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PHONE (701) 328-2800

ALVIN A. JAEGER
EMAIL sos@nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE

WEBSITE sos.nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

April 30, 2020

Carol M Sawicki
Chairperson
Sponsoring Committee
3110 Edgewood Drive N
Fargo ND 58102-1643

Dear Ms. Sawicki,

In accordance with state law, the Secretary of State’s office completed its review and approved the petition
proof provided to this office which is related to military and overseas voters, election audits, open primaries,
instant runoff elections, legislative redistricting, and subdivision of House legislative districts.

To place a constitutional initiative on the ballot, a sponsoring committee must deliver petitions to the
Secretary of State containing the valid signatures of qualified North Dakota electors equal to at least 4% of
the resident population of North Dakota (as determined by the most recent federal census). The minimum
number of qualified signatures is 26,904,

According to North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.) § 16.1-01-09(7), the signatures to place a measure
on the ballot must be obtained within one year after the Secretary of State has approved the petition for
circulation. The one-year period will end on Friday, April 30, 2021.

The North Dakota Constitution, Article I, Section 5, stipulates that an initiative petition must be submitted
not less than one hundred twenty days before the statewide election at which the measure is placed on the
ballot.

If the committee intends to have the measure placed on the ballot for the statewide election to be held on
November 3, 2020, enough valid signatures must be submitted to the Secretary of State prior to midnight
on Monday, July 6, 2020.

If the committee anticipates they will be submitting petitions to this office after 5:00 p.m., but prior to
midnight, on the selected deadline date, please contact this office in advance so that a staff member is
present to receive them. Upon receipt, the petitions will be reviewed according to the provisions of N.D.C.C.
§ 16.1-01-10.

Only qualified North Dakota electors may circulate petitions. The circulator must personally witness the
signature applied to the petition by each qualified elector who signs the petition. The petition must remain
in the physical possession of the qualified North Dakota circulator even though others (who may not be
qualified electors in the State of North Dakota) are accompanying the circulator. A petition left unattended
is an improperly circulated petition and is not counted.

A submitted petition will not be counted, if it was not circulated in its entirety as approved by this office.
Before circulating, all pages of the petition must be securely fastened in the top left-hand corner.

An affidavit is on the last page of each petition whereby the circulator of the petition is required to swear (or

affirm) before a notary public that he or she circulated the petition in the manner required by state law and g {™TT:T3
that he or she witnessed each signature applied to the petition by a qualified elector. A petition is

disqualified, if a member of the sponsoring committee, who is a notary, notarizes the signature of the

circulator on the affidavit printed at the end of the petition. 10
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Improper signing and circulating practices may result in the disqualification of an entire individual petition.
In addition, criminal penalties may apply. See N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-12(1)(h)(i)(j)(0), N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-
12(2) and (3).

The law allows a circulator to be paid a salary and to be reimbursed for expenses. ltis illegal, however, to
pay a circulator based on the number of signatures obtained by that circulator. If the sponsoring committee
does pay or offers to pay a circulator, N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-12(1)(j) requires the sponsoring committee to
notify the Secretary of State of its intentions prior to submitting any petitions to our office. For filing
purposes, a form titled, Sponsoring Committee Statement of Intent of Remuneration (SFN 11516), is
enclosed.

The sponsoring commitiee is required by N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-12(1)(j) to comply with the campaign
contribution reporting requirements in N.D.C.C., Chapter 16.1-08.1.

At the time when a Sponsoring Committee submits signed petitions to the Secretary of State, it will be
required to comply with the following subsection of N.D.C.C. § 16.1-08.1-03.1(3).

“An initiative and referendum sponsoring committee also shall file a disclosure statement
by the date the secretary of state approves the petition for circulation, and shall file an
additional statement on the date the petitions containing the required number of signatures
are submitted to the secretary of state for review. The statements required under this
subsection must be in the same form as the year-end statements under section 16.1-08.1-
024"

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact either Lee Ann Oliver, Election
Specialist, at (701) 328-4146, (800) 352-0867, ext. 328-4146, through e-mail at loliver@nd.gov or me.

Sincerely,

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

Enclosures
Petition as Approved for Circulation

Petition Timeline
Sponsoring Committee Statement Intent of Remuneration SFN 11516
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Timeline for Constitutional Initiative Relating to

Related to military and overseas voters, election audits, open primaries, instant runoff elections,
legislative redistricting, and subdivision of House legislative districts.

(as of April 30, 2020)

Submitted to the S_ecreta_ry of State for review March 6, 2020
and approval for circulation

Earliest date the law allows Secretary of State to .
approve the petition title Friday, March 13, 2020

Latest date by which the Secretary of State must
provide the petition title Tuesday, March 17, 2020

Date that Secretary of State supplied Sponsoring
Committee with petition title for petition along with Tuesday, March 17, 2020
a listing of corrections for the petition's format

Date that Sponsoring Committee returned petition .

to Secretary of State for review Wednesday, April 29, 2020

D_ate thfat Secretary of State approved petition for Thursday, April 30, 2020
circulation

Deadline for submitting petition signatures to the 2020 General Election — Prior to midnight
Secretary of State (120 days before the election on, July 6, 2020

at which the measure is to appear on the ballot or

one year from the date the petition is approved One year from date petition was approved
for circulation) for circulation — April 30, 2021

Number of signatures needed to place measure 26,904

on ballot.

Carol M Sawicki
3110 Edgewood Drive N
Fargo ND 58102-1643
(701) 388-6957

info@northdakotavotersfirst.org

Contact person for the sponsoring committee




