactod with tdc | 5  daviasica room, ycu can either be wp or dovwn fxom
€ taking of tbe Csnguy, if you want to kgow the truth é that.
7 about that, that’s sotually when it started. 7 Jor Genata, wo're locking st 55,948, The seno
(] But this cormittee, uh, was organipced back aroond | €  thing, it could be up or down, but please nota that
9 Julg, that tine frome and ax I said, this is the sixth | 9  tha Congtessicnal districts, uh, wo're lookisg st
10  in tha perles of nina <= nine meotings that wa're 10 740,320 people, with serc doviation.
31 going to be having going arcund tha stato. And 1o, n 50, you'll notico that, on, as wa'm soving
12  zodistrictlog has staried, 12 aleng, you'll 384 that all tha Missiwsippi House anéd
1 ¥s ara at the beginaing of a proceEs, not nesx 13 Snaato distrSats ara not going to ba idencical in
14 tba finish line, but wo wra — wo are just -- we azp 14 eive. They're going to be within that devistion, but
35 just bogimning. And you know. wh, the qualifying 1S ths -- bat ths Cangressional districts, ud, dsa't
16  dsadline of naxt gear, uh, tar Congrossional 16  allow for devistlon so thay'll all be witbin -- when
17 redistrictizg, oor efforts ia tho Congrussional 17  basicslly ooo vata of «ach other, so they vill ke
10 rodistrictlng will come fixst and -- and will ocour 18  extrozzly closc.
19 during the fall of this yesr. 19 Un, you kaow, (a doing that, we will vsz every
20 S vill be wvorking on ouwr ~- on the Lagislativa - |20 effoxt pcssible t0 -- to not have [inssdible)
21 - legislature doring the months of tha 2022 21 preoincts, thoy're not the eame.
22  (iraudible) sessi 8o, in X . ¥ y and 2 Son, oo guestion we normally get ars [fnaudibla)
23 #arch, wa'll be working on Legislative zedistricting., |23 we may drew a fanily that dsesn’t bave any (Lnacdible]
24 Ve have 2 1itzlc nore tins for thoes bafoce 24 bt after ve got through than the coustics are going
23 qualifying. It will be a llttle over a ysmar later oa 2% to druw their distxicts and they'ss 9oing to bo
Page? Prg 9 |
1 thoso. 1 Inoresaisg lots, which they'te going to split some of
2 Um, you keow, why -~ why o wo have to maks 2  the districto -- come of tha distcicto we're going ¢o
3 ohanges to aistrict bocause of population shifcs, th, 3 draw will not be split, thou thuy'sxo guisy to change
¢ you know, we will Bt requixed to maka chenges 2nd, uh, | ¢  the linea acd thexe will actuslly bo aplit procincts.
5  we'rc going to feoo challengen in making the changes. 5 And they've reguired t do that, Jt's oot like
[ AS va Qo across the atate, there ara certain 6 they're dolng it just beocsuse they waat to, but
7 pasts of ths statc, you con see all of these 7  they've required.
B (inaudible) have lost population (3nxudible] in soae [} tn nost casss, if their districts are smaller
9 aress, s {ower oross, bol thecxe ace some aress that 9  than ours, and thoy're just going to go -- will
10 have gained populatian. And theh a lot of the ptate 10  roguire changing and moving axournd.
11 has stayed ml.ul.;-Lr ¢lose to wkat thay had before. 1n un, you Xaow, wo storved this procoss with Ceatus
12 They galned or lost & axall emount. But through 33 estimates and you might ask why wo oven statted this
13 pl) of that, all of thoss instancen couse problerg for - 13 just beaause we had dalays -~ thars wers delays ia
14 un and beosuso ~- Lhoy're a unlque oot of .14  proocessing the Consiuo data.
18 difficuttios, whothsc your area is gaining populatica |13 Aad tho aotual avabers that wo vse in
16 or whother your mres is losing population, it becowes |36  rwdistrlotlsy weca nat svailabla when starting this
17 == it bacomes difficult to dray the districts. 17 process ind we couldn't wait any 103967 beosuse tko
18 Wo have to bo hare in the southwestsra part of 19  time frase that we had to do tho redistricting, those
19 tha stabe, if you cotice, there's been a populstics 19  estisates had bacn used in the past.
20  loss io a lot of thio axes. 1 think oeny of tha 20 Shey’re [inzudible] to show us vhat araas of tbe
21 countiesr arcund it aro — thece are o covplo of 21 stato have gained populaticn, lost populstice, but
22 distcicts that show o loss, 32  tbey're not ussful or oan’t ba ussd to deaw distriots.
23 som0 distriots or counties have lost moxe thes 23 we startsd out with any preolnct detn, bssically.
24 othars. But averall, wa're looking st a loss of 24 Tho comaittcs has recaived the nusbers Thburzday
35 population in this part of tko statn, 25 or Friday of last weeX énd they‘'re in che process of
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Pags 18 Page 12
L using that data, and amw Eaps |insudibie] are dvo Bud | 1 things thar -~ that ssem to people it ]
2 are besed on tha finjshed data that they cecesved, 2 the state.
3 which T nead to teld you that Sapeeswber 38th 4» the 3 Uh, but, yoo ksow, just waat to romind you that,
4  sbsoluee drop-dasd date that eny, I woald say, 4 oh, that the rules of tha House covared in Jaint
3 anything that might have to be changed in the dete 5 Ccomaittees, and ve vwill hardlo 8ush natters as the
6 will be changed by then, 6 ouss would handle them.
T We don‘t anticfpatu therm will Yo any chazges and | 7 th, if 1 hava a meaber of the pablic contact the
8 i€ theze are chaages, ve anticipato minar chenges. But | § comsittee to provide information or to book tims on
9 iust Xnow that by Soptomber 30th, we will -- thars S  the public 20cese ocaputars, ch, and I'n going to read
20  will not ha asy acre changes. 10 these svan though you a1l have the written infonsation
1 lore thas likely thoy'll look sxactly like these |11 im froat of you.
11 - chese nombers we 2svo right hara. Um, you know, tbe | 12 Ub, I'n roading £t for tha benefit of thesa who
13  other thing is, yoa koow, how many members of the 13 are hing oa our woboust ad 80 evexydody doesa't
U pabliy particlpste in this process, and thers's 14 have tho bepefit of aaving the infornavica in front of
15 ssvezal waps. 15  them. 80, that why ve ask that we identify curselves
16 e is by df ing thelr at this 38 and these things.
17 socting, We're Bere ta hesx yosr ooncemns this sveaing § 37 But do you have &uy coowents that you want to
10  cod wa will 1isten to any natter that you wish to 38 (iaaudiblo} send them to Ted Booth, Gtaff Coungel,
19 bring to our atteation sbout how and whsre we drav 19 Joint Respporticnaent Cammittaw, PO Box 1204, Jackson,
30 cocgressional and [egislative distriots. 20 Nissimnippf, 39215-1204, ar ssnd snails to
21 th, we waat to lat tha publjo knnw thet you muat | 21 ted.boothipeer.as.gov.
22 sign tho onxd wich your nexs so tho oomuictes can 6all | 22 And pleese provide information far the staft to
23  on you. 23  follow up, such ao emoil address or telephons numbers.
24 %o, if you have qucstions you would like or a 24 ¥o'va kad people that bave sent things in without any
23 prateamat you wald MXe, not quasticns, but if you 23 way to contsot them back. And s0 in order to hclp the
Page 1l Fage 13
1  bave statement you would ike to maks, that is What wo | 1 etaff €0 they can reply, pleass then put your asail or
2  upe heace for, to take your stetaments and -- and your 2 your nddress ob that.
3 opioilens about things, uh, plusno ank tho otaff, lot 3 Uh, the publis access for congressional
4  her knaw that you would 1ike to == that you hsve n 4 redistrioticg vill coxmence following tha delivary of
5 comment and wik for a card, end turn it in with your 5 ha final Pl 94-171 dats, which should com to closa
6 paxg on le, ©N, and 50 wo'll - we'll -- 1st's sea 6  in Sspteaber. Tha public access will last for three
7  than ¥a'1) call you, 7 weeks, uh, to it will be three vesks from tha £irst of
° 05 can also avbaib gny puggestions to tdo 9 Soptembor and for the Legislature, for the stacs
9 ocamlttes in writing or by esall, uh, acd yus can, uh, | 9 logiolature, will ocour aftar Jancery 1, 2022 and last
10  taks advantigs of tho opportunity to e the 10 for thras wesks.
11 cozmittes's public sccess oomputer terminels. n Vg, ¢o I have any mesders of tha coomittes that
12 Thay‘ll be a time bhat I°11 sat out that you can |12  {insudible| Me'za going 6 ~- &t Lhis tive, we'zre
1) do thet. In this hearing, what kiod of concerna does 13 going to opsn it up for aay commsnts thst we might
14  tho omnittes mssd to hosr from the publla and that’e |14 huvo axd do I Save — oh, Hs. FPrexiex. I dida't vant
15 banoically aaything that's oa your aind is the simple 1S to mispronounoce that, oo I apologize,
16  angver. 18 MS. PRARIZR: As you mald, I'a |insvdible) and
17 Th, wo oay have heard it fram sooaons else and we | 17  T'D Rere as a representative cf thes — as a sesbet of
16 =may have hsard it at anmother location. Bat, if it's 10 the (foazaible] Nissiseippd jinsvdible] MAACR and
19 your concera, than ve want t0 hesr it from you. Ud, 19  cepresenting tho stats confersnca of the RAACE.
20  just as en exanple of scme thiogs that we've hasrd in [ 20 The redistricting p is & oritical g
21 oho pest, we'vo heard Voting Rights Act Goaco¥ay. 21 of the Democzatic proccsa st the locdl, state aad
22 Vo've hnard coroerns about spliltiug peeuinots. 22 fedaxol leval. The oitiscas of Coagreasional Dluteict
23 Wo'vs heard concezns about splitting up of 23 3 &nd sorcss the mtats have a right to voloe their
24 municipalitiss. We'vy heard coacarns abhout districes 2¢ concerns and opinicns about the nature of tho drawing
25  that xre odd shapad. Ts ehort, we've kasrd most of 28  of diastrict lines that ensure feir maps.
www.huseby.com Huseby Global Litigation 800-333-2082

SDT-SJLCRR-000287

JTX-028-004

'



Case 3:22-cv-00734-DPJ-HSO-LHS  Document 275-8  Filed 07/08/25
STANDING JOINY CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING COMMITTE
Hearing on 08/16/2021 Pages 14..17
Page 14 16
1 The ipsuo of votsz supprscalon sarcas Distrioct 3 1 state legislaturs that I've evar sttendsd. So, U'm new
2 4n ths etato ral , guestions about the 2 st this aod I'm learaing.
J  clectaral process, izoluding the lack of fair 3 8o, If T'n going in the wreng divectica, please
¢ diseriots 88d & wosen's sight va choose their cw 4 put na back on the tzsok, &4 I just sioply bavs
$ political representation, ead not ths opposile. § questions concersing the poucess. Mhesn you draw these
[ Missiesippf is coe of the nost restristivo statas | 6 Legislative and Congresaional linas, the legislutore
7?7 in the nation for wotsrs and [insudiblo}. Laws aad 7 getw together and they do that. An I corresct?
8 practioes that Limit pur fusndomentel rights to engege | 8 8o, aftor that, then you make that pressntation
$ in polivical processes, excuss ma, limit our S  to whom ox do you Just drav these lines, you vote on
10  fundamentad rights to engege in the politlosl procass. |10 it and it's put in place. Dos the pablis bave as
11 Tals state’s leck of onlise voter registraticn, early |11  opportunity to seo uRat you have put together pricr to
12 voter xegiserstion programs and au absartas vating 12 anything haing ensoved?
13 oysten tbat requires meoy ateps provides to ke p¥] MR. BECXETT: Tho xopreseuntative would.
" 1y buxd for vot 1 MR. JORMSOMs 1n AAswOr ©O YOUT =~ &8
135 The COVID~19 pandewioc made it even worme. Nany 19 copreseotstive of thie arca, in enswer to your
16 statas have igplemsated the dallat drop pragran and 16  guestion, tbe legisiaturo will —- thaco haezings we
17  other atforts to endure the pafety of Doth voters and |17  have ard hear your testimeay, but we'll go back to the
19 ¢ho alsction of olectad officials befors the 7020 18 legisleturs.
19 eloction. 19 This Committee will wark on Mings and dear up
0 Mississippi oculd have done tho some thing ko 20  lines sod then we a8 & lagislators wil) vote on
2) inozesso mafoty and acccan by devoloping early voting |21  whethsr or pot ead pt wb the p jon
32 prograas and other ®measyrcs that were mads -- would 2 s,
23 have made lirited -- eliminated lang lises and close 3 Sut as & citixen, 1f yoo don’t agrea with what is
34 oontact oa elsction day. but we did vot. 24 odopted by the leqielature, you have atanding, ot &s
3 instead wa passed logislation allowizg 15 an individusl, but as a group, yoo have standing to
Page 15 Prgel?
1 iodividuals who ocatacted tha vAruses, Or were 1 challange that redistricting process.
2 caregivars t0 use this us an excuse to voto by 2 But thet will be your caly chance to do that
3 abstntss ballot, This cacsed nore oonfusion for 3 Mmhmmmmﬁthw
4  aitiszess end slection vorkera who then bad ko put 4  meetings end talk to mo and talk to other poopls and
8 their own health at risk to provido ballots for 5 tell them wdat you disagree with about it.
6§  individuals with the vizus. 6 ¥S, HORROH: Gkay. So, why are ve having these
7 Yoter suppression comes in many forma with the 7 hearings?
§ moat prossing issue baing voter [inaudible]. 8 MR. BRCXRTI: Ke're having these —
§ Gecrymandsring and polling places closed and then 9 K5, MORROW: What are you tsaching me and —
16 confusion is oroatsd on Blestion Day. 10 MR. BECKETT: MNo're hawing these hearings for the
n Without measurea to gomedy thene problens, votar | 1] purpose of bearing your concems and your Inpnst before
12 euppression will recain o th to tha ic 12  deciefons are made about how the digtricts aze drawm
13  process in Mississippi, 2he citizens of Adama County 13 and not sameona’s concerns after they're dravn.
14 deservn a falr voting process that [iasudible). u The parpoea §s to — for people to identi€y how «
1 tho develepmant of felr district licas at the 15 - how they would 1ike the diatricta to be draw, what
16 locsl, stats and fedsral levsd can help to reduce 16 you folt like adequate representatica in your area
17  votar suppzession sud help us creats an elactoral 17 would look like and whether -- vhethsr you == whot
18 procass that offers G & right to full (inaudible] o |18 oowumities, vhat's been done in the past that you
13 full and velmpsaizod political pacticipsticn. Thack you : 19 3em‘t like.
20 for your coscam. 20 Um, bov you wuld like for — things you would
N MR. BECREBTZ: Shank you. [insudible] 21  like the Committee to consider as they‘rs dradog the
2 M8, MORROM: EHow is everyoma thiz evening? 22 districts. That's the purpose of the beacinga.
2 V. BECKRTT:  [ineudible) 23 HS. MOBBOW: Gkay. I'm still having scae
a8 XS, MOXROM: I'm mot very faoiliar with this 24  reservations. 1 didh't intzoduce myself. My aome is
23 prucags. This ia the fivet public hearing befare tho 25 Bobby Bingham Morrav and I an represanting the SANCP
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1 Vicksburg brench, emis 1 mwﬂmmmwm'upmww”
2 I, frou ¥dat you — the teo gentleten just said 2 wa'l — we'll wozk and vote oo whatover the
3 tome, you're stating — you're saying that this Isny | 3  recomendstices are that they cane back, but your
4 opportunity to have inpot intn what peo do. 4 ability to 4gree or disagrea will ba through your
S After you lesve here, you‘ra guing to go and 5 legleletive vepresentation or throogh some legal
§ you're qoing to draw these Lines and you're going ¢o § action that will come after we adopt something.
7 9o aheed mad vote and put these put thess lines in ? XS, MORROM: I'm still having problens with that,
8 placs. 8o, Lhis will be law. 8 butI e~ Yoguess I'll -=T‘ll Just I'll — I'Ll —I'll
9 Thia will be vhat the Lines are and then I'n 9 talk to my representatives about that. But -- but T ¢o
10 given the opportunity to oome In and -- and protest or |10 want to meke this point, is that there should be an
11 -~ or show ny agreement with what you've done. Is that {11  opparhunity. This is ane of my disagreseenta,
12 what you're saying to me? 12 By disagreemcnt is that there should be another
1 MR, JONEM: Ho, lek me be clear, You dom‘t — (23 opportunity after you have aome to an agreeswnt on the
M  yoo don't protest. fou ~~ you —- what we anticipate is |14 Lioes that you are going to draw, there should be an
13 if you're dissstistied with the way the Lines am 15  opportunity for the public to have Input at that point
16 dramn, and as a citizen, like in the Thicd Distwict, 1 |16 because hopefully, especially in ay cage, I will know
17 anticipate that these gentlenen wvill drav a 17 enough, T will know a little bit mere about
18 Congressional distrier that I vm't agree with. 18 redistcicting baned oo the mmbers that we've resaived
1 And 00, I'1l be Interested In talking to people |19  frzm the Census.
20 eond citizens who will be interested in -~ §n filinga |20 And I'11 kaow enough to ask what [ would consider
21  logal action to challenge tha way thoae Lines are 31 {ntelligent tmestions that would affect the comunity
42 dram. Yoo know, Shaw versuy, yh, Tennessee or 22 a8 a wiole.
243 pesphis, thore have been @ nurder of cases vhere 3 I'n ~ I'n speaking to yau just from the
20 people bave challeaged because of, uh, they violated |24 standpaiot of where T stand on redistrictiog trylng to
35 the Yoking Righta Act or they're nob conkiguous or 25 lean nore sbout it, but I just thick that - that
Page 19 ~ Pagedl |
L  conpact or tha lines not drewn. 1 just for tha basie eitigen, evary one of us should
2 But you know, thoro will be discussions Leter. 2 have anothar opportunity to come and voice our opinion
3 Iet e tell you -~ let mo say this. The unfodrness of | 3 oo the linea that you have drawn. Please allow uo
4 vhot's happening now lg that the — the legislature 5 | 4  that, Thank you.
5 txying to have open hearings and Lalk to yw ebaut H] MR, BECKETT: That's it. AlL right. That’s the
6 redistricting, but you don't ngwe the benefit of 6 caly two, ul, Toquests that I had ot this time, Is
7 nowing enough aboat redistricting vhen we have these | 7  there anyona on the ccmittee vho would like to say
8  kind of weekings to coxe in and ask all the 8 anything?
9 appeoiate questions. 9 SALE: May I say aceething real quick?
10 But you see all the perple sitting here. ¥at I {10 ¥R, EECEETT: Yeah, sure, sure,
11 would suggest to you ia Lhat as you listen to this, n HALE: We have by the vay 23 the chairman naid,
12 contact pour representatives and — and get nare 12 we have a lot of people that are watching online, He
13 Informetion. And a3 this process is qolng on, you con |13 have had some that have had COVID. We have same that
14  talk to tha paopla, for instance if yw're in 14 have had other issues, plus @ long way fram Tupelo or
15  Vicksbuzg, you're aither xepresested by 15  cCorinth to here.
15 M3, NOEROSh Mr. Hopson. - 16 So, us, 20, you Ynow, fo ve have o ~~
17 MR, Jo@s0t: I forget abaut ¥y good friend, M. |17 ovoryooe's wakching including the Lisotenzot
10  Benator Hopeon. But yeeh, you talk to tham about what |18 Govemos's staff. But said all that to sy that I'm
19 your concerns are, vhat yau'd like bo see happen buk | I9  geeing Dave Deering here makes ne xiss Bob Deecing,
20 that's going on in the procesa. 20 Be's — glad you're here.
21 But yegh, when wa leave here, we go in as a H HR, JORNS@) Hr. Chairman?
22 legislature bocaune wa're a representative n Q. EBCRETT:  Sure.
2) leginlature, And we take the informetion we've n ¥, J0ENSON: Since, I'm at haw ond pecple don't
24 gathered dere, 2¢ oee me a3 much a3 they heed to, I'a going to say & fev
a5 1'mnot on the committee but X will 1isten to 5 words.
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R, EBCKEY™: ALl xight. Yon‘re weloase to.

NR. JORSSCRH Ul Just as a backgruxxl, so on
redistricting, Mississippd is one of the state's
either 33 of 29 states that hava to cooply with what
yoo call compactness and contiguousness, which neans
that vhen you draw a Line you just can't, you know,
randamly deaw things to benefit one aide of the other.

They have to meke sense. And you also, even
though we do — don't have the Voring Rights Act, uh,
Sectim S of the Voting Rights Act, the way we used
to, wbere you would bave, uh, Justice Oepartment pre-

1
2
3
4
5
6
1
8
9

80, all those thicgs will come into
cansideration. But T hava — I bave no interest and I
will not stand by and T would hopa that none of you
would and see a district taken amy or a district
reduced.

Yeu vant to continue to have, you know, the
representation that you have, bet you also wont to be
gble to have a state legislature that reflects the
population snd the demographlc in the state of
Mlssisaippt end that may require 3 -- a — some
disegrecment with saybe sbere the lines are dram oF

Page 8 of 22

elosranca before you adopt a plan. 12 pogbe the districts that are drawn,

You sufll bave to abide by, uh, the law that saya |13 But you, tha lady from Vicksburg, ésked the
you eannot dilute minority woting strength or the 14  correct question and have correct coocems abaut
ninority, ub, ability to elect pecple In the arsa. And |15 baving sone Anpot before we cdopt something amd the

16§ 80 thare's still in ny opimion, as a lawyer, there's 16 only thing that's loft for you i8 some legal action

17 soma question about what -- vhat does dilution zean? |17  that you bave to take, uh, on behalf of the citisens

19 I — I — I feal ke right nov wa have districts |18 In yooz ares or becsuse you don't have the Deperinent

19 that are extrerely polarized, And in that seese, with |19 of Justice protection like we had.

20 the oventislning swjocity of one perty or one race 20 Bopefully, before edopt & plan, they‘ll pess a

21  over amother aoe in the legislature, T wuld suggest 21  nev, sh, Yobing Rights Act in Congzess, but right now,

22 to you that that is a dilction of African-Mmerlcan 22  yoo don't have those provectiong.

23 voting strength. Somo pacple would disagree with that |23 So, thase are the kind of things we have to

24  bot thogs ave the kind aof isauss that you would bring |24 consider and those are the things between these

35 up and those are the kind of issuca that ag your 25 hearings, uh, that whan you lezve here, and ym
Page2d Pq:??

1 representativa, I would be talking shout it in the 1 understand.

2  legialation. 2 Por instance, what yoo just maid about having

3 Uh, but T can tall you that ag a representative 3  aoee inpot later, it's something that the chairxen

4 legislature, the leginlature is alwayn cpen. Ad even | 4  could — can’t consider vhether or not once ve adopt a

5 though wo -- we may not ooee to you here 1n this S plan, ke may want to do ancther tour.

6 district and have hearings, 1 always Gay that the zost 6 Probadly not, but he may want to just to answer

7 loportant thing you ctn do as a voter ig to vislt your | 7 wsome of those concerns. Those are the kinds of things

8  legislature and have meetings and talk to the people 8  that these bearinga are gond for. Here are the things

9 who repregent yoo and this le a critical time and it 9 that you may find inadequate or you're dissetistied

10 moy take soae sacrifice, but T would eccourage people |10 with and maybe we can maka soms corrections in this

11 &3 ve g0 through this redistricting process to sttend 11 process.

12 some of those reappoctioment meetings, and to be 2 MR. EECKETT: All right. Aayone — anyane else

13 ther. 113 have anything?

L] and to understand vhat's gaing on and to bave u MR. JOARSON: Representative Robert Johnsoo from

15  some say in it. You may not be sble to speek at the 1S  District 94 aince we're filwing this for anybody that

16 comittes, but you can talk tn your represcntative 16 geeds to know.

17 Imwilately after or on a break and have pome fnpst | 17 FOB:  [inandible]

18 because this Is a critical time. 18 MR, BECRBTT: All dight. Do ywu need — do yoo

19 There have been reduction in gopulation in — 1n |19 bave a cami? The staff will give you coe becasse we'll

20 the Second Congresaional District; thers's been a 20  have a record thes of vio all

21 plight increase in some other districts. Thare's been |21 HR. BOPSOM: Mr. Chairman, while she comea

22— for iootance, in Southwest isaisaippi fn the eves |22  forward, may I spesk wmentarily? Thenk you.

23 that I and Saa Mllls represent, there hes been ) think | 23 MR, BECKETT: Yeah. You're move than weloome to

24  olose to 10 parcent meduction In pupulation. I know in |24 come op. ¥ just need a ne on the cerd for oor

25 Mdaey County it has been, 235 recoxds.
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1 MR, HOPSON: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair. And | 1  are going to do everything that you esn to meke sure
2 Hs. Horrow ia a constituent of mine and 1 know her and | 2 that, you know, within yoor — within yoor means —
3 T thisk T will echo what Representative Johnson said, | 3  within your pover to make sure that that happens
4 wy friend from this neck of the woods. 4 carely becouse they are a teadache for the — for the
5 MR, JOBGOY:  Thet's cight. 3 pall workers,
6 W, HIPSMH: Yoo know Ye're here esch of uy am [ They're a headache for tha Election
7 wwmmdmmnwmzm 7 Comissioners. Thay're confusing as beck for the
@ be, vh, advised., we went to be told what the concerns | 8  woters and they're just frmtrating for everybody and
9 that you have, and Babby of course you can reach out 9 tho candidates, Bo, wn, I's glad to bear that and I
10 to oe anytine, sposk to me about your omcerns. 10 opploxd that. Thank you.
n And T thick I speck for every legislator to sy |11 HR. EECKETT: Representative Reed,
12 to say this is the beginaing of that process wheve ve | 12 KR. READ: Ma'am, I think it was mentfoned
1 Listen to what is, uh, what concerns gou — what yo 13 (inaudibte| Benry and Jackson but, ub, mo, talking
14 think shent the ald districts and what you think yo 14 sbout split precincts.
15  night want a naw district to appeae dike on the maps. |15 Ne're here for Congrossionsl and Stata amd 1'd be
16 Rod T thirk if wemory serves me comrect fronthe |26 willing to bet you when we get threugh, T would Just
17 last tine we did this 10 years ago, uh, there will be |17  say the Last tire we had vexry, very fow split
18 o tism when the sapy ond the districts are drawn and 18 precincts, oot in the levels, Okny. We &b oumm first.
19 there was that period we had neps actually posted ot | 19 He have to zhide by one mn, one rule just —
20  the capitol, uh, for people to — bo, vh, we didn't 0 now, shat's said that's what we have to go by, Well,
21 have hearings around the state, but thore was il quees vhat? After can we get those things the vay we
22 definitaly aa opgartunity and I belleve thot will ke |32  weat bhes, hers comes your comty governaent,
243 an opportunity for anybody to go online, oome ta the 23 supervisors.
24 capitol, call ne, Bobby, you can call mo anykime or | 24 They have to abide by the one man one rule they
23 onybody czn to say here‘s what I like or don't like. 25  have shifts in their population. they've got draw
Page 27 Page
1 And that's vhat we're here for and then of cowse | 1 districts and it might — it probadly not going to
2 et sme poinl, we'll have to adopt, wh, an a group 2 concw with whot we have,
3 both the Ganate and the Housa the various maps that 3 Then, if you want to really get -- thay get
4 would be approved, 4  theirs, then here caes the clties if there's two ar
5 And T say, varicus because we have Eovse, Scoata, | 5  three mumicipalities in the county and then they draw
6 &nd as £t vaq nentioned at the beginning, the § thelr digtricts according to guidelines,
7 Congresajonal oeps. That will probably b done earlder | 7 80, it's just about inpossible oot to have an the
8 s I think the chair said. 8 — on the muicipality, split precincts in the county
9 8, there 19 a provess. & don't want people ta 9  but at our level, we're — we will definitely be
10 feel at all like they'ra being left out. I think I 10 working to txy to eliminate anything 1ike that because
11  epesk for every legislator by saying — in saying that [11  ve understand tha hardship it does put.
12 wo «mnt to hear from you t5 this process goes foarvard. |12 But the nature of the boast is, you Jnow,
11 Bot good questices, Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair. |13 federal, etate, county and thea the maicipalities sad
0] M, EXRETHs All right, Um, we have gotten & 14 then by the tine everybody gots through chopping, wh,
15 ooople nare questions and 50, th, Deering. X believe I {15  ym're guing to ave split preciocts.
16 got that one first so 16 That's just ny peracnal cpinion bocanse everyone
17 ¥3. DEERING: Bi gentlemen. Thack you all foc 17  has o 9o by certain guidelinas, cectain rules,
18 coming to Adam Conty to Balches and to Adams Cousty. |19 certain percentages. You know, you just might lika,
19 ig ip po ixportant. 19 uh, the gentlerwan from Ratahes, was talking.
20 O, I want to sxy that I echo scoe of the E You don't just draw lines. Thers has to b a
21 oonoerra, nany of you concerns that you said yoo've 21  reasn you're drawing lines or vhat you have to keep
2 beard around the state about split precincts or 12  the saxe ratio, Samd propartions.
23 spiitting up mmicipalities. 3 Tt is a very, very delicate procekre you have to
2 Split precinets partientarly, v, and T vas glad |24 go through. Row, be was talking about maybe there
25  to hear you say that Chairman Beckett, that you all 25 would ke come foderal legislakion,
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1 1 don't lowew but right nov, we're doing the best 1 £ you're going to hold a town hall mesting, is
2 W can and I do not beliave we will have split 2 it golng to be in the nevepaper? Would It come back to
3 grecinots on our level. If we do, it wdll be vexy, 3 Aloora State University? @hat fora of media vehicle
4 wvery fow. But it's — it's all on down vhere thal ¢ would you nge to disseminata that infomation?
S really stacts out. And I, you Joowd — 5 HR. JOIMSOM: These hearings are not required. Tt
6 MR. BECEETR: The split precincts are a perzomal | § used to be under the Voking Rights Act that you had to
7 thing with ce. The first time T ran, T had 23 50, wa, | 7 have public hearings befcre you started redistricting.
8 I know I the difticulties that cin cause, the yote -- 8§ We're dolng it a3 a courtesy uow.
9 just the voter. 9 But 83 your representarive as this process goes
10 If thare was voter frand, I wauldn't say Itvas |10 along, berause this is a very criticel time, I will be
1L anybody's feult. there were just mistakes made by poll |11 bosting fox cor exea, District 84, we're going to have
12 wockers, Mhen you have that many split peecincts, 12 sore meetinga about the dreving of the lines and hoe
11 you're geing to heve them, Um, Ma. Holmea? 13 the Thixd District vill be effected.
u XS, BOEMES: Bello. I'm Danielle Eclmes with the |14 I will hold those bere in Adcxs County an those
15 Hisaisnippi Poor People’s Carpaign. I bave two 15 issues, but they don't have a responsibility to cam
16  cuestions. ¥hen will Hhe map be availahle for pblic |16  back down hexe to do anything else. They may do it as
17 viguing, ta, and consideration? 17 a mtter of courtesy but for information purposes, 1
18 HA. BRCKETT: Actually ot this hearing, we're 19  intend ¢o do that. I think it's ixportant.
13  here to toke your cosrents end concercs aad -~ ad 19 M, BRICGEOTER-IRVING: Thaak you. And I'm
20  just your vequests. Uh, that‘s not information even I |20 sharing that bocause I have had a lot of cancernad
21 don't even know it at this point in tice, He don't 21 citizens calling and osking.
22 bave a set ~= & set time and 50 T couldn’t answer that |22 MR, JOANSOH: Yesh,
23 questien, 3 ¥5. ERIDGEMATER-TRVRG: U, thelr concerns about
b1} N5, HOMES: 50, ahee you et the act time, vhen |34  tho redistricting. So, thank goo.
25 wlll it be cade avallable to the public ar bow soon 5 M2, JORNSON: You're welocon. Nr. Chairran, could
Pgedt Puge33
1  will it be mxde svailable for mblic viesing? 1 you also give the informatioa because T don't have
2 ¥R, BECXETTs I mean there's aob a set saowot of 2 tbhmtheyashdnhltihummldhm.
3 time. $here's — there's — the law doesn't heve asat | 3 But there Is also a time when the publis will
4 time, 4 have zccess to the Censvs information. Do you know
H XS, HIMBS) Ave any legislators willing to bold, | S  when tkat will be available to them? I anticipate
§ ov, hold bearings and commity tow hall forurs on & somcbody asking ne that.
7 redistricting? 1 MR. BECKETTs Is it now? What site, what’s a
8 MRe XIS You wean after this? 8 mblic site that —
9 H5. BOLKEI: Aftex, an-hwm., 9 MR. JOUNSONI Yeah, I dn't know how to —
10 M. JURISON: Sure, pes. ¥e intend to. Sawe of us | 10 MAIS: Tt's census.gov and we're begimning to put
U intend to. 11  information oo cur wbsita right now. ¥e'ze begirning
12 #), RSt Sone of you are, '12  toroll the muzbers out so that paople vill be sble to
13 M. JOREN:  Yes. 13  take a look at the saoe kind of things that am on
u n3. BOCMES: ALl right, Thankn. 14  bandouts and 1'11 be happy to provide you with the
15 MA. EECKETT: Wa. Beidgewater-Irving, 15 information an how to get that.
16 15, BRIDGIMATER-IRVING: Good evening and thank 16 M3, BRIDGEHATER-JRVING: Thack you g0 very such.
17 you for having ze dvn froat. My aae €s Pelicia 17 MR, ESCKETT: All right.
18 [Irving and I'a in Ward Four. Redistristing would be i8 FENAIR: I have another question. Do I have to
19 sowething new for me. 19 fill aut encther card?
o Hy first covplete tam going into oy sacond term. |20 MR, ECKETT If At's a question that smeme
21  Houcver, she actuslly asked the question I had omoern |21 might went to answer afterwerds, we're really aot set
2 about. ¥hen will toxn hall moetings take place and ore [22 up to answer questions. If you heve a ooment o
23 there availadble days go that we con gather more 23 oomethirg.
24 informtion on the meetings so that the public will 6 FENALE: I do have a suggestion.
B oo, 25 ¥R, BECKETT: (Xay,
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1 FRGIZ: Cao you besr me? 1  and which ones have loat popalation. And they've kind
2 MR. BECKETT: No, we have people viewing a0 if you | 2  of told and this oaterial has what's ao ideal size.
3 don't nind ooning down, The paople in the toom conld 3 50 — 50 you're gaing to kaow which anes bave to
4 probably hoar you tut — 4 get lavger, which ones dave to ¢ot enaller and if — I
s ¥B, BOIMES: [ first wank to say that [ really do | 5 know they're kind of hamd to seo but it does have the
6 appreciste you all baving thie heariog. 1 appreciate | 6 existing disteicts on there and thes you'rs able to
7 you; I appocciets the work that you &0 and the people | 7  see based on the new populabion nuabers, what the
g that you have to doal with it. I understand. 8 challenges are going to be us far as moving those
9 fould you holp ma a8 a8 — a3 an fadividusl vho I | 9 people accund.
10 eaid does not fully understend redistcicting? I'm a 10 Hodt, this -- I know that's not all the
11  very visual person. Mhen you talk re thromgh St, [ 11 informetion that you ssked for. But that is == that's
12 don't gt the full effects of vhat {» happening, Shen |12 really all the inforvetion that they hava prepared in
13 you start talking about redistrictiag al) I know is 13 & writtea fomm.
M4  mmbare. 14 That's all the informstion we have right now.
15 Caa you when you oome to these public hearings, 15 ¥e're just at the very beginning of this process.
16 when you cffer these public heavings, allow us aore 16 M5, BOLMES: Oh, T understand that. T understend
17 visuals, for lnstance, oad sawa scenarlos vhore magbe |17  that. But I'm just seying Just fron — I pean this is
18  in a PoserPoint, you shor us that this particular city |18 ecmething that I'm asking you guys to do, that I'a
19  hap this paay individuals in it. 19 asking the Mississippi State Ieglalature to do is to
2 When we gtart redistrieting, and this is hos they {20  appoint some Individuals to develop sowe visuals that
21 drev the leoes thin way, ond it's tatally wreng. Ad |21 you can take dnto comunities,
22 then you detall what 13 wrong with thess lines that 2 And even vhen we're not redistricting, I'd say a
23  wers dram far this district. And then yoo show how 23 year after ve bave dravn the maps ar vhstever, you can
24 there could be & betber setup. 24 stil) offer thesa visuals to individuals so that for
bl Al wbat vould have been voctimhiile for the 25 e mext 10 years, they can be leaming abaut
Page 35 Paged?

1 usjarity of iadividonls in that comunity, beciuse I reilstricting and bow §t's done.
2 that's whet wo're loddng for, right? Io what is — is | 2 And they will know vhct kind of guesticns to ask,
3  good for the majoricy of the individuals in that 3  because I'm still at a o3 for what 1 nend to ask oc
4 comnity, 4 what T need to recamend to you that will fully delp
5 I'd just like to see wore scenarios because I 5 the coomunfty. I really need a vigual,
6 still fully doo't understand what gou do when you take | 6 MR, JOENSGN: Well, Y can tell poui as &
7 these mumbarg back to tha — the boardroon and go over | 7 Deameratic leader in the Bosse, I intend to pertner
6 them and develop meps. that I wuld like to see; Bo 8 with powe of oy advocacy groups and put on sae of
9 can we do something ke that? 9  whom X see here, that we're golng to put oo aome
10 Devalop sare presentation that when yon're 10 eainare in the midst of this redistricting to explain
11  talking about daing these town hall meetings and going | 11 to you and show, fx instance, the coamittee may have
12 in and talking tn just the basic publie, a lot of us |12 amap.
13 dm't fully undemstand vhat’s happening. 13 We're going to have an alternative xap to explain
i« All wo Imow is that you got redistricting, which '14  to you how we come up with that, what these cumbers
1S  affests voting, vhich affects & whole lot of econcmics : 1S menn? o did that. Wo'vo done that befare and wo'll do
16  in your comnity, howsing, all these things, Could we |16 Lt again.
17 — oould you help up in that respect by providing sowe | 17 And not 28 a challenge to enybody but just to be
18 kind of visuale? 18 informative and to have as msch input and educate the
1% MR, BEONETT: Hell, the xnps that thay have oo 15 pllec a9 much 28 posaible, but I can toll you es &
20 the outside walls cut here basically is almost all the (20 Deocratic Lesder in the Bouse, I intend to do that,
21 information they've gotten a9 fax. 3 fie have — wa may not be eble to do it
22 They — they recelve \he nurbexs of pecple last |22 everpihere, bot you certainly will have it do
23 Friday, uh, and they took that information and they 23 Southwest Nisaisoippl and we'll have it in Hines
24 owezlaid it an our existing district eo by looking at |26 Oty and you'll bave it in the Delta end soe ather
25 those, you can tadl vhich coes have gained populstion |28 places as well.
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WR. HOLMES: ALl right. Thank you. I agpreciate
nl

IR, EECXST?: I've got another one. k. Colling?

KB, OOILINS: X'm a littla short so I'n gaing to
lower this. Cood evening. Jepnifer Riley Colling here
in oy persons\ cepecity.

Gentlemen, thank you so very much for taking the
crportunity to hear £rom the public this evening, Oue
of the things that has beeo anat trensparent and clear
19 that the public wants an oppartunity to be heard,
uh, aftar the lines are draen.

&nd 80 my concern, By request of this bhody is,
uh, in the day of mxdemn technology that a website be
developed that would make jt transpaxent and
oogarantly current to thosa pevaons who are
Interested, those citizens who want to xake eure that
their cos-oan ane-vote, ub, is actaally apported in
this process, that that becorme clear.

As we can ¢sa fron the naps based on the cucrent
Cenaus data available, there have been great
Fopulation shifty in some key areas (n our state.

And because of that trying to get to equal
population in each of the districts, it is going to be
critical for the cititenry to be able to see whak the
legislature 18 proposing, so that they can have their

1
2
3
4
$
6
7
8
9

10
1

B

Page 40
without that. Rith that, do I have any denbers of the

camittee who would like to say anythiog?
ALl right, Well, this mesting stends adiourned.

G E U S8 uwuanuvwe wwr

RBeupnepyeseas

Page 39
voloe heard in this process. Thank you.

HR. BECKETM Thack you. UM, I've got this
webaite. There was a question about shere can sowe
omngue data, wh, be looked at and I want to give this
to you.

It's varnsjre.state.ns.us, And that's -- I'm
galng to glve it to you one more tine. It's
w.rajrc.state.ns.us. And state ia s-t-p-t-e, It's
tok obbreviated. Ye's spelled ovt. And That's the
lgcation that has the Cencus data information.

All right. I want to thank you all for being here
4 once agin, 1 would love to thank, ch, Alcom for
providing this space for us. Oh, I vant to thenk axr
public for thair attendance, the staff for the job
they've done, and just resind you that we'ze just in
the beginning of this process,

And that you say provide your coments,
suggestions ar proposed plans to, uh, Same address as
earlier. 1t"s Ted Roath, Staff Coursel, Inint
Reapportiooment Canmittee, FO Bax 1204, Jackson,
Misaissippl, 39215-1204, or sood an amall to
ted.boothBpeer .en.gov.

Ch, put -- and please provide your nae and ewll
along with that information @ that the staff can
follaw vp beczuse they won't be able to fallaw up

-0 BT R - N T S X

S Es

3

Pagedl

%, Chria & a iber, b deolyre
under penslty of perjury that to the bust of ay
abilSty tho sbova 40 pages ocontain a full, tcrum and
correct transoription of the tope-rocording that 1
received ragarding the event listed on tha caption an
page 1.

L furthexr doclars that I have no interast in tde
cvent of tho astion.

Aggust 25, 2021
chrio Vasden

(8tanding Joint Congrossional Radistzicting Comittas,
Xatohee, §-16-21)
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