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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

STATE OF NEW YORK, et al. 

Plaintiffs,  

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity 
as President of the United States, et al. 

Defendants. 

20-CV-5770 (JMF) 

NEW YORK IMMIGRATION 
COALITION, et al. 

Plaintiffs,  

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity 
as President of the United States, et al. 

Defendants. 

20-CV-5781 (JMF) 

 

DECLARATION OF JENNIFER MENDELSOHN 

JENNIFER MENDELSOHN, pursuant to the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares 

under penalty of perjury as follows: 

1. I work as a journalist and genealogist. My past work experience includes serving 

as a People magazine special correspondent and Slate columnist.  My work has appeared in 

numerous local and national publications including The New York Times, The Washington 

Post, USA Today, Politico, Time and the Los Angeles Times. 

2. I am a member of the board of the Jewish Genealogy Society of Maryland and a 

member of the Association of Professional Genealogists. 
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3. Esther Kaplan of the Supreme Court case Kaplan v. Tod, 267 U.S. 228 (1925), 

was enumerated in the 1920 census.  I located a copy of the relevant page from the 1920 census 

records online; it is attached as Attachment A.  Esther Kaplan is listed on line 95.  The rest of 

her family is listed on the adjacent lines, including her father, Schaje Kaplan aka Sam or Samuel 

Kaplan, on line 92.  This document is available via the website FamilySearch.org at the 

following link: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRFC-

995S?i=17&cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMJYH-TNC 

(membership required). 

4. I also located a passenger manifest from July, 1914, including Esther Kaplan’s 

name as a passenger.  It is attached to this declaration as Attachment B.  Ms. Kaplan is listed on 

line 12. This document is available at the following link: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9TX-79KC-

X?cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJJQR-529. 

5. I also located a record of the Kaplan family’s detention at Ellis Island, which lists 

her as having arrived on July 20, 1914.  It is attached to this declaration as Attachment C.  Ms. 

Kaplan is listed on the last line.  This document is available at the following link: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9TX-79RZ-H?i=614&cc=1368704.  The 

arrival date of July 20, 1914 on this document matches the Supreme Court’s description that 

“[o]n July 20, 1914, being then about thirteen years old, she was brought to this country.”  

Kaplan, 267 U.S. at 229 

6. I also located a record of Ms. Kaplan’s father’s naturalization.  It is attached to 

this declaration as Attachment D.  This document is available at the following link: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89M8-LTRG?i=88&wc=MDSY-

Case 1:20-cv-05770-JMF   Document 149-2   Filed 08/25/20   Page 3 of 13



Case 1:20-cv-05770-JMF   Document 149-2   Filed 08/25/20   Page 4 of 13



Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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