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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

1 A. Yes, sir, I do recognize this as such.

2 Q. And did you understand that you were

3 answering the interrogatories under oath?

4 A. Yes, sir.

> Q. And do you believe that your answers were
6 true and accurate?

7 A. Yes, sir.

8 Q. And if you happen to see anything in these

3 today that you think is not accurate, will you let me
10 know so we can correct that for the record?

11 A. Yes, sir.
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* bistrict it vas represented, I guess, until the

| beginning of 2007 by Charles Taylor, right?

S ves sin

© | Q. Oky. anddid you ever have oceasion to vote

+ | for e, Taylors

©| A No, six, T never voted for br. Taylor.

©| . and chat was because you moved fzom the

| Washington area down here after that election, is that
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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

o

10
11 0. Okay. Now, you say here in part (d) you
12 voted in every congressional election since 2002.

13 Before 2006 you were referring to elections you voted

14 in in Maryland, is that correct?
15 A. That is correct.
16 Q. Okay. Now, have you had any contact with Mr.

17 McHenry since he's represented you after the 2011

18 round of redistricting?
19 A. I have sent e-mails to his office.
20 0. And can you tell me how many times you did
21 that?
22 A. I don't know. I don't recall offhand.
23 Q. Do you recall if you ever received a
24 response?
25 A. Yes, I have received responses.
19
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1 with Mr. Sarver took place?

2 A. It was on the phone. It was a telephone
3 call.
4 Q. But you don't remember when, like around the

5 date?

6 A. Unfortunately, I don't have any notes with

7 me. I could probably piece it together if I went home
8 and tried to figure it out, but I don't know.

3 0. Now, before Mr. Sarver contacted you, had you

10 planned to file a lawsuit related to redistricting, or
1 specifically the 2016 congressional districts?

12 A. I had not planned it, but I had considered

13 it.
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10

11

12

o

13 0. And in your view what would that look like?
14 How should the districts look like, in other words?
15 A. The districts should be compact. Land masses

16 within the districts should be contiguous, not

17 separated by large bodies of water or other such

18 obstacles. Congressional districts should respect

19 existing political boundaries to the fullest extent

20 possible, be they precinct boundaries or county lines.
21 Congressional districts should respect

22 natural geographic boundaries: Bodies of water,

23 mountains, gorges, other significant land formations.
24 And, of course, congressional districts should have

25 equal populations, and congressional districts ought

25
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number of counties that were split, do you know how
the number of counties that were split in the 2016
plan compares to the number that were split in prior
plans, either plans drawn in 2011 of before then?

A. Again, off hand, no, but as I eyeball the
2011 and 2016 maps, there appear to be fewer counties
split in 2016 than in 2011.

Q. All right, and in terms of precincts, do you
know how many precincts were split in 2016 versus
previous maps? Do you know if it was more or less?

A. That I don't know, because I know that I
still suffer from split precincts locally, which
complicate the administration of elections and make
them more expensive.

I don't know how widespread that phenomenon
is. There is 2709 precincts in the state the last
time I saw. And I know I've got enough split

precincts in my own county to be concerned about it.

29
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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

| time. It takes a lot of staff time.
: It takes a lot of research to make sure that
' when we have these split precincts that we make sure
! that we get every household located exactly where it's
" supposed to district wise; and then make sure that the
*| members of those households receive the correct ballot
' styles. It's labor intensive.
: Q.  And can you say whether there has been more
" | or less of that as a direct result of the 2016
| congressional redistricting?
| A More or less relative to —-
2 Q.  Previous elections that you've been involved
13 -
. A. I would say that we saw just as much issue in
| 2016 as we saw in '14 and '12. I believe that some
~| voters have been very confused about which districts
| they are in because our lines have been changed so
| much recently.
v Just here in Asheville, there are households
“'| that were in one district in 2010, a different
‘0| district in 2012, 'l4, and then a different district
‘| for 2016. That kind of confusion is expensive. We
"' | have to make sure that voters know where they are
“'| supposed to go. That voter education requires
“*| resources. We have to send mail outs to voters

31
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o

10

11 Q. Do you know if it's because of that or it's
12 because of population growth? Do you know what

13 factors go into why the Board of Elections might have
14 to hire more people?

15 A. We do have population growth occurring in

16 Buncombe County; there is no doubt about that. But we
17 also have an election calendar that has been made very
18 challenging in recent years with new districts, with
19 special elections, and government has to devote

20 sufficient resources to make sure that even with those
21 new difficulties we have, that we have smooth, fair

22 elections, and so they have had to hire more staff.

23 Q. Now, can you identify any specific people or
24 persons who were in one of the congressional districts

25 in 2012 or 2014 elections and were 1in a different one

32
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1 and tells me they are confused, I unconfuse them.

2 0. You straighten them out?
3 A. That's what I do. I say, here, let me help
4 you. I can answer this for you, and I can tell you

> what's going on and so I do. It's part of what I do

6 in my community.
7 Q. And you've been able to successfully do that.
8 A. For people whom I actually encounter, I can

3 get it across. But for people I don't encounter, for
10 people who don't come up to me and ask questions, I
11 don't have that opportunity.

12 Q. Uh-huh. Now, have you ever served on the

13 Board of Elections or have you held any role with the
14 Buncombe County Board of Elections since you've lived
15 here in Asheville?

16 A. No, sir.
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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

| love with the work. And I have been monitoring Board
*| of Elections ever since.
: 1 have been the Buncombe County Democratic
! Party's liaison to the Board of Elections for the past
" few years. I'm a liaison of the local NAACP chapter
‘| to the Board of Elections.
7 And what I do in those roles is, I report on
" | what was discussed, what was decided at the Board of
' | Elections to those two groups just to keep them up to
| date on what's happening. Most of the issues that are
| handled at the Board, you know, folks aren't going to
| get real concerned about, you know, the mundane Stuff.
| But things such as scheduling, early voting, and
~| choosing election sites, there is a good deal of
| interest; and I've participated as much as I possibly
“| could in those discussions.
! 1've also participated in recounts. I've
| participated in discussions of election issues, voter
| eligibility questions. I'm very engaged with my local
“| Board.
“ Q. And I can tell that. And I guess I should
“| ask you a more narrow question like -- and I'm
"' | thinking about there was a special election for
“| Congress in 2016, right?
2 A.  Right.

35
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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

: Q.  Did have any involvement with the Board of

‘| Elections in conmnection with that special election?

' There was a primary, I guess.

: A. Right, there was. No, I don't work for the

" Board of Elections but because I'm so interested in

" | the electoral process, as a citizen I take advantage

' of our open meetings, and I go down, and I offer my

" | opinions, and I ask questions.

: 1 can't think of anything specifically with
| respect to the special election that we had last year
| that -

2 Q.  And how about the 2016 general election? Did

| you have any interaction with the Buncombe County

~| Board in connection with that election?

o A. Well, I'm there all the time. And so when we

~*| were recounting and recounting and recounting I was

| there every second observing, asking questions when

| they needed to be asked.

v Q. Now, the recounts you were talking about were

‘| not for Congress, though, correct?

‘| A No, it was for governor.

2 Q.  And you were there to represent the Cooper

| campaign?

. A. No, sir. There was an attorney there

“*| representing the Cooper campaign. I go there because
36
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N

> 0. Now, looking down the page here,

6 interrogatory 5 you were asked about other legal

7 proceedings you were involved in.

8 A. Uh-huh. Oh, yeah. Okay.

3 0. Well, let me stop. Have we talked about

10 every way, the concerns or issues that you had with

11 the way the 2016 congressional districts were drawn or
12 were you Jjust getting started?

13 A. With the way they were drawn.

14 0. Yeah. The concerns with the districts that

15 have caused you to join in this lawsuit.

16
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18
19
20
21
22
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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

: And I'm very concerned that when I see

“| districts that are not drawn in a way that gives

' voters a real chance to choose their representatives

! because the representatives seem to be doing a real

" good job choosing their voters -- I get concerned

*| about my ability to recruit candidates. I have

' concerns about my ability to raise funds. I have

" | conmcerns about my ability to generate a strong

' | volunteer base. Because if I see the playing field is

| tilted, then I know there are that many more people

| who will nmot want to play on it.

2 People want a level playing field, as level

| as possible so that they have the best chance for

~| their hard work to benefit them. Then they see it

| tilted, a lot of times they won't even start the work.

~| They are discouraged before they start. Some people

| might suggest that that's the objective.

2 Q. Well, can you give any specific examples of

| what you are talking about there?

0 A. sure. I looked at the 1lth District. We had

‘| our national party look at the 1lth District. The

“| 1ith District was known as the single most competitive

©'| district in the State of North Carolina until the 2011

“| redistricting, and now it's viewed as one of the least

“| competitive districts in the State of North Carolina.
38
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JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

: Q. So you mention your list of criteria there

‘| again. Can you tell me what geographic boundaries

' were not respected by the current congressional

' districts?

5 A. Yes, sir. Whenever I leave Buncombe County

‘| heading east or heading south, I've got to make sure

' my brakes are in good shape, because I'm going to go

" | down the grade at Old Fort, or I'm going to go down

" | the grade at Saluda, but I'm going to get down off the
| mountains. That mountain range is a matural
| geographic feature that the current map flatly
| ignores.
. The community of interest of people in the
~| mountains is one that we know about, and when you get
| down off the hill you are looking at different
*| communities of interest. Well, when I drive down the
| hill to 0ld Fort I know that, yeah, okay, I'm in the
| 10th pistrict. Actually, I'm not in the 10th District
| when I'm in McDowell County, am I. I'm in the 1lth
‘| Dbistrict.
“ But I'll finally get down to Gaston County or
“| Lincoln County, and I'm looking at a community that
"' | knows nothing about what's going on up in the
“| mountains. And for some reason when these maps were
“*| drawn people ignored the fact that there is mountains

40
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| out here, and the mountain counties need to be
“| together in a congressional district rather than
' carving them up and putting us in with Piedmont
! Counties, but that happened. It's as plain as can be.
5 And prior to the redraw in 2011 when we had
*| all of Buncombe in the 1lth District -- and I think we
' had MeDowell County too. I could be wrong about that
“| -- it just made more sense to look at it. Here it is.
" | It's the western tail of North Carolina is a
| congressional district.
o Q.  Uh-huh.
2 A. It makes sense no matter how you look at it.
| Intuitively it makes sense. Geographically it makes
~| sense. Commercially and socially it makes sense. And
| T look at the thing now where -- well, heck, the folks
*| across the street from me in Precinct 4 are in the
| 1ith District. I'm in the 10th District. We live in
| the same town. We live in the same county. It
| doesn't make sense for us to be divided.
0 Certainly we have a strong community of
''| interest, and my community of interest with my good
“| friends down in Gaston County is much, much slimmer.
"'| 8o how come I'm not districted with my neighbors.
. We need representation in Congress that's
| strong, and is going to do a really good job of

41

DISCOVERY COURT REPORTERS www .discoverydepo.com 1-919-424-8242

case 1:16-cv-01164-WO-JEP Document 54-10 Filed 05/30/17 Paae 19 of 35





JOHN J. QUINN, III April 10, 2017

| representing our community. Right now we've got two
‘| different people, and we are at the fringe of their
' respective districts. What it does is, it disempowers
' voters in my community.
5 Q. Well, can you give me specific examples? I
*| mean, you are saying a lot of things here, but I'm not
' -- these are a lot of, I guess general statements. So
" | it disempowers voters, but can you give me an example
" | of how that happens?
0 A. Okay. There is a current -- there is an
| issue currently before Congress before the nation that
| has a lot of attention and it's health insurance.
| Right now my congressman is Mr. McHenry. My
~| neighvor's congressman is Mr. Meadows. And I happen
| to know that there is about 86,000 people in Western
*| North carolina, Districts 10 and 11, who get their
| health insurance through the Affordable Care Act
| healtn insurance exchanges. And the debate that I'm
| hearing in Washington wants those things to go away.
0 Now, I've got a lot of neighbors who need
"'| those things, who rely on those things. If I had a
“| single representative that I could turn to and talk
"' | about these 86,000 people it would be one thing, but I
“| don't, I've got two; and one of them is not mine. Mr.
“*| Meadows is not my representative.

42

DISCOVERY COURT REPORTERS www .discoverydepo.com 1-919-424-8242

case 1:16-cv-01164-WO-JEP Document 54-10 Filed 05/30/17 Paae 20 of 35
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: And so in terms of tackling this issue on

*| behalf of my neighbors, my fellow community members, I

' have a really hard time because I've got two different

! directions I've got to go and this is big issue. And

" unfortunately in both cases, I can't even get a

*| response from either office on the issue.

7 So, here is something that is hugely

*| important to my community. Neither one of my members

" | of Congress wants to deal with it in my community, and

| 1'm stuck; and I'm stuck because of that gerrymander.

o Q. Now, you said earlier that you contacted

| McHenry's office and you had received a response.

. A. e had a healthcare town hall in February. I

~| was the MC at that thing. I am not the one who

| extended the offer to Congressman Meadows and

~| Congressman Mchenry to please come and participate at

| our town hall, but I was told by my colleagues that

| not only did both congressmen turn us down, they

| wouldn't even send staff.

0 Q. ho was the town hall hosted by?

“ A. Healthcare CPR.

2 Q. What is that group?

& A. It's a small, local group of folks who are

“| concerned about producing healthcare to all members of

“| the community. and we had a really nice town hall out
43
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| at Highland Brewing and we invited -- and when I say

‘| we, I say we as a member of the team. It was not my

' name on the invitation. But we invited Congressman

! MeHenry and we invited Congressman Meadows. Both of

" them, neither one of them -- neither one of them came.

*| Neither one of them sent staff. And we had a very,

' very well attended session. I wish they had been

" | there.

'l Q. Well, who spoke at it?

0 A. e had a number of subject matter experts

| talk about the ramifications of repeal of the

| Affordable Care Act.

. Q. Is it fair to say that group opposes repeal

~| of the Affordable Care Act?

o A. I can't speak for any of the subject matter

~| experts we had up on the stage that evening.

! Q.  Uh-huh.

2 A. But I can tell you that Healthcare CER is

| opposed to repeal of the Affordable Care Act.

0 Q.  And Congressman McHenry and Congressman

"' | Meadows support repeal of that act, is that right?

2 A.  They have made that abundantly clear. And

"' | what we wanted them to hear were the stories of people

“| in the community, the Affordable Care Act customers,

“*| people who have relied on the Affordable Care Act, and
44
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| unfortunately they didn't come hear these stories.
: Q. But Congressman Shuler who was a Democratic
' didn't support the Affordable Care Act, did he.
: A. Congressional Shuler did not vote for it, but
" the Affordable Care Act passed while Congressman
*| shuler held office.
7 Q. 5o with respect to that issue, how were you
" | any better off being in the 1lth District represented
"| by a Democrat?
0 A. Because Congressman Shuler always voted for a
| Democrat to be speaker of the U.S. House of
| Representatives. Because Congressman Shuler added to
| the numbers of the Democratic caucus in the U.S.
~| House. Because Congressman Shuler invited more people
| across the 1lth District to participate in the
*| Democratic Party. Because Congressman Shuler,
| demonstrated that Democrats can win in the 1lth
| pistrict even after Congressman Taylor held that seat
| for a good long time.
0 Congressman Shuler helped Democrats in
''| Western North Carolina have their voices heard, but
“| also helped Democrats grow the Party and make it more
"'| relevant to people in Western North Carolina. So it's
“'| more than just votes. His presence as a member of
“*| Congress was beneficial to our party.

45
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: Q. Now, tell me about any other issues that we

© haven't talked about that you have with the 2016

" congressional districts.

*/ A, Bny other issues. That's just so broad.

© Q. I'mjust making sure we have covered what

" | vour concerns were about the district.

© A My concerns are -- my concern is basic

©| fairmess. I want voters across the state to believe

| that our political leaders have crested fair

| districts. Because when people believe that they are

| more inclined to participste in the process, and the

| more people wo participate in the process, the more

© legitinate is the process's outcone.

1t we get everyboay to participate we get

* | less kvetching after we hear the result. The simple

© | fact is, fewer, fewer people participate in the

| political process for a host of reasons; but one of

| then are thess districting concerns. And I want

| people to fesl that their voice is respected; that it

| Willbe heard. And 5o that's wny I vant to see fair

| districts st every level, to help to encourage pecple

| to participate regardless of their politics.

| @ Well, now nave these congressionsl districts

| by themselves hampered any participation?

“| A Because people look at the process and they
46
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| stuay of that?
| A Have I conducted - a formal study, I have
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w

6 0. Uh-huh.
7 A. And a lot of people have observed those
8 trends. I want to see those trends reversed. And I

3 think one of the ways we can reverse that trend is to
10 use nonpartisan districting techniques that help

11 restore faith in the process, and encourage higher

12 levels of participation, not only as a voter but also
13 as a candidate.

14 There is a lot of times where it is hard to
15 recruit candidates to run because, again, the playing
16 field is tilted. And the candidate does not want to
17 spend his or her time, goodwill, and wealth running an
18 uphill fight that they don't think they can win. If
19 it's a more level playing field, then it's easier for
20 me to get people to run as candidates; it's easier for
21 me to get people to contribute resources to

22 candidates, whether it's time or money. It's easier

23 for me to get volunteers to help candidates when it's

24 a more level playing field. Let's have a fair game.
25 Q. Have you tried to recruit any candidate for
48
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: Q. So I want to ask you a few questions about

‘| some of these. For the Buncombe County Democratic

¢ Party?

: A.  Un-huh.

5 Q.  You've been a County Executive Committee

‘| Member of the Buncombe Democratic Party from 2007 to

| the present, correct?

°|  A.  That is correct.

: Q.  2nd you have been a member of the State

| Executive Committee from 2007 to present, is that

| rigne?

~| A That's correct.

. Q.  And then you say you've been Executive

~| Council member from 2012 to present, is that correct,

| for the state Democratic Party?

e A. No. 2016 to present, for Council -= I'm

| sorry. Executive Council, '12, right. Yeah, okay.

| My pad.

v Q. That's all right. What is Executive Council?

0 A. Executive Council is a group of about 40, 44

''| people who are the senior most governing body in the

“| state party. It's the president. It's each of the 13

©'| district chairs. It's the State Executive Officers.

“| It's the president of each of the state level

| auxiliaries. It's the five members of the Democratic
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| National Committee, and a handful of other notables.

: Q.  And the purpose of that group is to get

' Democrats elected to office?

' A.  Yes, sir, that is the purpose of the

" Democratic Party, to help elect Democrats, period.

; Q.  And we've discussed your service on the

| Council of Review. And since 2016 you've been the

" | Interim President of the Progressive Caucus?

: A. That's correct, ves.

0 Q. mWhat is that?

o A.  Progressive Caucus is an axillary like the

| Democratic iomen's Club or the African-American

| caucus. Like minded Democrats who work together to

~| build the Party. And we just had this authorized in

| February so it's all very new. But there was a huge

“| level of interest after 2016 to further build the

| Party and the establishment of Progressive Caucus was

| a step viewed as one that would be very productive;

| and considering the response we've received I would

‘| have to say that was right. We've had a lot of people

‘| interested.

2 Q. And is that intended to encourage the Party

" | to take more progressive or more liberal positions

““| than it has been taking?

2 A. No, no. Actually, it is to encourage people
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| who are feeling very liberal and progressive to
“| participate in the Democratic Party to have their
' voices heard under our big tent.
: Q. S0 maybe aiming at some disaffected Bernie
" sanders people and stuff like that? Is that what you
*| are thinking?
7 A. sure; disaffected any kind of a person. I
" | want folks to believe that the Democratic Party is
' | where they should turn to get representation in the
| political arena, and the Progressive Caucus has been
| effective in encouraging some people to join the Party
| or to become active within the Party.
. Q.  Right below that you say that you were a
~| member of the Democratic National Committee. In other
| words, you were a Democratic National Committeeman
| from 2012 to 2016, is that right?
! A.  Correct.
2 Q.  You are currently not doing that?
v A. That's correct.
0 Q. And that's a position you are elected to by
21 .
2 A. By the State Executive Committee.
& Q.  2nd you said there are five members of the
“| Democratic National Committee in North Carolina?
2 A.  Yeah, who are elected to four year terms.
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| There is other members of the DNC for North Carolina,

| But the core five are the people who were elected Just

*| & little over a year ago, and they will sexve a four

| year tem that concludes at the end of the 2020

| convention.

| . Risht. and you were one of the core five —-

A rwes

| @ == for the last four yesrs, 2012 to 20167

S A ves six

" 0. 50 does that put you —- T guess you would

| consider yoursel one of the top State Democratic

© arty Lesders, is that corzect?

| A Twas fora little while; for four yesrs. It

© was un.

| and looking at page 9 here, you've Listed

' some other organizations and you talked about your

| involvenent with Democracy North Carolina?

C A e,

| 5o you volunteered with them from 2010 to

| present, is that rigne?

© A mhat is comect.

| . anddo you know wnether you have to be a

| member of Democracy North Carolina, do you kaow if you

| nave to pay a membership fee or snything like that?

©| A You know, T don't know. I kmow that I've
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: Q. == at the Asheville-Buncombe Technical

‘| College here in July of 2011, is that right?

: A, ves, sir.

: Q. A copy of your —-

5 A. It was just a one pager.

; Q.  Yean, what is attached as Exhibit A to your

| discovery responses here? Actually, you have a copy

" | too.

: A.  Okay.

0 Q. Yean, I'm sorry. If you look after page 16

| there is an Exhibit A.

~| A That's it. That's my one pager.

| 9. Is this something you prepared?

S A Yes, sir.

| 9. S0 this is not necessarily an exact

| transcript?

! A. That is correct. I just wanted to have notes

| so that I wouldn't get too tongue tied. And when I

| saw the interrogatory -- it's like, yeah, now I know I

‘| testified. And so I just went into my computer and

"'| looked for something from the summer of 2011. &nd

“| there it was, July something of 2011, and that's the

*| ome pager.

. But my recollection was, you know, I typed it

| wup, printed it out, ran over to A-B Tech, sat around
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- | [Eor’a long time, Uistened o a lot of people; said my

3 0. And you didn't provide any testimony or

4 submit any comments during the 2016 process, did you?
5 A. No, sir.

6 0. And why was that?

7 A. I was busy with a lot of other things. I was

8 very busy in 'lo.

9 0. Now, behind Exhibit A is something called
10 Exhibit B?

11 A. Uh-huh.

12 That's your voter history?

Q.
13 A. Uh-huh.
14 Q. So I want to take a look at this and just
15 have you verify whether this appears to be correct.
16 Now, this appears to be a printout from the State
17 Board of Elections of your voter history. Is that
18 what you understand --
19 A. Yes, sir, I recognize this printout.
20 Q. And you were registered as a Democratic, is
21 that right?
22 A. That is correct.
23 Q. And you reside in Precinct 17.1, is that
24 right?

25 A. That 1is correct.
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1 MR. McKNIGHT: And that's all of my questions
2 for Mr. Quinn at this point.

3 MR. BERNIER: I have no questions.

4 MS. EARLS: I just have a couple of

> questions.

6 EXAMINATION

7 BY MS. EARLS:

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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15

° MS. EARLS: I have no further questions.

10 EXAMINATION

11 BY MR. McKNIGHT:

12 Q. Just one follow-up on that. Did any of the
13 speakers at that event express the opinion that the
14 Affordable Care Act should be repealed?

15 A. I don't recall anyone suggesting it should be
16 repealed because -- replaced perhaps, but I don't

17 recall just flat out repealed. Repeal and replace, I
18 know some people were interested in that.

19 0. And did any of the speakers at that event

20 express an opinion that you understand is consistent
21 with what Congressman Meadows or Congression McHenry
22 have taken on the Affordable Care Act?

23 A. Aside from Congression McHenry and

24 Congressman Meadows consistently voting to repeal the

25 Affordable Care Act, I have to confess that I'm not
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