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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE M DDLE DI STRI CT OF NORTH CAROLI NA

SHAUNA W LLI AMS, et al .,

Plaintiffs,

VS. Case No.
REPRESENTATI VE DESTI N
HALL, etc., et al.,
Def endant s.
NORTH CAROLI NA STATE
CONFERENCE OF THE NAACP, et al
Plaintiffs, Case No
PHI LI P BERGER, etc., et ,
Def endant s.
The Renote Deposition of
CALVIN C. JONES
Oct ober 23, 2024
2:00 p.m
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APPEARANCES:

On behalf of the Plaintiffs:

Sout hern Coaliti

Justice, by

HI LARY HARRI S KLEI N,

on for Soci al

1415 West Hi ghway 54

Dur ham, North Carolina

hil aryhkl ein@csj.org

200 Civic Center
Suite 1200
Col umbus, Ohi o

ALSO PRESENT:

Karen Patterson,

On behalf of the Defendants:
Baker & Hostetler, by
ERI KA PROUTY, ESQ.

eprouty@akerl aw.com

27707
Drive
43215
Veritext

ESQ.
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A. Yes.

Q. Where did you graduate from?

A. When | started it was North
Carolina Coll ege, but when I finished it was
North Carolina Central in Durham

Q. What degree did you earn from that
uni versity?

A. A degree in political science.

Q. Are you a member of any
organi zations in North Carolina?

MS. KLEI N: Obj ecti on. We made an
objection to this question in our discovery
responses with the exception of limted
member ship, so I'll just instruct the witness
t hat we have objected on First Amendment
grounds. But to the extent that you are able
to answer without it chilling First Amendment

associ ations that you have, you can answer the
guestion, and |'m happy to step out to explain
the privilege instruction if needed, M. Jones.

A. When you say other organizations,

are you tal king about any organi zation, or do

you have somet hing specific in m nd?
Q. Any organi zations.
A. Il am.
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Q. What organizations are those?

A. | may not give you all of them, |
may not remember all of them, but |I'min
several organizations. " ma member of the
Franklin County Sunday School and Bapti st
Training Unity Convention, Incorporated.

Q. Any ot hers?

A. " ma member of the NAACP.

Q. Are there other organizations that
you are not identifying in response to my
guestion based on your attorney's instruction
based on the First Amendment privilege?

A. There are not. | didn't think to
write a |list of them down, and |I'm just trying
to recall some of them that | amin.

Q. Okay.

A. That's not all of them

Q. Okay .

A. Let me -- |'Ill give you anot her
one. l'"'ma member of the Alliance of Bl ack
El ected Officials.

Q. Just to clarify --

A. " m a member of an organization

that's present in my old elementary school,

tech school elementary school, Memorial Forest
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Educati onal Council.

Q. Are there any other organizations
t hat you can think of?

A. Ri ght now that's probably what |
can think of, but | don't have any problem
sharing them with you if you need them

Q. Okay. If you recall some of them
t hroughout the deposition today, |ike something
j ogs your memory, just let me know. But j ust
to be clear, you are not refusing to identify
any of those organizations based on the First
Amendment privilege; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. | think |I heard you say you were a
member of the NAACP; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Are you a member of a specific
chapter of the NAACP?

A. Yes. Warren County has a chapter.

Q. Okay. How | ong have you been a
member of the Warren County chapter of the
NAACP?

A. Several years. l'"ma lifetime
member of the organization itself.

Q. When did you become a lifetime
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Page 22
member of the NAACP?

A. It's probably been about two, maybe
three years. As you can see, | don't
necessarily keep up with all those dates.

Q. Why did you decide to become a
lifetime member of the NAACP?

A. | decided to become a lifetime
member from the standpoint of giving back.
There have been others who have come before me
who died with bl ood, sweat, and tears to give
me the opportunity to be where I am so at a
m ni mum the | east | can do is give back.

Q. Were you an annual member prior to
becomng a lifetime member?

A. Yes.

Q. When did you become an annua
member of the NAACP?

A. | don't have those records, either.

Q. Can you give me your best guess,
was it five years ago? Was it ten years ago?
Was it 207

A. It was not ten. | know t hat.

Q. Okay.

A. | would put it in the neighborhood
of five, but not ten.
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Q. Okay. What types of activities do
you engage in with the NAACP?
A. Ri ght now |'m the treasurer of that

| ocal chapter.

Q. When did you become the treasurer?
A. Last year.
Q. Why did you decide to become the

treasurer?
A. | guess my best answer would be it
Is that I'"m just willing to give back, so |

give of myself, too much al most.

Q. Do you attend meeti ngs of the
NAACP?

A. Yes.

Q. How often do you attend meeti ngs of
t he NAACP?

A. The NAACP meets mont hly. On
occasion | do have to m ss for other reasons,

but | typically try to attend regul arly.
Q. Do you attend any other activities

sponsored by the NAACP?

A. Yes.
Q. What types of activities?
A. Actually, we just had an annual

banquet two weeks ago.
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Q. What was the purpose of that
banquet ?
A. The purpose of that banquet was a

fundraiser.
Q. Do you attend any other activities

or events sponsored by the NAACP?

A. | do.

Q. Can you share some of those?

A. There are some comm ttees that I
meet with, and |I'm an executive board member,
so it meets monthly as well in addition to the

regul ar meeting.

Q. When you say you're an executive
board member, is that through your role as the
treasurer of the Warren County chapter?

A. That is correct.

Q. Okay. Have you ever been el ected

to public office?

A. | have.

Q. What offices have you been el ected
to?

A. A school board member in Warren
County.

Q. Are you currently a school board
member ?
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REPORTER' S CERTI FI CATE
The State of Ohio, )
SS:
County of Cuyahoga. )

|, Cynthia Sullivan, a Notary
Public within and for the State of Ohio, duly
comm ssioned and qualified, do hereby certify
that the within named witness, CALVIN C. JONES,
was by me first duly sworn to testify the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth in the cause aforesaid; that the
testimony then given by the above-referenced
witness was by me reduced to stenotypy in the
presence of said witness; afterwards
transcri bed, and that the foregoing is a true
and correct transcription of the testimony so
given by the above-referenced witness.

| do further certify that this
deposition was taken at the time and place in
the foregoing caption specified and was

compl eted without adjournment.
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| do further certify that | am not
a relative, counsel or attorney for either
party, or otherwise interested in the event of
this action.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my seal of office at
Cl evel and, Ohio, on this 5th day of
November, 2024.

Cynthia Sullivan, Notary Public

within and for the State of Ohio
My commi ssion expires October 17, 2026.
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