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AARON J. SARVER April 10, 2017
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Q.

= ORI

No, sir.

And are you married?

I am.

Okay. And how long have you been married?
This July 4th it will be seven years.
Okay. And what is your spouse's name?
Lisa Natasha Sousa.

And what does your wife do?

She is development director for a counseling

center called All Souls Counseling here in Asheville.

And I take it she lives in your household?
Correct.

Does anyone else live in your household?

=
O
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w

0. Where did you live before April of 20097
A. Chicago, Illinois.
Q. And what did you do in Chicago?

10 A. Well, the last job I had in Chicago was for a

11 nonprofit called Angelic Organics Learning Center,

12 which basically is an organic farmer training program,
13 and I did development and communications work. But
14 the nineish years I lived in Chicago I had a couple of

15 different jobs.

16 Q. Okay, and were any of those in political

17 organizing or with a political organization or

18 anything like that, or any kind of policy

19 organization?

20 A. Well, I worked for a magazine where I

21 reported on policy issues, but nothing that was a

22 political party or in electoral politics, no, not in a

23 paid capacity.

24 0. And what magazine was that?
25 A. It's called In These Times.
8
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1 when I was submitting it, or it got added in
2 somewhere, but I'm not familiar with that address. I

3 don't think I've ever been to Plymouth, North

4 Carolina.
> Q. Okay. I thought that's an unusual place to
6 live given your -- what you had told me, so I wanted

7 to check on that. All right, so that's just not
8 correct.
? So before 32 Pennsylvania Avenue in

10 Asheville, did you live anywhere else in Asheville?

11 A. I did not.

12 Q. Okay. So before that you were in Chicago,
13 right?

14 A. Correct.

15
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25 0. So, before 2009 you weren't assigned to any

16
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1 before, like somebody should file a lawsuit type
2 conversations but nothing specific; nothing where like

3 actively, you know —-- no.

10
11
12
13
14

15

Ne]

16 Q. Have you written anything about the election
17 districts in this case?

18 A. I have not.

19 0. Have you, other than, I guess general

20 discussions that you say that you had with Ms. Zambon,
21 and I think you mentioned discussions in Democratic

22 Party circles about the districts, what kind of -- I
23 guess, are these discussions you are talking about

24 having, are they official Democratic Party events or

25 where are they taking place?

21
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1 that your position?
2 A. Yeah, I think that was the question of, if
3 Trump totally implodes the Republican Party and we

4 have a wave election where Republicans are wiped out
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But the goal of all of those people in making

25 the decisions they made was to, I guess, help make

27
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1 two Congressional representatives? And by that I mean
2 is it possible that someone could believe that it is a

3 good thing for a metropolitan area to have two

4 advocates rather than one in Washington?

> A. Certainly cities that have enough population,
6 yes, 1f you had -- you know, Chicago has five or six

7 or seven or eight Congressional representatives, so if
8 you have enough there, absolutely.

3 I think in regards to a city like Asheville,
10 I think it dilutes -- it dilutes the political power,
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‘| of -- when we just had the American Healthcare Act --
*| I believe that's what it was called, the proposal
' | before Congress, and, you know, President Trump said
‘| when he was vote counting, when they were discussing
' passage that it was very, very, very close; and I

" | believe he said it was five votes or less, at one
‘| point like that.

o unhun.

A Wl if that's the case, if it was in fact
| five votes or less, that decided the fate of Repeal
| ana Replace ox the future of healthcare - uhatever
| you want to call it — then having those tuo
| Republican aistricts in Asheville certainly serves
|
© 1t we nad a more balanced map and a non
| gerrynandered map, and let's say it was seven/six o
| somsthing like that, and that's a swing of six
| districts, so e have seven Republicans and six
| Democrats in North Carolina, well, that's a suing of
| EIsEEEsy
| hevefore, if we look at that American
| Healthcare Act, that's more than the margin that
| President Trump was talking sbout. So, again, yes, I
| woul assume Republicans find it extremely
| advantageous to have two districts in Asheville

30
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‘| district that wouldn't, you know, possibly be

4 Q. And let's take the American Healthcare Act as
> an example, because here in Asheville you have two

6 representatives, right, Representative McHenry and

7 Representative Meadows, and they voted different ways

8 on that, didn't they?

9 A. I don't think they actually -- I don't think
10 there was actually a vote, right?

11 Q. You are correct. That's a good point. But
12 in terms of explaining how they were going to vote on

13 that if it came up, Representative Meadows opposed

14 that, and Representative McHenry supported it,

L5 correct?

16 A. Honestly, I was confused because there was
17 kind of like -- of all the back and forth. I believe

18 the bill that was put out for debate was not

19 conservative enough for Representative Meadows, 1is my
20 understanding.

21 Q. And Representative Meadows was in fact a

22 leader in ultimately killing that bill, is that

23 correct?

24 A. My understanding is he would have voted no on

25 it. I think he was relatively clear about that, yes.

31
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1 Q. So even if Asheville had two Republicans
2 representing the district there was a difference of

3 opinion amongst those two Republicans about how to

4 approach that particular issue.
> A. I think they are slightly different on the
6 ideologically spectrum, but I think they are both -- I

7 don't think anybody would confuse Representative
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16 Q. But you don't know why either one of them

17 didn't attend that town hall meeting, do you?

18 A. I don't know specifically whether they had a
19 scheduling conflict or what the exact reason was, no,
20 I do not.

21 Q. Okay.

22 A. Although, I will add, I find it pretty

23 disappointing that they weren't even able to send a
24 staff member. Both -- Representative Meadows does

25 have a staff member in Buncombe County down at the

34
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1 Q. So even when Asheville was included in the
| district it was represented a Republican for a number
" | of years before Congressman Shuler was elected?

: A. It was, but it was a competitive district,
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N

> Q. But I think as you pointed out, Shuler was a
6 unique Democrat, and Democrats had run in the 11th

7 District before Shuler ever ran, is that correct?

8 A. I would assume that Democrats fielded

3 candidates prior to Shuler but I wasn't living in

10 Asheville at that time, but, yes.

11 Q. But it took someone who was, as you said a
12 hometown hero and a Heisman Trophy contender to

13 initially win that district even in 2006 when it was
14 drawn -- the 11th District was drawn with Asheville
15 included, right?

16 A. Correct. But the previous district was much
17 closer. Again, I don't have those numbers in front of
18 me, but I do know that if you look at the 11lth -- and
19 I'm also pretty sure the 10th District prior to the
20 2012 remaps, both of those races were closer, right?

21 So, it's not like Representative Taylor was winning by

22 the outrageous margins that Representative Meadows is.
23 So, there is a difference between a Democrat
24 losing by three points, or five or ten points, and

25 losing by 25 points when you are assessing a race, and

39

DISCOVERY COURT REPORTERS www .discoverydepo.com 1-919-424-8242

Case 1:16-cv-01164-WO-IJFP Document 54-11 Filed 05/30/17 Paae 18 of 30





AARON J. SARVER April 10, 2017

1 that's get complicated.

2 I also think it's not as simple as just

3 positioning candidates as a kind of progressive

4 Democrat or a Blue Dog Democrat, or a Freedom Caucus

> Republican. The partisan party ID matters a lot, but

6 a lot of Representative Shuler's positions, especially
7 on economic issues, yes, he was a Blue Dog which is
8 considered to be conservative, but he was for a higher

3 minimum wage. He was against NAFTA.

10 So a lot of his economic positions -- and it
11 gets complicated. Where I would argue he was actually
12 liberal on a lot of things, and that helped him

13 resonate across the district, including,

14 quote/unquote, liberal or progressive voters in the

15 district.
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21 0. All right. Why don't we look at
22 interrogatories 10 and 11. And this lists civic and

23 political organizations that you are a member of or
24 involved with in the last 15 years or so, so I want to

25 talk about these.

42
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b

Sure.
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o

10

11 0. Now, in interrogatory 12 you were asked if
12 you had attended any public hearing of the General

13 Assembly in either 2011 or 2016 regarding

14 Congressional redistricting and you testified, or you

15 wrote here that you had not.

16 A. That 1s correct, I have not.
17 Q. And have you had any conversation with
18 anybody in the General Assembly about the criteria

19 that were used to draw the 2016 Congressional Plan?

20 A. I have not.

21 Q. So you have no personal knowledge of the

22 criteria that went into that plan?

23 A. I mean, I know that the congressional

24 districts have to have the same population of people

25 in them. You know, I know that they do look at voter

44
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1 rolls when determining that and look at, you know,

2 party and race stats, but I don't have a good or deep
3 understanding of that. I certainly do not.

4 Q. And so you don't understand what specific

> factors went into drawing the 2016 plan specifically?

6 A. I do not have that information.
7 0. I want to look at some attachments then to
8 these discovery responses, and the first one I will

9 look at is one called Exhibit A, which is a printout
10 of the State Board of Elections records of your voter

11 history and voter registration information. Do you

12 see that?

13 A. I do, yes.

14 0. Okay. And I just want to verify whether some
15 of this information is correct. You are currently

16 registered as a Democrat, is that right?

17 A. Correct.

©| 9. mave you ever registered in North Carolina s
' anything but & Denocrat?

20 _ There is a chance I

21 might have been unaffiliated when I first registered

22 back in, you know, '96 or whenever, but I'm not sure

23 of that. I would be like 97 percent sure I was a

24 Democrat.
25 Q. And you currently reside in Precinct 15.1 in
45
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1 A. I do.
2 Q. And do you know any third parties who were

3 paying the cost of attorneys fees or expenses related

4 to this litigation?

> A. I do not.

6 MR. McKNIGHT: Why don't we take a break and
7 I think we can wrap this up shortly.

8 (A recess was taken.)

° BY MR. McKNIGHT:

10 0. All right. Back on the record after a short
11 break here, I Jjust have a couple more questions for
12 you.

13 A. Sure.

14
15
16
17

18

19 0. And for you, would you only consider voting
20 for a Democrat?

21 A. No, I think in extreme circumstances, you
22 know, 1if there was someone under indictment or had

23 been convicted of embezzling money or something, I
24 would not vote for a Democratic candidate that had

25 been convicted of that kind of a crime. Or, you know,

47
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1 had gotten a DWI or something like that would

2 certainly, you know, weigh in; stuff like that.

3 Obviously there is, you know, factors.

4 Q. But short of that, you would pick the

> Democratic candidate over the Republican?

6 A. Almost always, yes.

7 0. And have there been circumstances where you

8 have voted for a Republican?

9 A. There have been. In Chicago -- and I love
10 Chicago, but I also know there is occasionally
11 political corruption there. There were a couple of

12 Republican candidates that I wvoted for; not so much

13 because I supported them, but just as a protest vote
14 against the Democratic candidate, who again, in a

15 couple of examples, you know, they had been heavily
16 involved in corruption and just were clearly unfit to

17 hold office.

18 MR. McKNIGHT: I don't think I have any

19 further questions for Mr. Sarver at this point.
20 MR. BERNIER: No questions.

21 MS. EARLS: I just want to follow up on a
22 couple of things.

23 EXAMINATION

24 BY MS. EARLS:

“| 0. Barlier you were asked about if you had known

48
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| anyone specifically who had declined to run following

“| the 2011 or 2016 redistricting, and I want to ask you

' if you are aware of any well-funded, strong, credible

! Democratic candidates who did run following the

" redistricting that happened in 2011.

; MR. MCKNIGHT: I just object to the form.

| BY MS. EARL:

“| Q. You can answer the question.

: A. 5o, strong candidates who have run. Well, T

| think another example in the 10th -- we've been

| talking a lot about the 1lth Congressional District

| and Meadows. With McHenry in 2012, which was the

| first new election under the new map of the 2011 maps,

~| Patsy Keever ran against Mcilenry, and I think a lot of

| people were really excited about that race.

e she's a former State Representative in the

| General Assembly. Former Chair of the Buncombe County

| Commission, so extremely well-known, extremely well

| liked, competent, professional; just a great person.

‘| 8o I think people were really excited about that race

‘| in 2012, and she lost by a pretty large margin. I

“| don't know that number off the top of my head, but it

*'| was significant; it was a blowout.

. And I think people were kind of in denial

“*| that that was going to happen. Again, if you look at
49
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| the race ratings or rankings from the political

‘| pundits they said the 10th Congressional District, a

' Republican is going to win this. This isn't going to

! be a close race. But because we were all so biased,

" and part of that was just for me personally knowing

‘| Representative Keever -- I know her well, so I call

| her Patsy -- not out of disrespect but because I know

" | her as a personal friend.

: You know, we really believed in her ability
| to win. she raised money. She had a great campaign
| team. She had the full weight of the Buncombe County
| Democratic Party behind her, and unfortunately, you
| know, she got her butt kicked on election day.

. So I think, you know, that's another case of
| dust kind of proving under these new maps. You know,
~| she is maybe close to an ideal candidate for the 10th,
| in the way that Shuler was close to an ideal candidate
| in the 1lth. And following that has been another,
| again, that side of, hey, if Patsy is going to lose by
‘| 20, 25 points to McHenry, I'm sure as heck not going
"'| to run. You know, I'm not going to be the sacrificial
| lamb in that race.
& she did everything right. She had a great
“| campaign team. She raised money. She worked her butt
| off. I believe she was retired at the time so she

50
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| could campaign full-time. She was traveling the

‘| district. And, you know, it was just insurmountable

' based on the maps.

: Q.  And then I want to ask you about the

" challenges of Asheville being divided between two

*| congressional districts. Are there any other examples

| other than the ones you've already talked about that

" | come to mind as to why that presents a challenge for

' | Bsheville voters?

0 A. MWell, again, I think -- and Jake talked about

| this a lot before with the kind of town hall. So if

| you have an issue, whether it's healthcare, other

| advocacy organizations that I know who work around

~| LGBTQ rights, including WNCAP, which is Western North

| carolina AIDS Project, they are struggling to get

~| meetings because what's happening -- and I think this

| is pretty widely known with people calling and asking

| for meetings, not with the Congressperson themselves,

| but even with the district rep, and I've done this

‘| with Meadows' 1lth District rep, again, down at the

"'| skyland Fire Station in south Buncombe.

2 They verify, they ask where you are

"' | registered to vote. So they will not meet —-

“| Representative Meadows will not meet with you unless

“| you live in the 1lth District; and, okay, that sort of
51
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10

11

12

o

13 MS. EARLS: Okay. I have no further

14 questions.

15 MR. McKNIGHT: I Jjust have a few clarifying
16 questions.

17 EXAMINATION

18 BY MR. McKNIGHT:

19 Q. Now, are you saying that if you represent a
20 countywide organization here in Buncombe County, are
21 you saying that you know for a fact that

22 Representative Meadows would not meet with such a

23 person, if the person who is -- would not allow

24 someone who does not live in his district to attend a

25 meeting?
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