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SEPTEMBER 23, 2021

CHAl RVAN DEVLIN: |

will call the

Redi stricting Commttee back to order.

And, d aire,

Do we need to do the roll

M5. THOVPSON:

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:

M5, THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
V5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5, THOVPSON:

| f

agai n? Ckay.
Chai rman Devl i n.

Her e.

Representati ve Bel |l ew
BELLEW  Here.

Boschee.
BOSCHEE: Here.
Headl and.
HEADLAND: Here.
Lef or.

LEFOR:  Here.
Monson.

MONSON:  Here.
Nat he.
NATHE: Here.
And Schauer.
SCHAUER: Here.

Senat or Hol nber g.

SENATOR HOLMBERG  Her e.

M5. THOVPSON:

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL:

Bekkedahl .
Her e.
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M5. THOVPSON:  Bur ckhard.

SENATOR BURCKHARD: Her e.

M5. THOWPSON:.  Er bel e.

SENATOR ERBELE: Here.

M5. THOWPSON: Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI'N:  Here.

M5. THOWPSON:  Oban.

SENATOR OBAN:  Here.

M5. THOWPSON:  Pool man.

SENATOR Pool man: Here.

M5. THOWPSON: And Sorvaag.

SENATOR SORVAAG  Here.

M5. THOWPSON: We have a quorum

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Thank you.

Comm ttee, we had sone proposals
yesterday that were still being tweaked a little
bit, but Representative Schatz sent you all an
email wth a plan for southwestern part of the
state that he would like to discuss this norning.
| told him!| would let himon first,.

So, Representative Schatz.

Comm ttee nenbers, it should be on your
email. O herwise, is there a printed copy being
-- yeah, there. W'IIl have printed copies down

In just a m nute.
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(Pause)

REPRESENTATI VE SCHATZ:

Morning, M. Chair, and nenbers of the
Committee. For the record, ny nane is
Representative M ke Schatz from New Engl and. And
| " ve just handed out a map that | think explains
and changes sone things that | think are not
quite right.

And | amgoing to say right off the bat
that Senator El kin, Representative Houk
(phonetic), and nyself would |ike to keep
District 36 wwth all three legislators init.

And currently on the map that is proposed, we
woul d not be. And, by the way, neither would
Representative Kreidt fromDistrict 33. He would
al so be renoved. The current map that
Representative Lefor has put forth does not do

t hi s.

| propose that New Engl and be
reinstated, and that New Sal em be taken out and
pl aced back in District 33. | have asked this to
be done, but | have never seen a map.

New Engl and has close ties to D ckinson
and -- as a large percentage of the people work

and shop there. The current map, proposed map
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woul d have zip codes in Mandan and Di cki nson, and
nmy map is nore centralized, as you can see.

Now | am just going to | ook at the map
little bit if you would. Traditionally, D strict
39 went fromHettinger to Watford Gty.

As we know, the new people, the new
population, is in Watford City. |It’s not in
Adans, Bowman Sl ope, CGolden Valley, Billings,
Stark, and Dunn (phonetic).

So in ny mnd, the best nunber for that
woul d be 39, and the why would be the new peopl e,
the new district wwth the new peopl e.

So that's just one thing I'd like to
poi nt out.

Going along the map, | noticed, like I
say, | was taken out, and Representative Kreidt
was taken out, and then District 36 was then
noved far into Morton County. And on the new map
of District 33 you'll notice that Garrison is in
the new 33. Garrison is on the other side of the
| ake. You can’t get to Garrison w thout going by
boat apparently because you d be | eaving the
district to get there.

And the reason | bring that up is

because Garrison and New Sal em are about the sane

a
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size. New Engl and and New Sal em are about the
sane size. The thing would fit where you woul d
reinstate New Saleminto 33 and New Engl and into
36.

Now | guess we can talk, and you guys
have been tal king and doing things. Like |I say,
| was under the assunption we were going to have
a map wth New England reinstated. That | have
never seen, and when | saw what happened
yesterday, | thought | had better get down here.

So anyway, | know that there is nore
than one way to draw a district. There just is.

There's many ways.

And |ines can be noved, and it’s ny hope

that you will consider all or part of this map;
and | don’t have a conputer. | don’t have the
ability to get exact nunbers. |f sonebody wants
to give ne that, | certainly wll drawit up to

speci fications.

So wth that, I wll close, and thank
you; and if you have any questions, | wll
attenpt to answer them but |'’msure there's --
w t hout a conputer I'’monly going to be able to
do so nuch.

CHAl RMAN DEVLIN: Are there questions
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fromthe Commttee for Representative Schatz?

|’ msorry. Senator Pool man?

SENATOR POOLMAN: M. Chairman and
Representative Schatz, so just to clarify, you
haven’t taken into consideration population wth
these lines, just where you would like the |ines?

REPRESENTATI VE SCHATZ: No. |[|’ve taken
I nt o consi deration, you know, the approximate
popul ation, not the exact population. I|ike i
say, there’s -- | don’t have the exact popul ation
because | don’t have a conputer. But |’ mclose.

And |ines can be drawn to nake these,
this map work, | feel.

And then there is al so another variable
here, and that is the Gty of D ckinson. | nean,
that could be put into the old 39 too, part of
it, so there’'s other ways to go. There’'s other
| ines that can be drawn. That’'s what |’ m sayi ng.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N Further questions?

Seei ng none, thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE SCHATZ: (kay. Thank
you, M. Chairman, and Conm tt ee.

CHAl RMAN DEVLIN:.  Now we w || proceed
with where we were yesterday. | think, Senator

Pool man.
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1 W will allow Senator Poolman to start
2 and then nove on.

3 SENATOR POOLMAN: M. Chairnman, |’ mjust
4 going to be tal king about one district, and then
5 it’s ny understanding that Senator Bekkedahl w |
6 be tal king about the other districts in that

7 area. W’'re still talking about 8, 6, 4, and 33,
8 that central area.

9 And so | just wanted to pass out a map
10 of what 8 would look Iike. It is all of Emmons,
11 and then rural Burleigh County. And so you'll

12 see it just follows those county lines. There's
13 not a lot to say.

14 Since we approved the eastern half

15 vyesterday, this would be probably an extension of

16 that map follow ng the county |ines.

17 SENATOR OBAN. M. Chairman?

18 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N:  Yes, Senator Cban.
19 SENATOR OBAN. That’'s okay.

20 Senat or Pool man, when you get up into

21 Burleigh, are you using any of District 30 to

22 pull into 8 based on what we adopted yesterday
23  from Representative Nathe's plan?

24 SENATOR POOLMAN:  No. If that line is

25 wrong, then it’s a m stake.
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SENATOR OBAN:  Yeah.

SENATOR POOLMAN:  It’'s going around
District 30. Yeah.

SENATOR OBAN:.  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: M. Chairman --
t hank you, M. Chairman, and Senator WIton.

|ls that — would that whole city be in
District 8 because part of it is in MLean
County, and part of it is in Burleigh County.

SENATOR POOLMAN:  Yep. So | suppose
that’s the one exception. | did go up and around
(i ndiscernible) so it would stay together.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Okay. That’'s what |
want ed.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Ch, okay.

Excuse nme. Further questions for
Senat or Pool man?

Representati ve Schauer.

REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: Thank you,
M. Chairman, Senator Pool man.

| see the Nathe plan over here, and |
see your plan. The Nathe plan was at 4.59
percent over. You're at 0.68 percent over. Can
you, and not being famliar with this area, can

you explain the difference?
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SENATOR POOLMAN: Wl I, the difference

Is the Nathe plan sticks nmuch closer to what a

current District 8 would | ook Iike. So that plan

goes all the way up into Turtle Lake, which we
have, under this plan, put into District 6. So
it'’s a different area. It's a different area,
and of course doesn’t include Enmons County.
This is the way to address the orphaned Emmons
County in that eastern proposal. Yea. | don't
know how you make Emmons County wor k anywhere
el se under what we approved yesterday.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N: Representative
Schauer .

REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: So causing a
slimer District 8 where do those nunbers go?
What district do they go?

SENATOR POOLMAN: They go into 33.

REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: I nto 33.

SENATOR POOLMAN:  And into 6.

REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: And what is 33

nunmbers? Ckay.

SENATOR POOLMAN:  Yeah. And so | think

it wll be alittle nore clear when Senat or
Bekkedahl gets up. | think that version of 33,

8, 6, and 4, how it can work.
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CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Burckhard.

SENATOR BURCKHARD: M. Chairnman and
Senator Poolman. So | see Lincoln there on the
western edge. Are they included in District 8?

SENATOR POCLMAN:  They are included in
District 8.

SENATOR BURCKHARD: All right. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N:  Further questions?

Seei ng none, thank you, Senator.

Comm ttee, just for your information I
guess, spokesman for Chairnman Mark Fox wote ne
at after 10 o' clock last night and wanted to
speak to the Commttee this norning. And I
expl ai ned the tinetable that we were on and was
hopeful that we could maybe have him at naybe
9:00 or alittle after or whatever, but
apparently he has scheduling conflicts until
11: 00. So Chairman Fox will be here about 11:00.

| think Representative Lefor net with
his staff |ast week; is that correct?

REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR:  Yes,

M. Chairman. | actually met with Cynthia Monto
(phonetic) and Chairman Fox and had about an hour

| ong conversation. And they indicated to ne -- |
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advi sed them that Wednesday woul d be the better

opti on because of how close we are to finishing

t he map.
CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Ckay. Thank you.
Senat or Bekkedahl, were you goi ng next?
(Pause)
CHAl RMAN DEVLI N: | apol ogi ze, Senat or
Bekkedahl .

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: No probl em
M. Chai r man.
CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Fi ve conversations
going on at the front desk at the sane tine.
SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: It’s the price you
pay for being Chairnman.
CHAI RVAN DEVLIN. That is correct.
SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

For the record, Brad Bekkedahl, Senator

District 1, WIlliston. The northwest area

proposal has not changed nuch fromthe |ast tine.

In fact, if you flip over the first page to
District 1, that’s the sanme configurati on we saw
I n a previous neeting.

What | had to do in that area was,

WIlliston, or District 1 was over about 3000
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people, so we had to reduce the size of the
district and to nove sone of that popul ation out.

So the major boundary line in the city
to nove down to on the north side, was 26th
Street. That’'s a real major east-west
t horoughfare, and then the major boundary |ine on
the west side was 32nd. And when | plugged those
in and then took the rest of the district -- you
see that little notch to the right side, that's
actually the corporate city limts of WIIliston.
That’s the industrial park. Really nobody Iives
there, but it is the corporate city limts.

And then the line that extends up to the
north is Little Muddy Valley. Not nmany people
live there either, and it just fit in my mnd to
extend it up there as well. The popul ati ons, as
you see, the deviation is mnus 600. So it’'s a
m nus 3.62 percent. | would anticipate that
we’'re going to have sone continued growth up
there just wwth the well activity. The nore
wells we put in the ground, the nore people we
need. So it’'s okay to be a little under in that
district.

The next page, District 2, what you see

before you there really doesn’'t change. District
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2 stays the sane as it was before. The
di fference between District 1, District 2, and
the new district proposed here is that the
corporate city limts of WIIliston, none of them
w il anynore be in District 2.

So District 2 becones a true rural
district wwth no connection to the urban area.
The east half of District 1 that | just showed

you, that’s corporate city limts. The west

section, which is the new district of the city of

WIlliston going to the Montana border, that wl
be corporate limts of the city of WIliston as
wel | .

CHAl RMAN DEVLIN. Senator if | may

interrupt you for a mnute. Senator Hol nberg has

a question.
SENATOR HOLMBERG. M. Chairman and
Senat or Bekkedahl, we have in the past always

tried to stay away fromcorporate city limts

because they nove during 10 years. And are there

roads or other kinds of natural boundaries that
woul d not nove, because we've have had that

guestion in the past that all of a sudden, the

corporate limts nove. Are they in District X or

District Y?
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SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you, Senat or
Hol nberg. Actually, those lines that you see on
this map that define this corporate city limt
are already roads, or platted roads that define
t he boundary of the city. So if you want to
define themin terns of the roadways, you can do
t hat .

But | understand the question, and |
understand the concern there. There is no direct
| ine comng down from County Road 85B that you
see extending to the north straight up. There’'s
no direct |ine going south of there because of
the river. So you have to nove east to get to
the next line over, which | just took it to the
corporate city limts which was an easy
definition for us.

SENATOR HOLMBERG  Chairman, if --

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you.

SENATOR HOLMBERG. -- if indeed they do

follow the roads, is that sonething that when
they do the neets and bounds, that they could do
that rather than saying “the corporate city
limts?” Just asking because | don’t know how
they do the neets and bounds.

CHAl RMVAN DEVLI N:  John.
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SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chai r man,
menbers of the Conmttee, in the past we have
occasionally extended a road. So 48th Street
extended to its intersection with the river or
whatever it is. And then we have to split, and |
think in this case you' re splitting up probably a
census block. But |’'m guessing there s nobody
living in that census block you re splitting. Am
| --

There is nobody living in that -- |
don't think. It's all an industrial park. So |
don't think there's anybody living there.

SENATOR HOLMBERG. Well, if that’'s the
case we can fix that afterward and then get the
census bureau to recogni ze that as a new boundary
as wel | .

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: And |’ m anenable to
that. The neets and bounds description is
probably already in the city of WIlIliston
description if you needed to use a neets and
bounds. But whichever works for the Conmttee is
fine wth ne. As |I’ve said, there are no people
there. It was just a matter of conveni ence to
just pick a line. Thank you, Senator Hol nberg

for the question.
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Again, District 2 then doesn’t include,
unl ess we nake that change, any corporate part of
the city of Wlliston. So it is a true rural
di strict again.

Then if you go fromDistrict 2 -- and as
you see District 2 is the conplete county of
Di vi ne County, the conplete county of Burke
County, a portion of Muntrail County, which it
has al ways. That’'s nothing new, and then the
rest of Wllians County around WIIiston.

|’ mgoing to skip by District 4 and
District 6 for a nonent. |f you want to go to
the | ast page of District 99, which is the new
proposed district, essentially, M. Chairmn and
Committee, what | did there was | took the
remai nder of the city of Wlliston on its
nort hern boundary, which is actually County Road
6. It is a county highway there that goes into
t he bypass, which is the 85B route that goes
around the city of WIlliston, cones back to what
we call the four-mle corner west of town, and
goes out bound toward by U S. H ghway 2.
Everything south of H ghway 2 then to the Mntana
border, to the M ssouri river would be

I ncorporated into the new district.
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So the majority of that district
popul ation is actually WIliston, and the
t ownshi ps on the west side of WIlliston, the
north and west side, and then it just takes that
portion along H ghway 2 al ong the river.

The reason | did that is for
conpactness. It actually nakes it easier for
District 2. It nmakes a clean line for them at
Hi ghway 2 and the current bypass, which are ngjor
roadways, and if you’'re on the west side of that
bypass or the north side of H ghway 2 west of
WIlliston, you know what district you're in. And
t he nunbers work out there where it’s about m nus
1.58 percent. So | would take any questions on
t hat .

| see they are having trouble getting
sonet hi ng on the screen. Maybe | should wait.

M5. NESS. Qur apologies to the
commttee. W are just trying to get the map up
and we are just having sone techni cal
difficulties; so | apol ogi ze, Senator Bekkedahl.
It wll just take a nonent.

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: It’s probably ny
fault, so no worries.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N: Representative Mnson.
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REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Thank you,
M. Chair man.

Senat or Bekkedahl, 1’ m having trouble on

your front page trying to |ocate 99.

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: ©Onh, yeah. Okay.

M. Chai rman and Representative Monson,

If you d | ook where the 1 is and you just go to
the left of that, you see a yellow line which is
H ghway 2 going there. |It’s all below that.
REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Okay. | got
you. Thank you.
SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, just

for your information, not that it really matters,

but | did take the tinme to neet with all of the

seated legislators in these areas, had a neeting
with them showed what | was going to propose to
the Comnmttee. | wasn't looking for their

acqui escence, nore |l ooking for any objections or

| deas they had. So this has passed their nuster

as wel | .

CHAl RMAN DEVLIN: Are we going to get
it?

M5. NESS:. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Senator this is going
to take just a mnute, | think.
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SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: | told you,
M. Chairman, | probably broke it. | did have a
conput er |ast night.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Senator, would you
mnd if we allowthemtine to get the new cabl e
down here, and then you can finish your
presentati on?

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: That is perfectly
fine wwth ne. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN DEVLIN:  We may have got it.
Just wait here. It blewthe lights out, the new
cabl e.

So why is it flickering?

They are going to get a new cabl e.

M5. NESS. Yeah. It’'s the W-Fi/HDM
cabl e there.

(Recess taken)

CHAl RMVAN DEVLIN:  Committee, we wll

conti nue our presentation from Senator Bekkedahl .

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you,
M. Chairnan.

| learned as a child that if you want to

be at the center of attention, you got to nmake a
fuss. | apologize for the fuss.

So maybe what we shoul d do,
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1 M. Chairman, is if there are no questions on

2 Districts 1, 2, and 99 in Wllianms County, |

3 suppose we should probably go to District 4 next
4 pbecause that’s the adjacent. So if you could

5 bring up District 4, then I'll explain the

6 changes there.

7 This wll be different, by the way, than
8 what you have in your maps now i n the handouts

9 because we had to nake sone changes.

10 M. Chairman, in the handouts, it was
11 brought to ny attention -- and credit to

12 Representative Bellew, that’s why we have a

13 Committee -- that there was a portion of the

14 Mnot District 40 that was extending into MHenry
15 County. And he said that’s never been that way,
16 and | don’t know why it was on the nap based the
17 way that it was; but that inpacted the nunbers in
18 District 6, which then inpacted the nunbers in

19 District 4. So that’s why we had to recalibrate
20 all the stuff up there.

21 So we have corrected it now on the map
22 there. The portion of Mnot D strict 40, which
23  on the base map that you have extends into

24 District 6, no longer does. It has now, the

25 boundary between McHenry and Ward County. So we
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1 preserved that county boundary.

2 So getting to District 4, you wll

3 notice that the southern boundary of District 4
4 is now the Fort Berthold Reservation. And that

5 area of Dunn County that used to be District 4 is
6 now part of the new district south of the river.
7 It's District 39.

8 s that what we're calling it,

9 Representative Lefor?

10 REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR:  Correct.

11 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: District 39. That
12 change neant the | oss of about 1100 popul ati on of
13 District 4. So what | didis | went over to the
14 area around Garrison, which is just north of the
15 | ake and just east of the Fort Berthold

16 Reservation, the white shield area.

17 So if you can zoomin on that area down
18 on the -- let’s show the | ake down there if we

19 can. There you go. Ckay.

20 There you go. Perfect.

21 So what | did in this diagramthat

22 you're going to see is those four townships that
23  porder the lake just north used to be part of

24 District 33. Well, the |lake is a natural

25 boundary, and in all actuality, that was not
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1 contiguous with District 33 since the | ast

2 change. So what | did was put those four

3 townships into District 4 because they're

4 adjacent, and District 4 needed to replace sone
5 population fromthe | oss of Dunn County. That

6  worked out well.

7 |f you can zoomin on the H ghway 83

8 boundary down there. There you go. Ckay.

9 So what you see there, the green line
10 comng north to south, that is actually U S

11 H ghway 83, which is a nice boundary between

12 District 4 and District 6. The boundary as it

13 currently exists is further east of there.

14 I n di scussions with both Senator Vedaa
15 in District 6, and Senator Kannianen in District
16 4, it was their reconmmendation that we nove the
17 boundary line fromDistrict 6 further west into
18 District 4 to accommbdate the town of Sawyer

19 Dbeing in District 6 with Velva, which is only six
20 mles anay. | nean, they are just communities of
21  interest.

22 Doi ng that neans that we have now

23 crossed that McHenry County line into Ward

24 County, which | think is fine as |ong as we have

25 that natural boundary at H ghway 83.
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1 To make the nunbers work and preserve

2 that, if you are east of 83, you are going to be
3 in District 6. |If you are west of 83, you are

4 going to be in District 4. W had to nake a

5 coupl e ot her changes.

6 One is the community of Max. if you

7 want to highlight the community of WMax.

8 H ghway 83 goes directly through the

9 town. But if you |ook at the popul ati on and

10 statistics for the community of Max, what you

11 have there is the bulk of the popul ati on west of
12 Hi ghway 83. And | think in those census tracks
13 to the east side, while there shows a ot of city
14 property there, | believe the census tracks only
15 have two people physically living in those census
16 tracks.

17 So about 331 people in Max live on the
18 other side of the H ghway 83 boundary. So |

19 don’t knowif it’s permssible to Max that we

20  bisect their community in districts, but that

21  nmakes sense to use 83 as the boundary; and that’s
22 what we have done here. And the nunbers fit

23 doing that.

24 | f you go further north -- oh, and by

25 the way, Max in the |last 10 years was part of
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1 District 4, the community. So that is the sane

2 for the mpjority of the residents.

3 SENATOR HOLMBERG M. Chairman?

4 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Hol nberg.

S SENATOR HOLMBERG  The di vi si on t hough
6 is just 83. It is not |like Reynolds or Sarles

7 whichis in tw different counties. Because at

8 one point, we did Reynolds, and we decided to put
9 Reynolds with Grand Forks, you know, the entire
10 community; and then you ended up with Trail

11 County | ooking at having 100 people that they

12 have to have a precinct for, et cetera.

13 s this on a county line, or is this all
14 in the sane county?

15 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: All in the sane

16 county. This is all in Ward County.

17 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Thank you.

18 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you for the

19 question, Senator.

20 |f you go -- or MLean County. [|I'm
21 sorry.

22 As you go further north --

23 Thank you Senat or Gban.

24 As you go further north, you will see

25 that there is a jog from H ghway 83 back to the
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east and while we tried to accommodate that |ine
comng all the way to H ghway 83 fromthe current
boundaries of the Mnot districts, it just added
too nmuch population to District 6. And it wasn't
feasible to do that.

So what you see there is an
accommodation to fit the nunbers. As Senator
Hol nberg says, it’'s arithnetic at this point.
It’s townshi p boundaries. 1It’s easy to define.

| would have |iked to have gone all the
way to Hi ghway 83, but as you can well relate,
there is a higher concentration of popul ation
just outside of Mnot, and it did put the nunbers
t oo hi gh.

So those are the mmj or changes for
District 4 as you see them Everything north of
t here, nothing changed. They have to continue to
go up to the Kennare area. They continue to be
bounded by Burke County and Mountrail County to
Wl lians County.

You'll notice in District 4 that part of
Mountrail County is in District 2, and part is in
District 4. The majority is in District 4.
That’s the way it is now That’'s the contiguous

boundaries that District 2 and 4 have between
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1 themnow. So the idea was we keep that the way
2 that it is and not change that for those

3 residents as well.

4 So | woul d take any questions on

5 District 4 nowif anybody has any.

6 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Questions fromthe

7 Commttee.

8 Represent ati ve Boschee.

9 REPRESENTATI VE BOSCHEE: Thank you,

10 M. Chairnman.

11 And I'msorry if you said it and |

12 didn’'t hear it. WAs there any consultation with
13 the tribe on these changes?

14 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: |’ ve not tal ked

15 directly to the tribe on this, but what |'ve

16 tried to do to acconmodate the decisions if it’s
17 made, is nmake sure that we don’t have any part of
18 a subdistrict south of the reservation that woul d
19 be stranded and not contiguous with the rest of
20 District 4.

21 In this plan, if the commttee decided
22 to subdistrict the reservation, everything el se
23 fits with a new subdistrict north and east of

24 there.

25 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Further questions?
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Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: And then we'll go to

District 33 if you want, M. Chairnan.
CHAI RMAN DEVLIN:  That woul d be great.
Thank you.

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: And | want to thank

Senat or Pool man for working on this as well. She

was very accommodati ve.

District 33, the only maj or change |
made was taking those four townshi ps north that
used to be stranded into 33, north of the | ake
that are nowin District 4, and that change
reduced the population a little bit in D strict
33.

What you will notice in District 33, |
tried to nake an accommobdati on to not nake
District 6 so far north to south, and possibly
take in sone of that far-southern area of

District 6 and nove theminto 33. But when you

do that, you're crossing into the Mssouri River.

Now you’' re dependent on bridges. The M ssouri
River is the natural boundary. [It’s their
eastern boundary in nost of that district, and |

t hought it shoul d be preserved.

The nunbers work in District 33 the way
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It is, even losing the population that we noved
into District 4. | think it’s okay that they are
alittle bit below the deviation nunber as well,
just because with the Bl ue Hydrogen project,
you' || probably see growth in that district in

t he com ng years.

So that, M. Chairman, is District 33.

SENATOR NATHE: M. Chairman.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N: Representative Nat he.

REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

If EmIly could, where your cursor is
right now, that straight line, is that 30th
Avenue | believe? And | only recognize it
because | had a plan simlar. | just want to
make sure. |s that 30th Avenue, that straight
line up there?

So ny question is: where is Underwood on
t his?

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, |
bel i eve Washburn and Underwood are both in
District 33 in this plan, Representative Nathe.

REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: Right there.
Okay. So it is in 33, okay. Al right. Thanks.

SENATOR HOLMBERG M. Chai r man.
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1 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Hol nber g.

2 SENATOR HOLMBERG  So just to nake it

3 clear you do cross the Mssouri though with

4 bridges?

S SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Onh, yeah. W do

6 have bridges there. Yeah.

7 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Ckay. Yeah. Because
8 you said we didn’'t put this because it didn’t

9 have bridges, but then --

10 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: No. |'msorry.

11 Thank you, M. Chairman and Senator Hol nberg, for
12 that correction. Yeah. There are bridges there.
13 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N:  Senator, MLean County
14 is now, in what you had for maps, in 4 and 33.

15 Is there any part of MLean County anywhere el se?
16 Does that take care of all of MLean County? So
17 it’s split in half; is that correct?

18 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: |'m |l ooking to the
19 peopl e over here that know those counties better

20 than | do.

21 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Six would al so be in
22 McLean -
23 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Si x has sone of

24 McLean County.
25 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Ckay.
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SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairnman, that’

correct.
CHAl RMAN DEVLI N.  Ckay.
|’ msorry. Representative Mnson.
REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

| "' m questioning about the little hook

down there in Mirton County. GCkay. Right there.

Those couple townships in that little hook, would

that work to switch the couple townships to the
west with those?

The reason I’'mbringing it up is
Representati ve Schatz brought up about
Representative Kreidt being in New Salem And
|’ve talked with Representative Lefor, and he

said the nunbers -- New Salemis just too big.

Wien | | ook at a piece of Mandan there,

that little hook going into Mandan, | don’t think

that there are very many people in that section.

But, | nmean, if you were to just swap those two

l[ittle areas with the two to the west, the one 33

and 4 is it, | guess. \Wat's the one --
SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: To the west is 36.
| believe it’s the new District 36. |Is that

correct, Representative Lefor?

S
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1 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: Yeah. Maybe it
2 wouldn’t work. But I'’mjust thinking, if that

3 would accommpdat e Representative Kreidt, and I

4 don’t know. | have not talked to Representative
5 Kreidt. | don’t know what his plans are but --

6 REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR: M. Chai r man.

7 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N: Representative Lefor.
8 REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR. Thank you,

9 M. Chairnman.

10 I n the sout hwest proposal that we noved
11 forward yesterday, it has a total popul ation of
12 63,471. And if you take the absolute m ni mum

13 neaning 5 percent under, it would be 15,748 per
14 district, tinmes four, would be 62,992. Putting
15 New Salemin there puts us over the m ni mum

16 threshol d.

17 So you woul d have 479 peopl e above the
18 mnimumthreshold for four districts or about 120
19 per district. And the reason | put New Salemin
20 the mx is because they have a popul ati on of 989.
21 You take out New Sal em and you don’t have enough

22 for the districts in the southwest part of the

23 state.
24 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Representative Nat he.
25 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: It has to do with
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1 Representative Monson’s question, but it’s a

2 question for Senator Bekkedahl .

3 So | take it that part of 31 and 33,

4 that nmeshes with what we passed in 31 yesterday,
5 correct?

6 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairnman and

7  Representative Nathe, to be honest with you, |

8 left that little corner of the districting up to
9 Senator Poolman. So she may know nore about that
10 than | do. | worked specifically on the northern
11  part of intersecting District 4 because that was
12 ny responsibility.

13 SENATOR POOLMAN: M. Chairman and

14  Representative Nathe, it’s a great question.

15 Because when | put that district together -- we
16  had requested a nerged map that technically

17 didn’'t cone together yesterday. And so | think
18 that this is going to be an area that’s going to

19 have to be reconciled with Representative Lefor’s

20 31.

21 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: | worked on 31.
22 If | may, M. Chairnman.

23 | worked on 31, so it looks like it’s

24 fairly close in regard to Representative Mnson’s

25 question. There are a | ot of people down in that
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[

hook, and we | ooked at that many different ways
2 of trying to get population into 33 at the tine.
3 Representati ve Monson, you fly down

4 Jower, and you'll see there are hundreds and

5 hundreds of people down there. So there' s a

6 reason why that hook is in there is to get the

7 popul ation of 33 to where we have to get it.

8 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Representative Monson.
9 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: M. Chairman, if
10 there are that many people in there, |I’'m

11 wondering if you could swap that hook with the

12 one below it with New Salemto the west.

13 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: | don't think it
14 works. You end up blowi ng up the whole nmap out

15 west.

16 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: | don’t see how.
17 W’'re talking two districts here.

18 What |’ m suggesting maybe you could do
19 is to swap that little hook. Put that into the
20 district belowit, and then go farther to the

21 west into that district to accommbdate New Sal em
22 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chai rman.

23 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  31. It would be
24 31 and 33. Just do a swap between 31 and 33.

25 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, |
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think as long as what we’ve done wwth 4 and 6 and
the mpjority of 33, | think I’mdone with ny
presentation. |If you want to give sone tine for
Representative Monson to look at this
alternative, it’'s up to you as the Chair. But
it's not an area | focused on, and so | think

| ve given ny presentation if that’s okay.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN. Did you cover the new
District 99?

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: | did, M. Chairnan.
Earlier.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Ckay.

SENATOR OBAN. M. Chairnman?

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Cban.

SENATOR OBAN: Coul d Samant ha pul |l up
what 1s being used as the boundary? |Is that the
hi ghway agai n? For the eastern edge of 33, up
north, when we get out of Aiver County, and we
start getting into McLean. Yeah. That’'s a good
start.

So you pull in all of Washburn, and then
you use the highway going north for how | ong?

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: Al l the way up.

SENATOR OBAN:  All the way. All the way

up to butt against 47
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1 (I'ndi scerni bl e)
2 SENATOR OBAN: Can you head west now,

3 Samant ha?

4 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Yeah.
S SENATOR OBAN:  Yeah. Gkay. Thanks.
6 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Yeah. | agree with

7 you. W’'re done wth your presentation.

8 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you

9 M. Chairnman.

10 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN. | don’t know how to

11 answer Representative Monson' s question.

12 Representative Nathe, is there a quick
13 way to | ook at nunbers sonewhere to see if that

14 coul d work?

15 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: M. Chairman, |'m
16 fine with 31. I'mfine with what we passed

17 yesterday. So it would be up to Representative

18  ©Mbnson to showit. But we're good with it. Al

19 the districts involved are fine with it.

20 | do not support changi ng anythi ng t hat
21  we passed yesterday.

22 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Representative Mnson,
23 did you have anything further to add?

24 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: Wl |, | don't

25 have a conputer, and | don’t know the nunbers.
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1 But, | nean, if it can accommbdate Representative
2 Kreidt to be in 33, | don’t see reason why not to
3 look at it. | guess, if we can |look at the

4  nunbers and see what a swap of that little hook

5 would do with swapping New Salemwth it.

6 But | don’t have the conputer, so |

7 mean, |'d have to ask Claire or Samant ha or

8 sonebody to tweak that, and it would nean that we

9 would change sonething in 31. But whatever we

10 passed is still subject to being |ooked at.

11 (I'ndi scerni bl e)

12 M5. NESS: | don’t know. We don't have
13 the city. [It’s just that little hook area.

14 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N:  So, Representative

15 Monson --

16 (I ndi scerni bl e)

17 | think we’ ve done nore breaking than
18 we’ve done working. The answer to your one

19 question is that hook area has over 1700 peopl e
200 init. Yeah. But | don’t know what the New

21 Salem area --

22 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, those
23 are big tracks. It’s not |ike you can cut up

24 those tracks. They are a big census bl ock.

25 (Pause)
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1 SENATOR HOLMBERG. M. Chai r man.
2 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Hol nberg.
3 SENATOR HOLMBERG. When you have those

4 big census bl ocks though, the local fol ks were

5 the ones working with the census bureau on where
6 the tracks should be. And we had that problemin
7  the Gand Forks area a nunber of years ago, where
8 they just had these areas that were just too big.
9 Part of that was the Air Force base that was

10 always one lunp, and then we had them di vi ded.

11 But then there is local input as far as
12 how big those tracks should be. | nean, that

13 doesn’t help us today because the 2020 census is
14 done.

15 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Representative Mnson,
16 | have the answer to your question according to
17 counsel staff. That hook area has 1700 peopl e,

18 and the New Sal em area has 973.

19 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Thank you for

20 checki ng.

21 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Yes.

22 Comm ttee, what else do we have to

23 present today? | know Chairman Fox is com ng at
24 11: 00.

25 Senator Klein, do you want to di scuss
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1 your conversations this norning? | know we’'re

2 not going to do anything with it today but --

3 SENATOR KLEIN:  Well, M. Chairman,

4 Conmttee, there seens to be sone redistricting

5 renorse going on. | know yesterday | has

6 suggested we hold off a bit on 12 and 29, and now
7 those nenbers are | ooking to redevel op that area
8 and nmaking the lines better. And | think there's
9 sone confusion as to who is going to be in what

10 district. And I think I wll just |leave it at

11 that. They have told ne that they will be

12 working on it over the weekend to devel op.

13 Because it won't change any of the other
14 districts, they would really like to sit down

15 with the rest of their legislators in that area
16 and refine the lines and get themto where they

17 would all be in agreenent because there seens to

18 be a lot of angst, | guess is the word | m ght

19  add.

20 And Senat or WAnzek's grain drier burned
21  up yesterday. It wasn't going well yesterday for
22 him | just thought I'd throw that in.

23 CHAl RMAN DEVLIN:  Senator Klein is

24  correct. He did suggest that we wait, and the

25  Chairman thought we should do it yesterday
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because Representative Headl and was here, and it
was his presentation.

So in retrospect, if |I had known there
was going to be this kind of a problem we would
have held it over. But it effects no other
district. So we can |ook at it Tuesday or
Wednesday, whatever days we decide we’'re going to
conme in next week.

Well, we can take a break and hopefully
Chairman Fox is here at 11:00. O do you want to
di scuss --

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: But do we want to
wait until after he tal ks?

CHAl RMAN DEVLIN:.  Can we nobve anyt hi ng
el se?

Oh.  You need to --

M. Bernsen (phonetic), did you have
sonething to add?

M5. NESS. Oh, he’s just changing the
screen.

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, if you
woul d I'i ke, | can make a Mdtion to accept the
district plans for District 1, Dstrict 2, and
District 99.

REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: Second.
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1 CHAl RVAN DEVLIN:  Ckay. Per the notion
2 and the second, is there any discussion?

3 Seei ng none, poll the Commttee.

4 M5. THOWPSON:  Chairman Devli n.

S CHAl RMAN DEVLI N  Yes.

6 M5. THOVPSON:. Representatives Bell ew.
7 |’msorry. Boschee.

8 REPRESENTATI VE BOSCHEE: Yes.

9 M5. THOMPSON:  Headl and.

10 REPRESENTATI VE HEADLAND: Yes.

11 M5. THOWPSON: Lefor.

12 REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR  Yes.

13 M5. THOWPSON:  Mbnson.

14 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Yes.

15 M5. THOWPSON: Nat he.

16 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: Yes.

17 M5. THOWPSON. And Schauer.

18 REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER:  Yes.

19 M5. THOWPSON. And Senat ors Hol nberg.
20 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Aye.

21 M5. THOWPSON:. Bekkedahl .

22 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Aye.

23 M5. THOMPSON:  Bur ckhar d.

24 SENATOR BURCKHARD: Aye.

25 M5. THOMPSON:  Er bel e.
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1 SENATOR ERBELE: Aye.

2 M5. THOWPSON: Kl ei n.

3 SENATOR KLEI'N:  Aye.

4 M5. THOWPSON:  Oban.

S SENATOR OBAN:  Yes.

6 M5. THOWPSON:  Pool man.

7 SENATOR POOLMAN:  Aye.

8 M5. THOWPSON. And Sorvaag.

9 SENATOR SORVAAG  Aye.

10 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Mbdtion passed.
11 Senat or Pool man, did we deal wth

12 District 8 with a Mdtion to nove it forward? O
13 do you need to visit wth Senator Bekkedahl

14 wherever that discrepancy was? Any part of that
15 wasn’'t in 8, was it?

16 SENATOR POOLMAN:  No. | think our

17 concern is making sure 33 and 31 -- not

18 (indiscernible).

19 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN. Ckay. So did you want
200 to nmake a Motion on —

21 SENATOR POOLMAN: M. Chairman, | would
22 nmove the plan for District 8.

23 CHAl RVAN DEVLIN: W have a notion. Is
24 there a second?

25 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: | second.
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1 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Any di scussi on?
2 Represent ati ve Schauer.
3 REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER  Thank you,

4 M. Chairmn.

S On the Poolman plan for District 8, |
6 just want to see how that inpacts the other

7 nunbers around District 8. And maybe you touched
8 upon that, Senator Bekkedahl, and | m ssed that.
9 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: It doesn’t.

10 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chai r man,

11 District 6 that | discussed cones down to the

12 Burleigh County line and fromthere, south |

13 Dbelieve, is the District 8 configuration Senator
14 Pool man wor ked on.

15 So what nunbers are you tal king about?
16 REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: |’ m wonderi ng
17 if we can see the nmap on the Pool man plan to see

18 how the other districts are inpacted nunbers

19  wi se.
20 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: They aren’t.
21 SENATOR POOLMAN: It's not nmerged with

22  the others.
23 M5. NESS: M. Chairnman.
24 CHAI RMVAN DEVLI N: | m not sure. | think

25 there is sone question exactly what’s bei ng asked
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here, Representative Schauer. District 8 doesn’'t
effect the other ones around it based on what was
present ed today.

REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: Thank you,
M. Chairman. | was conparing it to the Nathe
pl an, and the Nathe plan was much hi gher as far
as the actual nunbers. The Nathe plan was for
District 8 4.59 percent, and the new District 8
Is 0.68 percent higher. And |I’m just wondering
where the percentages went. |'d like to see
where those nunbers went in surrounding
districts. O maybe you can just tell ne.

CHAI RMAN DEVLIN: |’ m assumi ng they went
north. Representative Nathe, isn't that correct?

REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: M. Chairnman,
yeah. Senator Pool man can speak better to it
because she drew the district. But that’'s how I
see it.

SENATOR POOLMAN:  Those nunbers just end
up in 6 and in 33.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Any further
di scussi on?

Poll the Committee.

M5. THOWPSON:  Chairman Devli n.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N:  Aye.
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1 M5. THOWPSON:. Representatives Bell ew
2 REPRESENTATI VE BELLEW  Yes.

3 M5. THOMPSON: Boschee.

4 REPRESENTATI VE BOSCHEE:  Yes.

5 M5. THOWPSON: Headl and, Lefor, Mbnson.
6 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Yes.

7 M5. THOWPSON: Nat he.

8 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: No.

9 M5. THOMPSON:  Schauer.

10 REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER:  Yes.

11 M5. THOWPSON: Senat ors Hol nberg.
12 SENATOR HOLMBERG,  Aye.

13 M5. THOWPSON: Bekkedahl .

14 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Aye.

15 M5. THOWPSON:  Bur ckhard.

16 SENATOR BURCKHARD: Aye.

17 M5. THOWPSON:.  Er bel e.

18 SENATOR ERBELE: Aye.

19 M5. THOWPSON: Kl ei n.
20 SENATOR KLEI'N:  Aye.
21 M5. THOWPSON:.  Oban.
22 SENATOR OBAN:  No.
23 M5. THOVMPSON:  Pool man.
24 SENATOR POOLMAN.  Aye.
25 M5. THOVPSON:. And Sorvaag.

(312) 528-9111 | info@wor [dwidelit.com Page: 45
Worldwide Litigation Services



Case 1:22-cv-00031-PDW-RERE Bl bR Gt IJest 028123 Page 46 of 121

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SENATOR SORVAAG  Aye.
ME. THOVWPSON: Mbtion carri es.
CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Thank you.

So now we have the discrepancy between

those two districts, 31 and 33. |s that where it

iIs? O where is it at?

SENATOR POCLMAN:  Thirty-one is settl ed.

And so | think what we probably need to ask

Counsel to do is reconcile the border between 33

and 31, because we settled 31 yesterday.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  OKAY.

SENATOR POCLMAN:  We just need to nake

sure that the southern boundary of 33 follows
what we approved for 31. And then, if there is
any tweaking that needs to happen in that area.

CHAl RMVAN DEVLI N:  Ckay.

Maybe, Senator Pool man, you could cone

up and work with themfor just a couple of
mnutes. W' |l just take a break.

Sorry.

SENATOR HOLMBERG.  Should I let them
know that |I'’mgoing to bring this up?

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Yes.

SENATOR HOLMBERG. M. Chairman, are we

going to wait for Chairman Fox?
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1 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  No. | think it should
2 pbe done now.

3 Senat or Pool man -- | nean Senator

4 Hol nberg.

5 SENATOR HOLMBERG |’ m not sure what now
6 neans.

7 We do have a question regarding

8 subdivisions. | would look at two districts

9 which have native popul ati ons.

10 One of them District 9, has 9278

11 Anerican | ndi an popul ati on.

12 And then Fort Berthold has 8350 people
13 living on the reservation itself. And | think

14 that we would nmake a mistake as a | egislature not
15  recogni zing what the courts have said, which is
16 if you have a popul ati on beyond a certain anount,
17 a percentage, then subdividing is the direction
18 that Voting Rights Act Title 2 of Section 2,

19 whatever it is, would nandate. And you have all
20 received, |I'msure, fromfolks saying that if you
21  don’t subdivide, you are a racist. And |’ve seen
22 it. And then |I’'ve had people who have said, if
23 you divide it, youre a racist. So we |ose no

24 matter what we do.

25 So |’ mgoing to suggest at sone point
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1 that we nake the decision. Are we going to do

2 it? O as ny interpretationis, are we going to
3 let the Court do it? Because soneone is going to
4 doit.

S And the District 4, as | understand it,
6 the popul ation of the reservation fits exactly in
7 what a subdistrict would be. And if you recall,
8 we made those changes in Dunn County so that you
9 didn't have the reservation here and then sone

10 fol ks down here that would be in a different

11 subdistrict. So that was resolved. So whet her
12 we do it or not, it doesn’t namke any difference.
13 In District 9, legislative counsel and

14 others have put together a few alternatives that

15 | believe have been --
16 Have t hey been passed out?
17 Ch, they have not been passed out. |

18  thought maybe we should wait until after Chairman
19 Fox actually makes his presentation before we do
20 that.

21 You wi Il get a hand out that has four
22 proposal s and then one other proposal. Three of
23 the four proposals are interesting, because it

24 appears they put two legislators of the mnority

25 party in the same subdistrict. And |I’mjust
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1 rem nding everyone we have bent over backward to
2  make sure that when there are |egislators

3 involved, we have tried to respect that. And,

4 you know, we noved people into the district so

5 they remain in the sanme district. So | think it

6 would be awkward if we were taking two people

7 fromthe mnority party and putting themin the

8 sanme district. It would have a scent that the

9 nmedia would pick up, and they could snell it from
10 over there.

11 So there wll be a couple proposals that
12 divide up the incunbents in District 9 into two
13 different subdistricts, and then there's a couple
14 that don’'t do that and put them on the sane.

15 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N: Representative Monson.
16 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Thank you,

17 M. Chairnman.

18 | don’t know if this is the proper tine
19 to bring it up or not, but nunbers of district

20 seat as well. In District 10, which | currently
21 represent, nmuch of our new district that we

22 approved yesterday is actually bringing in

23 District 19, which is kind of going away.

24 And after consulting with Senator Janne

25 Mrdal onit alittle bit, we were thinking
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[

maybe rather than be District 10, be District 19.
2 And | don’t know if that’s a change that
3 we would need to approve here, but in future maps
4 -- | mean, | think we would like to see us go

5 fromDstrict 10 to District 19. Because we are
6 incorporating a lot of 19 in at G afton and that
7 big population of it. Just sonething for us to

8 think about if you want to do it now, we coul d.

9 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Senat or Hol nberg, do
10 you have sonet hi ng?

11 SENATOR HOLMBERG: Yeah. | nean, it

12 woul d make sense, because we’'re the ones who have
13 todoit. W're not letting |legislative counsel
14 do it. No offense. But we have sone nunbers

15 that are out there.

16 Vell, we had Y but have 99. W have
17 these. | don’'t see any problemw th us doing the
18 assigning, because that’s our job. | wouldn’t

19 lose sleep if what we did the other day was

20 called 20 that was Traill County and rural G and
21 Forks, and then a little bit of Walsh, if that

22 remained 20, and if 19, which has di sappeared,

23 woul d reenerge up in Penbina and Wal sh County, in
24 other words the Grafton area, because they were

25 19 before.
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So | would certainly support that for
t hose two areas.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Sorvaag.

SENATOR SORVAAG M. Chairnman, Senat

Hol nberg, what anmount of 20 is 19?7 Because that

got part of 19. | nean, if we’'re using that as
rationale to change 10 to 19, what part of 20,
we're using 20 as 19 also? dd 19.

SENATOR HOLMBERG dd 19 --

SENATOR SORVAAG. Because that's your
argunent. Part of 10 nowis old 19. Wll, par
of 20 that we’re using now was al so part of old

19.

SENATOR HOLMBERG Right. But we can’

have - -
SENATOR SORVAAG No. | under st and

that, but if that’'s the rationale, it needs to

You know, you want it because you’ ve

part of 19; 20 m ght want it because they' re part

of 19. And | guess the question would be, whos

got the nost?

SENATOR HOLMBERG' Well, Gafton is a

big player in that, in the district.
SENATOR SORVAAG.  Uh-huh (affirmative

or

a

as

t

t

be

got

e

).
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1 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Because G afton was
2 in District 19. They were the bulk of the

3 population in District 19. Rural Gand Forks

4  County has been 19 for many years. Trail County
5 has been District 20 for nmany years.

6 And what other nunbers are avail able, 23
7 has gone with the wwnd. And 26 has gone with the
8 wnd. And | believe that you have arti cul at ed

9 that the newdistrict in Fargo should be an even
10 nunber.

11 SENATOR SORVAAG M. Chairman, | just
12 like | said |l think I"mconfortable with being
13 even. And | know everyone wants to be odd

14 because they' re running again. But | think wth
15 the newdistrict, and | think that we’ve tal ked
16 about that, because Cass County right now has six
17 odd and four even. So we’'re nore than willing --
18 trying to balance it out. So yes. |I'm

19 confortable with that being one of the even to

20 get off the table.

21 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Ten woul d be

22 available if we went with 19. So you' d have an
23 even.

24 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: O 20 woul d be

25 available if we went that way.
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1 SENATOR SORVAAG  You can go either way.
2 | just wanted to, you know, as we're going to do
3 this. |1 think if we're going to say that

4  sonebody’s got a part of another one, now they

5 have that nunber, well who has the nost? |’ m not
6 disagreeing with you. But | think that’s just

7 the discussion. Does 10 or 20 have nore of 19,

8 and I'"musing the present? And then should that
9 be part of the criteria? |’mnot saying it

10 should either, but it should be part of the

11 di scussi on.

12 CHAl RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Bekkedahl .

13 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you,

14 M. Chairman. Wile we’'re on that discussion

15 point, |I've | ooked at the districts north of the
16 river, and we currently have two even-nunbered

17 districts and one odd-nunbered. So ny preference
18 for the new district if we could balance it out
19 to have two evens and two odds by taking an even,
20 | would just throw that on the table. Twenty-

21 three is a good nunber for us.

22 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Kl ei n.

23 SENATOR KLEIN: M. Chairman, one of the
24 other things -- can we concern oursel ves about

25 the populations? | nean, we switch a nunber, but
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1 we haven’'t gone over that 25 percent. Does that,
2 for exanple, in District 20, and they got to keep
3 their own nunber, does that nean they coul d

4 continue to not have to run? | don’t know what

5 that popul ation nunber is. But |'mjust

6 wondering. That’'s another consideration we have,

7 1s the 25 percent rule.

8 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Hol nberg.
9 SENATOR HOLMBERG M. Chairman, in
10 district whatever we call it, let’s call it the
11 Traill County-based district, there are now siXx

12 incunbent legislators that would live within that
13 district. So | amsure that there would be sone
14 el ectoral issues. They' re going to have to run.
15 Am | right, John? Because | know we dealt wth
16 that in the past.

17 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: M. Chai rman, and
18 nenbers of the Committee, as | understand it you
19  woul d have three whose ternms woul d be expiring

20 there, the three incunbents from19. You would
21  have three that are m d-way through their term
22 | don’t know the popul ation change, if it would
23 trigger — you haven't established a threshold yet
24 that change.

25 If it were over your threshold, then
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they would have to run. If it were under that
t hreshol d, you could nake a determ nati on based
upon -- in the past there have been
determ nations nade that stated that if the
I ncunbents, whose terns are expiring, that they
basically just have to wait another two years and
| et sonmeone serve the term

But those are decisions you woul d have
to nmake. The policy established those vari ous
gui del i nes and be consi stent throughout your
determ nations so that it applies equally across
t he board when you do that.

SENATOR HOLMBERG M. Chai r man.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Hol nberg.

SENATOR HOLMBERG W woul d not have the
exact nunbers until we had baked in the
boundaries. But that's a very quick thing, is it
not, to figure out which districts had -- well
t he nunber was 4144 | think. O was it 24? But
what ever that nunber is, you end up having
districts that have | arger changes than that and
districts that have | ess change.

| mean, | do know that the ones that
were created and changed in the city of G and

Forks, none of them were over the 4144.
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1 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Representative Mnson.
2 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: Thank you,

3 M. Chairman. And | know we were just elected

4 two years ago to a four-year term But by the

5 changes that were adopted yesterday, we will have
6 to run again because we have gotten in a huge

7 nunber from WAl sh County.

8 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Ri ght.
9 REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  And anot her
10 point, | guess, 10 years ago, District 10

11 absorbed a pretty good chunk of 23. So a |ot of

12 our people in 10 were 23, and now we’' re absorbing
13 a whol e bunch of 19 into 10. And nunbers are

14 changing all over the place.

15 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: | don’t think,

16 Conmttee, that we're going to deal with this at

17 the nonent. But we will get the nunbers for the

18 change in District 20. And we know that yours

19 wll be nore than that, regardless. But we

20 should see what the new nunbers are in 10 and in

21 20.

22 REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR. M. Chairnman.

23 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: Representative Lefor.
24 REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR.  Thank you,

25 M. Chairman. | have a clarifying question for
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Senat or Hol nberg.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: Go ahead.

REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR:  On your
popul ations, you said that Fort Berthold at 8300,
and anot her was over 9000. \Which one was that,
because wi th what counsel sent out |’ m not seeing

SENATOR HOLMBERG It was asked
yest erday because there are many housing units of
Native Americans that |ive outside the
reservation but are in Rolette County. So the
nunber yesterday was how nmany Anerican | ndian
popul ation, which is the census bureau’ s phrase.
There were 9278 in Rolette County.

REPRESENTATI V LEFOR:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Conmittee, | see that
Chai rman Fox has arrived, and we woul d appreciate
hearing from Chairman Fox at this tine.

(Pause)

CHAl RMAN FOX: There we go. Good to go?
Ckay.

| don’'t see, like a wtness list here to
sign off. But | appreciate -- maybe Cynthia wl|
get sonething signed off so we're formally on

record for the signature part.
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1 Thank you very nmuch. Thank you for this
2 opportunity to be before the Conmttee. Chairnman
3 Devlin, everybody else, thank you for what you're
4 doing and this process. |It’s always an honor to
5 cone before you, this esteened Commttee and the
6 |egislature as a whole. Together we’'ve done a

7 lot of work over the years.

8 Thi s past recent session, again, proved
9 up that together we can get a |l ot of good things
10 done when we conmuni cate, talk, and work together
11 and understand our issues and nove forward. And
12 | apol ogize. | would have | oved to have been

13  here yesterday, but | got caught up with a very
14 busy day including the North Dakota Petrol eum

15 Counsel in Watford City to talk about oil and

16  energy devel opnment and things of that nature.

17 | was honored to be able to share al ong
18 with the Governor and state |egislators those who
19 were there as well to share our point of view,

20 share our plans, and things that are of interest
21 to our nation as well.

22 | do have witten testinony that is

23 being handed out, and Cynthia has provided that.
24 It includes, of course, the points that |’ m going

25 to talk about. But we also included a nap that

(312) 528-9111 | info@wor [dwidelit.com Page: 58
Worldwide Litigation Services



Transcription

Case 1:22-cv-00031-PDW-RFBE§|-Q,LrHIn @gmq% &jegog{gﬁlzs Page 59 of 121

1 basically shows what we’'re after, which is to

2 include Fort Berthold as part of perhaps a

3 subdistrict for the house side of the |egislative
4 wvoting. And that’'s primarily why I’ m here today
5 to discuss with you, to provide information,

6 answer any questions you m ght have as well, and
7 do ny best to nake the argunent that it would be
8 considered by yourselves to split the House into
9 two subdistricts, of course keeping the Senate

10 position, which is 1, the sane as a whole for the
11 whole district. W’re currently District 4.

12 And | did get a chance to get through
13 @Grrison in the hills and got online and |istened
14 to your conversations fromon H ghway 83

15 southward, and so | appreciate all the comments

16  bei ng nade and things of that nature.

17 ' mnot one for reading, but perhaps
18 today | will briefly, as fast as | can, read the
19 witten testinony to you. | kind of like to

20 engage nore so fromthe hip so to speak. But |

21 will say before |I go ahead and read this witten
22 testinony that | greatly appreciate the challenge
23 that you have in front of you. | knowit’s not
24 easy. | knowit's difficult. | knowthere are a

25 | ot of noving parts.
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| say this know ng that as | heard sone
of the comments just before comng in, that
sonetinmes you get a lot of undue criticism As
an elected official nyself, that's every day for
me. And so | appreciate everything you do, the
efforts to try to find balance, the efforts to
try to be equitable, the efforts to try and be
considerate, efforts to try to be as best you can
conpliant wwth your |aws, federal |aws, and
everything else that matters to us as
governnments. So | know the chall enges, and |I'm
one here that is not comng to nake that nore
difficult.

| mnot comng here in any neans or
manner to degrade or to denean or in any way | ook
negatively on your process. You ve got a heck of
a challenge in front of you, and | believe that
you're doing the best that you can.

So that being said, again, it’s an honor
and a pleasure to be before you. |[|’'Il read as
fast as | can and open up maybe for questions and
comments, and we can go fromthere.

Chai rman Devlin and nenbers of the
Redi stricting Conmttee, nmy nanme is Mark Fox. |

amthe Chairman of the Tribal Busi ness Counsel of
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1 the Mandan, H datsa, and Ari kara Nation, also

2 known as the three affiliated tribes of the Fort
3 Berthold Indian Reservation. And | appreciate

4  the opportunity to submt testinony on behal f of
5 our nation.

6 Currently, FBIR Fort Berthold Indian
7  Reservation, is located within North Dakota

8 District 4. District 4 consists of portions of
9 the following six counties: MKenzie, Dunn,

10 Mountrail, MlLean, Mercer, and \Wrd.

11 District 4 elects two nenbers to the
12 state house at |arge and one nenber to the state
13 Senate. The 2020 census shows that the District
14 4 popul ati on and reservati on popul ation increased
15  between 2010 and 2020 to 16, 794 and 8350

16 respectively. As a result of the overall nearly
17 16 percent increase in North Dakota popul ati on
18 from672 to 779 residents, the ideal popul ation
19 for two-nenber districts in North Dakota in 2021
20 is at or around 16,500 and about 8288 for a

21 singl e-nenber House district.

22 The MHA Nation urges the legislature to
23 split the one at large state House district to
24 two single-nenber state House districts in

25 District 4, of the four that woul d enconpass the
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1 Fort Berthold Indian Reservation.

2 | f single-nmenber House districts were
3 inplenented within District 4, the House

4 districts would have an ideal popul ation of about
5 8288. Al of District 4is currently about 38.6
6 to 39 percent Native Anerican, and the 2020

7 Native voting age popul ation 18 and over is about
8 nearly 34 percent.

9 Bl ock voting is a concern for us and has
10 historically occurred in the state and has

11 negatively inpacted Native voting and di m ni shed
12 Native opportunities to serve in the legislature
13 and participate in the state and | ocal el ections.
14 The current district lends itself to

15 Dblock voting. This can be renedied by splitting
16 the district into two single districts, thereby
17 leveling the playing field, so to speak, for

18 candidates. W understand that a split district
19 is no guarantee that a tribal nenber woul d be

20 elected. W are confident, however, that it wll
21 increase our representation of our issues and

22 concerns to the | egislative body.

23 The |l egislature could easily draw a new
24 singl e-nenber House district in our area that

25 would have a native citizen voting age popul ati on
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of 67 percent. Using the map that is included,
usi ng such a single-nenber district would give
IMHA a nuch better opportunity to el ect a house
representative of MHA's choi ce than under the
current at large system

Second, the MHA Nation and its
communities are a community of interest and
should remain in a single legislative district.
Splitting a reservation or other communities into
multiple districts would dilute the ability of
tribal nmenbers to elect the representative of
t heir choi ce.

| understand that certain |legislators
have stated that they will not split up or crack
reservations into different districts. W can
appreci ate that position and respectfully request
that our communities not be split, as we have
shared interests and deserve the sane
representation.

Third, tribal nenbers who are also state
citizens are not only uniquely distinguished as
mnorities, but are part of a distinct political
status that |egally distinguishes them from ot her
mnority populations. During the 1990's, a

partial school district |ocated on Fort Berthold
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1 addressed simlar concerns with block voting and
2 addressed the issue by splitting the fornerly at
3 large district. | knowthis for a fact because |
4 participated in that change. This allowed the

5 election of two tribal nenbers on the school

6 board for the first tinme. The outcone has been
7  beneficial for all of us. W were able to bridge
8 the gap of communication and work together for

9 the benefit of our children and our famlies.

10 | see the devel opnent of a single

11 district for Fort Berthold Indian Reservation as
12 anot her opportunity to enhance our communi cation
13 and work together for a common goal of inproving
14 our comunities and the lives of people whom we
15 represent. W ask for this commttee to support
16 us in establishing a single district for the VHA
17 Nation, and we appreciate your support. W thank
18  you.

19 And the map is attached, as | stated
20 earlier, M. Chairman. And | amready to answer
21 any questions that anybody may have. And |

22  appreciate the tine.

23 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Thank you, Chairnman
24 Fox. | believe Senator Hol nberg has a question.
25 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Yeah. First of all,
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1 thank you for com ng down and sharing wth us

2 this norning. And | amsure that we’ve had

3 discussions about single-nenber districts for

4 native popul ations before in this particular

5 commttee. And | am putting words in your nouth

6 by saying what you are telling us and sharing

7 with us is not areflection on your attitude

8 toward your current legislators. It is just

9 going forward.

10 CHAI RVAN FOX:  Absol utely.

11 SENATOR HOLMBERG My question is: back
12 in 2001, there was a court case having to do with
13  single-nenber districts. And | don’t know if the
14 MHA Nation was part of it, and you're way too

15 young to have been around --

16 CHAl RMVAN FOX: | wi sh.

17 SENATOR HOLMBERG  -- during that. But
18 what the court did is they essentially dismssed

19 the case because the nunber -- the population did
200 not rise to the level where it would have nmade a

21 difference. But what you are presenting with us

22 and what we get in the census data, is that it’s

23 hard to argue if you have 8350 fol ks that it does
24 not have an inpact or to balance two districts.

25 |t's hard to argue that 8300 would not be a large
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1 influence. Am1| kind of going down the path that
2 you agree wth?

3 CHAI RVAN FOX: | do. | renenber, and |
4 amthat old; and | do renenber. And com ng out

5 of law school in the 90's nyself, and | recall

6 sone of the challenges nade at the tine. And

7 nyself, wwth ny |egal background, understood

8 fully why it would not succeed. It’s difficult

9 for you to say, well, we’'re going to district --
10 for purposes that we're discussing herein, we're
11 going to district off a reservation by itself.

12 That popul ation is nowhere near the average that
13 you’'re trying to seek overall.

14 A | ot of people would see that as

15  inequitable, and you know, and | do understand

16 why that couldn’t happen. But that’s where |

17 think we are uniquely different now.

18 And based upon our current -- and

19 renenber, every census that occurs we do get

20  under-representation in that census anyway. So
21 at a mninmumfor what they are able to gather up
22 and say, this is how many people are on Fort

23  Berthold, and these are how many natives and non-
24  npatives, they are pretty close. But at |east for

25 purposes of what we’'re discussing here the
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1 nunbers work. And that’s why we’re advocating to
2 say, it seens to be a good tine to consider

3 splitting the district so that Fort Berthold

4 would remain in one of those equally-split

5 districts, and have an opportunity to have nore

6 influence to get their issues forward.

7 Now, if | may, M. Chairnman, el aborate a
8 little bit nore on that. | referenced ny

9 experiences in wrking in a simlar situation in
10 ny honetown of Parshall. Parshall Braves,

11 Parshall, North Dakot a.

12 Grew up there, and outside of one year |
13 had the opportunity to go to D ckinson. And I

14 had many friends and | went to D ckinson Hi gh and
15 was a Dickinson Mdget for a year. Qher than

16 that, | spent fromfirst grade up to nmy senior

17 year at Parshall.

18 VWhat we had in Parshall was a history of
19 school board elections that -- and | becane very
20 famliar with ny argunents at the tine in ny

21 know edge because | graduated fromthe University
22 of North Dakota Law School, Voting R ghts Act

23 Anmendnent 65 and everything forward in the 1982
24 anmendnents which really tal ks and addresses about

25 bl ock voting.
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1 So what had occurred in Parshall

2 elections was, we gathered up all the statistics
3 and the data, and it showed that every tine a

4 tribal nmenber entered into the election, a Native
5 Anmerican or tribal nenber, it showed that the

6 average voting popul ation was voting -- people

7 that voted was at or around about just under 500
8 people. Wen a Native Anerican or enrolled

9 nenber did not run in an election, the turn-out
10 was typically sonewhere around 60 to 70 peopl e.
11 And so that’s called block voting. Meaning,

12 whenever a Native Anerican conmes out and runs,

13  then a large anount of non-1ndi an peopl e woul d
14 come out to vote to nmake sure that the el ection
15 would go that different way.

16 Now, we show the history of each school
17 board election leading up to that. And in fact,
18 just to add a little additional proof of that, |
19 nyself prior to being on counsel, knew we needed
20 additional information, and | put ny nane on the
21 school board election. And the previous election
22  there was, again, less than 100 peopl e that

23 voted. Wien | cane out, | think we set the

24  record of over 500 people that cane out and

25 vyot ed. O course, | wasn't el ected.
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1 And so, honestly, we then took that

2 information, sat down. Departnent of Justice got
3 involved. The authorized for the DOJ to cone on
4 out here.

S We began the process of negoti ation.

6 School boards all have their own joint attorney
/7 at the tinme that represent all the schools. And
8 we sat down, and we went over the law. W went

9 over the circunstances and showed the dat a,

10 things of that nature.

11 VWhat ends up happeni ng at the Parshal
12 School Board District, is by a vote, we didn’t

13  just have DQJ say, well, it's got to be this way,
14  and the tribe said this way. And then it was

15 automatically accepted.

16 By | aw, by your |aw, the adult nenbers
17 in the school district still had to vote to

18 change this. And very luckily, and I'’mvery

19  happy about it, we were able to get the requisite
20 percentage of affirmative votes to change the

21  district. And what ends up happening, of the

22 five board nenbers, three, as required by your

23 |aw, had to remain in rural settings outside the
24  city of Parshall, and the two other remaining

25 positions of Parshall were split between north
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1 and south.

2 And in one of the districts, the Native
3 Anmerican population by residents would be a

4 mjority, and in the other district they were

5 |less than 40 percent. But they did agree to

6 split it into tw city districts. So basically,
7 two city, where just the city people vote, all

8 the residents tribal and non-tribal vote for the
9 two. The outside could not. But the three rural
10 remained at large. So the Indians and non-

11 I ndi ans through the whol e school district vote

12 for the three outlying district, but you have to
13 run. You have to reside in the outside in a

14 rural setting.

15 So I"'msharing this wwth you because the
16 people in the district, we voted to accept this.
17 And as soon as we voted to accept this and we had
18 a subsequent election, for the first time in the
19 history of the school board, two Native Anmericans
20 were elected for the two districts in the city of
21  Parshall and we becane part of the school board
22 for the first tine.

23 Now, you say, okay that occurred.

24 That’s nice. Wat was the end result of it? And

25 | stand here before you today very proudly to say

(312) 528-9111 | info@wor [dwidelit.com Page: 70
Worldwide Litigation Services



Case 1:22-cv-00031-PDW-RRE Bl bR Gt ek 028123 Page 71 of 121

1 this. Even though we’ve had issues that cone and
2 go, disagreenents whether it’s the tri bal

3 governnent’s involvenent or just |ocal concerns.
4 No situation ever goes exactly the way you want

5 in any given governance.

6 But you know, today we stand here.

7 We're Parshall itself. W'’ve never been a

8 mjority on the school board, but whether we were
9 or were not, | don’t think that nade any

10 difference. The difference nade is having that
11 voi ce and understandi ng and needs.

12 We have just now conpl eted two phases of
13 Parshall. Parshall has got a brand new school.

14 Parshall has got a brand new football field,

15 brand new track and stadium and extra basket bal
16 gym They conpleted two phases — the high school
17 itself, and the athletic field is the second

18 phase. And now we’'re noving into a third phase
19 in which we are going to nove the grade school up
20 to the area of the high school so we’'re al

21 unified in the sane area for bussing and for

22 sports and for everything else of that nature.

23 Now phases one, we split that with the
24 school district. They put a tax on that, but the

25 tribe cane in at $9 mllion on the first phase.
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1 On the second phase which was again 8- to $9

2 mllion, we paid for that 100 percent. The third
3 phase, which is going to occur, is the sane

4 thing. The tribe is going to pay for that 100

5 percent, another 8- to $9 mllion.

6 And so ny point I'mraising with this

7 1s: when we're tal ki ng about changing districting
8 and the consideration of getting tribal nenbers

9 nore involved with the el ection by addressing

10 redistricting, addressing potential block voting
11  situations, doesn't nean it’'s going to be a

12 negative situation. In this situation it's very
13 positive working together, making sure that the
14 needs are net, but the tribe itself having that
15 connection, that Nexis, is always being willing
16 to invest and nove things forward as well.

17 Anot her point that | want to say because
18 | knowtine is |imted, and it nmay be asked

19 anyway, and | know there m ght be sone concerns
20  out there and maybe criticisnms, rightly so. 1|’'m
21 a Veteran of the United States Marine Corps, |aw
22 school graduate, | believe in our constitution

23 and everything el se. But there m ght be people
24 who say, well if we’'re doing this for one

25 mnority group, then we’re going to have to end
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up doing it for other mnority groups. Under the

federal |aw, maybe you will. But the bottomline

for our situation here, | offer this up. W are

uni quely different for two reasons.

One reason is the nost inportant reason

| think, is that being a citizen of the state of
Nort h Dakota, outside of ne being very proud of
that. When in the Marine Corps and asked where

you from | was always -- did ny best to stand

out in ny service to our country. And they would

al ways say, where are you from and how are you
doi ng these things? O how are you able to do

these different things you do? And | tell them

|’ mfrom North Dakota, work hard. W’'ve got cold

w nters, and we're tough; and we can do a | ot of
different things up there. And | always was, |
feel, a good delegate for the state of North
Dakota. And when | did, | was always very proud
of that, and I still, to this day, renain that

way .

But the reality of the situation is: as

Nati ve Anmerican people we have to belong to a
state. W have no ot her neans and nechani sns of
participating both on the state level for

governnental |evel, state |level. But even nore
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1 inportantly, that Nexis to the federal |evel.

2 There is no way that Native Americans can el ect

3 two senators and a congressnman to Washi ngt on,

4 D.C. W have no other neans or nechani sns of

5 representation or even casting a vote but through
6 as being citizens of the state of North Dakot a.

7 So inherently, we have to bel ong, and we have a

8 need to be a part of the election system So

9 that’'s what | think the npost inportant thing that
10 a lot of people msunderstand. They say, well

11 tribe has got its own governnent. State has got
12 its omn. We don’'t need to m x, blah, blah, blah.
13 Sone people say that. Not you. But the thing

14 is, we have no other neans or nethods of

15 interacting wth the federal governnent, electing
16 representatives, etc. as | have been alluding to.
17 So that's really critical.

18 The other one is not as inportant but is
19 worth nentioning. It’s that when you take the

20 tinme and opportunity to acknow edge the tri bal

21 governnents or tribal menbers who are citizens of
22  poth a tribal nation and the state of North

23 Dakota, you take that into consideration. And

24 that is not only and just strictly a

25 consideration for mnority status as ny letter
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says. You have to renenber that Native Anmericans
in this country have a uni que status, a |egal
status, of being politically separate; not just
by race, but by political status. Wat is that
political status? It’s established in the
Constitution of the United States of Anerica. It
tal ks about the tribes. It tal ks about the
relationship with the tribes and the governnents
and things of that nature.

So when you nmake efforts to try to fuse
and try to reorgani ze your redistricting to take
I nto consideration nenbers that are voting adult
menbers, who are nenbers of both the state and of
the tribe, you are following a pattern of
political distinguishnment not necessarily a
raci al one, even though the federal |laws relate
to that. That's sonething that | think is
uni quely different.

But al ong the way, | guess, the | ast and
final thing as | open nyself up for nore
questions, is that | understand the process. And
our situation at |east for Fort Berthold and HVA
| ndi an Nation and those that reside within Fort
Berthold, we think that the nunbers work for you

to equitably do this. And we're not asking for
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1 anything unfair or anything that woul d be

2 definitely slanted in one direction or the other.
3 CHAI RMAN DEVLIN:  Thank you very nuch.
4 Questions? Representative Schauer.

S REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: Thank you,

6 M. Chairman.

7 Thank for being here, Chairnman Fox.
8 CHAI RMAN FOX:  You bet.
9 REPRESENTATI VE SCHAUER: | appreciate

10 your commrents, because in the past we have had --
11 well, in the | ast couple of neetings we have had
12 sone very negative comments and sonme accusati ons,
13 which I felt were false. So | appreciate your

14 attitude.

15 The question | have for you is: the

16 split district nodel -- obviously this has been
17 used in other states. Do you have data or

18 evidence to show that this has created a

19 situation where you have better representation?
20 CHAI RMAN FOX:  Uh-huh (affirmative). |
21 can’t go over other states. The two things I

22 would raise is, | understand district splitting
23  occurred historically in this own |egislature

24 previously. That’s what we were told. That's

25 the first question that cane up. Has the state
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1 ever done that? M I|awer, John Frederick, said
2 the sane thing and sone ot her people that are

3 advocating for a split district. W |ooked at

4  the nunbers too. And they said, well it has been
5 done in the past, back in the 70's and ot her

6 tinmes. So that’'s one issue.

7 And what | offer up, Representative

8 Schauer, is that the exanple that | gave where we
9 had an at large system and we worked to split

10 that so that Native Americans woul d have a

11 greater opportunity to influence an el ection and
12 have their interests heard, when that was done at
13 Parshall, that whole thing that | described, |

14 think it lent itself toward better dial ogue,

15 official representation, bringing issues in a

16 fornmal manner.

17 W have a good systemtoday. You know
18 that I, as Chairman, |I’mno stranger to nost of
19 you here, and I know nost of you as well because
20 |’'ve been here since 2009, '11, '13, '15, '17,

21 '19, '21.

22 Qur basic position that we’ve taken as a
23 tribe -- and not all tribes do this -- is that we
24 think it’s nore beneficial; we think it’s better

25 that we have an open-door dial ogue between our
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1 tribal nation and the state. Sone tribes in

2 North Dakota and a lot of tribes in other states
3 have a cl osed-door policy. They see it as futile
4 for tribes to get involved with state

5 governnents, because their constant argunent is
6 always going to be, nothing is going to change

7 anyway. Wiy go down there and spend that tine?
8 The differences are so i mmense that we’ ||l never
9 get anything acconplished. And so defeat after
10 defeat causes many of themto pull back and not
11 do that.

12 W don’t believe that at MHA Nati on.

13 Under ny adm nistration, we work not only during
14 the session but in off times during the

15 committees, Tribal State Relations Conmttee, the
16 Taxation Commttee we had previously, all these
17 different things because we are all still, A

18 citizens of North Dakota; B, citizens of the

19 United States government. And we're all in this
20  together, and even though our governnents are

21 uniquely different, we still have the needs to
22  interact.

23 So ny point in sharing that is even

24 though -- and | saw ny good friend, Senator

25 \Warner, in the back, | eader on the senate side --
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1 we have a really good history. W'’ ve never

2 agreed to everything. Tax and things that we’ ve
3 had to work cooperatively together, but we ve

4  Dbeen able to really nmake sonme big strides.

S | believe that if you split the

6 districts, it’s not going to radically change

7 your aisle conposition and red and bl ue or

8 anything else | don't believe. Wat it does for
9 wus is it gives nore of a formal link that wll

10 only enhance a good working rel ationship that the
11 tribes and the state have already put together.
12 And tribal nmenbers that may be el ected or have an
13 influence on a non-tribal nenber nore so.

14 And as Senator Hol nberg said earlier,
15 this is in no way a criticism against

16  representation we currently have. | just think
17 it strengthens it. It just gives nore

18 opportunity to have nore influence on that. And
19 anything that noves in that direction is a

20  positive. Although we understand conpl etely,

21 that there is no absolutes in anything provided
22 here.

23 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N.  Chairman, | believe
24 Senat or Bekkedahl had a questi on.

25 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Thank you,
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1 M. Chairman and Chai rman Fox. Thanks for being

N

here as a fellow nenber of the U S. Arny, thank

3 you for your service.

4 CHAI RMAN FOX:  You bet. Thank you.

S SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: You made us proud in
6 the Marine Corps.

7 CHAI RMAN FOX:  Ooh rah.

8 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: My comments and

9 questions relate to the commttee nore, but |'m
10 glad you're here to hear it as well.

11 Timely, at NCSL | ast week, if you

12 noticed in your emails, provided us a report on
13 redistricting the Suprenme Court the nost

14 significant cases. |If you need to |ook it up, |
15 have a copy as well. But it goes through cases
16 related to popul ation.

17 These are Suprene Court deci sion cases,
18 by the way. Cases related to |egislatures versus
19  conmm ssions, cases related to race, cases related
20 to partisanship. So it’s a really insightful

21 article. | was glad | got to see it, and part of
22 it was referenced in our neeting yesterday by

23 | egislative counsel staff in the Jingles

24 Deci si on.

25 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Uh-huh (affirmative).
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1 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: But | woul d just

2 point out to the Commttee a couple of other

3 things it says.

4 So Thornburg versus Jingles — the case
5 of whether Section 2 Voting R ghts act requires
6 that a majority or mnority district be drawn.

7 Renenber, it is said that the Suprenme Court held
8 that for a plaintiff to prevail on a Section 2

9 <claim he or she nust show

10 One - the racial or language mnority
11 group is sufficiently nunmerous and conpact to

12 forma majority in a single-nenber district, and
13 | think you spoke to this, Chairman Fox.

14 Nunmber two - the mnority group is

15 politically cohesive, neaning it’s nenbers tend
16 to vote simlarly, and | think you tal ked a

17 little bit about that as well.

18 And then three - the nmajority vote

19 sufficiently is a block to enable it, usually to
20 defeat the mnority's preferred candidate. And |
21 think you even spoke to that. So you did cover
22 all three of those areas fromyour history, and |
23 appreciate that.

24 There are other cases, M. Chairnan,

25 that talk about MIIler versus Johnson, a case
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1 that showed a district becones an

2 unconstitutional racial gerrymandering if race

3 was the predom nant factor in the draw ng of

4 |lines.

S And that’s where | think |egislative

6 counsel gave us great counsel in your information
7 yesterday about making sure that we respect the

8 idea of the race issue pertaining to the cases,

9 but also taking into account that it cannot be

10 the predom nant factor in drawing the |ines.

11 So we have these three things in Jingles
12 we have tal ked about, and | woul d defer, again,

13 to Ms. Ness because she was the expert yesterday
14 on this.

15 But | just wanted to reiterate that if
16  you want nore information -- and it was brought
17 up here today by the Chairman -- that NCSL has a
18 great article. |'’mhappy to leave it here if you
19 want copies. | didn't make any, but you can nake
20 any of your own.

21 Again, | appreciate you reiterating sone
22 of the things that | read in ny research as well.
23 CHAI RVAN FOX: | appreciate that,

24 Senator because the Jingles case has been a

25 | ongstandi ng case that has really governed the
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1 1982 Voting R ghts Act anendnents and things of

2 that nature. Make no doubt about that.

3 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Yes.
4 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Representative Nat he.
5 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: Thank you,

6 M. Chairman. Thank you, M. Fox.

7 | just want to nake a clarification.

8 D dyou state that we’ ve subdivided before in the
9 past inthis state?

10 CHAI RVAN FOX: No. What we asked for is
11 if the state had ever subdivided before. | don’t
12 recollect that they subdivided the district that
13  Fort Berthold has bel onged to.

14 REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: | just want

15 clarification. This state has never subdi vi ded.
16 Is that correct?

17 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Representative

18  Hol nberg has a follow up on that.

19 SENATOR HOLMBERG  Thank you for that

20 pronotion.

21 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Senat or.
22 SENATOR HOLMBERG  When you’re tal ki ng
23 about the subdivision, |I think what people are

24 forgetting is | don't believe the state has ever

25 subdi vi ded. But the federal courts in 1975 cane
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1 in and abolished the nmulti-senatorial districts
2 in Gand Forks, Fargo, Mnot, and Bi smarck and
3 said, you can’'t have 4 senators and 12

4 representatives. You have to divide them up.

5 And so there was subdivision in 75.

6 CHAI RVAN FOX:  Ckay.

7 SENATOR HOLMBERG. And that was court
8 mandated, and not to get too nuch into the weeds,
9 but because of Mnot, they got to keep a nulti-
10 senatorial district for another 12 years or

11 whatever. But anyway, so now we're single.

12 But the state has not done it. They
13 have studied it. W have had floor anendnents in
14  the Senate during redistricting to do

15 subdi vi sion, which did not pass, but no one has
16 presented evidence until you cane here today,

17 that showed that the popul ati ons were of such a
18 factor that they do fall into the protections of
19 the Federal Voting Rights Act. And the

20 | egislature, of course, will nmake up its m nd,
21 our mnd, and we have a choice. W can respect
22 reality, or we can ignore reality. But | think
23 at the end of the day personal opinion, there
24wl be subdivisions.

25 CHAI RMAN FOX: | appreciate that very
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1 nuch.

2 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Further questions from
3 the commttee? Senator Klein.

4 SENATOR KLEI'N:  Thank you, M. Chairman
5 and Chairman Fox. You know —

6 CHAI RVAN FOX:  Senat or .

7 SENATOR KLEIN: I'’mfrom Wells County,

8 central part of the state, Germans from Russi a,

9  Norwegi ans.

10 CHAI RMAN FOX:  Sure.

11 SENATOR KLEIN: | think we -- and |

12 probably attended 13 State of the Tribes

13 addresses here at the legislature. And the one
14 thing that stood out many tines is that we're all
15 citizens. W’re citizens of North Dakot a.

16 CHAl RMAN FOX:  Yes.

17 SENATOR KLEIN:  And you’re bringing that
18 again. You ve nentioned that again. And | think
19 that when | go home, that’s the feeling anongst,
20 at least many individuals in nmy district. W

21  should be treating themjust |ike us. North

22 Dakotans. W'’ re North Dakotans, and | know

23 you’ve suggested that you’ ve been represented

24 well by whomyou' ve had. | know I’ve served wth

25 Senator LaFountain and Senator Barsy (phonetic),
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1 and Senator Marcellais, and | believe Don

2  Chargin. | know Charlie Miurphy took a shot at it
3 down in Standi ng Rock.

4 W' ve reached out, and | know -- | see
5 you wal king down the hallway. And I know the

6 conference roomtoday is schedul ed for Chairnan

7 Fox and nenbers of the tribes because they're

8 going to neet wth | eadership.

9 So | guess -- you know | have to go hone
10 and suggest, and | see this as a |legal issue.

11 But I'mgoing to have to tell ny folks that, you
12 know, we are treating thema bit differently.

13 And they'll say, well why aren’t you respecting

14 their concerns? And I'mlike, well, | think we
15 are.

16 | think you have a great senator in

17 District 4. |I'’mnot as famliar with your House

18  nmenber, but | know he has brought any nunber of

19 | ssues.

20 CHAI RVAN FOX:  Sure.

21 SENATOR KLEIN: | believe he brought the
22 basketball player of the year.

23 CHAI RVAN FOX: ©Oh, vyeah.

24 SENATOR KLEIN: | think we’ ve reached

25 out. And sonetines, as Representative Schauer
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1 has suggested, you know -- | don’t know t hat

2 we're offended -- but sonetinmes sone of the

3 remarks sense then we haven’'t done what we shoul d
4  have done. But | think we are -- maybe this is

5 an opinion piece. That we have worked hard to

6 honor the wishes of the tribes. | get what we're
7 trying to do here. |I'mjust trying to devel op ny
8 psychology as | go hone and try to respect that

9 we’'re all citizens of North Dakot a.

10 CHAI RVAN FOX: Ch, absolutely. And |

11 appreciate your comment, and | will be one here
12 to stand here as a witness and say you all have

13 worked very hard to work with tribes in many

14 ways.
15 And | can speak not on behalf of the
16  other tribes, but for our own WHA Nation. | am

17 the spokesperson under our constitution, and I

18 will say that you ve done sone really good things
19 in the past. And | think we are reaping the

20  benefits of that cooperation. W sat that this
21  past year as well.

22 W have a common interest, MHA. Energy
23 devel opnent, utilizing our trust resources and

24 changi ng our standard of I|iving, building

25 infrastructure, changi ng our econony, doing al
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1 these things the federal governnent is never

2 going to do, we’ve done for ourselves. But we've
3 done that only because -- been able to do that

4 because we’'ve worked cooperatively with the

5 state.

6 Now t hat being said, there’s never a

7 reason not to inprove sonething further. Bl ock
8 voting still does occur. It occurred in the

9 90’s, and nyself personally, just to prove that
10 it was going on, in running | showed that it was
11 bl ock voti ng.

12 | have a | aw degree. |'ma Veteran of
13 the United States Marine Corps. |'mnot patting
14 nyself on the back. But if you ever wanted to
15 find soneone as a candidate to run for a |ocal

16  board and you | ook at their character, you | ook
17 at their experience, and everything el se, those
18 are pretty high credentials to have, being you
19 know, law trained, juris doctorate, and then at
20 the sanme tinme a Veteran of the United States

21 Marine Corps.

22 But the people at that tine didn't see
23 it that way. They only saw it as a Native

24 American, an Indian, running for that school

25 poard, and we don’t want it to be that way. W
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1 don't want an Indian on that board.

2 Now, since we made the change, what

4 i1s on, or threeis on, it really doesn’t natter.
5 W've, through the process, figured out howto
6 comuni cate and work, and now you see all these
7 benefits.

8 And | can assure you that fromthe

9 school board itself, and fromthe constituents

11 as a whole, all the positive benefits that are
12 coming are a result of the tribe and tri bal

13 menbers and non-tribal nenbers working together
14 has really been phenonenal and good. And we're
15 nmoving in the right direction.

16 | just think that consideration of

17 splitting the House, not the Senate obviously,

19 We will still have non-Indians. O 8300 people,
20 you know, one-third are still going to be non-
21 tribal nenbers.

22 And so one way or another, we have to
23 work for the common good to find good candi dates
24 and are continued good candi dates that help

25 represent all interests of everybody in the

3 you're now seeing today is whether one is on, two

10 that are in our school district nowin District 4

18 and not asking for us to becone our own district.
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1 district and not naybe one side or the other, and
2 that’'s what we need to have. If you split this,
3 | believe it lends itself toward that fact.
4 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: Are there any further
5 questions for Chairman Fox?
6 Seei ng none.
7 M. Chairman, it’s an honor to have you
8 here today.
9 CHAI RVAN FOX: | appreciate --
10 CHAl RVAN DEVLI N:  Thank you very mnuch.
11 CHAI RVMAN FOX: |’ m honored to be wth
12 you, and honored to see all of you. Thank you,
13 Chai r man.
14 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N: Ckay. Thank you.
15 Commttee, | don't know that this is
16  possible, but we still hope to finish right
17 around noon. But |’ m hoping that Senator Pool man
18 and Senat or Bekkedahl, or whoever has to check to
19 see if we have to clean up that |ine or whatever,
20  could do that rather quickly.
21 So if we could break for 10 m nutes, the
22 rest of the Commttee. | don’t know -- and
23 Senator Oban too, | believe.
24 Thank you.
25 (Recess taken)
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CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  But | think we can
show it on the screen. Can we not?

M5. THOWPSON:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Ckay.

There was sone issue with the one
boundary in what, 337

SENATOR POCLMAN: | just wanted to nake
sure that it aligned with what we had al ready
approved - -

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: So we will have 4 and
3 and 16.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Si X.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N Si x, excuse ne. |
said 16, ready to go with this explanation. |Is
that correct?

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, if you
want nme to proceed with the what’'s up on the
screen. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN DEVLI N.  Yeah.

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: So thanks to Senat or
(ban, Senat or Pool man, and Representative Lefor
al so, and Representative Nathe for getting
together on this. As we wnd down to the final
axis of the map, as you know, we’'re in North

Dakota here, and we worked fromthe east to the
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west. | think these were the last three
di stricts where we have boundary issues that we
have wor ked out.

Just to quantify the changes that we
made, in District 6 the southern boundary of
District 6 used to conme down to the Burl eigh
County line. W’ve brought that boundary |ine up
alittle bit to the north to try and nmake an
accommodation to the north-south distance of that
di strict which goes up to the Canadi an border at
this point.

District 33, we nmade sure that the
sout hern boundaries were correct with the maps
fromDi strict 36 that we approved yesterday as
proposed by Representative Lefor. So that’s back
I n the proper |ocation.

For the boundary between District 33 and
District 6, we followed basically the H ghway 83
boundary. So we used the boundary fromthe | ake
all the way down to Washburn as H ghway 83. From
Washburn, if you can highlight where Washburn is
and just zoomin a little bit.

So as you can see on this now, WAshburn
is in District 33, not in District 6. And then

the whol e area east of Washburn is essentially in
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1 Dstrict 33 now That used to be D strict 6.

2 Movi ng back up north, if you could, I'm
3 following 83 north across the river. W again

4 follow 83 across the | ake at the Lake Audubon

5 causeway.

6 The little town of Max -- you see a

7 little bunp there. The little town of Max had

8 331 people to the west side of H ghway 83 and

9 only 2 people, but it still did have sonme of the
10 town east of H ghway 83. W’ve input all of the
11 city of Max in, and we adjusted that boundary

12 based on input fromthe MLean County Auditor who
13 said their educations -- their election

14 administration is made nuch easi er by having the
15 2 people who |live on the east side of Hi ghway 83
16 in Max in the sane election precinct as the rest
17 of the city of Max. So that’'s an acconmobdati on
18 in the recommendati on.

19 As you continue north on that boundary
200 -- this is continuing on H ghway 83 -- you take
21 the Hi ghway 83 boundary as a boundary |ine

22 pbetween Districts 4 and 6 all the way up to the
23 sout hern boundaries of the Mnot Districts. So
24 the community of Sawyer, which used to be in

25 District 4, is nowin District 6. And by the

(312) 528-9111 | info@wor [dwidelit.com Page: 93
Worldwide Litigation Services



Transcription

Case 1:22-cv-00031-PDW-RFBE§|-Q,LrHIn @gmq% &jegog{gﬁlzs Page 94 of 121

1 way, | was told that prior to the last 10 years,
2  Sawyer was aligned wth Velva in the sane
3 district. So now they' re back in the sane

4 district.

S The nunbers, | think, work out pretty
6 reasonably. | believe District 4is alittle bit
7 under in the deviation. | can’t read it from

8 here, but it’s mnus sonething. Isn't it?

9 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: 1t’s m nus 0. 65.
10 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: And then Districts

11 33 and District 6 are wwthin the realnms of the

12 deviation as well. Neither one of them exceeds 5
13 percent on the positive side.

14 So we think we have struck a bal ance,

15 M. Chairman. | wsh the maps were here. D d

16  they conme finally?

17 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER:  Yes.

18 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: kay. And | would

19 defer questions to any of the nenbers that worked
20 on this fromthe maps you have before you now.

21 So thank you.

22 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Are there any

23 questions fromthe Commttee?

24 Seei ng none. Then, | believe that we

25 would need to nove Districts 6 -- no 4, 6, and 33
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f or war

Honor

and se

d. Does soneone want to make that Mdtion?

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER:

M . Chai r nan.

SENATOR POCOLMAN:
CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:

conded.
Seei ng none,

M5, THOVPSON:

Devl i n.

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:

M5. THOWVPSON:
Boschee.
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5, THOMPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOWVPSON:
REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOWVPSON:

SENATOR HOLMBERG

M5. THOVPSON:

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL:

pol |

So noved, Your

Second.

Mbti on has been made

| s there any di scussion?

the Commttee.

Okay. Representatives

Yes.
Bel | ew.
BOSCHEE:  Yes.
Headl and, Lefor.
LEFOR  Yes.
Monson.
MONSON:  Yes.
Nat he.

NATHE: Yes.
Schauer .
SCHAUER:  Yes.

Senat or s Hol nmber g.
Yes.
Bekkedahl .

Aye.
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1 M5. THOVPSON:  Bur ckhard.

2 SENATOR BURCKHARD: Aye.

3 M5. THOMPSON:  Er bel e.

4 SENATOR ERBELE: Aye.

5 M5. THOWPSON: Kl ei n.

6 SENATOR KLEI'N:  Aye.

7 M5. THOWPSON:  Oban.

8 SENATOR OBAN.  Yes.

9 M5. THOMPSON:  Pool man.

10 SENATOR POOLMAN:  Aye.

11 M5. THOWPSON: And Sorvaag.
12 SENATOR SCRVAAG  Aye.

13 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: Comm ttee, then |

14 believe we should have a notion to approve the
15 prelimnary map, and we all understand it can be
16  tweaked, you know, next week. But approve the
17 prelimnary map, and let the counsel review it
18 for all the legal requirenents that they have to
19 do. And then we’'ll ook at it again next week.
20 So we need a notion to approve the

21 prelimnary map and send it to Legislative

22  Counsel for final review

23 SENATOR BURCKHARD: So noved.
24 SENATOR POCOLMAN: Second.
25 CHAI RMAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Bur ckhard,
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[

Senat or Pool man seconded. Any di scussion?

2 Representative Klein — or Senator Kl ein,
3 excuse ne.

4 SENATOR KLEIN:  Hello, M. Chairman, and
5 just keeping in mnd that 12 and 29 are still in
6 flux just alittle. But that would not change

7  the rest of the map.

8 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Ri ght.
9 Senat or Hol nberg.
10 SENATOR HOLMBERG  And then al so keepi ng

11 in mnd that we have not assigned nunbers to new
12 districts. W haven't made that particul ar
13 decision as of yet. There has been discussion,

14 but nothing has gelled that I'm aware of.

15 M. Chai r man.

16 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N Yes.

17 SENATOR HOLMBERG | know at sone point
18 | believe you would like this next week, |

19 believe we woul d | ook at proposal s on whet her or
20 not we were going to subdivide, but that doesn’t
21 make any difference on the big map. That w |
22 only be internally within |egislative districts.
23 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN: Representative

24 Schauer, did you have sonet hing?

25 Ckay. Anyone el se?
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Do you want to sign those nunbers before
we do the prelimnary map? That’'s up to you. |
mean - -

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: |t nakes sense.

(I ndi scerni bl e)

CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: M. Chairman |’ ve

REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: |’ ve had sone
di scussion with our Senator and our Executive
Committee, and they would like to see us becone
19. So | would make that request. \Whether you
want to do it today or not that’'s --

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  As | understand it,
Representative Monson, you had nore of a
popul ati on change 20 to 19 than the ot her way.

Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: W di d.

CHAI RVAN DEVLIN:  Does anyone have an
objection to that?

Then, | think that woul d make the nost
sense. And then we can get the maps with the
proper nunbers as well.

Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE MONSON: M. Chai r man,
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1 then District 20 would remain -- the corpus of

2 District 20 would remain District 207

3 CHAl RMAN DEVLIN: That is correct.

4 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chai rnman.

5 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Senat or Bekkedahl .
6 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: M. Chairman, if
7  possible, | would |ike to request District 23

8 assignnent to the new district out west of

9 WIIliston.

10 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N: And that was, | think
11 you had one of one and two of the other. And

12 you'd like to have two and two --

13 SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: It bal ances out two
14 and two, even and odd.

15 CHAI RVAN DEVLI N:  Any di scussion on

16 that? |Is there any objections?

17 Senat or Bur ckhard.

18 SENATOR BURCKHARD:  No.

19 CHAI RVAN DEVLIN. |I'mgoing to get this
20 right before I'’mdone, | prom se Senator Sorvaag.

21 Could you just switch nanetags or sonething? You
22 know, |’'d be --

23 | apol ogi ze. Ckay. |Is there any

24 objection to nmaking District 23 the western one?

25 Seei ng none, okay.
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1 UNI DENTI FI ED MEMBER: M. Chairnman, that
2 would leave District 267
3 CHAI RMAN DEVLIN: 26 and 10.
4 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: And 10. And as Cass
5 County, | don’'t care. Either one of them
6 Should we do 10 in Cass County and 26 sout hwest?
7 CHAl RMAN DEVLIN: |Is that what you — is
8 that it, 26 out west and 10 in Cass County?
9 Any objections to that?
10 Seeing none, we wll go wth that way,
11 that way the prelimnary map that’ s published
12 woul d have all the district nunbers on there, and
13 | think that’'s a better way to go.
14 So the notion was made to approve the
15 prelimnary map, send it to | egislative counsel
16 for their review, with us conmng in next week to
17 make any final tweaks or any things that have to
18 be done due to their legal review and other
19 factors.
20 Any further discussion?
21 Seei ng none, poll the commttee.
22 M5. THOWPSON: Representative Devlin.
23 CHAl RMAN DEVLI N Yes.
24 M5. THOWPSON: Bel | ew.
25 Boschee.
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REPRESENTATI VE BOSCHEE: Yes.
M5. THOWSON: Headl and is out.

Lef or.

REPRESENTATI VE LEFOR:  Yes.
M5. THOVPSON:  Monson.
REPRESENTATI VE MONSON:  Yes.
M5. THOWPSON:  Nat he.
REPRESENTATI VE NATHE: Yes.
M5. THOWPSON:  Schauer.

REPRESENTATI VE
M5. THOVPSON:

SCHAUER:  Yes.
Senat or Hol nber g.

SENATOR HOLMBERG  Yes.

M5. THOVPSON:

Bekkedahl .

SENATOR BEKKEDAHL: Aye.

M5. THOVPSON:

Bur ckhar d.

SENATOR BURCKHARD: Aye.

M5. THOWPSON:.  Er bel e.
SENATOR ERBELE: Aye.
M5. THOWPSON: Kl ei n.
SENATOR KLEIN:  Aye.
M5. THOWPSON:  Cban.
SENATOR OBAN.  Yes.

M5. THOWPSON:  Pool man.

SENATOR POOLMAN:  Aye.

M5. THOVPSON:

And Sorvaag.
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SENATOR SORVAAG  Aye.

M5. THOWPSON: Mbtion carries.

CHARVAN DEVLI N:  Thank you.

Commttee, we will tal k about southern
di stricts next week. The thing that’s in the
chairman’s mnd -- you know, in ny mnd we could
get done in one day next week. But then |
remenber sone days that | thought that we woul d
be able to get done in an hour’s tine, and it
t ook four.

So | would propose, Commttee, but |I'm
certainly open to sonething different, instead of
comng in all day on Tuesday, | woul d propose
that we start at 1 o' clock on Tuesday, and neet
on Wednesday. That would allow people to drive
I n Tuesday norning. | know a | ot of you have
budget session on Thursday. So if we’'re there
al | day Thursday.

And if Counsel sees — they think we need
to be here | onger on Tuesday, | can change that.
But that’'s what |’ m proposing unless there’'s
serious objections that we would go at 1 o' cl ock
on Tuesday and then 9 o' clock on Wdnesday. |Is
t hat okay wth everyone? Ckay.

What el se do you need from us?
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1 | think, Commttee, we wll adjourn for
2 the day. | thank you very much. | thank the

3 counsel staff that carried ne and everyone el se
4 on this Commttee through the process. And you

5 know, | can’'t say enough about the work that

6 they ve done. And we sent them sonething | ast

7 night that | sent out really late, and | got a

8 nmessage back even later |ast night that they had
9 already conpleted it. So |I'’munder the

10 assunption that they never sleep on counsel

11 staff.

12 So thank you. Thank you all, very nuch.
13 Comm ttee, we are adjourned. See you
14 next Tuesday.

15 (END OF VI DEO FI LE)

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

2 | certify that the foregoing is a true

3 and accurate transcript of the digital recording

4 provided to ne in this matter.

S | do further certify that | amneither a
6 relative, nor enployee, nor attorney of any of

7 the parties to this action, and that | am not

8 financially interested in the action.

11

12

13 Jul i e Thonpson, CET-1036

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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