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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

STATE OF NEW YORK, et al. 

Plaintiffs,  

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity 
as President of the United States, et al. 

Defendants. 

20-CV-5770 (JMF) 

NEW YORK IMMIGRATION 
COALITION, et al. 

Plaintiffs,  

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity 
as President of the United States, et al. 

Defendants. 

20-CV-5781 (JMF) 

 

DECLARATION OF MURAD AWAWDEH 

MURAD AWAWDEH, pursuant to the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares under 

penalty of perjury as follows: 

1. I am the Executive Vice President of Advocacy and Strategy for the New York 

Immigration Coalition (“NYIC”) where I have worked for over six years.  I have been the 

Executive Vice President of NYIC for the past 1 year and two months.  Prior to this promotion, I 

served as NYIC’s Vice President of Advocacy for two years.  As of September 14, 2020, I will be 

serving as a one of two co-Interim Executive Directors of NYIC.  In these capacities, I have been 

and continue to be responsible in part for NYIC’s member engagement, as well as its education 
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and outreach efforts around the 2020 Decennial Census.  I am also one of the NYIC executives 

responsible for the organization’s budgeting, fundraising, and policy priorities.  I am over 18 years 

old.  I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration.  

2. As Executive Vice President of Advocacy, I have been and continue to be 

responsible for member engagement and have developed extensive familiarity with NYIC’s 

membership.  I spend significant time meeting with the executives and staff of our member 

organizations and the immigrant communities that we all serve.   I have been personally involved 

in the research, development, and implementation of NYIC’s 2020 Census education and outreach 

programs and engaging with our member organiations about the efficacy of their Census education 

and outreach efforts.  As part of this process, I have gained personal knowledge about the 

prevailing feeling of fear among immigrant communities in New York State concerning the Trump 

Administration and, specifically, the July 21, 2020 Presidential Memorandum excluding 

undocumented immigrants from the apportionment (“Presidential Memorandum”).  The 

Presidential Memorandum is making our efforts and the efforts of our member organizations to 

encourage Census participation more difficult.  The Presidential Memorandum is sowing 

confusion and fear about the Census among the communities we serve.  The Administration’s 

decision to exclude some non-citizens from the apportionment baseundermines our Census 

education and outreach materials and programming by contradicting its core messages and 

discouraging Census response.   

3. NYIC has since received further information from its member and partner 

organizations—including the Sikh Coalition, Academy of Medical and Public Health Services, 

Neighbors Link, and MinKwon Center for Community Action—that the Presidential 

Memorandum has hindered their Census outreach efforts to immigrant communities by 
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contradicting their core messages, i.e., responding to the Census is important for Congressional 

apportionment, and undermining the fundamental message that immigrants count.  Community 

members those organizations have contacted to fill out the Census have expressed reluctance to do 

so, in spite of efforts by outreach workers to assure that them that there will be no citizenship or 

immigration status information collected.  Our member organizations have also reported that some 

people who have already filled out the Census have re-contacted them to ask whether the 

Presidential Memorandum means that they were wrong to fill out the Census in the first place. Our 

member organizations have reported to NYIC Census team that they are encountering confusion 

within immigrant communities about the meaning of the Memorandum and taking the time to 

address their questions and concerns is slowing down their ability to reach more individuals to 

encourage response rates.  Some of our member organizations have expressed confusion among 

their own staff about the effect of the memorandum on the Census and whether they should 

continue their Census outreach at their current levels even though the Memorandum indicates that 

undocumented immigrants will not be counted for Congressional apportionment purposes. 

4. As NYIC Executive Director Steven K. Choi discussed in his August 6, 2020 

Declaration, the Presidential Memorandum has required NYIC to make additional investments to 

achieve Census participation rates comparable to what we what would have achieved absent the 

decision to exclude undocumented immigrants from the apportionment base. To address the 

concerns about the effect of the Presidential Memorandum raised by NYIC staff, our member 

organizations, and the communities we serve, NYIC has diverted the time of its Census 2020 

Senior Fellow, Meeta Anand, from coordinating direct outreach to encourage self-response, 

educational campaigns concerning the Census Bureau’s Non-Response Follow-Up activities, and 
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efforts to improve the count of homeless individuals, to conducting webinars and outreach to our 

member groups to discuss the Presidential Memorandum and how to address questions about it.  

5. In addition, Anu Joshi, NYIC’s Vice-President of Policy, who is responsible in part 

for directing NYIC’s work on employment, education, health care, and pandemic response issues, 

has diverted substantial amounts of her time from those other mission critical priorities to our 

Census work.  If the Presidential Memorandum were enjoined or declared unlawful by a federal 

court, NYIC could re-direct some of Ms. Joshi’s time back towards overseeing work dedicated to 

ensuring that our member organizations and the communities we serve are able to cope with the 

ongoing and urgent education, public health, and employment issues arising out of the pandemic. 

6. NYIC has been a community partner of the United States Census Bureau.  The 

Census Bureau relies upon NYIC and many of its member organizations, as well as our staff, to 

be trusted voices to encourage immigrant communities in New York to respond to the Census.  

Our staff members, including Ms. Anand, have appeared in materials produced by the Census 

Bureau as a “trusted messenger” for Census outreach to immigrant communities.  She has also 

participated in at least four webinars and a press conference with the Census Bureau since mid-

July and is scheduled to participate in another webinar related to census outreach this week.   
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: August 25, 2020 
 

New York, New York 

   
Murad Awaweh 
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