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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

STATE OF NEW YORK, et al. 

Plaintiffs,  

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity 

as President of the United States, et al. 

Defendants. 

20-CV-5770 (JMF) 

NEW YORK IMMIGRATION 

COALITION, et al. 

Plaintiffs,  

v. 

DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity 

as President of the United States, et al. 

Defendants. 

20-CV-5781 (JMF) 

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF THEO OSHIRO 

THEO OSHIRO, pursuant to the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares under penalty of 

perjury as follows: 

1. As explained in my August 6, 2020 Declaration, I am the Deputy Director at Make 

the Road New York (“MRNY”) and in my capacity as Deputy Director, I am responsible for 

overseeing our census work and our services teams, which include our legal, health, and adult 

education departments.  I am also part of the Executive Leadership Team of MRNY and am 

responsible for fundraising and shaping many of MRNY’s organizational priorities.  Throughout 

my tenure with MRNY, I have been in regular contact with MRNY members and I frequently meet 

with members in the communities in which they reside where I learn about their neighborhoods, 
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their needs, and their concerns to inform communications, organizing, and civic engagement 

programs for MRNY.  During my 15 years at MRNY, I have also familiarized myself with 

MRNY’s internal records and processes; our staff and their responsibilities; our programs and 

program areas; and our members, and their needs.   

2. As discussed in my August 6, 2020 Declaration, the Presidential Memorandum has 

required MRNY to make additional investments to achieve Census participation rates comparable 

to what we what would have achieved absent the decision to exclude undocumented immigrants 

from the apportionment base.   

3. Since executing my August 6 declaration, I have received further information from 

the staff conducting our outreach to the Spanish-speaking immigrant community concerning the 

impact of the Presidential Memorandum on census response rates.  One staff member reported that 

a Spanish-speaking community member asked her about the President’s memo and said that the 

announcement of a plan to exclude undocumented immigrants from apportionment made them 

afraid to fill out the census.  Another staff member reported that she had spoken to three Spanish-

speaking people who said they were afraid to fill out the census because of the President’s 

announcement about excluding undocumented immigrants from apportionment.  The same staff 

member reported that during her follow-up census outreach calls since early August, she had 

noticed an appreciable decline in the number of Spanish-speaking individuals answering their 

phones, which she attributed to a desire not to talk about the census.   A third staff member reported 

that during census outreach, she encountered a Spanish-speaking family who told her that they 

were convinced by the President’s statements that undocumented people should not be included in 

the Census and therefore decided not to participate in it.  This staff member tried to explain that 
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undocumented people should still be counted in the Census; however, the call was upsetting for 

her and took up time that could have been spent encouraging other households to fill out the census.   

4. Overall, MRNY is continuing to divert resources to combat the misinformation, 

confusion, and feelings of exclusion that have resulted from the Presidential Memorandum.   

5. If the court were to issue an injunction against the policy in the Presidential 

Memorandum or to declare it unlawful, it would help MRNY conduct more efficient and effective 

census outreach to our members and the community we serve, and allow us to reach more people 

and to divert some resources back to other mission critical priorities during the pandemic, 

including ensuring that there is adequate employment, education, housing and health support for 

our members and their families 
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I, Theo Oshiro, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the 

best of my knowledge and recollection. 

 

Dated: August 24, 2020 

Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y. 

 ________________________ 

Theo Oshiro 
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