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PHONE (701) 328-2900

ALVIN A. JAEGER
EMAIL sos@nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE

WEBSITE sos.nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

March 17, 2020

Carol M Sawicki
Chairperson
Sponsoring Committee
3110 Edgewocod Drive N
Fargo ND 58102-1643

Dear Ms. Sawicki,

In accordance with state law, the Secretary of State’s office has reviewed the submitted petition received
on March 6, 2020, to be used to obtain signatures of qualified electors to place a constitutional initiative on
the ballot for an upcoming election. It is related to military and overseas voters, election audits, open
primaries, instant runoff elections, legislative redistricting, and subdivision of House legislative districts.

N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-09(1) requires the Secretary of State to draft a short and concise statement, approved
by the Attorney General, which fairly represents the measure. The enclosed letter, identified as Appendix
A, contains the Attorney General's approved petition title. Insert the petition title into the petition using the
identical wording specified in the Attorney General’s letter, using the same font style and size used on the
submitted petition.

In addition, all corrections identified on Appendix B must be made on the petition.

After the petition title is inserted and corrections made, please submit a proof of the petition to this office
for review and final approval. When final approval is granted, the petition may be circulated for signatures.

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Lee Ann Oliver, Election Specialist, at
(701) 328-4146, at (800) 352-0867, option 6, or via e-mail at loliver@nd.gov or me.

Sincerely,

M s

Alvin A Jaeger
Secretary of State

Enclosures
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The Honorable Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0500

Dear Sécretary of State Jaeger:

Thank you for your March 13, 2020, letter submitting a proposed petition title for the
initiated measure to add a new section to and amend article IV of the North Dakota
Constitution. The petition title for this initiated measure should read:

This initiated measure would add a new section to and amend Section 2 of
Article IV of the North Dakota Constitution. It would require ballots to be -
transmitted to qualified military-overseas electors by the sixty-first day
before an election. It would require all voting machines to produce a paper
record of each vote cast and the Secretary of State to conduct a random
audit of election results and issue an audit report within 120 days of an
election. It would establish a new process for open primary elections in
which all electors would be allowed to vote the ballot regardless of political
party affiliation; all candidates for each office would be listed on a single
ballot; candidates would be allowed, but not required, to identify their
political party; and, regardless of political party identification, the four
candidates receiving the most votes would advance to the general election
ballot for that office. No other candidates could appear except those
nominated through the primary election. It would permit political parties to
state on the ballot which candidates they endorse. It would allow voters in
general elections to rank their first, second, third, and fourth choices of the
candidates for each office and have the votes counted through a defined
procedure until a candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for that
office. It would require the Ethics Commission to draw legislative senatorial
districts by unanimous vote, divide each senatorial district into two
legislative house districts, hold eight public hearings on the proposed
redistricting plan with two of the hearings held on two different American
Indian Reservations, and follow certain criteria for the drawing of legislative
districts. It would require the Secretary of State to provide the Ethics
Commission with the tools and data necessary to draw the districts and the
legislature to provide adequate funds for the duties of the Ethics
Commission.
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The Honorable Alvin A. Jaeger
March 17, 2020
Page 2

The above petition title is hereby approved for inclusion within the petition for the initiated
measure pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 16.1-01-09(1).

Sinceref;(

?
1

Wayng Stenehjem
Attorney General
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APPENDIX B

Corrections to Petition
Related to military and overseas voters, election audits, open primaries, instant runoff
elections, legislative redistricting, and subdivision of House legislative districts.

Page one: The name of each sponsor must match his or her signature on the affidavit. The
underlined portion of each of the following names must be corrected on the sponsoring
committee list.

Linda M Steve Duane J Ehrens
648 Park St 233 West Ave C
Dickinson ND 58601 Bismarck ND 58501

Page one: The Sponsoring Committee Affidavit for Rebecca Thiem must be corrected.

The notarial certificate on the affidavit reads, “Subscribed and sworn before me, this day
of ., 2018". When completing the notarial act, the notary did not change the date from
2018 to 2020, as the date on which they executed the notarial certificate.

The options are to have the affidavit corrected by the notary, redo the affidavit with another
notary, or remove Rebecca Thiem from the sponsoring committee list.



