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the ability to elect the candidates of their choice. On the other hand, a single district
with Turtle Mountain and Spirit Lake together would allow the tribal members from
both Tribes to elect their preferred candidates.

Turtle Mountain and Spirit Lake have many shared interests. We are the only
two federally recognized Tribes in the North Eastern part of the state. We have
similar economic interests, as well as cultural and political values. We both deal with
the federal government on a government-to-government basis and we both have
federal Bureau of Indian Education Schools on our reservations. Due to the short
distance between our two reservations, the district would be geographically
compact; and due to sufficient Native American voter population in the district,
subdistricts would not be required. Joining our Tribes together into a single
legislative district will improve the government-to-government relationships
between our Tribes and with the State. As sovereign tribal governments we have
unique communities that have uniquely shared values; therefore, it makes sense for
us to have a shared political district.

As you can see from our letter, adopting our proposed district would (1)
require very little change to the map already approved by the Committee; (2) comply
with redistricting laws; and (3) not require subdistricts.

Thank you for your attention. I can address any questions the Committee may

have.
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