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IN THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT

SHAUNA WILLIAMS, ET AL.,

Plaintiffs,
vVS.

REPRESENTATIVE DESTIN HALL,
in his official capacity as
Chair of the House Standing
Committee on Redistricting,
ET AL.,

Defendants.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE
CONFERENCE OF THE NAACP,
ET AL.,

Plaintiffs,

vS.
PHILIP BERGER,
capacity as the President Pro
Tempore of the North Carolina

Senate, ET AL.

Defendants.

VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF BLAKE V.
October 3,

Thursday,

Videotaped Deposition of BLAKE V.

in his official

DISTRICT COURT
OF NORTH CAROLINA

Civil Action
No. 23 CV 1057

—_— — — e e e e e — — — ~—

—_ — — — ~—

Civil Action
No. 23 CV 1104

—_ — — — — ~—

SPRINGHETTI
2024
SPRINGHETTI, called

for examination under the Federal Rules of Civil

Procedure, taken before me,

Litvin,

at the offices of Thompson Hine,

commencing at 9:22 a.m.

the undersigned, Lori

a Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio,

LLP, Columbus, Ohio,
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APPEARANCES:

On Behalf of North Carolina State
Conference of the NAACP:

Olivia Molodanof, Esqg.

Tom Boer, Esqg.

Hogan Lovells US, LLP

4 Embarcadero Center

Suite 3500

San Francisco, CA 94111

On Behalf of Williams Plaintiffs:

Alison Qizhou Ge, Esqg.
Mark Haidar, Esqg. (Present via Zoom)
Elias Law Group
250 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20001
On Behalf of the Legislative Defendants:
Phillip Strach, Esqg.
Alyssa Riggins, Esqg. (Present via Zoom)
Nelson Mullins
301 Hillsborough Street
Suite 1400
Raleigh, NC 27603

and

Erika Dackin Prouty, Esqg.
Baker Hostetler

200 Civic Center Drive
Suite 1200

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Also Present:
On Behalf of the NAACP Plaintiffs:
Chris Shenton, Esqg.
Southern Coalition for Social Justice

Steve Troncone
Videographer
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EXAMINATION INDEX
BLAKE V. SPRINGHETTI
EXAMINATION BY MS. MOLODANOF
EXAMINATION BY MS. GE.

EXHIBIT INDEX

SPRINGHETTI

Exhibit 1 Subpoena to Testify

Exhibit 2 Expert Report Andrew Taylor, Ph.

Exhibit 3 Legislative Defendants' First
Amended Privilege Log

Exhibit 4 Email sent 8/23/23 from Mr. Hall

Exhibit 5 Bates Numbers LD2305-2345

Exhibit 6 Guidance Rules

Exhibit 7 Guilford v2 Map

Exhibit 8 Meck v2 Map

Exhibit 9 SR8SPEKP Map

Exhibit 10 Zzoomed In Map (Precinct Details)

Exhibit 11 DRA 2020 Map in color

Exhibit 12 House Bill

Exhibit 13 HD 005 baf Map (black and white)

Exhibit 14 S.L. 2023-149 House Map

Exhibit 15 CD 003 Map

Exhibit 16 Interim Congressional Map

Exhibit 17 CD 003 v2 Map

Exhibit 18 CD 005 Map

Exhibit 19 CCL-1 Map
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ahead.

A So it appears this is this talking about race,
and I didn't use race at all in my map drawing. So
for me, I didn't use race, never saw racial data.

So for this in my project and my instruction from
the client, no, I -- this doesn't -- wouldn't have
impacted my drawing at all.
Q What about communities of interest?
A What do you mean by "communities of interest"?
0 What does that mean to you?
A Subdivisions, local subdivisions.
Q Would you consider the Black Belt to be a
community of interest based on this definition and
assuming that this is true?

MR. STRACH: Objection. Go

ahead.
A I don't really understand what the Black Belt
means, what that definition is. And, again, this is

the first time I have seen this so I can't say whether
or not it would be useful or not.

Q Okay. So we talked for a moment about Wake
County and you mentioned that you are not aware of the
demographics in that county.

A Correct.

Q Do you have any reason to doubt that there's a
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higher black voting age population in Wake County?
A I didn't use racial data at all so I wouldn't

know one way or the other.

Q Okay. Are you familiar with the Forsyth-Stokes
area®?
A Geographically, yes.

MR. STRACH: Forsyth.

MS. MOLODANOF: Forsyth. Thank

you.
Q What do you know about the demographics, if
anything?

A I don't know anything about the demographics.
Q So you do not know anything about the North

Carolina political geography and did not seek to
understand anything about North Carolina political
geography from any legislatures or anybody else during
your map-making process?

A Can you say the question again?

0 Sure. And I can break it -- Dbreak it down. So
you do not have any understanding of North Carolina's
political geography?

A Correct.

Q And you did not seek out any such information
from any legislatures or anybody else during your

map-making process?
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capabilities of running an analysis? In this
hypothetical situation that I had all the components
from the client, probably, yes.

Q So when you're -- when you're thinking about
redistricting and in your experience, I mean, you're
basically focused on like what has the client asked me
to do, what are the instructions, and that is your
frame of reference for redistricting generally?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And there's no, really, kind of outside
factors that go into your thinking about how to comply
with, for example, the Voting Rights Act when you're
doing this?

A Any -- any foundational work or data or anything
related to any of these projects is driven by the
client.

Q And the specific instructions that the client is
giving you?

A Correct.

Q So, you had mentioned before that you did not
look at racial data when drawing these maps, correct?
A Correct.

Q And are you aware of anyone else that locked at
racial data who was involved in these maps?

A No.
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