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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

RODNEY D. PIERCE and MOSES MATTHEWS, )

Plaintiffs, )

VS. ) 4:23-CV-193-D

THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF )

ELECTIONS, et al., )

Defendants. )

DEPOSITION OF SENATOR RALPH E. HISE, JR.
VOLUME II
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

9:03 A.M. to 6:53 P.M.

Taken by the Plaintiffs at:
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP
301 Hillsborough Street, Suite 1400

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Reported by: Sophie Brock, RPR, RMR, RDR, CRR
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RALPH E. HISE, JR. September 17, 2024

1 IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA
2
3 SHAUNA WILLIAMS, et al.,
4 Plaintiffs,
VS. 1:23-Cv-1057
5
REPRESENTATIVE DESTIN HALL, in his
6 official capacity as Chair of the
House Standing Committee on
7 Redistricting, et al.
8 Defendants.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE CONFERENCE OF
10 THE NAACP, et al.

11 Plaintiffs,

VS. 1:23-Cv-1104

12
PHILIP BERGER, in his official

13 capacity as the President Pro Tempore
of the North Carolina Senate, et al.
14
Defendants.
15
16

el
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DEPOSITION OF SENATOR RALPH E. HISE, JR.
17

VOLUME ITI
18

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2024
19

9:03 A.M. to 6:53 P.M.
20

21
Taken by the Plaintiffs at:

22 Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP
301 Hillsborough Street, Suite 1400
23 Raleigh, North Carolina 27603
24
25 Reported by: Sophie Brock, RPR, RMR, RDR, CRR
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RALPH E. HISE, JR. September 17, 2024

ON BEHALF

ON BEHALF

ON BEHALF

A PPEARANCES
OF THE PLAINTIFEFS RODNEY PIERCE AND

MOSES MATTHEWS:

ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE SCHOLER LLP

601 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20001-3743

Telephone: (202) 942-5563

By: R. STANTON JONES, ESOQ.
stanton.jones@arnoldporter.com

- and -

POYNER SPRUILL, LLP

301 Fayetteville St., Suite 1900

Raleigh, North Carolina 27602

Telephone: (919) 783-2881

By: CAROLINE MACKIE, ESQ.
cmackie@poynerspruill.com
EDDIE SPEAS, ESOQ.
espeas@poynerspruill.com

OF THE NAACP AND COMMON CAUSE PLAINTIFFS:
SOUTHERN COALITION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
1415 W. NC Highway 54
Suite 101
Durham, North Carolina 27707
Telephone: (610) 574-5244
By: HILARY HARRIS KLEIN, ESQ.
hilaryhklein@scsj.org
LILY TALERMAN, ESOQ.
lily@scsj.org
RACHEL ALLORE, ESQ.
rachel@scsj.org

OF THE WILLIAMS PLAINTIFFS:

ELIAS LAW GROUP

250 Massachusetts Ave NW

Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20001

Telephone: (202) 987-5681

By: ALISON (QIZHOU) GE, ESQ.
age@elias.law
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RALPH E. HISE, JR. September 17, 2024

ON BEHALF

A PPEARANTCE S (Continued)

OF THE DEFENDANTS:

NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH, LLP

301 Hillsborough Street, Suite 1400

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Telephone: (919) 329-3810

By: PHILLIP J. STRACH, ESQ.
phillip.strachl@nelsonmullins.com
CASSIE HOLT, ESQ.

cassie.holt@nelsonmullins.com

ALSO PRESENT IN PERSON:

Josh Yost - Senate General Counsel, NC

Leah Byers

ALSO PRESENT VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE:

Katherine McKnight, Esqg. - BakerHostetler
Odunayo Durojaye, Esg. - Hogan Lovells
Olivia Molodanof Esg. - Hogan Lovells
Chris Shenton - Southern Coalition for

Social Justice

Helena Abbott - Southern Coalition for
Social Justice
Mark Haidar, Esg. - Elias Law Group

Ariel Corn
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1 INDEX OF EXAMINATIONS
2 PAGE
3| BY MS. HARRIS KLEIN . . . . « v v v v v v v o o . 277
41 BY MS. GE . +« + + & @« v « « « 4« e« . . . . . .535
5
6 INDEX OF EXHIBITS
7 NUMBER DESCRIPTION MARKED
8 Exhibit 12 Senate Notices of Committee . . . . . 280
Meeting and Bill Sponsor Notices
9 for September 25, 26, and 27,
2023
10
Exhibit 13 LD0001502 to -1504: Email dated . . . 292
11 9/25/2023 from Donna Somers to
Sen. Warren Daniel and others,
12 subject "Redistricting Concerns"
13 Exhibit 14 Printout of Request For Comments . . 294
form from public portal
14
Exhibit 15 2011 and 2001 Redistricting . . . . . 299
15 Public Hearing Sites and 2016
Legislative Calendar
16
Exhibit 16 LD0002196 to -2201: Email dated . . . 302
17 9/25/2023 from Tyler Daye to Sen.
Warren Daniel and others, subject
18 "NC 2023 Redistricting Process"
19 Exhibit 17 LD0O000398 to -434: Printout from . . 309
transcript of the Joint Meeting
20 of the House Redistricting and
Senate Redistricting and
21 Elections Committees, dated
September 25, 2023
22
Exhibit 18 LD0O001551 to -1553: Email dated . . . 311
23 9/25/2023 from Elma Hairston to
Sen. Warren Daniel and others,
24 subject "Redistricting An
Atrocity of Epic Proportions"
25
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1 INDEX OF EXHIBITS (Continued)
2 NUMBER DESCRIPTION MARKED
3 Exhibit 19 IL.D0004146: 2023 Senate Plan . . . . . 321

Criteria, dated October 2023

Exhibit 20 Joint Meeting of Committees . . . . . 323
5 Criteria, dated August 12, 2021
6 Exhibit 21 LD0004145: 2023 Congressional . . . . 337

Plan Criteria, dated October 2023

Exhibit 22 LD0001489 to -1495; and 02296: . . . 340
8 Email dated 10/3/2023 from
Cassandra Stokes to Sen Warren
9 Daniel and others, subject
"Redistricting Criteria Letter"
10 plus attachment "Letter 2023

North Carolina Redraw"
11

Exhibit 23 Expert Report of Dr. Jeffrey B. . . . 350
12 Lewis
13 Exhibit 24 Supplemental Expert Report of Dr. . . 350

Jeffrey B. Lewis
14

Exhibit 25 LD0002305 to -2345: Email dated . . . 354
15 10/22/2023 from Chris Shenton to
Sen. Warren Daniel and others,
16 subject "Correspondence re:
Racially Polarized Voting and its
17 Effect on the 2023 Redistricting

Plans" plus attachments
18

Exhibit 26 LD0O001607 to -1623: Email chain, . . 366
19 top email dated 9/19/2023 from
Steve Shapiro to Sen Phil Berger
20 and others, subject "RE:
Prospective 2024 Congressional
21 Districts - Particular Impact to

Guilford County"
22

Exhibit 27 LD0O000664 to -783: Transcript . . . . 379
23 from the North Carolina General
Assembly Senate Redistricting and
24 Elections Committee, dated
October 19, 2023
25
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1 INDEX OF EXHIBITS (Continued)
2 NUMBER DESCRIPTION MARKED
3| Exhibit 28 LD MAP 001256 to -1418: CBP-1 Map . . 393

plus Stat Pack

Exhibit 29 Shapefile titled "CBP-1" . . . . . . 404
5

Exhibit 30 LD MAP 001421 to -1514: CBP-5 Map . . 405
6 plus Stat Pack
7| Exhibit 31 LD MAP 001605: CBP-6 Map . . . . . . 411
8 Exhibit 32 DRA Map titled CBK-2 e« « < < . . . 418
9| Exhibit 33 LD MAP 001613: CCH-1 Map . . . . . . 423
10 Exhibit 34 DRA Map titled CBA-2 e e e e e ... 424
11 | Exhibit 35 LD MAP 002609: CTE-1 Map . . . . . . 430
12 | Exhibit 36 LD MAP 002170: CCM-1 Map . . . . . . 434
13 | Exhibit 37 LC MAP 002171 to -2333: CMT-1 Map . . 437

plus Stat Pack
14

Exhibit 38 LD MAP 002334 to -2498: CMT-2 Map . . 439
15 plus Stat Pack
16 Exhibit 39 LD MAP 001611: CCC-1 Map . . . . . . 440
17 | Exhibit 40 LD MAP 001614: CCH-4 Map . . . . . . 442
18 | Exhibit 41 LD MAP 002499: CST-2 Map . . . . . . 444
19 Exhibit 42 LD MAP 001799 to -1984: CCJ-1 Map . . 446

plus Stat Pack
20

Exhibit 43 LD MAP 000921: sCM-1 Map . . . . . . 456
21
Exhibit 44 LD MAP 000001 to -199: SCC-1 Map . . 463
22 plus Stat Pack; plus
non-Bates-stamped map titled "LD
23 Map Production SCC-1"
24 Exhibit 45 LD MAP 000682 to -920: STU-1 Map . . 473

plus Stat Pack
25
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1 INDEX OF EXHIBITS (Continued)
2 NUMBER DESCRIPTION MARKED
3 Exhibit 46 Non-Bates-stamped page titled "LD . . 474

Map Production STU-1"

Exhibit 47 LD MAP 000202 to -323: SCJ-1 Map . . 476
> plus Stat Pack
6 Exhibit 48 LD0002612: Email dated 10/25/2023 . . 493
from Anne Brown to Sen Ralph
7 Hise, subject "Redistributing"
8 Exhibit 49 LD0002279 to -2293: Email chain, . . 496
top email dated 10/21/2023 from
9 Steve Shapiro to Rep. Tim Moore
and others, subject "Suggested
10 Revisions to Congressional Map
CCJ-1"
11
Exhibit 50 Printout from Ralph Hise Campaign . . 525
12 Website
13 Exhibit 51 LD0001827 to -1899: Transcript of . . 501

North Carolina General Assembly
14 Senate Chamber (Redistricting),

dated October 24, 2023
15

Exhibit 52 Non-Bates-stamped document titled . . 506
16 "SST-11 Amend"
17 Exhibit 53 Non-Bates-stamped document titled . . 506

"SST-12 Amend"
18

Exhibit 54 Printout from Ralph Hise Facebook . . 530
19 page "Say No to Critical Race
Theory" plus link to YouTube "We
20 Won't Know" re: Cheri Beasley
21 Exhibit 55 S.L. 20230145 Congress Map . . . . . 581
22 Exhibit 56 2022 Interim Congressional Map . . . 581
23 Exhibit 57 Demonstrative showing changing . . . 591

District 6
24

25
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1 INDEX OF EXHIBITS (Continued)
2 NUMBER DESCRIPTION MARKED
3 Exhibit 58 Demonstrative showing Black and . . . 600

White voters around District 12
4 in 2022 and 2024
> Exhibit 59 Dot Density Map of Race, 2023 . . . . 605

District 1 Boundaries, and 2022

6 District 1 Boundaries, Oxford, NC
Area
7
Exhibit 60 Dot Density Map of Race, 2023 . . . . 607
8 District 1 Boundaries, and 2022

District 1 Boundaries, Northeast

9 North Carolina

10
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13
14
15
16
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20
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forgetting the other gentleman's name.

A. Nathan Babcock.

Q. Nathan Babcock.

What assurances did you have that they
weren't looking at concept maps from -- you know,
outside the Maptitude system?

A. We've done this for many years with them.
They've worked many years with me drawing
redistricting. I am absolutely certain that they
understand that the expectations of the position are
that they do not do that. Nothing that they have
presented to me indicates that they have done that;
and they would no longer be on staff if we had
evidence that they had.

As y'all are aware, we had the years, two
years ago, 1in the redrawing, where the house had made
a decision to present something drawn by someone else
to one of the chairs. At that time, before, and post,
we have been very clear with them that that would not
be acceptable in any process the senate was involved
in.

Q. What kind of controls did you have to ensure
they weren't looking at racial data?

A. That the data was not available in any of the

computer systems we used.
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0. I understand that. Have you ever asked them
directly whether, outside the room, they were looking
at racial data?

A. Following the incident that occurred in the
previous depositions, we made it very clear to all
staff and others that they once again understood that
was not acceptable in the case and was a risk to us
within the state, and I'm positive they were aware of
that.

Q. So let's go -- I'm going to talk to you about
the congressional drafts.

Do you recall that there were two
congressional proposals that came -- that were filed
in the senate?

A. Yes, we drafted two.

Q. Why two proposals?

A. We had multiple discussions among the chairs
that were not yet resolved about what would be the
better map for criteria and partisan considerations
for the two maps, as well as the other criteria, and
we decided until we had reached that decision, and
with the input of the committee, to go ahead and
produce both maps as bills.

Q. All right. So there was one that was

proposed as Senate Bill 756. It was map CBP-5. I can
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