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1           December 13, 2022, Remote Proceedings:
2           PROCEEDINGS:  9:01 a.m.
3                       FAVIOLA LOPEZ,
4 having been sworn/affirmed on oath to tell the truth, the
5 whole truth, and nothing but the truth, testified as
6 follows:
7                   E X A M I N A T I O N
8 BY MR. PARDUE:
9 Q     Okay.  Thank you.  Good morning, Ms. Lopez.  My name

10 is Andrew Pardue, and I'm an attorney with the firm
11 Holtzman Vogel representing the Intervenor-Defendants.  I
12 will be the sole attorney questioning today.
13                MR. PARDUE:  Just to go over some ground
14 rules before we begin, in previous depositions we've
15 agreed that an objection by one counts as an objection by
16 all.  Is everyone okay to follow that rule here as well?
17                MR. THRIFT-VIVEROS:  Yes.
18                MS. SEPE:  (Nodded.)
19                MR. PARDUE:  Okay.  I take your nod as a
20 yes.
21 Q     (By Mr. Pardue) So thank you for your time,
22 Ms. Lopez.  We'll try to keep this as short and painless
23 as possibly.  We'll start off with some questions about
24 you personally and your experience and background, and
25 then shift into more specifics about the case and the
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1 lawsuit.
2       So first could you please state your full name, and
3 also spell it for the record?
4 A     Faviola Lopez, F-A-V-I-O-L-A, and L-O-P-E-Z.
5 Q     Okay.  And do you prefer to go by Faviola?
6 A     Yes.
7 Q     Okay.  Perfect.  Is this your first deposition, or
8 have you been deposed before?
9 A     This is my first.
10 Q     Okay.  Same here, so we're in this together.
11                MR. PARDUE:  And I know that we have a
12 stenographer, but I just want to make sure is anyone else
13 recording today?
14                MR. THRIFT-VIVEROS:  No, I'm not.
15                MR. PARDUE:  No?  No other recording?
16                MS. SEPE:  No, I'm not.
17                MR. PARDUE:  Okay.  Perfect.
18 Q     (By Mr. Pardue) And Ms. Lopez, I know that Zoom does
19 have a mute function, but I ask that you not use it during
20 the course of the deposition unless we need to go on
21 break.  If you do need a break at any point, just finish
22 answering whatever question we're on and then notifying
23 me, and then we can go to break very easily.
24 A     Um-hmm.
25 Q     Is there anyone else in the room with you today who

Page 7

1 Q     Thank you.  And you understand that you're under
2 oath today, and that all -- the oath has the same effect
3 as if you were testifying in a court, no difference there?
4 A     Yes.
5 Q     Okay.  And if any of my questions are unclear or
6 you're not sure what I'm trying to ask you, just let me
7 know and I can try to rephrase and clarify.
8 A     Okay.
9 Q     And then if your attorney has to object to anything

10 today -- I hope that they won't -- but if they do, then
11 unless they specifically direct you not to answer, then
12 once the objection is registered you can continue with
13 answering the question.  That's for later proceedings.
14 A     Okay.
15 Q     And then finally, are you on any medications today
16 that could affect your ability to answer fully and
17 truthfully, or are you otherwise aware of any reason why
18 you may not be able to answer questions fully and
19 truthfully?
20 A     No.
21 Q     All right.  Other than conversations with your
22 attorneys, did you do anything else to prepare for today's
23 deposition?
24 A     No.
25 Q     All right.  Did you review any documents or anything

Page 6

1 is not on camera?
2 A     Not human.
3 Q     Okay.  That's fine.  I'm not worried about anyone
4 who is not.
5       And will you let me know if anyone else who is human
6 enters the room?
7 A     Yes.
8 Q     Perfect.  Thank you.  Do you have any applications
9 open on your computer that someone could use to

10 communicate with you during the course of the deposition?
11 A     Not now.  Only anything necessary for Zoom.
12 Q     Okay.  Understood.  Do you have any phones or
13 tablets or other devices that are within eyesight that
14 someone could use to communicate with you?
15 A     No.
16 Q     Okay.  And then since you're on Zoom there may be a
17 little delay.  We're talking from opposite sides of the
18 country.  So I will endeavor to allow you to complete an
19 answer before I jump in with another question, and then if
20 you could just do the same, make sure I'm done asking the
21 question before answering.  Thank you very much.
22       And then all responses are going to need to be
23 audible, so instead of nodding or shaking your head, a yes
24 or a no would be helpful.
25 A     Okay.

Page 8

1 like that in preparation?
2 A     No.
3 Q     Not the Complaint or anything?
4 A     Oh, you mean in -- just for this specific meeting?
5 Q     Yes, exactly.
6 A     Yes, I went over the documents.
7 Q     Okay.  What documents specifically did you review?
8 A     It was the -- I can't remember the name of it, but
9 it was for this deposition.

10 Q     Okay.
11 A     Just to see if there was anything I needed to do.
12 Q     Sure.  And did you speak to anyone other than your
13 lawyers about the deposition or to prepare?
14 A     No.
15 Q     Okay.  Could you briefly walk me through the
16 different locations you've lived in the last ten years, so
17 going back to 2012?
18 A     Yes.  They've actually just been within a mile of
19 each other.
20 Q     Oh, perfect.
21 A     So I've only had two addresses in the last ten
22 years, and they're right down the street from each other.
23 So that would be 2231 Kays Road and 3291 Kays Road.
24 Q     Okay.  And what community are those two addresses
25 in?
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1 A     Those are both in Wapato, Washington.
2 Q     Wapato, Washington.
3 A     98951.
4 Q     And -- Okay.  So only two.
5       Do you know which state Legislative District that
6 you live in now under the Commission's approved map?
7 A     The 14th.
8 Q     Legislative District 14?
9 A     (Nodded.)

10 Q     Okay.  Where did you go to high school?  Was that in
11 the area?
12 A     Um-hmm, Wapato High School.
13 Q     Okay.  And what year did you graduate?
14 A     2007.
15 Q     Okay.  Any college or vocational training after high
16 school?
17 A     I went to Central in Ellensburg.
18 Q     Okay.
19 A     2007 through 2012.
20 Q     Okay.  And since graduation or since being in school
21 what has your professional background been?
22 A     I am a community organizer, so I work with Planned
23 Parenthood.
24 Q     Okay.  And you've done that since 2012?
25 A     Since 2013.

Page 11

1       But yes, I've worked on several campaigns, or
2 volunteered.
3 Q     Okay.  And outside of actual candidates for
4 political campaigns you mentioned that you've organized
5 for Planned Parenthood.
6       For that organization or for any other organizations
7 what advocacy campaign experience have you had?
8 A     Other than that I think I volunteered for a few
9 Citizenship Days, so -- as well as Legislative Days of

10 Action where we visited the Capitol for the Washington
11 State Voting Rights Act, and some immigration work as
12 well.
13 Q     And is that what Citizenship Day means as well?
14 Could you explain what that is?
15 A     Citizenship Day is a day where I volunteer to either
16 meet people.  I'm not like trained, so I'm just kind of
17 like an escort; but different attorneys come together to
18 do free filing of the paperwork that people need to become
19 citizens.
20 Q     Okay.  And then have you ever worked in government
21 at all?
22 A     No.
23 Q     Okay.  What race do you identify with?
24 A     I would identify as a Mexican American.
25 Q     Okay.  And so would you say your ethnicity is Latina

Page 10

1 Q     Okay.  Great.  Have you ever had any professional
2 training or education with redistricting specifically or
3 political map drawing?
4 A     What do you mean by training?
5 Q     I'd say any formal education.  You know, just
6 teaching yourself about the issue, I would not count that.
7 A     No, I didn't go to school for that.
8 Q     Okay.  And you mentioned you're a community
9 organizer.  Would you say that you're politically active?

10 A     Yes.
11 Q     Okay.  Have you ever worked or volunteered in a
12 political campaign?
13 A     Yes.
14 Q     Okay.  And what year, and who was the candidate?
15 A     Most recently I volunteered some time for Doug
16 White's campaign.  He was running for the 4th District for
17 congress.
18       In the past I also volunteered for -- Sorry, her
19 name is not -- Angie -- Angie Girard.  She also ran, and I
20 helped her on her campaign recently as well.  She ran for
21 county commissioner.
22 Q     Um-hmm.
23 A     In the past I've worked with -- I'm blanking on her
24 name.  She ran for a district representative for the 15th
25 District.

Page 12

1 then?
2 A     Yes.
3 Q     Okay.  When did you first become aware of the
4 existence of the Washington State Independent
5 Redistricting Commission?
6 A     I would say 2021, but I can't recall the exact year.
7 Q     Okay.  And would you say did you follow the
8 Commission's work closely throughout 2021 as they were
9 redistricting?

10 A     Yes.  We were part of groups that came together
11 within the community to present maps and help the
12 community submit comments on what they preferred.
13 Q     Okay.  So did you attend any of the Commission's
14 public meetings in that capacity?
15 A     Yes.
16 Q     Okay.  In the district or elsewhere?
17 A     Within the district, within the 14th District.  Also
18 all the way up to like the Tri-Cities area.
19 Q     Okay.  And you mentioned you helped other people
20 submit public comments.  Did you submit any personally
21 like in your own capacity?
22 A     I don't -- No, but I was working on -- Oh, I can't
23 even remember the name -- recruitment for those meetings,
24 just letting people know that they were being put on so
25 that they can attend.
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1 Q     Okay.  And could you explain a little about what
2 that work looked like in terms of submitting other
3 proposed maps, generating comments from your end?
4 A     Well, from my end I was just emailing my contacts,
5 letting then know when these meetings were so they could
6 attend, or they could let their contacts know if they
7 wanted to attend the meetings as well, specifically like
8 community members or contacts I know from other
9 organizations.

10 Q     Okay.  And did you review public information that
11 was released by the Commission, like on their website?
12 A     Myself?
13 Q     Um-hmm.
14 A     Yes.
15 Q     Okay.  Could you briefly explain to me how you
16 understand the Washington state redistricting process to
17 work?  Like how is a map generated and adopted?
18 A     So from what I know there's a Commission that comes
19 together.  They submit their proposals, and then those
20 proposals are released to the community.  Then the
21 community members submit comment on those, and then the
22 commissioners vote on whether they're going to keep them
23 or change the districts.  And then whatever they decide is
24 submitted to the state.
25 Q     And do you know how many commissioners there are on

Page 15

1 Q     Okay.  And did you review any of the maps that were
2 proposed by individual commissioners?
3 A     Yes.
4 Q     Okay.  Were there any of those that you remember
5 preferring as opposed to what was enacted?
6 A     No, I don't remember that, --
7 Q     Okay.
8 A     -- the maps.
9 Q     So you're not sure if the -- Go ahead.

10 A     Oh, I was saying I just don't remember them.  Sorry.
11 Q     Okay.  So you can't say whether they were better or
12 worse than what came out?
13 A     Uh-uh.
14 Q     All right.  Do you know the percent of the citizen
15 voting age population in the new Legislative District 15
16 that is Hispanic?
17 A     I don't.
18 Q     Okay.  So do you know -- I mean, do you have an
19 opinion about what the percentage would need to be to
20 enable Hispanic voters to elect their representative that
21 they want?
22 A     Well, I know it would need to be a majority, so
23 definitely above 50 percent.  I would say 50, 60 percent.
24 Q     Okay.  And then about the lawsuit itself, in the
25 lawsuit there are two different claims that you and the

Page 14

1 the Redistricting Commission?
2 A     Not accurately, no.  I would say at least six.
3 Q     Okay.  And do you know in terms of --
4                MR. PARDUE:  Oops!  Sorry.  My lights in
5 here are automatic.  If I don't move for a while, they
6 turn off.
7 Q     So do you know the partisan breakdown of the
8 commissioners in terms of how many are Republican and how
9 many are Democratic?

10 A     No.
11 Q     Okay.  Or how many are independent?
12 A     I do not.
13 Q     Okay.  And did you review the final map that was
14 enacted by the Commission?
15 A     Yes.
16 Q     What was your first impression of that final map
17 when it was released?
18 A     That it wasn't much different from our current like
19 maps, and it wasn't what we had proposed.
20 Q     So you had wanted a map that was more different from
21 what had existed before?
22 A     Yes.
23 Q     In what way?
24 A     We wanted a map that included a Latino majority
25 district.

Page 16

1 other plaintiffs have brought.
2       Can you tell me what those claims are?
3 A     That -- I'm sorry.  I completely blanked.  I know
4 it's that we want a Latino majority district.  And I can't
5 remember the other one.  I'm so sorry.
6 Q     That's okay.  Not a problem.
7       So rather than talking about the specific laws or
8 anything, can you explain to me just in your own words,
9 not legalese, what you think this case is about?

10 A     This case is about having a district that includes a
11 majority -- Latino/Latinx majority district so that we can
12 elect the candidates of our choice.
13 Q     Okay.  And I know you said you're residing in
14 District 14; right?
15 A     (Nodded.)
16 Q     Is that the one that --
17 A     Correct.
18 Q     -- would need to be Latino majority, or would it be
19 a different district?
20 A     It would be District 14.  It would either have to be
21 14 or 15.
22 Q     Okay.  But just one of the two?
23 A     Correct.
24 Q     All right.  And let's see.  Do you think that the
25 Commission intentionally avoided creating a Latino
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1 majority district?
2                MR. THRIFT-VIVEROS:  Objection, calls for
3 speculation, but you can answer.
4 A     Yes.
5 Q     (By Mr. Pardue) Okay.  Do you regularly vote in
6 elections in Washington state?
7 A     Yes.
8                MR. THRIFT-VIVEROS:  Objection, vague.
9 Q     (By Mr. Pardue) Do you intend to vote in future

10 elections in Washington?
11 A     Yes.
12 Q     Did you vote in the most recent election, the
13 November, 2022 midterms?
14 A     Yes.
15 Q     Did you visit for a State Senate candidate in
16 Legislative District 14?  Or that may not have been on the
17 ballot this year.
18 A     I don't think it was, no.
19 Q     No State Senate race in your district?  Okay.
20       Let's see.  Is there anything that I have not asked
21 you about that you think is important that you would like
22 to talk about today?
23 A     I don't think so.
24                MR. PARDUE:  Okay.  Does anyone else have
25 any questions they'd like to add?

Page 19

1 additional.
2                   E X A M I N A T I O N
3 BY MR. PARDUE:
4 Q     I just checked, and there's not a State Senate
5 election in District 14 this year, but it looks like there
6 was a State Representative election.  Did you vote --
7 A     Yes.
8 Q     -- in that election?
9 A     Yes.

10 Q     Okay.  And did your candidate of choice win that
11 election?
12 A     No.
13                MR. PARDUE:  Okay.  That's all that I have
14 for today.
15           (Discussion re reviewing transcript.)
16            (Deposition concluded at 9:20 a.m.)
17                   (Signature reserved.)
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1                MS. SEPE:  Just one clarification question,
2 Ms. Lopez.
3                   E X A M I N A T I O N
4 BY MS. SEPE:
5 Q     You had stated that you participated in providing
6 comments during the Commission's period when they were
7 evaluating maps, and you had stated it was on behalf of
8 "we."  Can you describe who that we is?
9 A     I'm sorry.  Can you repeat that again?
10 Q     Sure.  In some of your answers to Mr. Pardue's
11 questions about your participation in the Commission's
12 process you had stated your answers as part of "we"
13 instead of an I, and I was hoping you could elaborate more
14 on who that we includes.
15 A     Oh, okay.  So we I guess would be myself as well as
16 my organization.  We -- We wanted to make sure that the
17 community was aware of it.  So I guess yeah, that would be
18 me and my work.
19 Q     And to clarify, who is that organization?
20 A     Planned Parenthood of Greater Washington and North
21 Idaho -- Advocates of Greater Washington and North Idaho.
22 Q     Okay.  Thanks.
23                MS. SEPE:  I don't have any further
24 questions.
25                MR. PARDUE:  Okay.  And I've just got one

Page 20
1                   C E R T I F I C A T E
2 STATE OF WASHINGTON    )

                       )  SS
3 County of King         )
4      I, the undersigned Washington Certified Court

Reporter, pursuant to RCW 5.28.010 authorized to
5 administer oaths and affirmations in and for the State of

Washington, do hereby certify:
6      That the annexed and foregoing deposition of the

witness named herein was taken stenographically before me
7 and reduced to typewritten form under my direction.

     I further certify that the witness examined will be
8 given an opportunity to review and sign their deposition

after the same is transcribed, unless indicated in the
9 record that the parties and witness waived the signing.

     I further certify that all objections made at the
10 time of said examination to my qualifications or the

manner of taking the deposition or to the conduct of any
11 party have been noted by me upon the deposition.

     I further certify that I am not a relative or an
12 employee or attorney or counsel of any of the parties to

said action, or a relative or employee of any such
13 attorney or counsel, and that I am not financially

interested in the said action or the outcome thereof.
14      I further certify that the witness before examination

was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole
15 truth, and nothing but the truth.

     I further certify that the deposition, as
16 transcribed, is a full, true and correct transcript of the

testimony, including questions and answers and all
17 objections, motions and exceptions of counsel made and

taken at the time of the foregoing examination and was
18 prepared pursuant to Washington Administrative Code

308-14-135, the transcript preparation format guideline.
19

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
20 27th day of December, 2022.
21

          ___________________________
22           Jeanne M. Gersten, RDR, CCR

          Registered Diplomate Reporter
23           Washington CCR No. 2711

          License effective until April 2, 2023
24           Residing at Seattle, Washington
25
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1                   CHANGE/SIGNATURE SHEET
2           I, the undersigned, FAVIOLA LOPEZ, hereby

certify that I have read the foregoing deposition and
3 that, to the best of my knowledge, said deposition is true

and accurate, with the exception of the following
4 corrections listed below:
5 PAGE     LINE           CHANGE          REASON
6 __________________________________________________________
7 __________________________________________________________
8 __________________________________________________________
9 __________________________________________________________

10 __________________________________________________________
11 __________________________________________________________
12 __________________________________________________________
13 __________________________________________________________
14 __________________________________________________________
15 __________________________________________________________
16 __________________________________________________________
17

______________________________  __________________________
18

           Signature                      Date
19
20 Witness:  Faviola Lopez

Soto Palmer, et al. v. Hobbs, et al.
21 USDC Western District of Washington at Tacoma

Cause No. 3:22-cv-5035-RSL
22 Date:  December 13, 2022
23 Reported by:    Jeanne M. Gersten, RDR, CCR No. 2711

              LAKESIDE REPORTING
24                (833) 365-3376

                Contact@LakesideReporting.com
25                Jeanne@LakesideReporting.com
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