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DECLARATION OF AMY JACOBSON 
 

1. I am a consultant hired by North Dakota Voters First (NDVF) in December 2019 to assist 
in getting their proposed constitutional amendment on the ballot in November 2020. 

 
2.  NDVF received its ballot title and language from the North Dakota Secretary of State on 

March 17.  With this information in hand, NDVF conducted polling to ensure that the 
proposed reforms and the language for the petition to be submitted to the Secretary of 
State were best-suited to the needs of and were understandable to the citizens of North 
Dakotans. Once this polling was done, NDVF decided on the policies to include, 
finalized the language for the proposed constitutional amendment, and resubmitted it to 
the North Dakota Secretary of State on April 29. 

 
3. Before and during the period between March 17 and April 29, NDVF made preparations 

to ensure that its petition would collect the required number of signatures by the statutory 
deadline.   In early- and mid-March, NDVF consulted with an experienced national 
vendor that specializes in collecting signatures for petitions. Taking into consideration the 
atmosphere at that time but, of course, unaware of the extent to which the COVID-19 
pandemic would disrupt life, the vendor advised that NDVF would be able to gather the 
requisite number of valid signatures if its petition was in the field by early to mid-May. 

 
4.  Like almost everyone else in North Dakota, neither NDVF or its national vendor could 

foresee the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic and the severity of the disruption to 
NDVF’s ability to collect signatures. 

 
5. If it were permitted to obtain electronic signatures for its petition, NDVF is confident that 

it could collect the required number of signatures by the statutory deadline, and it has 
geared up to do so.  NDVF has worked with Trilogy Interactive LLC to develop a web 
portal to gather signatures electronically for the ballot petition. This system can go live at 
any time. 

 
6. Trilogy Interactive LLC also worked with a campaign in Ohio to develop a web portal to 

gather signatures electronically for an Ohio ballot petition using the DocuSign platform. 
 
7. As of now, there are two pages in the web portal for NDVF’s petition. First, there is a 

landing page for people interested in signing the petition to place the Amendment on the 
ballot. On this page, people will input their zip code and affirm that they are qualified 
North Dakota electors. If the zip code is a North Dakota zip code and the individuals 
make the affirmation, they will be granted access to the second page, which uses 
DocuSign’s secure signature-gathering system. This site includes the petition pages, 
provided by the North Dakota Secretary of State, required to be circulated with the 
initiated measure, identifying the sponsoring committee, reproducing the full text of the 
Amendment, and providing spaces for signers’ information and signature. On this page, 
signers will fill in the information that the Secretary of State requires and that it can use 
for signature verification. Signers will also provide their signatures on this page, using 
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their mouse or trackpad, or, on a mobile device, their finger or a stylus. Screenshots of 
both of these pages are attached as exhibits to this declaration. 

 
8. DocuSign in several respects will make the Secretary of State’s review of the petitions 

easier and reduce the incidence of errors compared to most petition drives.  There will be 
no problems reading addresses or names due to poor penmanship. Additionally, the 
DocuSign form will prevent signers from submitting their signatures unless they have 
filled out all the required information.  NDVF, moreover, plans to supplement these 
advantages.  It will conduct its own review of the signatures and eliminate any that 
appear to be flawed before providing the final signatures to the Secretary of State.  

 
9. In the ordinary course of signature-gathering, circulators do not check the signers’ photo 

IDs to ensure that they are who they say are.   Gathering e-signatures is no different. 
Using DocuSign does not make it easier for a voter to fraudulently claim another voter’s 
identity or otherwise to use a false name, nor does it any way impede the discovery or 
investigation of such conduct. 

 
10. NDVF currently foresees providing a compiled list of signers’ information and signatures 

to the Secretary of State in printed form as it would for wet signatures. However, NDVF 
could also provide the signers’ information and signatures on the signed individual digital 
petitions which could be accessed using an ordinary PDF viewer. Accordingly, the 
Secretary of State will not need to adopt or acquire any new process, software, or tools to 
conduct the signature verification process. 

 
11. NDVF is, of course, willing to work with the Secretary of State’s office to adjust the 

above proposed procedures to reasonably accommodate the Secretary’s needs should the 
court bar the Secretary of State from rejecting the use of electronic signatures.  

 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements are true and correct. Executed 
on May 22, 2020. 

 
 

__________________________________ 
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