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1 APPEARANCES 1 Monday, January 9, 2023
2 2 9:00 a.m.
3 FOR PLAI NTI FFS: 3 * *
4 MR, MARK GABER 4 JOSE A. TREVINO,
5 Attorney At Law 5 The witness herein, after having been first
6 CAMPAI GN LEGAL CENTER 6 duly sworn to tell the truth, was examined and
7 55 West Monroe Street, Suite 1925 7 testified as follows:
8 Chicago, Illinois 60603 8 EXAMINATION
9 Mgaber @anpai gnl egal center. org 9 BY MR. GABER:
10 FOR | NTERVENOR- DEFENDANTS: 10 Q. Good morning. My name is Mark Gaber, and I'm
11 MR DALLIN HOLT 11 one of the plaintiffs -- or the attorneys -- I'm one of
12 Attorney At Law 12 the attorneys for the plaintiffs in this case, and I'll
13 HOLTZMAN VOGEL BARAN TORCHI NSKY & JOSEFIAK, PLLC | 13 be taking your deposition.
14 2575 East Canel back Road, Suite 860 14 Could you please state your name for the
15 Phoeni x, Arizona 85016 15 record?
16 (540) 341-8808 16 A. Jose A. Trevino.
17 Dhol t @ol t zmanvogel . com 17 Q. Have you been deposed before?
18 FOR DEFENDANT STATE OF WASHI NGTON, et al: 18  A. Yes.
19 MR ANDREW R W HUGHES 19 Q. How many times?
20 Attorney At Law 20 A. Two for sure, possibly three.
21 ASSI STANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL 21 Q. And I'm familiar with one of those, the lawsuit
22 800 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000 22 involving the Washington Voting Rights Act in the Yakima
23 Seattle, Washington 98104 23 County Board of Commissioners.
24 (206) 464-7744 24 What were the other cases?
25 Andr ew. hughes @t g. wa. gov 25 A. The other ones were when | was a police
3 5
1 EXAM NATI ON | NDEX 1 officer, and the one that | know for a fact was on a
2 * * * 2 lawsuit that was filed.
3 3 Q. Were you a party in that lawsuit?
4 WTNESS: PACGE: 4 A. Yes.
5 JOSE A TREVINO 5 Q. And what was the nature of that lawsuit?
6 By M. Gaber ........ ... ... .. 4 6 A. It was a use of force.
7 By M. Holt ... 35 7 Q. Was it involving your use of force as a police
8 8 officer?
9 EXH BI TS 9 A. Yes.
10 10 Q. And when was that lawsuit?
11 NUMBER DESCRI PTI ON: PAGE: | 11 A. That was when | was a police officer. I'm
12 (NONE VERE MARKED.) 12 going to say probably -- well, I've been out of that for
13 13 over 15 and a half years, so it's been about 20 years.
14 14 1 don't recall.
15 15 Q. Well, the reason | asked is to see what your
16 16 familiarity was about how depositions work, so I'm not
17 17 too interested in the substance of that lawsuit.
18 18 Basically, the four things to remember is
19 19 that the court reporter is transcribing what we're
20 20 saying, so it's important that we not talk over each
21 21 other, and that we aim to talk a little slower than we
22 22 might otherwise do, and that will help her get an
23 23 accurate record. Are you okay with that?
24 24 A. Yes.
25 25 Q. And then another is that even though it might
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1 not be natural at all times, we do need a verbal

2 response to each question. So nodding your head and the
3 like, the reporter can't take down, so please do -- and

4 I'll try to remind you, if you don't do that. But

5 please do try to answer with a yes or no or explain as

6 needed. Okay?

7 A. Yes.

8 Q. And then I will assume that you understand my

9 question, unless you tell me otherwise. So -- and I'm

10 sure | will ask you a question that makes no sense at

11 some point, so please tell me. But otherwise, we'll

12 assume, on the record, that you're -- you understood the
13 question as it was asked. Does that make sense?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. I don't anticipate taking a whole lot of your

16 time today, but, you know, if you do -- if you need to

17 take a break, please let me know and we can do that. |
18 would just ask that if there's a question that's

19 pending, that you answer that question, and then we can
20 go ahead and break. Does that make sense?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Now, one of the -- your attorney or Mr. Hughes

23 might give an objection when | ask questions. Unless
24 you're instructed otherwise, you should just answer my

1 A. | don't know what pleadings -- what you mean by

2 pleadings, but | did look at some of the paperwork that

3 was filed by our behalf.

4 Q. Okay. And do you recall which documents that
5 was?

6 A. No. | would have to look at the -- look at the

7 -- whatever it's identified as because | don't recall.

8 Q. Do you have any of those documents there with

9 you?

10 A. No.

11 Q. Do you have any documents with you today?
12 A. No.

13 Q. And | know you have your phone with you for

14 medical reasons, but beyond that, do you have any other
15 apps or e-mails opened on your computer screen?
16 A. Actually, | do, because | was trying to fix it.

17 So |l got like the web opened and my e-mail address, and
18 then | have the calendar because | had to get the link.

19 Q. If you don't mind closing your e-mail, | would
20 prefer that; the rest of it should still work fine.

21 A. Okay. It's closed. And other than that, | do

22 have my cell phone, but it's way over here on the table,
23 and that's because | have to check my blood sugar here
24 in about less than an hour.

25 question after that objection has been stated on the 25 Q. Yes. That's good with me.
7 9
1 record. Okay? 1 Did you -- in addition to reviewing some of
2 A. Yes. 2 the documents that were filed with the court, did you
3 Q. Is there any reason that you can't answer my 3 meet with your attorneys --

4 questions fully and truthfully today?

5 A. No.

6 Q. Did you do anything to prepare for this
7 deposition?

8 A. | got my coffee ready and tried to get the
9 laptop working.

10 Q. Did you review any documents in preparation for
11 today?

12 A. Yes, | kind of did, but not really.

13 Q. What documents were those?

14 A. The lawsuits.

15 Q. And what do you mean by that?

16 A. Whatever paperwork you -- we had filed with the

17 court.

18 Q. Okay. So is that -- did you read the complaint

19 that the plaintiffs had filed in the case?
20 A. |l can't -- | don't know. | don't know which
21 one it was.

22 Q. Okay. So you looked at some of the pleadings
23 from the case --

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. --is that correct?

4 A. Yes.

. --in preparation for today?

. Sorry. Yes, | did.

. And when did you meet with them?

. Yesterday -- no, I'm sorry. It was on Friday.

Q. And | know we've -- we sort of requested your

10 deposition a while ago, and after we did that, we worked
11 out the scheduling to do this a little later. Was there

12 any other meetings that you had with the attorneys

13 before Friday?

14 A. No.

15 Q. And then prior to learning that we were going

16 to be taking your deposition, when was the last time you
17 met with your attorneys to talk about this case?

18 A. | have to be honest. | don't recall.

19 Q. Okay. Would you say December, November, or was
20 it earlier than that?

21 A. | can say that | didn't meet with them like a

22 phone call or a conference, but | have received e-mails

23 with documents that were going to be filed with the

24 court for me to review and then respond, and then there

25 was also -- like, | had to search for certain things on
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1 my laptop, and then | had to -- 1 that | didn't have time, and | was doing a disservice to

2 Q. ljust want to make sure I'm clear. |1 don't 2 them.

3 want you to tell me the substance of what you discussed | 3 Q. And before you were vice chair, what was your

4 with your attorneys, but | just wanted to know when -- 4 position?

5 when that was. 5 A. | was the District 3 director.

6 A. Yes. | don't recall, but it was through 6 Q. What does District 3 refer to?

7 e-mail. 7 A. It refers -- so we're -- it's broken up by

8 Q. Okay. Did you talk with anyone other than your 8 county commissioner districts. So we have three county

9 attorneys in preparation for your deposition? 9 commissioners, one, two, and three, and | was in the
10 A. No. 10 third, which is the lower valley.

11 Q. Where do you live? 11 Q. Other than with the Okanogan County or

12 A. As in the city, | live in Granger, Washington. 12 Republican Party, have you held any other positions with
13 Q. And how long have you lived in Granger? 13 political organizations?

14 A. I've been here for 12 years now, over 12 years. 14 A. No.

15 Q. And you're within the city limits? 15 Q. Now, you mentioned that there had been a

16 A. That's correct. 16 request for document productions that you've received.
17 Q. And you are the mayor of Granger; is that 17 What did you do to comply with that request?

18 right? 18 A. | searched my laptop using the names provided,

19 A. That's correct. 19 the organizations that were provided, Legislative

20 Q. And how long have you held that position? 20 District 15 as a search, and | believe that was it.

21 A. I'm on -- in my seventh year as mayor. 21 Q. Did you look through your phone for text

22 Q. Is the -- the term runs through this year; is 22 messages”?

23 that right? 23 A. Yes, but | have -- yes.

24 A. That's correct. 24 Q. And did you find any?

25 Q. Are you a candidate for reelection? 25 A. No.

11 13

1 A. Not yet. 1 Q. And when you say you searched your laptop, did
2 Q. Isit --do you intend to run for reelection? 2 you also look through your e-mails?

3 A. Yes. 3 A Yes.

4 Q. And are you -- do you reside in the 15th 4 Q. Which e-mail addresses did you search?

5 legislative district? 5 A. My personal e-mail and | also searched the

6 A. Yes. 6 City's, even though | don't get personal stuff on my

7 Q. Do you have any second homes or residences | 7 City.

8 elsewhere? 8 Q. And did you look through any paper documents?
9 A. No. 9 A. | don't understand the question.

10 Q. And do you hold any positions with a political | 10 Q. Like, rather than electronic e-mails or text or

11 party? 11 whatnot, do you have any papers --

12 A. No. 12 A. No.

13 Q. Have you ever? 13 Q. Do you -- are there paper documents that you're
14 A. Yes. 14 aware of that would relate to the topic of robust?

15 Q. Which party? 15 A No.

16 A. It was the republic. It was the Republican 16 Q. Did you have any involvement in the 2021

I
~

Party Central Committee here in Okanogan County.

18 . And what was your position?
19 All of them or just the most recent one?
20 . Let's start with the most recent?

| was a vice chair.

. And when was that?

| resigned last year sometime. | don't recall.
. Why did you resign?

I just have so many things going on in my life

NINDNDN
2 W NP
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17 districting process? So before, you know, before the
18 map was adopted, but as it was being considered by the
19 Commission, did you get involved at all in anyway?

20 A. No.

21 Q. Did you submit any comments to the Commission?
22 A. No.

23 Q. You didn't propose any plans to the Commission?
24 A. No.

25 Q. Was there requests that you received to give
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1 such input?

2 A. No.

3 Q. Did you follow the redistricting process as it
4 was happening?

5 A. A little bit, whatever was reported in the

6 news.

7 Q. What was your impressions of what the

8 commissions were?

9 A. | think everything should have been left the

10 way it was, in my opinion.

11 Q. What do you mean by that?

12 A. The way it was districted. The way the

13 district was already set up, it should have been just
14 left alone.

15 Q. Now, the districts were -- the populations
16 didn't match the census, right? So do you think it
17 should have stayed exactly the same as it was or --

18 A. Yes.
19 MR. HOLT: Obijection to form.
20 Q. (By Mr. Gaber) So in your view, it should have

21 stayed the way it was prior to the last census?
22 A. Yes.
23 Q. What district did you live in in the last

16

A. No.

Q. Do you know Alex Ybarra?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you and Representative Ybarra discuss
redistricting at any point?

A. No.

Q. How long have you known Representative Ybarra?
8 A. | don't recall exactly when we met, but it was
9 when he was on the school board, | think, or something
10 to do with the schools. Yes, during like a dinner that
11 we went to.
12 Q. Have you discussed redistricting for the state
13 legislative plan with Benancio Garcia?

N o oA WN P

14 A. No.

15 Q. Do you know Benancio Garcia?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. How so?

18 A. We went to school together, and he's come to

19 visit me at City Hall. That's how | know him. I've
20 known him for many, many years.

21 Q. Where does he live?

22 A. | don't know. I'm thinking either Sunny Side
23 or Greenville. | don't know.

24 decade's plan? 24 Q. How did you become involved in this case?
25 A. You're talking about legislative or -- 25  A. SoJim Troyer called me about a senate seat --
15 17
1 Q. Legislative? 1 and | don't remember specifically how this came up --
2 A. Fifteen. 2 but through that conversation this came up, and he asked
3 Q. Do you know any of the commissioners 3 if  would participate in it, and | told him yes. |
4 personally? 4 wanted to be a voice.
5 A. Which ones? 5 Q. When Jim -- when did Jim Troyer call you?
6 Q. The redistricting commissioners. Do you know | 6 A. | don't remember that. Last year sometime for
7 Paul Graves? 7 the senate thing.
8 A. No. 8 Q. And when he was calling you, was it in relation
9 Q. What about Joe Fain? 9 to being a potential candidate for the senate?
10 A. No. 10 A. Yes.
11 Q. April Simons? 11 Q. And what -- what did you talk about with him
12 A. No. 12 about that?
13 Q. Or Brady Walkinshaw? 13 A. ljust told him | wasn't interested at this
14 A. No. 14 time. | was happy as mayor.
15 Q. I gather you've not spoken to any of them? 15 Q. Is there any other reason you -- did you give
16 A. No. 16 some thought as to whether you might run for the state
17 Q. Did you have any conversations with any 17 senate?

18 legislatures about the redistricting process as it was
19 unfolding?

20 A. Not that | can recall. No.

21 Q. Why didn't you give any input?

22 MR. HOLT: Objection. Form.

23 THE WITNESS: | didn't know -- | don't know

24 how to do that. | don't know the process.
25 Q. (By Mr. Gaber) Do you know Paul Campos?

18 A. | had, but I'm happy where I'm at. | like

19 being mayor.

20 Q. And before Mr. Troyer called you, had you
21 considered the possibility of running for the state
22 legislature?

23 A. Yes and no.
24 Q. What do you mean by that?
25 A. Well, | thought about it, but | -- there's -- |
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1 have -- you have to have name recognition. You have to
2 be -- have some successes. You have to -- you just got
3 to do more than just throw your name in the hat, | guess
4 is what -- is the best way | can describe it.
5 Q. Did you tell him that you weren't interested
6 right away on that phone call? Was it just one phone
7 call?
8 MR. HOLT: Objection. Form.
9 THE WITNESS: That was two questions, I'm
10 sorry. | didn't get the last one.

20
1 Q. Did you and he exchange any other
2 communications, e-mails or text or the like?
3 A. No.
4 Q. And at that point, what did you understand your
5 role would be in the lawsuit?
6 A. As an intervenor.
7 Q. And that would be to defend the map that was
8 enacted that was a challenge to it?
9 A. Yes.
10 Q. And were you -- you were comfortable defending

11 Q. (By Mr. Gaber) Sure. We'll just start 11 the map that was enacted by the commission?
12 over. So did -- how many phone calls, with Mr. Troyer, 12 A. Yes.
13 did you have at that time? 13 Q. And why is that?
14 A. I'm going to say one because | don't recall any 14 A. Because | already felt it shouldn't have been
15 others, but there could been others. 15 changed, so it's already been changed, so | feel that --
16 Q. Sois it your recollection that he raised the 16 that it should be set right there. And to keep changing
17 idea of running, and then in that same phone call, you 17 it to fit one party or one group of people isn't fair.
18 told him that you would not be interested in being a 18 Q. So you were -- you're okay with the map as it's
19 candidate for the district? 19 --sorry. I'll start over.
20 A. That's correct. 20 You were okay with the map as it was
21 Q. And then in that same phone call, did Mr. 21 enacted. You were fine defending that and keeping that
22 Troyer then ask whether you would be interested in being | 22 map in place; is that fair?
23 an intervenor for in the litigation that's pending? 23 A. Yes --
24 A. Yes. 24 MR. HOLT: Object to form.
25 Q. And what did he say to you about the focus or 25 THE WITNESS: Yes.
19 21
1 reason behind collecting intervenors for the lawsuit? 1 Q. (By Mr. Gaber) And sitting here today, is that
2 A. | guess I'm going to have to say | don't 2 still true, you're okay with the map as it was enacted
3 recall, because at some point | knew what it was about, 3 by the commission staying in place?
4 but | don't know who told me; he could have. 4 A. Yes.
5 Q. Before Mr. Troyer reached out to you, had 5 Q. And would it be your goal that the map, in
6 anyone else reached out to you about potentially being | 6 fact, not change as a result of this litigation?
7 involved in the lawsuit? 7 A. Yes.
8 A. No. 8 Q. And so do you see yourself as your primary goal

9 Q. And then after Mr. Troyer and you spoke, how

10 long was it before you had contact with another person
11 to talk about being involved in the lawsuit?

12 A. ldon't know. | honestly don't recall.

13 Q. Who was the next person that you had spoke to
14 about being involved in the lawsuit?

15 A. I'm going to have to say Drew, but | don't know

16 for what representative it was.

17 Q. And that's Drew Stokesbary?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. And herepresents Yakama --

20 A. That's correct.

21 Q. --inthis case?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Did Mr. Troyer explain why he thought you would

24 be agood person to be involved in the lawsuit?
25 A. He probably did, but | don't recall.

9 here as to defend the map and have it remain the same?

10 MR. HOLT: Objection. Form.
11 THE WITNESS: Yes.
12 Q. (By Mr. Gaber) When you spoke with Jim Troyer,

13 did he ask you for suggestions for other candidates who
14 could run for the new LD 15?

15 MR. HOLT: Objection. Form.

16 THE WITNESS: | don't know -- | guess |

17 can't say yes because | don't know that he did, but |

18 know that | did offer him one name.

19 Q. (By Mr. Gaber) And what name was that?
20 A. That is Elpidia Saavedra.

21 Q. Could you spell that for the court reporter?
22 A. 1 don't know how to spell it, sorry.

23 Q. Could you say it more slowly for me?

24 A. Sure. It's Elpidia, and I'm thinking it's

25 E-L-P-I-D-I-A, and | don't know how to spell that.
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1 Q. Andis thata C?

2 A. Saavedra | believe is with an S.

3 Q. Allright. Who is this person?

4 A. She is the current mayor of the City of

5 Toppenish.

6 Q. Okay. And why did you recognize her as a
7 candidate?

8 A. Because | met with her. | think she holds good
9 values. | like her policies. | like her politics.

10 Q. Is she arepublican?

11 A. 1 don't know that.

12 Q. And did you and Mr. Troyer discuss any other
13 potential candidates?

14 A. | don't recall talking about any other

15 candidates.

16 Q. Do you know Nicki Torres?

17 A. | know her now, but | didn't know her.

18 Q. And when did you first -- | mean, do you know
19 her personally? Have you met her?

24

1 Q. Did you vote for the republican candidates?

2 A. Yes.

3 Q. Were there any candidates or races that you

4 didn't vote in?

5 A. | don't understand the question.

6 Q. Were there any offices on the ballot where you

7 didn't cast a ballot in that election?

8 A. | guess | don't really understand the question.

9 If you're asking -- what exactly are you asking?

10 Q. Like, was there -- maybe there was -- for

11 example, if there was mayoral election or if there was a
12 state representative election or any other office where
13 you left that race blank on the ballot.

14 A. | can't think of ever doing that.

15 Q. Have you spoken with Jim Troyer since the
16 initial call back --

17 A. No.

18 Q. --last year?

19 A. No.

20 Q. And other than your attorneys, have you

21 discussed this case with anyone?

22 A. No.

23 MR. GABER: Well, | have no further

24 questions for you, Mr. Trevino. Thank you for your
25 time. Mr. Hughes may have some questions.

district, is that unusual?

MR. HOLT: Objection. Form.

THE WITNESS: Well, she's in Pasco, so
that's quite a ways out. So that's not unusual, |
wouldn't think. The locals, yes, they usually do come
visit the electives here.

Q. (By Mr. Gaber) Arethe -- the two new state
representatives, who are they?

20 A. No. | have never met her.

21 Q. Okay. When did you first become aware of her?

22 A. When her name was announced as a candidate.

23 Q. And were there any other candidates that you

24 were interested in having run, other than the person

25 whose name I'm not going to be able to pronounce?
23

1 A. No. I can'trecall of anybody else.

2 Q. Did Ms. Torres campaign in your community?

3 A. 1 don't know.

4 Q. Did you attend any events that she held?

5 A. No. | never met her.

6 Q. Is that -- as the major of atown in the

7

8

9

e
AwMNRO

15 A. Two new elective representatives where?

16 Q. In District 15.

17 A. | think it's -- well, it's Brian Sanders or

18 Sanderson, and | don't know who the other one is. |
19 can't think of the other one.

20 Q. Do you know those individuals?

21 A. No. Well, | don't know who the other one is.
22 | might, but | don't recall off the top of my head who
23 the other one is.

24 Q. Did you vote in the November 2022 election?
25 A. Yes.

25
1 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
2 MR. HUGHES: No questions. Thanks.
3 MR. HOLT: I've got just a couple real
4 fast, Jose.
5 THE WITNESS: Okay.
6 EXAMINATION

7 BY MR. HOLT:
8 Q. You mentioned, when Mr. Gaber asked you about
9 why you wanted to become involved in this litigation,

10 you said, "l wanted to be a voice." What did you mean
11 by that?
12 A. Well, there's quite a bit of stuff that | could

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

say, but I'll just leave it to this, that: | don't
believe that two or three people are the entire voice
for a race of people, and that's kind of what this feels
to me when they're suing and saying they're the voice of
the Latinos or representing the Latinos. So | feel this
way. I'm a voice for us other Latinos that are sitting
here going, "We don't believe in your politics or your
positions," and so we all need to be represented and be
a voice in a fair -- in a fair way, | guess.

And then the other one is that it just
seems really, really unfair to me that -- because people
can't win because their politics don't match what the
majority of people here believe, that they have to
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1 change the rules to make it easier for them to win, and

2 | think it should be just a fair process and you win by

3 merit. You don't win by the color of your skin. So

4 ['ll leave it at that. That's the short answer.

5 Q. Did you believe there's a single group that

6 represents all Latino and Hispanic voters in the Yakima
7 Valley?

8 MR. GABER: Object to form.

9 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, Dallin, | didn't

10 understand the question. | couldn't really hear you.

11 Q. (By Mr. Holt) I'm sorry. Do you believe,

12 Jose, that there is a single group or entity that speaks
13 for and represents all of the Hispanic and Latino voters
14 in Yakima Valley?

15 A. No. | believe there's a group that thinks they

16 do, but they don't.

17 Q. And what are some examples of issues that you
18 disagree with that those groups on?

19 MR. GABER: Object to form.

20 THE WITNESS: Well, | would say, first of

21 all, the politics -- their politics. The reality is our

22 area here is a largely conservative area, and so when

23 you have this group that goes out and says we're the

24 voice of the Latino people and everything is about

25 representing the Latinos, when we know that is not

28
CERTIFICATE.

1

2

3 STATE OF WASHINGTON )

4 ) SS

5 County ofKing )

6

7 I, the undersigned Washington Certified Court

8 Reporter, pursuant to RCW 5.28.010 authorized to

9 5 administer oaths and affirmations in and for the State
10 of Washington, do hereby certify: That the annexed and
11 foregoing deposition of the Witness named herein was
12 taken stenographically before me and reduced to

13 typewritten form under my direction.

14 | further certify that the witness examined

15 will be given an opportunity to review and sign their

16 deposition after the same is transcribed, unless

17 indicated in the record that the parties and witness

18 waived the signing.

19 | further certify that all objections made at

20 the time of said examination to my qualifications or the
21 Manner of taking the deposition or to the conduct of any
22 party have been noted by me upon the deposition. |
23 further certify that | am not a relative or an employee
24 or attorney or counsel of any of the parties to

25 Said action, or a relative or employee of any such
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realistic. So that's what | mean by that.
MR. HOLT: Okay. Nothing further.
MR. GABER: | have no more.
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Attorney or counsel, and that | amnot financially
Interested in the said action or the outcone thereof.

| further certify that the witness before
exam nation was by me duly sworn to testify the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. | further
isafull,

certify that the deposition, as transcribed,

true and correct transcript of the testinony, including

questions and answers and all objections, notions and
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exceptions of counsel nade and taken at the tinme of the

10 foregoing exam nation and was prepared pursuant to
11 Washington Administrative Code 308-14-135, the

12 transcript preparation format guideline.
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14 hand this 9th day of January, 2023.
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