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2021 JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Redistricting Committee
Room JW327E, State Capitol

HB 1504
11/8/2021

A bill relating to legislative redistricting and staggering of terms of members of the
legislative assembly and relating to legislative districts and staggering of terms of
members of the legislative assembly.

Chairman Devlin called the meeting to order at 2:50pm.

Roll call-all present.

LEGISLATORS PRESENT
Chairman Devlin
Co-Chairman Holmberg
Representative Bellew
Representative Boschee
Representative Headland
Representative Lefor
Representative Monson
Representative Nathe
Representative Schauer
Senator Bekkedahl
Senator Burckhard
Senator Erbele
Senator Klein
Senator Oban
Senator Poolman
Senator Sorvaag

KL< << << <<

Discussion Topics:
e Subdistricts division
e District boundaries
Representative Kreidt distributed proposed amendments 21.1113.02007 (#12169).

Emily Thompson, Legislative Council, displayed maps showing Morton County with
specifically the city of Judson.

Senator Anderson distributed proposed amendments 21.1113.02008 (#12168).
Emily Thompson, Legislative Council, displayed maps showing districts. (3:08pm)
Representative Headland made a motion to adopt amendment 21.1113.02008.

Senator Holmberg seconded the motion.
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Voice vote-motion carried to adopt the amendment.

Representative Ertelt proposed two amendments, 21.1113.02003 (#12167) and
21.1113.02004 (#12166).

Senator Marcellais proposed amendments 21.1113.02006 (#12165) with a handout
including two maps (#12164).

Douglas Yankton, Chairman for the Spirit Lake Nation, testified in opposition (#12163)
(3:21pm).

Jamie Azure, Chairman of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians, testified in
opposition (#12162). (3:30pm).

Representative Nelson testified in opposition with no written testimony. (3:34pm).

Representative Boschee made a motion to adopt Senator Marcellais’ amendment
21.1113.02006.

Senator Oban seconded the motion.

Voice vote-motion failed.

Representative Jones testified in opposition with no written testimony. (3:57pm)
Senator Holmberg explained how the bill could be divided.

Emily Thompson, Legislative Council, map presentation.

Representative Bellew proposed amendment on page 4 line 12 changing third avenue to
fourth avenue. Legislative Council is able to make this correction without a vote.

Emily Thompson, Legislative Council, map presentation.

Chairman Devlin adjourned at 4:16pm.

Additional written testimony:

Rick Gion, Director of North Dakota Voters First, testimony in opposition #11790.

Mary Brucker, Committee Clerk
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Joint Redistricting Committee written testimony
2021 special session of the Legislature
November 8, 2021

Chairman and members of the committee,

My name is Rick Gion, speaking on behalf of the North Dakota Voters First board of directors. |
live in Fargo, ND.

North Dakota Voters First is a non-partisan, grassroots organization dedicated to strengthening
democracy. Our organization focuses on educating and engaging North Dakota citizens to make
elections and public policy more accountable, ethical, and transparent.

We commend the 2021 Redistricting Committee for their hard work and prudent decision to
comply with the U.S. Voting Rights Act of 1965 by creating two House subdistricts. We are
aware that this provision may be separated from the current redistricting bill, so please continue
to advocate for these split districts if that's how a floor vote transpires.

As you know, North Dakota Voters First remains committed to House subdistricts throughout the
whole state to bring elected officials closer to their voters. This isn’'t a new idea. It was discussed
at length during the 2001 North Dakota redistricting process. Our neighbor to the east,
Minnesota, uses this system. It was also recently endorsed by the Bismarck Tribune.

Throughout the redistricting process, leaders from our organization and other local voting rights
groups have had concerns with the 2021 redistricting process. Our concerns include incumbent
protection, scheduled time periods for public comment not being adhered to, agendas not being
posted in a timely fashion, and draft maps not being posted prior to most meetings. This was
unfortunate and disappointing. For these reasons and more, we feel that an independent
redistricting commission would benefit the state and its citizens in future legislative redistricting.

Thank you for your time and hard work.
Sincerely,
Rick Gion

Fargo, ND
Lobbyist #1086
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HB 1504
11/9/2021

A bill relating to legislative redistricting and staggering of terms of members of the
legislative assembly and relating to legislative districts and staggering of terms of
members of the legislative assembly.

Chairman Devlin opened the meeting at 8:00am.

Roll call-all present.

LEGISLATORS PRESENT
Chairman Devlin
Co-Chairman Holmberg
Representative Bellew
Representative Boschee
Representative Headland
Representative Lefor
Representative Monson
Representative Nathe
Representative Schauer
Senator Bekkedahl
Senator Burckhard
Senator Erbele
Senator Klein
Senator Oban
Senator Poolman
Senator Sorvaag
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Discussion Topics:
e District division

Emily Thompson, Legislative Council, distributed and explained proposed amendment
per yesterday’s discussion, 21.1113.02009 (#12175).

Senator Bekkedahl made a motion to adopt this amendment 21.1113.02009.
Representative Nathe seconded the motion.

Voice vote-motion carried.

Representative Bellew proposed an amendment on page 26 starting on line 24 changing
fourth avenue northwest to third avenue northwest and “also identified as third avenue

northwest” can be eliminated.

Representative Bellew made a motion to adopt this amendment.
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Senator Burkhard seconded the motion.

Voice vote-motion carried.

Emily Thompson, Legislative Council, discussed Secretary of State’s clarifications.
Senator Holmberg made a motion for a Do Pass as Amended.

Senator Burckhard seconded the motion.

Roll call vote-16-0-0. Motion carried.

LEGISLATORS VOTE
Chairman Devlin
Co-Chairman Holmberg
Representative Bellew
Representative Boschee
Representative Headland
Representative Lefor
Representative Monson
Representative Nathe
Representative Schauer
Senator Bekkedahl
Senator Burckhard
Senator Erbele
Senator Klein
Senator Oban
Senator Poolman
Senator Sorvaag
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Chairman Devlin adjourned the meeting at 8:12am.

Mary Brucker, Committee Clerk
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