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Testimony of Spirit Lake Nation Chairman Douglas Yankton, Sr.
Before the North Dakota Legislative Council Redistricting Committee
November 8, 2021

Members of the Redistricting Committee, thank you for allowing me to testify
today. I am Douglas Yankton, Sr., Chairman of the Spirit Lake Nation. Spirit Lake
is a sovereign nation and a federally recognized Indian Tribe with over 7,500
enrolled members. The Spirit Lake reservation is located mostly in Benson County,
but also in portions of Eddy, Ramsey, Wells and Nelson counties.

I am here to ask that the Committee slightly revise its map to draw a single
legislative district that includes the Spirit Lake Nation reservation and the Turtle
Mountain Band of Chippewa reservation. This request was originally conveyed
through a letter from myself and Chairman Azure, submitted to the Governor and
Legislature on November 1st. I have attached a copy of the letter to my testimony.
The letter includes a map of the proposed district, as well as maps showing how the
proposed district could easily be incorporated into the Committee’s approved map
with very little change.

Spirit Lake and Turtle Mountain have many shared interests. We are the only
two federally recognized Tribes in the North Eastern part of the state. We have
similar economic interests, as well as cultural and political values. We both deal with
the federal government on a government-to-government basis. We live just over an

hour’s drive from each other, and, because the boundaries between our two
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